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T O 


Sir Charles Watson, Bart. 


SIR, 

H a D I not been fo happy as to have enjoyed a con- 
fiderable lhare of your Father’s friendship, it is 
probable I might never have vifited the Raji Indies : it 
is certain, it would not have been in my power to have 
made thole observations on Per^a^ and “Turky^ that 
appear in the fubfequent Work. 

To You then, as the Reprefentative of my honoured 
Friend and greateSt Bcnefa<ftor, this public Testimony 
of my Gratitude and Affection is moft juStly due. 

If, Sir, the perufal of the following Slieets, Sliould 
contribute to the amufcment only of your vacant 
hours, I Shall have attained my prefcnt end : but if what 
I have written of your excellent Father, and* other de- 
ferving Officers under him, or of the Religion, Cuftoms, 
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DEDICATION*. 

and Manners of Foreign Countries, fhall contribute to 
your improvement, and fet you forward in the paths 
of virtue, I then fhall be beyond meafure happy. 

That you may long live an honour to your Family, 
a comfort to your tender furviving Parent, a Friend to 
Mankind in general, and to your Country in particular : 
in fhort, that your whole conduct may be great, gene- 
rous, and good, fuch as may manifeft to the world 
whofe Son and Succeflbr you are, is the Encere wifhi 
of, 


Dear Sir, 


Litchfield, 

January i. *773- 


Your moft faithful Friend, 


and obedient humble Servant,. 


EDWARD IVES. 
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T he principal part of the Firft Book here offered to the Public, 
and the whole of the Second Book, were tranfcribed from 
original papers eleven years ago, merely for my own amufement, 
and for the gratification of my family and friends.. Having however 
been lately prevailed upon to fubmit them to the perufal of two 
or: three Gentlemen,' diftingui/hed in the Republic of Tetters, they 
warmly recommended it to me to fend them to the Prefs, giving 
it as their opinion, that they would not only be entertaining, but 
ufelul to the world. To them, therefore, and the partiality of 
their judgments, it is owing, that they now make their appear- 
ance in public.. 

The ftile of the Second Book, fb different from that of the 
firft, may pofiibly afford juft room for criticifm i and I may be 
ccnfured for not having new-modelled it, and given the whole 
in a continued hiftorical narration. I once endeavoured to do it, 
but foon found myfelf unequal to the talk : I therefore refolvcd to 
let the Second Book continue in the fame form as when firft com- 
mitted to paper. However difagreeable or difiim'ilar this mixture 
may be, yet it will be attended with the following advantage at 

leaft j 
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PREFACE. 

leaft ; the feveral incidents will be fet before the Reader,^ juft aa 
they ftruck the Author’s mind, and confequently in a more natural 
and eafy manner. Befides, I was apprehenfive, that to have cur- 
tailed, or enlarged on, my original fentiments, would have given 
reafon to fulpedl the fidelity of the whole. 

Should it be objedled, that I have treated too minutely of 
ijnyfelf and my own concerns ; I have only to anfwer, that the 
man who writes his own journey, is under a neceffity in Ibme 
degree of making himfclf the hero of his own tale. But however 
trivial many of the incidents relating to myfelf, may now appear, 
at the time idiey happened they were felt by me with the 
moft exquifite fenfibility j and therefore hope the infertion of them 
will be either overlooked or pardoned by the candid Reader. 

It becomes me to own alfo, that to enrich the Firft Book, I have 
made free with fome of the Obfervations made on the Ea/l Indians ^ 
and on the Animal and Vegetable Produdlions of their Country, by 
my two late valuable and ingenious friends, the Rev. Mr. Cobbe 
and Mr. George Thomast whofe papers fell into my hands foon after 
their deceafe. However, though feniible of the obligation I lie 
under, in having thofe Gentlemen’s remarks thus fortunately blended 
with my own, I fliall think myfelf fufficicntly happy, if even 
by fome borrowed riches and beauties, I have been able to produce 
a work not altogether unworthy of the attention of the Public. 

The general Map of the courfe of the River Euphrates, and of 
our route through Afiatic-T^urky, which is inferted in the Second 
Book, muft certainly prove very acceptable to the Reader, as it 
conveys an increafe of knowledge in the geography of a country 
w'hich hitherto has been but little known, and as the truth and 
accuracy thereof may be entirely depended upon, being done by the 
late ingenious Mr. Doidge, from his own, and the joint obferva- 
tions of Captain James Alms of the Royal Navy. 
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vii 

The' other general Map and Chart, with the Copper-plates which 
are given in the courfe of the work, may alfo juftly claim great 
merit. The three Views of Geriah the ftrong fortrefs of Angria 
the Pirate, were drawn on the /pot by the late Captain Northah of 
the King’s Artillery : They give a clear and diftindt idea of the 
importance of that place, whofe Mafter for a long time had been 
the terror of every trader in the Eq/i Indies,. The remaining Draw- 
ings relate either to matters of Antiquity or Modern Curiofity. To 
the impartial deci/ion of the Public the whole of the Work, is now 
refpedlfully fubmitted. 
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VOYAGE 

T O 

INDIA, &c. &c. 

BOOK I. 


CHAP. I. 

7 be occafim of the voyage. The Author faifs from Spithead, as Surgeon of 

the Kent, Admiral Watfon’s Jhif The Admiral touches at Kingfale in 

Ireland, where two of the capital Jhips are difahled by a form. He 

arrives at Madeira. The run from thence to Madagafcar. A defcrip- 

tion of that ijland. CharaSler of the people. Account of the king, 

his court and attendants. Anecdotes relative to the temper of the Mada- 

.gafcarians. Their religion, cujioms, and way of living, Animal and 

vegetable produSlions of the ijland, &c. &c. &c. 


I Mmediately after the peace o{ Aix la Chapelle, or as foon as our fea and 1749 
land forces under the command of Admiral Bofcawen had left the Indies to 
and were on their return to England Monf. JJupleix, governor of Pondi-^ 1 7 53. 
cherry, began by his intrigues to fow the feeds of diflention among the country *— v— 
princes •, and when he had fo far fuccceded as to fet them at variance with ■ 
one another, he fent a body of European troops into the field, as auxili- 
aries to thofe Nabobs who eljpoufed the French intereft ; and who, by dint of 
this fupply, gained fevcral fucceflive advantages over the other princes who 
were friends to our Eajl India company. Mostapha-Jing, a powerful 
prince, and Chunda-Saeb, an enterprifing general, were thofe with whom 
he was principally connedted, and whom he made ufc of as inftruments foe 
bringing about his ambitious defigns. Defigns no lefs cxtenfivc, than of 

B acquiring 
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1749 

to 

1753 - 


Thus the Englijh and French companies, though they could not act as 
open and declared enemies, becaufe of the peace wliich fub£{led between 
their refpeftive iovereighs •, yet under the affumed name of auxiliaries, they 
for feveral years carried on an expenfive and bloody war againft each other. 
And, although the Britijh arms never gained greater glory, than in fome of 
the battles which were fought on this occafion, particularly in thofe, where 
Major Lcjorence and Mr. Clive commanded ; yet, as the French had a far fu- 
perior number of European troops, and had been fo artful as to form con- 
nexions with the moft powerful princes of the country ; with thefe ad- 
vantages, they made fo conflderable a progrefs, as greatly to alarm the 
whole of the Englijh fcttlements, and to fill them with apprehenfions, left 
the day might come, when Monf. Dupkix'% ambition might be gratified in 
its utmbft extent. The governor and council of thofe fettlements therefore 
fen t repeated accounts of their difagreeable fituation, to the direXors of the 
Englijh Eajl India company, who petitioned government in their behalf; and 
at length a final! iquadron of the king’s fliips, under the command of Charles 
Watjony Efqv Rear-Admiral of the Blue, and a regiment of infantry under 
that of Colonel Adlercrm, were granted for their relief. 


acquiring for his nation an abfolutc afccndcncy over the whole Carnatic and 
Deccany and for himfelf, immortal honour and immenfe riches. The Englijh 
prefidency were poffcfled of fuch convincing proofs of his infatiable avarice, 
and third for power j that they prudently and rcfolutely determined to exert 
their utmoft abilities in putting a ftop to his violent, and hitherto rapid 
proceedings : for that purpofe, they, under the charaXer of allies, joined 
their forces with the armies of a prince called Nazir-Jing, and of the 
Nabob of Arcot named Mahomed-Aly; againft whom their enemies were 
now taking the field. 



On the 2 2d' day of February 1754, the Kent (of which fliip I had been 
appointed furgeon) failed from Spithead to Plymoutby the place of rendez- 
vous for the fquadron j and on the 9th of Marchy Admiral Watfon put to fca, 
with the following Ihips for the Eafi Indies. 

Guns. 


Kenty (with the admiral’s flag) 
Eagle, (with a. broad' pendant) 
Saliflfury - - - . 

Brij^l . - . 

Bridgewater - - - • 

King^Jber Shop 


Capt. Henry Speke 70 

Capt. George Pocoek 60 

Capt. Thomas Knowler 50 

C2cpt. Thomas Latham 50 

Gvpx...WiUiam Martin 20. 
Capt. Befi Migbel 1 6 


The admiral's inftruXions direXed him to repair to Cork in Preland, and- 
there to receive on board his fquadron, as many of the king’s troops as 
he could convenienriy diipofe of- This he attempted doing, but the wind 
being unfavourable, he judged it neceflTary to put into Kingfale road. On 
die izth he anchored there, and immediately difpatched a letter to Colonel 

AtSererm. 
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acquainting him of his arrival, and requcfting him to march with 1 7 54. 
his regiment to that port. u-nv-— 

On the 19th in the afternoon, the wind blew very hard from the fouth 
eaft, accompanied with fleet and hail, and a very high fca poured into the 
bay, which occafloned the Eagle to part her fmall bower cable, and to drive 
a-thwart ihc BriJloVi hawfe. The officers of the Eagle fo exerted them- 
felves, that they foon cleared her from the Briftel, but not without the lofs 
of this laft Ihip’s head and bowfprit. At night, both Ihips parted from 
their anchors, and drove very near the fhore their mails were cut away, 
and fignals of diftrefs were made •, but unfortunately the fea ran fo high, that 
no boats could lye along fide of them, and confequently no cffedual relief 
could be fent to their aflillance. The wind and fea abating in the morn- 
ing, gave the admiral an opportunity of getting off both the Ihips, by his 
fending all the boats of the iquadron to aflift them ■, but they were fo much 
difablcd, as not to be capable of proceeding on their intended expedition. 

Mr. fVatfon^ being by this accident deprived of fo confiderabie a part of 
the force of his fquadron, for fome time debated with himfelf, whether he 
Ihould immediately purfuc his voyage with thofe few Ihips which were ftill 
fit for fca, or wait where he was, till the difablcd Ihips could be replaced. 

His zeal for the fervice however determined him to embrace the former alter- 
native, and he difpatched two exprefles, one to the Secretary of, the 
Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty, and another to Colonel Adlercron : 
he acquainted the colonel with his determination of proceeding with the 
Kent, Salijbury, Bridgewater, and Kingsfiftier only ; and defired him, that 
the divifion of his regiment which was intended for thole (hips, might 
embark with all poflible expedition •, and that the other divifion, might 
be put on board the twp (hips which were difabled, and proceed in them 
to Plymouth, where he did not doubt but other (hips would be foon ready 
to receive them, and follow him to India. The remainder of the regiment 
was to embark in fome of the Et^ India company's (hips, which of courfe 
would not fail to follow the admiral; but as they were not ready at the 
time he failed from England, he had received orders not to wait for them. 

On the 24th, fome of the troops were put on board ; and the fame day, 
the admiral with his' two (hips, frigate and (loop, weighed anchor, and 
failed -, leaving the two difabled (hips behind him, and appointing the Gar- 
land, Captain Spry, to convoy them to Plymouth.— April the 6th, we anchored 
in Fonchial road, off the i(iand of Madeira, a place famous for fupplying not 
only Europe, but all our fettlements in both the Indiej, with a moft excellent 
wine. This refrdhing liquor however, like other things, of late years 
is greatly incrcafed in its price. Ten or twelve years before, the beflt 
wine on the ifland was fold from 12 to 14 pounds the pipe; but at the time 
wc were there, none could be got for lels than 20 and 22 pounds. 
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This ifland of Madeira is fubjeft to the crown of Partial \ ^rtuated in « 
fine climate, in the latitude ot 32® 27' north. The face of the countpy 
is very mountainous, intcrlperfcd with vineyards, which form a moft ro- 
in^ntic and delightful proipeft. The tops of the higheft of thefe moun- 
tains are always covered with fnow •, fome of the gentlemen of our fquadron 
ventured to fcale one of them, but found the air round the fummit of it fo 
exceedingly cold, that they were glad to get down again as faft as pofliblc. 
We have a conful always refiding here, and feveral confiderable merchants 
of our nation, live at Fonchial^ which k the only place of trade in the whole 
idand.. 

Whilft wc continued at Madeira, we met with many difagrceable delays 
in fupplying our fquadron with wine and other refrefhments, on account of 
the PafTion-wcek, and the carnival that followed it ; at which fcafon all 
bufinefs there is at a ftand, and ftrangers are fure to be entertained with 
muph gaudy, fuperftitious mummery. The cuftom indeed of celebrating 
this feftival with a great deal of religious pageantry, is obferved in all Popifh 
countries, but probably no where carried to fo great an height as among- 
the Portuguefty who are the moft bigotted to the fopperies of their religion 
of any nation under the fun.. 

On the 19th of April, at 10 o’clock in the morning, we took our leave of 
Madeira, and on the 2 3d faw the ifland of Palma, one of the Canaries, dif- 
tantfrom us four leagues. By the 25th, we were got into the trade winds i 
and in a day or two afterwards were in fight of Bonavijla, one of the Caps 
4 e l^erd iflands. About the middle oi May, our fliip being too much crowded 
with ftores and men,, and confequently very hot between decks, the crew 
became fo fickly, that in fix days we buried feven-men, and had ifioon the 
lick lift, chiefly with putrid fevers. On the 3d of June, at the wry hour 
Capt. Sipeke had calculated, we difeovered the ifland trinidada ; and the next 
morning Martinvas was in fight. The latter is compofed of inaccefllblo 
rocks, but the former, as I was informed, is- well. covered with woods, and 
has a.fandy.bay at the north-eaft end, .where there is plenty of frcfli water. 

In our whole run from Madeira to thefe laft mentioned iflands, we faw 
nothing 4cry remarkable, or only fuch objefts as are always to be met- with ’ 
in thofe feas : fuch. as great flights of diflStrent, forts of birds, near tha 
land , and vaft numbers of flying fifh. We caught alfo fome fliarks in 
calm weather, to fome of which were fticking Icveral black filh, from 
eight inches, to a foot long: the failors called them the fucking-fifli, but 
they are really, the Remora. Some time in JuneiFt crews of the fe.veral Ihips. 
of the fquadron, with baited hooks, caught Ibme Pintado:bkA&-, they are 
about the bignefs of a pidgeon,. and when, fwimming on the water, very 
much rcfemblc that bird. They are prettily mottled on the back and wings, 
their heads are of a dark, blue colour, their, bills arc lharp and ftrong, theij? 
Itgs black, and their feet webbed. When caught, they cannot rile to fly, 
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from tbjp deck, but will moft readily do fo, out of a. tub of water. An 
allairofe^ a fea-fowl, was Ihot off the Cape of Good Hope., which meafurcd 
17^ feet from wing to wing. A was allb . caught, and brought on 
board the Cumberland, with 72 young ones in her belly, each from 6 to 14 
inches long. Another was afterwards caught by the Salifbury’t crew, which 
had the horns, Ikin, and many bones of a bullock in the belly. After it was 
dead and dried, a very large man pafled through its jaws. 

In the unfettkd and hot weather we had, during our continuance near 
the line, the putrid fever raged among us ; (owing in a great degree alfo 
to the ftock-filh, which we had taken on board as part of our provifion, 
turning putrid.*) Our people, when firft taken, complained of violent head- 
aclies, pain in their limbs, and an univerfal reftleflhefs. By the latter end 
of June, we had advanced far to the fouthward,. and confequently ■were 
in a colder climate. On the 17th of July, at three in the morning, we 
difeovered the long wifbed-for ifland of Madagafcar. At four made the fignal, 
wore fhip, and brought to ; and on the i8ih we anchored in Se, y'luguftine'a 
bay, at the fouthern part of the ifland, latitude 23“ 42' fouth, in 16 fathom 
water. The 19th, we received on board frelh beef for the ufe of the 
feveral fhips companies, who with eagernefs and tranfport fed on this delicious 
fare. The next day, the admiral was fo kind as to iflue his warrant, by 
which I was appointed to take under my care the lick and wounded of tlie 
whole fquadron. 

The firft care after our arrival' at Madagafcar, was to get our fick afliore. 
Thofe in the Kent alone amounted to 150; The complaints of fome, were 
the fame putrid fevers which had before given us fo much trouble while 
in the neighbourhood of the equihoftiaT, but the greater part were now af- 
fii« 5 ted with the feurvy, and, to fo great a degree, that they had not ftrengtii 
enough to crawl upon the deck, and fcarccly to breathe ; we were obliged 
therefore to carry them out of the fhip in their hammocks : but lb falutary 
was the land, and the refrelhments it produced, that in lefs than three 
weeks after they were put alhore, almoft all of tliem happily recovered their 
former health and vigour.. 

This ifland, which lies between 12 and 26’ fouth latitude, is of great ex- 
tent, and very fruitful, abounding in moft of the necefiarics of lite. It is 
governed by four or five^ings, who frequently are at war with each other, 
when they make inroads into the enemies country, and carry off both 
families and cattle : the firft are fometimes fold to the Europeans, as flaves. 

The bullocks on this ifland are very large and fat, weighing ufually from 
6 to 700 pounds each, and arc much valued by the feveral European na- 


* Two thirds of the fiock-£ih which government fupplied t!ic fiiip wltfi, we were obliged 
(octhrow overibeord. . 
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1754. tions who have fcttlcments in India. They fend (hips hither on purpofe for 

• — V — them, which they kill and fait upon the ifland. Thefe bullocks have all 
a remarkable protuberance, or portion of fat, fcated between the two 
Ihoulders, weighing about twenty pounds ; which in general is very much 
€fteetred, after having lain feme time in fait. For my own part however, I 
could not join in the extravagant praifes given to this piece in particular, nor 
indeed to any of the beef of this ifland •, for though the oxen are very large, 
fat and fair to look upon, yet the herbage they eat, gives their flefli a 
peculiar, and to me a very difagreeable tafte. .The natives have a very 
dexterous method of bringing the ox to the flaughter. They throw a 
rope, with a running knot, over the horns of that particular beaft, which 
the purchafcr hath chofen out of a great number, and with the fame rope 
drag the viftim to a tree ; around the trunk of which, they take a turn 
with the rope, and draw the ox clofe up to it, where it is eafily flaughtered 
by the butcher. The iflanders thcmlclves never ftrip off the hide, but feed 
on that with as much pleafure as on any other part of the beaft. The flieep 
of Madagafcar differ very little from the goats, being alike hairy, only their 
heads are fomewhat larger. They have necks like a calf, and a tail that 
weiglis at leaft ten pounds. 

We had no fooner come to anr anchor at this ifland, but old Robin Hood^ 
and another of the king of Baba's people, whom they call purfers Philibey^ 
the General •, and Captains John Anderfon and Frederick Martin^ came on 
board the Kent : thefe were fome of the chiefs of the king’s court, who 
prided themfelves in being called by Englijh names. And the king’s own 
family likewifc, in imitation of the court of England, is not without a 
Prince of Wales, a Duke of Cumberland, a Prince Augujlus, arid Princelles, 
diftinguilhed by Englijh names. 

All the great men abovementioned, came on board naked, except a 
covering over their hips, and another over their Ihoulders, made of a cer- 
tain grafs growing on the ifland, which they had ornamented with fmall glafs 
beads, by way of border or fringe. Their hair was not altogether fo wool- 
ly as is the Africans on the coaft of Guinea, but rather rcfcmbling the long 
black hair of the Indian : The Madagafcarian wives take great pains with 
their hulbands hair: They fometimes put it in large and regular curls, 
and at other times braid it in great order, makins it to fbine with a par- 
ticular oil which the ifland produces. The mcn*re rather tall than other- 
wife, and flightly made, yet ftroiig •, they always carry in their hands a wooden 
lance, headed with iron. This lance is in general made very neat, which 
they throw thirty or forty yards with great exaftnefs, ftriking the fmalleft 
objeft. Befides this implement of war, they are commonly mafters of a 
mWket, which they get from Europeans in exchange for cattle j and this they 
are always fure to keep in the niceft order. — I am forty to fay, that the Eng~ 
lijh are frequently guilty of great impofitions in this kind of traffic, by dif- 
pofing of cheap and ill-tempered gun-barrels, among the poor inhabitants, 
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who (onJctimes lofc their Uvea by the burfting of thefe pieces. Such 1754. 
iniquitous pradices as thefe, muft in the end prove injurious to the nation ; v..»y- 
and has indeed already made the name of more than one of thefe traders 
truly infamous among the deluded, but hitherto friendly, Madagafcaritinst or 
Malgacbts *. 

They are a civil, good-natured people, but eafily provoked, and apt to 
(hew their refentraent on the leaft provocation, efpecially where they think 
themfelves injured, or flighted. An inftance of this happened during our 
ftay among them. A wife oijohn Andtrfon came to our tents, and purchafed 
a clafp-kmfe of a common Tailor-, in her return home flie had the misfortune^ 
to drop it; as foon as flic difeovered her lofs, flie ran back in the greateft 
anxiety towards our people ; in her way, Ihe obferved a Teaman to ftoop, and 
take up fomething from the ground, which bn her getting up with him^ 
ll;e difeovered to be her knife, and demanded it as her property. The Tailor 
refufing to part With it, (he hurried home, and acquainted her hufband with 
what had happened. Immediately, and in the greateft rage, he commanded 
his fervants and flaves to arm themfelves, and at the head of them he 
marched into our camp. Lieutenant Carnac of Adlercren's regiment, and 
our other officers on Ihore, were at dinner in their tent ; and upon hearing 
a great uproar, they ran out and difeovered John Anderfon with fifteen other 
natives, armed with loaded mulkets, and in violent altercation with ogr 
people. It is impoflible to deferibe the fury which was vifible in Anierfon'i 
countenance. The officers being upon the beft footing with him, went to 
him, and defired to know the cauk of this unbecoming behaviour. He gave 
them a fliort anfWer, and in a very peremptory tone demanded the knife. 

They, in return, calmly rcafoned with 'him, and afleed him how he could 
think of behaving in fo outrageous a manner to his friends. He anfwerecl, 

“ they were no friends of bis^ unlefs they did him jujliee," They ftill went on 
Toothing him, but at the fame time gave him to underftand, that his afting 
in this frantic manner was not only ridiculous, but dangerous to a great 
degree ; for had they been as violent as himfclf, it was next to an impofli- 
bility that either he or any one of his followers could have returned back 
alive. He replied^ “ that he would faoner die, than tamely put up an injury" 

At laft, with great difficulty, 'Hbey appeafed him, prevailed upon him to 
fend back his people, and to enter their tent. Here they gave him a dram,, 
and fummoned before them the Tailor. The fellow frankly acknowledged 
that he had found a knife, and that it was very poffible it might belong to 
Anderfon'% wife, but that as yet he had only her word for it. The woman,, 
in anfwer to this, produced the perfon from whom Ihc bought it, who prov- 
ing it to be her property, the knife was prefcntly reftored, and the affair 
amicably fettled to the entire fatisfaffion of all parties. 

Another charafteriftic of the Madagafearians, is, the very high notions 
they entertain of the dignity of their king', which they carry to lb great an. 

* A general terat apj^pd to the inhabitantt of that ifland. , 
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1754- height, that they are never more fcnfibly hurt, than when they think yon 
are treating him with any kind of incivility. We met with a moft ftriking 
inftance of this, foon after our arrival at the idand, when the king's purfers 
made Admiral Watjon their firft vifit. At the time thefe people entered the 
fliip, it happened that the admiral was deeply engaged in bufinefs •, he there- 
fore defired Captain Speke^ (who had been at Madagafcar before, arid con- 
fequently was acquainted with moft of them) to o0iciate as his deputy, and 
entertain them in the ward-room, till he could wait upon them in peffon. 
This talk, Captain Speke executed with the greateft hofpitality and politenefsi 
but notwithftanding all his endeavours to pleafe, in lefs than twenty minutes 
they became quite impatient, and very ferious ; talked jnuch of going alhore 
again, and of their king’s dignity being greatly hurt by this delay, “ wbt 
(they faid) was a great man^ and would be much difpleafedy when he Jhould be 
Sold they had-waited fo long before they had been admitted to an audience of the 
commodore f for fo they called the admiral not only at his firft arrival, but 
ever afterwards, it being a title they had been much aceflftomed to; nor 
had they before been ever vifited by an officer of Mr. tVatfon's rank. 
Captain Speke,, touched with their complaints, hurried away to the admiral, 
who immediately admitted them into his cabin, and made them happy. 
Before they took their leave however, they in very plain terms gave Mr, 
Watfon to underftand, that unlefs he made the King of Baba the firft vifit, no 
pfovifion of confequence would be fuffered to be put on board his fhips. 


The reader will excufe my giving him another inftance of this kind,* 
which ftill more ftrikingly difplays the extreme fenfibility of thefe iflanders, 
in refpeft to their king’s dignity. Robin Hood (who feemed to aft as prime 
minifter, and negotiated moft of the* king’s concerns with our agent- viftu- 
aller) was one day tranfafting bufinefs with another gentleman of the fqua- 
dron, and they happened to differ fo much about the value of a certain 
commodity, that high words arofe, and at length Robin Hood in the greateft 
agitation ftarted from the ground where' he was fitting, and fwore that he 
would immediately acquaint the king of Baba with what had paffed. Our 
Englifh gentleman, too much heated with this threat, and the violent alter- 
cation which had preceded it, unguardedly replied, “ D — n the king of 

Baba."- The eyes of fiobin Hood flafhed like lightning, and in the moft 

violent wrath he retorted, “ D — n King George." At the fame inftant he left 
the fpot, hurrying away towards the Madagafcarian cottages. Our country- 
man was foon itruck with the impropriety of his behaviour, followed 
and overtook the difputant, and having made all proper conceffions, the 
affair was happily terminated. 

Moft of the natives near this bay, fpcak as much broken Englifh as en- 
ables them to exchange their cattle, poultry, milk, fruit, riee, fait, pur- 
ftain, potatoes, yams, fifh, lances and fliel Is, for our mulkets, powder, bul- 
lets, flints, clouties (which include handkerchiefs and linnen of all forts) 
beads, irompots, &c. Silver is in great efteem with them; they call \tMa~ 
2 . ' ’ ’ 
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luliit and make it into bracelets for their wives; they pay but little regard 1754. 
to gold i if you offer it to them at the fame time with filver, they never hefi- v— v— 
tate to prefer the latter. 

On the right hand as you enter the bay, lives one Prince William ; he is 
related, and tributary, to the king, yet in moft cafes ads as an indepen- 
dant prince*, and is always fute to ufe his utmofb endeavours with the officers 
of the (hips that touch there, to pitch their tents on his fide of the country, 
and to buy their provifions of him, infiead of the king or his fubjeds. In 
this prince’s territories, not far diftant from the fea, are the remains of 
a fort, built by Avery the pirate. 

His majefty oiBaba refides in a town built with mud, which ftands up the 
country, about twelve miles from St. Augujline'% Bay. About four days 
^ter our arrival, he came down with his family into our neighbourhood, and 
fent his heir apparent on board, accompanied by the duke oiBaha^ and other 
great perfonages of his court, to congratulate the admiral on his arrival at 
Madagafcar, and to know on what day he intended paying him a vifit. The 
admiral made each of thefe ambalTadors a prefent of a pair of piftols, a gun, 
a fword, and fome bottles of brandy, appointed a day' for paying his re- 
^ds to the king, and fent them all alhore in the higheft fpirits, and per- 
fcdly happy. On the day which had been fixed for his public audience, 
the admiral, attended by all the captains, and other officers of his fquadron, 
walked about half a mile from our own tents down to thofe of his majefty, 
and was ufliered into the largeft of them by the beat of two drums, which 
by the particular defire of Rabin Hoed had been fent from on board the Kent v 
this prime miniftcr declaring, that as the admiral was a great man, and the 
king of Baba a great man tdfo, the admiral (hould bring his mufic to do 
honour to the king and the king’s mufic in return (whiA confifted only of 
two pair of great conch-ihells) (hould found in honour of the admiral. As 
nobody objefted to this reafonable propofal, the admiral was received in the 
manner preferibed by Robin Hood. 

The king was about fixty years of age, very corpulent, and had at that 
time a violent fit of the gout. He was fitting on a gra(s-mat fpread on the 
ground, with a wrapper round his middle, and on his head he wore a 
Dutch grenadier’s cap, a foot and h half high, faced with the arms of the 
Dutch Eafi India company cut in brals. He took the admiral by the hand, 
and enquired how King George did ; when he was told that he was now in 
health, but had lately been in great afflidlion on account of the death of his 
eldeft fon *, he feelingly replied, “ / have Ukewife loft my Prince of 

W ales.’* He then enquired of the admiral, what preients he had for him. 

Thefe, confiding of fire-arms, fwurds and fpirituous liquors, were immedi' 
ately given *, but none feemed to pleafe him fo much as the brandy; he only 
(ound fault that there was not enough of it. His three queens, and many other 
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ladks of, the court, attended tliis meeting. They too had their prefeots^ 
And the admiral, to treat them, as he thought, the more genteely, ordered' 
tiiree or four dozen of bottles of white wine to be brought j bat upon their 
rafting it, they fpoke of it as infipid, and, like the king, preferred brandy as- 
the better liquor. Mr. Watfon apologized for his not having a greater ftock of 
it ; but alfured them, and his majefty of Baba alfo, that the mxt time he 
made this voyage, he would not fail to bring them a much larger quantity. 
Before the audience broke up, the king afked the admiral, whether he had 
any doflor with him ? who replied, yes. He then- aiked, “/j be a great doSor? 
A king’s dodlor?" to which the admiral replied in the af&mative. “ Let him,, 
(rejoined the king) give me fome mahomets (that is, fome medicines) for my 
lick knee.” The admiral then fpoke to me, who ftood near him; when ad- 
dreflipg myfelf to the king, I gave him my word, that he Ihould not be many 
days without tliem. The admiral; having mentioned to the king of Baba, the 
provifions he wanted for his fqtiadron, the latter gave orders to his purfers, 
that we fhould immediately be fupplied with them: Then the admiral, after 
thanking the king for his civility and afliftance, took his leave. 

Before I clofe this fccne, I cannot omit deferibing the grotcfquc drefs arrd' 
figure of one of the favourites at this cTourt, who in his younger days had 
been in England, where he acquired a tafte for the European fallaions. I'hey 
called him Captain ‘Tern Hills he was a little old man, had neither Ihoes, 
flockings, breeches, nor fliirt on, but wore a wrapper round his thighs, and" 
an old filk-waiftcoat next his Ikin, ornamented with a bugle-fringe: An old 
tattered blue coat, an old grey tye-wig, a filvcr-laced hat, and a Iword with- 
out a fcabbard,. made up the remainder of his drefs, and all together pre* 
fented a moft ridiculous figure. 

The generaKty of my readers, will probably look down with wonder and 
pity, if not with contempt, on the rude fimplicity and unpolHhed man- 
ners the people now deferibed : But let them turn back to the annals of 
ourA>^/^ hiftory not two thoufand years ago, they will have the mortifi- 
cation to find the ancient Britons equally unacquainted with the polite arts, 
and quite as barbarous and uncivili^d as the prefent Madagafearians *, And 
if -tair rude forefathers, by a perfevering virtue, a noble difintcreftednefs, and 
apaftionate love for their country, could ered a kingdoms fo capable of ex-: 
citing admiratian as we have now the happinefs to; boaft of; why Ihould 
qot the defeendantsof the brave MedagafoarianSy at fome future period, emU '! 
late the glory of our anceftors, and lay the foundaeions of an empire great, 
and exte!iri¥e aa;our oiw%.. and^ajs much xiddsvated for the glory of its. arms,. 

* Intecior^s plerioHe.fiiaiiMntw aw) fentqt, fed 4('Carn« viwiMM,. peiHbaique fiint vef^ 
tfti. iQmnes verd fe ^dtanni ' vitro inficiuot, qjiod ueruleyni efficit colqrem f atqite hoc- 
horrioMiore funt in piffinli adfpeflu : capUloque Amt promiflb, atque omni parte corporis 
rafa, praeter caput tc lavram idperina. Uxores habent deni duodentqne inter fe cOtnmnnes,. 
Itiimudme FratrescamFrambB*, PamvtdqBc cun Liberit. Sed Aqui faat cx bit nui eorom. 
babentu liberi, a quibac pritnoin vireinee quaraue duda: Aint. 

Crefar.. de Bello Gallico, Lib. v. 
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liciglit of genitjs,’ and delicacy of tafte ?— The prefumption is neither grdtind- 
Icfs nor extravagam ; for tw iiland of Madagafcar is very fertile, and near 
a thoufand miles in length, and at its wideft part, three hundred miles broad, 
fitoaced in a healthy climate, full -of the fineft limber, aOd furnilhcs many 
other valuable .materials fit for Ihipping; by which her natives might be en- 
abled to equip formidable fleets, cxKnd their commerce over all the known 
part of the habitable world, and perhapa carry the terror of their arms into 
countries hkherto undifeovered. Thefe tflanders, likewife, are not at all de • 
ficient in that aftive and cntcrprifing Ipirit fo neceflary for |^rfe<5ting fuch 
glorious undertakings. 
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Whilft we continued on this ifland, we found ourfelves frecjuently robb- 
ed of our linnen, as it was hanging out to dry; yet it was always ftolcn 
in fo artful and dexterous a manner that we never had it in our power to de- 
left one Angle culprit during the whole time of our being there. One poor 
wretch indeed, who was concerned in this kind of theft, making his cfcape 
with his booty over the river, unfortunately ftuck in the mud, ftnd Was 
drowned. The following inftance will (hew the great prefence of mind, and 
exceeding dexterity of thefe iflanders, in thievi(h exploits. One evening, as 
thirty or forty of our men were fitting round a fire, boiling their vic- 
tuals in their iron-pots, without the lead: fufpicion of a thicf*s being 
near them; a Madagafcarian with wonderful agility jumped over their 
heads into the circle, took one of the pots by the handle as it Hood over 
the fire, and ran off with it towards the river : Our people, for a time 
continued looking on each other with amazement ; but before any of them 
had fo far recovered themfdves as to think of purfuing the thief, the ffclloW 
had made fuch good ufe of his legs, as to be quite out of their reach. 


Among the great variety of Women, that daily refotted to our tents, 1 
obferved one, who, as to her make and fymmetry of features. Was a perfeft 
beauty. The Dutchefs of was aHbhandfome; but the king’s two 
daughters were far otherwife. The eldeft of thefe two ladies was extreme- 
ly coarfc in her perfon, and no lefs mafeuline in her behaviour. The 
youngefi; was not quite fo pkin or mafeuline as her lifter, tho* (he had not 
mud) delicacy to boaft: c^: they were both unmarried. One of them had 
compleatcd her fertitth year ; the other was not quite fo Old. They were 
of the company at court, when the admiral vifited their father; and foon 
afterwards; the eWeft of thefe princefies condefeended fo far as to rail u{X)n 
tlie agent-viftuaUcr at his tent : She carried a heavy mufket On her fhoiilder, 
of which Ibe appeared to be extremely fond, talked with great pinafore of the 
execution flue, had? doire with it in times pall^ btK as the lock of it w^s 
nowfpoiled, foe defired the .favour of him to get it put in proper repair for 
her; and added atkhe fame time, th^ file fliOoid be much obliged to him 
for his kindnefs. In foort, om agcntiviftHalier caufo^^ her •mofkct^ be 
repaired^ and. feemed to ftaKfd vei‘y high iii her good grafces. Btit fibt many 
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'754- days paffcd, before he unfortunately fell into difgrace, and too fenfibly ex- 
pgf j{.jjced the effefts of her refentment. It happened thus. 

The admiral had thought it necelTary to give the chief men of the ifland 
an entertainment on board his own fhip; and at the time appointed for their 
coming, he fent his barge to convey them to the Kent^ giving orders, that 
none but men fhould be admitted. The king’s cldeft daughter, notwithftand- 
ing this injunftion, was determined to make one of the company, and for 
that purpofe repaired with the men to the water’s edge. The agcnt-vidualler 
had. before told her, and now again reprefented to her the very great impro- 
priety of a lady of her quality going on board the fhip ; and did not neg- 
le<5t to add, that as the admiral’s commands were abfolute, he could not 
pofllbly allow her to go: All his remonflrances availed nothing; for no 
fooner had the barge reached the fhore, and the ftool was put upon the beach, 
but fhe got upon it, and was advancing: The agent-viftualler then took, 
hold of her arm, and again remonftrated, intreating her to defift from her 
purpofe; nay he offered to make her a prefenr, provided flie would peace- 
ably retire. But all his pleading was to no elfed; it feemed, that Ihe had be- 
fore determined what part to aft: He then in pofitive terms declared, that 
fhe fliould not go, and with fome difficulty pulled her from the Itool to the 
Ihorc. On this, fhe not only greatly abufed him with her tongue, but 
alfo gave him fo violent a blow on one of his eyes with her fift, that he de- 
clared it. to have been the fevereft he ever felt in his life. At laft, however, 
he got the bitter in his troublefome difpute with this royal virago; who re- 
turned home in fucli ill humour, that fhe was never afterwards thoroughly 
reconciled to the agent-viftualler, tho’ he took fome pains to be rc-inftated in 
her favour. 

The younger of thefe princefies (as before obferved) had alfo accompanied 
the king at the grand audience ; and at that time was pleafed to take fo 
great a fancy to the perfbn of one of the admiral’s attendants, that fhe 
fignified her good liking the fame evening, in a prefent fhe fent him of two 
couple of fowls, and fome yams. The gentleman, to fhew himfclf not infen- 
fible of fo great a lady’s favour, prefcnied her with an handkerchief in return, 
which he lent by Roitn Hood, who had been employed by her for the like 
purpofe. The next day, the fame meflenger took the gentleman afide, and 
told him, that the youngeft princefs was in love with him ; that fhe defired 
he would come to her cabin at a certain hour of the night ; and that he himfelf 
would accompany him, to fhew him where the cabin flood. — The gentle- 
man anfwerc^ that he could not poflibly go, for at that time, and indeed 
for the whole night, he fhould be particularly engaged. The following day, 
ahd for three or fottr days afterwards, the fame ambalTador was very impor- 
tunate that due attention fhould be paid to the condefeenfion of the princefs; 
and expatiated very largely on the great honour done to the gentleman in 
the preference which was given him by a king’s daughter. The favourite 
on this declared himfclf not infenfible hereof; but at length Ending common 
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cxcufcs availed nothing, and being entirely at a lofs to frame new ones, he 1754., 
plainly told Robin Hood^ that he need not give himfelf the trouble of coming ' — v — - 
any more j for to Ijpeak the truth, he was a married man, and therefore 
could not accept of the princcfs’s favours, without being guilty of a breach 
of that folemn vow which he had made and ratified at the altar. He then 
repeated feveral religious maxims which he had before talked over with 
Robin Hoed^ and ftrengthened the force of thofe maxims by a prefent of a 
piece of filvcr, and two haotikerchiefs j not doubting but that by this well- 
timed bribe, he fhoutd pn^lll upon him to become his advocate, and re- 
concile the princefs to her difappointment. — Robin Hoody tho’ he took the 
prefent, faid very coldly, “ that if it lay in his power, he would certainly 
pacify the lady’s refentment ; but it would be a matter of great difficulty 
and often infilled on the very important confideration, of her being the 
daughter of a great king. Several days paffed after this, before any thing 
more was faid upon the fubjedl between the meflenger and the gentleman : 
at length the latter alked the other, if all was right with the princefs, and 
how (he had taken his pofitive refufal ? Hood replied, “ I have been your 
friend, and told her your excufes -, but llie faid, that fhe did not believe 
they were the true reafons.” He then mentioned what had been this deli- 
cate princefs’s fuggeftions upon the occafion, which cannot be repeated 1 
and added, “ She was very angry, and called you bad names, but 1 have 
now, after a great deal of trouble, made her tolerably eafy.” — Thus ended 
this ftrange negotiation !— 

All the Madagafcarian women, except thofe who are very poor indeed, 
wear a covering over their breafts and Ihouldcrs, ornamented with glafs 
beads j and none go without a cloth over their hips. They commonly 
walk with a flender, long ftick, or rod. The men are allowed to have as 
many wives as they pleafe, or can fupport. The king has three-, the Duke 
oi' Baba but onej John jinderjon two. Their children, they often name 
.after any EngliJJo officers, who happen to be there at the time of their wives 
pregnancy, or delivery. One of John Anderfon's wives was with child, while 
we were there i and he allured Sir William Hewet, that if fhe brought him a 
boy, he would give the child his name and title. 

The men often prefent (or, as they term it, falamanca) you with an ox, 
calf, goat, &c. and in return expeft to receive its full value in filvcr, or 
fome other commodity. They without feruple tell you, in their broken jar- 
gon, '''■ If you friendy I your friend. Tou no nty fritndy 1 no your friend. 

I falamancayoUy you falamanca me.” Their wives, without reftraint, vifit you 
in your tents, with or without their hufbands, and make you prefents on the 
fame footing as do their hufbands. If a wife is furprized by her hufband in 
the aft of adultery, we were told, he never fails to put her and her gallant to 
death j but if they are difeovered by any other perlbn, the crime is fome- 
times compounded by a prefent of cattle, or flaves. Thcfe are the chief, 
if not only riches of the MadagafearianSy for they have no money and 

except 
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1754* ^ except thofe who inhabit the Mud Town^ they all live either in mat-cabins 
or huts made with boughs. The grandees have a fence round their cottages^ 
with a court-yard, and di(lin 6 l apartments for their different wives and child- 
ren, as well as for their /laves. 

During our ftay at this idancl, I obferved with great concern feverai 
milbrable objeefts in the laft ftages of the venereal dileafe. They had not 
been able to find any cure ; and as far as I could learn, their doftors are to- 
tally ignorant of medicine. The only method they ufc for curing all com- 
plaints, as well oiKward hurts, as inward dilcafes, is the wearing on their 
arm or neck a particular charm or amulet*, or befmearing the part afflidted, 
with earth moiftened with the juice of Ibme tree or plant, and made up into 
a loft palle. 

The country, belidcs large timber-trees of different kinds, abounds alfo 
with a variety of llirubs, and fucculent plants. The lugar-canes are as 
thick as a ftout man*s wrift, and lo full of juice, that a foot of them in length 
will weigh two pounds, being much larger and finer than any in the JVeJl 
Indies'. When the Madagafearians travel, they take a fugar cane on their 
backs to fubfift upon, which will I'crve them two or three days. The 
tamarind tree grows in great plenty *, the leaves of which are like our com- 
mon fern : The tree is about the fize of an Englifli pear-tree, and not 
much' unlike it. The fruit is contained in pods about the fize of thofe 
of the bean, which, when fit to gather, are brown, hard and brittle. 

A good beginning for a collecflion of curious fliells might be made on the 
(liore of this ifland*, they are now much more fcarce all over India., than 
they were formerly. — The I'abularia., a baftard kind of coral, is found 
here. 

The rivers, befides their abounding with great quantities of excellent fifli, 
arc full of alligators of an enormous fize. The duke of Baba frequently ac- 
companied our parties in lliooting at them ; and when our gentlemen in one of 
thcle excurfions came to a creek, which they were obliged to ford, his Grace, to 
favc them the trouble of unclrefling, with great good-nature took tliem one 
by one upon his back, and carried them over: v^as a bri/k, little man, 

about 28 years old, nephew to the king, and was particularly fond of a drum 
which had been given him by Commodore (late Admiral) Griffin., on which 
he could beat a march and the reveillee with great dexterity. 

The ifland produces a great plenty of Guinea-hens; and ail the rocks 
round about, both in Prince /F/ 7 /’s and in the king’s country, are ftocked 
with an abundance of mocccks\ which is an innocent, pretty animal, of the 
Iquirrel kind, about the fize of a cat, with a fharp head, like a young fox, 
a long bu/hy tail, black and white hair of exceeding delicacy and foftnefs : 
It lias feet like the monkey, and ufuaiJy fits like that creature on its breech 
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and two Hind legs, balking, with its belly expofed to the fun. Its tricks are 
ot the monkey kind. Guanas, clmmaBlcons, ferpents, tarantulas, and a kind 
of bats, called flying foxes, are found here : their wings from the tip of 
one, to the extremity of the other, are five or fix feet, and they are a foot 
and lialf in breadth. 


1754. 


But the moft extraordinary thing on the whole ifland, is the innumerable 
quantity of locufls it abounds with. Thefe rife from the low lands in thick 
clouds, which are fometimes extended to an incredible length and dif- 
laiic e. 'I'he natives eat thefe in ieCls, and even prefer them to their finefl: 
fi!n. Their metliod of drefling them, is, to ftrip oft' their legs and wings, 
and fry them in oil 

It has been generally fuppofed, that a mixture of the Mahometan and' 
hagan religion is profefled in this illand ; but tho’ this may be true, yet 
during our ibiy here, we faw no figns of the firft : the word mahomets indeed' 
is frequently ufed by the natives, under which general term, they include all 
kinds of medicine, eveiy fort of charm or amulet, and alfo a facrifice and 
pniyer : hence it feems as if fome account of the religion of Mahomet had 
reached the ifland in pafl: ages, from the neighbouring continent ; and alfO' 
that it had been favourably received by the natives, though the prelent gene- 
ration appeared to be entirely unacquainted with its principles and.' rites. 

1 took iome pains to acquaint myfelf with their religious tenets ; and they 
appear to worlhip one univerfal Father, whom, when they fpeak in Englifi, 
they call GW, and in whom, they conceive to refide all kind of perfeftion. 
I'iic fun they look upon as a glorious body, and I believe, as a fpiritual 
Being, but created and dependent. TJiey frequently look up to it with 
woiuler, if not with praife and adoration. They make their fupplications to ■ 
the One Almighty^ and offer facrifices to him in their diftrefl'cs, 

I had the curiofity to attend a facrifice at the hut of John Anderfon^ whofe 
father had for a long time been afftifted with ficknefs. At about iun-fet, 
an ox was brought into the yard, and the fon, who officiated aS prieft, 
flew it ; an altar was reared nigh, and the poft of it was fprinkled with 
the blood of the viflitn. The head, after it’s being fevered from the body,, 

* This cullom of eating locufts among the will determine that queftion 

about which learned men have lb long difputed, what iooAJohn the Baptift did cat when he 
lived in the defert ? Whether the of this holy man were locuih, according to the 

literal lenfe of the word in all Grecian authors, or whether thefe ' were the fruit of fome 
tree, or a fpecies of birds ? The hril, has been the opinion of all interpreters of the feriptures, 
who attended merely to the conteuts ; others, who were for Ihevving their critical and refined 1 
genius, have alferted, that ydn Baptift never did cat locufts, for they arc an unnatural food, 
never were ufed by any, and not adapted for fultenande., But if locufts are at this day eaten by 
the natives oi Maddgafcary as they truly are, and alfo by many befide?, why may not the Baptift 
have lived on the fame infe(i>, according to the gofpel hiftory ? and which needs no alteration, . 

wiU always remain what they have been, and the greateft fltill and labour will never 
change them to birds or fruit. Sec HaftelquiftU Travels# 
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1754.. yi;ai placed, with the horns on, at the foot of the, altar: the cawl was 
V— ' burned in the fire, and nnoft of the pluck and entrails boiled in a pot. The 
fick man, who was brought to the door, and placed on the ground fo as 
to face the facrificc, prayed often, and feemingly with great fervency : his 
eyes were fixed attentively towards the heavens, and his hands held up in 
a fupplicating pofturc. The ceremony ended with the fon’s cutting up the 
ox into fmall pieces, the greateft part or which he diftributed among the poor 
flaves belonging to his father and himfelf, referving however fomc of the beft 
pieces for his own ufc. Upon the whole, I law lb many circumftances in this 
Madagafcarian facrifice, fo exactly refembling thofe which are mentioned in 
the Old Tcftament as offered up by the that I could not turn my 
thoughts back to the original, without being fenfibly (truck at the exadnefs 
of the copy. 

It happened fortunately for me, who conftantly refided at the fick tents 
alhore, that at the requell of feveral officers of our fquadron, whopromifed 
to accompany me, and intended themfelves much innocent pleafantry in Ting- 
ing the grand chorus anthem of God fave the king^ long live the kingy on the 
occafion, I had delayed giving his majefty of £aha the medicines I had pro- 
mifed him j for the very night following that, in which I was to have de- 
livered them, he died fuddenly. Now, tho’ his death, by all the accounts 
we coqld pick up, was certainly occafioned by a violent fit of the gout in his 
head, and which probably was brought on by the too free ufe, and inebriat- 
ing, inflammatory quality of the brandy, which he had been prefented with ; 
yet there is no room to doubt, but that his loyal and relcntful fubjecfls would 
have imputed his demife to another caufe, and revenged themfelves on me 
as the poifoner of their king, had he chanced to have taken the fmallefl; 
quantity of my medicines. 

The chiefs feemed deeply concerned at this fudden and unexpefled event, 
and were very defirous that the king’s death Ihould be kept a profound 
fecret : But flnding this impolfible, about 1 1 o’clock of the fame evening in 
which he died, they repaired to the Mud Town, carryiM with them the corpfe 
of their late monarch, and were accompanied by the Icvcral branches: of the 
royal family. But before their departure, th^ took care to fct fire to every 
one of their tents. All the inhabitants in the n^hbourhood loon followed 
the example of the court in repairing to the Mud Town, and left not the Icaft 
thing behind them, fave the dogs of the villa^, which made fuch a hideous 
howling all the night, that it was impolfible ror any of us to get a wink of 
llccp : but we had another reafon to prevent our taking any repofe, and that was, 
our having ohrierved the moft evident marks of great dilbrder amongft the 
natives, which we thought obliged us, for our own faf«y, to keep a watchful 
guard the whole night. Frederick Martiny before he went off, came to 
take his leave of us, and begged with great earneftnefs for a ftelh fupply of 
gun-powder ; he whilpered t^t the king was dead, and that in all proba> 
bility they Ihould go to war about making another. We had been before 
I • told. 
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told that the Duke of 'BaVa would certainly facceed to the throne j but we 
afterwards learned, ^^tPbilihey the general, having efpoulcd thecaufc of /?<i- 
t\it late king’s fon, and taken him under his tutelage and protcftioni 
this youth, who was only fixtecn years of age, fucceedcd his father as King 
of Baba. 

It was a lucky circumftance for us, that our agcnt-vidtualler bad, before 
this event of the. king’s death, amply furnilhed au the (hips- of the fquadron 
with frefh provifions *, for as after that event all kind of bufinels was at a 
ftand, we conlcquently Ihould elfe have been under a hecefllty of gtnng to 
Johanna or fome other port to have taken in the remainder of our fupplles. 

It may be of ufe to future navigators to be informed, that no good 
water is to be had at St. Augujline^ unlcfs they fend their boat four or five 
miles up the river; and inftead of filling their calks at low water (as is the 
cafe in moft other rivers) they muft begin to fill here ataboura quartcr*’s 
Hood; The rcafon affigned fbr it, is, that the river has a communication 
with the fca at other places, as wcll’as with this channel of St. Augujiine's Bay i 
and by experience it has been found, that the fca water brought into the 
river by the flood tide, is not difeharged till a quarter’s flbod of the next tide 
in St. Augaftiue'r Bay ; and for three miles at Ibaft up the river, the water is 
always very brackilh, if not quite fait. 

1 cannot finiih my obfervarions on this illand; without hinting, that fucli 
quantities of limes and oranges grow here, the largcft calks maybe eafily 
filled with their juices, and that at a very Imall expence, as they may^be 
purchafed with iron-pots, mulkets, powder, ball, flints, &c. &c. It is fuft 
ficiently evident, that a fmall quantity of thefe juices mixed daily with the 
feamen’s common drink, would in great meafurc prevent their falling into 
the feurvy ; a dileafe fo frequently attending ail long voyages, and which by 
fad experience has been known to have dqjrived the nation of matiy more 
valuable men; than hath all the power of the enemy. It is, therefore, an 
objeft highly worthy the attention Of government, that everv fhlp of war, 
which lhall happen to touch at this ifland, be provided with the jukes of the 
lime and oran^ at th^ public cxpence; with the adaition of fuch a quantity 
of rum, or other fpirirs; as lhali be neceflary to preferve the juice from cor- 
ruption. During our ftay here,' 1 procured and preferved about half a hogf- 
head full, which proved, as will be feen hereafter, of eflcntial lervice to the 
Km’s crew- againn the- feurvyi both before and afer the Ihuadron got' into 
rk^^Gangts. 

As the accounts hitbertb givert of this pafr of Waiepifear., its pfodudtiOns, 
&c. by all former' writer s . Have been' very Ibpcrficial and inlperfcA, I 
prefume the fupplying this dfefidenby, will at Teaft merit the indulgence of the 
rcaikr. 
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CHAP. 11. 


Admiral Watfon leaves Madagafcar, and arrives at Fort St. David.— 
Ajt account oj that Jettlementt of the Chameeleon, animated Etalk, tSc. 
•—Dejcription of the inhabitants, their perfons, habits and coins.—' 
Lift oj the different Carts into •which the Indians divide themfelvcs, 
^th a Jhort account of their particular cujloms, &c. 


O N the feventh of Augujt, having compleated our ftock of water, and 
taken in as many live cattle as we could flow, with a large quantity 
of limes and four oranges, we left the ifland of Madagafcar \ fteering the 
proper courfe for our Eajl India fettlcments. September the 5 th, we faw 
fryars Hood in the irtand of Ceylon j and on the 1 oth of the fame month we 
anchored in Fort St. David’s road. The 13th, Admiral Watfon on the part 
of his majelly, entered into a written contraft with me, for the eftablilhing 
an hofpital in the feveral fettlements of India, into which I was to receive the 
lick and hurt of the fquadron, and provide them with medicinal and furgical 
adirtance, and alfo with provifions, nurfes, &c. &c. 

On the appearance of our fquadron, with the king’s regiment, Monf. 
Godeheu, who had juft landed at Pondicherry from France, and fuperfeded 
Monf. Dupkix in his authority, moderated the high terms he had before in- 
fifted on with our countrymen, and quickly agreed with Mr. Saunders, (the 
company’s governor at Fort St. George) that a fufpenfion of arms between the 
companies, and their refpedive allies, Ihould take place, commencing on the 
1 ith of OSleber, and to continue until the 1 ith of January following : fo that, 
to our great furprize, inftcad of being employed on the objedts of war, we 
had nothing to do but look about us •, and partake of that variety of amufe- 
ments, which ftrangers muft ever find in a country fo diftant, and fo differ* 
ent from their own. 


Fort St. David is a fmall, but ftrong and regular fortification, built on a 
rifing ground, about a mile from the Black-Town, which is called Cud- 
dalore. This laft has a wall running round it, with the addition of a few 
baftions, but is too large even for all the Enclilh troops on the coaft properly 
to defend. In it, relid^c the greaieft part of the native Indian inhabitants of 
Fort St. Davids boundaries. Both the town, and the fort, are fituated near 
the fea fide ; Cuddalort lying almoft due foutb from the fort. The extent of 
this fettlement’s boundaries, are, towards the land, about four miles, and 
three along the fea fide : the former are pointed out by a thick hedge of the 
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aloe plant, and cocoa-nut tree, having baftionspf fix or eiglu guns, at about 175+. 
three-fourths of a mile from each other. In one of thcfe little forts, deputy 
Governor Starke had fitted up a plcafant apartment, and to which he fre- 
quently retired from Fort St. David. 

• 

The country within the boundaries is very pleafant, and the air fine^ hav- 
ing feldom any fogs. In the diftrid are many neat houfes with gardens ; the 
latter were laid out with much good tafte by the gentlemen, who cither had 
been, or were in the company’s fervice. Thefe gardens produce fruits of 
different forts, fuch as pine-apples, oranges, limes, pomegranates, plan- 
taines, bananoes, mangoes, guavas, (red and white,) bedams (a feft of al- 
mond) pimplc-nofes, called in the Weft Indies, chadock-s, a very fine large 
fruit of the citron-kind, but of four or five times it’s fizc, and many 
others. At the end of each gentleman’s garden, there is generally a Ihady 
grove of cocoa-nut trees. Thefe gardens yield alfo many of the European 
kitchen plants, the feeds of which are either font from England, or from the 
Cape of Good Hope ; as celery, lettuce, onions, parlley, mint, artichokeV, 
and fpinage. They have alfo a common plant of the country, not unlilcc 
fpinage, which grows without any culture, and by our feamen is called CwA 
lake. Radilhes are to be had in great plenty-, they are large, and bf 
a white colour -, when boiled, their relilh is better than an indifferent turnip. 
Colliflowers and cabbages alio grow here, but not in any plenty. Grapes 
are very fcarcc •, indeed they never flourifh in any of thofe hot countries that 
He within 2 5, or even 30 degrees of the equinodlial. Probably we had never 
known that they grew in Egypt, but for the following lines in Virgil and 
Horace. 

“ Sunt ^hafta vites, funt et Mareotides alhaft Georg, lib. ii. 

“ Mentemtpue lymphatam Mareotico 

** Redegit in veros timores 

“ Citjarl* Lib. i. ode 37. 

I met with two very curious animals here at Fort St. David. The firft 
was a Cbatnaleon, which is faid to live upon air -, probably this notion took its 
rife, from their remarkable fwelling and contracting their bodies in the office of 
refpiration. The Chameleon which I had in my poffeflion, was a very fine 
one, and along the back ran a rough ridge like fo many beads, fhining very 
bright. I frequently put it upon white paper, but could never obferve that 
it altered to that colour. I lometimes kept my eyes ftedfaftly fixed upon 
it for half an hour, but never perceived the leaft alteration in colour, 
unlefs I waved my hand over its back, or offered to touch it. The creature 
always appeared moft beautiful when frightened. Whenever I peeped 
into the bafltet where it was kept, it was of one colour, a f^t, ycl- 
lowilh green, with a mixture of meal, as if a little flour had been thrown 
over it ; after I had Hood half a minute, a fir / dulky- fpots on the 
fides, and ftripes acrofs the back, would be fure to appear : when touched; 
it would Iiiis, which dilated the body to a prodigious fizc j the mealinefs 
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1,7 54* whole body appeared of a bright yellow; allb the 

ifa^pes on its 1:»ck, and the fpots on the lides and belly^ turned quite black : 
ib xhat if yon looked upon it oneway, on the back, it had the appearance of 
a perch or a pilot-filh : if you took a fide view, the fpots refemblcd thofc of 
a- cowry-lhell *. The focket of the eye was remarkably large, in which it 
aorned and rolled about the 'ball with great quickncfs, but tlie creature had 
<he fmalleft fight or pupil I ever beheld ; on its head was a kind of crown, not 
ainlilsc thatofan-old hen or galena bird ; the mouth was ugly and remarkably 
Jargc. The Chamasleon had a furprizing pouch (gulafaecata) under its throat; 
J put foveral flies and gralhoppers into the bafket, but it refufcd to cat, till 
librced^them into its mouth, and then it chewed and fwailowcd very rcgu- 
Jacly. it is an jiviparous creature, feldom leaving off till it has laid forty or 
fifty .eggs:; and in this refpeft as well as in the Cmilarity of its fliape, it 
•efcm bJes the CrocoAik. 

The other remaricablc animal which I met with at Cuddalore, was the ani- 
mated Stalk, of which there arc different kinds. Some appear like dry 
firawB tied together ; others dike grafs. Some have bodies much thicker 
iSian others, with the addition of two fcaly imperfeft wings; their neck is no 
trigger chan a pin, but twice as long as their bodies. Their heads are like 
an narc’a, and their eyes are 'vertical .and very brifle. They live upon flies, 
SRthich they catch very dextcroully with the two fore feet, which they keep 
•doubled'up in three ports clofit to their head, and dart out very quick on tl^ 
apptoach of their prey ; and when they have caught it, they eat very voraci* 
cuiily, holding it in the fame manner as a fquirrcl does its food. On the 
outer joints of the fore feet arc fcveral hooks, very fliarp for the cafier catch'- 
ing and holding their prey, with the other feet, which are four in number, 
they take hold octrees or any other thing, the better to furprize whatever they 
lie in wait for. They drink like a horfe, putting their mouths into the water. 
Their excrements, which are very white, are almoft as large as the body of the 
animal, and (as the natives lay) dangerous to the eyes. 

The fparrows on this coaft, and over all India, are exaftly the fame as thofc 
we have in England. Here are many birds like yellow-hammers, which build 
theirnefts very artfully, hangin^g them on the .extremity of the leaves of trees. 
Their nelb have a. hole at .the bottom, and another near the top; which de- 
Dionftrates the fagacity of thefe little animals, in thus fecuring to themfelves 
a fafe retreat from the attack of an enemy. The neft appears like a cabbage- 
itet fluffed -with ftraw, and is fallened to the end of the leaf f . 


* A (mall IbcU which paflei in Im/ia for money ; from 4000 to 4800 go to a ropee. 

f On the iflrad of MitiagafearX faw feveral exceeding fmail birds called the bird, and 
itemk ftomtlheeKttenw point of fome leavea, three of theu curious little neftt, one of which con- 
taioed ahreeicggi of the fiae of the fmalleft pea. We have the folloMui^ accoai^t of this. bird 
ia fuuam'i iniim The birds of the torrid zone, having a certain prefcience of 
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In the ncighbonrhood of the agreeable retreats before mentioned, are mangr 
plcafant rows of the ever-green tulip tree, which are planted through great 
part of the boundaries, in the fame manner as the elms in St.JfatiKt'iifefti, 
fome little diftance from one of thefe walks, is a building, belonging to 
the compan)t, and defigned for the govetnoi:, called “ the garden<*houib.’* 
It is roomy, handfomc and well built ; and has a very good and large, garden 
belonging to -it, with long and pleaiant avenues of trees in the ba^ and 
front. 




At the time .we were at .Fort St. David, the governor, .and a few other 
gentlemen of the fcttlement, kept a chailc and a pair of horfesj fomc drove a 
two wheel chaife with a fingle horfc, and others were content to take the air on 
horleback. Since that time however, the’ number of carriages is greatly ih- 
creafed. Almoft all the Europeans refident in India keep their Palanquin, 
which is a covered machine with cufhions in it, arched in the middle, to 
give more room, and air, and is carried on the Ihoulders of four or fix men ; 
the expence attending it, is not lefs than thirty pounds flerling a year. This 
piece of luxury therefore has been forbidden by the company to their 

youngeft fervants. .Some years before our arrival in the country, they 
found fuch fumptuary laws fo abfolutely neceflary, that they gave the ftrift- 
eft orders, that none of thefe young gentlemen ibould'be allowed even to hire 
a Roundel-boy •, whofe bufinefs, is, to walk by his mafter, and defend him 
with his Roundel or Umbrella from the beat of the fun. A young fellow of 
humour, upon this laft order coming over, altered the form of his Umbrella 
from a round to a fquare, called it a Squaredelm^czA of a Roundel, and infixed 
that no orderyet in force, forbad him the ufc of it. Thefe orders, no doubt, 
were given with a view of preferving oeconomy among the -young ipcople ; 
whofe circumftances were fuppofed not able to fupport fuch expcnces •, and 
whofe extravagancies in this and .many other particulars had occafioned their 
contrafting fuch debts with the natives, as they were not able todifeharge. So 
far it muft be allowed, that the company afted very laudably ■, but at the fame 


the dangers that furround them, and of their own weafcnefs, forpend their nefts at the extreme 
branches of the trees ; they are confeious of inhabiting a climate replete with enemies to them 
and their young ; as, with fnakes that twine up the bodies of the trees, and apesthat are perpetu- 
ally in fearch of prey ; but, Heaven-inftruaed, they elude the gliding of the one, and the 
aflivity oftheotiw. 

The brute creation are more at enmity here than in other climates, and the birds are obliged 
to exert uiuifual artifice in placing their little brood out of the reach of the Invader. Each 
aims at the fame end, tho’ by different means.; feme formuheir .penfik neff in ihape of a purfe, 
'deep, and open at top ; others with a hole in the fide, and others, ftill more cautious, wich.an 
•ntranceat (he very bottom, fiorming their lodge near the fummit. 

But the little fpectes wedeferibe (thfTigi/w bird) feems to have greater diffidence than any of 
the others : it will not truft its nelf even to the extremity of a flender twig, but one more ad- 
vance tofafety, by fixiwgit to the leaf itfelf. It picks up a dead leaf, and, furprizing to relate, 
fews it to the fide of a living one; its flender bill bejng the needle, and its thiuaa fiime fine 
dUimt -the lining, ieatfaen, goflamar, und down.** 
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time, as the For/, Cuddalore, and TeVeral other black to-wns, rh which the 
company’s bufincfs is tranfaflcd, ftand at a great diftance from each other, 
iuid It is almoft impoffibk for a gentleman joft arrived from England^ to walk 
from one to the other of thefe places in the hot months, without getting an 
Inflammatory fever j were it only from motives of humanity, it is to be 
wifhed, that this moft refpeftabk; body of merchants would, at their own 
expence, allow all their fervants not only the ufc of but alfo 

of Palanquins \ fince it muft always be judged a duty incumbent on the 
conftituents to take as much care as poflible of the lives of their dependants 
in any of our diftant fettkments, but more efpccially in this unhealthy part of 
the world. 


The prefidency of all our fettkments on the coaft of Coromandel, was feated 
at Madrafs, until the taking of that place by the French in the year 1 746. 
From that time, it was eflablilhed at Fort St. David, and continued there 
till about the year 1752, when it was removed back to Madrafs-, at the 
fame time, however, orders were ilTued by the Eajt India Company, that a 
fubordinate council Ihould be ftill held at Fort St. David, under a deputy 
governor, who in rank was to be the next fenior fervant to the governor of 
Fort St. George. The fecond of this council was ordered to be of the rank of 
a councillor at the prefidency ; the remainder of the aflembly was to be made 
' up of gentlemen, whofe ftanding in the fervicc was that of fenior or junior 
merchants. At our arrival in India, Richard Starke Efq; was deputy gover- 
nor i Thomas Cooke Elij; was fecond *, MelT. Robert Sloper, Rickard Fairfield, 
and Richard Norris, were of the council ; and Mr. Call a(fled as engineer *. 


The coins we meet with at Fort St. David, arc, 

1 . s. 

Pagodas, a gold coin, equal to — 08 

Rupees, a filver coin, equal to — 02 
Fanatns, a filver coin, equal to — O o 
Cajh, a copper coin, equal to — 0 0 

A 36 (hilling piece changes for i 8 Rupees. 
An crown piece - (or z 6 Fanams. 

A Spanifh doWiv - - - iox i^Fanams. 


d. 

o') 


Sterling. 


All the above coins differ fomewhat in their value, at different times. 


The natives on this coaft are black, but of different fhades. Both men 
and women have long (hining black hair, which has not the kail tendency to 
wool, like that of the Guinea negroes. You cannot indeed affront them more, 

• In June 1758 Fort St. Daa/iJ was taken and demolilhed by the French-, fince that time it 
has never been rebuilt. Mr. Call firft went into / m/m as pupil to the late very ingenious 
Mr. Benjamin Robins, and did great honour to his preceptor, as well as fcrvice to bis country, 
in his fkilful defence as engineer of Fort St. George, when it was befieged by the Fretteh in the 
years 1758 and 1759, under the command of Monf. Lally. 

5 than 
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than to call them by the name of negrpe^ as they conceive it implies an idea * 754* 
of 0avcry. The habit of the common men is only a piece of rag round their v— 
hips. The women in general wear a falh of different colours, about four yards 
long, and fomewhat more than a yard wide. They turn it round their waift 
lengthways, letting the breadth hang down, which forms a kind of petticoat j 
then they bring the remaining part over their left (boulder acrofs the body, 
and finilh where they began : this forms a tolerably decent drefs, as the part 
that comes over the (boulders, quite covers the breafts. The children never 
wear any cloaths, till they are five or fix years of age. Their method of 
carrying them, is not, likeour’s, in the arms, but acrofs their hips. None 
of them know the ufc of a pair of (lays, and very few of them arc any way de- 
formed. The men in general are tall and well-lhaped, and yet very timor- 
ous and pufillanimous. They arc ill calculated for war, and except when 
they arc led on by the Englijb or other Europeans^ feldom make any great 
figure in the field. Their be(l troops are the Rajpout foldiers, who arc 
greatly inured to watching, faffing, and hardlbips : upon a. march, and at all 
other times, their bed is no more than the fwath that goes round their middle, 
fpread on the bare ground ; ind their cartridge box fcrves them for a pillow 
to lay their heads on •, and yet with all their military difeipline, they never 
make any (land, when oppofed to the regular forces brought from Europe. 

The Gentoo or Pegati religion principally prevaib among the Indians^ of 
whom they reckon up a great number of what they call (uftst or tribes, 
which all preferve their particular cuffoms, and never interfere with 
each other. I (ball here fet down a lift of the feveral calls, into which 
the people over India divide themfelves, with a brief account of their parti- 
cular cuffoms. 

The mod honourable of the caffs, is that of the Brahmins. Thefe are gene- 
rally priefts, and by their office have great influence over the minds of the peo- 
ple. They lead very abftemious lives v and as they admit the Metempfyehojis, 
and believe that the fouls of men tranfmigratc into the bodies of beads, they reli- 
gioufly abftain from the (klh of all animals. They abhor alfo the propitiatory 
ucrifice of brutes, and yet fome of them admit of another facrifice infinitely 
more cruel and inexcufable, I mean offering up the wife to the manes of her 
dead hulband *. The admiral and feveral other gentlemen of our fquadron, 
were prefent at one of thefe facrifices, and were all greatly affedlcd at the 
fight. Mr. fVatJon difeovering, as he imagined, fome figns of rcludtancc in 
the woman, while (he was advancing towards the funeral pile ; ordered his 
interpreter to go and a(k her, whether (he voluntarily devoted hcrfelf to 
the flames ? Affuring her, that if (be was compelled to do it, he would tnter- 

* Mulieres in Indil, ciUn eft cirjqime earam Vir niortons, in certanen judiclum^w reni- 
nnt, quam plurimum ille dilexerit : plaret cnim finguJis ibient effi: nuptse. Quae. eft viflrixea 
Ixu, profequentibiu fuis, ana ciim Yii’o in rogum imponicar : ilia vifia, mtefta difeedit. 

Cic. Tufe. Queft. lib, 5. n. 78. 
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pofv, and Tave hcfr. Htediffiredi thstt flle would unrefcrvedly fpc^ die real 
■fentirhents of herlrearr*, that if file chofe to live, flic had only to fay foj that - 
be would take care to fecurc her from the refentment of the on one 

hat^, and front the reproaches of her relations on the other} and fettle fo 
ample a: proviflon upon her, that for the fjuture flie Ihould be ertablM to live 
quite independent of her family, and' enjoy every comfort of life; The 
poor woman- was by no means infcnfifrle oi Wit. Wat fott'& kindnefs} 
flie, dfeCred: the interpreter to return him' her mofl- gratefr 1 thanks; but 
withal to aflure him, that Ihe was about* to die, both voluntarily and' chear- 
fully. She fbon afterwards placed' herfclf at full length on a platform, which 
had been cieSed for the purpofe; folded her arms round the neck and 
bread of the corpfe, with me greateft tranquility and compofurc contiriued 
the embrace; until both their bodies were covered with the firewood heaped 
upon them: then their neared relation put fire to the pile, which was no 
fooncr lighted; than tha jSrvJifejwW, feconded by the nvultitude; made -a loud 
noife, and continued* it as long as they fuppofed any life could remain in the 
vidim; This was- done, probably, to prevent the woman's Ihrieks from 
being heard. The admiral* andlthe company left die place with an exceeding 
dfcjedionof fpirits ; whilbthe natives, (morc erpecially Brahmins) rejoiced 
and tiiumphed in this diabolical rite *■. Ths BrahnuttS in many points retain 
the tenets of the wcicictitBracbmans^ who lived in this part of the world, and 
of uihoai fo many incrcdiblfc particulars are- rdat^ by the Gnek and * Roman 
hidorians. .Dodor-i^rfifi- in Kis hiftbryof the religion of the antient 
obfrrvcs -f, that this* people- implicitly bdirved thdr ^religion was the 
fame ^AhrahamtSf and that they had received it from himj and by way of 
boa^ng, they called it, Rehgio Ahrahami. He dlb gives it as his opinion, 
that the ancient Bracbmans and modern Brahmins^ derived their names from 
Abraham, or rather Brdbdm, which is the common, way of pronouncing that 
word amongft the 

The next in raijk arc the Rajahs, the titlt of the ancient icings or 
fovercigns of the country; fomcof thtik Rajahs hy (hurting thcmfclves up 
in the mountains, ftill remain independent of government. JDur- 

ing the former reigns of the Rajahs^ it is litd, Indh was in a ftatc of perfeft 
innocence. 


• Mr. in the 7th volume of his ancient hi ftory, makes the following reflexions oi| a 

facriflee of this kind : 

The aXiofi of this woman, was undoubtedly a real murder, and might judly be confl* 
dered as avioUtionOf the mofl exprefs law of nature, which prohibits all attempts on a pejrfon’s 
oSvfi life ; and cooMnamls us not to difpofe of it in compliance with the diXates of capride, or : 
forget that it is only adepoiit, which ought to be refigned to none but that being from whom 
we received it. Such a facriflee is fo far from deferving to be enumerated among the inlbncet 
oi';refpe£l and Vanity ikmrtar a hulband; that heis rather iieatcdna an tuumloautig and bloody 
idol, oy the immolation of faehrprecuMis victims/* 

f De Religione vecerum Perfarum, cap. ii. 

Morattas, 
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Mott ATT AS, orMAMAKATTAt '•There are apowerful peo^sie, sod iahlbit 4754. 
the t)kt.Coremandalcic»^. They are chi^ horfemen, and 

may be juftly termed the Swifs of Indioy for they let out their troops to hire, 
and always kifttppotiof that par^ which pays chew heft. 

PoLvcARS <md Motres ace a fet of people who Kve in che woods, and, 
we are told, make not the lead; d:ruple to plunder every one that cooaee 
in their way. Thefe are all independanc of the Mogd govemmcBt. 

&A>iiAWS are a very tjig'td caft. Thele (like the Brahmivs) never eat of 
any thing that has hed lacj and never prefume to kill even the inoituielpt' 
cable animal. They have their hofpitaU for monktes, ihakes, &c.^A few of 
them alfo retain the horrid euilom of burning the living wife with the dead 
hulband. They are merchants, brokers, farmers, &c. — The head fervants ip 
Bengal are likewife called Banidns. 

Niers on the Malabar coaft, are of the iirft caft. They are always 
gentlemen -, behave with great haughtinefs towards their poor countrymen, 

:and diftinguilh their fuperior rank by wearing a fword, and carrying a par- 
ticular kind of Itick in their hand, d^erent from thoie ufed by xhe comradb 
people. On the Coromandel coaft, thefe Niers do not carry themfelves quite 
ib high, but are contented to ad in the c^iacity of merchants, nay they are 
ibmetimes obliged to take up with much humbler profedions. Sotne -df 
them call chemielves and fay their anceftors were made ib by; Sc. 

Thomas, They add, chat che chrillian religion once ftourilhed among them 
in its gneateft -purity, and that they were governed by a Patriarch j but the 
having murdered this holy man, chriftianity fell with him ; for 
cheyicould not but prefer even idolatry itkrlf to a religion whole prafeftbss 
■could commit ib atrocious a orime. 

CHOwrti-Es are efteemed learned men, and in gcncfal are merchants. The 
common jicople fuppolc that they have the. power of life and death in their 
bands, and that they arc very powerful in enchantments. 

Chitties are a particular kind- of merchants aiMadrafs^ and arc generally 
yery deh, but rank >with the Uft^hand oaft^^ and are not permitied to w carried 
in iheir Palanquin through the ftreet of the right band caji^ although many of 
the latter are only fervants. 

Parriams are the loweft caft on the Coromandel coaft; both men and 
women perform the mpft fervile offices, and cat nnd drink cf whatever fhey 
can get, s^itbout icr^^le- 

Frosts on the M^l^har coaft arc much the fanie as Parr tabs on the Cwo- 
mandeU but perhaps in fome refpefts they arc ftill more defpicable. They 
wUl feed heartily on any animal though it dies of itfclf. 


E 
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■HARS.IZS are the fame at Bengalt at Fre/s are at BofUiay. Their women 
4ci drudgery at your and men carry your FalamfutH, 

Kiadde andPtruLiE are two low cafts on the ikfii&iihir eoafiv snd who are 
i^ld- in fuch contempt, that the other natives will not fuSer them to come 
iiear them. When they have occafion to purchafe any thing, they arc 
obliged to call aloud at a diilance, «nd fet down their balket with the money 
in it then the feller advances, and puts in what they want, and after be is 
gone from the fpot, the buyer comes, and carries it away. Their common 
iRnployment is looking after cattle : they are never permitted to ikep on the 
eartlv buc in trees. If only the breath of one of them were accidentally to 
come acFois a Z/itrr, the latter would not ful inftantly to put him to death. 
To avoid this, when they fee a iV«r coming towards them, they take care to 
■get out of his way. They arc never fuffered to come near the towns, but on 
one particular day in the year, when they arc lure to get together in crowds, 
and if they can be fo fortunate as to throw dirt on any woman tltat palTes by, 
fiieihimediately becomes their Have, let her be of whatever cad *. 

Shacicelats, are.fhoemakers, and held in the lame defpicable light on tlir 
Ceremandtl coaft, as the Niaddt and PuUie are on the MaUAar. 

Thefc are the which the natives are tbftinguilhed all over India n 

but .thele are aUb branched out into fo great a numl^ of diftinfUons, that they 
cin hardly be enumerated} tho’ they all pay particxdar refpeft, and obferve 
different ' forms of ceremony to cads of fuperior rank to tbemfelves. In 
general, it is remarked, that whatever be the trade of the father, the fame » 
that of the Ton : to that the families of boatmen, dlhermen, are boat- 
men and fidiermcn to all generations. Some cafts icupofc their old, and their 
fickin the dreets, after they have been given over by cbt Braimnsi otheis 
cart7 them down to low water mark, and fill their nofe,. mouth, and ears with 
mud, and there leave them i where they are fure to be foon devoured by 
vultures, kites, crows, jackalls, dogs, frfr. which abound in great num^rs. 
Another f<i/? never cafe thcmfclves while the fun is the above bwizoo ; and by 
way of prevention, ke^ a plug of dried mud in their fundament. The people 
on the Csrttnandel com., and cfpccially at Fort St. David, believe that there 
area let of philofophers in the ntountains, .who have the feeret of preferving 


• TKe account here given of thefc five laA cmJIs of Indiant^ puts mein mind of another paf- 
fage in the before quoted learned author, 

** Di£li Haldltbori funt infcripiis |cueris Indi^ qur ad vilior>a quaevie opera adiguntur, (ad 
mundandas Plateas, k evacuandas Cloacas, kci] ca^ae libcAtcr fufcipiunCs duoi Mauri Sc 
Baireatyi' ei&Ua r^cttfhnt ne polttiantar. Ifti etiam edunt cadaverofas beftiar^ carAes, Se nullnnt 
cibi genus confeientiae ergo rccafani : unde nomen Haldl^ckur UdtmmtdmK Mi propter operas 
k diaetam habentur impuri, ideoque neminem alium libenter tangunt, nec aliquis ab eis vulc 
tangi^ H quia taftus inqninat poliuitqner fepecatim vivunt ab omnibus aiiis:. quia quicunque 
ab his ta^as tenetar habere molefiiaro purificandi feipfum,** Hr os dt Rgiigknc <veterum> 
Per/itrumf cap. 34.. 


t Nam Magi vulgo Aids defnn^os voliicrlbas & fcrli exponebant k hodit exponent. HVdi 

cftf * 34- 
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^ifci w*k 3 ©f tranfportiiig thcif fowh 

the fme jadfity makimg them to rcturo a^n. They. likemfe, 

that thofe learned me^ ibave difcovered the feciet of iddfittig ; but 
this, fay they, they never ptJt in prafticc but for their own imnociUaie 
ncccflitiesr-" 


On the 9th of^^nV, anntially, at Bengal* the natives underTO a very un- 
comtiKMi kind of penance : ibme, for fins paft*, fotne, for what they may 
commit', and others in'confequeaccof a promife made by their parents, that 
if they ihould be blefied with a diild, that child, when he came of a fMoper 
age, Qsould be bound to perform it.— This ceremony is as follows: In a 
large plain about a mile from Calcutta^ there are ereded about thirty 
Bamboos, at leaft twenty feet high*, on the top of thefe they contrive to 
fix a fwivel, and another bamboo of 'thirty feet or more crofles it, at both 
ends of which hangs a rope. One end of this r<^, the people pull 
down, and the devotee placing htmfelf under it, the Brahmin pinenes up a 
large piece of flein under both the (boulder blades, (fometimes in the breafts) 
and thrufts a ftrong iron-hook through each ; thefe hooks have lines of InMm 
grafs hanging to them, which the prieft makes faft to the rope at the end of 
the crofs bamboo, and at the fame time puts a falh round the ievotee'% body, 
laying it loofely in the hollow of the hooks, left by the (kin’s giving 
way, he (hould fail to the ground. When this is done, the prople haul 
down the other end of the bamboo^ by which means the devotee is immedi- 
ately lifted up thirty feet or more from the ground, and they run round as 
faft as their legs will carry them. This throws the dcvotde out to the full 
length of the rope, whereas he fwings, he plays a thoufand antic tricks, 
being painted and drefled in a very particular manner, on purpofe to make 
him appear the more ridiculous. Some of them continue fwinging half an 
hour, others lefs. They have alfo their time of preparation for this ccre- 
.mony, which is four days. On the firft, they abftaln from every kind of 
food *, on the fccond, they eat fruit i on the third, they (aft *, and on the 
(bunh, they eat fruit aga'm. During the whole time of the preparation, 
they walk about the ftreets in their fantaftical dreiles, dancing to the founds of 
drums, and horns; and fome of them, to exprefs the greater ardor of devo- 
tion, run a rod of iron quite through their tongues, and oftentimes through 
their cheeks alfo. Thefe are a low caft, and hrve Brahmins p<.culiar to 
themfelves. I'he higher cafts feem to derpffe lb ridiculous a farce. — A friend 
at \’adrafs^ in a letter dated OStober tyyi, gives me the following intelli- 
pence, which (hews what improvements devotees are capable of making in 
the art of torturing themfelves to delude and impofe oti others. “ A mao 
o( one of the GaM/cn calls, hath, for feven months pad, fwung about two 
or three hours every morning over a fire. Two ropes arc faftened to a 
tree, one of his ancles hangs in a noofc made in the end of one Of the 

V The author was a fpeflatorof thefe exfaibittOM, andhsM feen ten or twelve peribns fwing- 
at the fame time. ^ 

E 2 ropes. 
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the Ae dthw leg' is fixed in '« nbdlif M the other 

fukoft tl)U»lu|pei|id^ ^ith’tm.heodciownivards abouc « fixxfiioat, end tni- 
hvei 7 Xfa«li^e^ >wl(ick is iboiot eigheden inches ki drSuinierebcet sod 
imle of fnmiiodrf be fwings bamratd and formed, with leemingf^r 
great cafe, and keeps up the fire htmfclf, having the wood placed within ht» 
reach,, and to make it burn more brilkly, he adds fome Cbee (^buffaloes butter) 
which he likewifc hath by hifa. ‘ ft is faid, fie doth this, tidiihier by way of 
penance, nor from religious motivds^ but to fulfit a: refolntioh he wade to 
fivlng in this mannef, until be had edJJefted as bioch tnoney from the fpcc- 
rators as would make an enterkainmeftit (6r looobpciffohsr'foinfe'lHy, that he 
will get into a higher call: by it. However, he it it prefem gbhe into the 
country for his health, and hath not yet acquired ^adiciertt for fnch a treat, 
i am amazed to think, how he couild fwing fo long, vmhout diflocating his 
ancle, or.injuting his brain, 'llie fight Of him in tnii fituadon wai fiiockingt 
and gave me a fevtre head-ach.*^ 

On the fir ft of their NevetHher^ (whic^s is About the middle of bur Otfeher) all 
dse Centoo cafis in Bengal hang out a light on a tall bamboo near their refpe^ive 
houies, and this tliey continue co do for feverkl fucceflive nights, in order 
(as they fay) to light their deceal^ parents, who are fupmofed to vHk them 
at this time. On the eleventh night in particular, you wnl be lure to fee not 
Only every houfe, but the doors and windows, and eveki the highways and 
Beats on the river ftuck full of lights, and every hianv woman, and child 
with one in their hands. This is the laft as>d concluding night, wheh they 
exped to be vifked by all their deceafed friends j for the entertainment of 
whom, they make a great Chezvons or feaft, and place meat and fruit in every 
corner of the houfe. The inhabitants of have alfo a ceremony of 

heaving the cocoa nut (as they term it)' which they intend ats an offering or 
facrifice to the fea, on the profpeft of the Monfae^i breaking up-: At this 
time, men, women, and children go to the water- fide all finely dreffed, and. 
the principal man is efcorted by a guard of Eureptan foldiers, and throws a 
gilt cocoa nut into the fea : all the reft of the company throw in fomethtng 
that is eatable j and prefcntly after they begin to fit out their Ihips and vefTcls 
for fea fervice. 

The Moors Hkewife, or thofe natives who arc Mahometans^ are not 
without their feafts and proccfllonsi and arc extremely fond of them, 
as well AS the Gentoes i particularly, of the\t Hajfan Hajfati^ in memory of 
the two fons of AH by Fatima {Mahomet's daughter) being killed in one 
day fighting for thfe faith. They carty about a model of the tombs of 
' their anceftors, made of light bamboo and paper finely ornamcntetl, for three 
days and nights s and are attended by people ridiculqufty dreffed, (hooting 
and dancing to their country mufic. On the laft day of the feftival, they 
carry thefe models into the fields with a kind of funeral proceftion, and 
there, by breaking them in pieces, pqt an end to the ceremony. 


A trial' 
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A triftl of veracity frCqtrndy afed it tbeea^g^ dry rice* *754* 

if tke peHbn -be int»ocent, then^ fay ttjcy vlk cafily fwallMe it, Imk if gt^, V-Sff- 
there Witt not be faJiva osoa^h m die iaiootb |» carry k dww tbe thiiOK. 

They have many other triahy aod cten ^ fire ^ fuch as |H»iktgdiek fi|Md« 
into hot quickfihrer, &e, i^e. 

In what manner the man and his wife smoi^ the higher cafts live toge^r» 

1 cannot fay from my own perfonal krtonrledge, but have heardf iifMMi'teniu 
very different from thofe failed by us 'mE>igktidi for the wife, we were 
informed, never prefuines to fit down and dine with her lord, but (lands 
behind hlin, and with great complacency waits tilt he has done. That; this 
is the praflice wiih thole of the lower rafts, frequent occafions among my 
own, and ocher gentlemens fervants, prcfcnted,to convince us. Notwkhftand- 
ing tlie Indians wt naturally lazy and inaftive, (for they fieep very much) t 
yet every one endeavours after a livelihood^ fo that you feldom lee a common 
beggar amongft them. Although there are rhany fchools for tbe education 
of children, yet they fcldom learn more than their own mother tongue. It is 
indeed furpritir^, confidering the great number of Englift) that are fettled 
ampngff them, and with whom they have continual dealings, that they (hould 
not be able in common to fpeak our language fo well as the peoplemear the 
fea-ports of Madagafiar, where a (hip puts in by chance once ra a year, and 
days perhaps only ten days. 

Though it is cuftomary in this country to fee the chUdten rolling in the fand 
and duff before the door, yet their parents are very tender of them •, and they 
in return are as careful of their parents in their old age. Thepeopfe in gene- 
ral are very friendly and willing to sfTiff each other in dfficulties •, yet fetoe- 
times words run fo high between them, that they will fly atone another like 
two fighting cocks, but always take care not to proceed to blows with 
clenched flits. 1 obferved more than once amidft thefe violent altercations, 
that they little more than angrily patt each others hands with their palms. They 
are everlafting talkers, and have fo much grimace in telling a (lory, that you 
would <almo(t fwcar they had lived their whole lives in Fra««.— -Whenever 
they meet upon the road, they never fail to chat about the news of the 
country ; and as they are very fond of pomp and (hew, their topic of dif- 
courfe is commonly of the laft Grandee that arrived on the coaft — how and in 
what fplendor he lives — how rich his furniture — and how many attendants 
he keeps. During the whole time of fuch confabulation, they, never forget 
to offer each other their Beetel and Chmam\ the former of which is a leaf, 
with a nut of the Areca tree, the latter a kind of lime , both of which they a& 
commonly chew and make a compliment of, as the Europeans do their 
tobacco and fnuff. 

There arc two cuftoms very prevalent among thefe people, which to an 
European appear very difguftful. The firff is their chewing fo great a quan- 
tity of Beetel, which turns cxcelTivcly red in their mouths, and occafions 

them 
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therti to be continually fpitting ; yet this cuftom, tho* fo exceedingly filthy, 
pitviHls from the highefr to the loweft. The other is not lefs ofFenfivcj 
tWtiength of nails, and the blacknefsof their teeth, both which they 
art^befyearefijri of prcfcrving. They reckon one a mark of beauty, the other 
of a good family. White teeth arc held in fuch difefteem with them, that, 
tficy make ufe of an artificial enamel on purpofe to blacken them •, they fay, 
‘' white teeth are only fit for dogs and monkeys.” And a frightful length of 
nails, in their opinion, proves them to be well defeended, as it manifeftly (hews 
that they have not been accaftomed to do fervilc offices. 

I ftall clofe the accovMit of the feveral Indian cafts, with an incident, 
of whkh I was an eye-wicnefi during my (lay it Fort St. David. One 
day, in company with Mr. Doid^ty the admiral’s fecretary, I was obliged 
to go from the fort to the town of Cuddahre on fome bufinefs, relative 
to the hofpital. In paffing the ferry, we mixed with a confidcrable num- 
ber of Indians^ but of what caft or tribe we did not learn. One of the men 
who was with us in the boat, chanced to have in his hand a mufical inftru- 
ment of the country, which differed very little from a common flute. Mr. 
Dcidge held out his hand to the Indian in a manner which cxprclTed his define 
of playing upon it, and he with the greateft cafe and politenefs delivered the 
inflrumfcncto my companion who after looking at it a little while, pot it to 
his lips, and blew upon it, and then returned it to the owner; who, with 
great gravity and unconcern immediately threw it into the river. We were 
both amazed at this ftrange condud of the Indian^ till we got ro Cuddakre\ 
where we learned from one of our countrymen, that he was one of thofe cafts, 
which looked upon the flute as contaminated by Mr. Doidge, and therefore, 
by the laws and cuftoms of his tribe, be could ufe it no more. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. nr. 

Tie Kent and Salilbury luive Fort St. David, and arrive at Bombay.—* 
Defcription ef that place., and its inbakitants. — Account of the Perfeet 
rejtding there, and their religious tenets. — A particuiar cuftom of the {ndtana 
47/^ Bombay, at the death ef a relation — Account of the religieees perfeur, caUed 
Joogecs. — Extraordinary circumftance ef ffi being found in every pond at 
Bombay during the rainy feafon.-^ Curious account of the quantity of water 
that fell in the rainy feafon.— Several curiojities at Bombay.— of monies. 
— Lift of Indian drugs, — Defcription of the Elepbanta. 


O ctober the nth, the day that the fufpenfion of arms between the 1754. 

Englijb and French companies and their allies took place, we left Fort '' — ~r—^ 
St, David in company with the Salijbury, Capt. Knewler, and on the 13th 
of November anchored in Bombay road. 

Bombay is a fmall ifland, but for its fiize, perhaps the moft flouridiii^ of any 
this day in the univerle. Though the foil is fo barren as not to produce any 
one thing worth mentioning, yet the convenience of its litaation will always 
more than make up for that defcft. It may be juftly foiled “ the grand 
ftorc-houfe of all the Arabian and Perftan commerce." When this ifland was 
firft lurrendered to us by the Portuguefe, we hardly thought it worth notice > 
but, in a very few years afterwards, we experimentally found the value of 
it, and it is now become our chief fettlement on the Malabar coaft. 

The natives are fliorter and ftronger made than thofe on the Coromandel 
coaft-, only four Cooler carry a Palanquin feare, whereas fix arc generally ufed at 
Madrafs and Fort St. David. The inhabitants of this place arc numerous, and 
arc made up of almoft every nation in Afia ; among many others, we met 
with fcveral Perse es ; who, like their forefathers the ancient Perfians, are 
followers of Zeroaftey, who is faid to have modelled and reduced into order 
the religion of the ancient Magi ; the ftindamental maxim of which was, the 
worfliipping only one God under the fymbol of light. They adore the fun, 
and particularly the rifing fun, with the profoundeft reverence and vene- 
ration ; and by a natural confequence of tM worfttip they pay the fuu, they 
likewife pay a particular veneration to fire. 

I met with a very remarkable inftance of this whHe I was at Bombay, one 
day pafling through the ftreet, I hearef a very uncommon noife, and feeing 
at the fame nmc a large fire in one of the houtes, curiofity led me a little 
clofcr to it V in the middle of the houfe was fet a large brafspan with a fire ii> 
it: before this fire, or rather on each fide of it, two men were kneeling at 
7 theiv 
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1754. theif devotions, which they hurried over with great rapidity *. I looked on 
for a confiderable time with great attention, and afterwards learned from a 
fervant of the admiral’s who was of this ca/i, that one of them was a 
prieft, then on a vifit to another prieft in a fit of fickneft. This fervant like- 
wife told me, that the \ Ferjees teivc filch arseneration ‘ for fire, that they 
never put it out, or fo much as breathe upon it ; and I took particular notice, 
that while thefe priefts were at prayers over the pan ^f coals, they had 
a 4: kind x)f little white bib over their mouth, as 1 imagined, to prevent 
jtheir § breathing on thfiir favourite element. The prayers appeared to me, 
be only a r^etkion ,of the fame fet of words, from the fimilarity of their 
jbunds. The vifrting .prieft ufed many^ftures with his hands over the fire, 
and afterwards ftrokeddown the face pfthe fick prieft, which 1 looked upon 
as the final bcncdiiftioxi, for prelently afterward the ceremony ended. This 
inftance, itrongly corrpborates Pridmux'% obfervation concerning their ufage 
at public worlhip. “ The prieffs themfclves never approach this fire in their 
temples but with a cloth over their mouths, that they might not breathe 
ahercon : and thi$ they dui not onjjr when they tended the fire to lay- <n>i 
more wood, or do any other fervicc about it, but alfo when they ap- 
proached to read the daily offices of their liturgy before it. So that they 
mumbled over their prayers, rather thaQ..fpoke them, in the fame manner as 
xhe Romijh priefts do their mafles, without letting the people prefent articu- 
latdy bear one word of what tliey faid HU.” 

Thefe. .poor tnifguided people proftrate themfclves before the fun under 
the fame notion that Genteas reverence an ox or a cow : from the exccl- 
Jent qualities they obferve in thefe created bein^, and their great ufefulr 
nefs, each is induced toiuppofe that xht godhead moft certainly dwell in 
them, and under this miftaken notion they windly pay that.bomage.to thecrea- 
ture, which b only due to the creator. As the .burn their dead, one 

would think that the Perfees, who are fo fond of worlhipping their deity under 
the reprefentation of fire, Ihould be defirous of having thair .dead bodies com- 
mittea to that element, wherein they fuppofe their creator principally to refide. 
But contrary to thb, and to the cunom of all other naftons in.the world, they 
neither burn nor bury their dead, but caft them out :io xhe op^ air, to be 
expofed to the feveral elements, where they are foon devoured -by eagles, 
V ultures, and other birds of prey |[. The principle they go upon is, that a living 
man being compounded of all the elements, it b but rcalonable, after Jie ts 

* Somori voce per feaii-horam mempriter recitant ttediolkin aliquam precatidi formulam : 
Sr tantS celeritate hoc faciunt, vt vix halitnili reetprocare liceat, quafi invincibilit effet DeceC- 
fieas earn verborum fbrmulam tantUIo tempore MCttme. Hvot j* JUligiane mtttmm FtrfitruM, 
«ap- 34- ..... 

f Perfx in Pyreli alunt perpetuum Ignemlignis mundis Ic decorticatis. Hyde. 
t Dom ifto diado Sacerdotea i^riebaot, .eoriim fociet obvplatmaaant, chartaalba pea ttanf- 
verfuin vultum utriqueauri alExl, qiue duo ai^.uea unciaainfEu moatqm dppeqdpbat. Hxoc. 

^ Grande Piacolum & iiM>rte ple&enduna, excoflo ex ore halitn ignem inBwe. STnABO.pai( 
Jinem, lih. xv. ' . 

nil Prid. Canur^rae, book iv. 

n In capfaenlm aliqui vet locnlo cOHdere, Vel eftani'' terrS obttiinulare, neStiquflli eif: 
ib3 ‘patrio ritu canibua pariter atque avibui obfesnia, monoum cadaver deyorandum expo- 
nunt. I^roe. 

dead. 
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dead, that every particular element Ihould receive its own t^ain *. On the top 1 7 54. 

oi Malabar-hilly in this ifland of Bombayy are two round buildings, on purpofe 

for receiving the dead bodies of the PerfeeSy which are placed and remain 
there till the bones arc clean picked by the birds f. A guard conftantly 
Hands within a fmall diftance of the place, who is very much difplealcd if 
you offer to approach the buildings ; and for this reafon, left by your going 
too near, you difturb the vultures in their preying upon the dead bodies 
One afternoon however, I refolved to fatisfy my curiofity fo far as to peep 
into one of thefe edifices. I perceived feveral dead bodies ; but there was little 
flelh left upon the bones j and that little was fo parched up by the cxccflivc 
heat of the fun, that it did not emit thofe {linking effluvia which there was 
reafon to expedl. It was owing probably to the fame caufe, that the bones 
were rendered quite black. — Upon the whole, this is a moft odious and abomi- 
nable cuftom, and the reafon they give for following it, is truly ridiculous. 

The produce of the ifland of Bombay , is chifSf*<b#l!OC<»>n^ ip'ce: 

frotn^li^di'diey extract a liquor called Teddyy whi^il jipUd^w 

dra^ implsidiately t but if it ftandslong, it gac|^lhtfi|[i^,!' 4 ^ Ik who 
venues to^ake a good draught thereof dale, prefu«{lfliig%>J^it wl|;ffaQeand 
innocent as when fob, will -be miferably deceived j cfpccially ifKlS’ head be 
weak: and ffom hence, prdaably, arofe the term toady-beai^. The fruit 
or nut of the cocoa-tree has tHWif <accellent ufes. kernel is rich, fweet, 
and milky like a filbert } is not unprofitahly ihade ufe of fQf 

and ladles ; but apove all, worked up into a kind of dHtewhii^' 

ferves the poorer.f^t oCfiliH^^^^Atments. It is alfo ipun and, 

makes very dura^ Body of the tree and the leases, We pool * 

people build their tree a tax oftwenty (hillings a year id 

paid to the cqmp^ny, Vhiplw||i|!p>priated towards maintaining the gar- 
rifon, and (hips o( wao 

Bmbe^ is the moft cohv y^M^ place among all our fettlements in the 
Baft Indies_y for down large fhips; and for fmall ones 

they have a very gopd dopki»i^^Mk time we were there, they were making 

* Dum f«mp^nil'wftantiam fiando, fepuItaRe oflicium hoc modo recitat, 

“ Irta frater noftier aom in vivio, conftabat ex quatuor dementis: cum jam mortuus fit, 
quodvis elcmentum fuam paricm Capiat ; terrea pars abcat in terram, aeria pars hi aerem, 
aquea parsinaquam, ignea pars in ignem.” Hyde i/r Rtltgiont nfettr urn Per/arum. 

« 

t Ad unum milliare ab urba diftat fepulchrctum, quod eft ilruflnra lapidea rotunda, la 
pedes alta,^ & loo pedes in circumferentia habens. In medio muri eft oftium lapideum 6 pedi- 
bus a terra diftans, quod ad cxcipiendum cadaver aperiri folet. Hujut llruftura; area inferior 
in qua jacent cadavera, elevatur quatuor pedes a terra, ab Omni parte declivis verfus centrum, 
ubi eft foramen feu cloaca ad excipiendum faniem cadaverum. Hoc fcpulchretum eft tni- 
Icrrimum fpe£laculum, Ovin c ton us 4 Sr ///xer^r/^ 

t Dr, gives another reafon for no oqc*s chnfing to approach thefe buildings. Propter 
Iiorribilcm foetorem & miferrimuih fpcAaculixra, cranes abhorrent Ulum locnm adire ; agre 
ferentes ut aliquis chnftianus aut alius ilia conditorid vidcat.” He afterwards adds, Et 
certe nemo nifi Aimma curiofhate du^us, ilium locum luftrare teatabit,*’ Cap. 34. 


great 
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iy54‘ improTtments in itv 'wJiich when finifhed, will not fail to make it ftiU 

more commodious. They have alio a very good tope-yard. Intietd, this is 
the only place, inthatdiftant part of the worldj for ftiattered ihips to refit at; 
having always a good quantity of naval ^ores, and its very name conveying 
an idea of a fafe retreat in fovil weather. 

On this ifland are many little forts and batteries, as Dungaree^ Maffegoriy 
Mahee, MendhanCs Points and ^kn-hill. Some guns are mounted on each of 
them ; but the principal fort which defends the place, has above art hundred. 
This building is a regukr fquare, and the materials thereof are very good. 
The church alio is not left fubftantial than the fort ; it is a very handfome, 
large edifice, and in comparifon of thofe which are to be met with in the 
other fettlements, it looks like One of our cathedrals. It was built by a 
voluntary fublcriprion among the gentlemen of this feflory, and the Rev. 
Mr. Cohbe^ (father to my late worthy friend Mr. Richard Cobbe, Admiral 
WatfoiP's. chaplain) was the chief promoter of this truly pious work: he at 
that time TcCded at Bombay as chaplain to the faftory. The whole time we 
fpent here, palFcd very agreeably 4 for as the ifland lies in 1 9® north, the 
beats mutt of courfe be more tolerable t han they are at Fort St. David, which, 
is in the latitude of 1 1® 48' north. 

The admiral’s family refided at the mk-beufc ( fb called from a large tank or 
pond near to it) and here, as well as at all their other fettlements, the company 
allowed the admiral and his principal attendants Palanfitnts, over and above 
the five Pagoda'S a day, which were given him to defray part of the cxpences 
of his table. As the btdim horfes are of little value, and yet very fcarce, oxen 
are here frequently made ule of in their ftcad j and the admiral had a chaife 
and pair of chefe oxen allowed him allb by the company. They are com- 
monly white, have a large pair of perpendicular horns, and black nofes. 
The admiral oftentimes went in this chaife for an afternoon’s airing to Malabar- 
hill, and to thcend of Old Woman's ifland, to MarmuUa, and many other places. 
In England, if thele creatures are forced out of their ufual flow pace, it is too 
well known that they will faint or lie down under their burthen-, but at Bom- 
bay they trot and gallop as naturally as horfes, and arc equally ferviceable 
in every other rafpeff, except that by their being fubjefl to a loofe habit of 
body, they fometimes incommode by the filth thrown upon you by the 
continual motion of their tails. Whenever we got to the end of our ride, , 
the driver always alighted, and put the near bullock in the other’s place-, 
then he would put his hand into both their mouths, and after pulling out- 
the froth, mount his box again, and drive back. It feems this precaution 
is abfolutely neceffary, for as they travel at the rate of feven or ^ht miles 
an hour, they, would otherwife be in danger of fuffocation.. 

Whiitt we were at Bombay, I took particular notice, that at the death of 
a friend, the ladiaut. cdleded together and ekhtf in the houfe of the 
deceafed, or under the window v ag;iwablc to Siat paiTi^O in 5)f, ManBew's 
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gofpel, when Jefus came into the ruler* s houft, and faw tie ndnftreb and the 17 54* 
people making a noife. He /aid unto them, give placcy &c. -There it was that I 
alio firft faw the ceremony of their burning the dead. As the place was 
very populous, there were feWom left than three or four burned every night 
near the water’s edge, under Malahar-hill. 

During my ftay at this place, I hired by the month, a chaife drawn by a pair 
of bullocks. In the feveral cxcurfions I made in this carriage, I had frequently 
pafled by one of thofe religious perfbns, or anchorets, who in India are called 
Joogees i and who, in contcquencc of a vow made by their parents, and dur- 
ing their mother’s pregnancy with them, are devoted to the fervice of heaven. 

One evening, I .tnd a companion had an inclination to pay a Ihort vifu to this 
Joogee ; who always fat in one pofturc on the ground in a fhady cocoa-nut 
plantation, with his body covered over with alhes, and his long black hair 
clotted, and in the greatefl diforder. As we approached him, we made our 
falutation, which he rcfpeAfully returned j and then, with the afCftance of 
our Indian, driver, who could l^ak Engkjh^ we began a converfation with 
him, that principally turned on the wonderful efficacy of his prayers, and 
which he pretended had given health to the fick, ftrength to the lame, fight 
to the blind, and fecundity to women who for their whole live? had been 
deemed barrren. When we were about to take our leave of him, I ofiered 
him a-prefentof twoir»ps<r, which he bade me tO' throw on the ground, and 
then directed hisiiervaac, who was feandmg by, to take them up.; which he 
did with a pair of iron-pincees, throwing the rupees at the fame time into a 
pot of vinegar. After they had ladn- there a little while, the feme fervant 
took tliem out, wiped them canrfuUy, and at feU delivered them to his mailer i 
who ibon afterwards, by way of return, prefented us with a few cakes of his 
infipid paltry. I then requ^ed of him, that in has next prayers he would 
petition for an increafe of my happinefs •, to which, with great complacency 
in his countenance, he replied : “ I hardly know what to aik for you : I have 
feen you often, and y«a have always appeared to me to enjoy perfeft 
health V you ride in your chaife at your eafe ; are often accompanied with 
“ a very pretty lanJy i you are over well cloathed, and ate- likewife */<?/'; fa 
that you fecnv to me to be in poffitilien of every thing that can be any way 
Dcceffiuy to happinefe. 1 benoue therefore, when I pray for you, it mult 
“ be in this ftrain ; -that Cod would give you grace tv difirvet and to be thank’ 
ful for theft nuu^ bkfinge wbkhhe has ahftady hefiowod' upon yeui* I told 
him that I was thoroughly fetisBed with the m^e of his intended fupplica- 
tion for me }. and with a mutual exchange of finiles and compliments, we 
parted. 

• The rich Indians we were told take great pains to make themfelves fat. To this end, they • 
not only live moft luxurioufly, but in the day time fleep in a fwinging cot, and appoint a 
fervant pntly to move it, whofe bufinefs is alfo at dated times, to awake the mader, meeriiy 
to give him an opportunity of fwallowing half a pint or more of liquid butter or Ghee. This 
fuftciently accounts for tat Tsvw’s wnpaadcally meBtiotuner corouleacy ameneft the peculiar 
fiivours of heaven. -a 6 . / o r ^ 

F 2 Our 
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Our hofpital at Bombay was without the town-wall t and in order to make 
my attendance on it the more convenient, Mr. Deldguarde * (a faftor in the 
company’s fervice) was fo obliging as to give me the ufc of a very commodious 
houfe, which lay near the hofpital, and belonged to him as fuperintendant of 
the powder-works. Here I took up my refidcnce, with other gentlemen who- 
aflifted me in the execution of my duty. At a little diftance from the front 
of this houfe is a capacious bafon of water, which for the greater part of the 
year is perfcdlly dry, but, during the continuance of the rainy fcafon, and for 
Ibme time after, ferves as a pond for watering cattle, and fwarms with a fpecies. 
of fifli about fix inches long, and not unlike our mullet. The natives catch 
them in great plenty foon after the rain fets in, and more than once I had them- 
frrved up at my own table -f. This would be looked upon as a very extra- 
ordinary circumftance in any other place; but as thefe fifli arc found in almofl: 
every pool and puddle at Bombay, it ccafes to be a matter of wonder among 
the inhabitants of that ifland. Various have been the fpeculations of curious 
and inquifitive men to account for this phenomenon. Some have fuppofed, 
that the exhaling power of the fun is fo ftrong in the fultry feafons, as to be 
able to raife the fpawn of the fifli into the atmofphere, and there fuipend and- 
nourifli it,# till the rains come on, when it drops down again in the ftate of 
living and perfeftly-formed fifli. Others, perhaps with a greater degree of 
probability on their fide, imagine, that after the ponds become dry, the 
Ipawn may poffibly fall into deep fiflures made in the earth below the appa- 
rent bottom, where there may remain through the whole fultry feafon, a fuffi- 
cient quantity of moifture to prevent the animalcuhe from corrupting ; and: 
when the rain-waters come on and fill the pond again, the fifli is produced and; 
made to appear in fuch abundance. This, among other hypothefes which I 
have heard offered on this curious fubjedt, feems beft to account for it ; but 
whether even this folution be adequate to the cffedls produced, I lhall not 
prefume to determine. 

And now, having mentioned the rainy feafon, I mull here beg leave tO' 
infert a very curious and exadt account of it, as it was drawn up and given tO' 
me by my late valuable and Ikilful friend, Mr. Thomai, then furgeon of his. 
majefty’s Ihip the Salijbury. This gentleman, who was a man of great 
Guriofity,. and uowcaried diligence, happened to refidc at Bombay during the 
whole time of the rainy feafon in the year 1756, and contrived a method' 
for afeertaining the quantity of water which fell there in that interval. His-, 
way of doing it was as follows. 

“ I procured a lead-cylinder, of about nine inches diameter, and as. 
many deep, marked with inches and tenths on. the infidc;, and to prevent 


• This gendenan is finoe dead. 

+ Mr. Thomat obferves, that it is on. the Unth dv] after the rains fet in,, that the natives 
begin CO catch fifti. 

the 
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the ttater from fplafhin|; over, I cut a hole two inches from the bottom, 
and placed the cylinder m a glazed earthen veflcl. Then I tied a wax cloth 
fecurely round it, fo as to cover the veffcl, and to prevent any water from get- 
ting in, fave that which pafTed through the cylinder. When more tnan 
two inches fell, I ftopt the hole in the fide with wax, and poured the water 
from the velTel into the cylinder to meafure it. 1 always kept it in an open 
place, free from the running of any houfe, &c. and meafured it at fix in the 
morning, at noon, and at fix in the evening. 



About the beginning of A&jy, the Iky looked cloudy over Tenth*, 

the land •, and on the 2 5th of that month, we had a fquall of > o 3 
wind, with fome rain > when there fell — — J 


On the 31ft we had the like weather, with much thunder and 
lightning, and rain in the evening } when there fell — 


o 


7 


Total — I & 


J U N 
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A fmall fltower and looks clouily. 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Thunder and lightning all the evening; threatens much for rain. 
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► catching filh in every pool and 
puddle through the ifland. 
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4 Blows frelK in the night. 

0 Blows hard. 

8 Ditto. 

6 Ditto. 

3 Ditto. 

4 Ditto. 

1 Lefs wind and flight rain. 

2 

Showers and flight fqualls. 


5 1 Slight fliowcrs and fine weather. 


S E P T-E M. 




















[ 41 ] 


SEPTEMBER, 1756. 


Depth of Water. 


Nifhl. I ftrtmen, \Afiernoi)n.\ ‘Total. 


Account of the Weather. 




Fine weather and flight /bowers. 


0 Thunder and lightning at a diftance, and now it be- 

1 gins to look Black over the land in the evenings. 

4 Slight /bowers in the night and afternoon. 

5 Ditto. 

9 Hard /bowers. 

2 

5 Slight /bowers in tbe evening and night, 
o 


Blows hard, flight rain all night and day. 

Blows lefs. 

Blows hard, rain night and day. 

Blows Ic/s, /bowers, no more thunder in theevenings. 
Ditto - - rain all night and day. 


Slight /bowers. 


o Frequent but very flkht (bowers. 
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O C T O B E R, 1756. 


Iiichw, Tenth*. . 

2d. The latter part of the night it rained hardi- and there fell - 2 o 

The three following days were cloudy^ with fome very flight 

fliowers : when there fell only — — — o i 

7th. Very fine weather, with land and fee breezes, 

9th. We had what they call here an Elephanta, which' is an 
exceflive hard gale, with very fevere thunder, lightning, 
and- rain, but it was of lhort continujince. In about four 

hours, there fell — » — — 2 

i'5th. In the morning fome thunder and lightning with rain — • o 3 

ifiVCloudy, and fome flight Ihowcrs. In thel'c two days there 
tgy fell only — • — — o 1 

Total 45 

a2d. Now airis fine and clear, without a cloud to be fecn,' with regular land 
. and fca breezes j and-fo will continue in general till the next Menfson 
time arrives. 


Jfjchei, Tcnthi. . 

There fell of rain water , in — — i o 


June — 

44 

7 

July — 

“ 29 

9 

Augufl 

- — ] 9 

0 

September — 

— II 

2 

OHober 

— — 4 

5 


Total 110 3” 


The few curiofities in the ifland of Bomhay., which are worth mention- 
ing, arc, a large kept at the. governor’s houfe, the age of which, ac- 

cording to- the accounts given by the oldeft of the natives, is upwards of two 
hundred years. Frtgs^ which abound every where throughout the Eajt India 
territories, arc rcmarkablyi large upon this ifland j I faw one that mea- 
fured twenty-two inches from the extremities of the fore and hind feet when 
extended •, and I have great reafon to fuppofe, had the experiment been made, . 
that this creature would have weighed four- or five pounds.-^On the fea- 
Ihore round . this ifland, a great variety of beautiful Ihells are alfo to be 
found ; particularly the fort which is fo curious, and was held in fuch efteem 
by our ladies forae years ago, called VeniUtrapi or WendUtraps, I have been 

credibly. 
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xredibly informed, that when the late Commodore executors fold his ' 7.^4 

colleftion of Ihells by audion, one of our modern curiofi gave feveral pounds 
^fterling for a (hell of this fpecies. 

As no country in the world abounds more with fnakes than the Eaft Indies, 

I lhall here fiibjoin a defcription or their feveral fpecies, fo far as they 
'came within my view, or Mr. ‘Thomas's obfervation. — The Covra Capellu, 
which has teeth cxaftly refembling thofe of the rattle-fnake mentioned by Dr. 

Mead. I have feen them from four to eight or nine feet long; they kill vvhom- 
foever they bite in 1 5 minutes. There are many of them to be met with at Cud- 
dalcre. — The Covra Manilla., is a fmall bluifli fnake of the fize of a man’s little 
finger, and about a foot long, often feen about old walls : A fpecies of thefe at 
Bombay kill with their bite much fooner than even the Covra Capella above 
mentioned. — The Palmira is a very thin beautiful fnake, of different colours; 
its head is like that of the common viper, but much thicker than the body. 

I faw one that was four feet long, and not much larger than a fwan’s quill.— 

The Green fnake is of a very bright green colour, with a lharp head; towards 
the tail it is fmaller than in the middle: The largeif part of it is no bigger 
than a common tobacco-pipe. — The Sand fnake is fmall and fhort, but not 
Icfs deadly than the others. — The Covra de Aurellia is not unlike an earth- 
worm; it is about fix inches long, and no bigger than a fmall crow-quill. — 

This kills by getting into the ear, and caufing madnefs, The. Manilla 

Boml'o is a beautiful fnake of almofl; the fame fize throughout its' whole 
length, except at the two ends, where it comes to a point. It is white unda- 
the belly, but is finely variegated on the back. It lives in the fand, and 
(they fay) flings with the tail, which caufes contraflions of the joints. 

During my flay at Bombay two fleets of country veflels came into the bay : 

One of them belonged to the Nanna or prince of the Maharattas, the other to 
Monagee Angria, the brother of Angria the pirate. I’hei’e veflels were not 
unlike the Tartans of the Mediterranean, only a great deal lower; they 
t arried two guns in their bow, and vatt numbers of men. Their mufic was 
a plain brals tube, fhaped like a trumpet at both ends, and about ten feet in 
length ; and a kind of drum called a Tomtom, being a fkin ftretebed out on a 
large fliallo.v brafs-pan, on which they ftruck with two large flicks, and 
made an amazing noife. Each fleet confilted of about 30 fail ; but among 
Monagee Angria's there were two ketches, which they called Grabs. Our 
Eajl India company had here one Ihip of 40 guns ; one of 20 ; one Crab of 
guns, and feveral other vefTels; more alfo were building. 

The merchants keep their accounts here in rupees, pke, and nominal ray^s. 

One hundred rays make a quarter of a rupee. “ 

A gfi fhilhng piece exchanges for 164- rupees. 

A guinea — — — for 9 rupees. 

An Englijh cYomn — — for 2 rupees and 6 double pice, 

A Spanijh dollar — ’ — for 2 ditto and 3 ditto. 

£4ghty/>/Ve make a rupee. 

G 2 


In 
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*754* In a vifit Mr. Themiu and I made to a black Portt^uefe i^yfidan ftttled 
here, called he (hewed us his medicines and drugs, or which he had 

a pretty large ftock, and feme of them were valuable. Amongft many others, 
we oblerved great quantities of the tinftiirc and ed^ce of Cantharides^ which 
Diego told us, the falacious, and not unfrcquently the impotent MoorSy made 
ufc of to excite venery, and that they always paid handfomely for (uch pro- 
vocatives. He gave us the following lift of Indian drugs, their prices, and 
the fcveral places they are brought from. 


NAMES OF DRUGS. 


PLACES FROM. 


PRICES. 


• Bezoar — - 


Orangabed — - 

Fol. Sense — ■ — 

_ 

Mocha - — 

Gum Arabic 


Arabia — 

Myrrh — — 


Arabia — 

Olibanum •— — - 


Arabia — 

Thus — — 


Arabia — 

Gambog. — 

— 

Succotra — 

Affafaetida — 

1 

Perfia — 

Rad. Salop. *— •— 

1 

Perfia — • 

Rad. Zinzib. — • 

— 

all over India -j 

piper long. — 


Calicut. [ 

Ct^oquintid. — 


Goa. — — j 

01. Cihnamom. — 


Cochin — 

Gum Banzoin. — 

— 

Bengal — - 

Core dc Pala, or Congery Bark 

‘Tellicbery --- 

Sem. Cardamom. — 


Calicuty and 

01. Caryophyl. — 


tellicbery — 

Rad. Rhubarb. — - 

P— 

ift fort, Bengal. 

Ditto — — 


ad. fort, ditto. 

Ditto — — — 

— 

3d. fort, ditto. 

Opium — — 

— 

Bengal — 

Sal Nirri — — 

— 

Bengal 

FqI. Rofar. Rub. — 

— 

Perfia — 


1 2 rupees per ounce. 

4 ditto per maund, 36/1^. 

13 ditto per 100 lb. 

24 ditto per maund. 

12 ditto per maund. 

50 ditto per candy, 500 lb. 

1 5 ditto per maund. 
too to 80 ditto per ditto. 

35 ditto per ditto. 

Thefc are cheap. 

2 rupees per ounce. 

50 ditto per maund. 
very cheap. 

1 rupee ounce. 

80 d*.pfr iizlb. flat & clean. 
50 ditto, large lumps & clean. 
40 ditto, foul. 

80 rupees. 

8 rupees p«r maund. 


N. B. The price of thefe drugs differs at different times. 


Don Diego's method of chuftng Bezoary was to rub it on wood-afties held 
in the hand j if good, it left a faint green colour behind. And his method 


* My late ingeniooa friend Mr. GtorfiThemoi above mentioned, made me a prefent of part 
of a ftone, three of which were founa in the gall-bladder of an ox, and greatly refembled 
Mncaar. They were of the fiae of a hazel-nut, made up of fcveral firata or fcaiet, and each 
ftratum, like the layers of an onion, eahly divided from the whole piece, leaving a fmooth 
frirface behind. They were very tender, and bad fomewbat of a mnlk fmell. The fame' 
friend alfo oblerved to me that Fernet, in his hiftory of drugs, takes notice of this kind>of con- 
creted matter ; he calls it Ox Btxear, and fays, though it is mmetimes nfed in medicine, yet its 
mere generai ufe is, like Gamiife, for painters in miniature. The Ox Btxaar is alfo greatly 
valued by the ludiam,, who. give it in fevers, and will exchange five times the weight in filvep 
for ii. 

q{ 
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of trying the oil of cinnamon, was by touchy the oofe (lightly with a drop t754* 
of it on the top of the finger j be' told us it was almoft efeharotic, and of 
an amber colour, if good. 

Before we take leave of this place, there remains a piece of antiquity to be 
mentioned, called the Ekphanta } which is an Indian temple, cut out of a 
large rock, in an ifland of the fame name, near Bmhay. The fame ingeni- 
ous gentleman, Mr. Tbetnas, in the papers he left behind him, has furnilhed 
me with the following defcripcion or it. “ Its dimenfions may be beft known 
from the plan annexed, which was drawn on the foot. The walls are 
covered with figures about 1 2 feet high, except thole oi the baths, in the 
front of which, next to the voranda or open gallery, they arc only 4 feet in 
height, and on the back about fix. The grand alur is filled with a mutilated 
figure of the god Orixa., the head and neck of which are much decayed 
through time •, and all the other principal parts of the temple are crowded 
with images of the fame god in different attitudes. The other figures which 
we faw here, I fuppofe are reprefentatlpns of famous men. On each fide of 
the grand altar is a dark room. Perceiving the floor of thefe to be |hollow, 
we had the curiofity to dig into one of them, and found a large cavity, fo 
very dwp, that we did not ^o any farther. The rot^of the itcmjdc Is about 
t8 feethtgh, fupported by pillars, the number of which is given in the plan* 

They have all a iquare pedeflal, circular (baft, and fluted comilh, which ia 
allb circular. Near each of the vorandas^ there is a fquare room' with a pillar 
in the middle, and another fimilar room in the body of the temple. The 
pcdeftals of thefe pillars are fquare, and about a foot high ; the fhafts are 
round, and about a foot and a half long. In the room next the baths, the 
pillar is furrounded with water, as expreffed in the plan by dots. Thefe three 
rooms appear to have been formerly private chapels.” 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

■^he fqtiadron leaves Bombay and arrives at Madrafs. — Defiription of Madraif* 
or Fort St. George. — ‘The buildings and Indian inhabitants. — A lift of the 
fever al forts of fervants employed in their names, wages, religion, and 

employments. — Account of the nature and genius of their mechanics. — Thepby- 
ftcal prabiice oj their black-doblors. — Manner of inoculating for the fmaU- 
pox. 


A dmiral had long been dcfirous of getting round again with 

his fquadron to the Coromandel coaft ; but the heaving down and refit- 
ting the fhips, had taken up fo much time, that feveral days in December had 
lapled, before this neceflary work could be accompliflied. On the i 5 th iiowever, 
we took our leave of governor Bourchier and the gentlemen of the council j 
and on the i6th we weighed anchor, and ftood for the offing. A ficih gale 
fortunately Iprang up, which foon ran us down the Malabar coail, and to 
the fouthernmoft point of the illand of Ceylon. On the i jtl: c^'ijuvu-iry 1 755, 
we arrived in Fort St. David's road, (having made an uiiufual quick 
palTage for this feafon of the year), and on the iSth in th.it of Madrafs:, 
where, to our great fatisfadtion, we found riding at anchor his majedy’s fhijn 
the Cumberland, Commodore Pocock', and in eight days aftcrWaals we were 
joined by the Tyger, Captain Thomas Latham, who had failed from England 
with Mr. Pocock. Here we learned, that during Admiral JVatfon's Ray zt Bom- 
bay, a conditional treaty had been adjufted between Monf. Gcdcheu and 
Mr. Saunders, which was to continue in force until it fliould be either rati- 
fied or rejcfled by their refpedtive companies ; fo that there was no pror')e,d; 
of hoftilitics recommencing here, at leaft for eighteen rnontlis ; and in iltis 
long interval, the French had a fine opportunity of acquiring riches fufficienc 
to carry on another war : for by this conditional treaty, they were to con- 
tinue in pofleflion of thofe many important countries, as well in the 
Carnatic as the Deccan, which by their intrigues they had fecured to thern- 
felves, and whofe revenues brought them in almoft a million rteriing ; whilfl 
our pofiTcfllons did not annually bring more than the fame number of rupees. 
Indeed, this was by all deemed to have been a mafterly ftroke of French 
‘ politics : on the contrary, the advantages refulting from this treaty to the 
Englifh Eaft India company, were beyond every ones comprehenfion ; for it 
•was by every body known, that at this time, exclufive of our naval force, our 
troops on the coaft exceeded thofe of the French in number one thoufand. 

The 
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i The town cf Madra/s, or Fori St. George., in the road of which we came r 75 
to an anchor on the 1 8 th of January ^ 755 , is the chief fcttlement belonging 
to OMT Eaji India company oa xh^ Coromandel coaft^ and ftands between the 
thirteenth and fourteenth degrees of north latitude. It is fuuated in a fandy 
barren foil, and the climate is fo intenfcly hot, that were it not for the fea- 
breezes, which agreeably cool the air, it would.be altogether uninhabitable. 

But notwithftanding this inconvenience, the place is exceedingly populous. 

Many of our countrymen refiding there, to tnuntain their dignity among 
the natives, live in all the magnificence of the eaft. The governor of 
Fort St. George, is invefted with great authority, little lefs than that of 
fovercign power. He is not only prefident of this place, but of all our other 
fettlements ort the Coromandel coaft. He, and the council under him, have 
the command of the army, the regulation of the police, and the appointment 
• to all places of trull and profit. In a word, Madrafs is of fuch importance 
to the company both for its internal wealth, and the extenfive commerce 
which is there carried on, that they have taken abundant pains, and have 
been at an immenfe expence, to make the fortifications as ftrcwig as poflible. 

The fort (which is the principal defence of the place) is a regular fquare, . 
with a glacis, and covered wayv and the whole town js furrounded with, 
walls well mounted with attillery. , 

Tlie buildings at Madrafs, or the town of Fort St. George where the 
Englip only relide, are handfome, and built in the modern European ftile : 
but the houfes of the Bkek-Fown are very low and flat- roofed ; fome of them 
are tiled, and others thatched, but neither the. one nor the other have any 
chimney. The natives commonly drefs their viftuals without doors j and 
Ihould. they make a fire within, which feldom; happens, the fmoke is* obliged 
to make its way through the eaves of the houfe, which has fcarcely ever any 
upper rooms. This is the ftate of the ho^^fcs of the merchants and mechanics, 
who refide within the town •, and as to thofe of the pooreft fort, who live in 
the luburbs, and in the country, they are nothing but huts covered with Cajan 
leaves, and are fo exceedingly low, that their miferable inhabitants cannot hand 
upright in them, and whenever they enter, are obliged to creep in on their 
hands and feet : but though the houfe and garden belonging to thefe country 
people, feldom take up more than half a quarter of an acre of ground, you i 
fcarcely meet with lefs than ten or twelve perfons in a family, befides an hog 
and a buffalo; fo very numerous are the inliabitants of this country. 

The Indians in general are very temperate in eating and drinking; they 
feldom ufe ftrong liquors, unlefs preferibed by way of phyfici Their food 
is chiefly boilerl rice, with now and then a little fifh, and mutton or fowl 
drefled in a Currey, as they call it, which is very warm to the-palate. This, 

I have reafon to think, they alfofcaft on with great moderatbn. The Gentco 
cafts never eat beef; they pay adoration to the image of the cow, and have 
a proverb among them, “that they would as foon taflc of the flefh of their 
parents, , as. of that anjmah” One ftrong evidence of the temperance of thefe 
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’ 755‘ people, is their hands, which,, if touched by chance, yew will be fore to find 
' very cold, even in the middle of the hotteft dayj while the hands of the 
£,«ropeans are burning with an exCeflive heat, partly the effedt perhaps of our 
intemperate way of living. Let me add too, that the Indians arc a very 
quiet, inofienfive people •, and at fome diftance from the fea-fhorc, we were 
told, that we (hould alfo find them honeft and fincerc. On the coaft, they 
will make ufe of a thoufand tricks, and firatagems, to over-reach a ftranger. 
But for this we may thank ourfelves, who firll: fullied their purity, and 
debauched their manners. They probably had never known the crime of 
cheating, had they not firft leatned it from the’ tricking European. Among 
the lower cajis the poor women do all the drudgery ; they get all the fodder 
for the gentlemen’s horfes in the fort, and are obliged to bring it fome 
miles. They likewife grind all the rice ufed in their own houles ; fetch 
wood and cow-dung to burn j and as the water near the fort is brackifii, 
they are daily neceflicated to go a mile or two to a good well, and to 
bring a large pitcher of this element upon their heads tor the ufe of the 
gentlemen of the factory . I have more than once feen a line of 40 or 50 of 
them in a morning, engaged in this laborious employment. Their drefs is 
much the fame as that worn by the women at Fort St. David’, and that of the 
higher caJls, at both places, differs nothing from the lower, except, that the 
wrapper which goes round the loins of the former is made of finer Huff, and 
that they commonly cover their breafis with a fiik handkerchief. It is very 
feldom that any of the women, unlefs thofe of the lowefl; rank, can be feen, 
being forbidden by their call; to ftand any where to be gazed upon by 
llrangers. In our morning walks, indeed, we fometimes faw them ftanding 
without their houfes for the benefit of the frefh air, but upon the firft light 
of us, ''Ihey never failed to run in, and Ihut and bolt thdr doors. We 
could not but remark too, that whenever we had occafion to go into a Ihop, 
our guide always gave us a hint to ftand a little while at the door, while he 
ftepped in } and he made no fcruple to confefs, that his motive for doing it, 
was to clear the houfe of the women before we entered. 

Much has been faid in regard to fervants in this country : fome fpeak 
highly in their favour, while others equally depreciate them. The fervice 
of any one of them is exceedingly cheap, but the number which you arc 
obliged to keep, makes it dear in the end. Perhaps it may Teem furprizing, 
though true, that an European gentleman or merchant in a confider^ 
able way of bufinefs, cannot hire lefs than a dozen or fifteen ; for as they arc 
almoft all of different cafts, the higher are not permitted to do the leaft thing 
which is the bufinefs of an inferior c^. They all wear turbans ; the prin- 
cipal fervants commonly drefs neat and clean, in a robe of fine cotton cloth, 
or mudin, particularly the Gentoos, whofe religion enjoins much bodily purifi- 
cation ; and therefore the firft thing they do in a morning is to go down to 
the river’s fide and walh, and afterwards to fay theii* prayers on the banks. 
If you afk them what they pray for, they will be fure to fiiy, “ For tnafter ^' — 
and that Cod will Jhew favour for mafitr., that mafltr may fhtw favour for 
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them'* They are an artful cunning people, and very ready at returning an 1755. 
anfwer. We met with a thoufand inftances of this fort, during our ftay in ' 
the Eafi Indies-, but the following ftory will beft illuftrate the natural good 
fenfe and fagacity of thefe black fervants. 

It happened, that an EngUJh officer being with his Indian fervant in a 
public houfe at Cuddalore, was in a violent paffion, in confequencc of fome- 
thing that had pafled between them in converfation : In the midft of the 
mailer’s fury, his philpfophical fervant calmly placed himfelf at his full length 
on the floor, with his face tow.ards the ground, at the fame time ftoppinghis 
ears with both his hands. In this pofture he continued, until his mafter’s 
pafllon had fomewhat fubfided ; when getting upon his feet, and refpedlfully 
approaching him, he dryly faid, '■'•Indeed, majter makes poor fervant' s head 
ftek : mafter is very Jlrong man, but fervant is very weak man : if mafter fpeaks 
honey-words, then fervant can do any thing for mafter, but when mafter frightens 
poor fervant, then he makes poor fervahtfick-, and when fervant is jick, mafter' s 
bujinefs can no be done." The officer replied with an hearty d — mn -, but upon 
recolleflion, felt the juftnefs of the rebuke, and faw very plainly that before 
they could again proceed on bufincfs, it would be neceflary for him to con- 
form to the rules which the Indian had fo fagacioufly and artfully fuggefted 
for his condudl. 

The following lift of the feveral forts of fervants employed in India, with 
their names, wages, religion, and employments, will furnilh the inquifitive 
reader with a clear and diftindt idea on this article. 

1. Chief Dubajh-, who is a fervant of ftatc to ulher in company, to receive 
inelTages, and give an anfwer at your door. He is alfo yout linguift, and 
lays out your money. He has for his profit a Fanam out of every Pagoda 
paid and received ; and a Pagoda out of every hundred Pagodas. There is 
no poffibility of tranfadting any bufinefs in this country without a fervant of 
this kind, except at Bombay, where they are not made ufe of. They are 
called Banians at Bengal, and are every where of the Gentoo religion. 

2. Dubajh Boy*. He is alw.ays about your perfon to afllft you in dref- 
ing -, he walks by the fide of your Palanqiiin ; takes care of your fword, hat, 
and cane, when you are vifiting a ftranger; and waits behind your chair at 
table. He likewile is of the Gentoo religion, and his pay at Madrafs is r 
pagoda and 2 1 fanams by the month ; at Bengal, 8 rupees. 

3. Conucopola. He keeps your accounts, pays the reft of the fervants 
their wages, and afflfts the Dubajh in buying and felling. At Bengal he is 
called fecrctary, and is of the Brahmin call and religion : his pay is 10 rupees 


• Boy is the common appellation in India for many of your fervants, though they Ihould be 
threefcore years of age. 
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i755< by the month. At is ftiled Purvo, and is of the religion^ 

and his pay is 5 rupees by the month. At MadrafSy his pay is 8 pagodas. 

4. Roundel-Boy. He carries z Roundel or ^uit de SeUel over your head, 
to defend you from the heat of the fun, when you ftep from your Palanquiny 
or when you walk. 

5. Peon. One who waits about the houfe, to run on meflages; and he 
commonly carries under his arm a fword, or in his fafli a Crefoy and in his 
hand a ratan, to keep die teft of the fervants in fubjeftion. He alfo walks 
before your Palanquin, carries Cbits or iK>tes, and is your body guard. The 
more of thefe you keep, the grander you are thought to appear. Some 
gentlemen have at Icaft 40 of them in their fervice. They are all fighting 
calls, and have i pagoda and 20 fanams by the month paid them zt Ma- 
drafs i 2 rupees and a half at Bengal ; and 4 rupees and a half at Bombay. 
At this lail place they are called Sepoys. 

6. A Demur- Boy. His bufinefs is complicated, and being generally of 
the Parrieb call, which is a very low one, he makes no fcruple to perforn> 
the moft fervile offices. He cleans your fhoes, fweeps the houle, and fetches 
all the water that is wanted, unlefs you keep a Harry or water wench, as Ihc 
is fometimes c.alled, for that purpofe. The chief bufinefs however of the 
Demar-Boy (as appears from his name) is to run with a Demur or torch bcfoie 
your Palanquin in dark nights. 

7. Palanquin-Boys. Four, and fometimes fix of thefe are employed to 

carry your Palanquin. They are of the lower Gentoo calls at all our fettle- 
ments. Their pay at where they are called Nearer j, is \2 rupees zoA. 

a half by the month ; at Bombay, where they are called Palanquin Cooleys, 
they arc allowed 16 rupees-, and at Madrafs, 6 pagodas 6 fanams. 

8 . Compidore. The office of this fervant is, to go to marker, and bring 
home fnj^l things, fuch as fruit, Csfr. — He is always of a low call. His pay 
at Bengal by the month is 2 rupees and a half. At Madrafs, 1 pagoda. Coni- 
fidores are not ufed at Bombay. 

9. Derwan. Thefe are properly porters, who fit at the gate to receive 
meflages, &c. — This office is [performed by Moormen at Bengal, by Peons at 
Madrafs, and by Sepoys at Bombay. Tiieir pay is 2 rupees and a half by 
the month in Bengal, and in the fame proportion at other places. 

This diftinAion of fervants, and the keeping up to it, is reckoned no bad 
piece of policy in the Indian conftitution. For as the people are naturally 
indolent and inadive, every man by this means gets a decent livelihood with 
very little trouble, which is the thing he aims at : for though each of thefe 
fervant? could earn double the wages in the intervals when his matter has no 
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oocafion for Him, yet confcic^us that He Has a fufficiency, though bare, he fits 1755. 
.down contented therewith, chufing father to trifle andileep away his time, than 
!to enrich himfelf and family by taking pains. Thefe fcrvants have a variety 
.of tricks alfo which they are fure to play off upon new-*comers and where 
two or three of them are concerned together in a knavifli one, they never fail 
to puzzle the matter fo, as to make it almoft Impofllble for the mafter ever to 
get at the truth *. The palanquin bearers, are cunning dilTemblers, for they 
will be fure to groan fadly under the weight of their new mafter or miftrefs, 
let them be ever fo light. This is done with the view of exciting in the 
human breaft a compaffion towards themfelves, and thereby acquiring fomc 
Buxte money ; and in this they feldom fail of fuccceding, as there are but few 
jEuropeans, who, on their firft arrival, are not averfe to the making ufe of 
jheir fellow-creatures in fo degrading, and in appearance fo painful an 
.employment. After the fcrvants have filled their bellies, they always betake 
themfelves to reft on the ground, or in a window, or on a table, or moft 
commonly on the fand, which they prefer before every thing elfe, becaufe of 
its retaining the heat of the preceding day’s fun. Upon the whole, the 
Indian fcrvants have both their good and bad qualities ; they are like fome 
necefti^ry evils we have in England^ of whom we fay, there is no living with, 
nor without theim 

I cannot difmifs this fubjefl of fervants without fpeaking fomewhat more of 
■the oflice of a Conucopcla. — It muft be premifed, that the natives in this part of 
India know but very little of the ufe of paper, pens, and ink •, and therefore 
keep all their accounts upon Cajans, the leaves of a certain tree. It is the 
Conucopola's bufinefs to keep the account of all your houfehold expences, to 
pay the other fervants wages, and tradefmen’s bills. Thefe fervants arc 
always to be diftinguiflied from all others by their Caja^t leaves, which hang 
.dangling by their fide, like a butcher’s ftecl. The iron inftrument they mark 
with, is kept in a flieath like a knife. Wlren they have occafion to fet down 
any tiring, they hold the iron-pen in the right hand, and the Cajan leaves in 
the left; a little notch or groove is cut in their left thumb-nail for fixing the 
Jlile, and they will write or rather engrave with great celerity. They are 
likewife very quick and ready at accounts, but fo very artful, that they feldom 
or never declare their own computation firft : their low cunning is inconceiv-. 
able, and it would be endlefs to recount all the artifices and frauds which are 
praftifed by thefe men. They generally afic “ TVhat does mafter make 
ncromit come to?" If you fay more than it really is, tliey prefently cry our. 

Very right, mafter V But if you make it lefs, ib as to prejudice them, they 
will be fure to take particular care tocorreft your reckoning. If you chance 
to deteft them in any intentional cheat, they then plead the ciiftom of their 
■country ; for their maxim is, “ IVhat white man forget, that God give black 

• The rc.sHer may fee a very remarkaWe inftance of their dark and complicated villainy in 
OiirV s e.vccllenx hillory of the Caniatk, vol. i. p. 350 to 355. 
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*755- man. Majler, forgive this one time\ I am poor foolijh fellow, what Jhould I 
know ? Aha ! 1 fee majler knows heft ; God has made good head for majler." 

T 6 the account I have given of the feveral Indian Servants, for the better 
knowledge of a country now fo interefting to Great Britain^ I beg leave to 
add a few particulars relative to the nature and genius of their Mechanics.—’ 
The Cloth-merchants, for fo they are there termed, feldom or never make ufe 
of a yard or meafure of any kind, but mete out every thing by tbe cubit, 
which, in well-proportioned people, is the fpace between the elbow and the 
tip of the middle finger ; and this they do with fuch exaftnefe, as not- to err 
perhaps I of a yard in a piece of 70 cubits. It is alfo the cuftom in this part 
of the world, as it is in moft of the country towns in England, to oblige the 
taylor to come home, and work at your own houfc : but on viewing the mifer- 
able condition of fome of this tradefman’s tools, his rufty fcilTars in particular^ 
and how loofcly riveted, you would think it impoffible for him ever to cut 
out a coat with them : It is much the fame with all his other implements ; but 
in fpite of every inconvenience he labours under, the Indian taylor is fo exadl 
an imitator, that he feldom or ever fails to give entire fatisfaftion. And this 
is the more furprizing, as he never meafures you.i he only aflcs “ majler for 
mujlerj’ as he terms it, that is, for a pattern, and they will be fure to keep 
exaftly to it, be the falhion thereof ever fo extravagant. 

The fame obfervation holds true with refpeft to the Carpenter, Black-fmithi 
and many other mechanics. It is aftonilhing how exaftly they will copy any 
thing you give them, though they fcarce know the ufe of ten tools, and 
though the few they have, are always in bad condition. Every thing they 
undertake, they keep a long time in hand however, which is entirely owing 
to their own obftinacy and abfurdity ; for they will never be put out of their 
old way of working; and fhould you be ever fo defirous of inftrudling them, 
or fliewing them a more expeditious method, they will be fure to plead the 
cuftom of their forefathers, for which they have fo great a veneration, that 
they were never known even in a fingle inftance to depart from it. Hence it 
is eafy to conclude, that they muft always remain poor. Whenever therefore 
you employ them, you are always obligedjfirft to give them in hand, by way 
of expedition money, commonly half of what your bargain comes to : and 
befides this, if the tradefman you employ be in want of the neceflary mate- 
rials, (which is too often the cafe) you are then under a neceflity of fupplying 
him with three parts, if not the whole money beforehand. This is a cuftom 
frequently attended with many inconveniences; for under the fandlion there- 
of, it is not uncommon for thefc tricking mechanics to go about from houfe 
to houfe borrowing money, though at the fame time they do not intend to 
touch the promifed work with one of their fingers. The Silver-fmith, in 
regard to his fmall ftock in trade, is exa^fly upon the fame footing with the 
reft of his neighbours : he has not the leaft article in his Ihop to indicate his 
profeffion ; if you wanf any thing to be made by him, he too will afk for 
‘‘ mujlerj* and you muft alfo furnifti him with as many rupees, or other filver 
1 to 
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to melt down, as will enable him to go through with the work. Tht Bather 
however feems to be an exception to all the other mechanics here ; I mean 
with refpeft to the condition of his tools and fhaving tackle. He doth not 
go about in this country, as in Efighifidy with a large pewter bafon under one 
arm, a wig-box under the other, a water veflel in his right hand, and a 
powder-bag in his left. The fliaver and powderer here are two diftindt trades. 
The former, for his extraordinary apparatus, is worth remarking : when he 
enters your houfe, if you did not know him before, it is impoflible for you to 
guefs at his profcfllcn. The implements he ufes, fuch as 8 or lO razors, 
an hone, an oil-bottle, two leatlier-ftraps, a little looking glafs, two or three 
towels, his beetel-nut, beetel-kaf, chunam-box, foap and little brafs-bafon, 
are all contained in the girdle that is round his middle. His manner of 
operation is ftil! more extraordinary, for he beats up a lather on your 
head, not in the bafon, which is no bigger than a large tea-cup •, and (haves 
you eafier than ever I experienced from any of the profeflion in England. 

Upon the whole, though the mechanics are by no means deficient 

in the handicraft arts, yet their talents feem to be only of a fecond rate kind. 
In many refpedts they certainly do not come up to the dexterity of Euro- 
pean arrifts, particularly in thofe works where great accuracy is required. 
They likewile labour under a poverty of genius which makes them dull at 
invention, but at the fame time it mull be acknowledged, that they are moft 
admirable copylfts, and indeed their principal excellency feems to lie that 
way. 

The fkill of their phyfical people is very mean. Mr. Thomas and I once 
employed one of the black doctors to procure us a lift of fuch medicines as they 
ufed in their pradtice. Inftcad of this, he brought with him a number of leaves, 
plants, barks, roots of trees, ^c. which, he told us, they generally made ufe of 
in decodtions •, and that their common method of pradtice was, if one root, 
leaf, or herb failed, to put in others of different forts. In fevers, he added, 
they ufed pepper, and fuch-like inflammatory fubftances. We enquired whether 
they had any written accounts of their method of pradtice ; he told us they 
had, and brought us a large book, made up of a number of leaves of the 
Palmita tree, fuch as they keep their accounts upon, part of which we after- 
wards got tran dated by a black Conucopola or clerk. It was written in the 
high Eaftern (tile, and began with giving great praifes to the Almighty for 
the wonderful formation of man : it then went on with obferving that this 
formed man was divided into two or three hundred thoufand parts ; ten 
thoufand of which were made up of veins ten thoufand of nerves i feven- 
tcen thoufand of blood j a certain number of bones, choler, lymph, dsfr. 
fisfe. And all this was laid down without form or order, either of hif- 
tory, difeafe or treatment. Wc found this to be all the written account they 
have of phyfic -, which they never ftudy, but, like the other calls, the fon of 
a do(5tor is a dodlor alfo, and fo he will continue to be from generation tO’ 
geaieration.. 
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The cuftom of 'inoculating for the Small-pox among the natives, though 
not common in other parts of the jE^ Jndies, is frequent in Bengal', and 
the manner oi performing the operation is in many refpeds Angular, 
,and different from that now praftifed in England. They take, as Mr^ 
'Thomas and 1 were informed, (bme matter from the pock of a perfon 
who has the dileafe in a favourable way, and put it into a phial or gallipot. 
They then dip the point of a needle in this matter, and with it prick the 
perfon intended to be inoculated feveral times in a circle, on the flcfhy part 
of the arm. If he be a grown perfon, they prick him in both arms. After 
the blood is wiped away, they rub fame more matter on the part, and order 
t!)e patient to bathe in cold water three times a day, and to live on the mofl; 
cooling things he can poflibly procure, fuch as water-melons, cucumbers, 
l ice, water, 6:V. As foon however as the fever comes on, which happens 
;ibout the fifth or feventh day, the patient is ordered to leave off batliing and 
the cool diet, and to live on milk and fugar : the fever generally lafts three 
.days, and then goes quite off. On the lecond day after the pock has 
appeared, they wa(h the whole body with cold water, which fills the 
puftules; and this they do for the t-ltrce fticceedingdays, two or three times 
each day, continuing the fame regimen of milk and fugar for diet. When 
t-he pock is drying off, they tprinkle the patient with rofe-water; or when 
this cannot be liad, with the juice of Suttamullie, SutJapot., Culmec, and root 
of green Turmeric. Jf the pock be very thick, they give the patient jem-feeds 
to chew, and frequently tic £»wi^-leaves (whicii is a kind of hemp) on the parts 
molt affedU’d. It is a common pradlice among the Pori uguefe, and fomc of 
tht Indians on xhc Malabar coix% when the pock is fairly turned, to lay on 
wood and cow-dung afhes very thick, which they think imbibe the matter, 
and make the fcab fall off the more calily. They leave it to nature to 
difengage hcrfclf from this compound of afhes and puftulary difeharge. 
Their hopes of a cure from this method, feem to be founded on the fuppol'e.d 
aniiputreiccnt and abforbent quality of tlie afhes. I refer i.t to better 
judges to determine whether tiiis pradlice be rational or not ; however, ii) 
^enq'al the patients recover from tliis lo^thfome difordcr. 
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C HAP. V. 

M’he fquadron fails from Madrafs for Trinconomale in Ceylon.— Befcriptmi if 
that harbour and ifland. — Account of the Cinnamon^tree., See. with the minerals, 
and vegetable and animal preduBions. — Particular defeription of the Elephant 
and Tyger, and various forts of venomous infeSls, See. 

O N the coaft of Coromandel, the N. E. monfoon * blows from November I755* 
X.O March or April, and fometimes to May, when the S. W. monfoon 
commences. Along this coaft the current generally fets with the wind ; to the 
northward in the S. W. monfoon, and to the fouthward in the N. E. mon- 
foon. To avoid the danger that might, and too frequently doth enfue from 
the fhifting of the monTbon, we failed from Madrafs the yth of April, in 
company with the Cumberland, Tyger, Salifbury and Bridgewater, for Arin- 
concmak in the ifland of Ceylon, and on the 2 id of the fame month came to 
an anchor in that harbour. At five in the afternoon Mynheer Van Beaumount 
the governor came on board to congratulate the admiral on his fafe arrival at 
‘Trinconomale, and to offer him every afliftance the place afforded. , At his 
leaving the (hip we fainted him with 13 guns. He afterwards waited on 
Commodore Pocock on board the Cumberland, and at his raking leave of him, 
was i'aluted by the fame number of guns. The next day the admiral and 
commodore, attended by all the captains of the fquadron, waited on the 
governor at the fort ; they were received in the great hall with trumpets, 
drums, and three vollies of fmall arms. After drinking coffee, tea, and a 
glafs or two of wine, they took their leave. They were complimented, both 
at their entering and quitting the fort, with a difeharge of 21 guns. 

T rinconomale harbour is a very good one for fliips to put into when in 
diftrefs, and perhaps is better calculated for wooding and watering a fqiia- 
dron, than any other in the Eaft Indies. It very much refembles that of 
Portfmeuth, and is almoft quite land-locked but this laft circumftance, in fo 


'Phere is a fpccicsof winds obfervable in the Indian feas, within the tropics, called by the 
Tailors rnon/oons, which during fix months of the year blow one way ; and the remaining fjx 
the other. 

The occafion of them in general is this : when the fun approaches the northern tropic, 
there are feveral countries, as Arabia, Ferfia^ India^ &c. which become hotter, and reflet^l 
more heat than the feas beyond the equator, which the fun has left; the winds therefore/ 
inftead of blowing from thence to the parts under the equator, blow the contrary way ; and 
when the fun leaves thofc countries, and draws near the other tropic, the winds turn about^ 
and blow on the oppofitc fide of the compafs. At the time of the Ihifting of thefe winds, the 
Indian fcas are very fubjed to be tempeftuous, and the navigation becomes very unfafe. 

JR.owNiNCi’5 Natural Philofiphyy vol. i^ 
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1755. hot a climate, may be rather reckoned an inconvenience, for hereby the free 
circulation of the fea-breezes, fo neceflary to refrelh the men on board the 
fhips, is greatly obftrufled. The trade of this port is very inconfiderable; 
and it is manifeft that the Ible view of the Dutch in fortifying this and the 
fevcral bays and rivers round the ifland, is to prevent other nations from 
fettling here, or having any commerce with the natives. 

The ifland oi Ceylon is very large, being 250 miles long, and 200 broad. 
The inner part of it is in pofleffion of the natives, who are of thtGenteo reli- 
gion, and they call their king the king of Candy. The Dutch having taken 
care to fecure to themfelves the whole fea-coaft, endeavour to reconcile him 
to their converting the rich fpices of his country to their own advantage, by 
making him frequent prefents j but fometimes they have found him very 
refraftory, and their fucceeding in this important point has been attended 
with great difficulties. 

There are many trees of different kinds to be met with on this ifland, fuch 
as the euphorbiumt tulip-tree^ ebony., redwood, cajfta, cocoa-nut, cotton, lime, 
mangoe, citron, and black and yellow teak-, thefe laft have a moft beautiful 
grain, but are fo hard as to be very deftruftive to the cabinet-maker’s tools. 
But the tree peculiar to this ifland, and which has proved the fource of inex- 
hauftible riches to the Dutch, is the Cinnamon, which grows wild in every 
wood on the fouth weft part near Columbo, but there are few to be found near 
Trinconomale. This tree is propagated by a bird’s eating of the fruit, part 
of which he difeharges again, and afterwards the feeds of it take root. It 
grows fomewhat like our common hazel ; the leaves refemble thofe of the 
laurel, but with this difference, that they have only three fibres in their 
compofition. According to fome, it has three barks; but all agree that it 
has two. What they ftrip from trees of a middling growth, is the beft 
Cinnamon. The very young trees are not fit for rinding, and the old ones 
they cut down for firewood. From the root of this tree, the Camphora is 
extracted. But the greateft quantity of this laft drug is brought from 
Sumatra, where it is fold in fmall flat cakes, at the enormous price of 4/. 
fterling an ounce. One pound of this genuine gum, Mr. Thomas was told, 
will produce an hundred pounds of fuch as is brought to us from the 
Indies after adulteration. 

Coffee alfo grows wild here ; as do the trees and plants which produce 
Balfam. Capivi, Dacca, 

Gambogiim, Cinquenomale. 

Not having heard of this laft before, Mr. Thomas imagined it to be a name given 
by the natives to a certain drug. A Dutch furgeon refiding here, fhewed him 
a balfam or oil extradled from it by diftillation, and which he aflbred him 
was a very good medicine in a paralytic numbnefs. This gentleman alfo 
prefented him with a fample of a gum'growing here, which he called Badule 

he 
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Jie told me rt was but lately noticed, and that as yet they knew not the ufc 1755. 
of it. » — ■ 

Every morning and evening we Were gratified with a fine odour from the 
trees that were in bloom. At firft we took them for the cinnaman, but they 
proved to be nothing more than common flowering flirubs, of winch the 
whole ifland is full. The foil between the hills, which are very high and 
rocky, is a fat red earth; and the vallies arc extremely pleafant, having a 
clear rivulet running almoft through eveiy one of them. Here arc alfo 
veins of black chryftal, intermixed with {par, and iron, and fomc black 
lead, and copper ores. I am almoft perfuaded alfo that this country produces 
tin, for Mr. Thomas *, who was a Cortnflo gentleman, and particularly 
curious in fuch matters, aflured me, that during his flay on the ifland, he 
picked up as fine a piece of ore of that kind as ever he had feen in 
iOorwjual, and that he intended carrying it home with him in order to 
{hew it as a fample. I fliall only add, that if this very valuable com- 
modity is really to be met with in this country, it is aftonifliing that the 
crafty Hollander {hould not as yet have found it out, who was never known 
to fpare pains in difcoverics of any kind, as this would manifcftly turn out 
to his inexpreflible advantage. The ifland alfo produces topazes, rubies, 
garnets, &c. which the inhabitants difeover by walking the foil they grow in. 

Neither harp-pells nor ventel-traps are found here, but numbers of painted 
cockles, and others which are commonly called the panama-Jhells. 

We found the country to abound allb with many uncommon curiofiries-; 
particularly the creeping leaf: This is certainly a fpccies of the grafliopper; 
it has every member you fee in common infefts, fuch as head, legs, wings, 
and body, and of a pale green colour, but yet in fiiape and appearance 
exaftly refemblcs a leaf. 

A great variety both of wild aird tame fowl are to be met with here, 
and which are fold at a low price. A dozen of fowls, or five ducks, for a 
rupee, not quite a half crown of Englijh money. The bay, which has many 
coves, abounds in fifli, cfpccially the cavally, and Jurmullet thefe are to 
be had very cheap. Th? lame may be faid of the fruits of the ifland, 
fuch as pine-apples, jacks, bananoes, cocoa-nuts, mangoes, &c. &C. A pine- 
apple may be bought for a penny or lefs, and all the other fruits in propor- 
tion. Money is the fame here as in Holland-, they have only a difierent 
way of reckoning, as 8 doit to a cajh, 1 2 cajh to a rtepee. A rupee goes but 
for two {hillings fterling, or four fchillings Dutch-, 96 doit make a rupee. 

Common deer they have here, in great abundance, and alfo Guinea deer, 
but few other horned cattle, and thefe too very fmall. We killed fix of 

* The author is obliged to Mr. Thomas for molt of the obfervations made on the country 
aiear 'Cdumbo* 
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1755 ’ their oxen one day during our dX^rinconomaky and the weight of the 
whole amounted but to 7 14 pounds. One of them weighed only 70 pounds. 
How different were thefe little, defpicable animals, from the oxen whicli. 
we flaughtered at Madagafcar^ each of which weighed from 6 to 700 
pounds and upwards ? But however fmall and contemptible the breed 
of bullocks may be on this ifland, nature feems to have made her full 
amends in the ftupendous fize of her elephants, which are faid to be the 
largeft of any in the known world 

The Elephant is certainly the moft extra<>rdinary qf all animals, and 
well merits a particular defeription. His body is heavy and grofs, gene- 
rally of a dark, dirty ceJour •, and though, when arrived at full growth, 
he is from twelve to fourteen feet high, and from eighteen to twenty in 

circumference, yet his head is ftill larger in proportion j and what is 

more extraordinary, his eye is no bigger than that of an hog, which it 
exaftly refembles. His legs are like four large columns, rather long than 
Ihort, and jointed like a cat’s juft above the feet, which are round at their 
bottoms, and do not fpread much beyond the bulk of the legs. His ears 
are flat, hanging down, and furprizingly large •, the tail is fmall, but 
long, with a few briftles at the end. At the two corners of his mouth 
grow two large tufks or teeth, which are what we call ivory •, thefe 
are fix or feven feet long in the male elephant \ in the female they 

are feldom half that length. But the moft extraordinary part of this 

animal is his probofeis or trunk, which is long and hollow like a trumpet, 
and ferves him inftead of a hand f to feed himfelf, being able to 
move it with incredible agility and ftrength, and to take up therewith 
the fmalleft thing from the ground, by means of a little point, which 
he can twift round it. His common food is leaves of trees, grafs, corn, 
and fugar-canes, of which laft he is particularly fond, Notwithftanding 
the unwieldinefs of this beaft, his morions are very alert, and he walks 
with great eafe, faft enough to keep a man on a good run. Many 
incredible ftories arc related by ancient authors of the docility and inge- 
nuity of this half-reafoning animal.' They arc faid to be fufceptible of affee- 
tion, fondnefs, gratitude and modefty. There is nothing but they may be 
taught: Arrian^ an author of veracity, relates, that he had feen an elephant 
dance with two cymbals fattened to his legs, which he touched alternately in 
cadence with his trunk, and that many others of the fame fpecics gamboM 
jfound him, keeping time with an aftonilhing exadnefs. 

Pli$^ too, fpeaking of the elephant which carried Porus in the battle he 
fought againft Alexander the Greats tells us, that perceiving his matter 
quite finking under the wounds which he had received, he lowered him- 

* Elephantas 11 multo majores erant q^iam quos fert India. Flinius* 

t Manus data elephantis, quia propter magnitudinem corporis difiiciles aditus habebant 
ad paftum. Cic, de Nat, Deor, lib, z, n,. 123. 
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fclf, that he might fet his tnafter down without hurting him, and pulled 1755. 
out the arrows which ftuck in him with his trunk ; at length perceiving 
him to faint through lofs of blood, he placed him again upon his back, 
and conveyed him in fafety to the camp : A moft amazing inftance 
of - the docility and gratitude of the elephant. No wonder therefore that 
the ancients made ufe of them in war, and fometimes with great fuccefs; 
but fince the invention of fire-arms they have not been found of equal ufe 
as formerly •, for they are remarkably terrified at fire, and will at the fight 
of it, frequently turn back upon their friends, and overthrow every thing 
that Hands in their way. They are chiefly ufed at prefent for the fording 
deep rivers, and carrying \)ver the baggage on their backs,* After the 
keepers have loaded them with feveral hundred weight, they faften ropes 
to them, of which the foldiers taking hold, cither fwim, or are drawn 
acrofs the river. In time of adion, they now. and then fix an heavy iron 
chain to the end of their trunks, which they whirl round with fuch agility, 
as to make it impofTible for an enemy to approach them at that time. 
Another ufe they ftill have for this creature in war, is, to force open the 
gates of a city or garrifon which is clofely befieged. This he docs by 
ietting his backfide againft them, riggling backwards and forwards with 
his whole weight, till he has burft the bars, and forced an entrance : to 
prevent which, moft of the garrifons in this country, have large fpikeS 
ftuck in their gates, that projed to a, confiderable diftance. However, 
after all, thofe prodigious animals are kept more for fhew and grandeur 
than for ufe, and their keeping is attended with a very great expence, 
for they devour vaft quantities of provifion ; and you muft fometimes regale 
them with a plentiful repaft of cinnamon^ of which they are cxceffivcly fond. 

I have been told, that it is no uncommon thing with a Nabobs if he has a 
mind to ruin a private gentleman, to make him a prefent of an elephant 
which he is ever afterwards obliged to maintain at a greater expence than 
iic can afford ; by parting with it, he would certainly fall under the dif- 
pleafure of the grandee, befides forfeiting all the honour which his country- 
men think is conferred upon him by 16 rcfpeclable a prefent. 

The notions of the Indians concerning the elephant are various. It haf 
been in all ages, and is to this day, the cuftom of the mental nations, to 
wrap up all their wifdom in iliort fehtences or proverbs, allegories and 
parables. Some of the Indians literally believe that the globe of the world 
is fupported by an elephant \ which notion probably had its rife from a 
proverb of theirs to that purpofe, but which certainly meant no more, than 
that the commerce of their country depended in a great meafurc upon 
elephants. I could not but remark too, that in alrnoft all their Pagodas^ or 
places of worfhip, they have the image of this creature depifled on the 
walls. Some imagine, that they place the elephant here as an emblem of 

— Eutrapelus cuicunque nocere volebat, ' 

Velliraenu dabat pretiofa—— Ho a. Epiji^ xviii* lib. i. 
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3^755* Gbffi omnircience ; while others rather think that they pay adoration' to 

— V— ' him, as being endowed with greater fagacky than themlclvcs, and therefor# 
pray to him for. a portion of his wifdom. The natives relate another 
inftance of the docility of thclc creatures, that in marching with an army^ 
they gather up every ftick of fize they meet with on the road, which towards 
the evening is fometimes increafed to a faggot large enough to drefs all 
the provifions for that night. 

But not to mention any more of the multitude of things reported of 
them ; the following particulars are what I obferved myfelf. They gene- 
rally Jland under the fliadow of fomc fpreading tree, to prevent their 
being dung by the little ant, which, notwithftanding their gigantic fize and 
bulk, is a great terror to them. To prevertt his crawling about them, they 
arc continually taking up dull or fand in their trunk, and throwing it over 
their heads and backs-, nay they fometimes take a whifpof draw or grafs, and 
brufli themfelves down with it behind, whilft with their briftly tail they fweep 
their fore-parts. When you firft approach them, they are taught by their keeper 
to make their Salaam ox obedience to you, which is done by falling almoft 
backwards, and making a prodigious erufiation or rattling in the throat, 
not much unlike the firft breaking of thunder. The keeper then mounts 
his fhoulders, which he could not polTibly do without the elephant's aHiftancc, 
who for that purpofe crooks one of his legs ; the keeper’s firft ftep is made 
on his lower joint, the next on his knee, and he then fprings upon his back, 
laying hold of the flap of his ear. After the elephant has performed many 
tricks at the word of command, then, to (hew you how capable he is of 
picking up the moft minute thing with his trunk, you are defired to lay, 
a filver fanam upon the ground : this, which is the fmalleft of all coins, the 
tlephant feels about for till he finds, then takes hold of it, and gives it to 
the keeper, as feated upon his back.. He laft of all throws out his trunk 
to its full length, by way of ftiaking hands with you, and thus the cere- 
mony is ended. Another cireumftance I obferved was, that whenever they 
drank, they always firft ftirred the water, and made it foul with their feet : 
The reafon for their doing this, is, that the gravel and fmall ftones which they 
hereby fwallow, help to digeft their food and not, as fome allcdge, that 
they render the vyatcr muddy, becaufe they hate to fee their own figure in 
that clement. One more particular relating to thefe animals, is their 
furprizing age. If we could depend upon what we are told by PhiloJiratuSi 
in his life of Apollonius Tyaneus^ and believe that this great traveller faw 
the very elephant on which Porus rode in the battle againft Alexander^ 
that elephant muft have been above 400 years of age. That they live 
till between a and 300 years is ftrongly believed ; and it is certain, that 
they are in full vigour, at much above an hundred : but it feems that 
nothing can be faid with certainty as to the exaft time that they ufually 
live : whenever I alked any of the Indians a queftion relative to this 
fubjeff, they always anfwcred me, “ PMs elephant, was my great-grand- 
father's.** 
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Tfie natives catch the elephant by the following method : they have two 
places ftrongly inclofed •, one contains fcvcral acres of land, the other is 
butfmall. W/jen they intend to hunt, which they always do in the night, 
they go in a large company, with each man a veflel of fire on his head. 
As foon as the elephant fees the light, he purfucs •, the man that is fingled 
out runs into the large inclofure, there drops his fire, and retires to a tree j 
the elephant prefcntly employs himfclf in trampling and fcattcring about 
the fire. When they have a lufficient numbes of them in the large inclofure, 
they fliut up the firft pafiage, and then decoy the elephants one by one into 
the fmall place, where they get ropes about them, and by the help of 
tame elephants convey them home. Sometimes, however, the men are 
overtaken before they reach the inclofure, when they throw down the fire, 
and fly to the next tree for fecurity. 

The Tyger alfo is an inhabitant of Ceylon j this Bead:, though fome- 
times found in other countries, yet is in a peculiar manner a native of the 
Eaji Indies. Malabar is the moft famous for the breed of this animal: 
there are it feems three kinds, but that which I am going to deferibe is the- 
largert, and by way of diftinftion, is called the his fkin is of 

a yellow, fandy colour, lliining and glofly, with long black ftripes i his 
head and mouth very large ; eyes exceeding lively •, teeth long and 
yellow } legs very thick, with furprizing (harp claws ; and the tail is 
perpetually in motion. The female tyger is faid to be much more fierce than 
the male, efpccially when (he has young. But they are both' beads of prey, 
and that of the moft cruel and favage kind ; for it is obfervable, that as the 
lion never eats any creature till after it is dead, and even groans while he is 
killing it, indicating a generofity of temper, fo the tyger tears his prey to pieces 
while it is living, and feems to delight in torturing it. If he meets with a 
dead horfe or a (heep, he will not touch it-, but if a tyger, tygrefs, and 
their young fall in with an herd of cattle, or flock of fteep, they are 
fure to make a terrible havoc among them -, for as they will only fuck their 
blood, and paunch a few of them, they have been known to deftroy four- 
fcore (heep in one night. They generally hide themfelves behind fome 
thicket in an inclofed country, from whence they dart out with incredible 
fiercenefs cither upon man or beaft that is pafling by. Mo-njieur I'hevenct, 
a French writer, fay. s, that “if a man (lands boldly upright, without 
betraying any fymptoms of fear, neither lion nor will venture to touch 
him.” This aflTertion feems to have no manner of foundation, at lead I 
(hould not chufe to venture on the experiment. It is very well known, 
that if ten men are in company, they will Angle out one particular perfon 
from the reft and they alfo feldom care to attack a wliite man, if a black* 
man be among them. The reafon for their making this diftinftion, is,, 
probably, that they are better acquainted with the black men, and. 
had rather prey upon them, than upon Europeans, to whom they are 
ftrangers. . 
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^ 755 * The woods in this ifland abound with various forts o£ venomous infers ; 
fuch as fnakes\ of an enormous fize and length; I haH a view of one that 
meafured 15 feet in length, and 30 inches in circumference ; fcorpions^ centi- 
fedeSy fpiderSy taraniulasy &c. I faw a fpidcr here as large as a road, with 
brown hair upon it; the legs were of the thicknefs of a large tobacco-pipc, 
and more than four inches long. A fcorpion alfo, which was taken out of a 
piece of wood, was brought on board the 9th of Mayy which meafured 8 
inches from head to rail, exclufivc of the claws : the fhell was as hard as 
that of a crab. 1 killed a centipede here which was more than 7 inches 
long. 

The natives of this ifland are the ftouteft Indians I ever faw. Mr. Knoic 
in his hiftory reports many ftrangc things of their religion and cuftoms, 
none of which I had an opportunity of feeing. He fays, that “ they have 
various ways of treating their dead. Some burn them, (which is not 
uncommon in Indiay) while others throw their limbs up into the forks of 
large trees.** This may be true, becaufe when our wood-cutters were 
once hewing down a ftick of timber, there fell from it, the fcull, and many 
bones of an human body ; and I alfo faw here a human body hanging 
on a tree. 

Other . hiftorians relate, that the natives of Ceylon feed on human 
flelh ; nay that they eat the bodies of their deceafed.. parents, imagining 
that no other fepulchre is fo fit for them as their own bowels, fince 
hereby they think they are changed into their own fubftance^ and live 
again in themfclves. This (hocking cuftom is reported of the ancient 
ScytbianSy and poffibly it might have been ufed by the old inhabitants of 
Ceylofiy but it is now in both countries entirely abolifhed and yet even at this 
time, thefe iflanders are faid to make cups of their parents fculls with 
a view that amidft their mirth and jollity they may be fure to preferve a 
rcfpeclful remembrance of them. — What a diference has cuftom wrought 

between 

♦ Sir William Temple^ in*Uie 2 cl part of hh Mi/cellaneaf obferves, that it was a fixed and 
general opinion among the weftern Scythiansy that all thofe who gave themfclves up to war- 
like adions and enterprifes, to the conquefls of their neighbours, and (laughter of enemies, 
and died in battle, or of violent deaths upon bold adventures and relblutions, went im- 
mediately to the vad hall or palace of Odipiy their god of war, who eternally kept open 
houfe for all fuch guells, where they were entertained at infinite tables, in perpetual fealls 
and mirth, caroufing every man in bowls made of the fculls of their enemies they had 
(lain, according to the numbers of which, every one in thefe manfions of plcafure was the 
moll honoured and the bell entertained. 

How this opinion was imprinted in the minds of thefe fierce mortals, and what effc£l it had upon 
their thoughts and pafTions, concerning life and death, is mod lively renrefented in the twenty- 
fifth and twenty-ninth llanza*s of that fongor epicedium oiRednor Ladhrog, one of their famous 
kings, which he compofed in the language about eight hundred years ago, after he was 

mortally ftung by a ferpent, and before the venom feized upon his vitals. The whole fonnet 
is recited by Olaus Wormius in his Liitratura Runica. But that which is extraordinary in it is, 
that fuch an alacrity or pleafure in dying was never exprefled in any other writing, nor 
imagined among any other people. The two (laii^a’s are thus trauflated into Latin by Olaus. 

S 1' A N Z A 


7 



[ 63 ] 

between us and them! fxnce thofc fpeftacles which* to us would appear * 755 - 
frightful and melancholy, are to them familiar and delightful. v— v— 

The boats ufed by the natives of Ceylon are trees hollowed ; but when the 
boat on account of the fize of the tree is too fmall, they build on top of 
it a trough, fquare at both ends j they are about 12 or 14 inches wide, 
and as many feet long ; the tree part at the bottom is much wider; they 
have outriggers and fails, much the fame as at Madagafcar. There are 
fome boats of this fort much larger, built between two trees, with which 
they go along fliore ; the others are for the fifliermen, in which they will 
go many leagues from the land. 

The Dutch fliew you in Ceylon., Adam's apple (as they call ir) ; it is in 
Ihape like the quarter of an apple cut out, with the two infijes a little 
convex, and a continued ridge round the two outer edges. It is of a 
beautiful orange colour, but of a poifonous quality. Some writers, induced 
by the exceeding fruitfulnefs of the idand, have fuppofed it to be 
the feat of tht terrejlrial paradife : but this opinion is not mine: that it 
was tht Taprobana of the ancients is not unlikely; and indeed there are 
ftrong reafons for believing that the ifland of ’Taprobana and Ceylon is 
the fame. The ancients, particularly Ptelomy, obferve that * Paprobana 
was famous for producing the larged breed of elephants, which is alfo true 
of Ceylon. 'Taprobana likewife was greatly celebrated for its fpiccs, and in 
this refpefl Ceylon may be faid to rival it, for it produces not only gingery 


STANZA XXV. 
Pugnavimus enfibus, 

Hoc ridcre me facit femper 
Qaod Balderi patris fcamna 
Parata fcio in aula. 

Bibimus cerevifiam 
Ex concavis crateribus craniorum : 
Non gemit vir fortis contra mortem 
Magnifici in Odini domibus. 

Non venio defperabundus ‘ 

Verbis ad Othini aulam. 

STANZA XXIX. 

Pert animus finirc, 

Invitant me Dyfa: 

Quas cx Odini auld 
Ochinus mihi mifit 
Laitus cerevifiam cum Aii» 

In fumma fede bibam» 

Vitse elapfae funt horae, 

Ridciw moriar. 


* Eftin finuGangetico, Narilng® regno ad verfa, Ce^lcn, novern regnis diftin^la, antiquis 
7afPobana difta. Cluvbrii Qtogra^^ lib^ v. 
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1755* and cardamoms^ but cinnamon alfo, and the fineft in the world. 

Again, Taprohana is faid to have abounded with Jionesi fo doet 
■C^lon f i and its rubies, topazes, and fapphires in particular arc reckoned 
the bcft in the Eaji Indies, faprohana is celebrated foi- its great fertility, 
and in this Ceylon is not at all behind it, for from the luxuriance of the 
foil, they have five kinds of rice which ripen one after another. From 
all the above circumftances fo exadtly tallying with each other, we are led 
to conclude, that the ifland now called £eybn, was the famous T aprobana of 
the antients. 

* The pepper grows here like our hops, fopported by poles ; the leaves arc of the Ihape 
of a common plantain, about four inches wide, and the flowers are very like the Item and 
feed of that plant ; but when the pepper Alls, it appears like a large bunch of fmall grapes 
ae they lie very clofe to the Hem. Onc'of thefe, accompanies the leaf on the fame ilalk. 

+ Nec verb ex nomine folo, verum etiam ex gemmis & marMritis grandioribus, aliifque 
.qua; de Tafrobane veteres tradunt, prxeipue verb ex fitu, Zeilm effe antiquum Taprebuitta 
apparet. Henr.Ste?hani«« Dmyfium Conuntnlmut. 
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CHAP. VI. 


^he fquadron leaves Trinconomale, and arrives at Fort St. David ; is driven 
out to feuy but returns fafe to the road, — The Admiral makes an excurjion 
to Chilambaram. — Manner of travelling in India. — Defcription of the 
famous Pagoda at Chilambaram. — Mr, Watfon receives his Majejifs com^ 
miffion appointing him Rear-admiral of the Red , — Mahomed- Ally, Nabob 
of Arcot, arrives in the neighbourhood of Fort St. David. — He is vifted 
by the admiral,^ &c. — He returns the admirals vifit \ the manner of his 
reception on board the fleet. — Account of fome particular Indian cufloms 
on that occafion. — Account of the land-wind,^ and its violent effeSls. 


T he fquadron having fpent near three weeks at in wooding, 

watering, and cleaning, on the lOth of May the admiral, commodore, 
and all the captains went on fliore to take leave of the governor; and the 
next morning, we failed with the whole fleet from Trinconomale,, and 
on the 14th cart anchor in Fort St. David's road. But in a few days 
after, we began to be fenfible that our anxiety for leaving Trin- 
conomale in order to return again upon the coaft, (the feene of aftion) had 
occafioned us to be there too foon ; for unluckily the monfoon did not 
change till after our arrival; and when it did, it blew with fo mucht 
violence, that we foon defpaired of riding out the ftorm. Therefore, 
on the 24th of May all the fliips were obliged to put to fea, but returned 
ai^^ain to St. David'4 road on the 31ft, without having received any material 
damage *. 


* TheS.W. monfoon Is commonly called the little won/ooH, hecaufe the dorms attending 
it, are not in general fo fevere, as ihofe in the autumn feafon ; but ever hnee the dcllru6liori 
of part of Admiral Bc/ca^vm's fquadron, which happened at this time of the y«ar, the EngUjb 
cannot be too fearful of its confequences. 

The following copy of a letter to me, though of an old date, from Lieutenant Jamef 
Jims of the navy, (now commander of his majefty’s ftiip Mont real J c7int\ot ha unacceptable 
to the reader, as it is pertinent to the fubjeft of this vernal monfoon, and as it contains 
the only particular and authendc account that ever was publiflied of the lofs of his ma- 
jedy’s Oiip the Namur of 74 guns, and upwards of 500 choice feamen, who perifhed on this 
('ccafion : Mr. JIms's probity as a man, and courage and ability as a fea officer, are well known 
both in England and the Eajl Indies. 


W« 
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1755* The Admiral, Commodore Pocock^ and Captain Knowhr^ happened to 
be on Ihore at the time the gale came on, and during the whole of its 
continuance, were much more agreeably engaged in a little cxcurfion they 
made to Deve-Cotah^ and the famous Pagoda of Chilambaram, They were 
accompanied by Lieutenant Carnac^ Mr. Doidge the Admiral’s fccretary, 
and Mr. Cobbe^ who gave me the following agreeable relation of their tour. 

‘‘ Our retinue confided of two fets of Palanquin-boys for each perfon ; 
Duhajh-boys^ 20 Peons^ a great number of Cooleys to carry the tent-baggage,. 

tables, 

“ We were at anchor in t\\Q Namur ^ \n Fort St^DavicTs road, Thu rfday /^pril 13th 1749. 
In the morning it blew fielh. Wind N. E. — N. E. by E. At noon we veered away to a 
cable and a half on the fmall bower. From i to 4 o’clock, we were employed in fetting 
up the lower rigffmg. Hard gales and fqiially, with a very great Tea. At 6 o’clock rode 
very well. At half an hour after, had four feet water in the hold. Immediately we 
cut the fmall bower cable, and Hood to fea under cur courfes. fliip laid out S. E. 

and S. E. by S. Our mate who cut the cable was up to his wailt in water at the biits. 
At half part (even, we had fix feet water in the hold, when we hauled up 1 ur courfes, and 
hove overboard moll of our upper, and all the quarter-deck guns to leeward. By tiinc 
quarters after eight, the water was up to our orlop gratings, and there was a great quantity 
between decks, fo that the Hiip was w'ater-log’d. 'Fhcn we cut away all the math, by 
which the fliip righted. At the fame time we manned the pump, bailed, and foon per- 
ceived that we gained upon the (liip, which put us in great fpirits. A little after nine 
o’clock, we founded, ana found ourfeivcs in nine fathom w'ater. The mailer called to cut 
away the ftiect-anchor, which was done immediately, and we veered away to a little better 
than a cable, but before (he came head to the fea, (he parted at the cheds tree. By this 

time it blew an hurricane f You may caficr conceive, than J deferibe, what a difmal, 

melancholy feene now prefented iifelf. The Ihrieking, cries, lamentations, raving, ddpair^ 
of above five hundred poor wretches verging on the brink of eternity I 

i had prefence of mind however to conlider, that the God All'viighty was alfodhc God AlU 
mercifulf with the comfortable relle<^tion and hope, that I had ever put my whole trull in him. 
1 then made a Ihort prayer for his protccHon, and jumped over board. The water at that 
time was up to the gratings on tlie poop, from whence I leaped. The firfl thing I grafped 
was a capitan bar ; from which, in company with feven m ire, I got to the David, but in 
kTs than an hour, I had the melancholy fight to fee them all waflied away, and myfelf 
remained alone upon it, almoll (pent. , I had now been above two hours in the water, when, 
to my unfpeakable joy, I law a large raft with a great many men driving towards me; 
when it came near, 1 quitted the David, and with much difficulty fwam to, and by the 
aflillance of one of our quarter-gunners, got upon it. The raft proved to be the Namur*$ 
booms. As foon as we were able, we lalhcd the booms clofer together, and faftened a 
plank acrofs ; and by this means made a good Catamaran. — Jt was by this time one o’clock 
in the morning. Soon after that, the feas were fo mountainous as to turn our machine 
wpfide down, but providentially with the lofs only of one man. 

About four o’clock we llruck ground with the booms, and in a very little while, all that 
furvived got on (liore. After having returned God thanks for his almoft miraculous good- 
iiefs towards us, we took each other by the hand (for it was not yet day), and trulling dill 
in the divine providence for proteflion, we walked forwards to find feme place to (helter us 
from the inclemency of the weather, for the fpot where wc landed afforded nothing but 
Vand. When we had walked about for a whole hour, but to no manner of purpoic, we 
returned back to the place where wc had left our Catamaran^ and to our no fmall uncafinefs 
found it gone. Day-light appeared foon after, when we found ouiTelves on a landy bank 
a little to the fouihward of Forto-Nonjo \ and as there was a river running between us and 
this Dutch fettlement, wc were under a needhty of fording it, and foon afterwards arrived 
at Perto-Novoy where wc were received with much hofpitality. 


From 
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tables, (tools, liquors, and provifions ; one or two Hircars one Havildah f, 1755; 
and a company of Sepoys^ by way of body-guard. So that our whole 
train confiitcd of near 200 perfons. The firft night we reached Porto- 
Novo^ where we encamped. The next day we got to Deve-Cotah. Mr. 

Hopkins the chief, having received fomc previous notice of our coming, 
met us upon, the road with another company of Sepoys \ and becaufe the 
weather was fo bad as to prevent our proceeding in our journey, he 
entertained us for three days at his own houfe in the mod friendly 
manner. 

'Deve-Cotah is a fmall fettlemcnt belonging to the Englijh Eaji India 
company, and was taken from the king of Tanjour by Major Lawrence 
in the year 1749. but weaicly fortitied •, and indeed the only rea- 

fon that induces them to hold it, is, becaufe it is a fort of key to all 
the I'avjour country. Here we continued till the weather became more 
favourable, when we again fet out upon our journey, and having crolTed 
one branch of the Coleroon^ we on the fame night reached a ChoUre 
within a few miles of that river. A Choltre is not much unlike a large 
fummer-houfe, and in general is little more than a bare covering from the 
inclemency of the weather. Some few indeed are more fpacious, and are 
alfo endowed with a falary to fupport a fervant or two, whole bufinefs 
is to furnifli all paflTengers with a certain quantity of rice and freih water. 

They are all of them built at the expence of private perfons ; for as it is a 
fundamental law in this country, that every individual fliall do fomething 
towards the benefit of the whole community, fo they are fure exaftly to 
fulfil it, according to their refpeffive abilities. One man therefore plants 
a tope or grove, a fecond digs a tank or large pond, another repairs a 


From our firft landing to our arrival at Perto-Novo^ we loft four of our companions; 
two at the place where wc were driven on Ihore, and two in crofting the river. After 
V. c had killiciently rclreflied ourlclves at Porfo-No’vo^ the chief there was fo obliging as to 
.'uc-mniodaic me wIlIi an horfe and guide to carry me to Fort St. Dauiity where! arrived 
iihour noon the day following, and immediately waited upon the admiral, who received 
me very kindly indeed j but fo e;<ceftive was the concern of that grjflt and good man for the 
iofs of fo many poor fouls, that he could not find utterance for thole queftions he appeared 
del) li us of alking me concerning the particulars of our difaftcr. 

'rill I reached Perto-No^vo you beheld me fhipwrcckcd and naked : I mud again repeat 
it, that the Dufih received, refrclhed, and kindly conveyed me to my truly honourable 
p.uron ; tlirouglt whofe gooclhefs and humanity, I am not only cloathcd and comforted, 
but aifo made lieutenant of the Sjrcuj from which fliip I date this letter. 

I am, Uc, 

JvVMES Alms. 

P. S. There were only 23 of us faved from the wreck, 20 of whom came on ihore on the 
booms.’* 


• Hircars, commonly fignify fpies, here mciTengers. 
+ An oiheer of Sefojs, of the rank of a ferjeant. 
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J755-. . roa4, wHitft a fourth builds a chtAtre., or perhaps a pageda. Thcfeftrbc- 
tures arc ever afterwards looked upon as the property of the public, and 
the founder of either of them is as much cried up in this country for his 
humanity and muniScence, as any perfon \n England is for eredting an 
hofpital or an inErmary. 

The method of travelling in this part of the world is very fingular, and 
therefore worthy of notice. 

As the roads are not furnillied with inns, you are obliged to carry 
mofl of your provifions with you, and all the implements to drefs it. To 
your Cooleys or fervants, whom you hire for this purpofe, you pay fo 
much by the day, and they find themfelves in vidtuals. Their chief food 
is rice, and their drink toddy^ both of which are eafily to be ])rocurcd in 
any part of the country, and at a rcafonable price. The Cooleys are very 
extraordinary fellows for bearing fatigue -, and are very little impatient eitlier 
of hunger or thirft. Their common rate of travelling is four miles an 
hour, and I have known them walk four-and-twenty hours without once 
breaking their faft. As people in this part of the world always travel in 
large companies, it fcldom happens that the whole caravan arrives at the 
place of deftination at the fame time. It is the cuftom therefore for thofe 
who get in firft, to make the neceflary preparations for the reception of 
fuch who are behind. The making a fire for dreflrng the vifiuals, is 
alwa;ys the firft thing done, for which purpofe fome are immedia’ely fent 
®ut to pick up flicks, whilft others are as neceffarily employed in mixing 
the ingredients for making punch, fsfe. 

One of the greateft inconvcnienctcs attending a traveller, is the difficulty 
of his getting a draught of water from any of the natives, fhould he chance 
to go on fafter than the Cooleys who carry his utenfils. Among the higher 
eajlsy I have known their fuperfticion carried fo far in this refpefl, as to 
imfift on all Europeans lying upon their backs, while the warer is poured 
into their mouths, ligft they fhould defile the veflel by the touch of either 
their hands or lips.* Upon the whole, though the method of travelling 
in India is not a little inconvenient to ftrangers ; yet it muft be owned, 
that the many ridiculous fhifts they are neceffarily put to, and the feveral 
laughable occurrences which happen upon fuch occafions, more than coni- 
penfate for the lofs of better accommodations. 

After having paffTed a very merry evening at this cheltre, every man be- 
took hhnfelf to his palanquin a.% a bed, while all our attendants flept around 
us. And it muft be confefTed, that except when they have drank toa 
deeply of the fermented toddy^ or ftiipificd their brain with bang and beetel- 
MUtt thefc fellows are very vigilant, and will wake with the leall noife or 
difturbance. Next morning before fun-rife, we relumed our march, and 
went OA without any impediment till we got to another branch of the 

Coleraon.y 
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Cokrootfy which was fo much fwelled by the late rains, that for the prcfent *755* 
it was judged impaflablc. We were now within little more than gun-fliot ' 
of Cbilambarant, and therefore were very unwilling to turn back,^ after 
having taken fo much pains. Our Harcar prcfcntly relieved us from our 
anxiety, by afluring us, that we fliould be able to ford the ftrcam in lefs 
than two hours, for he well knew that the tide had a great influence on 
this river, and he added, that it was now on the ebb. This intelligence 
gave us all great pleafure j therefore we made no difliculty of putting into 
the next cboltre, and there with great content we fat down to breakfaft. 

During our iVay at this cholire, we had leifure to examine the feveral 
travellers, who had pofleffion of it before our arrival. They cfiiefly con- 
fiftcd of thofe remarkable pilgrims, who come from the kingdom of Bengal^ 
and carry about wirh them veffels filled with the water of the Ganges, which 
is faid to have been confecrated by the ancient Bracbmans, and at this 
time is fuppofed to perform many miraculous cures. What truth there is 
in it, r cannot pretend to fay; but this is certain, that almoft the whole 
life of thefe poor creatures is fpent in this kind of pilgrimage, and there 
are many families in Bengal, whofe foie dependence is the carrying about 
this facred water to the feveral Brahmins in the fouthern part of India, who 
again difpofe of it among their refpeftivc difciples. It is a common faying, 
that there are cheats in all profelTions ; and for fome time we had rcafon 
to fufpeft it here. For upon our offering a large fum of money for 
one of their veffels, a certain old woman in the company began to liften 
to the propofal, and looked rather with a wifhful eye upon the gold which 
we held in our hands. On this a general clamour and uproar- arofe among 
the reft, which had fuch an effc<ft upon the old woman, that, whatever 
her intention might have been, fhe burft into a flood of tears, which put 
an end to our oaring her any farther temptation. 

In about two hours we plainly perceived that the ebb was made ; and 
feeing at the fame time an herdl'man with a drove of cattle paffing over, 
we were induced to try the fame experiment, and fucceeded in it without 
any difficulty. - 

Wc had no fooner got into the town of Chilamharam, but Mr. Carnae 
fat down on the bank of the river, and wrote a letter to Monf. Ville Neve 
the commandant, refuting at this famous pagoda, acquainting him wirh 
Mr. Watfon's arrival, and that the whole party v,ere defirous of making 
him a vifit. To which he immediately returned an anfwer, that “ We did 
him a great deal of honour, and hoped that we would come in fans cere- 
monie," Nloni. Ville Nove was only a lieutenant in the /rewii fervice, but 
a very genteel, well bred man. He entertained us with all the politcnels 
of his country. After dinner we drank their Britannic and Mojl Cbriftian 
Majefly’s health’s, good fuccefs to each of our Eajl India companies- affeirs } 
and the ladies sx Madrafs Pondicherry, Our flay here was not above 
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five hours, rather too Ihort to make any remarks upon the place j but what 
1 remember I will briefly let down. 

Chilamharam Pagoda is one of the largeft in all India. It was once in 
the poflellion of the En^UJh, who ncglefling it too much, entrufted the 
defence of it to only a ierjeant and twelve men. The French taking 
advantage of this, made a ludden attack upon It, and took it with great 
eafe. Its walls and gateways are ftrong and well-built. On the third 
inner wall are four fubllantial towers, curioufly wrought with figures of 
gods and and very much rcfembling the weft end of our cathedrals. 

In the middle court or Iquare is a very large tank of water, which is com- 
mon in this country, and is ufed for bodily purification. It has a great 
number of little pagodas or chapels round it. The paintings are but 
indifferent, and conlift of ftrange prepofterous figures. Towards the upper 
end, there h a dark repofitory, where they keep their Swamme, that is 
their chief god. The French indulge the Indians with full liberty of com- 
ing hither to perform the duties of their religion, and never in the leaft 
interrupt them. This indulgence, by the bye, brings in no final! gain to 
the craftsmen ; for as this place is a kind of Mecca, where al} perfons 
are obliged once in their lives to come and pay their devotions, fo the pil- 
grims are always making the French confiderable prefents for granting them 
this toleration. However, tlie prefent grand remains of tl-ic pagoda at Chil~ 
ambaram, arc very well worth a traveller’s obfervation, as they convey to 
the mind a very clear and diftinQ: idea of its former magnificence.” 

Not many weeks after Mr. WatforC% return from his excurfion to Chilam- 
haram, he had the fatisfaftion to receive his majefty’s commiffion, promoting 
him to the rank of Rear-admiral of the Red, and he accordingly hoifted the 
red flag at the mizen-top-rriaft head : and at the fame time Mr. Pocock (to 
the very great pleafure of j;he admiral, and of every other gentleman of 
the fquadron) hoifted the white flag on the fame maft-head on board the 
Cumberland, The promotion of thefe two gallant officers gave great 
fatisfaiflion not only to the officers in the marine department, but to thofe 
of the king’s troops, and the company’s land forces, to all of whom our 
two admirals had carried themfelves with fo much affability and policcnefs, 
that they ftood very high in their aftedlion and efteem. Such an harmony 
and good unJerttanding prevailed among the feveral branches of military 
gentlemen in this part of the world, as promifed the fureft hopes of fuccefs, 
ftiould an opportunity offer of attacking the enemy. 

Whilft our fquadron lay at Fort St. David, Mahomed-Ally, Nabob of 
Arcot (in whofe intereft we were engaged) arrived in that neighbourhood. 
As loon as he drew near the boundaries. Colonel Adlercron, with a captain’s 
guard, immediately waited upon him •, as did the fame day Mr. Starke, 
the deputy governor of St. David, and his whole council. The next 
morning the admirals IVatfon and Pocock, with the feveral captains, lieu- 
tenants, 
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tenants^ and midHiipmcn of the fquadron, made him a vifit; Admiral 1755. 
Watfon having firft given him notice of their intention, and the Nabob in 
return fending word that he was ready to receive them. The ceremonial 
obfcrvcd upon this occafion, was, the admirals, captains, and lieutenants 
were carried in palanquins two and two a-breaft. The number of midfhip- 
mcn indeed was fo great, that no palanquins could be got for them •, they 
therefore walked on foot, four and four a-breaft, at the head of the palan- 
quins^ drefted in their uniforms, and with their fwords. The admiral’s 
iccretary, chaplain, and a few other ftaff-officers of the fquadron, clofed 
the proceffion. At their coming within a fmall diftance of the Nahob^% 
camp, they were met by his captain-general, who was fent out in compli- 
ment to the admiral, and who prefently conduced him to the Nabob's tent •, 
at the entrance of which he ftood, and received Mr. Watfon with great 
politenefs, embracing him at the fame time in his arms. The admiral 
immediately prefented to him his brother officer Mr. Pocock^ and after him, 
the captains, lieutenants, and midfhipmen, acquainting the Nabobs as he 
received them fcvcrally to his embraces, in what charafters they ftood. 

When this firft ceremony was over, the Nabob fliewed them the feveral 
apartments of his tent. He placed Admiral Watfon on a wool- pack, 
which made his feat fomewhat more raifed than the reft. At Mr. Watfon'% 
left hand Mr. Pocock was feated •, and to the left of him the captains, lieu- 
tenants, On the admiral’s right hand, the Nabob placed himfelf, and 

next him were ranged in order the feveral officers of his court. 

The Nabob was between thirty and forty years of age, and of a middle 
ftature. His complexion was much lighter than that of the common 
Indian, His drefs was entirely white, and confifted of a long robe or veft- 
ment which reached down to his heels. His turban was alfo white, and 
quite plain. In (hort, he had no other mark of diftinftion about him, but 
that of a truly majeftic countenance, tempered with a great deal of plea- 
fantnefs and good-nature. The admiral (by means of an interpreter) con- 
gratulated the Nabob on his feeing him in fuch good health, and affbred him 
that he was particularly happy in having this opportunity of pj^iying him 
perfonally thofe marks of friendfhip and efteem which he had long enter- 
tained for him, on account of his excellent charadter. To this compliment 
of the admiral’s, the Nabob made a very handfome reply. Mr. Watfon after- 
wards rejoined, that ‘‘ he was extremely concerned for the calamities which 
the Nabob's countiy had experienced in the late war*, but he hoped better 
times were now coming on, which would more than compenfate for all paft 
misfortunes.” The Nabob in the caftern llilc replied, “ ft is true, fir, that I 
have fuffered much, but the remembrance of thofe troubles is no more; 
the heavens have made me ample amends for all thofe misfortunes in the 
honour I receive from your vifit.” Mr. Watfon,, with a heart full of honefty, 
and with a countenance which fpoke the finecrity of his foul, affured him, that 

the thing he moft paffionately wifiied for, was an occafion to do him 
fcrvice ; and that it was principally for this purpofc, the king his matter 

7 * ^ 



t 7* ] 

55. had fcnt him with his fquadron into tht Indian kas,** The Nabob appeared 
■ greatly plcaled with the fraaknefs of this declaration, and immediately 
turning to the feveral officers of his coiirt, he repeated to them the admi- 
ral’s words, and they too, upon hearing them, did not fail to participate 
in the joy of their maftcr. 

The Nabob, upon this occahon, ordered a rich perfume of what is called 
the Otta of roles to be brought to him, a few drops of which, he put into 
his hand, and having himfelf opened the bofom of Mr. Watfon's Ihirt, he 
rubbed the fame over the admiral’s breaft. This was intended as the 
higheft honour he could confer upon him. He afterwards did the fame to 
Admiral Pocock ; and his Bukhjhi, or treafurer, performed the like ceremony 
on all the other officers ; Beetel-nut and chunam were then moft plentifully 
dillributed, and (howers of rofe-water fell upon all. Mahomed- Jlly then 
folicited Mr. Watfon to give him leave to make him a prefenr, which the 
latter nobly declined, repeating to him, that “ the king of Great Britain 
itad Tent him thither to do the Nabob fervice, and to fecure to him his 
country from the attacks of all his enemies ; which commiflion he would 
always execute with fidelity, but could never think of diftrefling him by 
accepting prefents, which be very well knew in the prelent circumftanccs 
of things could be but ill fpared.” He concluded, with “ defiring him 
always to look upon him as his fincere well-wilher, who would be glad to 
flicw him thole real marks of fricndfliip which his king and countrymen 
had for him, and of the attention which they paid to his interefts.” 
The Nabob appeared extremely furprized at this uncommon ftrain of 
generofity in the admiral, though at the fame time he could not be dif- 
pleafed with it. They parted foon after, exchanging a more familiar embrace, 
than what they had given each other at their firft meeting. Mr. Watjon 
returned to the fort with his whole company, which confifted of about an 
hundred perfons, and all had the honour of dining with him. 

The day following. Captain Hajlup, a brave and experienced officer, and 
commandant of his majefty’s artillery, waited upon the Nabob, accompanied 
with almoft all the other officers in that department. And they all met with a 
moft gracious reception. The Nabob foon returned thefe feveral complimen- 
tary vifits, paying them in the order his own judgment beft dire<ftcd him •, 
rfa:. ’to the admirals, colonel, governor, and commanding officer of the 
train. 

In the v'ifit which he made to the two admirals, he came from hU camp 
to within a fmall diftance of the fort, feated on the back of an elephant. 
He was accompanied by two moft beautiful boys, his fons, who rode 
on the fame animal, and whom he afterwards introduced to the admirals. 
Nine other Elephants were loaded with his grandees, domeftics, and band 
of mufic. His train confifted of ten or twelve camels, befides three or 
four hundred ho'rfes, five or fix thoufand Stjpoys, and perhaps ten thoufand 
7 Cooleys 
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eooleys and fpcftators. As foon as he came near the fort, he alighted *755-. 
from his elephant, and then got into his palanquin^ which was the ncheft ' 

I ever faw ■, the Pi^eree, bed and culhions, being embroidered and inlaid 
with gold. The admirals met him at the entrance of the fort, and as 
they were now well acquainted, they familiarly embraced him, and led him 
up the flairs into the great room defigned for his reception •, where he was 
placed between them on a feat, covered with crimfon-velvet culhions, 
embroidered with gold. One very remarkable circumflancc happened 
on this occafion ; Mr. Coh^e, at the admiral’s requeft, had put on his 
canonical drefs, and the Nabob perceiving that he was uncommonly 
attired, feemed very defirous of knowing who he was. Upon being 
informed that he was the admiral’s chaplain, he made him a, fecond 
falaam^ and defired much that his own Faquier * might be introduced 
to him 5 who entered prefently afterwards, quite in the apoftolic habit. 

He had a kind of white cloth that went round his loins, and another of a 
coarfer fort flung carelefsly over one flioulder. He had no turban, and his 
hair was tied in a knot behind, while his beard hung down almofl to his 
middle. He wore a fort of fandals on his feet, and loofe iron chains about 
his legs. But exclufive of his extraordinary habit and appearance, he had 
fomething very wild and flaring ’in his looks ; and indeed none are admitted 
into this particular order, without having manlfefled fome degree of enthu- 
fiafm and madnefs. The two holy men congratulated each other on their 
refpeftive oflice, and then feated themfelves with the refl of the company. 

The Nabob was faluted by the guns of the fort j and all the officers and 

troops of the garrifon were under arms upon the occafion. The fevcral 
■fliips of the fquadron likewife fired, upon a certain fignal being given 
to them from the fort. The Nabob attentively eyed thefe lafl, and feemed 
much pleafed with the view of them, though they lay at their anchors 
at the diftance of at lead three miles. Mr. JVatfon gave the Nabob an invi- 
tation to go on board the fquadron, which he at that time declined, 
by reafon (as we imagined) of the furf of the fca, which in general 
IS very rough here. He defired however, that the curiofity of his generals 
and fome other of his grandees might be gratified with a nearer view of 
the Ihips i accordingly, attended by fome of our officers, they went on 
board immediately. While they were vifiting the fcveral fhips of tiie 
fquadron, the Nabob took his leave of the admirals, and diredted his 
courfc to the water-fide, where he had ordered his tents to be pitched, 
that he might the more conveniently dine f there, and entertain himl'elf 


• Faquier or Fakir in the Arabian tongue fignifies a mendicant monk. This is a par- 
ticular prieftly order, of a mortifying call, who make a vow of po/erty, and live entirely 
on the charity of others, 

• 

+ Thd Indian cudoms differ fo much from our’s in regard to mating, that it was impof- 
fiblc for th? admiral to afk the Nabob to dine with him. 

L with 
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1755. with the fca profpc<Et. After dinner he returned Co\ov\t\ Adlercron't and 
the governor's vifits, and the next day that of captain Hafiup. When Hi* 
generals and' other grandees returned from the deet, they gave him fo pleaf* 
?ng an account, tliat he refolved tn go on board hirofelf} and accordingly 
having fignified his defire to the admiral, the latter appointed the next 
morning for attending him to the Kent. 

The Nabob accordingly came, and padH^d through the fwell in the boat, 
with the greateft unconcern, and after he got on board, heard the fhip falutc 
him without any furpfizc or emotion at the noife. Admiral Watfon led 
him by the hand to every part of the vcITel. He was very inquifuive, 
and made many pertinent remarks on fo vaft, fo curious, and wonderful 
a machine-, but above all other things, the lower deck battery, which 
confifted of 28 guns, carrying balls of 32 pounds, ftruck him with alto- 
nifliment : the admiral perceiving this, ordered the gunner to exercife a 
few of the cannon as in the time of an engagement. The Nabob appeared 
greatly pleafed with this, and the other different manoeuvres within the 
mip; and afterwards retiring to the great cabbin, the admiral told him, he 
would now give him a view of a man of war under fail, and accordingly 
threw out the Tyger'% fignal to chace to windward. Captain Latham, 
having had previous notice of the admiral’s intention, immediately flipped 
his cable, fet his fails, and worked to windward ; and as he pafled the 
Kent's ftern, fainted the Nabob with his cannon. This added greatly to 
the fatisfaftion he liad before felt, and lie cxpreflTed himfelf thoroughly 
fenfibie of the honour that had been done him. After he had thus agree- 
ably Ipent 'three or four hours on board the Kent, he moved for going 
afhorc. Both the admirals accompanied him, and on his leaving the fliip, 
the whole fquadron fired together. The yards were manned at the fame 
time, and the failors gave three hearty cheers. This general acclamation 
gave the Nabob a particular pleafure, and he ordered the interpreter to 
tell the admiral it was “ truly war-like,” The admirals waited upon the 
Nabob to his tent, where they parted, after exchanging reciprocal profeflions 
of friendfhip and efteem for each other *. 

Upon the admirals being firft introduced to the Nabob, they were by 
feme perfons given to underftand, that it would be expedted they fliould fend 
in prefents, and pull off their fliocs at entering his tent. Both thefe are ftridlly 
and truly the cuftoms ofthe Eaft, and from the carlieft ages have prevailed 
among the oriental nations ; and the Indians always infift upon them ; but as 
Mr. Watfon reprefented his Brittannic majefty, neither of thefe humiliating 
ceremonies was fubmitted to by him or his company. The prefent made 
upon thefe complimentary occafions is a mere trifle, for an orange or lemon 
‘never fails to gain admittance. Two or three Indian gentlemen coming 
one day on board the Kent, they, agreeable to this cuftom, prefented every 


• Soon after the exchange of thefe vifits, the author wrote an account of them to a friend 
ill England-, an itnpetfcft copy of which fpon appeared in one of the monthly magazines. 

officer 
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'Officer on the quarter-deck with a lime, before they prefumed to loo^ into 1 755. 
..wy of the cabbins or apartmeiMs of the ihip. But when they approach 
a great perfon for a favojur, it is ufual to bring prefents of the richcft and 
moft valuable things of the country : thus the Magi who came from the 
eaft to vifit our Saviour, it is laid “opened their treafurcs and prefented to 
“ him gifts, gold and frankincenfe and myrrh.” As for the other cuftom, 
the pulling off the flioes very much prevails now throughout the eaft, 
more particularly when the Mahometans enter their Mofques^ and the 
Genteos their Pagodas. Probably they derived this cuftom from the divine 
command given unto JWb/fj in the 3d chapter of the book of Exodus: 

“ Put off thy Ihoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou ftandeft 
“ is holy ground.” Let me add, that in this country we fee as many 
flippers and fandals at the doors of a Pagoda, as we do hats hanging up 
an our churches ; and your Indian fervants never even enter your room with 
their Ihocs on, if they have a mind to Ihew majler any rcfpeifl. 

There ftill remains another cuftom which comes properly to be noticed 
here, and which is very common in this country, the fending for a fet of 
women, who arc called dancing girls, upon every joyful occafion. We 
engaged a fet of them upon the day the Nabob returned Mr. Watfon'% 
vrfir. I could not fee any thing in their performance worthy of notice. 

Their movements are more like tumbling, or (hewing poftures, than dancing. 

Their drefs is thin and light, and their hair, necks, ears, arms, wrifts, 
fingers, legs, feer, and even the toes are covered with rings of gold and filver, 
made after a clumfy manner. They wear two rings in their nofes, and by their 
Itaring looks and odd gefticulations, you would rather fufpeft them to be 
mad-women than morris-dancers. The band of mufic that attends them is 
not lei's fingular in its way : it is chiefly compofed of three or four men, who 
hold two pieces of bell-mctal in their hands, with which they make an incef- 
fant nolle ; another man beats what he is pleafed to call a drum ; and that 
they may not want vocal mufic to complete the band, there are always two 
others appointed to fing. Thefe laft generally lay in their mouths a good 
loading of beetcl-nut before they begin, which after having been well- 
chewed, tinges the faliva with fuch a rednefs, that a ttrangcr would judge 
them to bleed at the mouth by too violent an exertion of their voice. 

Thefe gentry are called licky-'faw from the two words iTn-tC’ which 
they continually repeat, and which they chant with great vehemence. 

The dancing girls are fometimes made ufe of in their religious ceremonies; 
as wiicn the priefts bring forth the images of their gods into the open fields 
on a car ornamented with lafeivious figures, thefe girls dance before the images 
amidft a great crowd of people; * and having been felecled for their fuperior 
beauty, arc very profitable to their ntafters the priefts, who arc (aid to 


• And Da'vicl danced i)efore the Lord with all his might, and was girded with a linneit 
“ ephod ( fo Da-vid and all the houfe of IJrael brought up the ark of the Lord with Ihouting, 
.and with the found of the trumpet.” 2 Sam. vi, J4. 

L 2 proftitutc 
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^7^5* proftitute them to all comers. They will tell you indeed that their goi 
‘ firft debauched them upon account of their beauty, and that ever after 
they muft remain facred to t\it church. 

During our ftay this time at Fort St. David, a very melancholy accjderfc 
happened to fome of our people, for the Kent'i boat in trying to get over 
the bar, was overfet by the violence of the wind and furf, and a young 
gentleman who was a midlhipman and relation of Admiral PacocFs, the maftcr- 
carpentcr, captain’s clerk, and two other men, were unfortunately drowned. 
This misfortune was entirely owing to their making ufe of their own boat, 
inflead of the common bar-boat, which is much better calculated for this 
particular purpofe. 

I (hall finilh this chapter with a Ihort account of the caufe and violent 
effefts of the land-wind, which in the fouthern parts of India blows for 
two or three hours in the morning with an heat that is almoft intolerable. 
As to the caufe, we may fpare ourfclvcs the pains of enquiry, if we only 
look on a map of the continent of India, and obferve, what a vaft traft 
of land this wind comes over, fome hundred miles of which are fand, 
which neccffarily muft give the wind every burning quality long before 
it reaches the Coromandel coaft. That this is the grand caufe of this 
common pheenomenon, is very manifeft whenever a (bower of rain falls 
at the time this land-wind prevails ; for if the wind in its way towards you, 
chances to pafs through the Ihowcr, you are furc to find the air agreeably 
cool, even though the day be ever fo clear, and the fun (bines in its meri- 
dian luftre ; whereas they who live only at the diftance of a few miles 
from you, but out of the direft line where the (bower palTed, (ball at the 
fame time be fainting under the ufual excelTive heat. Very many and 
great inconvcniencies arife from thefe winds. It is affirmed with confidence, 
that they will fnap glafs, if too much expofed to them. I have feen them 
ftrip off the fineering from a cheft of drawers, and they will certainly crack 
and chap almoft every wood that is not well fcafoned. Another great 
inconvenience arifing from thefe land-winds, is the whirling of the fand 
in one’s eyes: the air is fo full of fand, that there appears a perpetual 
hazinefs the whole day juft above the horizon. And when thefe winds 
blow with more than ordinary violence, great quantities of fand may be 
fwept from the decks of the fliips riding in the road, though near three 
miles from the land. This abundantly convinced me of the truth of that 
furprizing circumftance mentioned by the ancient hiftorians, of whole 
armies being buried under the mountains of fand, which are fometimes 
railed by thefe winds *. 

But befidcs the inconveniencies I have already mentioned, thefe land- 
winds have another quality which deferves particular notice j and that 

* Ad Ammonh nobiU^imum templuxn expugnandum, exercltum inittit ; qui teinpeflatibus 
It arcnaiujn molibus oppreffus, inierixt. Justxni, i. ix. ‘ * 

4 is. 
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is, the baneful ejflfcft they have on any perfon they blow upon, while 1755. 
he is fleeping. The confcquence of this is always dangerous, as it fcldom ‘ — 
fails to bring on a fit of the Barkers f (as it is called in this country), 
that is, a total deprivation, of the ufe of the limbs, which the patient never 
gets the better of till he returns to England^ or is braced up by fome 
Other climate. The method our gentlemen make ufe of to cool their 
liquors, is to wrap a wet cloth round the bottle, and fet it in the land-wind. 

And what is very remarkable, it will cool much fooncr by being expofed 
thus to this burning wind, than if you take the fame method, and fet it 
in the cold fea-breeze. 

f See Dr. Lini't treatife on the difeafes incidental to Eure/tani in hot conntrie*. 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. VII. 

The fquadPon leaves Fort St David, and toms tb an anchor in Madrafs road.^ 
Sails agifiih for Bombay. — The j/hips pro againft Account of 

the attack andfurrender of that fortttfs ; and of the cannons fioresy m 
and valuable '^ffeSls fmmi th&rei^Adrriiral Watfon pays a vifit to AngriaV 
voives and children, — His humanity towards them^^^l^ifi of Europeans 
redeemed from flavery, — Defcription of a Mahomedan Talifnian found in 
AngriaV houfe, 

1755. TN the morning of the 19th q( Augujt 1755, we once more took our leave 
X of Fort St. Davids and the fame evening came to an anchor with the 
whole fquadron m Madrafs road*. At the fame time, Commodore in 

the FroteEtory who commanded the company’s marine force in Indius and had 
come round to this coaft after his expedition and I'ucccfs 2ig'X[x\^Angria'\-y (com- 
monly called theP/>^/^?J failed ior Bombay, It being the time of the contrary 
monfoon, he proceeded by the foutbern paffage which he himfclf had happily 
explored the year before, and accompliftied in forty days, although obliged 
to crofs the equino6i:ial line, and to advance as far as 10® 30' fouth latitude., 
for the advantage of having the S. E. trade-wind frefh and certain to run to 
the weftward. This dilcovery is of iinpoitant and general benefit to navi- 
gation, Mr. James having proved the pafiligc to be, in the height of the con- 
trary monfoon, very* practicable, and not long; as it may be performed in 
little more than one of the fix months that the contrary rnonfoons blow- on 
the Malabar coaft, and which till now had rendered the communication by 
Jea between the prcfidencics on the coafts of Malabar Coromandel almolt 
impradicablc till the change. But befides its great importance to navigation, 
the difeovery is of elfential fervice to the company ; for ihouXdi Bombay be 


* ** In working up from Fort St. Danjut Ko Mci<h'a/sy if duringtheN.F.. monfoon, the mort certain 
and expeditious method is to llretch about 20 leagues to fca before you Hand in for the land. 
I know an inHance of two ihips of war failing together from Fort St. Davidy one of which 
never Hood farther than about, '6 or 7 leagues from the land, and was 14 days in her paHage 
to Madrafs ; but the other, by the forementioned method, performed it in 4 days. So in 
working to windward on this coaH in the S. W. monfoon, ihips Hiould be clofe in with the 
land about fix o’clock in the evening to make advantage of the land-wind ; and (hould be well 
olF fliore between 1 1 and 12 o’clock at noon, to make a good Hreich in with the fea breeze.” 

Extrail of minutes made by Captain Richard King, an officer n,vbom 1 fjall ha^e frequent 
occojion to mention. 

f In the month of April this gallant oificer with a very frnall force reduced fix of 
Any^riti\ forts, and took or deHroyed fifteen armed ve/fels in their harbours. One of thefe forts, 

* Severndroo^y was the HrongcH v^^^r/i? had, excepted, and covered his bell port for Ihcltcr- 

ing his ihips to the northward ol Gtriahy and was that which gave independency to bis ancef- 
tors. its vicinity alfo w Bombay his cruizers an opportunity of being with impunity very 
troublefome to the Englijhy as there they always had an afylum of retreat, cllcemed impreg- 
nable. See a particular acccunt of i^e Commodore*/ condufi and courage in this eypeditiony in Orme’s 
hillory ui India. 

attacked 
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a«tacked> by afli enemy, though our £|ua<^a was on the otthw? eoaft, vve can 1755, 
by this paiffage proceed at any time to its reldef. 

“We lay i»Mairafs till the loth of Ch^ieri^ when we alfo failed for Bomk^y-, 
to avoid the temped which was to be expected on the change of the tnonlopn, 
and to refit our feips, We arrived at thp nth of apd 

found there Lieutenant-colonel' Robert Clive,, who had lately landed on the 
idand with three companies of the king’s artillery from England- He was fent 
out with a defign of afting in conjunftion with the Maharqftas, againft the 
French in the Carnatic &nA. Deccan.-, but finding that a truce had been agreed 
upon with that- nation, and perhaps partly excited -by Mr, James's late 
fuccefs, it was judged proper by Admiral IVatfon, Mr, Bourchier Gover- 
nor of Bombay, Colonel Clive, &c. that the fea and land forces vinited 
with the Maharattas fliould attempt the deftroying Angria's piratical ftate, 
which was become exceedingly formidable, troublefome, and dangeroqs, 
not only to the Maharattas, who were his neighbours, but alfo to out 
Eafi India company, and the whole Malabar coaft. I'he admiral imme- 
diately informed Mr. Bourebier, that his majefty’s Ihips which he had 
the honour to command, were in readinefs to proceed on the intended; 
expedition, and that the fooner they entered on the bufmefit the better •, as 
the careening and refitting the fquadron would be a work pf time, and 
more proper to be done after, than before, foch an undertaking. But the 
governor not haying been able to fettle every thing relative to the co- 
operation of tiie Maharatta forces, and thofc of the Eajl India, company j or 
the government of the fotcrefs in cafe it fiiould be taken } he fent Mr. fflatfon 
word, that ail thefe preliminaries ought to be adjufied before the expedition 
took place, left any difpute might arilc afterwards and that from tl\e prefent 
complexion of our allies, he apprehended the fettling thefe matters would 
take up fome time. 

Upon receiving this intelligence, the admiral thought fit to alter his firft 
plan, and accordingly ordered the whole fquadron to fail into the harbour 
to careen. But while the careening work was going forwards, the admiral 
thought proper to difpatch Commodore Jaynes with three of the companies 
foips to look into Geriab, and reconnoitre the harbour and fortifications ; 
this gentleman’s diligence and fuccefs in the affair cannot better be exprefled 
than in his own words, in a letter he fent to the admiral the day of his 
return from Geriah. 

?V Charles Watfon Efqj Rear-admiral of the Red fquadron of his majejiy's 
fleet, and .commander in chief of all bis majefly’s flips and veffels in the 
Eaft Indies, and of the marine force of the Eaft India company. 

SIR, 

I Have the honour to inform you, that I arrived off Geriah, with the 
Protestor, Revenge, and Guardian tinder my command, on the morning 
of the 14th inftanti where I faw the enemies fleet, confifting of 3 three-rhaft 
1 grabs, 
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*755- grabs, 8 kftchcs and it or 14 gallivats in the harbour, rigged and 

‘fails bent, with one thrce-maft grab having only her lower ma|lt;^.Hgged. 
— I ftood into fcven fathom water, when I think I was within pdibl: bunk 
Ihot of the fort, but they did not fire at U8.~I wais exceedingly, 
at finding the place fo widely different from what I had heard 
fcntcd ; 1 affore you. Sir, it is not to be called high, nor in my opinion 
ftrongv it is indeed a large mafs of buildings, and I believe the walls may 
be thick, but that part of the works which fell under my obfcrvation, and 
which was three quarters of their circumference, is quite irregular, with round- 
towers and long curtains in the caftern manner, and which difeovered only 
thirty^two einbrafures below, and fifteen; above. Op the weft fide of the 
harbour is a fine flat table land oppofitc the fort, and I think within 
gun Ihot, but I am fure within diftance for bombarding, and from whence 
a very good diverfion might be made, while the principal attack is carried 
on by the (hips, and from a hill to the fouthward of the fort. The hill is 
Very near to, and full as high as the fort, for when wc were at a confiderable 
diftance it hid all the fort except the top of one houfe and the flag-ftafF: 
ic is alfo very plain from our -depth of water, that the fltips can go near 
enough for battering, and confequently for throwing Ihells. There are 
alfo three fandy bays under this hill, without any furf to render the land- 
ing difficult i the firft two arc rather too near the fort, but the tiurd is 
Out of their line of fire — The water is deep enough for the fliips to cover the 
defeent, and the hill fo acceffible as to make the getting up of cannon, 
quite eafy afterwards. There is a very large town betwixt the fort and this 
hill, the houfes of which arc covered with Cajans, and which the inhabitants 
will undoubtedly abandon and deftroy upon our landing, and then fly to the 
fort as at my attack of Severndroog ; in which cafe, great numbers muft be 
killed by the Ihells, the place being fo crowded and populous that they cannot 
fall amifs, and many upper buildings muft of courfe be knocked down, which 
will occafion great diforder and confufion. — They fent out no boats while 
I was off" the place, and to deceive them, I caufed all the fails to be furled 
a little before dark, and made the fignal to anchor-, after which I ran 
out of fight in the night, fo that they are ignorant whether I proceeded 
to the northward or fouthward.— Several of the Gallivats had blue, or green, 
and white pendants like the Portuguefe at their maft heads, and one of 
them had a white flag with a red crofs in the middle, which they hauled 
down when I drew near. — Nothing remarkable has happened in this cruife 
the Maharatta fleet was at Severndroog on my going down and coming 

up, 1 (hall be happy to v/ait upon you to relate farther particulars, 

and have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your moft humble 

and obedient fervant, 

W. J A M E S. 

Proteflor, off Bombay, 

21 Dec. 1755. 

About 
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‘Ab0SWilep4«fl.a|fen' Mr. it being rumour’d that *755- 

alarm’d att ljie great pitpiaranqw to attack him, had in a fit of defpondency ' 
Vpfolved to invite the P&rtuguize to- take pofleffion of Geriah, and to hoift 
the flag of. that nation in the fortrefs, the admiral fent alfo his own firft 
lieutenant. Sir WtlUamMmet Baronet, and who was a good draughtfman, 
in the Revenge frigate before Gefiab, to obferve whether any alteration had 
taken place there, and with orders to afeertain as near as poffible the exafb 
ftate of, the harbour and the fort.? ‘Tullagee Angria, on feeing the Revenge 
come to an anchor in the very mouth of his harbour, and her boat found- 
ing all round it, gave orders to the commanders of his grabs and galiivats, 
fome of which he filled with combuflible matter, to pufti out, and burn 
Sir Hewet's veflfel, to punith him (as he termed it) for his in- 

folence. His intentions however were entirely fruftrated by Sir William' % 
judicious and fpcedy manner of executing the bufinefs he was fent upon. 

The heaving down and (refitting the feveral fhips of the fquadron, 
engaged all our attention for fome time, and this important affair was 
attended with many unforefeen difficulties : for on our endeavouring to 
heave down the Kent^ her careening tackle broke, fo that fhe righted fud-* 
denly before ffic was keel out. In a few days afterwards wemade the 
fame experiment again, but then her main-maft gave way. This was 
attended with great concern and vexation, and fuch as would have been 
without refource, had there not been another ftick in the company’s marine 
yard, which, after a whole month’s inceffant labour upon it, furnifiied us 
with another main-maft. The Cumberland had been fo very leaky for a 
long time, it was judged expedient to bring her on the fhore, to fearch out 
and repair the defeft. This was accordingly attempted the firft fpring-tide, 
but as Ihe could not be made to heel fufficiently at that time, fhe was 
brought off again the next tide, and foon after happily hove down by the 
Kent. The defeft, which had been fo long complained of, proved to be in 
hergarboard ftrake, and was effcftually repaired with much lefs trouble than 
was at firft apprehended. The admiral, anxious to have all his Ihips ready 
for the fca, and apprehenfive that another accident might happen fhould 
he attempt again to heave down the Kent., by the advice of the proper 
officers, ordered her to be brought to heel on the mud, and there her 
bottom was cleaned to within a few ftrakes of the keel. The ^Tyger and 
Salijhiiry hove down by each other without the leaft accident, and the Bridge- 
water aeafi King's fijher (loop went into the company’s dock. 

All things being at laft in readinefs for putting to f a ; a council was 
held, at Mr. ^^//sw’s particular defire, between the fea and land officers, - 

both of his majerty’s forces, and thofe of the Eajl India company, with a 
view of obviating any difficulties that might arife in regard to the proper 
diftribulion of prize-money, fhbold the intended expedition be crowned 
with filccefs. It was fettled at this council, that Admiral iVa'fm, as com - 
matter ip chief of tlie king’s fquadron, fhould have two thirds of one 
eighth of the whole; and Rear-admiral Poeeck, one third of one eighth.' 

M Lieutenant- 
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X 75 ^* Lieut^irant-Colonel Clive znA M^ov Chamhin were tq fti are equally with 
— ' the captains of the king’s fhips. The captains of the company’s Ihips^^ 
and armed velTcls, and captains of the army, were to have an equal fharc 
with the lieutenants of the men of war. The fiibaltern officers of the army, 
and lieutenants of tlie company’s armed (hips and velTels, were to have the 
fame diftribution as the wafrant-ofEccrs.of the navy, fsfr* 

Thefe articles however had fcarcely b^en agreed upon rn council, before 
Colonel Clive^ who commanded in chief on (hore, paid a v-ifit to Mr. JVatfon^ 
and acquainted him, that the army was not fatisfied with the terms on 
which he, as their commander in chief, was to (hare; and that to make 
thofe gentlemen eafy, who were to ferve under him, he found himfclf 
under the difagreeable neceffity of remonftrating, and requiring that, as 
commander of the army, he might be entitled to a more honourable di- 
vifion. The argument the gentlemen of the army went upon, was, that 
tho’ Mr. Clive^ by virtue of the commiflion he bore in common of lieutenant- 
colonel, could claim but an equal (hare with a captain in the navy *, yet on 
this ocfcafion, being commander in chief of the army, he ought certainly 
to be particularly diftinguifhed, and be admitted, at leaft, to (hare with 
Mr. Pocoeky the (econd (ea-officer, who was a Rear admiral. Mr. JVa^fon 
replied, that it was impofTible for him to. make any alterations in the 
articles agreed upon in council j neither indeed would his doing it be at 
all confident cither with cuftom, or the different ranks which Admiral 
Pocock and Colonel Clive bore in the refpedtive fervices : He told the colonel 
however, that to fatisfy the wiflies of the army, which in the prefent fitua- 
tion of affairs, he deemed to be 'a point of the utmoft confequence, he 
would give fecurity under his own hand, to make good the deficiency, out 
of any nioiiies he himfelf might be entitled to, fo as to make the (hare of the 
commander in chief of the army and that of Mfr. Pocock exaftly alike. 
The colonel, fenlibly ftruck with Mr. Watfon\ difintercftcdnefs, anfwered, 
that provided his officers were fatisfied with the propofal, he for his own 
part fliould come into it with great chearfulnefs. He accordingly took the 
firft opportunity of making thofc gentlemen acquainted with the admiral’s de- 
claration, who were fo much plcafed therewith, that from that moment all dif- 
content ceafed, and the expedition went oawith the greateft unanimity^. 

The troops, confifting of about 700 Europeans^ 300 ^opajfes^ and 300 
Sepoysy being put on board the king’s, and company’s (hips, the whole 

* After the rcduflion of Geriah, and the money taken Uiere had been diflrlbutcd according 
to the articles agreed upon in council, it was found that a confiderablc fum, a ihoufand 
pounds at leaft, was due from Admiral Watfon to Colonel Cti*ue upon this account. The 
admiral prcfently fent this fura with his compliments to the colonel; who returned it in the 
mod polite manner, acquainting the admiral at the lame time, that altho’ for the good of 
the fervice, he had found it nceefiary to appear to accept of the terms he had fo gene- 
roufly offered him, yet as the money could not come to him but out of the admirars private 
purfe, he had always determined with himfclf, and now an opportunity offered for. him to de- 
clare, thatheco|ild not, and would not accept of it by any means. Thus did thefe two gallant 
endeavour to outvie each other in mutual proofs of difinterefiedneis and generofity. 
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fleet failed from Bombay February 7th i756» and came to an anchor in 1756. 
Geriab road on the nth following. Wc found cruizing off the place, Cap- 
tain Martin with his majefly’s fhip the Bridgevoater^ and King's-fifher Hoop; 

-and the ProtdSor and two ao gun Ihips t>elonging to the company, which 
the admiral had difpatciied in to blow up the port. The Maha- 

ratta fleet were alfo here, Ophnfting of gw 4^r«w, and 40 or 50 of their 
fmaller vcllcls, or gaUivats. They lay to the northward of Geriab, in a 
creek called Rajapore, the fmall fort of which, they had taken from Angria 
juff before our arrival. This fleet was commanded by Nari-Punt. 

The Maharattas had alfo aflembled an army, confifling of about 5 or 
6000 horfc, and the fame number of foot, who were under the command 
of Ramajee-Punt, another of their general-officers ; this laft came on 
board the Kent to pay his refpefts to Admiral Watfon ; fome guns were 
fired on the occafion •, and the admiral, to do him the greater honour, con- 
duced him in perfon to the fcveral parts of the fhip, but at the fight of 
its batteries he appeared greaftly aftonilhed. 

The very fame day we arrived before Geriab, the admiral fummoned the 
fort to furrender. He received for anfwer, “ That the garrifon were well 
apprized of the force he brought with him ; but if, agreeable to the fum- 
mons he had fent, he was refolved to be matter of the fort, he mutt take it 
by force, for they were refolved to defend themfelves to the laft extremity.” 

The next morning, however, fcveral of Angria’s relations, accompanied 
by fome officers of Ramajee-Punt'i army, came on board, in order, as they 
pretended, to take a view of the fquadron ; but their real bufinefs was to 
found the admiral in regard to his final determinations. They had before 
waited upon the Mabaratt-a general on the fame errand. Mr. IVatfon gave 
orders for their feeing the ftiip, and afterwards told them to acquaint An- 
gria, that he once more, •demanded a furrender of the fort •, and that if he 
would give it up peaceably and with a good grace, before apy hoftilitics 
commenced, he, his family and people might depend upon his protedfion. 

In reply to this offer of the admiral, they earncftly intreated him to con- 
tinue with his fhips where they then lay, and promifed in a few days to 
return again to him with an anfwer. But the admiral, having been for- 
nifhed with demonftrative proofs from the obfervations made by thofe who 
had rcconnoitcred the port, and by Commodore James's venturing to go 
one night in the Protestor's barge fo far as to bring the flag-ftaff to bear 
S. W. which is within the fort, where he found not Icfs than three and 
a half fathom water, (fufficient depth for the large fhips to go in); he told 
them, he would not wait one moment, but on that very day, as foon as 
the fea-breeze would permit, he was determined to fail into the h.irbour, 
and there, and there only, would he treat. At the fame time he gave them 
his word, that urvlefs the fort fired fir ft on his fhips, while they were tinder 
fail, he would not commence hoftilities, nor before he had received an anfwer 
from Angria giving them to underftand Iiowever, that he fhould ne'e wait 
a great while for this anfwer, and tliat at all events he was determined to 
make himfclf, matter of the place. And as an earneft of his fixed rcfblu- 
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* 756 . tion ia piaracHbr^ Ke ar4«rc4 4m % pouii4 bjitf IJhould 

' be put into thcii^bancK nhitb lio <Wircdi a p^mt to 

their maftof> aij 4 'th<^ diimtliw ^etnk ^ 

Between one and two o’clock 

anchor, and ftood in with, 4 rn^f^w^ har- 
bour. 1 he outfidc column QskptmnHe^ny 

Smith,^ l\\i: Ihtdgezvafm*^ C^vtufi ^ 0 r^in^ IcdtljelSfte of battle con- 
filling of the Tyger^ Adn\W Watfm^ and.C;«ptain 

S^tle , Cnmkrland^ Sdijlur)^ 

Captain Thonms KnWfri iWJid ^ ^j(^mO(io^i‘e Jumu^ and 

Captain Morgan^ a fhip ctf 44 g^ belonging to the £afi India company. 
P>y which wuc difpoliuoii, according to the orders *f which the admnal 
idlied, each line of battle Ihip covered a bomb-ketch^ and protefled the 
column of fmaller veflels from the fire of iIk enemy* The Drah^ Warutu^ 
^Iriumfb^ Vtpet\ and Difpatcb bomb-veOcls, were under the diredion ot 
Captain Tovey^ of his ma^efty’s train of Artillery j and t\\^ Maharatla gil- 
livats and other Imall vefltls formed a third line out of gun-fliot. 


The engagement began about two» by the enemy firing on the Ktn^s- 
fiJ!jer\ which ihc and the Revenge foon returned. In lefs than a qiurtei of 
an hour, bcihg (till under fail, the admiral made the general fignal to 
engage Soon after rliat^ the Revenge anchored, as did alfo the Kait^ and 
the other fhips of the fquadron. But the Tyger having done this> without: 
the admiral’s perceiving her fignal, for he had ordered each fbip to 
a fignal on her coming to anchor, the Kent fell on board her, earned 


♦ On the death of Captiia Mij^hel in 1755;* Admiral firft licutcnaaic, Mr. Jol n llm^ 

r fon fuccceded to the comniand of the Kin£sfijher\ hut 0n yiv, FocoAS hoifting his fue, 
Ciptain Ha rt/aa wgs appomtcdi to the command of the Cumh^land under Admiral rococL, and 
Ml then fir ft lieutenant of the iucceecled to the floep. 


d By Charles Watfon, Efa; Rear-admirnl of thcRed fquadion of his fleet, ani 

comimnder in chief of all nis majefty’j. fhjps and veffels employed in the E0fl Jndieu and 
of the marine force of the united company of merchants trading to, and jn thcfepaits 


“ YOU 'fe hereby required and diicded to obferve the following; form in failing into u£ 
harbour of (^uiah; 

Kiit^s-fijher, 

Fewfi^e. 

Bombay Grab, 

GiUtrdtan, Fndgtvjatefk 

Draki Bomb 4 |etch. 

H^arren ditto. Kent^ 

Triumph ditto. Cumberland^ 

Vtpn ditto halijbury* 

hifpatch ditto. FroteSior, 

Each fhip is icquired to keep as near as pofTiblc, but to take care not to vxn^. on board one 
anothti , and when the fignal i:> made to anchoi, ench fliip is tro repeat it as fat as the S d A 
bury, d ht Ktn£s-Jijhcr floop, and the (hips aftern of her, aie tp make fail up the harbour, 
and do their utmoft endeivour to annoy the enemy, and to take, fink, burn, or otberv^ifc 
dcllroy all their gribs and fmall vtlieh. Dated on board hjlS inajefty*]^ fhip thcAV;/, off 
Gcriabt izl\\ oi Febiuarjy ^ * 
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*^ay her bowfprit end, and broke her fpritfail yard. The two fhips how- 
ever foon clear of each other, and then the cnpigcrncnt began with ^ 
vigor/ After an rnef®inft fire had been kept up againil the fort lor about 
ah hduri the to the Revenue mA Gmrdian to ccafe 

ftem iJrthg, for he n^JOt fell (hort ; and at the lame 

rihre fie gave: t^he fignal fo mA Sulijrury to direft their whole lire 

ajgainft the horth-eait baflidn. Soon after this, a flxdl iortunately ftt fire to 
the keJl&raiim-p^aJ^t which had formerly been taken by Angria from our 
company ; and foe driving among the reft of the enemy’s fhlp- 
ping^ wererlafoed together. Jet flames; lb that in a few 

hours a! moft the whole of foect wia ^ftroyed. The fire alio was 

corhmuntcated to a large foip lying on the foore, and from her to feveral 
fmaller veffels that were building; and from thefe lafl: it w'as conveyed to. 
the arfenal, ftorehoulc, fuburbs, and city, and even to feveral parts of the 
fort, particularly to a fquare tower, where it continued burning all the 
night, with fuch violence, that the ftone walls appeared like red-hot iron. . 

About half after four in the afternoon, the admiral perceiving that the ' 
enemy’s guns were almoft (ilenced, made the fignal for the fquadron alfo to 
leave off firing; and taking the advantage of the tide, which was now at 
its height, he ordered the foips which hatl been thrown a little out of the liYie 
by the before- mentioned accident, to warp in nearer the fort into four fa- 
thom water, dole to Admiral Poccck 'm the CumVcrland^ who, contrary to 
the advice of his pilot, had, in Handing in, ventured as near as the foips 
which drew much lefs water, and by a very judicious and officer-like ma- 
noeuvre in bringing his foip up by an anchor dropt from one of the gun room 
pptts, prevented her fwingingwith the flood-tide and fca-breeze which fet ri^ghr 
in. In afoorttime after, the enemy having again brifkened their fire, tluj 
admiral made the proper fignal for the fquadron to do the fame. This had 
fuch an effect, that at half pad fix the enemy’s fire was entirely filenLcd ; 
which the admiral obferving, he again gave orders to ccafe from firing. 

At half after feven. Colonel C/iw, with the troops under his com- 
mand, left the foips, in order to land at the moll convenient place to the 
caftward of the fort; and at about a quarter after nine, the Colonel made 
two falfe fires, to foew that he was fafely landed, and that the troops 
which had bcea obferved on the hill were our Maharatta allies, Tlie 
bomb*'Vtjjels contWiwA throwing fhells into the fore till day-lighr, when 
the admiral ordered all the line of battle fliips to warp iii as clofe as 
poffible, that they might be ready to hatter in bie.ich as foon as he 
foould throw out the fignal; and in that cafe lie commanded them to 
make ufe of their lower deck guns only, unlefs their iipi^er ojres ihould 
afterwards be found ncceffary to filence any fire whieii might chance 
to be made by the enemy. An officer was then fent with a flag .of •truce 
to the governor, and with a fccond fummons to furrender the fort. I ie 
foon came back with the governor’s refulal ; upon which all the fliij^r 
immediately warped within a cable’s length of tlie fort in three fathora 
ftnd a quarter water, and the fignal was thrown out to renew the arrack, 
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This was done with fo much fpirit, that about two o’clock a magazine in 
' the fort blew up, and about four, a flag was hung out as a fignal of fu^ 
mifllon. Upon this the admiral fent Lieutenant to dcinAn 4 

an ^immediate entrance into the fort for the kijDg’s trcK^, ^d that tte 
Britijh flag fliould be hoifted on one of the baftions. A licclt jbefore ftfe* 
the lieutenant returned with -an account, that the governor cot^lmGed to 
hoifting EngUJh coXoMViy that he was willing to admit five w fix of our . 
men that evening, and that the enfuing morning he .^t^ld 
the place. This anfwer not being deemed facis^Aoty, . we otce m#ie 
renewed our fire ; but at a quartet after five, they again tbougiK 
proper to hang out the flag of capitulation, and all hoftilities cex&tL 
Colonel Clive, who, from the time he difembarked with the troops, had 
been making his approaches by land, and had greatly annoyed the eneiny 
with his cannon, then.came on board the admiral’s fliip, bringing with him 
an officer from the fort wiA articles of capitulation. Thcfc were prcfently 
agreed to by tl^ two admirals and colonel ^ and an EngUJh officer was lent 
in to take pofleffion of the fort, and to hoift Englifi) colours. Prefently 
afterwards the Captains and Buchanan were detached with lixty men 

to fee the garrifon lay down their arms; and on the 14th, at fun-rifing, 
the colonel and the whole arnjy marched into the place *. 


Thus at the expence of no more than twenty men killed and wounded, 
the important fortrefs of Geriah fell into the hands of the EpgU/h, in which 
the vigors found 250 pieces of cannon, fix mortars, an immenfc quantity 
of ftores and ammunition ; one hundred thoufand pounds 'fterling in filvcr 
rupees, and about thirty thoufand more in valuable effedts. 'Ey this con- 
queft too, the notorioully infamous ylngria was entirely ruined, and his 
whole country, which extended four degrees of latitude along the coaft, 
was taken from him. He, himfelf efcaped our -hands, having left the fort 
rwo or three days before it was attacked ; the government of which he 
committed to one of his wife’s brothers, under whofe care alfo he put his 
two wives and both his children f. 

* Captain Knewler tDf the SalfJJjuty, who ^enjoyed but a poor (late of healBi in thij 

country* after a gallant dilchargc of his duty on the expedition to Geriab, was permitted wi 
quit his (hip, and return to Europe. Captain Martin of the Bridgewater^ on this fucceeded 
to the ^alijh(ry\ Smith XXi the command of the Bridgewat^ \ 

lieutenant, *Sir William He^ett to the Kingi-fijher ; but this b^d ftatc of iiealth, 

and his being charged with the admiral^ di^atches home on accOont Of the fuccefs U Geriah^ 
(oon made room for Mr. Richard Toby, the next in command on to fucceed to 

the King' s-FrJhiVn 

t Soon after ihe furrender of Geriah, Jngi'idr^ two child ren./tltd one ' of bis wives, were 
taken i!! of the fmall-pox. At Mr. requeft, I conil an tly ai tended them, and fent 
fuch medicines as I judged were proper for them. They always appeared vefy thankful (or 
what I did ; but I afteTwnrds difeovered that they had not taken any of jth^ They 

.preferred the common method (described in ch-ap. 4,) ufed by the phyfical priidiuoners m 
their rGuniry, berprinkling the .patient with fiftcd wood-afheti as foen as the puftules begiti 
to h)!, which they acid to, or-dimini{h from, according to the greater or Icfs quantity of 
variolous matter. One of his family had a pock of the confluent kind, and was covered 
from bead to foot w ith aflies ; which, towards the latter ..end of the difOrder, appeared like « 
mafs of ptifle, (urrourHiitig the w hole body. The whole family q( Jngrla recovered howev^ 
Jrem the dileaft. 

Aflimifal 
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' ^4iniral feto after the redufiiibn of the place, took an oppor- 1756. 

toiity 6f yifitmg thefe Uiifortunatc eaptivcs ; and the interview between 
ifictw was beyonq entering their hoiii'e, the 

whole family made a grand Jalmmy Or reverential bending of their bodies^ 
toachinjg the very ground with theiitfacesi 6oods of tears. The 

be fornforted^ ^dihg^^ that tlicy were now under 
hit i and'fhat no kind of injury Ihould be done them,*’ They then 

agaih made the The mother of though ftrongly afFefted 

with thefe teftimoniw of goodnefs and humanity, yet could not help crying 
yut, the people had no king, (he no fon, her daughters no hulband, 

the children no^father !** The admiral replied, ‘‘that from henceforward 
they muft look upon him as their father and their friend.” Upon which 
the youngeft child, a boy of about fix years old, fobbing faid, Then you 
Jball bt my father and immediately took the admiral by the hand, and 
called him father This action of the child’s was fo very affefting, it 
quite overpowered that brave, that good man’s heart, and he found him-* 
fclf under a neceflity of turning from the innocent youth for a while, 
to prevent the falling of thofe tears,., which ftood ready to gufli from 
his eyes 

Mr: Watfon*k intention was to have taken the whole family with him to 
Rvmbay^ and to have fettled them at that place ; and they appeared at firfk 
to be greatly pleafed with the propofal, for above all things they dreaded 
being put into the hands of the Maharattas. But this intention of the 
admiral’s was never put in execution ; for afterwards, at their own requed, 
he permitted them to remain m Geriah. They probably were ordered, by 
fomc letter or mellage they received from Angria himfelf, before the fqua- 
dron left the place, to alk this favour of the admiral. 

Tidlagee Angria was an arbitrary, cruel tyrant, making his own imperil 
ous will the only rule of his government.* He was originally tributary to 
tht Ssrajahy but finding himfelf very powerful, he . had for a long time 
Ihbok. off and had treated fome ambafiadors fent to him 

from that prince, to put him in mind of his duty, with great infolence ; 
flitting their oqfes, and commanding them to go and tell their mafter, that 
he would fend him his pr--^te pa — ts to treat with him. On his quitting 
his principal fortrefs of Geriah (as before related) he repaired to Puna^ 
the capital city of the Mabarattas^ znd made his fubmifilon to the Nanah^ 
who pardoned him, but upon what terms could never be exactly known. 

Itr was coryeftured ho^cver^ and with great probability, that he difeovered 
to this prince the place where he had hidden his treafvire •, for it cannot* 
be fuppofed that fo notorious an offender as he had been, would have dared 
to have thrown himfelf at his ibvercigrr’a feet, unlefs he had it in his power 
in a pecuniary way (the only way then, left hiln) to atone for his paft 
behavloun And what ftrengthens the fufpicion is, our finding only 

• 

• An account of the conqiieft of Geriah^ and of this afFe£ling fcenc, was Tent by the 
llitiior tp a friend in England, who foon publiflicd it in one of the Uionthly luagaziiu’s. 

: " >,00000 i 



ihe sviji|X)8ed QualiU' of tlicse Se\^en Letters is Heat 




I »9 ] 


CHAP. vni. 

Watfon with his fquadron leaves Geriah and arrives at Bombay, and 
from thence proceeds to Fort St. David.— there receives his majejiy's per^ 
miffion to return to England, but is obliged to relinquijh it^ by difagreeable 
advices from the direEiors of the Eaft India company. — Art intended expedition 
to Golconda defeated by the fame intelligence. — An exprefs arrives from 
Bengal, with the news of the taking of Calcutta, and the tragedy of the 
Black-hole prifon. — The fquadron fails for Bengal, and after a tedious 
paffage arrives in Ballafore road. — Account of its operations and conquejts 
in the river Ganges to the retaking of Calcutta, 


O N the 19th of February the Tyger was difpatehed to Bombay with 
the fick and wounded or ; the Iquiirdni and on the 17th of March^ 
Admiral ff^atfon in the Kent.^ came to ’‘an anchor in Bombay harbopr; as did 
Admiral Pocock in the Cumberland the day following. On the 27th of 
ApriU Mr. IVatfon with his fqyadron left and once more failed 

for the Coromandel coaft. We torched, at Geriah in our way, and 00 
the i^th of May got to Fort l^av^ hozd. Soon after Qur arrival 
here, the admiral had the fatisfadion to receive letters from ' the Secre- 
tary of State, and from the Admiralty, acquainting him that (>is majefty 
had been pleafcd to comply with his requeft of quitting the Eaft Indies.^ 
and directing him, whenever that event happened, to refign the command 
of the iqnadron to Rear-admiral Pocock. The heat of the climate had, ever 
fince his firft arrival, been greatly dillrcfsful to Mr. IVatfoKy whofe confti- 
tution was fanguinc, .and whofe habit was rather corpulent. The permiffioa 
therefore he now had of quitting the fervice, could not fail of being agreeable 
to him, and lue "pleafed himfelf with the expeftation of failing back to 
Europe in the month of OEfober. 



This fair profpefl: was foon clouded, however, by the difagreeable 
intelligence which the governor and council of Madrafs at this rime Tent to 
him, and which they juft before had received from the directors of the 
Eaft India company. The purport of it, w;as,' that 3000 regular troojis 
had embarked from France in fix fbips of the line, and in the lame number 
of large vcflels belonging to their Eaft India company j and that thefe laft, as 
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175^- Toon as they arrived at the ifland oi Mauritius, were to be converted intO' 
fiiips of war. With this account, orders were faid to have been alfo fent 
from England to tlie prefidcncy at Fort St. George-, “ To jland well on their 
gnaid, ind to do their beji to frotedl and defend themfelves againji the threat- 
ening power of France.” 

An exprefs was fooa difpatched with thefe tidings to Admiral JVatfon,. 
defiring him above all things to have a watchful eye on the proceedings of 
the French at Pondicherry, The news flew like lightning into every quarter, 
and different perfons argued very differently upon it. Many concluded, 
that the intelligence fent by the diredors was ill founded, becaufe the fame 
fhip that brought the alarming account, had brought alfo letters from Lord 
liolderneffe, one of his majefty’s principal Secretaries of State, who wrote not. 
a fyllable on the fubjedl. This filence of his lordfhip on a matter of fo 
much confequence was very ftriking; yet as there was a poffibility that the 
diredors in this inflance might be njrradted with better intelligence than the 
Secretary of State, A<\mvfAlVatfonixe>m this moment gave over all thoughts 
of ibon leaving the Indies for however agreeable it was to him, he could 
not think of taking fuch a ftep, at a time when fo heavy a cloud was faid 
to be juft ready to burft on our moft important fettlements in that part of 
the world. So predominant in his bread was the fpirit of patriotifm, and 
the love of glory, that though folicited to return home by every allurement 
of domeftic felicity, he waved all thefe confiderations, and refolved ftill 
to expofe himfelf to the hazards of a climate, peculiarly fraught with 
danger and difeafe. 

It was foon determined between him and the gentlemen of the prefidency, 
tliat in every department we ought to be prepared to receive the French in 
the moft eft'edual manner. For this purpofe the two admirals, and all the 
officers of the fquadron left their houfes, and repaired on board rheir fhips, 
where they lived for the fpace of fix weeks, caufing a good look out to be 
kept for the enemy from their mads heads. At the fame time, to increafe 
the alarm, the gentlemen of the French nation refident. in India, very induf- 
trioufly and politically reported, and w'hicli report was echoed by our good 
friends the Dutch, that this formidable armament from France was aftually 
arrived in the Indian feas. This pofitive aflertion ferioufly affefted the 
govcrjiment at Madrafs, who immediately requefted the admiral, to take 
on board his fquadron the king's regiment then at Fort St. David, and 
with it repair to the prefidency. The admiral with great reluftance 
quitted Fort St. David, as he knew it was upon all accounts the propereft 
ftation for intercepting the French fleet, and for countcrafling any defigns 
which the enemy might have formed againft our fettlements. But as he 
did not chufe to have any difputes with the prefidency, he immediately took 
Colonel Adkrcron'% regiment on board, and failed with it to Madrafs, where 
he purchafed a veflcl for the king’s fervice, and after having converted hej- 
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into a fire-Iliip under the name of ihtBlaze^ he appointed to the command 
of her, his firft lieutenant, Mr. Richard King. 

On our arrival 7i\Madrafs^ we had the fatisfadlion to find the adive and fpirit- 
ed Governor Rigct^ at the head of a great number of artificers and labourers, 
making incredible additions to the fortifications of the place, hardly allow- 
ing himfclf time to take any refrefliment, and fl:iewing by his own example, 
that it was pofiible for men, in times of imminent danger, to expofe their 
perfons in the hotteft hours of the day, and in the moll fultry fcafon of 
the year. 

Juft before the account of this armament from Europe reached our cars, the 
Nabob of Golconda had quarrelled with the French general Motif. who 

for a long time had been preying on the vitals of his country. The Nabob 
had made overtures to the leading men of our prefidency for their aflifting him 
in getting rid of fo troublefome a gueft, and they v*'ith plcafure had lillencd 
to the propofol. Nothing indeed prevented their fuccouring him at this 
time, but their own fuppofed danger from the formidable French armament 
which was foon expefted to arrive upon the coaft. The apprehenfion of 
this made fo ftrong an impreflion on their minds, that for iome time they 
appeared more felicitous about defending themfclves, than of fending any 
cfieftual fupport to their new ally. At length, however, two fliips belong- 
ing to the company arrived from England ; and as they failed the latcfl in 
the feafon, and brought with them no kind of confirmation of the firft 
alarming intelligence, every one immediately concluded that it never had 
the leaft foundation. A detachment of troops therefore, and a train of 
artillery, were ordered to be gotten ready to march with all expedition for the 
kingdom of Golconda : a country of vaft opulence, the lource of thol'c 
amazing fums which the famous Monf. Dupleix and his countrymen had 
amalled together, and from whence indeed all their importance was 
derived. 

But before thefe troops could be fent away, an exprefs arrived from Ben- 
gal ^\i\\ the difagreeable account of our fort :i\,Caffimhnzar^ x\C'eiX Muxadahad^ 
being taken by the new Nabobs Serajah al Dcwlah., who was a compound 
of temerity, cruelty, ambition, and avarice : he was particularly incenled at 
Mr. Drake the Englijh governor of Calcutta^ under the pretence of his 
having given protedtion to fome of his offending fubjefts •, but his attack of the 
Enghfh ietilements, certainly proceeded from the hopes of confiderable plunder, 
added to the defireof impreffing his fubjedts with an awe of his military talents 
and proweis. Inftead of marching with the great army he had raifed, into 
xht Purhunean country, as he firft intended, we were informed he had turned 
his arms againft us, and was expedled foon to appear before the gates of Fort 
William in Calcutta. Thefe unfortunate tidings gave us all great concern ; 
and fcarcely were the firft tranfports of our chagrin abated, before another 

N t difpatch 
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1 7 difpatch arrived with the news of hrs having'takcn Calcutta^ and of the dread- 
ful tragedy which happened in the Blao^-^jb&Ie prifon^. This was fuch a blow, 
as filled us all with inexpi efiible confternation ; and was enough indeed to* 
fhake the credit of onr Eaft India company to its very foundations *, for 
hereby they loft their principal fetrlemenc in Bengal^ and a fort which fecured 
to them the moft valuable part of their commerce. 

Here I cannot help reflefting on the fatal effeds of that piece of 
intelligence already mentioned, which too haftily reached us, from the 
diredors of the Eaft India company. Had we at the firft arrival of our 
fquadron from Bombay on the coaft, been at liberty to ad,, inftcad of being 
fixed to a certain fpot, no doubt but the greateft advantages would have 
enfued. Our troops would inevitably have marched into the kingdom of 
Gclconda^ as auxiliaries to Salahadjing the Nabob of that country, and in 
all probability would have made themfelves mafters of all the ftrong-holds 
the French there*, Btijff^ retreat would infallibly have been cut 

ofF, and every Frenchman there muft have fallen into our hands ft. The fqua- 
dron, in this cafe, would likewife have failed to Mafulipatnam^ and there have 
feized upon a fifip from Pondicherry with 400 troops on board, under the 
command of Mr. Lazv^ intended as a reinforcement for Monf. Bufty. 
Thus our countrymen would have firmly eftablift^ed themfelvcs in one 
of the richeft provinces of Indian the fpot, which had been the caufe of all 
the jealoufy between us and the French^ and the original fource of all the 
troubles which had arilen in this part of the world : And that detachment 
of our troops, which muft have been in the country of Golconda^ at the 
time the melancholy account reached us of our Ioffes in Bengal^ would have 
been fo far advanced in their w^ay to the relief of the'ir diftrefled country- 
men; with this additional advantage, thdii Salahad jing^ being then in alli- 
ance with us, would probably have joined our forces with a body of his 
own ; by which means our company’s affairs would much foonv^^r have been 
retrieved, than they were-, the tedious voyage we afterwards had from 
Aladrafs to Bengal prevented ; and perhaps our worthy admiral and other 
gallant men, who died there through the inclemency of the weather, might 
have left the river before the exccffive heats and rains fet in, and have been 
now alive and happy with their refpedive families in Great Britain. But fuch 
a train of fortunate events, heaven thought not fit to permit ! and it 
would but ill become us to find fault with its difpenfations, however we 
may be allowed to fympathize in the afflidions of our countrymen and 
friends. 


• An afFefling narrative of this memorable and (hocking affiiir, was drawn up by John 
7.ephiimah Holiuell, E(q; one of the furviviiig faSerers, anti publilhed by him in tlic year 
1758. 

■)• This was afterwards effefled under the command of the gallant Colonel Ford. 
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Many were the opinions that prevailed \n India, concerning the difafter 1756. 
at Calcutta ; let it fuffice to obferve, that the condiift of the governor was 
univerfally blamed in abandoning the fort fo precipitately ; while the cou- 
rage and refolution of Mr. Hokvell, who, with the afTiltancc of a few gallant 
officers and a feeble garrifon, defended it for feveral days after the other 
had left it, could not fail of being much applauded. There were perions 
however at Calcutta, who would not allow any fliare of praife to be due to 
thefe gentlemen -, for they infilled, that their having defended the fort, was 
a matter of necefflty, not of choice ■, and that both Mr. Holwell and his 
officers would have followed the governor on board the fhips, had there 
been any boats left to carry them off. 

By the lofs of the two forts at Cajfimluzar and Calcutta, the Englijh Eajl India 
company’s affairs were reduced fo low, that nothing but the gallantry, 
and fortitude of a Watfan, and the magnanimity and good fortune of a 
Cltve, could poffibly have retrieved them. A plan of operations was im- 
mediately concerted between the company’s principals, and thele two brave 
and worthy officers, for reftoring the company’s affairs in Bengal, recovering 
Calcutta, and taking ample vengeance on the Barbarian, who had exercifed 
fuch horrid cruelties on many of our unhappy countrymen. The necef- 
fary llores and implements of war, were fcarcely embarked, when a 
veflel arrived from the Malabar coafl, which brought a packet for the 
admiral, containing acommiffion appointing him vice-admiral of the blue*, 
and orders for him to return to England with the fquadron under his 
command. 

^x.WatJan immediately called on his faithful counfcllors and friends,. 
Admiral Poccck, Captain Sfeke, and his fecretary Mr. Doidge, to confult 
with them what was proper to be done in fo critical a conjundure ; .and it 
appearing to them, as it had before to the admiral, that the miniflry in 
England, when they fent thefe orders for his return, could not poffibly 
forei'ee the dreadful event wliich had fo lately hnpjtened at Bengal ; they 
vmanimoufly agreed, not only that the admiral fliould poflpone his own 
departure for Europe, but alfo that of the fquadron, until the company’s 
affairs fltould be put upon a better footing tlian they were at prefent. 

The admiral then fignifietl his dcfire to the governor and ielcft committee 
at Fort St. George, to meet them in council, in order to communicate to 
them the contents of his packet. When they vvere afiemhlcd, he acquainted 
them with the tenor of his late orders. On which the committee, ejuite 
confourKled, declared with great ferioufnefs and concern, that the company 
Biuft be totally ruined, unlefs the king’s fhips immediately proceeded to 


* And feme time after, Mr. Wat/cn was made Vice-admiral 
live to receive the commilhon. , 


of the White;, but he did not 
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T756. Bengal-, for it was not poflible for them to tranfport a fufficient number of 
y / troops thither in their own (hips, neither indeed would they be of any ufc 
when they got there, without the affiftance of two or three men of war. 
It was therefore refolved, that the whole fquadron Ihould proceed as far 
as the mouth of the Ganges, and anchor in Ballafore road, when the 
company’s fliips and vefiels already in the river, Ihould fall down where 
the iquadron lay, and receive the troops from the Ihips of war. The 
Salijhury, Bridge-water, and King's-fi/her, were defigned to be put under 
the command of Captain William Martin, to carry on the expedition 
againfl the Nabob -, for it was then looked upon as a certainty that the Kent, 
Cumberland, and Tyger, could not be got over the Braces *. Another delay 
and matter of debate, was, what force Ihould be lent to Bengal, and who 
Ihould command the military -, fometimes Colonel Adlercron, and fometimes 
Colonel Clive, was thought to be the moft proper perfon ; at laft they 
determined on Colonel Clive, and indeed the general voice of our country- 
men was in his favour. Another fubjed of the governor and council’s 

confultations, was, concerning whofe hands the affairs of the cohipany in 
Bengal ought to be placed in, provided fuccefs Ihould attend the expedition. 
At one time it was determined, that the prefidency here Ihould fend three 
of its own members in the Ihips to Bengal, who were to ad in obedience 
to the orders they were to receive from this place ; it being agreed that the 
governor and council of Fort St. George ought now, until the pleafure of 
the Eajl India diredors Ihould be known, to take on themfelvcs the manage- 
ment of this diflblved, but once independent fettlement. However, Mr. 
Watfon in particular, having ftrongly oppofed this refolution, and declared 
(as I have been informed by his lecretary) that he would not undertake 
the expedition on any other terms, than having it in his power to deliver 
the fettjement to the management of fuch as were appointed by the com- 
pany to be their reprefentatives in that province ; after many debates, it 
was refolved that the former governor and council fhould be rellored to 
their refpedive honour and ftations ; and it is principally to the admiral’s 
interpofition on this critical occafion, that thefe gentlemen arc indebted 
for their fubfequent good fortune and unexpeded affluence. But the greateft 
difficulty that prefcnted itfelf was the late feafon of the year ; for the monfoon 
was now fet in, and there was a neceffity for the fquadron’s getting to 
Bengal againft it, which was confidcred as very near impradicable. We 
were given to underftand, that Ihips failing at this feafon from Madrafs to 
Ballafore, were obliged to ftand over to the eaftern fide of the bay, and 
that the currents generally proved fo ftrong againft them, that whilft they 
were looking out by their reckoning for the coaft of Pegu, they had often, 
to their great aftonilhment, found themfelves driven again on the coaft of 
Coromandel ; and after ftanding over a fccond time in the fame manner, and 


Dangerotti fltoals at the entrance of the Gangtt, in the way up to FuUa, 


looking 
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looking out for the eaftern Ihore, they had been carried to the fouthward as 
far as the ifland of Ceylon, and then, for want of provifions, had been 
obliged to bear away for the Malabar coaft *. The admiral however, put- 
ting great confidence in the ftrength of his (hips, and the dexterity of 
Captain Speke, who was much acquainted with thele feas, refolved to try this 
difficult experiment, in order to fave the company from ruin ; and having 
difpatchcd xht King' s-fijher to Bengal, with intelligence to our countrymen, 
that affiftance would foon be fent to them, he on the i6th of OtJoher lailed 
from Madrafs with his whole fquadron, and feveral of the company’s fliips,. 
for Ballafore road in the mouth of t)^c Ganges f. 


1756. 


The time the fquadron weighed from Madrafs, was precifely the feafori 
when the currents fet ftrongeft out of the bay of Bengal, fuppofed to be 
occafioned by the heavy rains which fall in that kingdom during the months 
of July, Augafi, and September, and which about this time difeharge them- 
felves into xhe fea from the numerous branches of the great river Ganges. 
I'he winds too at this feafon j; being either faint or very ftormy, the admiral 
determined to pulh over to the eaftern Ihore j but foon had the mortifica- 
tion to find, that in fpite of all his efforts to the contrary, his fquadron, by 
the force of the current,. was driven down as far as Ceylon, although by our 
reckonings it appeared that we had gained fome degrees of longitude to the 
eaftward. A few days afterwards we had frefh gales from the north-eaft, 
and in the night one of the fhips made the fignal of diftrefsj upon which 
the admiral bore down towards her, and found it to be the SaliJLury, that 
had fprung a dangerous leak, and could not poffibly keep company with 
the fquadron ; the admiral therefore was obliged to lay to all night and part 
of the next day to affift her. As the leak was in her bow, they were 

obliged to bring the fhip by the ftern, by moving her guns and other 

things aft, that the leak might be brought out of the water. In this they 

partly fucceeded, and flopped the leak with oakum-, but as this was not 


^ In what is called the latter paffage from the coafts of Malabar and Coromandel the 

months of Odober and November , in order to make a quick paflage it is necellary to go as 
far to the fouthward as 5 degrees, or 4° 30' north latitude, where you will find fouth-welterl/ 
winds, which will carry you to the illands, and fometimes quite up to K\\n Andamans ^ 

from which idands, in fhaping a courfe toward Ballafore road, . or to the entrance of the 
Ganges^ ASl point of the compafs Ihould be allowed, for a very ftrong current which fets. . 
to the Aracan fltorc/’ 

Ektrad from Captain Kiiig*/ minutes, 

t On board the fquadron and other vefrels,^ were 700 Europeans 'St'cA 1200 Sepoys belonging 
to the company^ and a detachment of 250 of Adlercron*^ regiment to fei vc as marines. 

J “ Though at Bombay and Bengal^ the monfoon changes from S. W. toN. E. about 

the time of full moon in Augujl, yet the change is only partial, for the wind is gradually fliift- 
ing down the coalls of Malabar and Coromandel-, until the month of No^'embery when thC' * 
change becomes general.** 

Exirad from Captain King’r minutes^ 

cfirdual,' , 
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175^, -effefhml, the admirallcft it to Cslptain ife&r/iVi choice, eitlier to bear awiqr 
' ibr the ifland of Ceylon^ or try to pu(h on with the reft of the fquadron. 
Captain Martin knowing that his Ihip had been particularly fixed upon for 
going up the Ganges^ and that he had more than 200 of the king’s and 
company’s troops on board, thought his quitting the fquadron might be a 
fort of check on the fuccefs of the whole expedition •, he therefore refolved 
to proceed, as long at leaft as he could do it with any degree of fafcty to 
the mens lives. 

The monfoon this year was uncommonly tempcftuous, which made it a 
long time before we got to the eaftern part of the bay •, at length however, by 
great perfeverance and unwearied induftry, the whole fquadron reached one 
of the mouths of the Ganges : but our arrival there being in the middle 
of the night, we were obliged to come to an anchor, not knowing 
cxaclly where we were*, and when the day came on, we had the mor- 
tification to find ourfelves off the Palmra^ or Palm-tree point, and could 
eafily difccrn an immenfc fand-bank ftretching far to the northward 
of us. Some of our Ihips falling to leeward, had a very narrow cfcape; 
the Cumberland, Admiral Pocock, ftruck the ground, but fortunately got 
off again without receiving much damage. Two days after this, the Kent 
and ^yger reached the road of Ballafore, but the other ihips could not 
weather the point. Admiral Pocock, after fcveral fruitlcfs efforts, and being 
in want of provifions, was obliged to bear away for Vizagapatnam, and the 
Salijbury, after being toffed about for fome time at fea, and her whole crew, 
both officers and common men, put to an allowance of a purfer’s quart of 
water a day, was in great danger of periihing for want of common necef- 
faries j but at laft, by the perfeverance of her captain, and a .kind provi- 
dence, Ihe got into Ballafore road, and afterwards proceeded over the fands 
to join the Admiral at Fulta. 

As foon as the Kent arrived in Ballafore road, two Englifb pilots .came on 
board us, wito gave the admiral a farther account of the miferablc fitua- 
tion of affairs in Bengal-, as, that fince the redudion of Calcutta, almoft every 
inhabitant who furvived the attack of the place, or the dreadful cataftrophe 
of the Black-hole prifon, had made their efcape to Fulta, a defpicable village 
on the river’s fide ^ that fome families lived in tents on fhore, while others 
continued on board the fame fhips and veffcls in which they had efcaped 
from Calcutta. In fhort, they reprefented the deplorable ftace in w'hich the 
ladies as well as gentlemen were, in fo patltetic a manner, that the admiral 
was greatly affedted with tlie relation, and determined to pufh on imme- 
diately to their relief. He was thoroughly fenfible indeed, that no time 
was to be loft, becaufe he was informed that the Nabob was then raifing 
fcveral additional batteries on purpofe to obftrud his pafiage. He 
therefore conhilted the two pilots, whether the Kent and Pyger, at the 
moft favourable time of the tide, could poffibly pals the Braces ; they 

both 
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both hefitatcd very much in their anfwers j but at laft the admiral, biafled r75<^. 
by the cnterprizing Ipirit and found judgment of Captain Speke., who had 
been in the river feveral times before, came to a refolution of making the 
attempt; which we happily fuccecdcd in, though not without great rilk 
to the fhips in pu filing through the fiioals, for through them, and not 
entirely over them, we forced our way *. 

On the 14th of December we had the fatisfadion to arrive at FuUa, where 
we had the pleaf'ure of meeting Captain King, who being fick at Madrafs 
when the fquadron failed, was left behind ; but, eager for a(Sion, before he 
was quite recovered, had taken his paflTage in the Pretedtor, one of the com- 
pany’s Ihips, commanded by Captain England, who was ordered to Bengal 
with Sepoys, to reinforce the troops under Colonel Clive Captain 
King's fliip the Blaze (commanded in his abfence by Lieutenant Peler 
Porter, an excellent but unfortunate officer, and who was afterwards killed 
in the expedition againft Manilla') having been obliged to bear away for 
Bombay, and not joining the fquadron afterwards, the captain ferved on 
board the Kent as a volunteer; and this unlucky incident reduced his fharc 
of prize-money, in confequence of our victories in the Canges, 10000 1 . lefs 
than otherwife it would have been. 

The reader may better conceive than 1 exprefs, what welcome vifitors we 
were to our diftrefled countrymen at Fulta-, who, after having lived in the 
moft affluent -circumftances, were now funk down to a condition that fcarcely 
afforded them common necelfaries. The cup of affliftion is always bitter, 
but has the tafte of gall itfelf^ when it fuddenly fucceeds a ftate of opu- 
lence. To fink at once into the loweft poverty from an eafy fortune ; and 
from a condition that drew refpetfl from others, to be reduced to one too 
often attended with derifion and contempt ; are circumftances that quicken 
the fenfe of mifery, and make misfortunes more intolerable. This was 
exadly the cafe of the prefent unhappy fufferers ; they had fuftained fome 
figure in the world ; they had kept a generous and hofpitable table, where the 
friend and the ftranger had tafted of the elegancies of life; but now, by a 
fudden reverfe of fortune, were themfelvcs obliged to defeend to the moft 
fervile offices, and tp be dependent on the coramiferation of others for a 
precarious fubfiftence. They were crowded together in the moft wretched 
habitations, clad in the meaheft apparel, and for almoft five months 
had been furrounded by ficknefs and difeafe, which made ftrange havoc 
among them *, and yet, when we faw them firft, to our great fur- 
prize, they appeared with as chearful countenances, as if no misfortunes 
had happened to them. This ferenity of theirs was certainly in great 


• In the year 1769 the Lori Holland, one of the company’s Ihips, was loft on thefc Ihoals. 

f The ProteSlor failed the Z9th of 0<3o6er, thirteen days after the fquadron, and arrived two 
da^'s hefere us, by purfuing the track before mentioned. 

O mealliro 
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1756. meafarc owing to tBe pleafing hopes they now entertained of a fpeedy 
deliverance from their afHiAions : though fome little fliare of it might alio 
be imputed to their having been fo long difeiplined in the fchool of ad« 
verfity, as to make them kiis the rod, and in the true fpirit of chrif- 
tianity chearfully fubmit themfelves to the difpenfations of that benevo- 
lent Being, who, for wife and good reafons, had laid the burthen upoa 
them. 

From thefc refledlions, to which the fubjeft infmiibly led me; I lhall 

now proceed to our operations for their relief. The third day after our 

arrival at Fulta the admiral fent the following fpirited letter to the Nabobs 
on the behalf of his injured countrymen. 

Admiral Charles Watfm, the great commander of the fleet belonging to- 
the puiflant king of Great Britain, irrefiftible in battle, to Mmferood 
Muluk Serajab Dowlah, Seubabdar of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar 
and Orixa. 

“ THE king rny mailer (whole name is rcvered.aroong the monarchs of the 
world) fent me to thefe parts with a great fleet to proteft the Eajl India 
company's trade, rights, and privileges; the advantages refulting to the 
Mogut% dominions from the exteniive commerce carried on by my mailer’s 
fubjefls, are too apparent to need enumerating : how great was my fur- 
prize therefore to hear that you had marched againft the faid company’s 
fadlories with a large army, and forcibly expelled their fervants, feized and 
plundered their effeds, amounting to a large fum of money, and Itilled great 
numbers of the king my mailer’s fubiefts, 

I am come down to Bengal to re-eftablifh the faid company’s fervants in 
their former faftorics and houfes, and hope to find you willing to reilore to- 
them their ancient rights and immunities. As you mull be ienfiblc of the 
benefit of having the Englifii fettled in your country, I doubt not you 
will confent to make them a reafonable fatisfa( 5 lion for the Ioffes and 
injuries they have fuffered, and by that means put an amicable end to the- 
troubles, and fecure the friendffiip of my king, who is a lover of peace,, 
and delights in afts of equity. What can I fay more I" 

From on board his Bri/anmc Maje{iy*s fliip 
at Fu//a, the 17th of Dec. 1756 

On the 27 th of December the admiral failed from Fulta with the Kent, *tyger, 
Salift/ury, Bru^ewater, King's-fflur, and Walpole Indiaman, having firft em- 
barked the troops, which had been landed to refreili them, and which now 
•amounted to 600 Europeans about one thoufand Sepoys : Thefe were made 
up of the troops which we brought with us, and the remains of a detach- 

* To this letter the FaUh returned no anrwer, till after out taking Cakuita and 
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mexit from Madrafst which, as far back as Juguft^ had bcm difpatched to 1756. 
tWs river under the command of Msyor Kilfatrick^ an experienced and good ‘ 
officer i and intended for the relief of Calcutiih then fuppofed to be in dan- 
ger. The detachment at firfk confiftcd oS 240 men •, but §xi epidemical 
lever had made fuch dcftru^lion among them, that not above ten were ca- 
pable of doing duty when we arrived at /*//<*, and, to the beft of my re- 
membrance, not thirty of the whole detachment were left alive. 

On the 29th of Dicemhtr^ at fix o’clock in the morning, the admiral having 
landed the company’s troops the evening before at Mayapore., under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-colonel Clive^ cannonaded Bougee Bougee fort, which was 
ftrong and built of mud, and had a wet ditch round it. The fort began 
to fire at the Tyger at 7 in the morning, and foon after at the whole fqua- 
dron till i in the afternoon, but its batteries were at length filenced by 
the cannon from the fliips. About ii o’clock the admiral made the 
fignal for the king’s troops to land, and join fome of the company’s, that 
were feen marching under the bank of the river. Captain Ceoie accord- 
ingly landed with the troops from the Kent and Tyger, joined the 
company’s divifion, and advanced and took pofleflion of two out-forts 
which the enemy had quitted without taking away their colours: about 
4 o’clock, two of the Kent's 9 pounders were fent on Ihore to make a 
breach in the gate-way, and Colonel Clive's troops, after a very fatiguing 
march, were polled at the back of the fort to intercept the enemy, mould 
they atter^t to make a retreat, and for this purpofe were divided into 
feveral different parties. One of thele was unexpeftedly attacked by 3000 
horfe and foot under the command of Monich-ebund the Indian governor of 
Calcutta, and in this fkirmilh more than twenty of our troops were killed 
and wounded j but notwithllanding this advantage, as foon as the colonel 
himfclf came up with a reinforcement, and had difeharged a few of his 
field-pieces, which did great execution among the Moors, this commander 
in chief of the Nabob's army, after a mufket ball had paffed chough his tur- 
ban, retired with precipitation. 

The cannon of the fort being filenced by the Ibuadron, but the 
garrifon not offering to furrender, and continuing to dilcharge fire-arrows 
and fmall arms, it was determined in a council of fea and land officers on 
board the Kent, that Colonel Clive Ihould endeavour to take it by affaulc. 

For this purpofe, at five o’clock in the evening, the admiral landed an officer, 
two midlhipmen, and about forty failors from each fhip, under the command 
■of Captain King, to aflift the colonel in ftorming the fort, which he intended 
doing juft before day-light, under the cover of two 24 pounders mounted 
clofe to the ditch. In the mean time, the colonel had given diredlions, that the 
whole army, (the neceflary guards excepted) and the detachment from the* 
fhips, Ihould reft on the ground, in order to recover themfelves as much 
as polfible from the great fatigues they had under-gone in the preceding 
day’s fcrvicc. -All now was quiet in the camp t and we on board the Ihips, 
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vrhich lay at their anchors hut at a fmall diftance from the fhore, had enters 
■* tained thoughts of making ufe of this interval to refrelh ourfclves alfo with 
an hour" or two of fleep j but fuddenly, a loud and univerfal acclamation- 
was heard from the ftiore, and foon afterwards an account was brought to- 
the admiral, that the fort had been taken by ftorm. This was a joyful 
piece of news, and the more fo, as it was quite unexpected ; but when the 
particular circumftances that ulhered in this fuccefs, were related, our ex- 
ultation was greatly abated, bccaufe we found that the rules fo indifpenfably 
neccllary in all military exploits, had been entirely difregarded in the prefent 
inftance, and therefore could not help looking upon the perfon, who had' 
the principal hand in this viftory, rather as an objeft of chaftifemenr, than of 

applaufe. — The cafe was this. During the tranquil Hate of the camp, 

one Strahaity a common failor belonging to the Kent^ having been juft 
ferved with a quantity of grog, (arrack mixed with water,) Had his fpirits 
too much elated to think of taking any refti he therefore ftrayed'by hiriifelf 
towards the fort, and imperceptibly got under the walls ; being advanced' 
thus far without interruption, he took it into his head to fcalc at a breach, 
that had been made by the cannon of the.fhips ; and having luckily gotten 
upon the baftion, he there difeovered -fevcral Moor-men fitting on the 
platform, at whom he flourKhed his cutlafs, and fired his piftol, and then, after 
having given three loud huzzas, cried out,, “ The place ts mine,'* The Moorijb 
foldiers immediately attacked him, and he defended himfelf with incom- 
parable refolution ; but in the rencounter had the misfortune to have the 
blade of his cutlafs cut in two about a foot from die hilt: this mifchance 
however did not happen, till he was near being fupported by two or three 
other failors, who had accidentally ftraggled to the fame part of the fort, 
©n which the other had mounted. They, hearing huzzas, imme- 

diately fcalcd the breach likewife, and echoing the triumphant found, 
roufed the whole army, who taking the alarm, prefently fell on pell-mell,, 
without orders and without difciplinc, following the example of the failors. 
This attack, though made in fuch confofion> was attended with no other 
ill confcquence, but the death of the worthy Captain Dougal Campbel, who 
was unfortunately killed by a mufket bullct from one of our own pieces in 
the general confufion. Captain Coote commanded the fort for that night,, 
and at day-light the fort falutcd the admiral. It was never exafUy known 
what number of Moors there were in the fort when our people firft entered :. 
probably there were but very few, the major part of the garrifon having made 
their cfcape foon after their batteries were filcnced. Wc took in the fort 
i 8 cannon from 24 pounders downwards, and 40 barrels of powder. 

Strahan, the hero of this adventurous aftion, was foon brought before 
.the admiral, who, notwithftanding the fuccefs that had attended it, thought 
it necclTary to Ihew himfelf difpleafed with a meafure in which the want of 
all military difciplinc fo notorioufly appeared. He therefore angrily 
enquired into the defperatc ftep which he had taken ; “ Mr. Strahan, what is 
lids that you have been doing?”— The follow, after having made his bow, 

fcratched 



r ] 

ftratched his head, and with one hand twirling his hat upon tl\e other, 175^ 
replied, “ Why, to be fure. Sir, it was I' who took the fort, but I hope v - 
there was no harm in it." The admiral with difficulty was prevented from 
fmiling at the fimplicity of Straban'% anfwer; and the whole company were 
exceedingly diverted with his awkward appearance, and his language and 
manner in recounting the feveral particulars of his mad exploit. Mr. IVat- 
fm expatiated largely on the fatal confcquences that might have attended his 
irregular condud, and then with a fevcrc rebuke difmiffed liim j but not 
before he had given the fellow Ibme difbant hints, that at a proper opportu- 
nity he fliould certainly be puniffied for his temerity. Strahan^ amazed 
to find himfelf blamed, where he expefted praife, had no Iboner gone from 
the admiral’s cabin, then he muttered thefe words; “if / am fogged for 
this here aSiion, I will never take another fort by myfelf as long as I &/«, by 
G — d.” The novelty of the cafe, the fuccefs of the enterprize, and the 
courageous fpirit which he had' difplayed, pleaded ftrongly with the admiral 
in behalf of tfie offender ; and yet ar riie fame time the difcipline of the 
fervice, required that he (hould ffiew him outwardly fome marks of his dif- 
pleafure. This the admiral did, for fome little time; but afterwards, at the 
interceffion of fome officers, which intcrceffion the admiral himfelf prompted 
them to make, he moft readily pardoned him. And it is not improbable, 
that had Strahan been properly qualified for the tffiice of boatfwain, ' he 
might on fome other pretence, before the expedition had ended, have been 
promoted to that ftation in one of his majelly’s Ihips ; but unfortunately 
for this brave fellow, the whole tenor of his conduft, both before and after 
the ftorming of the fort, was fo very irregular, as to render it impofliblc 
for the admiral to advance him from his old ftation to any higher- rank,, how 
ftrongly foever his inclinations led him to do it 

December the fame afternoon of our taking poffoffion of Bougee Bougee 
fort, the king’s and company’s troops were again fent on board the fqua- 
dron to proceed up the river ; but the Sepoys were ordered to march on by- 
land. 

On the I ft oi January 1757, boats of tht Kent Okad fyger took pof- 175,7. 
feffion of Tanna fort, which was built with bricks ; and of another mud- 
fortification on the oppofite bank ; both of which, after one fire of their 
cannon, were abandoned on our approach, leaving us 40 cannon, many of 
which were 24 pounders. The next morning all the fquadron weighed, 
and proceeded on to Calcutta^ except the Salifhury., which was ordered to Itay 
behind, and, after bringing off the guns, demolifh 'Tama and Bougee 
Bougee forts.-* At nine o’clock the 'Tyger, which was the foremoll ftiip, got 

• Since thefe fheeta were firf^ f*nt to the prefs, Strahan has paid the author a vifit, and told 
him that he had ferved in every of Admital Pocock*s Eaji-lndia engagements; and that, in con- 
fequence of a wound he received in one of them, he is become a pcnfioner to the chert at 
Chatham : at prefenthe afts alfo as a failor in one of the guard-fldps at Port/moutb ; and he fays, 
that his highcll ambition b to be made cook of one of his majeily’s c iipiial lliips-; 


within 
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a 757t within fight of Calcutta, when the enemy began the attack by firing upon her. 
y— ^ Captain Latham however had no fooner Drought his (hip to an anchor, 
(wnidh he did very much iike an expert and gjallarit officer) but he brilkly 
returned the fire : and the Kent having come to an anchor alfo and difchargcd 
a few broadfides, the Indians at it o’clock gave up the conteft •, and 
oblerving alfo that Colonel Clive at the fame time had nearly invefled the 
town on the land fide, they abandoned the fort. On this fome of the old 
inhabitants of the town Waved their h^ds from the fhore, and one of them 
hoifted an pendant on a tree.* The admiral .immediately fent Cap- 

tain King afliorc to take poflelfion of the fort in his majcfty’s name, and m 
a few minutes after it was garrifoncd with a detachment of AdUrcron'% 
regiment, under the command of Captain Coote, who ferved on board the 
Kent, and who was appointed governor of this new conqueft 

Soon after Captain Ceote had taken poileflion of the fort, Cofonel Clivi 
entered the place at the head of the company’s troops, when the captain 
prefented to the colonel an order -f which he had received from the admiral, 
appointing him governor of the fortj the colonel denied any authority 
Aamiral Watfen had to appoint an inferior officer to him as governor, and 
told Captain Cacte that he would take on himfelf the command ; and if he 
offered to obftru^t him, or difobey his orders, he would immediately put 
him under an arreftt the captain defirod that he might acquaint Mr. 
tVatfon with thefe particulars j to . which the colonel confented. — Upon 
this the admiral font Captain Speke on fhore to know by what authority 
the colonel took upon him the command of tlic fort ; who anfwercd, by 
the authority of his m^efty’s commiflion as lieutenant-colonel and alfo 
commander in chief of the land forces- Captain Speke went to the admiral 
with this anfwer, and foon returned with a meflage from Mr. Watfon to 
the colonel, that if he did not abandon the fort, he would fire him out. 
The colonel replied, he could not anfwer for the confequences, but that he 
would not give up his command. Soon after this. Captain Latham, 
who was in a ftrift intimacy with him, was fent by the admiral to 

^ ** Cbmies Wm/vh, E(i|: Vioe-admirtl of thehlue fqiiadroB of bis fleet, and 

conraander in cUef of his majefty’i (hips and veflels employed in the Eajl laJUs, and 
of the marine forces of the united company of merchants trading to and in thefe parts. 

You am hereby required and dtrefled Cogarrifon the fort of Calcutta with his majeily’s troops 
which you have nowon ihore, and take care to poll ccntinels and guards fo as not to be fur- 
prized by the enemy. In the evening I ihall be on Ihore ; and you arc not to quit your poll, 
or deliver up your command till fanner orders from me. During your continuance on Ihore, 
you are to take care that Dodiiorders becommitced by his majcfly’s troops, or any other people, 
Mt to treat the nathres with humanity, and take particular care that there is no plundering, as 
fuch oflenders may depend on the lererell punilhment. Given under my hand on board his 
maiefly’s fliip the Kent, off Calcutta, zAjan. 1757. 

Chakles Watsom.” 

To Captain Bjre CoM, of his majclly’s 39th regiment 

of foot. , , . ... 

By coounand of the admiral. 

JUtniy Daidgt, 


Colond 
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Colonel Clivti they talked the affair over with cafmnefs, and focAi fettled 1757. 
a dilputc which otherwifc might have ended greatly to the prejudice of the r— 
public caufe. The colonel’s meffages to Mr. JVatfon implied, that if the 
admiral would come on fhore and command in perfon, he Ihould have no 
manner of objedion to it : And on Admiral Watfm*% going on ihore the next 
day, the colonel delivered the keys of the garrifon into his hands, and then 
the admiral defivered them to the late governor, Mr. Brakt^ and his council.. 

And thefe gentlemen, pcrfuaded by Colonel CUvt pf the neceflity of the 
ftep, immediately publilhed a declaration of war againff the Nabobs in the 
same of the Eaji hdia company, as did Admiral IVatf/m in that of the 
king hia maifaer,. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Operations againjl Houghlcy, and burning //Eif Granaries.-— Nabob marches 
with a great army towards Calcutta. — A brijk cannonade between him and 
Colonel Clive. — MeJJrs. Walfli and Scrafton fent to the Nabob with pro- 
pofols of peace, which prove abortive. — Colonel Clive attacks the Nabob in 
his camp. — '^the Nabob concludes a treaty of peace very advantageous to the 
Englilh Eaft India company. — Admiral dxion refolves to reduce the French 
power in Bengal.— Corre^o»ie«ce between the Admiral and the ^zhob . — 
Account of the attack of Cliandernagore. — The Englifh forces take pojfef- 
fion of the place. — Gallant behaviour ^ Captain Speke and bis fon, &c. 


1757. AFTER the fuccefs of our forces at Calcutta, Ibrne of the council of 
the French fettlemcnt at Chandernagore, and alfo of the Dutch fettle- 
ment at Chinfura, came to pay their congratulatory compliments to the 
admiral and colonel. The firft were empowered to propofe a formal con- 
firmation of the neutrality which had been hitherto ftriflly obferved between 
the two companies in the Ganges: they fuggefted, that fuch a neutrality 
was not only neceflary for the mutual interefts of both nations, but pleaded 
a claim of particular indulgence on account of the many good offices they 
had done the Englifh in the time of their diftreffes at Fulta. Thefe argu- 
ments certainly carried great force with them, and they were attentively 
liftened to by Admiral IVatfon, and our other principals ; who would not 
have fcrupled to clofe with them, if the French in return would have 
joined our forces in the war we were now to carry on againft the Nabob. 
But when this propofal was made to their deputies, they replied, that they 
were not invefted with proper authority to treat on that fubje< 5 t. I'hey 
therefore dcfired that they might be allowed to return to Chandernagore, 
to confult their governor and council on fo important a fubjeft. 

The uninterrupted train of fuccefles we had met with fince our firft entering 
the mouth of the Ganges, had ftruck the Nabob and his adherents with fuch 
a panic, that our commanders came to a relblution of lofing no time, but 
to pulh on the war with the greateft vigour. Accordingly Houghley, a very 
large and rich city belonging to the Nabob, fituate on the river about thirty 
miles above Calcutta, was fixed upon as the next objeft of our military ope- 
. 7 rations. 
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rations. This refolution was no fooner taken, but the Captain 1757. 

■Henry Smith, the King's-fijber floop, Captain and the Thunder bomb- *»— 
ketch. Captain Warrick, (which veflel had been added to the fquadron in the 
Ganges) with all the boats of the fquadron mann’d with 1 50 failors, 200 
European troops and 250 Sep<^s, were ordered on the expedition. Major Kil- 
Patrick vr^s appointed by Colonel Clive to command the land forces, and Cap- 
tain King was, by the admiral, put at the head of the failors who were to aft 
on fhore. This armament failed from Calcutta the 5th of January, and though 
they were impeded two days in their pafl'age, owing to the Bridgewater's 
running afhore, yet we had the fatisfaftion to hear, that on the 9th they came to 
an anchor off the place, and on the loth the Ihips cannonaded the fort till 12 
o’clock at night, when Major Kilpatrick fent Captain Coote to examine the 
breach they had made j he finding it prafticable to enter, two attacks were 
immediately formed ; 50 men went to the main gate, and kept a conftant 
firing, while the chief force entered privately at the breach, and with very- 
little refiitance took poffefiion of the city and fort, the enemy going to the 
place of the falfe attack, and then running away through one of the gates. 

The fort was much ftronger than was at firft imagined, and the garrifon 
coniifted of 2000 men, who fired very fmartly from five in the afternoon 
till ten at night, and killed and wounded feveral of our men before they 
llormed. We took fome ammunition, and 20 guns, from 24 pounders down- 
wards. A fmall quantity of Tutenegg, Tinkal and Japan Copper was alfo 
found here, but far Ihort of what, was reported to have been in the place : 
however, it is very certain, that in Hou^ley we Ihould have met with a 
very confiderable booty, had not our old friends the Dutch at Chinfura taken 
all the valuable effefts and principal perfons of the Moors, under their 
proteftion. 

Soon after the ftorming and capture of Hougbley, Captain Speke of the 
Kent, being fent up by the admiral, took on him the command of the 
failors, and in conjunftion with 50 foldiers and too Sepoys, under the com- 
mand of Captain Coote, undertook to burn a place called the Congee, con- 
taining feveral large granaries and other ftorehoufes belonging to the 
Nabob, for the fupport of his army, about three miles from the fort. 

In their march, they .entered a Portuguefe convenr, where they were in- 
formed that between three and four thoufand of the enemy were encamped 
behind tlie village they were going to burn. Nothing daunted, they pro- 
ceeded, and marched into the village for about a mile and half, when Cap- 
tain Coote defired the failors, and ordered the land-forces to begin to fet fire 
to all the houfes in the rear, as they marched back. This was donei 
but before they had gotten half way, fome of the advanced guard came 
running and told the captain, chat the enemy to the number of 5000 were 
marching up towards them, and had taken poffefiion not only of fome 
houfes, but of the men of war’s boats. As the rear eff the detachment was 
well fecuted by the houfes in flames. Captain Coote formed his 50 European 

I* foldiers 
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1757. foldiers into three platoons; but the ftreet was fo narrow, they were obliged 
— "V— ’ to march by files, and the captain made every platoon into two firings, and 
fo advanced by ftreet firing briflcly upon them. At our firft fire the chief 
officer and 5 of the enemy fell, on which their horfe gallop’d off ; but their 
muflcetry, under cover of fome houfes, and at the corner of lanes, killed and 
wounded fome of our men, but dared not openly attack us. Major Kil- 
patrick, on hearing the firing, marched out of the garrifon at Houghley to 
fupport the detachment, but the affair was over before he joined it, and 
on their return they found the (hips boats all fafe. 


After this fervice was performed. Captain Sptke gave his commands to 
the failors to repair on board their boats, when three of them were miffing, 
who were then fuppofcd to be either killed or defperately wounded -, but 
it afterwards appeared that they had draggled into the country, and through 
their great fatigue had thrown themfelves on the ground, and fallen fall 
afleep. About the middle of the following night, feveral of the country 
villages were feen in flames by the officers on board the (hips, which 
appeared to them very extraordinary, and they could not poffibly account 
for it. Early the next morning, however, a raft was obferved floating 
down the river, and on it fat, with the greateft compofure imaginable, our 
three miffing failors ; who, after they were taken off, and brought on board 
their ihips, gave the following account of their adventure : “ that awak- 
ing in the beginning of the night, and perceiving their companions 
had left them, they judged it expedient to fet fire to all the villages, 
in order to intimidate the enemy, and make them believe that the whole 
detachment dill continued on (bore, which had done them fo much mif- 
chief the preceding day. That as foon as the day broke they repaired 
to the water’s edge to fearcK for a boat, in which they hoped to be con- 
veyed on board their (hips. No fuch thing however could be found -, but 
luckily for them this raft at length prefented itfelf, on which they refolved 
to trull themfelves.” By good fortune, they arrived fafe among their com- 
panions, before their enemies had fo far recovered from their panic, as to 
think of cutting off their retreat. 

I cannot now afeertain the number of fcamen killed in this expedition, 
but by the books of the hofpital, it appeared that twenty-five were wounded ; 
among whom was Mr. Edward Roberts, a young gentleman of the IJle of 
Wight, who ferved as midfhipman on board the Kent, and was fo much 
hurt by a nju(ket-ball he received in his hand, as to be obliged to have it 
taken off, and was in great danger of his life for fome time afterwards. 
The admiral being informed of his misfortune, of the intrepidity he had 
(hewn in the aifljon, and of his manly refolution at the time of the am- 
putation, fent him a meffage by me, defiring him to keep up his fpirits, 
•and that for his. good behaviour, he would foon make him a lieutenant. 

"Ihis 
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This promifc Mr. Watfon moft pundlually fulfilled, by giving him a 
comminion, dated January 1757*. Mr. Hamilton, another biave young 
gentlennan, a midftipman alfo of the Kent, was killed upon the Ipot. 
Mr. Owen and Mr. Samble, niidfliipmen of the Tyger, were wounded, but 
not mortally. And in confequence of this expedition to Houghky, though 
not by the fhot of the enemy. Lieutenant James Roddam of the Kent, loft 
his life : he was a moft amiable young gentleman in every refpeft, and fo 
nicely fcrupulous of his honour, that when the expedition took place, he 
carefully concealed from the admiral’s knowledge an indifpofition which 
he had laboured under for fome days, and chearfully fet off with the 
armament from Calcutta ; but through the great fatigue he underwent 
when the Bridgewater ran afiiore, his difeale, which was a Diarrhaa and 
feyer, fo much increafed, that it became abfolutely neceftary for Captain 
Smith to fend him back to the hofpital. He was received there on the 
iith, and died the 16th of greatly lamented by all his acquaint- 

ance, who refpeded him not lefs for his focial than his military virtues. 
Lieutenant John Clerke, (a fenfible and gallant young officer, a great 
favourite of the admiral’s, and who from his earlieft youth had been bred 
up at fea under him) had a very narrow cfcape in this expedition, from 
a mufket-ball which entered at the fore-part of the crown of his hat, and 
went through it, but did him no kind of harm. Mr. Pye, ftorekeeper to 
the fquadron, who went a volunteer to Houghky with his friend Captain 
Speke, was very near lofing his life j a bullet from the enemy went tlirough 
the breaft of a failor, and killed him on the fpot, as he was walking clofe 
by Mr. Pye's fide. 

Soon after the redudion of Houghky, the admiral difpatched Captain 
Richard King in a floop of 60 tons, to England, with an accour.t of our 
fortunate proceedings thus far-, and preparations were made for carrying 
the war as far as Dacca, by another branch of the river : had this expedi- 
tion taken place, doubtlefs it would have been attended with fuccefs, and 
confequently we fhould have been put in pofieffion of an immenfe treafure-, 
for here were no Dutchmen to counteraft us in fecuring the perfons, and 
fecreting the effeds of our enemies. But our attention was called off 
from this very defirable and tempting objeft, by the alarming intelligence 
we received, that the Nabob, incenfed at the lofs of all liis late conquefts, 
and alarmed at the rapidity of ours, had raifed a formidable army, and 
was marching at the head of it from his capital Muxadabad towards 
Calcutta, fully determined to drive the Englijh out of all his territories, and 
take ample vengeance for the difgraces we had brought upon him. 


♦ This gallant officer remained in the Eaji Indies after the author left that country, and 
ferved with great honour in all the fea engagements which happened between the Englijh and 
French fleets under the command of Admiral, now Sir George Pocock, 
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On ow taking of Heu^hUyt and burning the granaries, therATuie^ thought 
proMr to take notice of Admiral Watfon'i letter to him on his arrival 
at fuUa •, and the following is a tranflation of the letter font by Serajah 
Dowlak to the admiral j dued January lysy. 


»» YOU write me, that the king your matter fent you into India to pro- 
tefl the company’s fcttlements, trade, rights, and privileges: the inftant 
1 received that letter, I fent you an anfwer * ; but it appears to me that 
my reply never reached you, for which reafon I write again. I mutt inform 
you that Reger Drake., the company’s chief in Bernal, afted contrary to 
the orders I fent him, and encroached upon my authority : he gave pro- 
teftion to the king’s fubjcfls, who abfented thcmfelves from the infpeftion 
of the Durbar -f-, which prafticc I did forbid j but to no purpofe. On this 
account I was determined to punifli him, and accordingly expelled him 
my country. But it was my inclination to have given the Englijh company 
permiffion to have carried on their trade as formerly, had another chief been 
lent here. For the good therefore of thefe provinces, and the inhabitants, 
1 fend you this letter •, and if you arc inclined to re-eftablifh the company, 
only appoint a chief, and you may depend upon my giving currency to 
their commerce, upon the fame terms they heretofore enjoyed : If the 
Engliflj behave thcmfelves like merchants, and follow my orders, they may 
reft alTurcd of my favour, proteftion, and afliftance. 

If you imagfne that by carrying on a war against me, you can 

ESTABLISH A TRADE IN THESE DOMINIONS, YOU MAY DO AS YOU THINK 
FIT 


The flave-of Allum-gueer, king of Bidojlan, the mighty Conqueror, the 
Lamp of Riches, Shah Kuly Khan, the molt valiant among warriors.” 


To this letter, the admiial fent the following anfwer, dated 27th of 
January, lysi- 

“ YOUR letter of the 23d of this month I this day received; It has. 
given me the greateli pleafurc, as it informs me you had written to me 
before j a ciitnmftance lam glad to be alTured of under your hand, as the 
not anfwering my letter, would have been fuch an affront as I could not 
have put up with unnoticed, without incurring the anger of the king my 
matter. 

• Thi» MTertino was never credited. The court or levee of the NaM. 

J This paragraph., printed in Small Camt-als-, waa written with the Naiai‘» own. 
hand ; and the Reader is defired to obferve, that in the feveral teeters which palTed between, 
the Admiral and Nalah, here infertedt.what. was written by them&lves is thns diAinguilhed. 

You 
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' You tell nfte in your letter, diat the reafon of your expelling the Englijh 
out of thefe countries, was the bad behaviour of Mr. Drakes the company’s 
chief in Bengal. But befides, that princes? and rulers of ftates, not feeing 
with their own eyes, nor hearing with their own ears, arc often milinformed, 
and the truth kept from them by the arts of crafty and wicked men j was 
it becoming the jutticc of a prince to punilh all for one man’s fake Or 
to ruin and deftroy fo many innocent people, as had no way offended, but 
who, relying on the faith of the royal Pbirmaund*t expedlcd protedtion and 
fccurity both to their property and lives, inffead of oppreffion and murder, 
which they unhappily found ? Are thefe adbions becoming the juftice 
of a prince ? Nobody will fay they are. They can only then have been 
caufed by wicked men, who have mifreprefented things to you through 
malice, or for their own private ends j for great princes delight in adls of 
juftice, and in Ihewing racrcy^ 

If therefore you are defirous of meriting the fanoe of a great prince and 
lover of juftice, fhew your abhorrence or thefe proceedings, by puniihing 
thofe evil counfellors who advifed them •, caufe fatisfadlion to be made to 
the company, and to all others who have been deprived of their property •, 
and by thefe afts turn off the edge of the fword which is ready to fall on. 
the heads of your fubjedls. 

If you have any caufe of complaint againft Mr. Drake, as it is but juft 
the mafter alone fhould have a power over his fervantj fend your com- 
plaints to the company, and I will anfwcr for it, they will give you fatil- 
faftion. 

Although I am a solcier as well as you, I had rather receive 

SATISFACTION FROM YOUR OWN INCLINATION TO DO JUSTICE, THAN BE 
OBLIGED TO BORCB IT FROM YOU BY THE DISTRESS OF YOUR INNOCENT 
SUBJECTS.” 


The Nabob being determined by all means to extirpate the Englijh, took 
BO notice of this letter, till he had collefted together his forces, and 
began his march towards us, when the admiral received from him the- 
following. 

“ YOU have taken and plundered Hbvghley, and made war upon my' 
llibjcfts : thefe are not adlions becoming merchants ! I have therefore 
left Muxadabad', and am arrived near Hougbley •, I am likewife crofllng the 
river with my army, part of which is advanced towards your camp. Never- 
thelefs, if you have a mind to have the company’s bufinefs fettled upon its 
ancient footing, and to give a currency to their trade j fend a perfon of con- 
fidence to me, who can make your demands, and treat with me upon this 

• Piirmaund or Firmaun, a grant or decree of tYicMogufor emperor; but commonly ufed 
in Bitngal for the patent of the emperor EurruH^eer- which granted to the Englifi) feveral im- 
jtorcant privileges. 

affair,. 
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affair* I, iliall not fcrupk to grant tl P€rwannah* for the reflitntion of all the 
company's faftories, and permit them to trade in my country upon the fame 
terms as formerly. If the Engltjh^ who are fettled in thofc provinces, will 
behave like merchants, obey my orders, and give me no offence, you may 
depend upon it, I will take their Ioffes into confideration, and adjuft matters 
to their iarisfaftiom You know how difficult it is to prevent foldiers 
from plundering in war; therefore if you will on your parts relinquifli 
Jomething of the damages you have fuftained by being pillaged by my 
army, I will endeavour to give you fatisfadion even in that particular, in 
order to gain your friendflnp, and preferve a good underftanding for the 
future with your nation. You arc a Chrifiian^ and know how much prefer- 
able it is to accommodate a difpute, than to keep it alive ; but if you are 
determined to facrifice the intereft of your company, and the good of 
private merchants, to your inclinations for war, it is no fault of mine : to 
prevent the fatal confcquenccs of fuch a ruinous war, I write this letter.** 


The Nabob waited not for a reply, but advanced with his forces, which 
confiftcd of 1 8,000 horfc and 15,000 foot, 10,000 pioneers, and about 40,000 
Cooleys^ horfekeepers, cooks, Baxar-men^ &c. 50 elephants, and 40 pieces of 
cannon ; and yet, infinitely inferior as our troops were in number to this vaft 
multitude, being but 711 Europeans in battalion, about 100 artillery, 1300 
Sepoys^ with 14 field pieces 6 pounders, befides the cannon on our batteries, 
they placed fuch confidence in the good fortune and abilities of their com- 
mander, that they did not in the leaft hefitate to abide the attack. Agree- 
able to this refolution, the colonel formed his camp on a fpot of ground 
near the river, about four miles to the northward of Calcutta^ between it and 
the Nabob's army : indeed Calcutta was then not defcnfible, the fort had no 
ditch, its baftions did not deferve the name, and there were houfes fo near 
the fort as to command the few fortifications it had f . 

On the 2d of February^ the admiral by invitation dined with the colonel 
in his camp ; but they had not finilhed their meal, before the Nabob's army 
appeared in view, marching at about a mile diftance from them, in the 
way towards Calcutta, The admiral foon took his leave of the gentlemen of 
the army, and returned in his boat to Calcutta^ to give the enemy a proper 
reception, fhould they attempt to recover the fort; one or two of their fcouting 
parties fired at him as he paffed down the river. The fame evening, the 
colorrel marched out of the camp with a detachment of men and fix field 
pieces two miles towards the enemy, and drew up oppofite to their line of 
march. A cannonade prefently began between him and the Nabobs (who 
fired from 10 pieces of cannon, fonic of them 32 pounders) and which con- 

^ An order or grant. 

4 While the colonel was in fearcK of a proper place for an encampment, a wild buffalo ran 
at his guard ; and although the Sepey it attacked, difeharged his niufltet ball into its body, 
and received it on his bayonet, yet the creature killed the man, and made off. The wild 
buffaloes arc here very large ; they exceed the largeft ox in England^ and have legs remarkably 
thick and (Irong : thefr horns lie on their back as they walk, tneir head being in an horizontal 
pollure ; but when they feed, their horns ftand credt. 
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tinued till it was quite dark, when the colonel perceiving that nothing of *757* 
confequence could be gained by it, ordered his men to defift, and to return 
to their camp. In this little affair, we had a few men killed, and among 
the wounded were Captain Nicholas Weller of the king’s regiment, and 
Captain Frafer of the company’s troops. 

The following day, Mcflrs. Walfo and Scrafton, in confequence of a pro- 
pofal made by the Nabob, that two proper perfons might be fent to him to 
treat of a peace, were difpatched with the admiral’s and colonel’s demands. 

But thefe gentlemen, inftcad of meeting with him at the place he himfelf 
had appointed, were conduced to Omicbuni% garden, which lies within the 
bound-ditch of Calcutta, and which he had now fixed upon for his head 
quarters. His army was encamped on a plain about 4 miles to the eaft- 
ward of the town, and now between it and our army. They did not fail to 
exprefs their furprize to the Nabob at not finding him at the place of his 
own appointment, and to which they had been direfted to repair, by their 
principals ; adding that they very much doubted whether it was in their 
power to treat with him in any other place. After entering however a 
little upon the bufinefs that brought them thither, they foon found from 
his converfation, that his intention was only to amufe •, they therefore 
preflTcd for a permiffion to leave him, and prefently after withdrew. He 
referred them, for a farther explanation of his fentiments, to one of his 
principal agents, who was a Seraf or Banker ; but as foon as MelTrs. WalJI> 
and Scrafton could get from him, they thought it prudent (for fear of any 
treachery) to put out their light, and then made the beft of their way to the 
colonel at his camp. 

As foon as the colonel had been acquainted with the ilTue of their nego- 
tiation, he came to an immediate refolution of attacking the Nabob in hia 
camp that very night. For this purpofe, he difpatched away an exprefs to 
the admiral, acquainting him with his clefign, and defiring him to ftrengthen 
his little army with a reinforcement of failors. Orders were accordingly 
ifliied to the feveral captains of the fquadron to fend their proportion 
of officers and failors tor this fervice, all volunteers, and who made 
up a body of five hundred and fixty-nine men. They had orders to 
proceed immediately by water to the camp, under the command of Captain 
’Thomas Warrick of tht Thunder bomb-ketch, and they joined the colonel 
about two in the morning, whofe troops iVfere already under arms. Captain 
Warrick with his reinforcement was ordered to attend and guard the train 
of artillery, which eonfifted of fix field-pieces and one cohorn. Soon after- 
wards they marched off the ground in the following order: The king’s 
and company’s granadiers in the front; the failors with the train next ; then 
followed the battalion ; and the Sepoys brought up the rear. At three, 
the colonel altered his difpofition, and marched the battalion before the 
train. In this order they went on unperccived till day-break, (having Mr. 
Amyatt, one of the council, ar.d a black man, for jheir guides.) About 
7 five 
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1757. five o’clock they got over the trenches into the Nabob's camp, and then 
— V— ^ began firing away on all fides, making their way quite through the camp, 
and killing great numbers of the enemy. Unfortunately, tliere was at tlwt 
time one of ihofe remarkable thick fogs, which at certain feafons of the 
year prevail in Bengal, and render objefts at the diftance of two or three 
yards as invifible as in the darkeft night by this the guides miftook their 
way, and inftead of going on to the Nabob's head quarters, as the colonel 
intended, they turned too much to the left, and led the troops without the 
Bungelo ditch, behind which the enemy had entrenched themfelvcs. This 
U!i flake in all probability faved the Nabob's whole army from an entire 
defeat •, it is certain, that it made the colonel’s viftory much lefs complete 
than it otherwile would have been ; for as the day advanced, and the fog 
difperfed, he could not think of renewing the a£lion by attacking the enemy 
again with his fmall body of forces, fecured as they were behind a ftrong 
intrenchment made fome years before by the Englijh for the defence of 
Calcutta againft the Mabarattas. He therefore drew off his little army, and 
gaming a pafs ovcr\he intrenchment about a mile from the place of adlion, 
advanced amidft a brifk cannonading on both fides towards Calcutta, where 
the army arrived about noon. 

We loft upwards of fifty men in this adion ; a platoon of the company’s 
grenadiers being blown up before day by a fhower of the enemies arrows 
with fire-rockets falling upon them, which fet fire to the powder that they 
carried in their pockets. Captain Pye, and Captain Bridges, (the laft of 
whom was alfo Colonel Clive's fecretary) were killed early in the morning. 
Lieutenant Lutwidge * of the Salijbury was mortally wounded, and about 
15 other feamen loft their lives. The carriages of two pieces of our 
cannon which were in the rear of the army, breaking, we were obliged to 
leave them behind. 

We had various accounts of the number killed in the Nabob's army in 
this aflion. A Brahmin, who was in his camp foon afterwards, aftiired us, 
that he had 1300 men killed and wounded. Among the former, were 
two of his principal generals, 22 captains, tsfr. Five hundred horfes were 
alfo killed, and tWe or four elephants. So great a flaughter however was 
made among them, as to alarm the Nabob, and fill his mind with continual 
apprehenfions of being foon attacked again. For the colonel, prefently 
after his return to Calcutta, by a very fpirited and excellent manoeuvre, 
at five the fame afternoon took pofleffioh of his former camp, and like a 
heavy cloud, leemed to hang over the Nabob's army, ready to bufft upon 
it. This timorous Barbarian therefore, for fear of a fecond furprizc, 
kept his troops under arms the whole night. 

• Mr. LuiiiuiJgt was one of thofe many fpirited young gentlemen who went in Admiral 
Wat/in'i fqoadron to the Eajl InJitt, and who were often juftly denominated the flower of 
the navy ; ne died at iick quarters the loth of March, of the wound he received. 

Immediately 
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Immediately after the ftorming of the Nabob'% camp, the admiral wrote 
the following letter to him, dated February 6, 1757. 



“ THE letter, which you will receive with this, was written the day 
before yefterday * ; but*bcfore that I could get it tranflated into the Ferftan 
language in order to its being fent to you, I was informed by Colonel 
Uivcy that you had treated his deputies with difrclpefl, and that you was 
within the bounds of Calcutta, from which you had refufed to retire. 

Evidences fo full and pofitive, of your bad intentions towards us, that 
however ftrong-my inclinations might be towards peace, I could no longer 
entertain any rcafonable hopes of feeing it accomplilhed. I therefore de- 
fired Colonel Clive to ftiew you what an army of Englijhmen was capable of 
doing, that before it was too late you might agree to the propofals, which 
would be made to you. He yielded to my defire, and marched through 
your whole camp, as if it had not been filled with armed men after which 
he returned to his own, where he will remain yet a little while, in hopes 
of feeing you accede to the reafonable propofals, which are now offered to 
you for the laft time, from the fecret committee. If you are wife, you will 
grant them the juftice that is their duc} otherwife, the fword is going to be 
drawn that never will be fheathed again,” 


* The inclofed letter, was as follows : 

“ THE letter which you fent me in anfwer to my reply to your former letter, I received 
the day before yefterday. But as I was fitting down to write an anfwer to it, intelligence 
was brought me, that part of your army had entered Calcutta, and that the remainder was 
advancing in great hafte towards our camp. I had no fooner beard thefe things, than looking 
towards the town, the fmoke and flames which I faw afeending from it, confirmed their truth. 
Wherefore, from fuch appearances, looking upon all treating as at an end, I gave over the 
thoughts of writing. Since this, I hear from Colonel Cli^e that you have again made offers 
of treating, and that in confequcncc thereof he has fent to you Meflrs. Walp and Scrafton 
with propofals of accommodation; a proof fo demonftrative of our pacific inclinations, 
that nothing can be added to it. For my own particular fentiments, if you will look 
back upon my letters, you will find that they always propofed amicable metnods ; and my 
actions have always correfponded with them, for it was not till after defpairing of peace, 
by having no anfwers to my letters, that I could prevail on myfelf to commit any hoftilities ; 
to which I was always fo averfc, that even in the midft of vidlory, I ftopt fliort to liften to 
the voice of peace. I am ftill inclined to it, notwithftanding the little profpedt of its taking 
place. However, to take away all blame from me, both in the eyes of God and man, and 
to convince the world how much rather I wifli to fee the happinefs of mankind than their 
mifery, I write this. 

If you really and fmcercly mean to treat of peace, liften to the propofals which will be 
made by the gentlemen who are now with you. They afk nothing but jufticc, nor mean 
any thing more than the mutual good of both nations. If you refufe it, remember, that 
princes are only placed at the head of mankind to procure their happinefs; and that they 
*■ muft one day give a very fevere account, if through ambition, revenge, or avarice, they fail 
in their duty. I have done mine in giving you my advice.’* 

CL 


The 
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1757. The day following, the Nabob made overtures for b peace, and drew off 
his forces, and began his march back to his capital Mutcadabadi and on 
the 9th of February the following letter was received by the admiral, with 
the treaty of peace. 


’The Nabob to the Admiral. . 

“ THE colonel’s letter I have received, with the agreement of the 
governor and council figned and fealed. He defires me to get the articles 
of the treaty now made, ratified by my great men and principal officers. 
1 have complied with his requeft : it will be proper likewife for you and 
the colonel on one part, and myfelf on the other, to execute an agreement, 
that hoftilities between us ffiall ceafe ; that the Englijh will always remain 
my friends and allies ; and that they will affift me againft my enemies. For 
this putpofe, I fend a perfon of diftinftion and confidence who will fpeak 
at large the fentiments of my heart, and 1 hope you will inform him of 
your difpofition towards me. The articles which were fent to me, I have 
returned, figned by myfelf, the king’.s Duan, my own Duan, and i\viBukhJhi 
of my army. 1 Ihould be glad if you would confirm this treaty by a paper 
under your hand and fcal, as the colonel has done. I have in the moft 
Iblemn manner called God and the Prophets to witnefs, that I have made 
peace with the Englijh. As long as I have life I lhall efteem your enemies 
as enemies to me, and will afiift you to the utmoft of my power whenever 
you require it. Do you likewile, and the colonel, and chiefs of the 
Englijh factory fwear in the prefence of the Almighty God to obferve and 
perform your part of the treaty, and to efteem my enemies as your own,, 
and always be ready to give me your affiftaince againft them : and though 
you may not come yourfclf, t flatter myfelf you will fend the aid I fhall at 
any time alk for. God is the witness between us in this treaty. 

GOD and mis prophets are witnesses, that I never will devi- 
ate FROM THE TERMS OF THE TREATY I HAVE NOW MADE WITH THE 
ENGLISH COMPANY, AND THAT I WILL ON ALL OCCASIONS SHEW THEM 
nrr FAVOUR, relying on your faith to observe inviolably YOUR PART 
OF THE TREATY- 

JuRTicEEs atteded to.,Jigned andjeakd by /li'r Nabob, 9th of February., *757* 

I. Whatever rights and privileges the king hath granted -to the Englijh 
company in the Phirmaunds * and Hujbalhookums f fent from Delhi, fliall 
not be deputed, or taken from them, and the immunities therein mentioned 
ftand gom and be acknowledged. Whatever villages are given by 'the 
PhirmauMh fio the eompany, fhall likewife be granted, notwithftanding they 

• Patents or papers figned by the MoguL 
“P: Papers figned by the Fisur. 


have 
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have been denied them by former Smhahdars, but the ZtmhtJhrs of thcfe *757. 
villages are not to be hurt or difplaced without caufe. 

/ do tt^ee to the terms of the Phirmaund. 

II. All goods pairing and repaffing through the country by land or 
water in Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa with Englijh Duftucks, fhall be exempt 
from any tax, fee or impofition from Cbo^uedars^ GauUvabs^ Zemindars*, 
or any others. 

I agree to this. 

III. All the cotirpany’s faflories feizod by tht Nahoh fliall be returned. 

All the money, goods and effeds belonging to the company, their fervants 
and tenants, and which have been feized and taken by the Naheb^ Iball be 
reftored. What has been plundered and pillaged by his people lhall be 
made good by the payment of fuch a fum of money as his jufticc lhall think- 
reafonable. 

I agree to ref ore whatever has been feized and taken by my orders^ and 
accounted for in my Sincany -j-. 

IV. That we have permilfion to fortify Calcutta in fuch a manner ai 
we think proper without interruption. 

/ confent to it, 

V. That we lhall have liberty to coin Siccas both of gold and filver, 
of equal weight and finenefs to thofe of Muxadabady which lhall pafs cur- 
rent in the province, and that there be no demand made for a dedodion 
of Batta. 

J confent to the Englilli company's coining their own Bullio n inti 
Siccas. 

• 

VI. That the treaty lhall be ratified by figning, fealing, and fwearing 
in the prefence of God and his Prophets to abide by the articles therein, 
contained, not only by the Nabob,' h\st his principal officers and minifters. 

I have fealei and jigned the articles in the prefence of God and hib 
Prophets. 


VII. That Aamiral Charles Watfon and Colonel Robert Clive, on the part and 
behalf of the Englijh nation and of the company, do agree to live in a good on* 
derl^nding with i)sifiNab.ob, to put an end to the troubles, .and be in friend^ 

* OfEcers belonging to the culloms aad revoiiues* 

t Gpyernment books. / 

0^2 fliip 
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1757 * whilft thefc articles arc obferved and performed by the 

Nabob. 

I have Jigned and feakd the foregoing articles upon thefe terms, that if 
the governor and council will Jign and feal them with the company's feal, and 
will fwear to the performance on their part, 1 then confent and agree to 
them. 

Then followed the Nabob's leal, and Meer Jaffier and Rajah Dullub, two 
of his general officers, alfo underfigned it. 


The Governor and ComciPs agreement with the Nabob of Bengal. 

“ We the Englifh Eajl India company, in the prefence of his Excellency 
the Nabob Munferood Muluk Serajah Dowlah, Soubahdar of the provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar and Orixa, by the hands and feal of the council, do agree 
and promife in the moft folemn manner, that the bufinefs of the company’s, 
factories, which are in the jurifdiftion of the Nabob, lhall be tranfafted 
as formerly •, that we will never do violence to any perfons without caufc ; 
that we will never offer protedlion to,any perfons having accounts with the 
government, to any of the king’s Fuluckdars or Zemindars, to any mur- 
therers or robbers, nor will ever aft contrary to the tenor of the articles 
granted by the Nabob •, we will carry on our trade in the former channel", 
and never in any refpeft deviate from this agreement.” 

The admiral alfo- made the following return to the Nabob. 

“ I received the letter, you have done me the honour to write me, by 
Runjel Roy, who has given me the greateft fatisfadtion by acquainting- 
me with your good difpofition towards our nation, and your fincere define 
to live with us in the ftrifteft terms of friendlhip and alliance. 

Before this letter can come to your hands, he will have made known to 
you, how much I agree in the fame fentiments the fincerity of which I hope 
every day to manifeft more and more, that you may be thereby convinced 
how much the Englifh have been wronged by thofe who have reprefented 
them to you, as an ambitious, troublefome people. I trull: you will live to 
fee by their condufl henceforward, that their charafter is the very reverie j 
and that there is not in the world a more peaceable people, when not op- 
prefied ; although I confefs there are none more ready to draw the fword, 
when, greatly injured. 

The paper of agreement to the treaty on my part, I fend you herewith, 
done in the manner you defired it, figned with my hand and fealed 
with my feal. And I call upon the Almighty, whom we both worlhip, 
to bear witnefs againft and punilh me, if I ever fail in obferving to the 

utmoft 
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Titmoft of my power, every part of the treaty, concluded between yourfclf 
and the Englijh nation, fo long as you (hall faithfully obferve your part, 
which I make no doubt will be as long as you have life. What can 1 add 
more .•* but my wifhes, that your life may be long, and crowned with all 
manner of profpcrity.” 

“ I Charles Wat fon^ &c. tfr. in the name of his Britannic majefty, and in 
the prelence of God and Jefus Cbrift^ do folemnly declare, that I will faith- 
fully obferve and maintain the peace concluded on the 9th of February^ 
1757* between the Soubahdar, i^c. and the Englijh, in every part and 
article thereof. And that fo long as the Soubahdar, fhall abide by his 
promifes, and the articles figned by him, I will always look upon his 
enemies as the enemies of my nation, and when called upon, will grant him 
all the afliftance in my power.” 

The Soubahdar or Nabob, on the ratification of the treaty, fcnt the ufual 
prefent to the admiral, governor, and colonel j to each an elephant, a drefs 
or vefi, and head jewel, and which were received by the governor and colonel as 
reprelcritatives of the company ; but Mr. Watfon, as reprefentative of the 
king, relufed to accept the prefent. However, he received the Nabob's 
officers who brought them, in a very polite manner on board the Kent, and 
difplayed to them his lower tier 0/ 32 pounders, of which they made a 
dreadful report to their mailer, who not conceiving any great liking to his 
new friends, continued his march with all hade to the capital, happily 
for his fubjefls lomcwhat humbled by his late defeat. Mr. Watts, one of 
the council, being well verfed in the country language, and in their politics 
and curtoms, accompanied the Nabob to attend the fulfilling of the 
treaty *. 

' Mr. Watts carried with him the following letter from the admiral to the 
Nabob, dated the i6th oi February 1757. 

“ OMICHUND has informed me of the particulars you was pleafed 
to inflrud him with. The advice you have received of a fleet of French 
nu-n of war, and a large land army under the command of Monfr. Bujfy, 
being in their way to theft* provinces, I believe is true ; I have likewife 
heard that they are coming here to commit hoftilities againft us. In regard 
to your dclire, that 1 would do all in my power to prevent their coming 
into thefe territories ; you may aflTure yourfelf, I will ufe my belt endeavours 
to prevent it, in order to manifefl my friendlhip for you. A requelt of this 
nature I fhall always take pleafurc in granting, and by my readinefs to 
comply with yaur defire, you will be fufficiently convinced of the fincerity 
of my friendfliip and efleem, and be fatisfied with my aflions. What has 
been deltroyed and ruined by your anger and rclentment, I truft will agaia 


• Scraf ton’s refledions on the government of Indejlan, 

\ 
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1757. flourifli under your favour and protcftion. Mr. Watts is now fcnt to wait 
upon you, in behalf of the goYcrnor and council, and I flatter myfclf you 
will confent to the petitions he may have to make 


Tims by the fpirited and gallant behaviour of the two EngUJb, command- 
ers, the affairs of the company, which a few months before feemed verging 
on inevitable ruin, were not only quite retrieved, but put upon a firmer 
and better footing than ever ; and the treaty would have been yet more 
advaruageous than it was, had not the admiral and colonel, juft at the time of 
drawing it, received intelligence of a war with France^ which was loon after- 
wards fully confirmed by the arrival of Commodore James in the Re^ 
venge\ and French garrifon at Chandernagore vjcis well known to confift 
of 500 Europeans and more than a 1000 Sepoys^ which if they had then 
joined the Nahoh^ muft have probably terminated in our company's ruin. 
Confidering all circumftances, the treaty was honourable and advantageous 
lor us, i\\^ Nabob was in fome meafure punifhed for thofe unheard of 
cruelties which he had fo wantonly exercifed againft many innocent indi- 
viduals 

As foon as all difficulties with the Indians were thus happily removed, 
the next objefl that naturally prefented itfclf, was the reducing the French 
power in this province. The committee indeed, who had the direftion of 
the company’s affairs in Bengal^ took care to reprefent to the admiral, that 
as a peace had been concluded with the Nabobs this* was the only opportu- 
nity he perha.ps might ever meet with for aefting offenfivcly againft the 
French^ from whofe councils, great evils were ftill to be expefted. 

The admiral, who plainly faw the force of this reafoning, moft readily ^ 
came into the propofal and nothing would have prevented his immediately ' 
commencing hoftilities againft the French^ not fome gentlemen of that 
nation arrived at this time from Chandernagore with, frefti propofals for a 
neutrality. Thcfe were thought fo reafonable by many gentlemen of our 
company’s council, that for a while matters ftood in a ftate of fufpence, and 


* Thefe were for bis confent to our attacking the French, 

Mr. Jafnes\ arrival in the Ganga^ was very opportune, not only on account of the 
certain intelligence of the war with Franccy but by bringing with him in his own ihip and 
two tranfports, a detachment of 500 men, which’ enabled us immediately to a^l offcndvely 
againft the French, His great merit in undertaking, and unremitting perfeverance in accom- 
pliihing, the pafiage rpund fropi Bombay in that uncommon late feafpn of the year, ought alfa, 
to be particularly notice^; as well as his taking on the paflage Ulndien^ a Fraub Indiacnan, 
laden with warlike ftpres and proviftons for the French fquadron then at the iiland of Mauri^^ 
siuSf which greatly diftreffai them, and retarded their operations. 

% Upon the ratification of the treaty with the Nabobf the admiral fent home Captain 
Warrick ^ith exprefles of intelligence to the becraary of State and the Admiralty. 

I 7 nothing 
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h6thiwg Wis talked of but a treaty of peace and amity between the two 1757. 
nations in Bengal. At length, the following fuggeftion arofe: “ Whether 
the government of Chandernagore., (being fubordinate to that at Pondicherry) 
had in themfelves fufRcient authority to rnake the treaty valid, Ihoiild the 
prefidejicy at Pondicberty chance to difapprove of their proceedings.” Tliis 
fiilgle queftion put an end to all thoughts of a neutrality -, for as the French 
deputies, upon its being put to them, did not prefume to aidiVer in the 
affirmative, ahd as it Was by this time known that war had actually been 
declared between the two nations in Europe^ the adtniral came to a refokh- 
tion of breaking off the negotiation. Accordingly he, on the part of his 
majefty, and the committee, on that of the Englijh Eaft India contpany^ 
entered into an agreement for attacking Chandernagore, the principal lettle- 
ment of the French in this part of the Indies, and ftrongly garrifoned. The 
fort was a regular fquarc, about three quarters of a mile in circumference,, 
with 4 baflions, each mounting 16 guns, bcfidcs fome on tlie curtain, and a 
battery of 4 pieces of cannon on the top of a church. There was a dry 
foffe round the three fides to the land, with a glacis of about 40 yards. At 
the northward port was a ravelin mounting 5 guns, and oppofne the port 
towards the water fide was a mud battery of 6 guns which flanked dovm 
the river. 

The expeditfon would have taken place in a few days, had not the Naiob 
interpofed ; as early as the 19th of February, he fent the following letter 
to the admiral. 

“ TO put an end to the hoftilitics in my country and dominions, I 
confented and agreed to the treaty of peace with the Englip, that trade and 
commerce might be carried on as formerly •, to which treaty you have agreed, 
and a firm accommodation betweett us is fettled and eftablifhed : you have 
likewife fent me an agreement, under your oWn hand and fcal, not to difturb 
the tranquility of niy country •, but it now appears that you have a defign 
to befiege the French faftory near Houghlcy, and to Commence hoftilitics 
agairtft that nation. This is contrary to all rule and cuftom, that you flioiild 
bring your animofities and differences into my country ; for it has never 
been known fince the days of Fimur, that the Europeans made war upon 
one another within the king’s dominions. If you arc determined to befiege 
x.ht French faftories, I fhall be neceffitated in honour and duty to my king, to 
affift them with my troops. You feem inclined to break the treaty lb 
lately concluded between us ; formerly the Maharattas infefted thefe domi- 
nions, and for many years harrafled the country with war, but when the 
difpute was accommodated, and a treaty of peace With that people con- 
cluded, they never broke, nor will they ever deviate from, the terms of the 
faid treaty. It is a wrong and wicked pfafticc, to break through and pay 
no regard to treaties matfe in tlie fnbfl: ftflemn manner ; you are cerfainly 
bound to abide by your part of the treaty ftridly, and never to attempt or 
be the occafion of any troubles or difturbaiires in future within the provinces 

under 
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®757* under my jurifdiftion. I -will on my part obfcrve moftpunftually what I 
have promifed and confented to. 

I WILL MAINTAIN AND PRESBRVE ON MY PART THE TREATY OF PEACE 
I HAVE MADE WITH THE ENGLISH, WHICH WITH THE PERMISSION OF 
God I HOPE WILL continue for ever. You may have heard, that 
FOR SEVEN years, WE HAD CONSTA^IT WARS WITH THE MAHA- 
RATTA’s, BUT WHEN A TREATY OF PEACE WAS CONCLUDED WITH THEM, 
THEY STRICTLY OBSERVED THE TERMS, AND NEVER DEVIATED FROM THEM. 
It is but JUST and reasonable that your NATION SHOULD PAY RE- 
GARD TO THE LATE TREATY, AND COMMIT NO HOSTILITIES IN MY COUN- 
TRY, NOR DISTURB ITS TRANQUILITY WITH ANY DIFFERENCE;?, THAT MAY 
SUBSIST BETWEEN YOU AND OTHER EUROPEAN POWERS. 


To this, the Admiral fent the following reply, dated the 2 ift of Fe- 
hruary, 1757. 

“ YOUR letter of the 19 th, I was honoured with this morning, and 
obferve that you difapprove of our committing hoftilities againft the French 
fettled in thefe provinces. Had I imagined it would have given you any 
umbrage, I fliould never have entertained the lead thoughts of difturbing 
the tranquility of your country, by a 6 ling againft that nation within the 
Ganges ; and am now ready to defift from attacking their faftory, or commit- 
ting other hoftilities againft them in thefe provinces, if they will confent and 
agree to a folid treaty of neutrality ; and if you as Soubahdar of Bengal will 
under your hand guarantee this treaty, and promife to proteft the Englijh 
from any attempts made by that nation againft our fettlements during my 
abfence. I am perfuaded you have heard of no people in the world who 
pay a ftridler regard to their word, and to the faith of treaties, than the 
Ettglijh-, and I do finccrely afflire you, that I will inviolably preferve the 
peace we have concluded with you, and I dare anfwer for the colonel and 
the company’s reprefentatives, that they will not attempt to infringe any 
part of it. 

I HAVE RATIFIED THE LATE TREATY BETWEEN YOU AND THE EN- 
GLISH WITH MY HAND ANp SEAL; AND I NOW REPEAT MY ASSU- 
RANCES, MADE IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD AND OF JESUS CHRIST, 
THAT I WILL MAINTAIN AND PRESERVE INVIOLABLY MY PART OF THE 
SAID TREATY, NOT DOUBTING OF YOUR SINCERITY IN PERFORMING SUCH 
ARTICLES AS YOU HAVE CONSENTED TO. I LIKEWISE PROMISE THAT I 
WILL NOT DISTURB THE TRANQUILITY OF YOUR COUNTRY, BY COM- 
MITTING ANY HOSTILITIES AGAINST THE FRENCH, PROVIDED YOU WILL 
BE ANSWERABLE FOR THEIR OBSERVANCE OF A STRICT NEUTRALITY 
WITH US.” 


The 
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The French, by the prevailing power of corruption, had gained fome of 1757^^ 
the courtiers, and they fo influenced the Nabob, that without waiting for v— • 

the above anfwer to his letter of the 19th, on the 20th he fent another let- 
ter to the admiral. 

“THE letter I wrote to you yeflerday, I imagine you have received *, 
fince which I have been informed by the French Vackeel that five or fix 
additional Ihips of war have arrived in the river, and that more are ex- 
pedted. He reprefehts likewife, that you defign commencing hoftilities 
againfl: me and my fubjedts again, as foon as the rains are over. This is 
not adting agreeable to the charadter of a true foldier, and a man of honour, 
who never violated their words. If you are fincere in the treaty concluded 
with me, fend your Ihips of war out of the river, and abide ftedfaftly by 
your agreement ; I will not fail in the obfervance of the treaty on my part. 

Is it becoming or honeft to begin a war, after concluding the peace fo 
lately and folemnly ? The Mahcar atlas are bound by no gofftl, yet they arc 
ftridt obfervers of treaties. It will therefore be matter of great aftonilhment, 
and hard to be believed, if you, who are enlightened with the gofpei, Ihould 
not remain firm, and preferve the treaty you have ratified in the prefence 
of God and Jefus Chrtft." 


To this the Admiral replied in a letter dated the 25th of February, 
* 757 - 

“ YOUR letter of the 20th infiant I received two days ago j but being 
juft in the height of my difpatches for England, I was not able to anfwer 
it till now. I know not how to exprefs to you my aftonifhment, at find- 
ing myfelf taxed with having a defign to break the peace, on fo flight a 
foundation as a bafe fellow’s having dared to tell you fo, without any one 
action of mine being produced to fupport fo extravagant and impudent 
an accufation, which has not the leaft lhadow of probability to render it 
credible. You tell me, “ It is unworthy the charadter of a foldier, and 
“ man of honour, to violate their words !” In what Angle inftance, fince my 
being here, have l adled fo unworthily as to make you think me capable 
of violating mine ? Yourfelf can anfwer for me, in none. My dealing with 
you hath always been full of that franknefs and fincerity, for which my 
countrymen are remarkable throughout the known world. From you. Sir, 
I expedt juftice on that bafe man, who has dared falfely to accufe me, 
and to impofe upon you. In the mean time, I have complained to the 
French of their Vackeefs behaviour ; who have promifed me to write to 
you theii" knowledge of the falfity of his accufation. You may reft aflured, 
that I will always religioufly obferve the peace; and I beg you to believe, 
'that people who raifc reports to the contrary, can only do it to create 

R jcaloufics. 
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*757* jealoufics, which they hope will break the friendlhip they are forry to fee; 
between us.” 

Notwithftanding the perfidious Nabob had by this time fent a body of 
forces to afTift the French, he had yet the addrefs to fend the following 
letter to the Admiral. 

“ THE letter you wrote me about the French affair, I have received" 
and pemfed. You may depend upon it, that I neither have nor will affift 
the French. If they begin any troubles or commit any hoftilities in my ter- 
ritories, I will oppofe them with my whole force, and punifh them very 
feverely. I was informed you dcfigned to attack Chandernagore, which 
made me write you what I thought was reafonable and juft upon that head; 
The forces I fent down were to guard and proteft the King’s fubjeefts, 
and not to affift the French. If the purport of my letter has been the 
Qccafion of your defifting from the attack of Chandernagore, it gives me 
great fatisfaftion. I have written the French likewife, what 1 thought was 
proper, in order to make them apply for a neutrality I fuppofe they will 
conformably. I will fend a perfon of confideration to bring me the 
treaty you may conclude with them, and will order it to be regiftered in my 
books. Affiire yourfelf that I have no other defign or inclination than 
to live upon terms of good underftanding and friendfhip with the Englijh. 
By the grace of God, I never intend to do any thing that you will not 
efteem juft ; this rely upon, and do not expedt a failure. Do you like- 
wife remain fixed to your treaty and word, and give no credit to the 
reports of people of no confideration or figure. If you have any thing 
to write about, pleafe to addrefs me,, and no body elfe j 1 will always fend 
a fair and unreferved anfwcr. 

THE VAN OF THE KiNO OF DEHLI’s ARMY IS ADVANGIMG TOWARDS 
THESE PROVINCES J UPON THIS INTELLIGENCE I DESIGN MARCHING TO- 
WARDS PATNA TO MEET THEM. If AT THIS CRITICAL JUNCTURE 
YOU WILL BE MY FRIEND, AND SEND ME ASSISTANCE, I WILL PAY YOUR 

FORCES A LACK OF RUPEES monthly, while they remain with, 
ME. Send me an immediate AiNSwer.” 

This laft requeft was inftantly complied with; 


The Admiral to the Nabohi, 

** 1 this, moment received your letter, which gives me the greateft fatis- 
feftion. I own I had a fufpicion, from your fo eafy crediting French 
reports, that you entertained a partiality for that nation to the pre- 
jjdice of mine : your letter has removed all my doubts, fo that hencefor- 
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ward I fliall rely with confidence on your friendlhip, and every day ftudy *757* 
to give you the ftrongeft proofs of mine. v— 

The ready obedience I paid to your defire in not attacking the French^ 
will, I perfuade myfelf, convince you that nothing but the ftrongeft neceC- 
fity, could make rlie again apply to you on that fubjcft. I beg you will 
give your moft ferious attention to what I am going to fay: Immediately 
on the receipt of one of yoiir paft letters, I not only gave over all thoughts 
of attacking the French., but invited them to enter into a treaty of neutra- 
lity, and to fend people here to fettle the terms ; but judge what muft 
have been my furprize, when, after they were in fome manner fettled, the 
French deputies owned that they had no power to fecure to us the obfer- 
vance of the treaty, in cafe any commander of theirs ftiould come with a great 
power after my departure ! You are too reafonable not to fee, that it is im- 
poflible for me to conclude a treaty with people who have no power to do 
it i and which befides, while it ties my hands, leaves thofe of my enemies 
at liberty to do me what mifehief they can. They have alfo for a long time 
reported, that Monfieur Bujfy is coming here with a great army. Is it to 
attack you ? Is it to attack us ? You are going to Patna — You afle our affif- 
tance, — Can we with the leaft degree of prudence march with you, and 
leave our enemies behind us ? You will be then too far off to fupport us, 
and we lhall be unable to defend ourfelves. Think what can be done in 
this fituation. I fee but one way. Let us take Chandernagore, and fecure 
ourfelves againft any apprehenfions from that quarter, and then we will 
affift you with every man in our power, and go with you even to Dehli, if 
you will. Have we fworn reciprocally, that the friends and the enemies 
of the one ftiould be regarded as fuch by the other ? And will not God the 
avenger of perjury punifti us, if we do not fulfill our oaths ? What can I 
fay more ? Let me requeft the favour of your fpeedy anfwer. 

You TELL ME THE VAN OF THE KiNG OF DEHLI’s ARMY IS AD- 
VANCING TOWARDS THESE PROVINCES, AND THAT YOU ARE GOING TO- 
WARDS PATNA TO MEET THEM *, IN CONSEQUENCE OF WHICH YOU ASK. 

ME TO BE YOUR FRIEND, AND GIVE YOU ASSISTANCE. HaVE WE NOT 
ALREADY SWORN A FRIENDSHIP? PuT IT BUT IN MY POWER TO ASSIST 
YOU, BY YIELDING TO MY REQUEST, AND YOU SHALL FIND I WILL SUP- 
PORT YOU TO THE UTMOST OF MY ABILITY. BeLIEVE MB, AND MOST 
ASSUREDLY YOU WI-LL NOT BE DECEIVED. If YOU DOUBT ME, LOOK BACK 
INTO ALL MY DEALINGS TOWARDS YOU, AND JUDGE FROM THEM. 

1 ESTEEM YOU NOW TO BE SUCH A FRIEND TO MY NATION, THAT 1 
THINK IT WOULD BE DOING INJUSTICE TO YOUR GOOD INCLINATION 
TOWARDS ME TO KEEP ANY OCCURRENCE FROM YOUR KNOWLEDGE ; 
THEREFORE I TAKE THIS EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY TO TELL YOU, THE 
TROOPS WHICH SHOULD HAVE COME HERE WITH ME, ARE NOW ARRIVED 
IN THE RIVER, A CIRCUMSTANCE THAT , WILL BE BENEFICIAL TO 
YOUR INTEREST, IF YOU WILL BUT GIVE ME THE WEANS OF MAKING IT 
SO.” 

R 2 
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A days after this, the admiral's fav5orable fendmcnts of the NaM 
were-entirely changed i he was convinced that be had entered into a p>rivate 
negotiation with the French^ and was determined to fupport them even with 
bis whole force, while every article of bis treaty with us remained unfulfilled j 
he therefore on March the 4th fent the following letter. 

The Admiral to the Nabob. 

I anfwered your letter of the aoth of laft month fome days paft ; 1 
fuppofe you have ere now received it, and are therdjy fully convinced of 
the fallhood of the Frtncb Vaeli«el'% informations of my intention to break 
the peace. If you Hill want farther proofs of the fincerity with which I 
made it, and the defire I have to preferve it, you will find them in my 
patience j which has not only fuffered your part of the treaty to be thus long 
unexecuted, but has even borne with your alTifting my enemies the French 
with men and money, contrary to your faith pledged to me in the moft 
folemn manner, “ that my enemies Ihould be yours.” 

“ Is it thus that foldiers and men of honour never violate their words I" 
But it is time now to fpeak plain : if you are really defirous of preferving 
your country in peace, and your fubjedls from mifery and ruin •, in ten days 
from the date of this, fulfill your part of the. treaty in every article, that I 
may not have the leaft caufe of comj^aint : otherwiie, remember, you muft 
anfwer for the confequences j and as I have always afted the open, unre- 
ferved part in all my dealings with you ; I now acquaint you, that the re- 
mainder of the troops, which fliould have been here long fince (and which 
I hear the colonel told you he expefted) will be at Calcutta in a few days ; 
that in a few days more I lhall difpatch a velTcl for more Ihips and more 
troops j and, that 1 will kindle fuch a flame in your country, as all 
the water in the Ganges lhall not be able to extinguifh. Farewel : remember 
that he promifes you this, who never yet broke his word with you, or with 
any man whatfoever.” 

The admiral on the 9th of March received from the Nabob the following 
anfwer. 

“ I have already anfwered the letter you wrote me fome days ago. Be lb 
good as to confider the purport of what I wrote *, and fend me a fpeedy 
reply. I am fixed and determined to abide by the terms of the treaty we 
have concluded, but have been obliged to defer the execution of the articles 
on account of the Hooly, during whicli holidays my Banians and minifters do 
not attend the Durbar. As foon as that is over, I will ftridly comply with 
every thing I have figned. You are fenfible that there is no avoiding this 
delay, and I flatter myfelf it will not be thought much of. It is not my 

• CoDcetniiig'the king of Dthli. 0 

cullom 
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^mftotTJ to break any treaty I make, therefore be fatisfied that I will not 1 757. 
endeavour to evade that which I have made with the Englijh. I rely on -v-** 
your friendfliip and bravery in giving me the afliftance I aiked againft the 
van of the Pytan army who are advancing this way, and that you will 
oblige me with a compliance to the requeft I made in my laft letter. What 
lhall I fay more? 

I BEG YOU WILL BE SENSIBLE OF MY SINCERITY. I PROMISE YOU IN THE 
MOST FAITHFUL MANNER, THAT I WILL NEVER BREAK OR INFRINGE MY 
PART OF THE TREATY I HAVE MADE WITH YOUR NATION.” 

Inclofed in this letter came a fmall paper with thefe lines : 

“ This you may be fure of, that if any perfon or perfons attempt to 
“ quarrel with you, or become your enemies, I have fworn before God 
“ that I will affift you. I have never given the French a Angle Cowry^ and 
“ what forces of mine are at Houghley^ were fent to Nundcomar the Feugedar * 

“ of that place : the French will never dare to quarrel with you ; and I per- 
“ fuade myfelf that you will not, contrary to ancient cuftom, commit any 
“ hoftilities within the Ganges, or in the provinces of which I am Sou- 
“ bahdar." 


The admiral received alfo from the Nabob another letter, dated the loth 
of March 1757. 

“ YOUR obliging anfwer to my letter I have received, wherein you 
write, that your lufpicions are at an end, and that on the receipt of my 
letter you forbore attacking Cbandernagore, and fent for their people to 
make peace, anil wrote out the terms of agreement •, but when they were 
about figning them, they declared that if they, figned the articles, and any 
other commander fhould arrive, they could not be anfwerable for his adher- 
ing to them; and that on this account there was no peace. You alfo write 
many other particulars, of which I am well acquainted. It is true, if it 
is the cuftom of the French, that if one man makes an agreement, another 
will not comply with it, what fccurity is there ? My forbidding war on my 
borders, was, bccaufe the French were my tenants, and upon this affiiir 
defired my proteflion : on this I wrote you to make peace, and no inten- 
tions bad I of aflilting or favouring them. Tou have underjiandtng, and 
genercjtty ; if your enemy with an upright heart claims your proteSlion, you 
will give him his life, but then you mujt be well fatisfied of the innocence of his 
intentions-, if not, whatever you think right, that do-\-. 


• FougeJar, or Tho-w/dar, governor and chief magiftrate of the diftridl. 

+ It was this paragraph that cncoiuaged the admiral and colonel to proceed in their attack 
©f Chandtrnagon, 


1 am 
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I am firm to my agreement, and look upon your enemies as my own, 
which I ftiall never fwerve from. 

Daily our friend (hip will increafe 


Colonel Clive, the latter end of February, left his camp near Calcutta, and 
crofled the Ganges, which was ccj^ually convenient either to commence hofti- 
lities againft the French, or to join the Nabob againft the Pytan forces ; 
but the intentions both of the Nabob and of the French being very manifelf, 
on the 8th of March he turned his face towards Chandernagore, and on the 
13th he invefted it. On the 14th the enemy fallied out, in which affair 
Captain Coote greatly fignalized himfelf, and foon made them retreat ; on 
this they tjuitted their outer works, and we became mafters of the town, and 
the batteries in and about it, with very little lofs ; and the enemy by this 
means were fhut up within their fort. 

As foon as every thing was in readinefs on board the fleet, and the (hips 
cleared of their fuperfluous (lores, they alfo moved up the river with the 
flood tides -I. To the great mortification as well as aftonifliment of the 
French, (who had flattered themfelves that it would be impraflicable for us 
to bring up our larged fliips) on the i8th the Kent, Fyger, and Salijbury 
appeared in fight of the fort, and then turning the point of Chandernagore 
reach, anchored the 19th off the Prujfian O£iagon\ from whence we had a 
full view of the town and fortifications. As foon as we came to an anchor, 
the French threw a (hell, and fired a (hot or two, to try if they could reach 
our fliips ; but they fell (hort. 


From Mr. IVatts's tranflation. 

■}- Mr. Jamei fent the admiral the following letter on the occafion. 

“SIR, 

I have^ in obedience to your direAions, fent all my fick people to the hofpital, and now 
inclofe to you the prefent ftate of the ftiip.— Though it will appear that a great number of the 
crew are ill, yet as their complaints are chiefly fcorbutical, occafioned by the late tedious 
paflage, I hope a very few days will perfeft their recovery ; and as I fliall ever elleem it an 
honour to ferve under you, and ftudy to merit the continuance of your approbation of my 
condud, I hope. Sir, nothing will prevent your taking me with you on the intended expedition 
againfl Chandernagore. I flatter myfelf, you will find the Revenge of fome good ufe, from her 
drawing but little water; at the fame time the can fight moft commodioufly 24 twelve pounders 
upon one deck. 1 ihall remain on board to- day to get every thing as forward as poflible, and 
ihall do myfelf the favour of waiting on you in the morning to receive what farther commands 
you may have to honour me with ; being. Sir, with true refpeft. 

Your moft obliged, 

Revenge, at Calcutta, and obedient humble fervant, 

vothrf March, WILLIAM JAMES.” 

With this reqjieft, the admiral could not comply, as the public fervice obliged him to dif- 
patch the Revenge to Fort St, George on bufmefs of great importance. 


Our 
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Our preparations for the attack of this place had unavoidably been 1757. 
carried on, fo openly, that it was impoffible they Ihould be a fecret to the — ■ 
French^ who had therefore made ufe of every pollible method to fruftrate 
our deiign. Juft below the fort of Chandernagore, there was a large bank of 
land, which made the paflage very narrow j to block up this channel, they 
had funk three fhips loaded with ballaft ; the mafts of which however ap- 
jxrared above water. Three other large fliips lay at anchor above the fort : 

Thcfe, it was faid, were prepared as fire-flaips, to be fent down with the 
tide to burn our fquadron in the middle of the night. The admiral there- 
fore refolved to be beforehand with them, and gave orders that all the boats 
of the fliips fliould go up as foon as the night came on, and endeavour 
to cut their cables. This was accordingly done, and they all drove upon, 
the fands. It afterwards appeared, that the crews belonging to thofc Ihips 
had been taken out to reinforce the garrilbn. 

The attack of the fort would probably have taken place the next morn- 
ing, had the tides in the river been at all favourable for that purpofe ; but 
unfortunately for us, they ferved either too early in the morning, or tooi 
late in the afternoon-. This circumftance obliged the admiral to poftpone 
the attack for two or three days. In the mean time he fent Lieutenant 
Iley with a flag of truce to the governor, demanding a furrender of the- 
place, which he politely, but relblutely refufed to give up. Mr. Hey, 
having obferved, as he pafled between the veflels marts, which were funk 
in the channel of the river, that their hulls were not deep under water y 
Mr. John Delamotte, a brave and aflive officer, and who was matter on 
board the admiral’s fhip, was the next day fent to found around them-, and 
notwithftanding all the efforts of the enemy to interrupt him by an inceffant 
firing of their cannon, he brought back the agreeable news, that there was 
room for our fhips to pafs with fafety between them. But befides the ob- 
flruflion which we expedted to meet with from thcfe funken veffels ; the 
French had taken care to eredf two batteries of heavy cannon to render this 
narrow pafs ftill more difficult and dangerous. One of thefe was conttrudted 
in the form of a half moon, and lay on the very brink of the river, within 
mufket fhot of the funken veffels j the other was a fafcine-battcry on the 
glacis of the fort, and was intended to rake our fhips fore and aft. — The 
cannon on their fouth baftion could alfo be brought to fire down the 
river. 

The difpofition made for attacking the fort was as follows. The ‘Tyger 
was to be placed againtt the N. E. battion ; the Kent againtt the curtain 
between the battions oppofite the gate -, and the Saliflmry againtt the S. E. 
battion. Before we began the attack, it was judged abfolutcly neceffary 
that Colonel Clive Ihould eredt a battery on the fide of the river, to fire on 
the Ibuth face of the enemy’s S. E. battion, and in cafe of an obttinate 
sefiftance, that we might breach that battion by a crofs fire from the fhips, 

and 
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*757* and from this Intended battery. Preparations were accordingly made for 

■“■v-— ' this purpofc ; but before they could be carried into execution, the army 
were obliged to make themfelves matters of the half-moon battery, which 
they did with great gallantry, driving the enemy’s troops before them 'into 
the fort. 

All things being ready *, on the aad the admiral appeared extremely 
anxious to begin the attack j but the flood-tide in the afternoon was fo very 
late, the Ihips could not pofllbly be placed in their proper ttations while 
there was fulHcient day-light to dircdt our fire j the enemy therefore would 
have had a great advantage over us v for though the nights were too dark 
for us to diftinguifli the embrafures of their fortifications, yet they could 
plainly fee the hulls of our fhips, which would have lain fo near the fort, 
that a Ihocking carnage mutt have been made amongtt their crews. That 
another day however might not be lott, the admiral the fame evening ordered 
lights to be placed on the mafts of the vefTels that had been funk, with 
blinds towards the fort, that we might fee how to pafs between them 
a little before day-light, and without being difcovered by the enemy. 

At length, the glorious morning of the 23d of March arrived, and upon 
the fhips getting under fail, the Colonel’s battery, which had been finifhed 
behind a dead wall, began firing away on the S. E. baftion. The "Tyger^ 
with Admiral Pocock's flag flying *, took the lead, and about fix o’clock in 
the morning got very well into her ttation againtt the N. E. baftion. The 
Kenty with Admiral WatforCs flag, quickly followed her •, but before (he 
could reach her proper ttation, the tide of ebb unfortunately made down 
the river, which occafioned her anchor to drag ; fo that before ftie brought 
up, fhe had fallen abreaft of the S. E. battion, the place where the Salif- 
hury Ihould have been, and from her mainmaft aft, fhe was expofed to the 
flank guns of the S. W. baftion alfo. This accident of the Kent’s anchor 
not holding faft, and her driving down into the Salijhury's ttation, threw 
this laft fhip out of adlion, to the great mortification of her captain, 
officers, and crew, for fhe never had it in her power to fire a gun, un- 
Icfs it was now and then, when fhe could fheer on the tide. The Frenchy 
during the whole time of the Kent and Tyger's approach towards the fort, 
kept up a terrible cannonade upon them, without any refiftance on their 
parts I but as foon as the fhips came properly to an anchor, they returned 
it with fuch a fury as aftonifhed their adverfaries. Colonel Clive’s troops at 


• Mr. Poetti a f«w days teforc this, had arrived at Ballafm in the Cumhtrland, and though 
he could not get his own fliip up the river, yet he would by no means be inaftive, and there- 
fore in his barge joined the fquadron the 2 ill, and the next evening, (which preceded this 
attack) he hoiftea his flag on ooard the Tyger ; his arrival was very mortifying to the gallant 
Captain Latham, who was obliged to yield to his fuperior ofliccr a great part of thofe honours 
which otherwife would have been folely due to him as commander of the Tygtr, 

the 
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the fame time got ifito thofc houfes which were neareft the fort, and from 
thence greatly annoyed the enemy with their mulketry *. 

The fire now became general on both fides, and was kept up with extra- 
ordinary fpirit. The flank guns of the S. W. baftion galled the Kent very 
much, and the admiral’s aid-de-camps being all wounded, Mr. IVatfon 
went down himfelf to Lieutenant IVilliam Brereton, who commanded the 
lower deck battery, and ordered him particularly to direft his fire againll 
thofe guns, and they were accordingly foon afterwards filenced. At 
eight in the morning, fcveral of the enemy’s fliot ftruck the Kent at the 
fame timej one entered near the foremaft, and fet fire to two or three 32 
pound cartridges of gunpowder, as the boys held them in their hands ready 
to charge the guns. By the cxplofion, the ^ad-nets, and other loofe things, 
took fire between decks, and the whole fliip was fo filled with fmoke, that 
die men in their confufion cried out, fire was on fire in the gunner’s ftore- 
room ; imagining from the (hock they had felt from the balls, that a Ihell 
had actually fallen into her. This notion ftruck a panic into the greateft 
part of the crew, and 70 or 80 jumped out of the port-holes into the boats 
that were a long fide the fliip. The French prefently faw this confufion on 
board the Kent, and refolving to take the advantage, kept up as hot a fire 
as pofllble upon her during the whole time. Lieutenant Brereton however, 
with the afliftance of fome other brave men, foon extinguiftied the fire, 
■^and then running to the ports, he begged the feamen to come in again, 
upbraiding them for deferring their quarters : but finding this had no 
efefl upon them, he thought the more certain method of fucceeding 
would be to ftrike them with a fenfe of fliame, and therefore loudly ex- 
claimed, Are you Britons? You Englt(hmen, and fly from danger? For Jhame, 
for Jhamel" This reproach had the defired effeft ; to a man they imme- 
diately returned into the (hip, repaired to their quarters, and renewed a 
fpirited fire on the enemy. 

In about three hours from the commencement of the attack, the parapets 
of the north and fouth baftions were almoft beaten down ; the guns were 
moftly difmounted ; and we could plainly fee from the main top of the 
Kent, that the ruins from the parapet and merlons had entirely blocked up 
thofe few guns which otherwife might have been fit for fervice. W e could 
cafily difeern too that there had been a great flaughter among the enemy ; 
who finding that our fire againft them rather incrcafed, hung out the 
white flag : Whereupon a ceftation of hoftilities took place, and the ad- 
miral fent Lieutenant Brereton (the only commilfion officer on board the 
Kent that was not killed or wounded) and Captain Coote of tlic King’s 

* Our fhlp lay fo near to the fort, that the muflcet-balls fired from their tops, by ftrlking 
againll the Cnunam walls of the Governor’s palace, which was in the very center of ihe fort, 
were beaten as fiat as a half-crown. 
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^757^ regiment, with a fllag of truce to the fort, who foon returned; accompanied' 
by the French Governor’s fon, with articles of capitulation^ which being 
fettled by the admirals and colonel, we foon afterwards took poflcflxon of the 
place. 


Articles of Capitulation propofed by the DireBor and Council for the French- 

Eaft India Company's Affairs at Chandernagore, to Vice-admiral Watfon 

with bis anfwersy March 23d, 1757. 

Art. I. The lives of the deferters lhall be faved. 

Ans. ‘The deferters fhall be abfolutely given up. 

II . All the officers of this garrifon fhall be prifoners on their parole of 
honor i and lhall have liberty to carry with them all their effedts, and go 
where they pkafe, on promifing they will not ferve againft his Britannic 
Majefty during the prefent war. 

A. 'The admiral agrees to this. 

III. The foldicrs of the garrifon, fhall be prifoners of war, fo long as 
the prefent war continues ; and when peace is made between the King of 
France, and the King of England, they lhall be fent to Pondicherry, and till 
then be entertained at the expence of the Englijh company. 

A. The admiral likewife agrees, with this difference only, that inftead of 
fending the foldiers to Pondicherry, they fhall be fent to Madrafs, or to Eng- 
land, as the admiral fhall hereafter think proper •, and that fuch foreigners, who 
arc not of the French nation, and chufe voluntarily to enter into the Englifh 
fervice, fhall have liberty, 

IV. The Sepoys of the garrifon lhall not be prifoners of war; they 
fliall have leave, on the contrary, to return to their own country on the 
coaft. 

A. The admiral agrees to this. 

V. The officers and men of the company’s European fhip St. Contefl, 
ffiall be lent to Pondicherry in the firft Englifh Ihip, which goes to the 
coalf. 

A. The officers and men of the European fhip fhall be upon the fame footing 
as the foldiers, and be fent to "Madrafs or to England as foon as poffible. 

VI. The French Jefuit fathers lliall have liberty to excrcife thq fundlions 
of their religion in the houfe which has been alfigned them lince the de- 
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molifliingof their church: the filvcr ornaments and every thing that be- * 757- 
longs to the church, fliall be given them, and alfo their eftefts. 

A. *Che admiral cannot agree to ar^ Europeans rejiding here •, but the 
French Jefuits may go to Pondicherry, Doith aU the ornaments of their church-t 
or wherever they pleafe. 

VII. All the inhabitants, of what nation or quality focver, as Europeans^ 

Muftees, Qhrijiians, Blacks^ Gentils^ Moors., and others, fhall be put in pof- 
feffion of their houfes, and of all in general as lhall be found belonging to 
them, either in the fort, or on their eftates. 

A. ^his article to be left to the admiral, who will do jujlice. 

VIII. The faftories of Cajftmbuzar, Dacca, Patna, Jeuda, and of Bal~ 
lafore, fhall remain at the command of the chiefs who dirc(fl them. 

A. 'To be fettled between the Nabob and the admiral. 

IX. The direftors, counfellors, and thofe employed under them, fhall 
have leave to go where they pleafe, with their cloaths and linen. 

A. The admiral agrees to this. 

The admiral expels an anfwer by three ^ clock this afternoon, and that the 
Britifh forces may take poffejfton of the fort by four. 

The above-mentioned propofitions have been accepted of by the council; 
in confequence of which, we have delivered up the fortrefs of Chander- 
nagore to Admiral Watfon. 

Chandernagore^f the 23d 
olMarchf 1757. 

P. Renault, La-portiere, M. Fournier, 

F. Nicolas, A. Caillott, Sugues. 


It mull be acknowledged that the French made a gallant defence ; for they 
flood to their guns as long as they had any to fire. We never could learn 
how many of their men were killed and wounded in the whole ; tho’ they 
confeffed that they had forty carried off dead frOm the S. E. ballion. The 
north-eafl ballion was alfo cleared of its defendants twice, and among many 
others that were wounded there, was one Lee, a corporal and defertcr from 
the Tyger, who pledged himfcif to the enemy that he would throw two 
fhclls out of three into the Tyger ; but while he was bringing the mortars 
to bear for that purpofe, he was difabled by a mufket-bullet from the 
Kent'& top. — He was afterwards fent home a prifoner to England. 

S 2 Qn 
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On our fide, three of the Kent's lower deck guns were difmonnted, and 
the fame number on the upper deck. The ihip received 138 cannon (hot 
through her fide next the forr, befides being greatly damaged in her marts 
and rigging. Thirty-feven men were killed upon the fpot in her, and 74 
wounded in a greater or'lefs degree. Among the dead was Mr. Perreau 
the admiral’s firft lieutenant, who fell in the bloom of youth, unfpeakably 
lamented by us all. Mr. Rawlins Hey^ our third lieutenant, and much of 
the fame age as Perreau^ loft; his thigh, and died on the 3i(t of March 
at the hofpital, not lefs regretted than Perreau. Captain Speke was dan- 
geroufly wounded in the leg, and the fame ftiot carried off the thigh of 
his Ion Mr. IVilliam Speke^ who afterwards died of the wound. Mr. Stan- 
ton^ our fecond lieutenant, received many contufions, but he foon got 
the better of them. Mr. Marriott a midfhipmnn, was wounded in the 
thigh, but not mortally. Mr. Woed^ another midflnpman, was (lightly 
wounded. Mr. James Lijler^ under- fecretary to the admiral, as he was 
ftanding by him taking minutes, was wounded in the leg ; and Mr. Barnes 
the purfer, received a violent contufion in both his thighs from the wind 
of a ball, which parted very near, but did not ftrike him. 

The number of the flain on board the Tyger almoft equalled thofe of 
the Kent. Admiral Pocock himfelf was flightly wounded, but Mr. Phillips 
the mafter, mortally •, and his mate Mr. Pater loft an arm, Mr. JVilkinfon^ 
Mr. Phompfon^ and Mr. Gribblc^ midfhipmen, were alfo wounded. The 
whole number fent to the hofpital from this rtiip was forty-one. In 
which were included a few volunteers from his majefty’s frigate and floop, 
who had been permitted to aft this day on board the Pyger under the com- 
mand of the Bridgewater's Lieutenant Mr. Charles Saxton^ a young gentle- 
man then lately promoted to the rank of a commirtion officer by Admiral 
Watfon^ and diftinguilhed for his alacrity in offering himfelf as a volunteer 
on every emergent occafion. 

Every humane bofom muft needs commiferate the death of fo many gal- 
lant Britijb youth, as fell in this day’s aftion. The killed and wounded 
indeed on (liore were trifling ; the enemy were fo much employed againft the 
(hips, that the army had but one killed, and 10 wounded •, but on board the 
two fliips they were fo numerous, that I would willingly forbear any farther 
mention of fuch a mournful fcenc ; but the behaviour of Captain Speke and 
his fen, a youth of 16 years of age, was fo truly great and exemplary on 
this glorious but melancholy occafion, that I muft beg leave to deferibe 
it, with fome of it’s moft interefting circumftances. 

When Admiral Watjon had the unhappinefs to fee bqth the father and 
fon fall in the fame inftant*, he immediately went up to them, and by the 
moft tender and pathetic expreffions tried to alleviate their diftrefs. The 
captain, who had oblerved his fon’s leg to be hanging only by the fkin, 
faid to the admiral, ‘‘ Indeed, Sir, this was a cruel (hot, to knock down 
both the father and the fon !” Mr. Watfon's heart was too full to make 

the 
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the leaft reply; he only ordered them both to be immediately carried to 1757- 
the I'urgeon. The captain was firft brought down to me in the after-hold, 
where a platform had been made, and then told me. how dangeroully his poor 
Billy was wounded. Prefently after, the brave youth himfelf appeared, but 
liad another narrow efcape, the quartei^mafter, who was bringing him 
down in his arms after his father, being killed by a cannon ball : his eyes 
o’erflowing with tears, not for his own, but for his father’s fate, I laboured 
to allure him, that his father’s wound was not dangerous, and this alTertion 
was confirmed by the captain himfelf. He feemed not to believe either 
of us, until he afked me upon niy honour^ and 1 had repeated to him my 
firll afTurance in the mail: politive manner. He then immediately became 
calm; but on my attempting to enquire into the condition of his wound, 
he folicitoufly afla^d me, if I had drefled his father, for he could not think 
of my toucliing him, before his father’s wound had been taken care of. I 
allured him, that the captain had been ilready properly attended to : “ 

(replied the generous youth, pointing to a fellaw fufterer) Pray^ SiVy look 
‘‘ to and, drefs this poor man^ who is groaning fo fadly bejide me A” I told 
him, that he already had been taken care of, and begged of him with 
fome importunity that 1 now might have liberty to .examine his wound : 
he fubmitted to it, and calmly obferved, <S/r, I fear you mujl amputate 
above the joint V I replied,, niy dear, I muft ! — Upon which, he clafped 
.both his hands together^ and lifting his eyes in the moft devout and fer- 
vent manner towards heaven, he offered up the following fliort, but earneft 
petition ; ‘‘ Good Gcdy do thou enable me to- behave in my pre fen t circumjlances^ 

‘‘ worthy my Fathers fon /” When he had ended this ejaculatory prayer, 

he told me that he was all fubmiffion. I then performed the operation 
above the joint of the knee ; but during the whole time the intrepid youtiv 
never fpake a word, or uttered a groan, that could be heard at a yard 
diltance. 

The reader may eafily imagine, what, in this dreadful interval, the 
brave, but unhappy captain fuffered, who lay juft by his unfortunate 
and darling fon. But whatever were his feelings, we difeovered no other 
expreffions of them, than what the filent, trickling tears declared ; though 
the bare recolledlion of the feene, even at this diftant time, is too painful 
for me. — Both the father and the fon, the day after the adtion, were fent 
with the reft of the wounded back to Calcutta, The father was lodged 
at the houfe of William Mackett^ Efq; his brother-in-law ; and the fon was 
with me at the hofpital. For the firft eight or nine days,, 1 gave the fatlier 
great comfort, by carrying him joyful tidings of his boy ; and in the fame 
manner I gratified the fon in regard to the father. But alas ! from that 
time, all the good fymptoms which had hitherto attended this unparalleled 
youth, began to difappear! The captain eafily guefled,. by my filence and 
countenance, the true ftate his boy was in ; nor did he ever after afk me more 
than two queftions concerning him fo tender was the fubjedt to ua both, and 
Jb unwilling was his generous mind to add to my diftrefs. The firft, was 
on the tenth day, in thefe words, How long,, my friend^ do you think my 
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J 757 ‘ “ way remain in a ftate of uncertainty?” I replied, that “ If he lived 

to the 1 5th day from the operation, there would be the ftrongeft hopes 
of his recovery,” On the 13th however he died; and on the 1 6th the 
brave man looking me ftedfaftly in the face, faid, “ Well, Ives, how fares 

“ it with my boy ?” I could make him no reply •, and he immediately 

attributed my filence to the real caufe. He cried bitterly, fqueczed me 
by the hand, and begged me to leave him for one half hour, when he 
wiflied to fee me again j and aflured me, that I Ihould find him with a 
difi'erent countenance, from that he troubled me with at prefent. — Tliefe 
were his obliging expreflions. — I punftually complied with his defire and 
when I returned to him, he appeared, as he ever after did, perfectly calm 
and ferene. 

The dear youth had been delirious the evening preceding the day on 
which he died j and at two o’clock in the morning, in the utmoft diftrefs of 
mind, he fent me an incorreft note, written by himfelf with a pencil, of 
which the following is an exa6l copy. “ If Mr. Ives will conjider the diforder 
“ a fon mujl be in, when he is told he is dying, and is yet in doubt whether his 
“ father is not in as good a ftate of health. If Mr. Ives is not too hijie to honour 
“ this chitt *, which nothing but the greateft uneaftnefs could draw from me. 
“ The hoy waits an anjwer" Immediately on the receipt of this note, I 
vifited him, and he had ftill fenfe enough left to know who I was. He then 
began with me. — And is he dead? — Who my dear ? My father. Sir.” No, 
my love ; nor is he in any danger, I alTure you ; he is almolt well. “ Thank 
“ God! — then why did they tell me Jo? 1 am now fatisfied, and ready to die.”' 
At that time he had a locked jaw, and was in great diftrefs, but I under- 
ftood every word he fo inarticulately uttered : he begged my pardon, for 
having (as he obligingly and tenderly expreffed himfclt) difturbed me at fo 
early an hour, and before the day was ended, furrendered up a valuable 
life. 

The following exquifite fimile fo finely illuftrates the beauty and un- 
timely death of this incomparable young man, that I am perfuaded every 
good-natured reader will excufe my inferiing it. 

“ As a gay flower, with blooming beauties crown’d, 

“ Cut by the lhare, lies languid on the ground ; 

“ Or fome tall poppy, that o’ercharg’d with rain 
“ Bends the faint head, and finks upon the plain j 
“ So fair, fo languilhingly fweet he lies, 

“ His head declin’d, and drooping as he dies -f-.” 

* A Note in India is called a Chitt. 

f Purpureut veluti cam flos fuccifus aratro 
Languefeit moriens ; laflbve papavera collo 
Pemifere caput, pluvia cam forte gravantur, 

ViKG. j£jr. 9. 

* Captain 
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Captain Speke was confined to his bed and chamber, for fome weeks 
after the aftion, ncxr did he perfeitiy recover from his wound; at times he 
was much indifpofed, and in a great deal of danger. While incapable of 
duty, the admiral ordered his firft lieutenant Mr. John Clerke to take upon 
him the command. At length, the Kent being^ condemned as unlerviceable, 
the captain took his paflagc to England in one of our Eajt India company’s 
fliips ; leaving behind him the charadler of, a fenfible and complete gentle- 
man, as well as the gallant and Ikilful fea officer. He afterwards com- 
manded the Rcfolution of 70 guns in the memorable engagement off Bellijle, 
when Sir Edward Hawke defeated the French fleet, and particularly diftin- 
guiflied himfelf by obliging the Formidable to ftrike to him, though a Ihip 
uiperior in force to his own. The Resolution in the night fucceeding 
the action, was wrecked on a flioal called Le'Four, but the captain with the 
crew were providentially faved. Captain Speke afterwards returned to Eng- 
land, and for a while enjoyed in quiet thofe applaufes which the public 
juftly beftowed on his fuperior merit. He was afterwards appointed cap- 
tain of the Modejle, and once ntore went to fea but before he could render 
any farther fervices to his country, he died at Lijbon in the 43d year of his 
age, to the great grief of all his acquaintance, but cfpecially of thofe whom he 
-had honoured and made happy with a more intimate ffiarc of his friendfhip. 

I have already cited fome lines from Mr. Pitt's, tranllation of Virgil, 
becaufe I thought them applicable to the death of this great man’s 
fon : the reader will now excufe my quoting a few others from Mr.. 
William Whitehead, and placing them here to the memory of both theft 
heroes. 


“ O happy both ! if ought my mufe cou’d Ihed 
“ Of te.srs eternal which embalm the dead ; 

“ While round Britannia's coaft old ocean raves, 

“ And to her ftandard roll th’ embattled waves, 

“ Fair emprefs of the deep: fo long your names 
“ Should live lamented !” 

To alleviate our concern, it is to be obferved, that by the rediir- 
tion of Chandernagore, the French power and commerce in Bengal were 
totally ruined. The captors alfo met with no inconfiderable booty in the 
place ; the guns, ftorcs, and valuable effefts found there, felling for aboyc 
130,000/. fterling. It happened unfortunately however, that Monf. 
Nicolas, a man of a moft amiable character, and the father of a large family, 

f Fortunati ambo ! fi quid mea carmina poflunt, 

Nulla dies unquam memori vos eximet aevo ; 

Dum domus Mnex capitoli immobile faxum 
Accolet, impeiiumque pater Romanus habebit* 

VlRO, u€ft, 9. 

held 
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1757- had not been fo provident as the reft of his countrymen, in fecuring hts 
effefts within the fort, but had left them in the town ; confequently upon 
Colonel Clive's firft taking polTeflion of the place, they had all been plun- 
defed by our common foldiers ; and the poor gentleman and his family 
hereby were to all appearance ruined. The generous and humane Cap- 
tain hpeke having heard of the hard fate of Monf. Nicolas^ took care to 
reprefent it to the two admirals in all hs afFe( 5 ling circumftances ; who im* 
mediately advanced the fum of 1500 rupees each. Their example was 
followed by the five captains of the fquadron, who fubferibed 5000 between 
them. Mr. Doidge added 800 more*, and the fame fum was thrown in by 
another perfon, who was a fincere well-wifher to this unfortunate gentle- 
man: fo that a prefent of 9600 rupees, or 1200/. fterling, was in a few 
minutes collefted towards the relief of this valuable Frenchman and his 
diftreffed family. 

One of the company was prefently difpatched with this money, who 
had orders to acquaint Monf. Nicolas^ ‘‘ that a few of his Englijh friends 
dcfired his acceptance of it, as a fmall teftimony of the very high efteem 
they had for his moral chafadter, and of their unfeigned fympathy with him 
in his misfortunes.” The poor gentleman, quite tranfported at fuch an in- 
ftance of generofity in an enemy, cried out in a fort of extacy, “ Good 
Cod! they are friends indeed!" accepted of the prefent with grestt 

thankfulnefs, and defired’ that ‘‘ his moft grateful acknowledgments 
might be made to his unknown benefaftors ; for whofe happinefs, and 
the happinefs of their families, not only his, but the prayers of his chil- 
drens children, he hoped, would frequently be prefented to heaven. — 
He could add no more : — The tears which ran plentifully down his 
cheeks, befpoke the feelings of his heart; and indeed implied much 
more, than even Cicero with all the powers of oratory could poffibly have 
expreffed. 

Soon after the capture of Chandernagore the admiral fent an exprefs with 
an account of it to England^ by Captain Richard Toby of his majefty’s floop 
the King's fi/her. 


CHAP. 
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Ccm/pondeftce between the Admiral and the Nabob . — Admiral Watfon and the 
Colonel refolve to recommence hojlilities againfi him. — The grandees of his court 
confederate to dethrone him. — The chiefs of the council at Calcutta enter into 
a treaty With them : Articles of that treaty. — Colonel Clive takes the field 
with his forces. — Account of the battle of Plafley. — Jaffier Ali-Khan is 
handed to the Soubahdar’i feat by Colonel Clive. — Serajah Dowlah, the late 
Nabob, is taken prifoner., and put to death. 


T hree days after the reduftion of the important fortrefs of Chanderna- 
gore, the admiral renewed his correfpondence with tht Nabob-, willing, 
if poflible, to cultivate friendlhip with him, and dellrous alfo to put an 
end to the French power in Bengal. 

The Admiral to the Nabob, dated the iSib of March 1757. 

** I HAVE the honour of feveral of your letters, which I would have paid 
due attention to, and anfwered immediately, had not the fervice 1 came 
here upon engaged all my time : I hope you will accept this as a reafonable 
excufe for my Tong filence. I have now the pleafure to acquaint you, that 
on the 23d of this month, after two hours fighting, we, by the blcffing of 
God, and the happy influence of your fortune and friendlhip, fubdued and 
took pofleflion of the French fort, making our enemies prifoners, except a 
fmall number who fled up the river with their cfFefls. I have ftnt a few 
armed men to feize them ; and I perfuade myfelf you will not be dilpleafed 
at this ftep, fince I have given the ftridteft orders not to molell or dilturb 
any of your fubjefts. 

I have often declared to you my unalterable refolution of llriiflly adher- 
ing to the treaty made between us •, and as we have fworn reciprocally that 
the enemies of either Ihould be efteemed the enemies of both, I hope, by 
your favour, the enemies I have now remaining will be delivered into my 
hands, together with their effects. 


T 
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1757. The moment I received your letter complaining of Mr. Drake’s having 
addrefled himi'clf to Monichcbund in a manner difpleafing to you, I wrote to 
Mr. Drake, and defired he would make an apology to you for the expreflions 
he had made ufe of to Monichcbund ; which he has done, and 1 hope you 
are fatisfied therewith; you may reft affured, you will have no caufe of. 
fuch complaint for the future. 

I obferve by your letter of the 2 2d of this month, that you were under 
a neceflity of fending your brother Raja Roy Didlubram Bahader into tiie 
Burdvoan country, to colled the revenues which Monichcbund cxcul'ed himfclf 
from paying : as you liave given me your word, that this is thepurpoie of his 
march, it is not in the power of any artful defigning villain to make me 
believe the contrary ; and as it will be evermore my Jirlt principle to pro- 
mote and eflablifli the friendfhip made between us, I lhall be very cautious 
how I give credit to any idle ttories, tending to break the unity, which I 
hope will endure for ever between you and the Englijh. I am fcnfible our 
nation has many enemies at your court*, but as you are a wife and prudent 
prince, I hope you will in time difeover all the wickednefs of thofe, who by 
aflerting for pofitive truths what have appeared to be notorious falflioods, have 
attempted to injure us in your opinion. As I know your ears have been 
filled with evil reports of us, and you will ftill be fubjeft to hear the ftories . 
of fuch deceivers, the Major will be fent to you ; receive what he may 
fay, as my fentiments, and be aflured you Ihall not be deceived. What 
can I fay more ?” 

This letter not producing the defired efieft, and being too well convinced 
that the Nabob had hoftile intentions in his breaft ; for, inftcad of delivering 
up, he correfponded with and protefled our French enemies, the admiral 
addrefled another letter to him, dated the 31ft of March, 1757. 

“ I HAVE already informed you of our conqueft of Cbmidernagore, and 
making all the French our prifoners, except fome fugitives who fled up the 
river, after whom, I told you I had fent fome armed men in boats. 1 am 
forry I Ihould be under a neceffity of fending you another letter ; but having 
received information that you have not as yet performed your agreement, I 
muft take leave to acquaint you, thatfrom the repeated promifes you have made 
of keeping your word in every refpeft, I now expeft you will aft conform- 
able to the oath you have taken before God and your Prophet, and comply 
immediately with all the articles of the treaty. Deliver alfo the cannon to 
Mr. which you nowh.ave belonging to the company ■, and ftriftly keep 

to the oath we have both fworn, of living in friendfhip, and efleeming each 
other’s enemies our own •, and deliver up into my hands all the French in 
your dominions, with their eft'etls. This will be keeping your oathj,. and 
behaving like a prince, whofe purfuit is jufticc, and whofe utmoft glory as 
a foldier, is preferving his word inviolable. Depend upon iq if there arc any 
about you bold enough to advife you to aft contrary to thefc juft demands, 

they 
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thq^ are your enemies, and want to fee your country involved in a ruinous 17 
war, which nothing but your breach or promifc, of faith, and of honour, 
fliall ever prevail on me to engage in. Nothing will give me more fatisfac- 
tion, than the being afllired that continual peace and friendfhip will for ever 
laft between you and the Englijh. 

Since I began this letter, I am informed the fugitive French have offered 
to enter into your fervice. If you accept this offer, I fliall conclude that you 
intend to favour the French, and defire to live no longer in friendfliip with 
me; efpecially as you have declined the afliftance of the Englijh troops, 
after ftrongly foliciting them.” 


The admiral, not able to obtain any anfwer, either in words or deeds, 
fent another letter. 


The Admiral to the Nabob. 

Kenty off Chandirmgorty 26. April 1757. 

“ I HAVE been informed, that you exprefs fome uneafinefs at our 
ffiips remaining at this fettlement, and at our army being encamped near 
Hmghley. I find that our enemies have taken the advantage of your un- 
eafinefs, and endeavoured to perfuade you our troops propofe marching up 
in a hoftile manner againft 'you to Muxadabad. It is amazing to me, that 
any one fliould dare to impofe fo grofsly on your underftanding, without 
trembling at the confequence, fliould his villainous arts be difeovered. And 
it alfo furprizes me, that you fliould hearken to fuch idle ftories. You, as 
a foldier, muft know, that while I have enemies yet in your dominions, it 
would be very impolitic in me not to purfue them. Yet, if you will 
deliver up my enemies and their eff'edts to me, my fliips and troops fliall 
immediately return to Calcutta ; and then, and not before, fliall I be con- 
vinced of your fincerity and refolution in abiding by the oath you have 
taken, of regarding niy enemies as your own.” 

The day after the forwarding of the above, the admiral received the fol- 
lowing letter from the Nabob, though dated the iff of Rajub, or zzd of 
March 1757. 

“ W H AT I have promifed, and fet tny hand to, I will firmly maintain, 
nor in any refpeft deviate therefrom. All Mr. Watts\ demands, and what- 
foever he has reprefented to me, I have complied with, and what remains, 
fliall be given up by the 1 5th of this moon. This, Mr. Watts muft have 
written to you, with all the particulars ; but notwithftanding all this, it 
appears to me from many inftanccs, that you feek to obliterate your 
agreement with me. The country within the territories of Roughly, Ingely, 
Burdwan and Nuddea, have been ravaged by your troops. For what 
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* 757 * caufe is this ? Add to tliis, that Govendram Metre wrote to Nundcemar by 
tlie fon of Ramden Cofe^ requiring him to deliver Coliigant^ as belonging to the 
diftrifts of Calcutta^ into his the faid iWif/rf’s pofleflion. What is the mean- 
ing of this ? 1 am fure this has been done without your knowledge. In 

confidence of your engagement, I made peace; with the view of procuring 
the welfare of the country, and to prevent the ruinous confcqucnccs which 
would befal the royal territories from both armies, and no.t that the people 
lliould be trampled upon, and the revenues obftrufted. 

Your endeavours Ihould be daily to ftrengthen more and more the friend- 
fliip which has taken root betwixt us, and to that end put a (fop, to the 
influence of this mifehief-maker, and difcountenance the aforefaid Metre 
in fuch manner, that he may not dare to fay thefe things, nor be guilty of 
fuch falfe proceedings for the future. By the will of God, the agreement 
lhall never be infringed upon my part. I have fpoken xo y[T. Watts fully 
on this fubjeft ; the particulars of which you will have in his letter. 

P. S. I have juft learned that the French are bringing a large force from 
the Deccan., to make war againft you ; for this reafon I write to you, that 
if you ftand in need of any forces of the government for your fupport, you 
will immediately acquaint me, and they (hall be ready to join you whenevy 
you ftiall have occafion for them,” 


This produced the following reply. 

1 .be Admiral to Nabob. 

Dated Calcutta, 3d of April, 1757. 

“ THE letter you did me the honour to write the 22d of laft montiv, 
did not come to my hands till this day. As the fubjeft of it required an 
anfwer as loon as poflible, I make no doubt but you have been furprized at 
not having found any thing in my three laft letters relating thereto. But 
this informs you of the true reafon, and 1 hope will fatisfy you of my rcadi- 
nels always to acknowledge the receipt of your favours. The alTurances 
you continue to give me, of fkmly maintaining the agreement between us ; 
makes me hope you will lillcn to all the juft demands I have made iir my 
laft letters, as the delivering up my enemies into my hands with all their, 
eflefls, and complying with all the articles of the treaty ; the latter part, 
you promife me fhall be done the 1 5th of this Moon, which will be to-mor- 
row, when I hope Mr. IVatts will be able to write, and allure me you have ■ 
fulfilled your promilc. You tell me, that notwithftanding the order you 
have given for every thing being, complied with, and fixing the day for its 
being done, yet it appears to you from many inftances that I intend to break 
my agreement. You muft fufier me to tell you, that your apprehenfion.^ 
of my not ftriftly abiding by the treaty I have made, are founded on falfe 

repre- 
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rcprefcntations, made to you by Monicbchund^ to excwfc hinifclf from paying 1757. 
the revenues of the fcvcral countries you fay have been pillaged by the 
Englijb. How can this poffibly be? When the Englijlo troops, fince the 
happy peace made with you, have penetrated ao farther into the Burdivan 
country, than marching from Ba 7 ikehufar toChandemagore fiiore ; and 
fince the conqueft of the French^ z few armed men were fent after foine 
fugitives a little way, but they have been ordered back feme time fince, and 
are returned. Of this, upon very little refledtion, you muft be fcnfible-, 
why then will you hearken to ihofe who fiek every opportunity to de- 
ceive you, and make you believe fuch things as are in their nature impo!- 
lible ? For how could the territories of Uoughly^ dngely^ Burdivan and Nud^ 
dea^ be ravaged by our troops, when the troops have been no larihcr than 
1 have aflured you ? 1 am afraid the perfon who dares attempt the iinpofing 
on you fo grofs a falfliood as this, has reafon to think you may be cafily per- 
fuaded into the belief of any thing, that would ferve as a pretence for 
your difpleafure againft the Englijh \ otherwife, I think no one would pre- 
liimc to fill your ears with fuch falfe and idle (lories. What you tell me 
relating to Govendram Metre^ you do me great juftice in believing he has 
afted in the manner he did, without, my knowledge. You may be afTured, 

I will take pains to enquire into every circumftance of that matter, and 
will fee that (trift juftice is done to you, and give Metre a feverc rebuke for 
his late behaviour. 

Need I* give you any farther* afllirances of my immoveable refolutioa 
ftri( 5 lly to regard our treaty, and every moment to improve the friend/hip 
growing up between us ? I hope not. I would willingly believe, you now 
know me fufficicntl'y to place a confidence in what I fay. without having 
any doubts of being deceived*, which you may depend upon you never fiiall 
by me : deceit is deteftable in the heart of an honed man, and much too 
low a pradtice for the true foldier to ftoop to. 

Give me leave to render you my thanks for your intelligence concerning 
the French from the Deccan^ and your readinefs in offering me afTiftance, -if 
I fhoiild have occafion. Should the French leave the Deccan^ and conic 
into this country with fuch a number as to make the jnnftion of our troops 
necelTary, I then will do myfelf the honour to write to you on that bufinclV. 

Ih the mean time, if you would wifti to preferve peace in your coujitry, 
deliver up my enemies into my hands, and by that means they wiW he lets 
able to oppofe me, if fuch a force fhould arrive. This will convince me 
of the fincerity of your offer. It is now in your power to fjitle cvcriajling 
peace in your country, and if you fuffer the opportunity to flip, it may 
never offer again. You fee that God, by whofe power all lunnan events 
are determined, has given me ^he vidlory over my enemies. He feeth the 
juftnefs of my caufe, and therefore fighteth for me. Hcfltate then no 
longer about the things I have written to you, but openiy fullili the oath 
you made before God and your Prophet^ of making my enemies your own ; 
and let us evermore become as one people. Then, we (liall fee jieace nncL 

tranquilit}' 
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1757, traniquiUty will flourllh •, for, our enemies b^lboldiog us cemented in unitjr^ 
will not venture to bring War into the country. 

Refledl on what I have written, and be aflured nothing is fo much my 
defire, as to fee peace and congord perfeAly fettled throughout the whole 
kingdom i and to give you the ftrongeft proof of my fincerity, I have 
ordered the King’s fbips down to CalcuUa, as I heard fuch a meafure would 
be acceptable to you. What can I say more ?” 


After a great many inward ftruggles, andjllill dilTembling his refentment, 
the Nabob fent the following anfwer. 

’The Nabob to the Admiral, dated 14/^ of April, 1757. 

“ YOUR letters at fevcral times, I have received, with the news of yoim 
health, which has given me great pleafure. The purport of them I have 
duly underftood ; and for your fatisfaAion, and in obfervance of the agree- 
ment between us, to look upon each others enemies as our own, I have ex- 
pelled Mr. Law with all his adherents from my country, and have given 
RrieV orders to all my Naibs and Fougedars not to permit them to remain 
in any part of my dominions. I am ready upon all occafions to grant you 
my alfiftance. If the French ever enter the province with a great or fmall 
force, with a defign of making war upon you ; God and his Prophets are 
between us, that whenever you write to me, I will be your ally, and join 
you with all my force. Reft latisficd in this point, and be alTured of my 
refolution to remain inviolably by the promiles which I have made in my 
letters, and in the treaty concluded betwixt us. With regard to the French 
faftories and merchandize, I muft acquaint your excellency, that I have 
been informed, the French company are indebted to the natives, and have 
feveral belonging to my lubjeAs in their hands; fhould I comply 

with your demands in delivering up the efFcAs, how can I anfwer it to the 
creditors of the French? Your excellency is my well-wilher and my friend ; 
weigh all this affair, and return me your anfwer, that I may aA accord- 
ingly. 

I have written before, and now repeat, that if the Englijb con>pany want 
to cftablilh their trade, do not write me what is not conformable to our 
.agreement, by the inftigation of felf-interefted and defigning men, who 
want to break the peace between us. If you are not difpofed to come to *a 
rupture with me, you have my agreement under my hand and feal ; when 
you write, look upon that, and write accordingly. 

Mr. Watts will inform you fully of all particulars : What lhall I write 

more ? 

If YOU DESIRE TO MAINTAIN THE PEACE, WRITE NOTHING CONTRARY 
TO THE TREATY.” 

This 
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This letter, and daily inftanccs of the Naioh’s perfidious and hoftlle in- 
tentions, engaged the Admiral to addrds the Nabob more plainly in a letter 
dated Jpril 19th, 1757. 

“ I AM honoured with your letter of the 14th of this month, acquaint- 
ing me with your having received at feveral times the letters I lately wrote 
you. Your forbearance, and not writing to me, hath not the appearance 
of that friendlhip, you would perfuade me you have for my countrymen •, and 
with regard to myfelf, 1 miifl: take the liberty to fay, I was more parti- 
cularly entitled to a fpeedy anfwer to my letters, from my high rank and 
nation •, and I cannot help looking upon your neglefb in this relpeft, but as 
a flight ofleied to the King my mailer, wh.o lent me into India to proteft 
his iubjedls, and demand juflice wherefoever they were opprefled. 

I obferve in your letter the following particulars, viz. “ That for my fatis- 
faftion and according to our mutual agreement to look upon each others ene- 
mies as our own, you have expelled Monfieur /.ate; and his adherents from 
your dominions, and given Itridt orders, &c. &c.” My brother Mr. 
who is entrufted with all the company’s concerns, always writes me the parti- 
culars of your intended favours towards us ; but I have never found that 
what he writes is put in execution, neither do I find that what you wrote 
me in your letter dated the ift of Rajub (zzd of March) is yet complied 
with. You therein afllircd me, that you would fulfill all the articles you 
had agreed to, by the 1 5th of that Moon. Have you ever yet complied 
with them all? No. How then can I place any confidence in what you 
write, when your adions are not correlpondent with your promifes ? Or 
how can I reconcile your telling me in fo facred a maniier, you will be 
my ally, and aflift me with your forces againft the French ? when you have 
given a Perwannab to Mr. Law and his people to go towards Patna, in 
order to efcape me, and tell me it is for my fatisfadion, and in obfervance 
of the mutual agreement, you have taken this meafure. Is this an ad of 
friendfliip ? Or is it in this manner I am to underftand you will aflift me ? 
Or am I to draw a conclufion from ^at you write, or from what you do? 
You are too wife not to know when a man tells you one thing, and dots 
the dired contrary, which you ought to believe. Why then do you en- 
deavor to perfuade me .you will be my friend, when at the fame time you 
give my enemies your protedion, furnifh them with ammunition, and futfe r 
ijiem to go out of your dominions with three pieces of cannon ? I'Jieir 
effeds I efteem a trifling circumflance, and as far as they will contribute 
to do juftice to your people, who arc creditors to the French con, I 
have no objedion to your feizing them for their ufe, for money is what 
I, defpife, and accumulating riches to myfelf is what I did not come here 
for. 

But I have already told you, and now repeat it again, that while a 
Frenchman remains in this kingdom, I will itever ceafe purfuing him j but 
if they will deliver themfclves up, they Ihall find me merciful: and I am 
4. coofidentj,. 
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t757* confident thofe who have already fallen into my hands, will do me the jof- 
tice to fay, they have been treated with a much greater generofity, than is 
ufual by the general cuftom of war. 

If you will redea upon the oath you have taken, you cannot but join 
with me in what follows : As foon as CaJJimbuzar is properly garrifoned, to 
which place our troops will fpeedily begin their march, I defire you will grant 
a Dujluck for the palTage of two thoufand of our foldicrs by land to Patna. 
You may be alTured they will do no violence, nor commit the Icaft injury 
to the natives : the only defign of fending them is to feize the French^ and 
reftore tranquility and perfeft peace in your kingdom, which can never be 
truly eftablilhcd in theie dominions, while a war continues between us and 
them. If you are apprehenfive of any injury arifing to your fubjefts from 
tlic march of our troops to Patna., fend fome of your trufty Hircars to go 
with them, with orders to acquaint you from time to time of their tranfac- 
tions, and I dare anfwer you will find their reports agreeable to what I now 
write you. 

Inftead of fending Mr. Watts only ten guns, why did you not deliver up 
all that belonged to the company ? I will not write you what is not conform- 
able to our agreement, and which you fuppofe was by the inftigation of 
felf-intercfted and defigning men : I muft take the liberty to fay, I 
never yet have written a fyllable contrary to our agreement, and the oath 
and promife I have made ; and be afllired it is not in the power of any 
artful or defigning men to make me write any thing inconfiftent with my 
honour. I aA nothing more than your fulfilling the articles of your agree- 
ment, and abiding by the oath you have taken : This 1 have ftrongly urged 
■ you to do, bccaufe you have been very flow in the execution, and this 
furely I have a right to demand, fo long as you negleft to perform it. If 
it is difagrceable to you to hear thefc things, put it out of my power ever 
to afk again, by your immediate compliance •, and as you have defired me 
when I write, to look upon our agreement, and take that for my guide, let 
me requeft you to compare my letters.with my agreements, and v/ith what 
you have promifed, and when you find me differ from that,*br afle any thing 
contrary to it, then tax me therewith i point out to me exprefly, where- 
in I have deviated from this rule, and you fhall find me ready to confefs it 
as an error : but till then, you muft excufe me for infifting on your having 
charged me wrongfully, and which upon an examination of my letters,- X 
make no doubt will appear to you too plain to be contradided. 

Let me again repeat to you, I have no other views than that of peace. 
The gathering together of riches is what I defpife ; and I call on God, 
who fees and knows tlie fpring of all our adions, and to whom you and 
I muft one day anfwer, to witneft to the truth of what I now write j 
therefore if you would have me believe that you wifti peace as much as I do, 
no longer let it be the fubjedl of our correfpondence, for me to afk for the 
fulfilment of the treaty, and you to promife and not perform it ; but -im- 
4 mediately 
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mediately fulfill all your engagements: thus kt peace fiourilh and fpread 1757? 
•throughout all your country, and make your people happy in the re-efta- ' 

. blifhment of their trade, which has fufiered by a ruinou$ and dcftru<Jlivc 
war. What can I fay more?” 

After this letter, the correfpondence ceafed on the part of the admiral i 
and from the date thereof, to the month of yune^ the Nahab continued to 
give full proofs of his enmity towards us, and his defign to embrace the 
firft convenient opportunity of extirpating us. Hoftile preparations were 
now made on each fide ; and on 'the 13th of June things drew near to a 
crifis, when the Nabob fent the following, and his laft letter to the 
admiral. 

25th of Ramazan (13th of June) 1757. 

“ ACCORDING to my promifes, and the agreement made between us, 

I have duly rendered every thing to Mr. Watts, except a very fmall re- 
mainder, and h-ad almoft fettled Monicbchund’s affair : Notwithftanding all 
this, Mr. Watts and the reft of the council of the faftory at Cajfmbuzar, 
under pretence of going to take- the air in their gardens, fled away in the 
night. This is an evident mark of deceit, and of an intention to break the 
treaty. I am convinced it could not have happened without your know- 
ledge, nor without your advice. I all along expeded fomething of this 
kind, and for that reafon I would not recall my forces from Plajfy, cxpcA- 
ing fome treachery. 

I praife God, that the breach of the treaty has not been on my part : God 
and his Prophet have been witnelfes to the contrafl made between us, and 
whoever firft deviates from it will bring upon thcmfelves the punifhment 
due to their adions.” 


By the letters, as well as by a multiplicity of fads, it is evident that 
Serajah Dowlah, from the time of figning the treaty with us, had ihewn 
himfelf but little inclined to abide by any of it’s articles •, it was indeed in- 
tended -by him to lull us into a fatal fecurity. He was very liberal in his 
promifes, but always took care to put off the performance of them, and 
that upon fuch trifling pretences, as demonftrated his ill intentions towards 
us. . His pofitivc orders at firft, that we ihould not befiege Chandernagore, 
ftrongly indicated his attachment to our enemies j though, after we had 
taken that place, he put the beft face he tould upon it, and pretended that 
he was not difpleafed at. our fuccefs. We were not ignorant however, that 
he had ordered a body of near 2000 men to the aftiftance of that garrifon, 
who might have greatly obftruded if not defeated our enterprize, had we 
not found means to prevent their ading. It is certain, that a French corps 
under the command of Monfieur haw, was proteded by him, and even 
in his pay, and that he had invited Bujjy with the French army to enter 
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1757 * againft us. Ber)dcs,|hefe inftances of his ill dirpofition towards us, 

it is to be remarked, that although four months were elapfed, the material 
points of the treaty were not fulfilled i and even his folemn engagement to 
reftore to the company the villages which of right belonged to them, was 
evaded, without framing an cxcufe for fuch an atrocious breach of faith. 

The Englift) in this fituation faw no other remedy for their prefent griev- 
ances, nor any other means of preventing the fatal blow or extirpation, 
•which was to be expefted on the arrival of the French army* than by op- 
pofing openly the man who was thus planning the ruin ot the company’s 
affairs, and only waited for the return of the fquadron ro the coaft of Coro- 
tnandelt to effeft it. This point was niuch agitated in the council, and can- 
vaffed with all that caution and circumfpcdlion, wiiich a matter of fuch 
confequcncc required. It certainly was a very difficult and dangerous 
meafure, and perhaps would never have been carried into execution, had 
not a moft fortunate incident happened, which almoft infured fuccefs. ^ 

Serajab Dowlahy after his taking Calcutta^ had behaved with fuch in- 
folencc and cruelty towards his own fubjefts, that fcveral of the Grandees 
or confiderable perfons of his court entered into a confederacy to depofe 
him. He had difplayed the feverky of his nature in fo many inftanccs, as 
to ftrike an univerfal terror ; and from the ficklencfs of his difpofition, no 
man who was near him, and in his power, could think himfelf fafe. Meer 
Jafficr Alt Khan, a man of great power and influence, (and who had mar- 
ried the fifter of SerajaFs predeceffor and grandfather, Aliverdy Khan ) con- 
duced the dcfign of depriving the Habob of that power, he had fo egre- 
gioufly abufed; he was feconded in it by Roydullub, general of horfe, 
and by Jugget-Seet, who was banker to the Nabob, and efteemed the 
richeft merchant in all India. Thefe three leading men foon communicated 
their defigns to Mr. Watts the Englijh refident at the Durbar or Nabob's 
court, and he to Colonel Clive and the fccret committee at Calcutta. The 
chief’s there did not heficate long about coming into the fcheme. Great 
dexterity, as well as fccrcfy, being neceffary in executing the plan for a 
revolution, the whole management thereof, was left to Colonel Clive, and 
to Mr. Watts. To avoid fufpicion, it was neceffary that Mr. fliould 
not be obferved to have frequent intercourfe with Jaffier : he therefore 
entrufted one Omiebund a Gentoo merchant with the fccret, and through 
him carried on his corrcfpondence with h/Ieer Jaffier. Omiebund was a 
roan of the deepeft cunning and moft infatiable avarice, and ftrongly fuf- 
peCed to have been the principal perfon that fomented the late troubles 
againft the Englijh, in hopes of pecuniary advantages to himfelf: Mr. 
Watts did not fufficicntly know the man till too late. Omiebund, after the 
plot was fo far advanced, that a treaty was juft on figning with Meer 
Jaffier, unrealbnably demanded a quarter part of all the Nabob's treafure, 
which was fuppofed to amount to 64 Crore, or 80 millions ftcrKng. His 

7 final 



[ »47 ' ] 

fittal tctm $0 La^iot Rupois fyr himfelf, by i fpecial di'ticie in the .* 757 ', 
treaty^ i and he madt no fcruple to aflure Mr. Watts, that if his demand was * 
not Complied with, he would' inftantly inferno the of our fchemes, 

when every EngUfiman within his reach would certainly be put to the fevereft 
death. In this dilemma, Mr. applied to Afrer who was deter- 

mined not to accede to fuch terms, if any means of obviating them could 
be devifed. Mr. then ^ Wrote to the feieft committee, who feeing that 

the fate of all depended upon temporizing with Omiebund, and being at 
the fame time very averfe to fubmit to the extortions of fpeh a confummate 
rogue, contrived that two treaties (hould be executed and fent up to Meer 
Jaffier, who was to be let into the fecret. One treaty was the real one to 
be abided by ; the other was fiftitious, but with no other difference than 
that it contained the article of 30 Lack for Omiebund. The real treaty was 
executed privately by Meer Jaffier the fictitious treaty was executed alfo by 
him, and in the prefence of Omiebund, who was thereupon perfectly fatisfied. 

It may be neceffary here alfo to obferve, that this fictitious treaty was figned 
by Colonel Clive and all the feleCt committee : Admiral Watfon did not 
chufc to fign it, becaufe he had figned the real treaty. A ftriCt principle 
of delicacy, which in him was fuperior to any point of policy, operated 
too ftrongly on his mind to permit him to join even in a neceifary decep- 
tion of this nature : however, while ‘he manifefted no difpleafure againft 
the aCtors, all clafles of people, from their knowledge of Omicbund^% ava- 
rice and treachery, applauded the artifice by which he was fo defcrvedly 
outwitted. 


Treatv executed hy Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan Bahadar<, vsith Admiral 
Watfon, ColmeiCYnt, imd the Counfellors Dvzke and "SVatts. 

I SWEAR Bv God, and the Prophet of God, to abide bv the terms 
OF THIS TREATY WHILE 1 have LIFE *. 

Art. T. Whatever articles were agreed upon in the time of peace with 
the Nabob Setajab Dowlah, I agree to comply with. 

II. The eaemics of the Engiyh are my enemies, whether they be Indians 
•Qt Europeans. ' 

fli. All the effefts and faClorics belonging to the French in the province 
of Bengal, (the partidife of nations) and Bahar,- md. Orixa, fhall remain in 
the poflefiion of the E-nglijh, nor will I ever allow them any more to fettle 
in the three provinces. 

IV. In confideration of the lofies which the EngUJh company have fuf- 
tained by the capture and plunder of Calcutta by the Nabobf and the charges 

^ This wai written by his own hand. 

tJ 2 occafioned 
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— - ‘ ■ occafioned by the maintenance of the forces, I will give them one €rer* oi^ 

RupeeSy [ 1 , 250000 /.] 

V. For the effefts plundered from the Englijh inhabitants at .Calcuttay 
I agree to .give fifty Lack of Rupees, [62 5,000 /.] 

VI. For the effefts plundered from the GenteeCy Moors and other inha- 
bitants of Calcutiay twenty lack oi rupees be given, [2 50,000 /.] 

VII. For the effcds plundered from the Armenian inhabitants of Calcuttay 
I will give the fum of feven lack of rupees, [87,500.] The diftribution of 
the fums allotted to the En^liJh, Gentooy Moor and other inhabitants of Cal- 
cutta, fhall be left to Admiral Watfon, Colonel Clive, Rs/ger Drake, William 
Watts, James Kilpatrick and Richard Becher, Efquires, to be difpofcd of 
by them, to whom they think proper. 

VIII. Within the ditch which furrounds the borders of Calcutta, are 
traifts of land belonging to fcveral Zemindars •» belides thefe, I will grant 
to the Englijh company fix hundred yards without the ditch. 

IX. All the land lying fouth of Calcutta, as far as Culpee, fhall be under 
the Zemindary of the Englijh company •, and all the officers of thofe parts 
ihall be under their jurifdiftion. The revenues to be paid by the company 
in the fame manner as other Zemindars. 

X. Whenever I demand the affiflance of the Englijh, 1 will be at the 
charge of the maintenance of their troops. 

XI. I will not ereft any new fortifications near the river Ganges, below. 
Houghley. 

XII. As foon as I am eftablifhed in the three provinces, the aforefaid 
fums (hall be faithfully paid. 

Dated the i stb of the month Ramazan,, 

(June 1757) in the fourth year of 
the prefent reign. 


On the i 2 thof 7 »»e, advice was received from Meer Jaffier and the other 
confederates, that all things were in readinefs with them. The dye was caff, 
and on the 13th of June, the whole army marched forwards, and the colonel, 
wrote to the Sot^ahdar the very day of his march, to the following purport : 
“ That from his great reputation , for juftice, and faithful obfervance of his 
word, he had been induced to make peace with him, and to pafs over the 
lols of many crores of rupees fuftained by the Engli^ in the capture «of 
Calcutta-, ana to reft content with whatever he in his juftice and gencrofity 
ftiould reftore to them; that his excellency had not thought fit to fet any 
value on the friendfbip of the EngliJlj, but, had in every thing difeouraged 
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SB mach as poffiblc tbecompany*s bufineiti’ by turning tbcir dif- 175^^ 
gracefully from his prefence, reimling free palTage to the Englijh through 
his country, intercepting their trade, and fcarching their faftory at Caffim- 
iuzar for ammunition and warlike l^ores, on pretence of their intending 
an attempt on his life, in the time of profound peace ; threatening them 
with an inftant rupture, if they did not fubmit to the fearch. That thefe 
were but trifles however, compared to his open and avowed protcdlion of 
• the king’s enemies, of which his letters to Monf. wrote but a few 

days after his entering into a folemn treaty with us, inviting him to his 
country, was a flagrant proof: that his proteflion and allowance of ten 
thoufand rupees per month to Monf. Law., and many other circumftances, 
were not only fo many deviatioRs from the treaty, but evidently Ihewed his 
excellency’s intention to fall upon the Englijb, as foon as the abfence of their 
troops and fleet might expofe them to it •, that the main article of the treaty 
was infringed, in his proffering only a fifth part of the fum paid into the 
treafury, for the plunder of Calcutta, and yet demanding a difeharge for the 
whole.” The colonel complained bitterly of fo many infults put upon him, 
and reminded the Soubahdar how different his own conduft was, when called 
upon to affift him againfl the Pytans. He folemnly declared, that his' 
intentions were to have fought for him to the laft drop of his blood ; but 
feeing his excellency had chofen his friends from among his enemies, and 
had in every refpe(ft deviated from his eng^ements, he had determined, with 
the approbation of all who were charged with the company’s affairs, to pro- 
ceed immediately to CaJJimbuzar, and fubmit their difputcs to the arbitration 
of Meer Jaffier, Roydulhb, lugget-faet, and others of his great men i that 
if it fhould be found, that he, tlie colonel, had deviated from the treaty, 
ho then fwore to give up all farther claims but that, if it appeared his 
excellency had broken it, he fhould then demand fatisfaftion tor all the 
Ioffes fuftained by the Englijh, and all the charges of their army and navy j 
and concluded with telling him, “ that the rains being fo near, and it requir- 
ing many days to receive an anfwer, he had found it necelfary to wait upon 
him immediately 

Our army confifhed of 750 military (including looTopaJfes) about 150 of 
the train (including 50 failors with 7 midfliipmen under the command of 
Lieutenant Hayter), 2100 Sepoys, 8 pieces of cannon fix pounders, and 
I haubitzer. The Europeans and artillery were embarked in boats, and 
the Sepoys marched on to the northward through lloughley. The Bridge- 
water alfo failed up the river as far as Uoagbley, to keep that place in awe, 
and to preferve a communication between the coloriel and the fquadron. The 
admiral’s firft lieutenant, Mr. John Clerke, with a detachment of 1 50 fcamen, 
garrifoned Chandernugore., and the fhips effeftually fccured Calcutta from 

•• Sifa/ion’i refledions on ihc government of 
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1757* of infult, while a few Topajfes were appointed to guard the Frwi& 

priloners. 

Thcfe previous and judicious mcafures being taken, the army advanced 
towards Muxadabad. On ilic 14th of June, Mr. Watts and other gentlemen, 
with 30 foldicrs, who had made their el'cape from Caffimhuzafy arrived at the 
army i and on the 1 iith, Major Coote (lately promoted from the rank of 
captain) was fciit forward with a detachment ot 200 Europeans, 500 Sepoysf 
one field-piece, and a haubitzer, to reduce Cutwab, a fort belonging to the 
Nabob, fuuatcd on the bank of Caffimbuzar river, about half a mile in circum- 
ference. As he was reconnoitring the place, one of the foldicrs of the party 
fiiddenly grew delirious, and while, in the agonies of death made fo great a 
noife, as to difeover to the enemy where they were*, on which they began 
a brilk firing, and obliged the major for the prefent to alter his poiition ; 
but he prclently afterwards made a lodgement on a large baftion, and the 
next day, after fome oppofuion, the enemy abandoned the fort, and left to 
the conc\ucror 1 4 pieces of cannon of different calibers, and a large quantity 
of grain and ammunition. 

When the army was within two days march of Muxadabad, Colonel 
Clive received fome difagreeable advices from Meer Jaffier, which he imme- 
diately laid before a council of war fummoned upon the occafion, the 
majority of whofc members were of the colonel’s opinion, that he ought not 
to advance any farther. He therefore halted where he was, and lent an 
exprefs to Calcutta, defiring frelh orders. However, the fame evening 
Colonel Clive received a fecond melfage from Meer Jaffier, alTuring him of 
his due performance of the articles mentioned in the treaty, but informing 
him that he was fo furrounded with Ipies, as to be obliged to aft with the 
greateft caution. This intelligence foon determined the colonel to pufh 
on; and that very night, without waitingfor any inftruftions from Calcutta, 
he gave orders for the army to hold themfelves in rcadinefs to march the 
next morning, when, leaving a fubaltern officer with all the fick at Cutwah, 
he broke up his camp, and marched towards the enemy, through water 
almofi: to the foldicrs middles ; the rainy feafon being now fet in. At 6 
o’clock in the morning the army eroded the river, and marched about two 
miles farther, to a large tope (or grove) where they halted till the evening : 
about 4 the next morning, the whole army reached Plaffey grove, after a 
very fatiguing march, and through a whole night’s rain. Advice having 
been brought to the colonel, on his arrival at the grove, that tlic Nabob's 
vanguard, confiding of 6000 men, was within three miles of our army, he 
ordered an advance guard of 200 Europeans, and 300 Sepoys, with 2 pieces 
of cannon, to poft themfelves at PlaJJey houfe ; and feveral guards of Sepoys, 
at proper diftances from each Other, round the grove. 

At day-break of the 23d, the Nabob's army was perceived marching out 
of their lines towards the grove which we were in poffcffion of. Their inten- 


tion 



[ 15 * ] 

tion fccmed to be to furround us. The colonel liereupon formed his army ; 1757 
the Eurepeans \\t told off in four divifions j the ift he put under the command 
of Major Kilpatrick, the 2d under Major Grant, the 3d under Major Coote, 
and the 4th under Captain Gaupp. I'he Sepoys were formed on the right 
and left. Plajfey-gvovt is furrounded by a bank ; our army’s left flank 
was covered by PlaJlfey-\\o\ik and river, and the right flank by the grove. 

The enemy’s army kept marching towards ours in deep columns, fup- 
ported by a large train of artillery confiding of 53 pieces or cannon, chiefly 
of 18, 7.4 and 32 pounders. Their manoeuvres, upon this occafion, differed 
materially from thofe they had been accuftomed to j fof inllead of polling 
their artillery all together, as was their ufual praftice, they difperled them 
between the divifions of their troops, and had not above two or three pieces 
of cannon on a fpot : fo that an attack upon any one part of their artillery, 
could not have been decifive. In this order they continued marching as 
far as the river would permit ; but as foon as their rear was gotten out of 
the camp, failing in their plan to furround us, they halted i and a body 
of about 50 French, advancing in front of a large detachment of their army 
commanded by Meer Mo^un one of their principal generals, with 4 pieces 
of cannon, lodged themfelves within the banks of a tank (or pond of water) 
diftant from us about 600 yards, and began a brilk cannonade. 

Our little army was at firft drawn up without the bank which furrounded 
the grove, but foon found fuch a Ihower of balls pouring upon them from 
the enemy’s cannon, that the cploncl thought proper they fliould retire 
under cover of the bank, leaving two field pieces without, while the other 
four were kept playing through the breaches in the bank. Our left wing 
was ftill covered by Plajfey houfe, which was about 50 yards dillant, and 
clofe to the river fide. 

In this fituation, both armies remained till about 12 o’clock; when a 
heavy Ihower of rain falling, the enemy’s horfe advanced, as if to take ad- 
vantage of it : but when they found that our field-pieces continued firing, 
notwithftanding the rain, their ardor was checked. 1 he rain ccafing, the 
cannonading continued till about 3 in the afternoon, when they retired 
without confufion to their old camp, their artillery marching firil. And 
now, a large corps, on the left of our troops, was fecn moving in fuch a 
manner, as to make it doubtful whether their aim was to poflefs themfelves 
of the village to the left, againft us, or whether they were friends, and 
wanted to join our army ; but they proved afterwards to be friends under 
Meer Jaffier's command ; however, as no fignal had been agreed on (owing 
to the mifearriage of a meflenger which he had difpatched to the colonel 
in the morning) they were kept at a diftance by our field-pieces. After 
this retreat of the enemy. Colonel Clive, leaving orders with Major Kil- 
patrick to fend him notice if the Nabob Ihould make any new motions, went 
into P/tf/T^-houfe to put bn dry cloaths, and confider whether, notwith- 
ftanding 
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1 757 * _ ftanding the fatigue which his troops had already undergone, he fliouM 
‘ purfue the blow, by an immediate attack upon the Nabob's camp, or defer 
it till night, when he judged from pad experience the fuccefs would be 
certain. 

During this interval, information was brought to the colonel, that a de- 
tachment of our army, with Ibme field-pieces, was marching towards the 
before-mentioned lank and eminence, at about the diftance of 600 yards, 
which had been po/Tefled by the French, but who abandoned tt when the 
army of 'Serajah Dovilah retired to their camp. Colonel Clive exprefled his 
furprize, that fuch a itep fhould have been taken without his orders, and 
immediately haftened after the detachment, which he reached nearly at 
the fame time it arrived at the tank. He now found that this detach- 
ment was commanded by Major Kilpatrick, whom he at firft ordered under 
arreft for fuch unmilitary condufl, but was pacified by the major’s making 
him an apology. 

The colonel then ordered Major Kilpatrick back to the grove, and took 
(the command of the detachment himfelf, refolving, fince fuch a ftep had 
been taken, not to make any retreat, but rather to bring on a fecond adion 
and make it decifivc. He therefore ordered a reinforcement from the main 
body in the grove ; upon which Major Coote with his detachment joined the 
colonel. The colonel then fent the king's grenadiers, and a grenadier 
company of Sepoys to lodge themfelvcs behind a bank that was clofe upon 
the enemy’s lines ; from whence they kept a continual fire with their fmall 
arms, as did the detachment at the tank, with four pieces of cannon. 

In the mean time the enemy's infantry and cavalry pullied out towards 
our feveral little bodies of troops, and endeavoured to bring their heavy 
artillery to bear, but they met with fo warm a reception, and loft fo many 
draught-oxen and drivers, that they failed in their Attempt. When the in- 
fantry and cavalry had faced our troops for fome time, and ttood a very 
fmart cannonading, in which they loft a great number of men and horfes, 
it was obferved they were in fome confufion, and that their elephants grew 
very unruly. The colonel took immediate advantage of this critical mo- 
ment, and fent orders to Major Coote to attack a large body of horfe and 
foot upon a rifing ground at about the diftance of 150 yards, and ordered 
another officer at the fame time to ftorm the angle of the camp. Both thefc 
attacks fucceeded, the enemy making but a faint refiftance ; Major Code 
marched into their lines, and a general rout enfued *. The aflailants pur- 
fued till it was dark, and then halted at Doudpore, a place about 6 miles 
diftance from the field of battle, where they were joined by the reft of the 
army from Plajfey grove under Major Kilpatrick, who at the commencement 

* Mr. ShcreJitch, a madfhipman of the Kent, was wounded by a mulket bullet whwh went 
through his thigh, as be was eagerly advancing to Ihoot one of the French ofiicerc in the 
J^ahoi’i army. 
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' of tBc rout reocired ordew iftom ^oncil to march. — The Ndbob'i army 1 737. 
was computed to confift of ao,Qpohh||e^ and 40,000 foot : our lofs was very 
inconfiderable but he had about 500 men killed, among whom was Meer 
Modun (whofe death was the occafion of the confufion juft mentioned) be- 
fides 3 elephants, and a great many horfes. Their 13 pieces of cannon, of 18, 

24, and 32 pounders, fell into our hands, with their camp, baggage, ele- 
phants,, &c. &c.. 

I have been more minute in the defeription of this battle of Plajfey^ 
chan was Mr. Scrafton^ becaufe fome perfons have taken great pains to 
mifprefent it, with a view to tarnilh the glory of Colonel Clive on that 
important vidtoryj pretending that their accounts were taken verbatim from 
Sir Eyre Coote's jomazl., as read by him to the feleft committee of the houfc 
of commons, which fat the preceding fclTions on Eajl India affairs. Hav- 
ing therefore been lately favoured with the perufal of Sir Eyre Coote's jour- 
nal, I can aver, that the feveral publications alluded to, are totally devoid 
of truth 1 and the public may be aflured that the defeription here given of 
the battle, correfponds in every material particular with that journal. Sir 
Eyre Coote himfelf alfo, in a late converfation with me, declared, “ that the 
publications before-mentioned were abfolutely falfe j that any perfon might be 
convinced thereof, by appealing to the minutes of the committee of the 
houfc of commons, where what was delivered by him on this examination, 
was committed to paper.” He alfo authorifed me publicly to declare, 

“ that he has on all occafions been ever ready to do jyfticc to Lord C/rWs 
merit.” 

While our army was purfuing, a large body of horfe was obferved 
on our right -, after firing a few fhot at them, a meffenger arrived with 
a letter ii'om Meer Jaffier to the colonel, acquainting him, that the corps 
was under his command, and requefting an interview that night Or the 
next morning. Accordingly, the next day he had an interview with the 
colonel, when after congratulating him on his viftory, he declared him- 
felf ready to perform the articles of the treaty between them. The colonel 
faluted him as Soubahdar or Nabob, of Benzah Bahar-t and Orim, and ad- 
vifed him to advance immediately to Muxadabad after Serajah Dowlah, pro- 
mifing that he would follow to fupport him with his whole force.. I he 
late Nabob reached his capital, which was 20 miles diftant from the field 
of battle, a few hours after his defeat : and the next evening, not knowing 
whom to truft', or what to do, abandoning himfelf to his fears,, on Meer 
Jaffier'% arrival, hedifguifed himfelf in the habit of iFaquier, and with one 
or two attendants attempted to make his efcape. Meer Jajjrer immediately 
entered the palace, where all was anarchy and confufion ; but prcfently, Mcf- 
fieurs Watts and Waljh arrived from the colonel to pacify the inhabitants, 
and ali'urc them of protection : and on the 27th of June Colonel C/iw him- 
felf made his public entry into Muxadabad. Meer Jaffier vifited the 
oolonel the next day, and the 29th Colonel Clive went to the palace, and 
in. the prefence of the Rajahs and Grandees of the court, he folemnly 
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* 757 * handed him to the Mufnui or carpet and throne of ftate, where he was 
unanimoufly faluted Soubahdar or Nabob, and received the fubmiflion of all 
prefent. He afterwards, and as loon as he was able, punftually fulfilled the 
feveral articles ftipulated in the tr-eaty •, and conferred upon the company, the 
navy, and army, fuch liberal rewards, as fully compenfated for the courage 
and intrepidity they had exerted in his behalf. The remaining part of the 
month was fpent in fettling many important matters, confeqiient to fuch an 
amazing revolution. 

On the 3d of July, Serajab Doivlah the late Nabob, after wandering 
about, forfaken and almoft naked, was taken in his way to Patna, near 
Rajamaul-, betrayed, it is faid, by one whom he had in his profperity 
cruelly treated, by caufing his ears to be cut off: The next day, he was 
brought back to Muxadabad, and in a few hours afterwards, privately put 
to death by Meer Jaffier'% eldeft fon, to whofe cuftody he was committed. 
The father outwardly feemed defirous of having him confined for life j but 
the fon and other chief men did not think it prudent to hazard fuch a ftep 
in the prefent critical fituation of affairs, and therefore, agreeable to the 
cruel maxims of Eajlern policy, had him murdered in prifon, and his 
remains were expofed on an elephant round the city. He had not quite 
compleated his 25th year, and but one of his reign, when he thus fell: an 
exit, too fuitablc to his fanguinary dilpofition, and tyrannical ads ! 

On the 26th of July the new Nabob fent prefents, after the cuftom of 
the country, and of the call in general, to the admiral, confifting of an 
elephant, two fine horfes, a rich Moorijh drefs of gold gingham, with tur- 
bans and fafhes i and a rofe and plume compofed of diamonds, rubies, 
fapphires, and emeralds, which though not of great value, made a pom- 
pous appearance. Admiral Pocock was alfo complimented with a prefent of 
the fame kind. Admiral Wat fon received the ambafladors on this occalion 
with marks of great refpedj he made a prefent of fine cloth and velvet 
to each in return ; dreffed his fhips, difplaying as many fla^s of different 
nations as could be difpofed of on the yards, marts, and rigging of the 
Ihips 5 fainted them with his cannon and wrote the following congratu- 
latory letter to the Nabob. 


Admiral Charles Watson, the great commander of the fleet belonging to the 
moft puifldnt King of Great Britain, irreftible in battle-, — To the Nabob 
Shujah al Muluk Hassam oDowlah Meer Mahomed-Jaffier Khan 
Bahadar Mahabut Jung. 

“ MIRZA J AFFIER BEG, whom you have done me the honour 
to depute to me, has delivered me your letter and the other marks of friend- 
ftiip, with which you have been pleafed to favour me. He has alfo fatis- 
Hcd my defirc, in giving me an ample account of your health and prolperity. 

But 
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But what pleafes me beyond expreilion, is, to hear that all men rejoice in 
them ; and while they acknowledge you are worthy of them, pray for their 
continuance. This is a fatisfadlion which your predecelTor never knew, and 
which while it gives the moft fublime pleafurc to a mind generous like 
yours, promifes happinefi to yourfelf, and a quiet fuccelHon to your 
ton. 

Ho>^^ much I and alt my countrymen wilh it, can only be known by 
the benefits you have conferred on us, the extent of which can alone be 
meafured by your generofity, and our gratitude. May day by day make 
known the latter to your content, and our honpur!'! 


X 2 
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CHAP, XI. 


Major Eyre Coote’s expedition up the Gairges, in purfuit of Monfteur Law, 

and his party. 


* 757 * TlY the articles of the capitulation of Chandernagore, the whole of that 
Ij garrifon were to continue prifoners of war ; but about the time of fign- 
ing the treaty, Mr. haWy with a fmall body of troops, made his efcape out 
of Cajfmbuzar^ and with them marched northward, towards Patna. At 
that place, he was protedled by the late Nabob • ; and on our recommenc- 
ing hoftilities, Mr. Law collefted together about 200 of his nation, the 
only remains of the French in Bengal^ to aflift him ; and which were within 
two days march of the NaboFs camp, when the battle of Plajfey was fought. 
On receiving the news of the defeat, Mx.Law flopped; but hearing allb 
of the NaboFs efcape, he advanced again, and was within a few hours 
march of joining him, when he was taken, 

To clear Bengal entirely of fo reftlefs an enemy to the Englijh, and the 
new Nabob ■, on the 4th of July a detachment of troops, under the command 
of Major Archibald Grants of Colonel Adlercron'% regiment, was ordered by 
Colonel Clive to hold themfelvcs in readinefs to go in purfuit of Mr. Law 
and his party. Mootenbeg, a Sepoy officer in the company’s fervice, was fent 
on before, with two grenadier companies of Sepeys, as an advanced guard. 
Thcfe orders, a few hours afterwards were countermanded, and Major Eyre 
Coote was then appointed to the chief command of the expedition, who ac- 
cordingly on the 5th marched to Muxadabad, and there took on him the 
command of the detachment. 

On the 6th the Major left Muxadabad with 223 Europeans, officers and 
artillery included, 2 pieces of cannon 6 pounders, 3 companies of Sepoys, 
50 Lafears or Indian ^Aors, and 10 Marmutty men, or pioneers to clear the 
road; and the fame night arrived at Rumna, where he was greatly dif- 
trefled by the drunkennefe and diforder that prevailed among his people. 

• See Admiral Wat/otfi letters to the Nabob cojnplaiDing of the protection given to Mr. 
4aw and his party, p. 

On 
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On the 7th, he continued his rout by water j only the Sepoys marching by 
land on the banks of the river ; At night he reached Chepoua. The next 
day he went on to Belgutia^ where meeting with the Dacca fleet of king’s 
boats, he thought it neceflary, for forwarding the expedition, to get two 
Bolias*t aQoordoref, and Zj Dandies or boatmen, from the iV^az/r, or of- 
ficer who commanded the boats, to whom he gave a receipt for them. 
After this, the major left the boats and European foldicrs under the com- 
mand of Captain Alexander Grant (an officer in the company’s military fer- 
vicc) and pufhed on by land, with Mr. Jobnjione^ a gentleman in the civil 
employment of the Eaji India company, and who now aftcd as his fecretary, 
endeavouring to get up with the advanced body of Sepoys. That night he 
arrived at Sooty^ a place fituate at the conflux of the Ganges and Cajfimhuzar- 
rivcr. On the 9th the major quitted Sooty^ and in the evening of the fame 
day got into a creek near to Dogatchy. Captain Grants with the Europeans^ 
lay by at Cogatcby. The next morning the major joined Mootenheg with 
the advanced party of two grenadier companies of Sepoys^ who had been 
before reinforced with about 120 horfe and 7 gunmen, under the com- 
mand of two of the Nabob's Jamedars or military officers. 



The major had an interview at Dogatchy with Doad Khan, brother of 
Nabob Jaffier Alt Khan, who informed him, that Mr. Law and his detach- 
ment had left ’Teriagurry but a few days before. He then pufhed on with 
the Sepoys to Rajemaul-, where Duan Siburtray fhewed him a letter from 
Mr. Law, dated the 6th, from Baghelpoor, acquainting him with his arrival 
at that place, and that he intended to proceed by flow marches to Patna, at 
which place he expefted to receive a Perwannah from Meer Jaffier, and to that 
end had inclofed an Arzy or petition to that Nabob. The major took pof- 
feflion of this, and inclofed it in a letter to Colonel Clive the fame night ; 
which letter informed him likewife, “ that the two Jamedars having received 
no orders to advance with him, had refufed to go any farther ; and that 
the Phoufdar, or chief magiftrate of the diftrift, who had promifed to have 
500 gunmen and 100 horfemen ready in the morning to reinforce the par- 
ties already pofted at the pafles of Sicarigully, and Heriagurry, had been 
worfe than his word, pretending that thole two places were already fuf- 
ficiently fecured, 200 gunmen and 40 horfe being ftationed at the former, 
and 50 gunmen and 1 5 horfe at the latter The major concluded, with 
requefting the colonel’s orders concerning one Alexander Saufure, a Swifs, 
whom the Sepoys had apprehended difguiftd in a Moor's drel's. This ex- 
prefs packet was fent to Captain Grant, to be forwarded by him to Co- 
lonel Clive, and the captain at the fame time was exprefly ordered by the 
major to come up and join him with all expedition. 


• Indian boats, very long, but fo narrow, that only one man can fit jn them abreaS. 
They carry however a multitude of rowers, and are remarkable for their fwiftoefs. 

f A veflfel pufhed on by p.iddles. 
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On the nth the major received a letter from Captain Grant, on this fide 
Dogatchy, acquainting him with the lofs of the boat which carried the ar- 
taclc defigned for the ufe of the troops, and that the whole fleet was in 
great diftrefs for want of proper tackle and dandies ', but he hoped to be 
able to join the major fome time in the night with the light boats only. Om 
the receipt of this, the major was again obliged to apply to the Pboufdar, 
who p>romis’d to procure him fome country arrack, 10 light boats, 500 ad- 
ditional dandies, and ropes for tackling : But on his being reminded of his 
late promife of affilling the major with a body of men, fie defired to be 
excuied, telling him his troops were fo difperfed in different quarters, it 
was impoffiblc to colleft them together j but, if that had not been the cafe,, 
he Ihould never have prevailed on them to march, unlefs the two months 
arrears which were then due to them from the Nabob were firft paid. The 
major advifed the colonel of all thcfe difficulties by letter, earneftly defiring 
him to procure proper orders from the Nabob to tire Jamedars- &nA other 

officers of the places he was to pafs through, to fupply him with all the 

neceflaries he might ftand in need of. — Captain Grant, agreeable to the 
diopcs he had given him, joined the major this night with all the boats, ex- 
cept that whi^ carried the ammunition, and a tumbril-boat, of which no • 
tidings could be learned. 

ft. 

The next day, Major Coote fent out fome parties in fearch of the boats- 
that were miffing, and employed all the caulkers and carpenters that could 
poffibly be procured, in refitting the other boats. The Pboufdar again, 
affured him, that he had difpatched people every where to colleft the boats, 
and dandies he had promifed, and faid he made not the leaft doubt but 

they would be all ready the next day. At night the major had the fatis- 

fadion to be joined by the ammunition and tumbril-boats, both of which 
were fuppofed to have been loft. — At the fame time, he received a letter- 
from Colonel Clive, ordering him to follow Mr. Law as. far as Patna, if hc; 
could not come up with him fooner. 

The 1 3th, Serjeant Devergue having reported, that the prifoner Alexander 
Saufure, (who at firft came from Europe to Bombay as a volunteer, in a Swifs 
company of foldiers, but foon after left our Eafi India company’s fervice) 
had been endeavouring to perfuade him to defert, and carry over with him 
as many men as he could to the French, and that he had alfg difclofed to 
him a fcheme he had formed for his efcape, by the connivance of the Sepoy, 
who was centinel over him-, and farther, that he had communicated to him the 
contents of a letter which he had written to Mr. Law, giving an account of 
the proceedings of this Englijh detachment, and of its force ■, the major, 
on the ferjeant’s information, fent Lieutenant to the prifoner, who 

took from him a letter addrefied to Mr. Law, and another to fome other per- 
lon. From the laft letter it appeared, that Saufure heidi been formerly in the 
Dutch fervice at Batavia, where he had killed one officer, and wounded 
tyiQ others in dilfcrent duels j that he had the good' fortune to efcape 

to. 
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to Pondicherry ; but lately, upon account of a rencounter of the fame kind, *757* 
he had been obliged to leave that place alfo, in a Danijh fhip bound to *>r— 
Bengal, and that )uft before the battle of Plajfcy he had joined the few 
French who were then at Caffimbuzar. In his letter to Mr. Law, he gave 
an account of that battle i the defeat of Serajah Dowlah, with his confufion 
and perturbation of mind after the death of Meer Modun his chief general, 
and finally, his flight from his capital. He added, that had himfelf, 
previous to the adion, been fupported with 4000 men as an advanced 
guard, and which the Nabob had aftually promifed him, he would have 
prevented the little Englifi army from taking polTeffion of Plajfey grove •, 
to which, and to his not being properly fupported in the Cank, where 
he had placed the few Frenchmen who were with him, he attributed the 
lofs of the battle. — He went on with faying, that he had propofed to 
Monf. St. Frais, the commander of the French troops, to march with 
his handful of forces up the country, with a view of joining Mr. Law, 
but St. Frais anfwered, it was impradicable, and therefore defired his 
people to difperfe, and take the beft care they could of themfelves. He 
added, that he had defignedly fecreted himfelf until Major Coote had 
began his march and advifed Mr. Law to get a paflport from Meer Jaffier 
to fecure him a fafe and uninterrupted paflage through his country, though 
he acknowledged, that the Nabob, influenced by Colonel Clive, had adlually 
difpatched orders to the Nabob of Patna for detaining him and his party 
on their march. However, faid he “ You, Sir, have it in your power, with 
“ the troops under your command, to get the better of the Englijh detach- 
“ ment, who are now in purfuit of you. In the twinkling of an eye, you 
“ may entirely change the face of affairs here. Your name is in high 
“ repute among the Moors, and the military reputation of Mr. Bu£y is fo 
“ great and dreaded, that this party muff inftantly fly at his very name.’* 

He proceeded with advifing Mr. Law, by a counter-march, to attack our 
troops in the night-time, in a certain place which he particularly deferibed ; 
affuring him, that by fuch a coup he might eafily kill or make prifoners all 
the officers, efpecially thofe of the Sepoys, who were more addifted to 
drunkennefs than even the Europeans themfelves.- — He concluded his letter 
with thefe words : “ I wiffied to have delivered to you in perfon this intclli- 
“ gence, but on the- third day of my journey, I had the misfortune to be 
“ arrefted, difguifed like a Moor : I ffiall do every thing in my power 
“ however to make my efcape •, for which purpofe I beg you to fend with 
“ the bearer, a good Alcara *, who underftands the Portuguefe language.— 

The Englijh arrived 3X.Rajamaul the nth inftant.” 

The prifoncr being brought before Major Coote and the other officers, 
acknowledged the above letters to have been written with his own hand j 
and having nothing to plead in his defence, was judged unanimoufly to be 
deferving of death, as a fpy j and the major thinking it proper to carry the 


• A guide and fpy. 
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17571 fentence into immediate execution, he was accordingly hanged in the fronCr 
— V— ' of the battalion. The Sepoy whom he had fcduccd, was tried the next day^ 
by a court-martial compoied of Suhadars* and Jamedars, who finding him 
guilty of confenting to connive at, and aflift Alexander Saufure in making his 
el'cape, ordered him 500 laflies with a ratan, and to be turned out. of the 
fcrvice. 

The Phoufdart reprefenting to the major, that he could not aflure him of 
the boats and dandies before the enfuing night, and exprefsly promifing 
that every thing fliould be then ready, the major thought it moft advifablc 
to poftpone his march till the 15th in the morning. When this day arrived,, 
he found himfelf under the difagreeablc neceflity of putting off from Raja- 
tnaul in the fame embarrafled condition he arrived there-,, the Phoufdar and. 
Duan an officer next in command, having negleftcd to procure him the 
boats and dandies which they had fo faithfully promifed, and in the former 
of which he intended to have embarked the Sepoys. This body of troops 
therefore were ftill obliged to march on by land, and at night arrived at 
Sicarigully., where they joined the major \ who had a little before arrived 
there with the other part of the detachment, excepting 1 1 boats that were 
under the command of the officer of the rear-guard, and who could not 
get up that night through want of a fufficient number of dandies to track 
againft the current. At Sicarigullyy the major vifited the pafs of that 
name, which is a road from about 9 to 12 feet wide, cut through a 
rock, and covered on each fide by an impenetrable Jungle or coppice, 
while a rivulet or water-courfe, very hollow and impaffable, runs near to 
the Futtacks or gate ; if a ball was difeharged here, it could not go above 
100 yards in a line, the road every where abounding with fo many intri- 
cate windings. In this pafs too, ftich deep breaft-works and trenches are- 
thrown up, that it would be very difficult to force a paffage,'if well de- 
fended. The King's Road is faid to be eafier of accefs than this, and lies 
about a mile nearer the foot of the mountain. The major went alfo to. 
fee the tomb of Seid Ahmud Mabdoontt which ftands upon the top of the 
rock, and was built at the expence of Sharejhe Khan., uncle to the famous; 
Aurengzebe: here he received a vifit from ihtjamedar, who promifed to 
procure him a frelh fupply of dandies, affuring him however at the- 
fame time, that tht French party he was in purfuit of, were already got- 
ten beyond Patna. 

On the 1 6th, the major left Sicarigully, and on his zmvsd' ztGoujapoor,. 
was complimented with a vifit from the Duan and Jamedar of F eriagurryt 
pafs ; who informed him, that the French had halted there two days, at 
the tm\t Seraj ah 'Dowlab was prifoner at Raj amaul-, and that upon the- 
Jamedar'% affuring them, that no kind of affi fiance would be given them,, 
mould they perfift to advance farther down the river, they Iwd returned < 

• Black commanders of a company. 

If 


back.; 



r »6i ] 

back; and he added, that the avfent Naiai, Meer yaffier^ had done him 
the honour to thank him, for having rendered to him and his people fo 
acceptable a fcrvice. The major foon afterwards proceeded on to Ttri- 
agurry ■pais. This is only a wall carried on from the brink of the river 
? (which ac this place is prodigioufly rapid) to the foot of the mountain, 
and is almoft impaOable, txing covered, like that at Sicarigully, with thick 
woods and Jungle j and hath this farther impediment, that very near to- 
the wall, runs a rivulet, on the fide of the hill, leemingly imprafticable 
to pafs over. The baftions are without parapets, having eight fides that 
are not eight feet wide, and they have contrived to build the walls fd 
artfully, that the rivulet ferves for a ditch in front. The bafiion-walh 
which* is about 14 feet high, and 50 yards long, entirely commands the 
river, which though it be ^ of a mile broad here, yet the current is fuch 
as to carry all boats clofe under the platform. 

The major arrived this night at Shahahad\ where being informed by 
Mootenheg, who commanded the Sepoys., that the French were a little beyond 
Bagbelpoory he difpatchcd two Hircars or fpies for more certain intelligence* 
detaching at the fame time 100 Sepoys with orders to endeavour to overtake 
them, to fire into their boats, and fo harrafs them, as to give him an oppon* 
tunity of coming up with them. 

On the 17th the major left Shababad at day-break, and at 10 o’clock 
arrived at Fyntaby, which is a pretty ftrong poll on the top of a hill, in 
which are quarries of lime. He here vifited the tomb of Shah CummtiF% 
and was told by the Nabob's Peons who were quartered in the place, that 
the French had left it about ten days before. On this intelligence, th« 
major continued to pulh on, and leaving Bolgutta on his left, rowed up to 
Calgow-Nulla, and arrived in the evening with fome of the light boats at 
Calgotv, where the reft of his troops did not get up till midnight, and 
the next morning. The fituation of Bolgutta is mod delightful, but what 
greatly adds to the beauty and pleafurc of the place and profpeft, is, 
in the river near 'to it, are feveral large rocks, which in the dryfeafon cauCi 
a great fall of water and fome very fine cafeades. The Sepoys made heavy 
complaints here of the fatigues they had undergone, by fuch long and con* 
tinued marches through bad roads ; and the Dandies declared, that they 
could work no longer at the rate they had hitherto pufhed forwards : th« 
major therefore, to filence all complaints, and to induce them to go on 
without delay, was obliged to make each of them a prefent in money* 
This day, a Coaft-Sepey joined Meotenheg on the march, who told the 
major that he had deferted from the French, and left them about ten 
days before, encamped at Mon^eer, to the number of about 140 £«• 
ropeansy and 90 Sepoys, with three pieces of cannon; that all the raeni 
were well armed, but in great want of money; that he and feveral other* 
who were at Chandernagore when it was taken, though allowed to go where 
they pleafed, chofe to join Mr. Law ; but tW having had fome words with 
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1757. his Jmtdar., and not having received his pay with any kind of punflualityi. 
had come to a refolution or quitting the French., and offering his fervice to- 
the EngUJb. While the major continued at Calgem, he received allb a 
vifit from the Phoufdar of that place, who told him, the French party were 
arrived at the fort of Mongheer, where they were collc<Sing all kinds of- 
provifions and ftones, for which however they paid a double price : He 
added, they were enabled to do this, having received a little while before, 

1 0,000 rupees by Serajah Doialah'% orders, from the town of Mongheer ; 
and that even at this time, they were in no want of money. 

On the 1 8 th, the boats being almoft all come up, the major proceeded on 
to Baghelpeor, Here, he received a letter from Colonel Clive, dated the i 
at noon, in which were inclofed others from the Nabob to the different Rajahs, 
Jamedars, and Phoufdar s, ordering them to fupply the major with every thing 
he flood in need of. The colonel had likewife taken care to inclofe the 
Nabob's Perwamah, diredling the feveral Jamedars in particular, to obey the 
major’s commands-, in confequence of which, Mr. Coote fent for Mirza 
Kelbealy, the fon of Ala Kuly Khan, the Phoufdar of Baghelpoor, and after hav- 
ing delivered to him Nabob's letter, helhewed him the Perwannab he had 
received to command all the Nabob's 'forces. He then demanded 60 horfe 
of him, which he readily promifed to furnifh, and alfo that they fhould 
be in readinefs to march the next morning. The major afterwards 
put into his hands, (to be forwarded by him) the Nabob's Perwannab, and a 
letter of his own, adeirelfcd to the Rajah of Caruckpoor, demanding of him 
200 horfe, which he faid he expedted fhould join him in two days at 
Mongheer. The major likewife delivered to him znesi^xTPerwannah, inclofed 
in a letter from himfelf to the Jamedar of Bhar, requiring him, on the 
fuppofition of the French being at that places to diftrefs them by burning 
their boats, and throwing every other impediment in their way, that) 
might detain them till he himfelf could get upi But at midnight, the 
major received a letter from Mr. Pearkes, our company’s chief at Patna.,, 
dated the 16th, in which he informed him, that the French had pafTed by 
that city, and were going on to the extreme boundaries' of the provincci 
Their force, he faid, confided of about 100 Europeans, 125 Coafl and. 40; 
Bengal Sepoys, 8 field-pieces, and p pattcraroes.. 

On the 19th the major- put oif with his boats iiom Bagbelpoor, having fenb 
on the Sepoys by land. The fame day he vifited Mirza Kelbealy, and defired'. 
of him 4ci Dandies to enable his troops to go on with the greater difpatclr 
in purfuit of the French. — Here he faw a Mofque built by ^oah Zada, moflf 
beautifully fituated on an high rock, by the river’s fide: alfo a. pretty,, 
romantic houfe on the top of a. ftiU higher rock in the middle of the 
river, with a. number of figures cut in the rock. This very agreeable 
manfion was inhabited by Faquiers,. who feemed to think that they did 
the major great honour by accepting of fomc money from him. Soon 
afterwards he palled by Sattangunge a neighbouring town, and lay that 
night at Jehanguira. From hence, he wrote to Rajah Ranmarain, Nabob > 
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of Patna, defirlng him to oppofc the French^ and to prevent their going 
farther up the river-, and alio a. letter to Mr. Pearkes, indofing a number 
of papers calculated to induce the troops to defert, which he-defired, 
if pnflible, he would get drcfit in the camp. On the 20th the 

major left Jehangttira, and on his arrival at Gourgat-Nulla, was joined By 
Mirza Kelbealy wicli 60 horfe, and a party of Buxerries or matchlock Ibldiers. 
He alfo this day xnet JgabMeer, a Farmer, vrho told him, that he left 
Patna but three days before, and the French were then at a garden- 
houfe, three Cofs or fix Englijh miles from that city. Late this nighr, the 
major arrived at Mongbeer fort, and on the Duan'% vifiting him, he demanded 
of him Dandies and 100 trackers *, having been difappointed in receiving 
thofe he expected from Mirza Kelbealy. — A grenadier-boat, and a tumbril 
boat, and the rear-guard did not get up with him this night. The 2 iff, 
the officer of the rear-guard having joined the major, and reported that the 
two boats which did not get up the preceding night, were a ground upon 
a Ihoal, an officer and 30 Dandies., furnifhed by the Duan^ were ordered to 
go and affift in getting them off. 

In this interval, the major, accompanied by fome of his officers, went to 
take a view of the fort, but unexpedledly found the gate fiiut againft them, 
and that r.o admittance was to be gained, though the Duan made- one of 
the company, who feemed greatly difconcertcd at this feeming incivility. 
On the major and his attendants approaching very near to the gate, he 
perceived the garrifon to be fo much alarmed, or fo hoftile in their inten- 
tions, as to be a( 5 tually lighting their matches; on which he rcfolved 
only to v.-alk round the fort, which was three miles in circumference, but 
badly flanked ; the wall, though pretty high and faced with ftone, was 
to the land-fidc ruinous in many places, and. might eafily be fcaled. 
The wall is alfo overlooked in fome parts by an high bank at the diftance 
of but fixty yards. The current of the river oppofite to the fort, is fo 
very rapid, that boats are carried down at Icaft two miles in croffing only 
to the oppofite fide. The major however was not deterred from making 
the attempt and though he had the good luck to get over fafe, yet 
one of his boats with fome Sepoys was tlVcrfet, by which accident one 
man was drowned, and five Hands of arms entirely loft. Many of the other 
boats not joining the major in the night, he came to a refolution of 
crofting the river again, and afterwards lay to, in order to give his people 
an opportunity of getting up with him. Finding however that the Sepoys 
were advanced three Cofs beyond Nabobgunge^ he pullied on, and in very 
little time arrived at Hybutgunge. 

On the 2 2d, the major put off from Hybutgunge-, having firft written a 
letter to Colonel Clive, - acquainting him that he fliould ffillow Mr. Law 
until he received his orders to the contrary. He alfo forwarded to the 

-• Men to draw the boats up by the help of ropes. 
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i 75 f* colonel « letter be bed juft before received fram Mr. Pearkes, the contents 
informed him, that the French had advanced 3 Cpfs beyond Chup- 
tah., from whence they could eaiily malce their efcape out ^ the province; 
as they were not above 5 Cefs diftant from the territories of Sujab Devetlah^ 
Nahh 6 £ Oude. The major lay this night at Nahobgmge^ and was joined 
at midnight by the rear-guard. 'In the mean time, part of the boats paifled 
by, without touching at NahohgungCy and got as far as Lutebinpoor. On 
the 23d, at day-breaK, the major kft Nab^gm^et and foon after, his Bud- 
gerow * by the force of the wind and current, was driven afhore at Rhun 
Nulla i there he left her to be refitted, and proceeded on foot to Lutebin- 
pocr. where he joined the reft of the fleet, and the Sepoys. — Then putting 
off from Lu/ebinpeorf he reached Bbarrai by. five in the afternoon. The 
major now confidering the great rifle his boats had already run, and flill would,, 
from the dangerous navigation of the river, and that a few more fuch 
accidents, would inevitably bring on the ruin of the whole expedition ; 
he judged k neceffary to order the troops, with the ammunition and artil- 
lery, to difembark, and then putting himfelf at their head, he marched 
three Cofs over land, which brought him to Dirriapoor ; the artillery was 
drawn, and ammunition carried, by his foldiers. On the 24th he marched 
with his whole little army from Dirriapoor to Purraruck, which places are 
diftant about 20 Engliftt miles from each other. The European foldiers during 
this march, expreffed the greateft difeontent, complained of the fatigues 
they had ^ne through, and the many hardfhips they had fuffered, by the 
want of mocs and arrack, and at laft pofitively refufed to go any farther. 
The major finding the men in a difpofition to mutiny, and perceiving at 
the lame tithe that the wind and river were more favourable than they had. 
lately experienced, thought it advifable to re-embark the European troops,, 
.but putting himfelf at the head of the Sepoys., he marched with them toi 
Bbar, which was three Cofs farther. 

Oiv the European troops arrival at Bbar, the major fent &me of the fer-- 
jeants with a n^lTage to them, reminding them of the favours he had con-- 
ferred, and how ready he had been to oblige them upon all occafions; and? 
how fcnfiblc he was of their prefent bad behaviour; and concluded, with, 
afibring them, that if they did not prcfently amend, he certainly would 
rcprefcnt their conduift to Colonel C/m, and the reft of the army,, andi 
leave them behind him at Patna, They returned for anfwer, that “they, 
•* fttould look upon the latter part of the difgracc as the moft dcfirable 
•* event that could happen to t-hem^^. fince they were perfuaded; that theirr 
“ officers intention was to kill them in order to put their prize-money into - 
“ their own pockets.” — The fcijeants told the major, there was nothing: 
new in theie preftnt. behaviour, for that they had been grumbling during, 
the whole expeditioii.— The major* lorry to find his remonftranccs had no^ 
*Sc& on th^ fellows, wrote a letter to Colonel CUvot informing him,. 


*' One of she noli convenient boats to be found in, this coaatry. 

7 thati 



r «6s ] 

tfiat if on K« arrival at Patna h« Ihould find Mr. Law and bis party were 1757. 
ftill within the bounds cf the country, he ^cn propofed to go on rr-* 

in the purfuit of them with only the Septys, leaving the Europeans (who 
in their prcfent temper he thought Could not be depended o^n) to follow 
by eafy marches under the command of Ci^tain Grant 5 ana requefted his 
pofitivc orders, whether if the NabohH forces refufed K) accompany himj he 
fliould with the Sep<^' only, purfue the French into the next province. 

On the 25th the major reached Bykulpoor, diftant from Bbar 10 Cofs, 
and thert^ received a letter from of Putnam exprefling hiS 

uneafinefs at not having had any letters from him, or more early advice of 
his arrival in his province ; adding, that He had fent out fome of his prin* 
cipal men to meet him, and condud him into the city. Soon after this,, 
a relation of the Rajah's waited upon the major, who aflured him, that 
Ramnarain had fent 2000 men after the French., but they unluckily were 
gotten out of the province: This news was afterwards attempted to be con- 
firmed by a fecond' letter the major received from Ramnarain himfelf,. 
in which he declared, had he been adviied in time, he could cafily have 
ftopped the French., but as that Was now impradicable,. he would on 
the major’s arrival in the city, confult with him about the beft methods 
which were in future to be purfuCd. Major Cswe ^nfwcred, that he 
fliould be at Patna the next day, and would- then wait upon him,, and' 
with his advice fetde.his plan of operations. The Hutch chief was pleafed 
to fend his fdrond, in the State Budgerovo, to attend the major and con- 
dud him into the city. Mr, Pearkes allb took this opportuniiy of waiting; 
upon him. 

On the 26th, Mr. Cdoti, having fent on the Sepc^s and artillery by land ,., 
put oBF with the fleet, and at ten, arrived at the EngliJb'{i&.OTy., where he 
quartered all the Europeans and Sepoyr. In palling by the Dutch' fa^ory., 
he was faluted with 21 guns, and had a vifit from Mr. Delatour the Dutch ' 
chief. Here a letter under the malk of complsufance was brought him from- 
Ramnarain the purport of which was to defire him, as the hour: was- 
late, and as- the major could not but be greatly fatigued, that his vilit 
might be deferred till the next morning. 

But in the evening” of the fame day, as if intended to preventall ami- 
cable intercourfc, three of the major’s Sepoys and the European butcher with- 
three of his attendants, bringing in fome bullocks from ' Bazar, were - 
without any provocation, knocked down; beaten, and wounded. The major,, 
on his being informed of this outrage, fent Mirza Ktlhealy, to the Rajah to' 
complain of it;, declaring, that until he Ihould be informed what was the 
reafon for that treatment; he thought himfelf obliged to provide for his 
•wn fafety : Ramnarain plauiibly anJwered, ; be was forry for what had hap- 
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J757, pentcl, and (hould he be fo fortunate as to find out the guilty perfons, he 
would certainly fend them to the major to be puniflied. On the. 27th 
Major Co«>/e wrote to Colonel C/m, informing him of the fcveral occurs 
rcnccs, and of thtNahob'^ declining to fee him. After hehad finilhcd his let- 
ter, he vifited Mahmud Ami Khan (who, with many other men of diftinguifhed 
rank, though not in the command of a province, was commonly honoured 
with the title of Nabob) and Meer CaJJim \ the one the brother-in-law, and 
the other the brother of Jaffier Ali Khan : At night, both thefe gentlemen, 
attended by fome of the chief Jamedars.^ returned the major’s vifit, and 
had a conference with him in private. The fubftance of what Mahmud 
Ami Khan faid, touching the dependance the major ought to place on the 
friendfhip of Ramyiarain, was to the following purport ; “ that Ramnarain’s 
views were to make himfelf independant of the Sotibahdar Meer Jaffier, and 
xltat he had the night before been advifed in council to fall upon the 
major unawares, and cut off him and his whole party.” On the 28th the 
major wrote to Colonel C/m, acquainting him with what he had learned 
from Nabob Mahmud Ami Khan •, and again requefted his direflions, whe- 
ther he fhould follow Mr. Law into Sujah Dcwlah's country. He took 
this opportunity alfo of writing a complimentary letter to Nabob Jaffier Ali 
Khan, on account of the alTiftance which, by his Perwannah, he intended 
to render him, though in'reality they proved but of little fervice towards 
facilitating his expedition. Major Coote alfo now wrote a letter to the Nabob 
of Oude, Stijah Dowlah., requefting him not to allow the French to enter 
his dominions, but if they were already there, to feize and deliver them up 
into his hands, or at leaft to permit him to advance into his territories 
after them ; and concluded with telling him, that he fliould expeft an an- 
fwer at his arrival on the borders. 

The major finding, that his rcmonftrances to the foldiers on the 24th had 
Tcry little weight, and that a tendency to mutiny ftill remained, now thought 
it nccelTary to order a court martial, for the trial of the ring-leaders -, 30 of 
whom were fentenced to punilhment, which they received that afternoon •, 
by this timely feverity a total flop was put to any fuch diforders for the 
future among the European troops. But on the 29th feveral of the major’s 
Dandies^ Bazar, and black fervants deferred; and the Sepoys when they 
were paraded to march off, grounded their arms to a man, and refufed to 
go any farther. They complained bitterly of the great fatigues they had 
already gone through, the immenfe diftance they were now removed from 
their ifemilies, ^he promifes that had been made them at Madrafs, that-they- 
fliould go no farther than Calcutta, which afterwards were changed to 
Chandernagore, then to Mtixadabad, and that now they faw no period to 
their marching : They complained alfo that they had not received their 
jull pay. The major, having ineffectually endeavoured by fair words and 
proiniles to prevail on them again to take up their arms, pointed out to 
them the ill confequcnccs which mull: neceffarily arife to themfelves from 
tiieir prefent procedure : As, that they were then furrounded by the Rajah’s 
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troops, whom they had no rcafon to look upon as well afFcfled toward* 1757; 
them V that by thus quitting their arms they were of courfe rendered in- 
capable of defending themfcives ; and if no greater misfortune happened to 
them, they might be furc of being plundered of what little they had, belides 
forfeiting all the prize-money which was ftill due to them: but if thefc re- 
prefentations had no weight with them, they were at liberty to go where-- 
ever they thought proper, as he had already provided men to take up thofe 
arms which they fo fhamefully abandoned. This operated lb cffedlually upon 
them, that they immediately refumed their arms, and,C9nrented to march. 

He then ordered the artillery and Sepoys to march by land to the Engltjb gar- 
dens at Baukypoor, 3 Cofs N. W. of Patna, and the European foldiers to 
embark, and proceed thither by water. Before he himfelf fet off from 
Patna, he was again cautioned by Mahmud Ami Khan to be diffident of 
Ramnarain and thofe troops of his which were to accompany him, who, 
he aflured the major, would be of no Icrvice to him ; and then put hin> 
in mind of the incivility and infult with which the major and his people 
had been treated by this Nabob.. 

On the 30th Major Coote halted at the gardens ; and fpent the whole day 
in adjufting his boats, ordering the Bazar, paying his men, and preparing 
every thing for his march. He fummoned alfo the four captains who were 
under him, to a council of war, and having laid before them two letters he 
had received from Colonel Clive of the 14th and 17th of ^u/y, direding 
him to purfue Mr. Law as far as he pbffibly could ; he obferved to them, 
that they had now proceeded beyond Patna, and that he had received 
pofitive intelligence, Mr. Law was now a day’s march out of the pro- 
vince, and encamped in that of Sujah Dowlah ; he ’therefore put the quef- 
tion, whether they thought it poflible that the detachment under his com- 
mand, could go on with the fame expedition as they had hitherto done. 

It was unanimoufly thought impolfible, for the following reafons. ift. Be- 
eaufe the Sepoys had already laid down their arms on account. of the great 
fatigue they had undergone in their long march to Patna, and had been 
prevailed on with much difficulty to take them up again, zdly, Bccaufe 
of the difeontent that reigned among the Europeans, the defertion of 'the 
Dandies and black fervants, and the very great difficulty which was daily 
experienced of getting others in their room. The council however were 
unanimoufly of opinion, that they fliould ftill proceed in the beft manner they 
could, though by eafier marches, in purfuit of Mr. Law. 

On the 31ft of July, the detachment left Baukypoor-gurdens, and came 
to Dunapoor, diftant 3 Cofs. From'hence the major difpatched three ///>- 
cars, ordering them to go on ’till they reached the French camp, and then 
bring him all the intelligence they could learn. One of the three, was ordered 
to make the beft of his way back to the major, as foonJis they could pro- 
cure any information on the road that might be depended upon. On the ill 
of Augujiy the troops reached Munere, a place belonging to Ramnarain, and 
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4757. ^tutted »t the conflux of the Som and Ganges', where Meetenbeg mfprmed 
s MijOr Coote, that on his arrival at the town, Hyat Khan, who commanded 
Jiaimnaraut's troops there, had fcnt him word, that neither he nor his peo- 
ple Ihbuld enter it, or go into the Bazars, for if they did, he would put 
them all to death. Lieutenant Kincb alfo, who marched with the artillery, 
remarked, that tlic inhabitants of the villages through which they had 
paired that day,’- (and which belonged to Ramnarain) were all armed j the 
major on this ordered the S,efoys to encamp in the plain by the river’s fide •, 
he likewife took care to reinforce the- picquet, and pointed the artillery 
towards the town. 

On the ad, all the foldiers and Sepoys were ordered to embark, with the 
guns, tumbrils, &c. and with the affiftance of as many Lafears as could 
be gotten on board, to crofs the Scan and Ganges in order to their being 
conveyed to Ghuprah. The bullocks, the remaining part of the Lafears, 
Marmutty-m^n, and a Jatnedar with 1 6 Sepoys, together with the Bazar- 
people, were direfted to march by land, till they got oppofitc to Cbuprah -, 
and Pheroojing (an officer of Ramnarain's) undertook to get them all ferried 
■over the river in three days time. The reft of the party arrived at Cbuprab 
the fame night, and were lodged in the large falt-petre Godowns or ftore- 
houfes, and fhe fa£tory-houfc. Here the major learnt, that Mr, Law had 
left that place 1 7 days before, and was now at Banaras. Late at nighr, 
'Pheroojing came to him, and told him, that he muft be very cautious now 
he proceeded, for that his maftcr Ramnarain had fcnt a great man to him 
yefterday, to defire the major not to think of going any farther than 
Munere, and with the moft pofitive injunftions to his own troops not to 
proceed a ftep beyond that place : On which account, Pheroojing taking it 
for granted that the major would immediately return to Patna, had ftopped 
•the bullocks, &c. on the road •, the major however infifted on their join- 
ing him, and Pheroofmg promifed that they Ihould be with him the next 
-day. 

On the j|d, Major Coote was joined by the Lafears, bullocks, &c. agree- 
able to the promife given him by Pberoofing ; he then examined that of^- 
ficer concerning what number of troops Ramnarain had on the fame fide 
of the river he now was, who afiTured him, that there were none of any 
kind whatever > by which circumftance, the reader will eafily judge con- 
cerning the affiftance which the major had to exped from this Naboi. 

The next day, the major fummoned his officers to another council of waiv 
when he laid before them the intelligence received from the three IRrears, 
whom he had difpatched from J 5 tf«(^pwr-gardcns, “ That they had gone 
<iuite up to Banaras, where the Freneb arrived 1 3 days before } that five of 
their gentlemen had waited upon the Rajab Bulwanjing to implore his protec- 
doni who had granted them an old ruinous foFt) aMut 2 Cg4 oa this fide the 
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rown, by the rivers fidci that Ibme of their men ftaid in the fort, and ^ *^ 57 * 
fonic on board the boats ; that the Rajah had difpatched letters to Sujah * 
Dowlab, acquainting him, that the French who had fled from the Patna 
confines were now with him, and defired his permiflion to continue there i 
that Suja Dowlah now refided at Luchnim, lOO Cofs from Banaras, and that 
the French propofed entering into his fervice ; that Rajah Bulwanfingy had 
4000 men encamped in huts clofe to Banaras j that Phafel AH Khan^ Nabob 
of Gangypourt with whom the French had ftaid two days, was marching with 
3000 men, and had advanced 6 Cofs towards the borders of his diftrid ; 
and that troops were aflTembling on all fides on the news of the approach of 
the Englijh. — Finally, that the roads, they the. Hircars came over, were 
very bad, with water in them as high as their middle i that there were three 
rivers to pafs over j that the current near Banaras was very ftrongj and that 
the French artillery was not yet landed.” The major defired them, to give 
their opinions, whether it was advifable to proceed any farther in purfuit 
of Mr. Law and his party ? And they unanimoufly refolved, that it was 
not, for the following reafons. “ Becaufe, we apprehend the French would 
not have prefumed to remain fo long as they have at Banaras, but have 
continued their route up the country, unlefs they had been very fare of 
being protefted by Sujah Dowlab, and the other neighbouring powers ; and 
with this protedion, we have not the leaft reafon to expeft to fucceed 
at this feafon of the year againft them, fince we are in want of boats to carry 
the Sepoys up the river •, and the depth of water on the roads, and the three 
rivers we have to pafs, is fuch as to render it impoflible for us to march them 
by land •, not to mention the diftrefs we are fure qf fuffering in an enemy’s 
country, through want of provifions for the foldiers, and of Dandies ; or the 
many bad confequences that may enfue from engaging ourfelves, and the 
Nabob Meer Jaffier, at this jundure, in difputcs with the neighbouring 
princes.” 

The next queftion, was, whether they had better remain where they were, 
or return to Patna, and there exped the colonel’s farther orders ? The coun- 
cil, without one diflenting voice, agreed, that it was moft expedient, and 
indeed, abfolutely necelTary, to return to Patna -, efpecially as the furgeon had 
reprefented, that the men fell fick apace, owing in a great meafure, as he 
apprehended, to the ground of the quarters they were now in, being prodi- 
gioufly impregnated with Salt-petre. 'Befides it appeared that the arrack 
which had been fent for the ufe of the foldiers, was entirely expended, and 
no frelh fupply could be gotten in their prefent fituation. 

This night, two deferters came in from Petera (a town 14 miles north 
from Chuprah) who informed the major, that the Rajah of that place. Dun-. 

Jeram, was colleding forces, and every day people were joining him from • 
the north, and that he had already with him about 3000 horfe, 1 500 foot, 
and four pieces of cannon -, upon which Major , Coote again queftioned 
Pheroofing on politics, who, after many equivocations, confcflTed, that the 
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feveral Rajah's of the country, after the death of Serajah Dotvlab, thought 
themfelves no longer obliged to pay the balance of the revenues to Nabob 
Jaffier Alt Khan^ but infifted on a Furkutey or full difcharge being granted 
them, for which purpofe they were aflcmbling troops, and taking every other 
meafure to prevent any demand being made upon them. On the 5th Major 
Ccote fent one of his * Chubdars to Rajah Dunferam, dcfiring to know his 
reafons for colleding troops, with orders to difmifs them immediately, af- 
furing him that if he refufed to do it, he would inftantly march, and attack 
him with his forces. — The next day the Chubdar returned from Dunferam 
with tlie following anfwer j That the troops, he had been affembling, were 
intended for his own fecurity -, but that on his receiving the major’s orders 
he had difmifled them all. He apologized at the fame time for not waiting 
upon the major, by faying he was not well, but that he had fent his Vacqued 
to make his compliments. Major Coote however excufed himfclf from fee- 
ing this meflenger. 

On the nth one Denautkhatt, who was Gomajlab or agent for an Armenian 
black merchant named Coja Waxeed, an agent to the governor and council 
at Calcutta, complained to the major, that the Dutch fecond was about to 
take the falt-pecre out of his Godowns by force, which he had prepared for 
the Englijb', upon this intelligence Major immediately fent, and pre- 
vented it. 

Soon after, he received a letter from Colonel Ctivci with an order that 
he ihould fupport the bl^ck agents employed by the governor and council, 
for collefting the company’s falt-petre, againft any perfon whatever who 
lliould offer to obffru^ themv which obliged the major to give out ’the 
following order. 

Major Eyre Ccote, commander of the united troops of England, and thofe 
of Nabob Jaffier AH Khan, in the expedition, to Fatna : To all whom, 
it may concern. 

WHEREAS the falt-petre belonging to Coja AJhruff \s colledted and. 
provided for the Englijh company; let no perfon touch it, or interrupt him 
in expediting the faid falt-petre.— Moreover, if any perfons have fcized or. 
carried off any of it without his. confent, let it be immediately returned 
to him by thofe who have it in their poffclTion, as they will anfwer the 
contrary. 

EYRE COOTE. 

Givetj at Patna the 15th oiAuguft, 1757. 

John Johnstone,, Secretary. 

* An attendant, whofe office is to carry melT^es and proclaim the approach of vifitora,, 

. literally a Stuff-bearer ; fo called from the lla^f wood, (or filver, according to the rank 
fii his maHer) which he carries in. his hand. 

Here,, 
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Here, the major and Mr. JohnJioney knowing of what confequencc 1757. 
the article of falt-petre had ever been, and always mufl; be, as well to ' 
the nation in general, as the' Eaji India company in particular, had 

ever fince their entering this province, (which is well-known to be by way 
of eminence the country in which falt-petre is manufaftured) made it their 
bufinefs in their leifure hours, to acquire a competent knowledge of this 
important branch of commerce. And as it appeared to them, that by alter- 
ing the prefent mode of colleiSling it, much greater profits would arife to 
the company than what they had hitherto experienced, the major thought 
proper to convey the particulars to the governor and council at Calcutta^ 
through the military channel. And fome time afterwards, the major and 
Mr. JohnJlone ftill ftrongly imprefled with the idea of its being highly necef- 
fary, that this bufinefs fliould be ferioufly attended to below, they agreed, 
that Mr. JohnJlone fhould in his own name write to the governor and council, 
in a yet more circumftantial manner, pointing out the ways and means by 
which, if ftridly carried into execution, the company could not avoid 
making very confiderable advantages, and at the fame time be enabled to 
fupply government with falt-petre at a much lower price than ever before. 
Doubtlefs, due attention was foon paid to thefe falurary reprefentations ; 
and the good effects of the major’s and Mr. JohnJlone's enquiries and 
reports, have for many years paft been happily experienced in this king- 
dom. 

On the 13th, the major embarked the European troops, artillery, and 
Sepoys. Pheroojing, finding by this manoeuvre the major was determined to 
march that day to Patna., feemed very uneafy, and framed many excufes 
to prevent his going ; but when he perceived that he could not prevail, he 
begged of him not to credit the feveral reports which had been propagated 
againft his mafter Ramnarain^ and concluded with afking the major, whether 
he v/ould have Hyatt Khan ordered with his troops into the city ; but this 
Mr. Coote would by no means admit of. The major arrived the fafne night 
at Patna, and no fooner fet foot in the city, but he fent for Nabob Ami 
Khan, and after reading him a letter, as he was direfted to do, which he 
had received from Colonel Clive, at Muxadabad, he defired him to give 
his opinion of the prefent lituation of affairs in general*, and demanded 
of him in particular how many troops there were in and about the city, 
ftfr. The major was now furrounded with a variety of political objefts ; 
indeed he had fo nice and difficult a part to aft, as called for the utmoft 
exertion of all his abilities. We have feen, that Meer Jaffier's authority as 
Soubahdar, had hardly reached even the fouthern confines of this province, 
when the major entered it with his little detachment, otherwife fo many com- 
plaints of the want of boats. Dandies, SAc. would not have been made. 

Cool, nay even unfavourable, was the reception given to the major by Ram- 
narain at his entering Patna % outrages were offered by this Nabob's 
people to the Septys and butchers belonging to the army > the council held 

Z 2 by 



[ 172 ] 

1757* by the Nabob on the fubjeft of the major and his party, was hoftilej, 
the intelligence given by Meer Jajffier's two brothers, (whom the major 
had received orders to confult and aft in concert with) concerning the 
aim of Remnaraitty to make himfclf independant of iht Subabdar, was 
corroborated by almofl: every other poflible circumftance, in the behavi- 
our of Ramnarain himfelf; befides the preparation for war in the gar- 
rifon of Mongheer, and the levying troops in almoft every different part 
of the country: add to thefe particulars, that Meerjqffier'i two brothers 
had from time to time acquainted the Soubabdar of thie uncertain tenure 
by which he held even his nominal dignity in the Patna country. Meer 
Jaffiety aftuated by rcfentmcnt towards Ramnarahy and being in dread of 
his power and machinations, (encouraged alfo by the affurances fent him. 
from his two brothers, that it would be an eafy matter for them, aided 
by the major, to depofe Ramttarainy) fometimes feemed refolved that an 
attack fhould be made on the palace, and that Ramnarain fhould be treated 
as a difaffefted perfon to his government. At other times, moved by poli- 
tical caution and timidity, he would contradift the orders, which but 
juft before he had refolved fhould be vigoroufly carried into execu- 
tion. — Thefe inconftant refolutions, could not but make the fituation 
of the Englijh commander extremely unpleafant. At length, after hav- 
ing maturely confidered the inftruftions he had at difFerent times re- 
ceived from Colonel Clive, and the ftare of the Nabob's affairs in this pro- 
vince, the major concluded, that if by the ftrength of his reafons, and the 
influence of his arms, he could convince Ramnarain that it was as con- 
fiftent with his intereft, as it was with his duty, for him to lay afide all am- 
bitious views, and peaceably fubmit himfelf to him who was now become 
Soubabdar of Bengal, Bahar and Orixa, the gaining fo material a point 
could not but terminate in the peace and happinefs of the provinces in. 
general, as well as the intereft of the contending powers in parti- 
cular. He reflefted, that could he but accomplifh this delirable end,, 
he had the ftrongeft reafon to believe, it would afford great pleafure to 
Colonel Clive the commander in chief, and redound to the honour and 
advantage of his own country, befides the enjoyment of unfpeakable 
fatisfaftion, which fuch happy fruits muft undoubtedly afford to his own 
mind. 

Thus aftuated, he generoufly laid afide, and nobly fubdued in his breaft: 
every emotion of refentment for the indignities and outrage that had been: 
offered to his own perfon, and the troops under his immediate command 
and then conveyed his friendly fentiments and dlx^^o^mon to Ramnarain, 
through the channel of Pheroofing: and he had the addrefs to convince 
that Afiatk politician of the fincerity of his profeffions, who, in confcquencc,, 
at laft appeared truly defirous of having an interview with the major.. 
Accordingly on the i srh , accompanied by moft of his officers, and Mr. 
PearkeSy Mr. Ceote waited' upon him in a full Durbar, where he was treated 
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politely, and received the ulual compliment of a drefs or veft, and a 
Jiorfe. 

m 

The next day, the major had a conference with Pberoefing, to whom lie 
urged the abfolute neceflity there was for his mailer’s fwearing allegiance in 
a public manner to Mfifr jeffier-, and they parted after agreeing that Pheroof- 
ing Ihould communicate the major’s propofal to the Nabob. On the 20th, 
Pheroo/tng came to the major, and faid that his mailer having fomething of 
importance to communicate to him, would be glad to fee him at any time 
that was moll convenient to himfelf, but intreated that no mention of this 
vifit might be made to Meet CaJJim iintill it was pall j to which requell Mr. 
Coote readily confented, and promifed to wait on the Rajah the next morn- 
ing. Accordingly on the 2 ill the major went to Ramnarain., and ferioufly 
talked to him on the fubjeift of his duty and public fubmiflion. After 
a great deal of confidential difeourfe had palled, the Nabob declared, 
that, provided his life, honour, and llation were fecured to him on the 
faith of the Englijh, as well as the folemn promifes of the Soubahdar, lie 
was ready to take the oath propofed ; and if the major would fay that he 
would be accountable for the fame, he would immediately do it in a full 
Durbar. The major replied, that he would engage, as far as in him lay, 
lb long as he Ihould prove faitliful and juft to the Scubabdar in every 
branch of his duty to this Ramnarain rejoined, that this he moll certainly 
ever would and then propofed as a proof of his fincerity, that he might be 
allowed immediately to fummon a Durbar.^ and requelled the major to fend 
iox Mahmud Ami Khan, Meer Cajfm, and fuch officers as he thought 

proper, to be witnefles of the ceremony. — Mr. Coote, with great delicacy 
declined the Rajah's offer, and begged that he would not tliink of doing it 
juft at that time, becaufe he was defirous it fhould appear to be entirely his 
.own voluntary aft, advifing him to weigh the fubjeft maturely with his 
friends, and if they approved of his doing it, and Itc continued in the 
fame refolution the next day, he then would wait upon him again. On 
the 22d, the major received a meffage from the Rajah, defiring that he 
would come to him, accompanied’ by Mahmud Ami Khan, Meer Cajjlm, 
and as many others as he thought proper. Accordingly Mr. Cede 
waited upon him in the evening in full Durbar, where Ramnarain per- 
formed his promife to him, by fwearing allegiance to M^er Jaffier AH Khan ; 
and a few days after, the major wrote a letter to the Soubahdar, acquainting 
him with the Heps he had wken towards fettling his affairs in this part 
of the country.. 

On the 23d Mr. Coote received a very polite anfwcr to the letter he 
had written to Sujah Doyolab, Nabob of Oude •, which affured him of his 
attachment to the Englijh ; and that if the French had not marched out of his 
dominions before the receipt of the major’s letter, he certainly Ihould have 
made it his bufmefs to have fecured them, and afterwards to have given 

them 
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* 757 - them up into his hands. But on the 26th, notwithftanding thefe profeflion* 
of friendfhip on the part of Styab Dowlah, the major received certain intclli-* 
gence, thzx t\it French ftill continued in his province; and on the 29t}i, 
he received a letter from Mr. Pearkes, reprelenting the ill ufage he and 
his people had met with from Cojah AJhruff’j Peons, and rcquefting 
him to fend a party to his affiftance, as he was really in danger of 
lofing his life. Mr. Coole on the receipt of this letter, immediately 
wrote to Cojah jljhruff, ordering him to wait upon Mr. Pearkes, and 
deliver up to him thofe people who had ufed him ill, otherwife that he 
would go himfelf, and find them out. The major wrote alfo to 
Mr. Pearkes, and communicated the contents of this letter, and added, 
that if there was a neceflity, he would march immediately to his aflif- 
tance. 


On the I ft of Septmher, Mr. Coote received an order from Major Kilpatrick, 
•who then commanded the army at Muxadabad, to return tliither with his whole 
detachment ; and the next morning he began to put thofe orders in execu- 
tion, by fending off the train of artillery, bullocks, and Lafears, under the 
efcort of a Jamedar, and 19 Sepoys, who were to march over land. — On 
the 4th, he fent to the Rajah, requefting him to haften the boats, and 
the other things which were neceffary for his departure. — On the 7th 
the troops were embarked ; but from their not being provided with a 
fufficient number of boats, there was a necelTity for crouding a large 
j-iarty of Sepoys into one, by which the Chuppar, or upper (light deck, 
broke down, killed one man, and wounded 10 more. — That night the 
detachment arrived at Futwah, — On the 8th they left Futwah, but the 
major finding himfelf greatly indifpofed, was obliged to give up the command 
to Captain Grant. — On the 13th they arrived firfe at Muxadabad, where 
Mr. Coote received orders from Colonel Clive to go down to Chandernagore, 
with the kings troop’s, a company of Sivifs, and 200 Sepoys-, but as 
he ftill continued very ill, he was under a neceffity of remaining at 
Caffimbuzar for a few days, and Captain Gaupp went down with the 
detachment. 


Such was the end of Mr. Coote's, then, uncommon expedition ; which, 
though it did not fucceed as to its principal objedt, “ the capture of Mr. 
Law and his party,” yet was attended with great advantages to his country 
in general, and to the Eajl India company in particular. For befides his 
obliging Ramnarain, the mod powerful Rajah of the country, to the very 
humiliating circumftance of (wearing allegiance to Meer Jaffier, he likewife 
laid open the interior ftate of the northern provinces; and in conjunftion 
with Mr. johnfione, gave the company a confiderable infight into the falt- 
petre bufinefs, from which branch of trade fuch advantages have fince 
accrued to the public. I muft take the liberty to add alfo, that through 
the whole expedition, it fully appears, he did all the fervice that was in his 
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power to do, and (hewed himfelf in eveiy nefpefit a brave and aftive ofEcer. 1757. 
In a word, the uncommon fpirit, refolution, and perfeverance he manifcfted v— 
upon this cccafion, may be juftly looked upon as fome of the firft fruits of 
thofe military talents, which afterwards (hone with fuch lulire in the 
defeat of Mr. Lally at the battle of Wandewafl}, and in the reuuftion 
of Pondicherry^ by which the French power in Indian was totally annihi^- 
lated *. 


• The capture of Monf. Lav) wae refemd to be accompliflied by Major, fince Brigadier 
General, Carnac, who, on the fame day (ijih yanuaryi'j^y) that PanMcberry capitulated, 
obtained a complete and decifive ViAdry over the prefent Mogul, or king of h- 

iafian. Monf. Law and a party of French, who bad joibed the Riyal StandtrJ, were taken 
prifoners on the field of battle, abd the prince a very few weekt after the atlion, furrendered 
himfelf to the major. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Jimiral WatfonV ficknefi and death : His charaiter. — Admiral Pocock 
fucceeds Mr. Watfon in the iemmand of the fyuadron. — Defcription of the 
Argill , — and of the Arica, Chuka, Mango, Tatoon, and Rufla trees . — 
Account of coins at Bengal. 



B engal had but juft beheld the funfhine of peace and profperity, 
when an event took place which overcaft the whole province : an 
event to me, interefting beyond cxprefllon, and which was confidered by 

all, as a public calamity. Mr. Watfon during the whole time of his ftay 

in Indiay had been more or lels fubjeft to overflowings of the bile, which 
brought on either flight fevers, or griping in the bowels ; but both thefe 
comf)laints had been always carried off by fwcats or ftools. Bleeding 
was more than once tried as a relief, but by experience we found that his 
conftitution could not well bear it, efpecially in hot weather-, as lownefs of 
fpirits and want of ftrength were always fure to attend the operation. 


Friday, the i 2 th of Auguft, Captain Martin paid the admiral an occafional 
Vifit at his country-houfe, and found him a little indifpofed : upon the cap- 
tain’s coming away, the admiral defircd him to tell me, that if I took an 
airing that evening, he fliould be glad to fee me, I went foon after I 
received the nteffage, and was concerned to find him much more indifpofed 
than ever before, with laflitude, univerfal uneafinefs, and a ftrong difpofi- 
tion to vomit j the pulfc was low and feeble, his Ikin hot and dry. I ad- 
vifed him immediately to take an emetic ; he did -, the medicine operated 
well, and prefently produced a moifture on the fkin, which feemed greatly 
to relieve him. I recommended his drinking plentifully of Iherbet, which 
promoted a fine perfpiration all the night, and the next morning we all 
thought him better ; his Ikin however ftill continued hot, and his pulfc 
was too quick : He was reftlefs alfo, and as the heat of the day increafed, 
fo did his reftleffnefs. I therefore gave him fome faline draughts, and 
ordered a clyfter to be adminiftcred. In the evening he became cool and 
much eafier, and was in good fpirits. All this night his perfpiration con- 
tinued, and he flept with great compofure. 

3 In 
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In the morning of the 14th, he was almoft free of complaint-, his flcin 
was temperate, and his pulfe more re^lar and ftrong. He defired me to 
read fomc fetters, which were juft then brought to him in a packet from 
governor P.igot. They related chiefly to the condufl: of Admiral Byng^ 
and the changes which had happened in the miniftry: he reflefted, and 
reafoned much on the uncertain bafis on which an officer’s charader (lands, 
and concluded with obferving how much more hazardous it was for him to 
err on the cautious, than the defperate lide. He afterwards ordered me 
to go to the hofpital *, and fend out Mr. Bevis to be with him in my ab- 
fcnce. This gentleman had been furgeon of the Blaze., but was now one of 
my affiftants, and enjoyed a great fliare of the admiral’s favour. — -With the 
heat of the day Mr. IVatfon grew again very hot, but in the evening I had the 
pleafure to find him cool and temperate, and much better in every refpeeft. 
I repeated again the clyfter, and obferving a great deal of bile to come 
away in his (tools, and that his eyes were a little yellow i to the falinc 
draughts (of which he took one every two hours) I added fix grains o£ 
rhubarb, with a view of increafing the number of his (tools, and by that 
way carrying off the bile. Acidulated gruels, chicken-water, and whey, 
were his food. 

I vifited him early the next morning ; Mr. Bevis informed me of the ad- 
miral’s having had a good night ; and Mr. Watfon himfelf added, that he was 
almoft well. I thought fo too, and in great (pirits left him to return to the 
hofpital, leaving diredlions with Mr. Bevis to purfue the fame courfe of medi- 
cines, not doubting but that a few more evacuations by Itool^ and the gentle 
perfpiration he was then in, would by the evening quite free him from all com- 
plaints. But this was the mod fultry day I ever experienced in India-, not a 
breath of air was there for many hours ; both man and beaft, and the very 
fowls of the air, fo fenfibly felt it, that fome of each fpecies fell down dead. 

My dearejt friend Admiral IFatfon, I may truly fay, loft his life by it. 
At 1 1 o’clock he complained much of excelTivc heat, and the want of 
cool air ; and though every door and window in the houfe were thrown 
wide open, he had no relief. His heat now increafed, his pulfe became 
feeble, and his head confufed. Mr. Bevis about noon fent me an account of 
this alarming change'. I hurried away to his houfe, carrying with mie three 
blifters, one for the back, and two for the arms, which I put on imme- 
diately. I repeated the clyfter, and with the approbation of Mr. Thomas, 
and one of the moft experienced praftitioners in the country, I gave him a 
proper quantity of Dr. 'James's powders. It operated well by gentle vomiting 
and purging, and brought away a great quantity of bile. His head however 
ftill grew worfe, and afleepinefs followed; a bliftcr was then applied to the 

• In the latter part of July and the beginning of Aur^, ficknefs Increafed fo much among in, 
that upwards of 600 men were fent to the hofpital. Their diforders were efaj^efly putrid fevers, 
Huxes, \ 3 t. 
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1757 * head, and ftimulatlng poultices to the feet. The room was alfo fumigated 
u— with lemons and vinegar, but alas ! all was to no pUrpofe, for on Tuefday the 
i6th, between 8 and 9 in the morning, to our unfpeakable grief, he died ; 
and a putrefadio'n came on to fuch a degree, that in a few houit^, the 
body was in an entire ftate of corruption. 

The next day, his corpfe was buried at Calcutta, attended to the grave, 
by Admiral Pocock, by all the captains, and by almoft every officer and 
feaman of the fquadron. Colonel Clive too, and as many gentlemen from 
the army as could poffibly be fpared, attended on this melancholy occafion. 
Many French gentlemen alfo (who through the fortune of war were his pri- 
foners) and feveral thoufands of Armenians and Indians followed him to his 
grave ; nor was there, I believe, an individual among them all, that did 
not ihed a tear, or give fomc other mark of unfeigned forrow. In a word, 
no man ever lived more efteemed, or died more regretted than Admiral 
Watfon, A voluntary univerfal mourning, difplayed in fome degree the deep 
fenfe which the fleet, army, and fcttlemcnt, had of his merit. 

The Admirai, was the fon of Doftor John Watfon, prebendary of JVeJl- 
minjter and re^or of Caftle'Camps in the county of Cambridge ; his mother 
Was half-fifter to Sir Charles fVager, admiral of the white, and firft lord 
commiffioner of the admiralty. Mr. Watfon was born in the year 1714 ; and 
loft his father when he was but nine years old ; his uncle Sir Charles Wager 
continued him at the academy where his fatlier had placed him, and anno 
1727 he entered him at the age of 15, in the navy. In the year 1734 he 
was made a lieutenant, and February 14, 1737, he became a poft captain, 
being appointed commander of the Garland of 20 guns. 

In the feveral line of battle Ihips he afterwards commanded, Captain Wat- 
fon highly diftinguillied himfelf, particularly in the adlion of the 3d of May 
ip?47, when even the French admiral made the moft honourable mention of 
his Ihip (the Princefs Louifa) and a few others, in the account he fent to his 
court of that memorable engagement. In the aftion which followed that 
fame year, when Sir Edvoara Hawke commanded in chief ; Captain Watfon 
trianirefted the fame gallantry as in the preceding one, and the 12th of May 
1748, " as a reward for his merit,” (to ufe the very Words of Lord Anfon) 
he Was raifed to the rank of rear-admiral of the blue, and fent with fome 
Ihips to Cafe Breton. 

On the conclufion of the war, he retired into the country, till he was 
fixed upon as commander of the king’s fhips at Plymouth, where he con- 
tinued a Ihort time, and was then, as before related, appointed to the com- 
mand (rf the fquadron deftined for the Eafi Indies. 

The admiral was handfome in his perfon, and had a manly commanding 
•ountenance. His temper, though naturally warm, was exceedingly good, 
7 and 
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and hU dirpofltlon extremely humane. His manners were eafy and polite } 
he was a lover of temperance and fobriety* though he made no fccuple at his 
own table occafionally to promote a free circuktioo of the glais } and his fenti- 
ments were generous and noble. Few men, who, like Mr. Watfon^ had been 
taken from fchool at fo early a period of life, excelled him in epiftolary 
writing; he ftudied men and things more than books, and was confefledly 
quick and happy in finding out real charaflers. He liked, and loved the 
honeft man, but detefted the hypocrite.— Though firm in his refolutions, 
he was ever open to convi<Slion, and whenever he thought the public fcrvice 
would be. benefited by any advice he had privately received, he would be 
fure to carry it into execution, and after fuccefs had attended it, to declare 
publicly to whofe counfcl that fuccefs was owing. 

He carried about him the fureft mark of bravery, as well as delicacy % 
for notwithftanding he was well known to have frequently difiinguifiied him-, 
felf in battle, yet thefc engagements were never the chofen topics of hi^ 
converfation ; and if by others they were at any time introduced, he was furc 
not to dwell on thofe circumftances which in the eye of the world reflefted 
honour on himfelf. — In his public, as well as private charafter, he ever 
Ihewed a proper regard for the religion of his country ; was never abfent from 
divine worlhip on board his own fiiip, and was remarkable for fhewing due 
refpedt to the clergy in general, and to the chaplain of his own fhip in par- 
ticular : if at any time indeed their conduct was inconfiftent with the dutyr 
of their office, he then became cold and indifFetent towards them. 

In fine ; it may be truly faid of Admiral Watfon^ that he was a kind and 
faithful hufband, an affedionate father, a finccre friend, and a good citizen, 
W\s integrity, humanity, generojity, and dijintereftednefs* oi ban were fuch. 


* This part of the admirars chara6ler was very apparent even In an early part of his life, 
and which was made known to the public by a fea-ofiiccr in 1744, in a book entitled, A nar- 
rative of the proceedings of his majefty's fleet in the Mediterrawan the following is an ex^ 
trad from it. “ The fame day the Dragw^ Captain Charlet Watfon^ unexpeftedTy came to 
Weresy which fhip had been lately employed in fevcral cruizes, between Toulcn and Gilmhari 
and in confequence of her orders was to havecruifed fometime ofl* Cadiz,, and thCn to have 
proceeded to Lijhon, where the captain was fure of the benefit of 800 Moidores freight money ; 
but the moment he heard of the preparations of the enemy, and the likelihood of their 
coming out to fea, he made no hefuation. The alluring advantages of a trip to Lijhon, (the 
darling wifhes of the captains in his majefly’s fleet) with a profped of catching an immenfe 
fortune, on a flatfon extremely envied and foaght after, did not weigh with him, when thofe 
jpurfuits were incompatible with the fcrvice of his kinj^ and country. But from .the moll diJtn-> 
terefted vcio^ve, without orders, he, with the utmoft -expedition joined the fleet at where^ 
by this gentleman poflibly loft that conlidcrable prize which was taken by the SoUbay, to jhf 
value of 300,0001. ; for at that time he would have been on the very ftation, and the SMay 
probably, either at Gibraltar bay, or Mrote^ing our trade in the Gut from the Spanijh pri- 
vateers. A demonftration of his choonng perfonal poverty in preference of riches, when the 
true intcreft of his country called upon him. Such an ardent zeal, fuch juft and unbiaiTed 
‘fentiments, fo uncommon, nay, without an example in the navy, cannot but raifeour admira- 
tion to the higheft pitch, and infpirc us with the moft fervent wifhes for the happinefs of fo 
snuch real merk, which cannot be rewarded with too much diftinfftioti, oi public acknow^. 
Udgment/' 
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i5»57. as to become almoft proverbial among the natives, as well as the Eur^ptaris 
— rcfidihg in the Eajt Indies, and for every one of his fuccefsful enterprizes, 
he rendered from the heart praifes to him who alone giveth the viftofjr. 

The admiral married in 1748, the eldeft daughter of John Francis BulTer, 
Efq; of Morval in the county of Cornwall, and left behind him one fon, 
the prefent Sir Charles JVatfon, and two daughters. On the fon, the late- 
king conferred the title of baronet, in honour of his father ; and the Eaji 
company, in gratitude for the great and effeftual fcrviccs the admiral 
rendered to them, have erefted to his memory a monument in Wefiminfter 
JAhhey. 

Admiral Pocock fucceeded to the command of the fquadron : he, and the 
Irave, henefi, deccafed admiral, had lived for many years in the moft perfeft 
amity ; and notwithftandingMr. Pocock'% importance in this part of the world’ 
was greatly heightened by the death of his friend, yet I am perfuaded he 
was as thoroughly concerned for him, and as much lamented his lofs, as any 
one gentleman in the fejuadron 

Soon after the interment of Mr. Watfon, Admiral Pocock aflembled all’ 
the officers who had been particularly dependant on his predecelTor, and 
afllired them, that he was their fellow-fufferer in the death of the admiral, 
whofe memory he muft always have in the higheft efteem, and that he fliould 
think himfelf peculiarly happy in ferving thofe whom Mr. Watfon had dif- 
tinguiffied by his more immediate patronage. He repeatedly defired us all 
to reft fatisfied with the fmeerit’y of this aftlirance ; and told Mr. Watfon’s 
lieutenants in particular, that if they chofe to continue abroad with him, he 
would take them all, as vacancies, fhould happen, on board his own fhip, 
and promote each of them in turn, in preference to any other recommenda- 
tion. Almoft all thefe gentlemen did continue under his command, and 
were afterwards accordingly raifed by the admiral to the rank of poft-cap- 
tains. Mr. Pocock had no fooner taken the fupreme command of the fqua- 
dron, than a bufy feene opened to his view it was introduced by the fob 
lowing letter from Commodore James. 

To George Pocock, Efq; &c. &c. 

S I R, 

I HAVE the honour to advife you of my arrival off Ingelee at 5 o’clock this 
evening ; having been difpatched to join you with all poflible expedition by 
Captain Tew »/^ of his majefty’s (hip Triton. We were cruizing off Fort St. 

^ In the month of O^okr 1757, the fervice fuftained another confideraMc lofs, by the death 
•f Major Kilpatrick,, who befidcs being a brave and experienced officer, . was a conftant mediator 
whenever ditfcrences fobruled in the iettlement. Of the 250 foldiers who came with him in 
Mguft 1756 from Madra/s, only 5 furvived their commander, and thefe were now by repieated 
4ckncJii emaciaced.to.the greatell degree. 

Davids, 
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JDwy/ii but on the 8 th inftant were both forced from that ftation by the 
ftidden and unexpefted arrival of a French fleet, which by failing better 
than either of us, put us in the moft imminent danger of being taken. They 
all anchor’d at Pondicherry that day at noon, but as they approached us fall, 
(and with fuch an apparent profpcfl: of coming up with us) I imagine 
they would not have left off chace, but for the apprehenfion of being car- 
ried to leeward of their port. I had an opportunity of making the following 
remarks upon the fleet. — The commanding (hip was the neareft but one, with 
a St. George'% flag at the fore-top-maft head \ I counted, and with great cer- 
tainty, fifteen lower deck ports of a fide. Seven more of the fleet appeared 
large, and are at leaft two-decked (hips the other two were lot^g and low, 
and appeared to be frigates of tiurty-four or thirty-fix guns each. The 
VGloire a French frigate, lay at the fame time at Pondicherry, fo that in all 
they have now eleven (ail. Captain Townley, after we feparated, flood on to 
Madrafs, from whence he propofed failing in a few hours to join you. I 
was but five days to Ballafore road, fo that I imagine he may be hourly 
expefted. 


On the 5th of this month, the Bofeawen, Braund, Norfolk, Bonham, Princefs 
Augujta, Bade/on, and ‘taviftock, Jenkins, bound to China, arrived at Madrafs i 
they left England in March with Admiral Coats bound to Jamaica, and kept 
company with Commodore Stevens in the Elizabeth, with the Yarmouth, Wey- 
mouth, Colchejier and ^eenberough men of war and Warwick India man, all 
bound to India, as far as Madeira, where they flopped on the 12th of April, 
while thefe (hips proceeded on by themfclves. As we only jufl fpoke with 
them at fca, I did not learn any extraordinary news, nor (hall I take up 
any more of your time, as I hope for the honour of waiting upon you in per- 
fon to-morrow. 


1 am, Sir, 

Revenge, at Inge lee, 14 th 
September^ * 757 * 


Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
W. JAMES. 


> 757 - 


This early intelligence (for tht Revenge had only 4 days and 18 hours paf- 
fage from St. David’s to Ballafore road) was of great importance, and indeed of 
the utmoft confequence, as it put Calcutta and our fquadron on their guard, 
for until now we wefe totally ignorant of any French (Itips of war being in 
India. We had only three line of battle (hips left, the Kent having been 
condemned ■, and the Cumberland was a fingle flfip at Culpee, thirty miles 
down the river from Calcutta, preparing to heave down, and not expecting 
an enemy, was in no condition to receive one. The French fleet*, which 
had touched at Porto-Novo, a Dutch fettlement, to the fouthward of 
Pondicherry, for intelligence, had (rom thence fleered along (hore in the 

* This was a part of that fleet, of which the Eaji India direflors had given fo early intelli- 
gence as (1% 1756. r/i/r p. 89, 

night ; 
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*7 57- night-, and without making any fignal by guns or lights, anchored inF^rf 

— iS^. David's road. Our cruizers ftanding in from the Tea, had done the fame 
about 7 o’clock in the evening, and the next morning at the break of day 
were found to be in a very critical fituation : The Frmch Ihips were firft 
difcovcred, getting under fail, had Englijh colours flying, and their number 
anfwered to Commodore Stevens's fquadron with the expeded India Ihips of 
the fcafon. The Revenge being the fouthermoft of our Ihips, was by the 
accident of her ftation in a manner almoft furrounded by them, and an officer 
of lefs adivity and difcernment than Mr. James might have been fatally 
deceived ; efpccially as <be had received certain adwice but two .days before, 
that Mr. Stevens might every hour be cxpeded. — By an expert and fuperior 
manoeuvre our Ihips were gotten under fail quicker than thofe of the enemy, 
and by that means foon increafed their diftance : the French admiral therefore 
made the general fignal to chace, and feveral other fignals, all with Englijh 
colours, by which the governor of Fvrt St. David was To much deceived, 
that he fent off Mr. Newton, a gentleman of the council, to congratu- 
late, as he thought, Mr. Stevens, upon his arrival, and to invite him on 
fliore i and fent alfo four Mojjulas, or country boats, to accommodate him, 
and any of the gentlemen of the fquadron, over the furf. Mr. Newton 
was in the firft boat, and adually went a-long fide of the French admiral, 
before he was convinced of his miftake, and was thus made a prifoner. The 
other boats took the alarm upon the French Ihips firing at the Revenge, and 
rowed in fliore, and Mr. James had the prefence of mind to throw into them, 
for the reinforcement of Fort St. David, near one hundred recruits, which he 
took out of the India men mentioned in his letter to Admiral Pocock on their 
paffage to Madrafs. He left his own boats, an officer, and fixteen Lafears, 
to affift in landing them, and eluded the purfuit of the enemy, with no 
other lofs or inconvenience, than having fome of his rigging cut, and his 
fails fired through. 

At this fcafon of the year, the current fets ftrong to the N. E. which, to- 
gether with the S. W. monfoon, renders it difficult for ftiips that fall to 
leeward of their port to beat up. Tht French admiral therefore, as foon as 
he got abreaft oi Pondicherry, made the general fignal to leave off chace, and 
flood into ithat road, when he haftily landed a few men and flores, and 
the next day precipitately failed away to Mauritius -, probably, being 
convinced, that by the efcape of ouf cruizers, our letclements and Ihips 
would be put fo much on their guard, as to render any attempt pT his abor- 
tive. 

I once intended to have given a fummary account of the farther progrefs 
of the Britijh arms in India, from the death of Admiral Watjon down to 
the reduflion of Pondicherry by Colonel Coojte in the year 1761 ; but as 
fuch an addition might probably have been cenfured by Ibme as an anticipa- 
tion of events, not belonging to the plan of the work, d was eafily perfuaded 
fto drop it, and refer fuch as arc unacquainted .with that glorious aira of Eng- 
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Ufi} hiftory, to the periodical compilatio ns of the times; but rather, to the in- 
tended 20 volume of Mr. Orme's incomparable hiftory of the military tranfac- 
tions of the Britijh nation in Indofiath which will foon make its appearance 
to the public. 

In confcqucnce of the death of my good friend Admiral Watfon, and of 
my conftitution’s being greatly impaired by the unwholefome climate of Ben- 
gal^ I came to a refolution of quitting the fervicc ; and having communi- 
cated my intentions to my friend Mr. Doidge the late admiral’s fecretary, 
and to Mr. Pye (ftorekeeper to the fquadron) I was happy to find both 
theft gentlemen in the fame way of thinking with myfclt. We refolved 
therefore to throw up our ftveral employments, and to return to England 
by the way of Bajfora, and the great defert of Arabia. But before this 
fcheme could poffibly be put in execution, it was abfolutcly necef- 
fary for us to get the confent of Rear-Admiral Pocock \ who, upon our 
making application to him, politely accepted of our refignation. We had 
now a little time to look about us, and from political and warlike tranf- 
adions, turn our thoughts to things, which though not fo important and 
interefting, were pleafing and entertaining. 

In the evening excurfions which I made with Captain Martin.^ Mr. Doidgey 
Mr. Thomas, and other friends near Calcutta, we had often obferved an ex- 
traordinary ipecies of birds, called by the natives Argill, or Hwrgill, a native 
of Bengal. They would majcftically ftalk along before us, and at firft we 
took them for Indians, naked. Upon difeovering however that they were 
birds, we refolved to flioot one, to fatisfy our curiofity relative to their 
exad magnitude and lhape. For this, we frequently went out with fome 
of our fufils loaded with ball, others with Brijlol drop ; but, though we 
had ftveral good marks, our repeated efforts were fruitlefs. We had always 
been attended by the Bearers of our Palanquins, in whoft countenances we 
could not but difeern the moft evident marks of fatisfadlion, on our want 
of fuccefs; at length one of them gravely told us, “ That if we tried to 
eternity to kill theft birds, we Ihould never fucceed, for that the fouls 
of the Brahmins poflelTed them.” We at laft grew weary of the purfuit, 
and gave it over. But one evening as I was returning from Calcutta, to 
a houfe which had been lent me in the neighbourhood, I obferved one fly- 
ing very flowly over my head, and afterwards to perch on a tree by which 
J was to pafs ; I took not the lead notice to my Bearers, until they were 
within the diftance of 30 or 40 yards, when I ordered them to ftop, and 
having in my Palanquin a loaded fufil, I difeharged it at the Menjler, and 
brought him down. 

‘ The following are the exaft marks and dimenfions of this bird : 

The wings extended 14 feet 10 inches. From the tip of the bill to the ex-- 
tremity of the claw, it mcafured 7 feet 6 inches. The legs were naked, 

and 
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j- 757" fo was one half of the thighs ; the naked parts were full 3 feet in 

— v ~~* length. The feathers of the wings and back were very ftrong, and of an 
iron colour. The feathers of tl^e bread were long : Over the belly was a 
great deal of down, all of a dirty white. The bill was 1 6 inches round 
at the bafc, of different colours, and nearly of a triangular fhapc. In 
the craw was a Terapin or land tortoife 10 inches long; and a large black 
male cat was found entire in it’s ftomach. 

Having already mentioned the Beetle-nut as a favourite with the Indians, 
(and which they chew with ebunam, or Ihcll lime, and the leaf of an aro- 
matic fhrub that grows like a vine, and is fupported on flicks as our fcarlet 
beans, called alfo Beetle-leaf) 1 fhall here fubjoin a brief defeription of the 
Arica tree, which produces the nut. It is a fine llender upright tree, not 
above 6 inches thick at bottom, but grows to upwards of 30 feet high, 
and is jointed at about 8 or 9 inches diftance, perhaps the lall year’s 
growth : it contains a large quantity of pith, the woody part being thin, 
but as tough as whalebone. The leaves grow in the fame manner as thofe 
of the Cocoa-nut tree, very long, and with a ftrong, large middle rib ; the 
flower comes out between the concave part of the leaves. The nuts are 
numerous, and out of the hufk (which is yellow on the outfide, brown and 
fibrous within) the fruit is about the fize of a large walnut, and of the fliape 
and colour of a nutmeg, though fome are round. The extrafl of this 
nut feems to be the Terra Japonica ■, for after boiling fome of thofe nuts 
with a little chunam in the water, the decoftion is the colour of that 
drug, and taftes like it. Tliis nut, wrapped with chunam in the Beetle- 
leaf, is not only chewed all over India, by men, women, and children, 
but is ufed likewife as an emblem of peace and fricndfhip, being fent by tlie 
Rajahs and princes to thofe with whom they intend to live in fricndfhip, 
and is given to you on all vifits you make to the natives. 

There is alfo in Bengal nn elegant, large, fpreading flower tree, called Chulta : 
the leaves are a pale but pleafant green, deeply furrowed above, and highly 
ridged below ; they grow in bunches, in a plume-like form, and round the 
end of the branches. The flower is at firft a hard green ball, on footftalks 
about 4 inches ; this opens, and the calix is compofed of 5 round thick 
fucculcnf leaves ; the corolla is alfo 5 fine beautiful white round petals : the 
ftamina are numerous and lingueform ; ftyles fixteen, and lancelated. They 
ftand in a radiated manner, and after one day the corolla falls off, and the 
ball clofes again, when it is fold in their markets. There is a fucceflion of 
thefe for feveral months, but no other appearance. — The Mango tree is 
plenty in Bengal, which grows to a large fize, and fpreads much ; the wood 
IS brown, and ufed only for indifferent work, the leaves are a fine green, and 
grow in bunches at the extremity of the branches. The flowers grow on 
a fpike at the end of the branches, and at the ejetremity of the flower hangs 
one, two,, and fometimes three Mangos. The fruit, when ripe, is yellow 
.and redd ifh, full of a fine agreeable juice : Mangos are very full of 
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thread, or hair-like fibres j the juice runs out of thefe on cutting, or with a 
little handling •, the others which have few or no fibres are much the fineft 
they cut like an apple, but more juicy, and I have feen Tome as big as a 
large plan’s fill. The form is oval, and they contain a large kernel in a 
tough hulk near half as big as the fruit •, this ftone is taken out of the 
green ones which are pickled and carried to England. The ripe fruit is 
very wholcfome, and except very fine pine apples, is preferable to any in 
India ; the gentlemen eat little clfe in the hot months, when they are in fca- 
fon, if no wine is drank with them, they are apt to throw out trouble- 
fome but healthful boils. 

In the walks at Bengal they have a tall tree, called the Tatoon, and which 
Captain Birth is faid to have firft brought from England. The leaves are of a 
deep fhining green, the lower part rather paler, where it is ribbed, and undu- 
lated round the edges, I faw no flowers, but the fruit is of tlie lize, flrape 
and colour of an olive; it hath a moderate thin hulk, and contains a kernel, 

like that of the date : five or fix, grow on the lame pedicle. Near Cakutta 

is a large fpreading tree called the RuJJa, which makes a fine appearance 
when in full bloom. The natives fay that this, and anoriiet near the Dntcb 
fettlement, are the only two in Bengal-, they pretend likewil'e that they could 
never find the feed, which muft certainly be a miftake, becaufe there is abun- 
dance, and large.' That they could not preferve them may be true, becaufe 
the ants and other vermin are exceflively fond of them, fo that you can never 
find a pod untouched either by infeds within, or ants ; Mr. Thomas attended 
the tree daily for a confidcrable time to procure a whole pod, but in vain. 
The bark is brown and rough; the leaves arc a deep green, but bright ; 
they are pinnated, 4 pair and an odd one, or 5 pair on every pinna ; feveral 
of thefe grow round every branch, which makes the whole bulky. The 
flower m'ows out between the lower leaves of the pinnae, on a Ihort but 
ftrong footftalk ; this divides and fubdividcs into a great number, fo as to 
make the whole a hemifphcre. On the top of each of thefe, is a flower 
of a bright crimfon, orange, and different fhadcs down to yellow ; they 
are monopetalous ; the cup is about an inch long, divided above in four, 
ten ftamina, and one ftyle: they almoft cover the tree, and there is a 
long fuccellion of them, but little Imell. The fruit is a pod of the fliapc 
and fize of a large- garden bean, containing 4 or 5 large flefhy I'eetis, 
which eafily fall in two when dry ; they are brown on the ouefide, white 
within, nearly fquare, but convex on the lidcs. 

The latter end of Oiloier, the Indian inhabitants near Calcutta, were or- 
dered by the governor and council to remove from the black town, and fo 
build houfes for themfclves on aootlier fpot, at a greater dillancc from the 
fort. This was owing to the governor and council’s rcfolution in conlequencc 
of Colonel Clive’s advice, to enlarge and well fecure Icrt TFHliam, which 
could not be done, whilft the Indian town was ftanding. It mult be owned, 
that the natives received but a fhort notice to remove ihcmfelves and 
families j but certain intelligence having been received, that tlie country 
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1757. Rajahs were aflembting troops a view of dtfpt»ing the late acquired 
— r— ■> authority of Meer Jaffitr, it was therefore thought indirpenfably nccelTary: 
that the fortrcfs (hould with the utmoft expedition be pot on a much more 
fclpedtablc footing, than what it had ever heretofore been. 

Accounts arc here kept in imaginary or current Rupees, Annas, and 
Pices. 

The Rupee is valued in the company’s calh at 2 3 

1 6 Annas make a Rupee. 

12 Pices make an Anna. 

(hells are alfo current here orr account of the chcapnefs of provi*. 
lions V thefe vary as to their valuc^ from 4000 to 4800 to the RMpee, as hath, 
already been noticed. 

It muft alfo be obferved that the Arcot and Fondicberry Rupees have ani 
advance or Batta of 8 per Cent, over the current Rupees. 

'1 hofe of Bombay have a Batta of to per Cent. 

New Siccas or Royal Rupees have a Batta of 20 per Cent. 

But the latter lol'e in their value 2 per Cent, every year, until they are, re* 
coined. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Occurrences on the vcr^age from Calcutta to Gombroon.— at Columbo, 
Anjengo, Cochin, with defcriptions of the places. — Account of the Cochin or 
Elephant-leg. — Arrival at, and a fhort account of, Tellicherry, Goa, Bom- 
bay, and Gombroon. — Obfervations on the Banian tree. 


T he beginning of the month of November, was fpent in taking leave 
of our many friends, both of the fquadron, and of Calcutta ; and in 
writing letters to many others on the Coromandel coaft, expreffing our gra- 
titude for the many civilities and afls of friendlhip they had fhewn us, dur- 
ing our refidence among them. The polite and friendly treatment, we liad 
all experienced on our arrival, and during our ftay in India, from the prin- 
cipal families rcfiding in thofe places, required that this compliment lliou.’d 
be paid to them. In truth, the hibfpitality and gcnerofity fliewn to ftrangeis 
in general in this country, are beyond expreffion ; nor is it poflible to point 
out a part of the world where the fpirit of charity is more nobly exerted 
than in our Eaji India company’s fettlcments : numerous inftances might be 
mentioned, where princely fubferiptions have in a few hours been raifed, and 
applied to the effeftual relief of many unfortunate families. 

On Saturday the 19th of November we \th Calcutta, and embarked in A 
fmall boat on the Ganges, being provided with a letter of recommendafioit 
from Mr. Gee, a free merchant in Bengal, to Baron Kniphaufen, gover- 
nor of the ifland Xtfrw in iht Per/ian gvAph. A young gentleman named 
Bigot, (late furgeon of a bomb-veffel) went with us from Calcutta, with a 
view of getting a palTage to England in an European fhip from Bombay. A.s 
fo long and dangerous a journey was before us, we thought it neceflary, for 
the good regulation of our little party’s affairs, to appoint Mr. Doidge to 
a£t as our chief, invefting him with the fupreme diredion ; and Mr. Pye 
we conftituted our fecretary. Mr. Doidge had in charge fome difpatches of 
importance from Admiral Pocock to one of the Secretaries of State, and to' 
the Secretary of the Lords of the Admiralty. He was entrufted alfo with 
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1 757. others from the governor and council of Calcutta to the direftors of the 
' Eaji India company. 

On Monday the 21ft, we and our fervants repaired on board his majcfty’s 
fhip tlie Cumberland^ which from the time fhe entered the river, had been 
ftationcd at Culpee*. On the 25th we embarked in. the Rfoenge^ an armed 
Frigate belonging to the EaJl India company, which bad been ordered by 
the admiral to carry us to Bombay^ and which at this time was ftHl com- 
manded by Commodore whom 1 have had often occafion to men- 

tion. On our entering the Revenge, the commodhre was fo Gomplaifant 
as to honour us with a falute of i i guns. In the afterntx)n we anchored 
at Ingelee. An incident happened during our palTage from Calcutta to 
Culpee, which at the inftant diverted our company not a. little,, and 
tliough but of fmall confequence in itfelfi yet as it conveys an idea of 
the Indian cuftoms in this particular, the inferting it may, not be altogether 

unacceptable. One day we received a meflage from a farmer of that part 

of the country which belonged to our India company, requeftirg admittance 
to us on an affair which to him was very interefting. We were told, that he 
had a petition to offer, and I was appointed to receive the petitioner in form,, 
becaufe I was the moft corpulent perfon of the party ; my fellow-travellers 
having pleafantly obferved, that corpulency in this country is always efteem- 
cd an infallible mark of heaven’s favour, and which it never bellows on 
any but its peculiar favourites. Upon his being introduced into the cabbin 
of our vcffcl,, he immediately proftrated himfeli at my feet; killed my Ihoe, 
and laid be'fbre me four or five rupees, with- a remnant of cotton-cloth. 
Idtr then was defired to leat himfelf, and tp relate his bufinefs: on which, he 
complained much of the o|)prcffions he had lately fuffered from the Zemindar 
of his dilfridl, expatiated on the- feveral particulars, and intreated our alTill- 
aiTce, by a letter addrefled to fome gentlemen-of confequence at Calcutta. It 
appearing to us that he had really been very ill trej^ted,. I llatedihis cafe in a 
letter to Mr. Bccher, a gentleman of the councilj with' whom 1 . thought. I 
might take that liberty and fince have had the fatisfaftion to hear, that Mr. 
Bechcr in conrequence of my application, fo kindly exerted himfelf in our 
petitioner’s behalf, as to procure him efffeftual redrefs. We wilhed very 
heartily to have returned the farmer his olfering, but we had before learned 
from many fimilar inllances which had occurred during our Hay in Indict^, 
that this could not be done without taking from him all. hopes of being 
relieved; for he hereby would have underftood, that the letter which we 
had given to him was written rather to his difadvantagev, than. his benefit. 

Monday the 28th at nine in the^ morning; we failcd from Ingelee^, and at; 
die fame hour in the evening, our pilot left its, when we had a fine gale 
from the north-call. December the 2d at noon, we were happy to find: 

* During the time of. her lying here, (he took a which caste into the Gangttt 
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ourfclves in 13 degrees north, the latitude of Madrafs. The quick run we 
had from Bengal^ which now took us up only five days ; compared with the 
tedious paffage of Icven weeks which we had to it from Madrafs the laft year, 
ferved abundantly to convince us of the exceeding great ftrength and viev- 
lence of the monfoon, and how difficult and dangerous it will aJways be to 
beat up againft it.~In the night of the 5th following, a Have black boy, 
who had been fold by our Bengal pilot to one of the lieutenants of the 
Revenge^ on account of his having been too familiar with his mailer’s (lave 
wench, fuddenly difappeared 5, having, as we fuppofed, thrown, himfelf over- 
boar.d'. The boy became fullen from the moment the pilot parted with 
him, and told the other boys of the (hip, that he was much in love with 
the girl, and that Ihe was then pregnant by him. — We could not but lament 
the hard fate of thefe two unhappy, but faithfuHovcrs ! 

The Sth, by observation at noon, we found ourfclves in the latitude of 
6” 1' north, and in fight of the ifland of Ceylon^ remarkable as hath been 
already obfcrved for the large quantity of fpice it yields to the Dutch. 
Bdides fpices, it alfo produces arrack in great plenty. The Dutch fupply 
the other parts of India with this commodity, as well as fend a great quan- 
tity to Europe. By age it becomes (as 1 was told) nearly as mild and 
foft to the tafte, as what they make at Batavia, though, when newly diftilled, 
it is very fiery and dlfagreeabie. 

fFednefday the i^th, in the afternoon, we anchored in road.' Mr. 

Doidge and I went on Ihore to pay a vifit to Mr. Knox, the fupercargo of 
tht Fatty Salem, Captain Woedfon: found that He had been very illi 

and that his illnefs had been occafioned by a cold he caught at Calk, in 
dancing with fome ladies, who were juft arrived from Europe. By what I 
could learn from Mr. who had been bred to the praftice of phyfic,. 
and had treated his diforder as a fever of the intermittent kind, he had 
unfortunately taken too large a quantity of the Peruvian bark. At this 
time he laboured under a very confiderable hardnefs on the left lobe of 
the liver, with a conftipation of the body. — The bolulTes of the Mercurius 
Alcalizatus, clyftcrs, and fomentations which I preferibed, gave him a little 
relief ; but the next day his delirium returned, and then at his carneft re- 
queft, made in lucid intervals, he was carried on board the Revenge ; where 
he died the j8th of a mortification of the bawcl* and ftomach, much> 
lamentW by all wherknew him. 

The town of Cotumho, is the chief Icttlfcment oi tht Dutch' on this ifland, 
and indeed, next to Batavia on the ifle of Jceoa, is the moft important of any 
they poflefs in the Eaji Indier. It is fituated on the weft fide of the ifland, 
in the latitude of feven degrees north, on a gently riling ground. The foil, 
is a red fand, mixed with fmall black Ihining gravel, which harden to a good, 
pavement in the ftreets. Thefe are all fo judicioufly contrived by cafy 
alcents and defeents, that no inconvenience can poflibly arife, even from the 
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757* greateft rains. They are alfo very wide, and have a beautiful row of 
' trees on each fide, between which and the houles, is a very fmooth and 
regular pavement. Between each tree too, there is a very fine and refrefh- 
ing grais verdure, equal, if not fuperior to what wc fee in the bcft walks 
of the moll noted gardens in England. The itree^s likewife all crofs each 
other at right angles, and upon the whole are fo elegantly difpofed, and fo 
very unlike any thing of the kind we had before feen in India, that we could 
not help admiiing the lliperior Ikill and ingenuity of the Dutch. 

After vve had fatisfied our curiofity in viewing the beauty and regula- 
rity of the buildings, we walked to the extremities of the town, to ex- 
amine the fortifications, which towards the fea are but indifierent. Indeed 
there is no neceffity for that part being very ftrong, as no enemy can ap- 
proach near enough to do them any confiderable damage ; they have wifely 
therefore turned their chief llrength towards the land, and have lb well 
executed their dcfigns,- we may venture to fay, that all the Europeans in 
India, collcded into one army, would be able to make very little, if any 
impreflion at all upon the place. The citadel is of an irregular figure, 
occafioned by the form of the ground on which it Hands •, the wall feems to 
be built of very good and large ftoncs ; the baftions are very extenfive ■, and 
round moft part of the town there is a double wall. Here is alfo a wet 
ditch, full lixty feet wide, and a covered way, eind glacis, where the ground 
will admit of it. The Dutch it this place, leem to be as capable of defending 
themfelves againft an enemy by the good difpofitiun they have likewife 
made of tlieir water, as by the ftrength of their fortifications j for they have 
fo contrived it, that a man cannot poflibly approach the citadel under any 
cover, though at a little diftance a ftranger would be apt to imagine, that 
the whole town was built in a wood. There is always a garrifon here of 
thirteen hundred Europeans, all fine looking, healthy young men j for in our 
whole day’s walk we did not fee three foldiers who appeared to be forty 
years of age. Among other military and naval fl:ores, we could not help 
taking notice of a great number of fine mafts, fome of which appeared as 
large as the middle piece of a feventy gun fhip’s main-maft. 

We were introduced to the governor of Columbo, (who from his lofty 
deportment towards us, and the great authority he poflefles in this part of 
the world, may be juftly ftiled Hi^h and Mighty) by . Mynheer Planchard, 
his matter of ceremonies ; but our reception was fo cool, that we entertained 
a very mean opinion of the governor’s civility to ftrangers. As to Plancbard, 
Ids Open countenance befpoke a mind quite happy and at cafe, and he very 
fociably drank his bottle of wine with us at the public houfe the firfi night 
after our arrival \ but never took the leaft notice of us afterwards. Tnis 
change in his behavijour, was in all probability owing to the infiuenCe of 
Mynhejer Shrewder the governor ; between whom and Commodore Jams 
no kind of civilities had paft, as the manner of faluting, and returning the 
iklute, could not be adjured between them. Weob&rved nothing worthy 
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•f remark in the inHabitat>fs of this place, except that the breafts of the men, 1757. 
who were natives of appeared to us of an uncommon fize. 'While 

ve lay here, three deierccrs from the Dutch canie onboard of us^ two 
were hollanders, and tlie third jilexauder a Scotchman, The tall: 

1 engaged as my Icrvapt, and he was added to our party. 

Saturday the 1 7'th of December we fet fail from Columbo, in company with 
an Englip merchant-fhip from Bengal. On the 19th we were oS Jnjengo^ 
on the Malabar coaft, and then buried Mr. Knox^ the Revenge firing half- 
minute guns. Anjengo. lies in the latitude of 8® 35" north,, and is the foutli- 
ernmoft of our fcttlements. 

Mr. Moor came en board 'with Mr, Spencer the Chief's compliments to 
Commodore James and his paflengers, defiring the pleafure of their com- 
pany at his hoLife. Here we were genteely and hofpitably entertained, till 
the 23d. Our mornings we fpent in reading, or rather feafting on the 
many news-papers, magazines, and political pamphlets, lately brought from 
Europe. The evenings we paft on the river in the Chief's barge, with our 
mufkets, in purfuit of alligators. The groves on each fide the river, arc 
chiefly p4anted with cocoa-nut trees, and are inhabited by men and women 
in almoll; a pure ftate of nature, for they go with their breafts and bellies 
entirely naked : this cuftom prevails univerfally throughout every 
from the pooreft planter of rice, to the daughter or confort of the king 
upon the throne. 

Here, for the firft time, I faw pepper grow : the plant is a creeper that 
runs up and around trees ; and I found the tree which gives the Cmgeryy 
©r Tellicherry* bark, to be the moft common fupporter of it. This grows to 
the fize of our common cherry tree; the pepper, like the ivy, entv?ihes 
itfelf about the tree, and fends off clufters, refcmbling the firft (bootings of 
a bunch of grapes. A great variety of doves are found here ; one fort is 
green, and larger than the common pidgeon. Here are alfo fnipes, a few 
woodcocks, hares, and wild hogs, but no partridges. The fea abounds with 
Sardinias, Mullet, Horfc-macl^el, Rock-filh, Eels, young Sharks, Nayer- 
ifb, (Ac. 

Anjengo fort is fmall, but neat and ftrong ; it is a fquare with four baf- 
tions, having eight , guns mounted on each, carrying a ball of eighteen 
pounds. Two of thefe baftions face the fea, the other two the country.. 


• This bark was many years ago recommend to me by Mr. S^wan, late furgmit of 
his roajelly’s dock-yard at Port/ta»uth, under the name of the Cm tit Pala, aa an excellent 
fnccedaneum to the Ptruvian or Jt/uU'% bark ; and when I got to India 1 frequently nfed it. 
with fuccefs. It is no where to be met -with but on the M^bar coaft ; and dtquld a large 
quantity be wanted, it cannot be purchafed at Bombay on a fuddeo,. but Umely ^Otl«e mud bf 
jiwn for it’s being procured from ^tllichtrry. 
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1757 * thefe^ there is a line of eighteen or twenty guns pointing towards 

the fea, of eighteen and twenty-four pounders. About a piftol ftiot from the 
back of the fort, runs a river, which, befidcs its being a fecurity to the 
faftory, adds much to the agreeable fituation of the place. This river has 
its fource in fome diftant mountains, and defeending in a cotirfe from the 
north and eaft, it afterwards turns in fevera! pleafing meanders fo far to 
the weft, as to walh the bottom of our faftory’s garden, arid at laft winding 
to the fouth, it empties itfelf into the fea. Several beautiful fmall iflands 
too, which are waflied by its current, diverfify the fcenery, and greatly 
heighten the beauty of the profpecL 

The firft evening we fpent in the barge, we were accompanied by a 
Marchan^ or Moormati, governor of iz Carricars^ or officers of diftrids, all 
under the kbg of Travencw.e. This Moor drank beer and wine, with as 
much fatisfadion as any tvf us. He had no covering for his back, and 
the evening being fomewhat lliarp, one of our company exprefled his fear 
that the air would be too cold for him ; to which he chearfully replied, 
“ The weather, while I am in the company of Englijh gentlemen, is never 
too cold, or any way difagreeable.” About feven miles up the river, at a 
place called Attinga^ and at the diftance of half a mile from the water, is a 
Pagoda or temple of the GentooSy in which the queen of Attinga refides. 
Till of late, the town and country of Attinga were quite independent of the 
king of SrjffWKCffre, but now they are tributary to him. The eldeft fon of 
the queen of Attinga is always heir apparent to the crown of Travencore. 
"We remarked at this place, a fingular maxim of ftate policy, adopted by 
the kingdoms on the Malabar coaft. To afeertain to themfclves a fuccef- 
fio.n of princes, defeending from the pure and royal blood of ihcit antient 
monarchs, the right of fucceflion to the throne is determined to belong to 
the eldeft fon of the female line : hence, a king’s fon in this country is pre- 
cifely on the fame footing with a daughter of the French king, only with 
this differeBce (or rather degradation) that the young Malabar prince, 
being ranged (like all others of the Nayer or royal Cajl) among the Iccond 
Caji or dais of the nation, gives place in rank to the Brahmins *. 

This Icttlement fupplies our Eaji India company with pepper ; and its 
Xituation is alfo very convenient for giving proper intelligence to our Ihips 
touching here from Europe, or from any part of India. The prefent chief, 
JVlr. Spencer y is a man of an excellent charader both for probity and fagacity ; 


* The following paffage in (?a/ir«>’s hiftory of the world, proves however that this maxim 
of the eldeft fon of the female line fucceeding to the throne, is not entirely confined to the 
Malahiir coaft. 

According "to ^thc «ftabliftied order offucceflion among fomcof ^tJEthiopic nations, upon 
ihe death of Sbe king, his fifler’s fon mounted the throne: and in cafe the female branches 
of (he royal family ’faued of i^ue, they chafe themoft beautiful and valiant pexfon among them 
/or their king,” Vol^.j.page 252. 

the 
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the grcateft harmony and fatisfadlion fubfift among the inhabitants in his nc.-j. 
government *. 

December the 25th at noon We anchored in Cochin road, a fettlement be- 
longing to the Dutcby in the latitude of 9” 50' north. We dined with the 
chief, De Toungy by them called commandant ; he was a very obliging 
little man. After dinner we drank fuccels to the king of England^ the 
Hates of Hollandy &c. ; and when our wine was finifhed, we took a fliort 
ride to the company’s country houfe, in fingle-horfe chaifes, accompanied by 
the commandant and the late chief of ^ilon. The town of Cochin is not 
unpleafant, but in point of grandeur, regularity, and indeed in every other 
lefpefV, it falls greatly fliort of Columbo. We found the Dutch in this fet- 
tlement involved in difputes with the country powers, whofe head is ftiled 
Samoreeny a title equal to king. This prince had lately taken a fort or two 
from the Dutch, at about ten leagues diftance from Cochin, they were 
then aflembling forces to oppofe him, and for that purpofe had already 
landed three or four hundred foldiers from Batavia. From this place, the 
Dutch are chiefly fupplied with pepper. The fortification is irregular, but 
ftrong enough to refift any tountry power, and has forty or fifty guns facing 
the fea. Many families of Jews are eftablilhed here ; their anceftors were 
found on this fpot by the Portuguefe at their firfl: fettling in the country •, and 
the general opinion is, that they are defeendants of fome Jews who travelled 
hither foon after the final deftrudlion of the temple. One Ezekiel a Rabbi 
is now living at Cochin, a man of confequence, and his word is held in 
high eftimation •, he is a lover of fcience, and underllands aftronomy. 

We could not but take notice at this place, of a great number of the 
Cochin ox Elephant legs. This is a diforder peculiar to the inhabitants of 
the Malabar coaft, and efpccially to thofe of Cochin. It feems to be merely 
an cedematous fwelling, arifing from an impoveriflied Hate of the blood and 
in many perfons the leg is of fo enormous a fize, as to occafion it’s being called 
the Elephant- leg, having greatly the appearance both in fhape and bignefs 
of the Elephant'^. I could not learn that any remedy for this diforder 
had been difeovered by the natives, and as they feldom or never apply to 
Europeans for alTiftance, I believe they are feldom if ever cured : but were 
tliey to do fo, probably it would but little avail, fince an alteration from 
the pooreft to the mofl: cordial and nutritious diet would certainly be recom- 
mended to them, and we well know, that every Cajl of Indians are fo much 
wedded to their own particular cufl:oms, they would fooner choofe to die, 
than materially to alter their ufual courfe of living, even if their circum- 
ftances permitted itf. The generality of thofe who labour under this 

* This gentleman is iince dead. 

f Of this, we had feveral inftances in our long pafTage to Ben^al^ ampng the under 
the command of Colonel Clinjty who perifticd bccaufe they would not partake of the fliip’s 
provifions after their own had been expended. 

C c • diforder. 
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1757. dllbrder, feldom are able indeed tacall in any affiftance, being compofed 
I— * of the very pooreft of the people, who fe6d chiefly on Sardttiias, and can- 
not purchafe even the fmallcft quantity of rice to boil with the filh for 
their daily fubfiftence. I was informed, that thefe poor wretches arc fup- 
ported for whole weeks together, perhaps months, with no other alitnenc 
than what this fpecies of fifli affords 5 and their drink is water only, unlefa 
by way of regale they now and then procure a draught of the Ample un- 
fcrmentcd juice of the coeoa-nut-tree, called ’Toddy. 

1758. The 28th we failed from Cochin, and on the 31ft anchored at TelUcherry. 
■— »— ii^ The next day {January ift 1758) we dined with our company’s chief, Mr. 

Hodges, who was fo polite as to introduce us to every gentleman and lady 
of the fettlement. After dinner, many loyal healths went round, with 
firing of cannon at each interefting toafl. TelUcherry is a fettlement in- 
dependant of Anjengo, but both are fubordinate to Bomlay. Befides it’s own- 
garrifon, there are feveral other forts in the neighbourhood •, one to the 
fouthward, at about a mile diftance, and therefore called Mile-end, and eight 
or nine to the northward, all under the government of the chief here. Thefe 
forts are of no- other ufe but to fccure the pepper-trade, by*preventing the 
natives from clandeftincly bringing it to- the water’s fide, to the prejudice 
of our commerce. 

TelUcherry ion is fituated on a rifing ground, but there is another hill 
within cannon (hot yet higher, on which Itands a little inconfiderable fort. 
Was this laft in pofTcflion of an enemy, it would entirely command that 
of T ellicherry. About two miles to the fouthward, on a very fine eminence, 
is the French fettlement of Mahie, the only one of conlequcnce that 
nation has on the Malabar coaft. Jaift before our arrival at TelUcherry,. 
our factory having unfortunately loft their furgeon, a French gentleman of 
that profelTion at Mahie, notwithftanding the war between the two na- 
tions, occafionally vifited our fick, and Mrs. Hodges had been fome time 
under his care*. Our garrifon for the defence of TelUcherry, and it’s 
neighbouring forts, confix of about four hundred European troops, and 
as many Topajfes. Almoft the whole time we continued here, the 
Briftol Frigate (formerly an Englijh privateer, but which had been taken- 
by the French') lay at anchor off Mahie. This Ihip, after having 
landed forty or fifty foldiers, took in fome pepper, and failed (as we 
then imagined} for Mauritius.-— Ahont four miles from TelUcherry,. there is 
a fmall ifiand, belonging to the EnglijU, called Humapatan, on which Mr. 
Boidp dkfcoycKd a fpring of cjccellcnt water, before unknown to our 
people. 

P After the rednAion of 'Pondicherry in the year 1761, an armament was equipped againft' 
this French fettlement of Mahie, under the command of Major HeSlor Monre, who in concert- 
with lAs..tbdg*», took the place,, tbongh defended by above 200 pieces of cannoo. 

Wft- 
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Wef failed firom Tellicherry, the 3d 6f January ^ and on the '8th anchored 1758. 
in the road of Goa. The fame afternoon, we pafled plcafantly up the river 
in a boat belonging to iPertuguefe nobleman, accompanied by the Rev. Mr. 

Howel of who embarked on board our frigate at Anjengo. Goa is the 

principal, and almoft the only fettlement which remains to the Portuguefe^ of all 
the large poflcffions they once had in the Eaji Indies. It hath been generally 
governed by a vice-roy fent from Europe., but was now under the adminif- 
tration of the archbiftiop, and two of the principal people, who afted 
as regents. The late vice-roy was killed in a battle with the Maharattas^ 

(in the year 1756,) who inhabit the country at the back oi Goa, and with 
whom the Portuguefe have for fcvcral years carried on a troublcfoma 
war. 

Goa is an ifland ; there is properly no town, but many pleafant villas 
belonging to the merchants are icattered up and down ; fome are moft 
agreeably fituated on the fides of hills, but the greater part on the 
banks of the river, for the convenience of landing goods. There are alfo 
fcvcral houfes bpilt on the oppofite continent, from which Goa is not fepa- 
rated above three miles at the broadefl; part. Upon an hill on the left fide 
of the entrance of the harbour, they have a line of about fifty guns, which 
is called the Alguardo\ and as you go farther in, they have a fort on the 
top of another hill, which entirely commands the harbour. There are many 
churches and monafteries here, fome of which were once fuperb •, the decay 
of thefe, and moft of the other public buildings, too plainly Ihews the pre- 
ient ruinous ftate of the Portuguefe power and trade in this part of the 
world. However, the infamoufiy cruel Court of Inpuifition reigns here in all 
it’s fury, and primitive diabolical glory. 

We left Goa the i ith, and on Monday the 24th of January, anchored in 
Bombay harbour. We found a confidcrable addition had been made the laft 
year to the ftrength of the fortifications towards the fea, under the direction 
of Captain engineer', a Swede hy birth, andefteemed a man of ability 

in his profefiion. Juft before our arrival zt Bombay, it unfortunately happen- 
ed, that Major Mace (late of the king’s artillery) touch’d there from Europe, 
with a commifllon from the Eafi India company, appointing him engineer 
general of all their gafrifons. Captain Defunk looked upon this commiftion 
of the major’s, as a dilhonour done to himfelf, and accordingly in great dif- 
guft quitted the company’s fervicc. Many imagined, that the refignation 
of this gentleman would be attended with circumftances very diiadvan- 
tageous to the company ; as by his abfence Major Mace would necefiarily be 
detained in Bombay at a time when his beft abilities and fpeedieft ferviccs 
were required at Calcutta, in order to put its fortifications in a proper ftate 
of defence. It was known indeed, that Captain Browyer (an engineer in the 
company’s fervice) had not yet left Calcutta, but then it was laid, that his 
ill health would oblige him to do it in March next, to avoid the killing 
heats and rains of the fummer. We expefted to have found the dock at 

C c 2 Bombay 
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1758. capable of receiving a fliip of feventy guns, Agreeable to the re- 

pesated afluranccs given to Mr. JVatfon ; but we were difappointed in this 
particular, the hands to carry it on being very fcarce : however, Mr. Hough, 
lupcrintendant of the company’s marine here, was indefatigable in his en- 
deavours to finilh this work of immenfe labour, and the dock is now com- 
pleatcd. Commodore (afterwards admiral) Stevens was here obliged to heave 
down the Elizabeth, one of the fliips of his fquadron, to ftop a confiderable 
leak, but in the firft attempt, flie had the misfortune to fpring her main- 
maft, by which accident he was detained a longer time than he wilhed. We 
learned that he left Bombay to join Admiral Pocock, a few days before we: 
arrived, with the crews in health, and his Ihips in good condition. 

As foon as we went afliore, we all waited upon governor Bourchier, 
who received us very politely, and told us that the Swallow, a fliip be- 
longing to the company, commanded by Captain Brice, was then tak- 
ing in goods for Gombroon in Perfta, and if it Vas agreeable to us, we. 
were welcome to take a pafTage in her. — We very gladly accepted the 
offer. We continued at Bombay waiting for the fliip to be ready, till the 
8 th of February, when we embarked, having taken into our party my. 
worthy old friend Mr. Alms formerly mentioned, a lieutenant in the navy, 
but late commander of the Hardwick, a large fliip trading in thefe feas : And 
Mr. Bigot, who came with us from Calcutta, with a dclign of getting a paf- 
fage from Bombay in one of the company’s fliips to England, now gladly 
accepted of the invitation we gave him, and refolved to accompany us in. 
our journey by land. Mr. Hough* (to whom and to whofc family we were 
greatly indebted for their polite and friendly behaviour during our rcfidence 
at Bombay) gave us letters of credit on Gombroon &nd Ba£bra and Sir James. 
Foulis was fo obliging as to furnifli us with bills for cafli on Mr. Drummond, 
our Turky company’s conful at Aleppo. 

February 14, paffed by Surat, which was heretofore a very populous and rich- 
city, about three miles in circumference, walled round, with fomfe antique' 
forts to defend it, but which are of no confequence. It is fituated in the: 
kingdom , of Guzarat, and fubjeft to the Great Mogul : The Englijh have: 
a faftory there -f and alfo the Dutch, French, Portuguefe and Armenians ; 
thefe laft trade very largely, and arc very rich. Surat is about 160 milcss 
diftance from Bombay, latitude 21'’ 30' north. — Saturday the 25th at noon,, 
by obfervation we found ourfelves in the latitude of 23“ 10' north, and 
at fun fet faw the coaft of Arabia Felix, which lies in about thirteen. 
degrees wefl: longitude from Bombay. The ill of March at fun rife we; 
difeovered the Berfian fhorc. By noon we were in the latitude of 25 degrees, 
north j and then we call off a boat called a large Seebar,, bound to. 


• This gentleman returned to Ettgland, but in a year or two after died in London* . 
t. Sinc.^ the year *7594 the EngUJh have been conlidcrcd as principals at Zurat* 


Mufeati, 
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Mufcat*, which we had in tow all the way from Bomhay^ and which had ^75^- 
hindered our progrefs very much. Wednefday the 8th, at noon, we got round 
Cape Jafques^ which on the Perjian fide forms the entrance into the Gulph. 

At night we had a very hard gale of wind, which we rode out with two 
anchors, between the iflands Ormus-\ and Larac. The next day, at ii in 
the morning, we anchored in Gombroon road, where we found the Succefs., a 
veflel of war belonging to the Eaft India company, one of whofe officers 
came on board and told us the difagreeable news, that the BriJloU a 
French man of war of 30 guns, had arrived at Bajfora the 8th of laft month, 
to take under her convoy a merchant (hip which had lain there for I'ome 
time. This frigate we knew to be the lame (hip that lay at anchor off-” 

Mahie, during our ftay at ‘Tellkherry, and which we then fuppofed had failed 
to Mauritius. 

Captain Price went on (liore the fame day we arrived at Gombroon, and" 
my fellow, travellers followed him the next morning ■, but finding myfelf 
a good deal out of order j;, and not knowing how we might fare in lodg- 
ings, 1 did not leave the fliip till two days afterwards. Alexander Douglas 
Efqi of the council at Bombay, was chief or agent here. Mr. MoJly7i, fon 
to a captain of foot in the company’s fervice, was next to him, a very 
obliging, fenfible young man. Mr. Najh and Mr. llohnes, two writers, 
and Mr. Parker the I'urgcon, with Mr. Wait, book-keeper to Mr. Douglas., 
made up the company.. 


A port town in Arabia Felixy from whence there is a large trade with Bombay^ which hath, 
civilized the natives much, and greatly prejudiced them in lavoor of the EvgUjh^ more than 
any other European nation. 

f Ormus was at this time covered over with fait, which grows two inches thick on tlie fur- 
ftce in a folid cruft, and appears at a diftance, on the hills, like driven fnow. No freih water 
is to be found on the ifland ; ncverthclcfs, the Portuguefe at their firft difcovering it in the 
fifteenth century, from its advantageous fituation for trade, built here an- elegant city, and 
llrongly fortified it. About 120 \cars ago, the Perfians with the* affiftance of the EnAiJh ex-’ 
pened Poriuguef^\ and ^hah Abhas the fortifications to be dcmolifticd, and re- 

moved the trade to Gombroon on the oppofite Ihore, allowing the Englijb great privileges in 
commerce. 

J Durinc^ our ftay at Bombay I had been feized with a bilious inflammatory fever, which in^ 
all probability would have been very violent, and attended with the moft imminent danger, 
itad I not on the firft attack happily given diredidns, that the febrifuge powder of Dr. James 
fhould be adminiftcred to me every hour during the fpace of a whole day, which operated fo' 
powerfully on the ftomach, intelline.s kidneys, and pores of the Ikin, that in fix hours after 
i had taken the firft dofe, all the alarming and moft diftrefsful fymptoms went oft'. The quan- 
tity of bile difeharged from my ftomach exceeded all btdief. Indeed I have in the courfe of 
nay praftice for fome paft year.?, experienced fo much benefit from this noble medicine, that I 
have often lamented it’s fuperior efficacy was not fooner known to me. J am now verily per- 
fuaded that it is as truly a fpccific in ardent fevers, as the Peruvian bark is in ibcfe that arc 
intermitting, or as mercury in venereal complaints. However, there is great danger attend- 
ing the common and indiferiminate admihiftration of it ; fince it is as certainly true that this 
ppwder will deftroy ia a putrid, as that it -will cure in an inflammatory difordcr^ 


Ii 
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Gmbroon is fituatcd at the foot of a very high mountain, which by inw- 
ccpting the paflage of the land-wind, makes it intolerably hot. At prcfcnt, 
it is a place of no kind of confequence, except what it receives frotn the 
EngUJh and Dutch faftories, befuies whom, no other European nation has 
any Icttlemcnt here. The two factory houfes are the only buildings remain- 
ing of any importance j the whole city befides, is almoft one entire feene 
of ruins, which ferved indeed to convince us of its once flourifhing ftate ; but 
the conftant wars carried on in this country, and their attendants, confufion 
and anarchy, have deprived the EngUJh of almoft all their commercial ad- 
vantages, and the place of almoft all its inhabitants! the few that remain, 
are only fuch as have a dependance on the two fadlories, and a very 
fmall number of Banian^ Centoo and Perjian merchants who refide there. 
So different an appearance hath this city now, from what it had when Sir 
John Chardin vifited itl The air is ftill as unhealthy, as it was in the time 
of that writer ; the Per/tans ihemfclves fly from it in the bad fcafon, and 
few of our fadtory elcape putrid, intermitting fevers (which principally rage 
in the months of May and Septemher) i and though they fometimes recover, 
yet it generally happens that their conftitutions are much impair’d ! they 
lofe the European complexion, become pale, and enervated, and their 
difeafes terminate in obftruftions of the liver, and adhefions of it to the 
peritonaeum. 

Befides the many conjedurcs mentioned by Chardin and others, on the 
caufes of the unwholefomcncfs of the Gombroon air in the fummer months! 
Dr. Boerhaave accounts for it, from the nature of the foil, which as it abounds 
with fait, renders it the hotteft part upon the globe in his eftimation, though 
its latitude doth nor exceed 27° 30'. The white cruft which the fait forms 
all over the earth, firft attrads, and then refleds the intenfc licat of the fun 
to the neighbouring bodies, dfc. Our countrymen refiding there, judged 
alfo, that the very great quantity of blubber-fifli, left by the lea on the 
Ihore, which at that feafon of the year quickly become putrid, and emit moft 
offenfive and noxious effluvia, contributed much to render the place un- 
healthy. 

Mr. Douglas's garden, adjoining to his houfe, produces however beans, 
eoleworts, fpinage, lettuce, onions, and cucumbers j and fo do the com- 
pany’s public gardens at JJfein, diftant from hence about 12 miles. Thefe 
gardens tdfo turnifh Citrons., Oranges, Limes, Pomegranates, and Bedams. 
The fig too, and fome other trees, are to be found here i the moft common 
ones are the Date and Gum Arabic. The gentlemen of our fadory feemed 
quite unacquainted with the latter. The jelTamin, anddamalk rofe, grow at 
Narban, in the neighbourhood of Gombroon ; the latter we faw in bloom 
when we were there. We were told of apples, grapes, peaches, apricots, 
plumbs and walnuts, being to be had in plenty in their proper leafonsj 
the two laft we cat of, but they were dry, and of rhe laft year. Butchers 
meat, poultry, oyftcrs, (the beft I met with in Afia) prawns, and many 

otlter 
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other forts of fiflt, are to be had in great abundance. Perftan wine is ^758^. 
fumifhed at the company’s expence to all their ferv'ants, and is the beft 
wine 1 ever tailed, except claret ; it colls about twenty-pence the bottle. 

The company allow alfo their fervants Madeira wine, and feveral other 
articles neceffiry for their table. Hither the company fend fine woollen 
cloth, and fome lead, and carry away Carminian wool and copper. 

Perjia produces alfo many other articles of trade^ but our Raft India 
company do not concern themfelvcs about them, leaving the profits arifing 
from thence to private adventurers. Thofe produ< 5 ls are Affa-feetida j Hing. 
or Hingra (which is a finer fort of Affa-festida) Dragon's blood, Opopanax, 
Sagopenum, Ruinus (which has the appearance of fprigs of trees, and iS' 
ufed in dying red) Cummin-feeds^, Almonds, Kifmas (a fmall fort of railins- 
without Hones) black raifins of the fun, Piftachia-nuts, Prunes, Mangos,^ 
and Dates, which laft come not to fo great perfeftion in any other part of 
the world, as in thofe places which border on the Perftan gulph. 

About twenty-four miles from Gomhroon, at a place called Genov), a hot 
fpring or bath has been difeovered : hither the people of the country 
refort for the cure of all their difeafes. Mr. Parker told me, that it had 
been found ufeful in moll cutaneous diforders ; he had the curiofity to- 
bring fome bottles of the water from thence, evaporated it by the fire, and 
found the Reftdutm to be chiefly fulphur. He gave it to fome of his 
patients, and it afted as a gentle purge. At the dillance of half a mile 
from the fadlory at Gomhroon, Hill remains the fo much celebrated Banian 
tree: it did not appear to me to expand itfelf equal to chat in I'revandepa- 
rum, four miles diftant from Fort St. David, under whofe lhade and 
branches, Mr. Doidge computed that ten thoufand men might Hand without 
incommoding themfelves, allowing fix men to a yard fquare ; and feveral 
people have built houfes under the arches which have been formed by the 
limbs dropping down fibres, which take root and become another tree, united 
to the firlt. The arches which thefe different Hocks make, are Gothic, and 
fomewhat like the arches in JVeftminfter-hall. The leaves of this tree are 
a bright Ihining green, flelhy, and oval, about fix inches long : the fruit is 
a fig, but the birds eat them as foon as they appear. 

There is another tree of this fort in the Cocoa-nut grove at Bombay, on the 
road to the arbour near Malahc.r hill, which is the third largeH and moH fliady 
of any I have ever feen ; but this laH differs from the other two in this remark' 
able circumflance, that none of its branches have defeended into the earth, 
and formed (as the two others have done) new trunks or trees *. It appears 
indeed to have made fome efibrts towards it, but the rooty Hioots have not yet 

Although this has the fame leaf as the other two, and goes by the fame name, yet probably 
* it of a difierent fpecies. 

7 Hruck- 
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1758* ftruck the ground. The fingle body however, or trunk of the tree at Bombay^ is 
of much larger dimenfions than any one of the many bodies or trunks belong- 
ing to thofe near Fort St. David and Gombroon. Under that on the Coromandel 
coaft, are the ruins of fome houfes j and it is commonly related (in order 
to make the tree appear the more marvellous) that this one tree once flraded 
a whole town. At a frnall diftance from this tree near Gombroon., there is a 
Pagoda or temple, in a very ruinous condition, except a frnall part, which 
is kept in good repair, and much frequented by the Gentoos in their devo- 
tions. The Gentoos likewife worlhip under the (hade of thofe trees which 
grow near Fort St. David and Bombay., but with this material difference, 
that at the two laft places they have no -f Pagodas built with mens hands, 
any more than the Druids of old had, who under their confecrated oak wor- 
fliipped one fupreme God, immenfe and infinite, and could not think of 
confining their adoration to the narrow limits of a temple, which they 
deemed would be quite inconfiftent with thofe attributes. In like manner, 
the Banian tree is held facred by the Gentoos, who are almoft as fcnfibly 
hurt by your cutting or lopping off one of its fuperfluous branches, as if you 
were to mutilate or deftroy a cow, between whofe facred horns they often 
place their hand, when they make their moft folemn oaths, and appeals to 
the Deity. 

Our countryman Mr. 'Tickel has taken notice of this tree in the follow- 
ing lines. 

“ Like the fam’d Banian tree, whofe pliant fhoot 
“ To earthward bending, of itfelf takes root, 

“ Till like their mother plant, ten thoufand ftand 
“ In verdant arches on the fertilj^and ; 

“ Beneath her -(hade the tawny Indians rove, 

“ Or hunt at large through the wide echoing grove.” 

We here found the afs a very ufeful creature I rode twice on one to 
Narban, and my brother travellers made ufe of the fame conveyance in a 
jaunt to JJJein. The road to this lall place is over a chain of barren, inhof- 
pitable mountains, where are not only many dreadful precipices, which 
you muft neceffarily pals over, but alfo large pieces of cragged rocks, which 
hang over your head, and feem to threaten you with immediate deftruftion. 


♦f- Herodotus tells us, that the Perjians erefted neither ftatues, temples, nor altars to their 
gO(Js; but oifered their facrifices in the open air, and generally on the tops of hills, or high 
places. B.)ok I. chap. 131. 

Cicero fuppofes it to have been through the advice and infligation of the Magi^ that Xerxes, 
the Ptrfian king, burnt all the Grecian temples, elleeming it injurious to the raajelly of god to 
fhut up him within walls, to whom all things are open, and to whom the whole world ihould 
be reckoned as an houfe or a temple. His words are thefe : A\x&,OTih\x% Magis Xerxes 
inflammalTe templa Graciee dicitur, quod parietilus includerunt deos, quibus omnia debe- 
rent elTe patentia ac libera, quorumquc hie mundus omnis templutn eiTet & domus. Cic. /. 
Z»dtLegibus. 


From 
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From a mile without Gombroon., all the way to AJfein, there is not the 1758. 
leaft herbage or pafture to be feen. Round the company’s houfe indeed, 
there is a tolerable good garden, and what makes it of more value, there 
are in it fome wells of excellent water, which is carried every day to Gom- 
broon upon camels for the ufe of the factory. At the back of the faftory 
houfe, there are ten or twelve large guns towards the land ; and at the 
entrance of the cate towards the fea, there are a few others, but of fo fmall 
a bore that unlefs a fhip anchors very near the fliore, and the wind blows 
at the fame time off the land, their report cannof be heard j which was 
exadly our cafe, when they returned the falute which we gave them from 
the Swallow. 

The kingdom of Perjia had for feveral years been torn to pieces by civil 
wars. At this time, there were four competitors for the empire ; and till 
lately there was a fifth named Azet Khan, but his forces were entirely de- 
feated, himfelf forced to fly to Baghdad ior proteftion, and his power ruined, 
by an unfuccefsful battle he fought againff Hamet Sebab, his rival in the 
Afghan or Pytan country. Nauzir Khan, one of the four, refided at Laar, 
not far diftant from Gombroon j and this is he who by the European gentle- 
men there is called Our Khan, as living in their neighbourhood, and to 
whofe power the governors or Sheicks thereabouts are obliged to fubmit. 

I was told that this Khan, or general (as is the meaning of the word Kan, 

Khan, or Cawn in the Perjian language) had not above five thoufand troops 
in his pay, but that he poffeffed many ftrong-holds and garrifons among 
mountains almoft inacceffible ; and that he had lately forced Kerim Khan, 
another of the competitors, who with a great army had befieged him in the 
city of Laar, to retire without fuccefs. 

A fleirmifh happened a few days before our arrival, near Affein, which 
was occafioned by the ill behaviour of a certain Sheick<, who being in pof- 
feflion of a fort with a garrifon of three or four hundred men, frequently 
interrupted the wool trade from Carminia going to the Englijh and Dutch 
faftories at Gombroon. Complaint having been made of this to Nauzir 
Khan, he immediately marched with a body of troops, attacked the fort, 
and took it ; but unfortunately the Sheick made his efcape, with fome of 
his people, to another petty Sheick in the neighbourhood, who joined the 
fugitives, and together made up a body of fome hundred men. Nauzir 
Khan marching againft them in perfon, detached an officer before. with a 
fmall body of troops, who foon got up with the enemy, gave them battle, 
killed about feventy of them, took priforters as many more, and dilperfed 
the reft. Elated with this fuccefs, the viflors lay, as they imagined, in per- 
fect fecurity, and fo fuffered part of their troops to ftraggle and plunder j 
one of thefe moroding parties was furprized by their lately defeated enemy, 
the chief officer of the Khan was killed upon the fpor, with four or five 
others of inferior rank, and the furgeon of the Englijh fadory at Gombroon 
was called on to affift thofe who were wounded, 

P d Muley 
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Muley Aly, the Per/tan governor of Gomhrocn is an Arab. The iOands oi 
Om«J* and Larac are fubjcift to him. He has three Ihips of war lying 
at the former, but they are in no condition to put to fea. The forts unden 
his command arc aJfo out of repair. His ufual place of refidence i* 
OrmuSy or he is fure to fly thither upon every alarm of the Khan's ap- 
proach i and as he has been very backward in paying thofe duties which, 
are required from him, he is under continual apprehenfions of a vifit from- 
that General. Bcfide the iflands of Ormus and Larac, Kifme another ifland 
inhabited by Perfians, but of no great note, is at prefent under Muley Aly'%. 
government, though till very lately quite independant of him. The late 
governor of this ifland for many years bravely refifted all the attempts of: 
Muley Aly •, lived to the age of fourfeore, and died at laft in his bed, at 
the very time that Muley Aly was befieging his principal fortrefs, which we 
obferved, as failing by it, to be advantageouily feated on a hill. It was 
generally imagined, that this laft expedition of Muley Aly's would not 
have been attended with greater fuccefs than his former, had not the death 
of the governor given an unlucky turn to the affairs of the liege. For 
foon after that event, the garrifon found themfelves under a neceffity of 
furrendering j and Muley Aly, to give ,(as he thought) the greater eclat to his 
fuccelTcs, caufed the head of the brave, deceafed governor, to be cut off, and 
returned in triumph with it to Banderahajft, and Ormus.. 

This military robber • has a bad charafler among our people-, he has. 
been often threatened hy Nauztr Khan, and probably would long fince have 
been made a public example of, were it not for his connexion with a power- 
ful Sheick on the Arabian Ihore, whofe daughter he married, and who is 
always ready to affift him with veffels to tranfport him to the ifles,. and with 
troops to defend hlmfelf there in cafe he Ihould be attacked. 

I cannot conclude this account of the fituation of affairs at Gombroon, with- 
out paying a juft compliment to the great prudence and fagacity of the Englijh 
and Dutch fadlories eftablilhed there, who amidft all the Ihocks and convul- 
fions of a civil war among the Perfians, have met with little or no interup- 
tion in their trade from any of the contending parties it being a maxim 
with them, to fide openly with none of the competitors, and yet at the fame 
time to keep well with all : for this end, civil letters^ and fometimes pre- 
fents, have been thought indifpenfably neceffary. 

As the Brijiel, the French Frigate, was in Baffora river, Mr. Douglas was 
hereby prevented from difpatching the Succefs Grab with, us to B^ora, as 
he bad been direded by the governor and council of Bombay, he not 
thinking it prudent, under the prefent circumftances, to truft the company’s 
bales, which were her intended loading, in a vcffel of fuch little force. 

* It is believed, that he fecretly aillfted the French Count dt Ffiaing in his attack and conqueft 
of our faflory houfe at Gmbrttn, in the year. 1759.^ 

ThU 
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This delay was the more difagreeable to us, being quite unexpe^ted, as 175J. 
no French fhip of war had made its appearance in thofe feas, fince the !«« 
commencement of the difputc between the two nations. flattered 

ourfclvcs at the time we left Calcutta^ of having a quick paflTage to Eaf- 
fora, and of being able to join the Caravan which goes from thence to 
Aleppo^ early in the fpring j but unfortunately for us, our views of that kind 
were now entirely difconccrted ! But the interruption wc met with from 
the French Ihip, was not the firft difficulty we had experienced in our tedi- 
ous voyage a thoufand befides had intervened to prolong our paflTage, 
which coft us many ferious refledions, efpecially on account of the public 
difpatches we were entrufted with, the Ipeedy delivery of which we had 
reafon to believe would be of the utmoft confequence to the nation ; and 
therefore we thought it our duty to run all rifles in getting ro England as 
faft as pofllble. Accordingly we refolved to hire one of the common, but 
uncomfortable veflTels of the Gulph, called a F rankey^ and to proceed in her 
to Baffora, dilguifed like Arabs. Upon our making application to Mr. 

Douglas for this purpofe, he was fo obliging as to fend a boat to Kiftne 
to procure ps one •, but no anfwer arriving from thence for feveral days, 
we grew quite impatient, and refolved to addrefs Mr. Douglas by letter to 
favour us with fome veflTel to carry us up the Gulph as far as Karec, an ifland 
belonging to the Dutch \ to the governor of which, Baron Kniphaufen, .we 
had a letter of recommendation. Mr. Douglas^ after mature confideration, 
confented to this requeft, and accordingly ordered the Succefs Grabt Cap- 
tain Undefept to put us afliorc on that ifland. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


The run from Gombroon up the Pcrfian Gulpb. — Arrival at the if and of 
Karec . — Our generous reception hy Baron Kniphaufen the governor. — Ac- 
count of that gentleman's difpute with the Turkifli government at Baffora,. 
and his eftahlijhment at Karec . — State of that ijland at the time of our ar- 
rival. — The pearl'fifhery ; natural curioftties. — The manners and cuftoms 
of the Arabs, and Anecdotes of the famous Thamas Kuli 

Khan, with an account of the prefent competitors for the crown of Perfi^ — 
Anecdotes of a late governor of Batavia . — Forty thoufand Chinele majfacred 
there in one night. — Negotiation with the Sheick of Grane for conducting 
us over Dcfcrt . — Defeription of the feveral fmoking tubes made ufe of in- 

fodia .^ — The author and his brother-travellers arrive at Baffora. 

1753. TN the evening of the 17th of March "wt took our leave of Gombroon \ 
J[ and on the 19th paffed by Congo-Bender, formerly a town of elegance 
and confiderable trade belonging to Portuguefe, but now in a molt rui- 
nous condition. The fame day we came to an anchor at Ling., a fmall vil- 
lage, about a league from Congo, and there took in another pilot to carry 
us up to Karec. At eight o’clock we got under fail again with a fine 
cafterly wind. Friday the 24th we paffed by the ides of Kifme, Polloar,, 
Kyes, Inderabie, Shittewar, and Bujheel. Some of thefe were quite barren ; 
on others we obferved a few trees or buflies, and little fiffiing towns, with 
two or three Trankeys lying on (hore. The Date trees were thinly fcattered' 
among the hills, and though a fmall portion of green might here and 
there be difeovered, yet fuch was the barrennefs of thefe ifiands in general,, 
that it was for fome time a matter of furprize to us, how fheep and- 
goats could poffibly fubfift there: But upon a clofer examination, when 
alhore, we found that the ground produced a fmall-leaved juicy mallows,, 
which feems to be the principal food of thefe animals. The Perftan 
afforded a moft romantic profpefl. It appeared to us at firft to be one 
continued rock, rent and torn afunder by earthquakes ; but we afterwards , 
difeovered, that fome part of it was only fand, hardened by the rains and: 
fun. 

On the 25th we had the wind from the north-weft, which obliged us to* 
drop anchor, to prevent the Ihip being driven back by the ebb tide.. 

We 
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Wc caught this day feveral forts of fifh fuch as the Bonetta, plaice, bream, 
conger-eel, &c. &c. At nine o’clock a breeze fpringing up from the fouth- 
ward, we again made faij|k and pafled by a little filing town on the Per- 
Jtan (hore, called Shewee, where there appeared to be a fmall fquare fort, 
which by our pilot’s account, has a few guns, and is kept in fome fort of 
repair. Englijh fliips trading in this gulph from Bombay^ frequently take in 
rock-falt for ballaft, and fell it on the Malabar coaft for about thirty Rupees 
the ton, which is almoft all clear gain. Captain Lindfey prefented me with 
two pieces of metal-ore, and one of rock-falt, which he got from the 
ifland of Om«j, where both arc found in great plenty. 

In our run thus far from Gombroon, two prcfents came off to us from as 
many Perfian Sheicks : 'One was of a goat, and fome eggs; the other of 
eggs only. Our captain fent them fome rice in return. We found the wea- 
ther hitherto very cool and pleafant. The evenings were made damp by 
dews, and wc had no caufc to complain, of heat in the night, although fix. 
of us flcpt in one cabbin. 

Sunday the 26th we found ourfelves abreaft of Narhan point : It termi- 
nates in a long and low piece of land, which runs off into the gulph, from 
the foot of the Perftan hills. Mr. Parker, an officer on board the Succefs, 
informed us, that about two years before, be was between this point and 
the main land, where he difeovered a channel, in which a fhip of 900 tuns 
might ride : he farther acquainted us, that the Portuguefe had once a fcttle- 
ment here, (and indeed, upon the main land, the ruins of their faftory- 
houfe are Itill to be feen) where they alfo funk fome wells, the remains of 
wjiich may eafily be traced. Mr. Parker added, that at this place a large 
river empties itfelf into the fea, and that the adjacent country is in fubjec- 
tion to two Arab chiefs. One refides up the country about three miles from 
Narban point, and is tributary to the other, who lives on the oppofite fide 
of the river. Here providence feems to have allotted a fpot of ground, 
amidft inhofpitable rocks and deferts, capable of affording the kind pro- 
duftion of vegetables for the benefit of man and beaft. 

On the 27th at nine in the morning wc were abreaft of Cape Ver~ 
difian, diftant from Cape Narhan twelve leagues. Hitherto in our paf- 
fage up the gulph, we kept as near to the Perfian Ihore as poflible, for the 
advantage of anchoring when the tide ebbed, or the wind was contrary ; 
and alfo for avoiding the French frigate, which we were apprehenfive wc 
Ihould fall in with, if we approached too near the Arabian more. 

Arabia Felix was at this time governed by two fovereigns ; one of whom 
refided at Mufeat. This city, is a place of trade, as before obferved, and 
ftands at the entrance of that part of the gulph which is called Ormus, and 
is the capital of his dominions, whence the chief is ftiled King of Mufeat, 
The other has the title of King of Mofeha,. whofc chief refidcncc is on the 

borders 
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1758. borders of the gulph of that name, otherwife called the Red Sea. Thefe 
two princes are no way tributary to the Grand Seignior ; but are both in- 
dependant in their refpeftive dominions, and gtvern the whole country of 
Arabia FAix, from the fouthcrn extremities of the two gulphs, even as far 
almoft as Mecca. The province 0/ Mecca is gpverned by a Beglerbeg, who 
refides at Judda, and is in a manner an independant fovereign : He ftiles 
himfclf Monarch., and accumulates great wealth by the rich prefents which 
are yearly made to him by the devout Furks., Arabians., and Per/tans., in 
their pilgrimages to Medina and Mecca, the birth and burial places of their 
prophet Mahomet * 

In the morning of the 28th we plainly difeovered the Salt mountains, 
(which running out into the fea, form Cape Verdijian) and opened the 
high land to the northward of it. We were now in expeflration of feeing 
the ifland of Karec in a day or two, being only tliirty-fix leagues dillant. 
This day, a large locuft, and a beautiful fea-fnake, about four feet long, 
and ten inches round, floated near 'the veflTel, We had little or no wind all 
this night •, but at 7 the next morning, a light, fair breeze fprang up, and 
continued till ten, when we difeovered the land called Halala on our ftar- 
board bow, about feven leagues off. On the 30th we came in fight of the 
long wiflied-for ifland ; at 8 at night we came to an ainchor off Karec, 
in 20 fathom water, having had gentle breezes all the day. It lies in 29“ 
i' north latitude. Early the next morning we made fail again, and foon 
rah within two leagues of a fort, which (lands on the north fide of the 
ifland, at the end of a low point, that ftrelfches towards another flat fandy 
ifland, called Cargo. 

At half paft eight, z, Dutch boat came off, with two letters of Mr. Shaw\ 
our company’s refident at Bajfora. One was written in French, addrefied 
to the Dutch mafter attendant at Karec, defiring him to fend the other {En- 
glijh ) letter to all Ihips of our nation, which might come to an anchor off 
Karec, or be feen in the offing. This letter was dated the 9th of March, 
and informed us of the BriJioFi being in Baffora river ; that Ihe carried 
30 guns, had 85 Europeans on board, and that the reft of her complement 
was made up of Indians and Lafears, in the whole, about 140 men. Mr. 
Shaw added, “ that (he would probably take in a loading of corn, and con- 
voy another French Ihip, which had lain in the river ever fince the com- 
mencement of the war : that this laft was of about 300, or 350 tons bur- 
then, and carried 20 guns three pounders; that the enemy gave out, 
they were to ftay in the river fome months, longer, and ihould they wait 
to take in frelh corn, this might probably be the cafe ; that they had their 

• A good Turk, Arab, and Moor never faila oncp in his life to make this pilgrimage ia 
perfon, but a Ptrfian generally does it by projnr. In Mttca they pretend to (hew the nonle 
of Abraham or Ibrahim, and at a little dhlance from it the mount on which he was to have 
oficred up hit fon J/aae, 
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top-malls an end, but had diTcharged their pilots.** Upon the whole, he 
■ gave it as his opinion, that the two Trench veflels could not be going yet, 
but advifed all mailers, in proceeding up the gulph, to call at every 
port, where he would not fail to lodge intelligence. He concluded with 
faying, “ that Ihould any EngUJh ihips get into Bajfora river, they would 
then be fafe, as he was perfuad^, the country power would interpofe to pre- 
vent hollilities»”. 

We came to an anchor in tiie road about one o’clock in the afternoon, 
faluted the fort with eleven guns, and received the fame number in return. 
Captain Lindefey, Doidge and 7^^ .went on Ihorc after dinner. The 

Grab faluted them on their putting off with nine guns, and at their landing 
they were received by the fecond in council, and the military officer, who 
introduced them to Baron Knipbaufen, to whom they delivered Mr. Gee's 
letter of recommendation. The fame evening Lindefey came on 

board, and gave us an account, that the Baron (who had given them the 
moft genteel and friendly reception) had in his opinion fuggefted an excel- 
lent plan for our future proceedings, having recommended it to Mr. Doidge, 
that we fliould land at Grane on the Arabian Ihore, and fet out from thence 
over the Great Defert for Aleppo. That the Baron knew it to be a road fre- 
quented by people of trade ; that an European., attended only by a Angle 
fervant, had fafely travelled over it, and that the journey would not take up 
more than 2 5 days. Captain Lindefey farther added, that fhould we approve 
of the fcheme, the Baron would immediately fend a Felucca with a mef- 
Icnger to GranCy who fhould bring the Sheick of that place (a man greatly 
obliged to him, and in fome meafure under his influence) to Karec ; 
witl\ him he did not doubt, but he Ihould be able to concert a plan for 
conveying us fafe to Aleppo. 

The next morning, Lieutenant James Alms, Captain Lindefeyy Mr. Figoty 
and myfelf, went on Ihore, and were very genteely received by the 
Baron. We were met by Meflieurs Doidge and Pye, Mynheer Bofman the 
fecond ; Mr. Robingfon, an enfign in the Dutch artillery, but of Englifh ex~ 
tradlion, and who (poke our language tolerably well ; Mynheer Nicoli the 
company’s accomptant j Mynheer Tilick the furgeon j and Mynheer Binkeyy 
the mailer attendant. The Baron prefently opened to us his plan for our 
future journey, and it appearing to be a route as little hazardous, as any 
we had yet thought of, and more expeditious (though lefs commodious) 
than that by Baghdad, we unanimoufly agreed to put ourfelves entirely un- 
der the Baron's direftion ; who gave immediate orders for the Felucca's 
going to Grane to bring the Sheick of that place to Karec. 

In the evening we took a walk to the fouth end of the ifland, accompa- 
nied by Mr. RMngfon ; and paffed through fome agreeable fields of corn, 
a few ears of which were then ripe, and fome gardens, where we faw 
cole-worts, beans, and peafe in perfection. We could not but take notice 
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J 758. alfo of a large handfomc building which we met with in the way, fuppofed 

— by the common people to be the tomb of A&er Mahomet the fon or 

a man much renowned for his piety, and who is faid to have performed mira- 
cles among them. The Baron however affured us, that this notion of theirs 
is merely imaginary, for that Meer Mahomet^ was fo far from being buried 
under this tomb, that he never was once in the ifland, either living or dead. 
His opinion, and which was confirmed by the moft fenfible of the Arabs 
and PerftanSt is, that this monument was only ercftcd in remembrance and 
honour of that fage,’ and that neither his, nor the bones of any other per- 
fon were depofued under it. He obferved, it was poffible this tomb 
might once have been a Portuguefe chapel •, and that after thole people had 
deferted the ifiand, the Perjians had changed it’s form into that it now 
bears. This opinion is probably well founded, for from the appearance of 
the ftone-mafonry, and the painted tiles above the door, it was very evident 
that fome parts at leaftof this building were of modern conftrudtion. Juft 
before we reached this tomb, , we entered, and furveyed with great atten- 
tion, a long fubterraneous paflage, made for the conveyance of water 
from the oppofite fide of an hill •, which (according to the Perfian cuftom) 
has at proper diftances, holes cut through the furface of it, for the 
admiflTion of light and air. We obferved alfo at this fouth end (which 
is the higheft part of the ifland) fome caverns hewn out of the folid rock, 
which feem to have been the dwelling-places of the firft inhabitants. There 
were alfo two or three ftrudlures here, which appeared to have been once 
appropriated to religious ufes, perhaps they were Portuguefe churches j 
and what ferves to confirm this opinion, is, that a crucifix had been dif- 
covered cut on one of the walls. 

The next day we began pitching the four tents which we had furnilh- 
cd ourfelves with at Calcutta ; but before we had finiflied with the largeft, 
our dining-tent, the Baron paid us a vifit, and put an entire ftop to our 
proceedings, alTuring us, that thofe high and fpacious tents, were by no 
means calculated for our purpofe, fince they would certainly difeover us a 
great way off, and give even thofe Arabs that were about us, too high an 
opinion of our confequcnce j they 'were alfo, he obferved, too heavy and un- 
wieldy, and promifed to provide us with proper ones in their ftead. He 
had with him feveral Arabian merchants, who all joined in what the Baron 
had faid. After he had thus paffed his judgment on pur tents, he went 
on examining the other part of our baggage, and could not help fmiling 
at a two-wheel chaife we had brought with us, in hopes of it’s being 
ufeful in our journey over the Defert. We knew indeed that no fuch 
thing was uled in common either in I'urkey or Perjia, yet as we imagined we 
might be able to get horfes either at Bajfora or Baghdad, we had plealed 
ourfelves with the thoughts of being fornetimes relieved from the Camel's 
untoward motion by this means-, and in fuch roads as Should turn out 
rugged or fandy, we had formed a feheme of taking the chaife to pieces, 

1 and 



[ 209 ] 

and throwing it on a camel’s back*. We were not quite clear as to the 1758. 

prafticability of this fcheme, but concluded, that at the worft, we could ' — r- 

make a prelent of it to Mr. Shaw at Bajfora, to whom we flattered ourfelves 
it might be acceptable, having heard that Mr. Dorrel, his predccclTor, had 
made ufc of a two-wheel chaifc at that place. The Arabs feemed greatly 
furprized at the conftruftion of this vehicle, and many of them with much 
pleafantry, placed themfelvcs in the feat of it. We hoped that the Baron 
himfelf might be prevailed upon to accept of the chaife, though from the 
rugged appearance of the whole illand, there was but little reafon to exped 
it f. 

From the chaife, the Baron call an eye on fome other things we had 
brought, and talked of making a ftill greater alteration, but faid, he would 

let that alone till after the arrival of the Sheick from Crane. He approved 

much of our fufils, bayonets, and piftols, as well as of the canvas and lea- 
ther-portmanteaus, which we had procured to be made on board the Grab,, 
in lieu of common wooden trunks. He advifed us to take no finery with 
us, efpecially no gold or filver lace, but to appear as plain as j)oirible -, to 
make our journey in the habit of ^urkijh janizaries, for as the Arabs well 
knew thofe gentlemen not to be rich, we might probably go on in this dif- 
guife with little interruption. Our camp-tables and ftools, according to the 
Baron's plan, were to go no farther, and our clafp-cots were to be fent 
back alfo to Bombay, as being of ho kind of ufe in our future journey, fince 
we muft fleep on the ground. Had we been fo fortunate as to have met 
with fo able a counfellor either at Calcutta or Bombay, it would have faved us 
at leaft two hundred and fifty pounds fterling : but what was pall could 
not be recalled, and I have now only to wifh, that our millakes in this re- 
fpefl; may be of advantage to future travellers. 

Baron Kniphaufen is a Pruffian by birth, brother to the late Emhaf- 
fador of that name at London, of a middle age, and was formerly in his 
PruJjian majefty’s fervice, but from fome difguft left it, and ferved as a lieu- 
tenant in a regiment of French dragoons. He afterwards went to the Eajt 
Indies, and was appointed refident to the Dutch company at BaJJhra, where 
he unluckily fell into a difpute with the Turkijh government, the particulars 
of which are as follow, — The Baron one morning received a meflage, that 
the governor defired to fpeak with him : he hallened to the palace, and 
according to cuftom fat in the outer room, among fome of the Agas of the 
court. A fervant having been fent in to acquaint the governor that the 
Baron was waiting in obedience to his commands, brought for anfwcr, 

• We afterwards forely repented that we had not taken the chaife with os. 

•j" Non eft aptus equis Ithacae locus, ut neque plan is 
Porredus fpatiis, neque multse prodigus herba;. 
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175^* that his matter was not ready to receive him. Not long after, another 
fervant came out, and defired him to walk, into an inner apartment •, which 
he had no fooner done, but an officer there in waiting abruptly told him, 
that he was his prifoner. The £aro» was exceedingly furprized, and enqui- 
ring into the reafon of his being treated in fuch a manner, was anfwered, 
that “ it was for being criminal with Turkijh women, and defrauding the 
Government of it’s cuftoms.” He infifted on the proofs being produced ; 
but was only told in general that both the charges were well fupported, and 
that from henceforward he was to look upon himfelf as in prifon. He then 
demanded a fair trial, but that favour was refufed him. He remained 
confined for feveral days, and during the whole time, perfons were em- 
ployed to perfuade him to accommodate matters with a fum of money.. 
This, he for a while abfolutcly refufed to do, demanding the proofs, and 
complaining loudly of his ill treatment. Some days had now patted away, 
and the Baron having made no overture of a pecuniary compromife, the 
* Mufti (who in this country is both prieft and judge) was fent for, and de- 
fired to declare what punifhment the law denounced againft an Infidel who 
Ihould prefume to lie with a Mahometan woman ? He replied, “ Death .” — 
He was then told, that there was a certain perfon now in prifon, who was 
undoubtedly guilty of this crime, and that he (the Mufti) had been fent 
for to pafs fentence upon him in form, in writing, and under his own fig- 
nature. He honeftly replied, that he could not poffibly do it, ’till he had 
feen the prifoner, heard what the witnetteS had to fay, and was fully fatisfied 
in his own mind of the truth of the charge laid againft him. Thefe forma- 
lities, he was told, ought to be difpenfed with on the prefent occafion, for 
it was as clear, as the light at noon-day, that the prifoner was guilty. It 
was intimated alfo to him, that the governor had not the lealt intention to 
take away the Baron's life, but his foie defign in confining him, was to 
frighten him, and if pottible amend him by making him to pay down a 
large fum for his pardon. The venerable and upright Mufti begged to be 
cxcufed from having any hand in fuch a bufinefs, declaring it to be his 
duty to fit as a juft and uncorrupt judge, and that as the law gave the pri- 
foner a right to a fair and impartial tryal, he certainly Ihould have it at all 
events. 

The affair ftood thus in fufpenfe for a little time, when the Baron was 
informed of fome underhand dealings of Mynheer *********** his fecond, 
which made him refolve immediately to compromife matters with the Turkifh 
government. He fent therefore for the proper officer, and defired to know 
what was the fum required for his releafe ? and whether he would favour 


• What the Muftis are in furky, the Shticis-Salm are in Perfia, and the Imaums in Arabia. 
There is a great dilFerence between a Shiick-Salm and a common Skeick, The former is both 
prieft and judge, whereas the latter means.no more than the father of the family, or people, 
about him* 
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him with his good offices for an accommodation ? The 'Turk readily promifed *75** 

his beft affiftance, but faid, he feared it would not be lefs than one hundred ’ ~ 

thoufand rupees. • The Baron demurred, and complained heavily of the 
enormous fum that was fixed, but all his complaints were to no manner of 
purpofe. At laft, he told the Turk, he would that evening pay down his 
all, amounting to fifty thoufand rupees, ftay in Bajfora only tlie next day, 
and depart in a Dutch fliip the day following ; but as by this ftep, his 
fecond would be fure to fucceed to the refidency, the governor might, if 
he pleafed, demand a complimentary loan from him of thirty thoufand 
rupees, and make up the remaining twenty out of the private fortune of 
the Banian, who was employed in doing the bufinefs of the Dutch faftory 
here, and with whofe conduct in the prefent difpute, the Baron had great 
reafon to be difpleafed. The hint was relilhed and accepted; tht Baron 
was immediately ufhered into one of the beft rooms of the Seraglio, where 
the governor and his Agas were fitting, the money was fent for, and paid 
down, and the prifoner fee at liberty. The Dutch fecond, and other Euro- 
pean gentlemen were in company together, when they firft heard of the 
Baron's enlargement. The fecond immediately waited upon him, and was 
very inquifitive to know the terms of his deliverance, but received no 
fatisfadtory anfwer ; the Baron only coldly telling him, that he fhould the 
next day embark for Batavia, where he would account for the whole of 
his condu(5t, and there only. 

Mynheer *********** was now looked upon as chief or refident, and re- 
ceived the ufiial compliments on the occafion. He was lent for to court, 
and bcfides being congratulated by the governor and all his Agas on his 
new promotion, he was honoured with a rich Pelife, or filk veil lined with 
ermine. He went home in the higheft fpirits, and without doubt hugged 
himfelf in the fuccefs of the day. But how foon did the feene change ! 
that very afternoon, a meflenger was difpatched to him from the gover- 
nor, with a demand of thirty thoufand rupees. He was aftonilhed at the 
unlooked for tidings ; he raved, curfed and fwore ; refufed to pay the 
money, and infilled upon being told why it was required of him. The 
meflenger dryly told him, that it was but a necelTary compliment to the 
governor, from a man who had fo lately received fuch honours, and who 
had fo fortunately gotten into polTeffion or a poll of fuch confequence. Upon 
this, he flew to the Baron, who referred him to others for better advice 
than he could give him. He afterwards repaired to the Seraglio, to com- 
plain of his ill ufage, but here too he met with no redrefs : the thirty 
thoufand rupees were paid down, and fo were the twenty thoufand by the 
Banian. 

The day following, the Baron embarked ; but he was no fooncr on board, 
than he received a meflage from the governor, inviting him to come back 
again, with alTurances of his ^proteftion, and readinefs to receive from 
him any complaint he had to make againft any other European gentlemen. 
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The Baron confidcring that the money was gone, and that he Ihould after- 
wards be as liable to infult and impofition as he had been already, declined 
■ invitation, and immediately failed for the little ifle of Karec, where he 

fafely landed : having attentively furveyed the fpot, he at that time laid 
the plan (in conjundion with the Sheick of Bundarick) of what he after- 
wards executed with fo much fuccefs. He carried a letter from the Sheick^ 
addrelTed to the general and council at Batavia, in which he offered to put 
the Dutch in pofieiTian of the ifland, and to furrender up to them his right 
of fovereignty. However, before the Baron left Karec, he took care to 
difpatch a meflenger acrofs the Defert to the Dutch embaffador at Conjtan- 
tinople, complaining of the violation of treaties, and of the affront which 
had been offered to all European powers, by his late unjuft imprifonment. 
He moreover defircd the embaffador to apply to the Grand Vizier, that the 
Dutch might have liberty to refent the governor of Bajfora's behaviour, and 
that they might alfo have leave to fettle upon the iftand. Both thcfe re- 
quefts were complied with, and the meffenger made his way back again to. 
Karec, before the Baron returned from Batavia. 

When the government of Bajfora found, that the Baron could not be pre-^ 
vailed on to come back to that place, they prefently drew up a letter of 
complaint againft him to the general and council at Batavia in the moft 
exaggerating terms, but at the lame time took care not to mention a fyllable 
of the 100,000 rupees. The governor, and all the principal people of his 
court, figned the letter, the honeft Mufti excepted. It was immediately 
lent away to Mr. Douglas at Gombroon, who was to deliver it to the 
Dutch agent there, and this laft gentleman was requefted to ufe his 
utmoft diligence in forwarding it to Batavia. The Baron, who fortunately, 
knew of this ftep, went himfelf to Gombroon, and embarked on board the very 
fhip in which the letter was fentj confcquently he got to Batavia in proper 
time to reply to every article of complaint that was exhibited againft him. 
This he did to the entire fatisfadion of the general and council^ to whom, 
he now propofed his fcheme of making a fettlemcnt at Karec, and thereby 
putting their company’s affairs in the Perftan gulph on a more advantageous 
footing than ever. This being approved of by them, he failed from, 
Batavia with two Ihips and fifty men, and took polleflion of Karec, 
the whole of whofe inhabitants at that time confifted only of about one 
hundred poor fifhermcn. 

As he had brought but few materials with him, and as the government, 
at Batavia was very flow in fending him the, fuccours they had promifed,, 
he was at firft driven to great ftraits in endeavouring to eftablifh his new. 
colony. At laft, he hit upon the expedient of fending for workmen from 
Perfa and Arabia, and with, their affiftance built a little compaft fort, 
fufficiently ftrong againft any of the country powers, and capable of defend*, 
ihg itfelf againft any Ihips in except thofe belonging to om Eajl India, 
((Pmpany. The want, of materials indeed, ;^nd. of a fufficient number of, 
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workmen, was not tlie only difficulty the Baron had at firft to ftruggle with ; 1758. 
for at his coming on the coaft, he had the mortification to hear that his old ' — 
friend the Hheich. of Bunderkk had been murdered by his fecond fon, and 
that this unnatural villain having ufurped the fovercignty, threatened de- 
ftruftion to him and his intended cnterprize. No way intimidated however 
with thefe threats, he made good his landing, and began and perfedlcd his 
work. 

This eftablifhment at Karec^ was only a part of the Baronh fcheme. 

There was fomething befides, which from the beginning he had never 
once loft fight of, the reimburfing himlelf, at the cxpence of the T urkijb 
government, the 50,000 rupees which had been fo unjuftly taken from 
him at Bajfora. For this purpofc, he kept his Ihips in conftant readi- 
nefs to put to fea, and in the months of April and May, when he knew 
the rich ’Turkijh veffels would be coming from the gulph, he ordered 
two of his fhips (for he had by this time fitted up a third) to cruize at the 
entrance of Bajfora river, and not to fuffer any veffels to pafs without 
examination. Thefe orders- the captains of his two cruizers moft punftually 
fulfilled, and moreover frequently landed in their boats, and took away 
oxen, Iheep, goats, and all other forts of provifion, from the Ihore. While 
the Baron's two fhips were thus commencing hoftilities in the mouth of 
Bajfora river, two TurkiJIo veffels, very richly laden, touched at Karec 
for pilots, and to enquire into the caufe of the Dutch commanders 
condu(ft, as reported to them in their paffage up the gulph. The Baron 
entertained the Turkijh captains in the molt polite manner, and took care 
to fiirnifli them with every thing that could. contribute either to the refrelh- 
ment of their fhips crews, or their own amufement. He pretended alfo to 
find great fault with the hoftilities committed by his two cruizers, and was 
politic enough to perfuade the '■Turkijh commanders not to depart from Karec, 
until the return of his own captains, when, faid he, you yourfelves fhall be 
witneffes of their being brought to a proper account for their paft beha- 
viour. He was all this while however very uneafy at his own untoward 
fituation ; being doubtful whether, in fpite of all his art, thefe two 
fhips might not by lome accident or other be alarmed, and make their 
way back again out of the gulph. He could not but refled too, that he 
had no force with him at prefent capable of preventing it, there being 
but one fhip left at Karec, poorly manned, and ftill worfe commanded 
and the two Turkijh vcflels carried at Icaft two hundred and forty men, with 
guns in proportion. Add to this, that he was in daily, almoft in momentary 
expedation of his enemy, the Sheick of Bundaric^ fending over his Tran- 
keys, filled with foldicrs, to the affiftance of the Turks. In this dilemma,, 
he wifhed only for an opportunity of calling in his cruizers, but at the fame’ 
time defpaired of finding any. Luckily for him, at this very critical: 
conjundure, the maftcr of a Trankey, bound to Bajfora, applied to him 
for a pafs ; the Turkijh captains feconded the requeft, the pafs was granted,: 
and an order was fent with it to the commanding officer for the immediate: 
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1758. return of the cruizers. In two or three days they appeared, to the no frtdl 
joy of the Baron. And now, the 27 /r^j, who before were prevented from 
failing by what they thought prudential reafons, were to their inexpreflible 
furprizc, compelled to (lay by force. The hoftilities committed by the two 
cruizers at the mouth of the river, had given the government at Bajfora the 
inoft fenfible alarm ; but how greatly was it increaled, when the news arrived 
of the Baron's having detained the two rich Ihips, which they had been 
anxioufly expediing from Surat ! They immediately wrote to him, offering 
to pay back the 100,000 rupees, and in all other refpefts to come to an 
amicable accommodation. The terms were readily accepted of, the money 
v/as paid, and the government of Bajfcra., and the Baron (who generoufly 
rcimburfed Mynheer ^^**^*****^* and the Banian their fhare), have continued 
Qjn a friendly footing ever fince. 

Having circumftantially given the particulars of the Baron\ hiftofy rela- 
tive to his firft fettling at Karec^ 1 fhall fubjoin a defeription of the ftate of 
diat little iQand, at the time of our arrival. The fort is a fquare, built 
of ftonc, with four baftions, each of which hath eight guns mounted upon 
it i fix of thefe were in the two faces, and the others were fo contrived as to 
flank the two curtains. Before the gate, facing the lea, was a battery or 
ravelin, with twelve guns mounted, from fix to eighteen pounders. There 
were alfo thirty or forty more of various fizes lying upon the ground, for 
want of carriages. This irregularity in the weight of cannon, was owing to 
the Baron's being obliged to get them as he could from different (hips, and 
at feveral times. An efplanade alfo extended itfclf about 200 yards, be- 
yond which, they had juft finillicd fome houfes for Europeans to dwell in, 
and a wall, which joined to thofe houfes. This wall, it was defigned, 
Ihould hereafter be continued from fca to fea, as a fccurity to the fort and 
the inhabitants within. It ran nearly north-weft and foiuh-eaft. — Tlie fort 
was garrifoned with an hundred European foldiers. There was alfo a trian- 
gular baftion at the north-weft end of the ifland, mounted with fix guns ; 
two of thefe pointed towards the fea, two to the fhore, and the other two were 
to flank the intended curtain-wall of the town. About mid-way between 
this north weft point and the fort, there was a fmall pier-head of ftonc- 
work, defigned to proteft a little haven, whither all the irankeys^ GaUivatSy 
and Feluccas run, when the fouth wind blows hard, and where they lay in 
perfect fecurity. In this haven we faw two or three armed GallivatSy with 
fix of eight carriage guns, which is fuperior to any force the Turks or their 
neighbours have in thefe feas. Upon the whole, the Barcn had made a 
furprizing progrefs for the little time he had been upon the ifland, and it 
plainly appeared to us, that he intended to make it a very ftrong and 
wealthy place. 

In the middle of this ifland, arc very high hills, -which abound with a 
variety of fhclls. Some fragments torn from their fides, gave us an op- 
portunity of discovering feveral yards under the furface, an aftonifhing 
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quantity of oyftcr, fcallop, cockle, lamprey, barnicle, and other (hells. 
The common tree here, is the Banian ; but none of the limbs yield thofe 
luxuriant (hoots which go downwards, and fix themfelves in the ground, as 
at Gombroon, and Fort St. David . — The lavender-cotton (hrub is found here 
in great plenty. Here are alfo partridges, wild pidgeons, wood-peckers, 
many kinds of fmall birds, befides gulls, i^c. near the fca. 

Pearl oyllers have been found near this ifland, but as they lie in conlider- 
able depths, not lefs than 13 or 14 fathom water, the divers (who were not 
very expert at the bufinefs) had not met with much fuccefs, at the time we 
were there. Some pearls of confiderable value however had been found, 
particularly one, very handfome and large, which the Baron was fo polite 
as to prefent to Mr. Doidge. It had a Lufus Natural upon it, (trongly rc- 
fembling the face of a human foetus in the early months of pregnancy. 

The Baron was very inquifitive about the diving-bell, and fomc other 
late difcoveries made in England, for enabling men to keep a long while 
under water -, and defired Mr. Doidge to think of him on this article. He 
gave me alfo a commiflion to buy, and fend him out from England the 
following books and inftruments, viz. 

Didfionnaire de Bayle 1 

Moreri j- Dernicrc edition. 

OeconomiqueJ 

Cours de la fcience Militaire par Bardette de Villeneuvc. 

Oeuvres de Voltaire ~ 

Boileau 

Regnard 

Requicr 

Vertot 

L’Hiftoire d’Angletcrre par Rapin. 

L’Hiftoire de France qu’on Jugera la meilleure. 

Lettres de Guy Patin. 

Oeuvres de Cyrano de Bergerac. 

Toutes fortes de Voyages particuliers, entre autres d’Ethiopie, d’AbylTinie, 
& Nubie. 

Memoires et Voyages du Chevalier d’Ervieux. 

I'outes fortes de Memoires inftruftives, ou amufantes. 

Toutes les Oeuvres du Marquis d’Argens. 

Hiftoirc Generale des Voyages in 4to les 12 tomes, & ceux qui 
fuivent. 

LaMothe le Vayer. 

Anecdotes de la Cour de Philippe Augufte*, & autres de £ette forte. 

Lettres edifiantes & curieufes. 

Defeription de I’Amerique par le Pere Labat. 

Defeription d’Afrique. 

Toutes 
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To^tcs fortes de Romans bicn ecrits, foit Frahfois, folt AtigToIs traiiuifs 
cn Frari 0 M. 

Don Quichotte, et toutes ks Oeuvres de Cervantps. 

Diftioniiaire Franjois et Anjglois et Anglots ct Fran9ois j »\(e'c une bonne 
Grammaire. 

Quelques bons et noiiveaux Livres fur rArtlllcrie, la Fortification, ct 
Attaques des Places •, de memc fur la Marine, et la Conftruftion desVailTeaux. 

Ditto, Sur rArchiceOlure, ct les Meciianiques, et Phifique cxpcrimcntalc j 
enfin, tous les Livres que vous jugerez m’etre utiles. 


The above catalogue is exaftly copied from the Ram’s original com- 
tniflion, and bferted as a Ipecimen of that gentleman’s ingenuity and turn, 
of mind. He was plcafed afterwards to add to the catalogue feveral me- 
chanical inUruments ; as Captain T ovty’s new inftrument for levelling can- 
jion> and anjr other invption for the bomb., Any new-invented optical 
laftruments, being improvements oh, the telefco^e, microscope, or common 
eye-glafs. And fuch other ihRrumphts as tended to illuftrate any art or* 
fcicnce, or could be of fervicc to him in his new fettlemcnt. 

Thefc feveral articles were to be fent to Kim by one of our Jndia Ihips, or 
by fome veffel bound to Scanderoon and from thence to be fent to AleppOy 
configned to the care of the Englifi or Dutch conful at that place. On my 
arrival in Londen, this commidion of the worthy Betren^ was punftually exe- 
cuted, and difeharged out of a fum of money, which he had advanced to 
Mr. Doidge. 


Not far from Grene is an ifland called Burten or Babarett, where at certain 
known depths, divers go down to the bottom of the fca, and come up again 
with their veffels filled with frefli water. The faft is indifputable ; 1 had it 
from the Baron, and feveral Arabian merchants who lived near the ifland 
confirmed the truth of it. The frcih water is found in holes or little natu- 
ral wells, fome fathoms below the furface of the fea. The Arabs have 
certain marks on the ifland, to teach them where to dive for the frefh water 
holes. One of the merchants alfured us, that he himfelf difeovered a 
fpring upon the Ihore, ferving one of thefe wells i that he put a bit 
of a heavy flick into it, and in two or three days afterwards, a diver 
brought it to him from the bottom of one of the holes. It is worthy of 
remark alfo, that through all the Per/tan gulph, the fpring water of the 
iflands is much better than that which is found upon the continent*, and 
the water neareft the fca in the iflands, has greatly the advantage over that 
which is found in the middle parts. This obfervation of the inferiority of 
the water upon the continent, holds good however, only refpedring that 
part of it which is near the fea for about 1 2 miles up the country, both 
on the Perftan and Arabian fide of the gulph, the water is very gOM. 
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In the dlftrift of Dedejht near Behaimt in the province of Pegfoai (or * 758 . 
Cokelam) in Perjta, is a black Bitumen^ extrafted from a rock, which '~~v— 
is looked upon as a fpecific in reuniting fraftured bones. The B^ron gave me 
two little caniliers of it; and the diredkions I received for ufing it, were, 

“ Take half a drachm of the Bitumen, and melt it over the fire, mixed 
with an ounce of oil: when thefe are well incorporated, rub the broken 
part with them quite warm, and in all other refpcdls treat the fradtu re ac- 
cording to the common rules of furgerjr. The patient is alfo to take a pill 
of it inwardly three or four times a day.” Mr. Alves, an Englijh furgeon, 
had made ufe of it in a cafe where both thighs were fradkured, and alTured 
the Baron that no fever came on during the whole time of the cure. Another 
perfon aflured the Baron, that having once applied it to the broken leg of a 
fowl, it was able to walk in twenty-four hours, The rock yielding this 
Bitumen had formerly a guard placed over it, and a very confidcrable profit 
arofe therefrom to the governor of the province; but fince the kingdom of 
Perjia has been rent in pieces by civil wars, it is fuppofed that this guard 
has been withdrawn, for feveral poor Perfians, who fled for protefkion to 
Karec, brought a little of this pitch along with them, and offered it in fale 
to the Baron. That which he gave me, was a prefent to him from the go- 
vernor of the province *. 

We were greatly difappointed at the long abfence of the Felucca, which 
the Baron had fent to Grane, to bring the Sheick who was to condud us over 
the great Defert to Aleppo ; however, on the whole our time paffed away 
not unpleafantly. The mornings were generally fpent in making little excur- 
fions to different parts of the illand, and our evenings in fupping with the 
Baron at the fort. Here we met with a very agreeable and fenlible gentle- 
man, who amidft a variety of other topics, gave us the following account of 
the Arabs and Perfians. 


“ The Arabs ftill continue divided into bribes ; and out of as many 
of thefe as polTible, it will he advifable for you to feleft the men who 
are to efcort you over the Defert ; for fhould you happen to fall in with a 
body of . any of thofe particular tribes, to which the Arabs who accompany 
you belong, you may depend upon pafllng unhurt and unmolcfted ; or if 
you meet with any of their fcouting parties, and can prevail only on one 
of them to enter your tents, drink of your coffee, cat rice, or any thing 
befides, you will then be fafe from any infult either by them or their 
brethren ; it being an invariable maxim with them, “ never to moleft 
thofe Jtr angers they have once eaten and drank withf looking upon it then as 
a breach of hofpitality, and confcquently as a molt enormous crime. Should 
any of theirout-lying detachments accidentally fall in with you, and inlteadof 


• Sir John Chnrdin in the fecond volume of his travels has given .an exaft and ample ac- 
count of this medicine. 
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I75S. Cflteiini; your trnts, and partaking of your entertainment, hurry back to 
— V— ^ their main body to communicate the pleafin^ intedi^nce ; even in this caie, 
tf one of your party can make greater haflhe than they, and join the 
body RrUty throw himfcif at the S^Vi’sfeet, and demand proiedion, yo^ 
may reft aflured of your livOs and property : for another ftablc maxim with 
them is, that “ wbe/eever j/hatl^fiy to the fowerfuU and humbly iwjtiore affiftance, 
has 4 right to receive it" This point they carry fo far, that were the 
mvirdereT of the Sheick's father, fon, or brother, to be the perfon fo pe- 
titioning, he would not be refufed. And what is ftHl more extraordinary, 
this aft of mercy is fure to take place, althou^ the fopplicant may not 
be abte to g« quite up to the perfon of the Sheitk. ff he is only fo near 
him, as to be capable of throwing a ftick to, or beyond the fpot of 
ground where he happens to be, this circumftance fccurcs him from all 
danger. 

Bui though the Arabs are thus fcnapulous in regard to the rights of hof- 
pitality, yet in other inftances they will be found to equivocate as well 
as their neighbours. The moft eflfcftual way to bind tliem is by a 
particular oath of theirs, called the Tallauck the penalty of a non-per- 
formance of which is, that the perjured perfon Ihall pan with all his wives, 
and never cohabit with them again, until they have been proftituted to other 
men. The infanry and inconvenience arifing from hence, is efteemed fo 
very great, that you fddom, if ever, hear of this facred obligation being 
broken. The wife, that has the greateft power in a family, is foe, who by 
the corvfent of the parents of both parties, was firft married to the young 
man i foe is eariy taPu^ the art of cookery, and takes the lead of all the 
other wives in that refpeft ; foe has alfo the chief management of his do- 
Bieftic afoiirs 5 -nor can he ever part with her, bat with tbeutmoft difficulty 
and inconvenience.” 

The money ufed by the Arabs, are the Perjtan and Indian Rupees. In- 
oue town in Arabia Felix, the government coins a piece of iilver fomewhat 
of the (hape of an horfofooe •, fifteen of thefc amount to a Rupee. The 
Iniim Rupee is worth forty-fix Marmoodas, the Perjian h valued only at forty-^ 
five. 

The charafter which this gentleman gave us of the Perjians alfo was by noj 
means likely to prejudice us in their favour. He reprefented them as “ a. 
deceitful, treacherous people •, faithlefs in their dealings, and fo addifted to 
all the little arts of guile end falfohood, that a man muft be credulous to a 
great degree, to believe them even upon their oaths. Should one of that na- 
tion fwear (according to the Perjian mode) that he will perform a certain 
aft, on the penalty, we will fuppofe, of his fon Hoffein being difoonoured, 
by his wife ; upon being detefted of failing in his engagement, and re- 
proached with the difoonour which is done to his family by his perjury, 
3 he 
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he will only laugh and fay, that he took that oath at the expence of another lygl. 
HoJfHn, not of his Ton, nor of any one of that name, for whom he had the 
lead affeftion. A Perjian is not limited in the number of his wives : he 
may marry them for a certain time, and at the expiration of that period put 
them away if he plcafes, taking care however to perform his marriage con- 
traft, which always fecures to the woman a return of whatever money or 
goods flie brought with her, in cafe of a divorce.” 

In Gombroon if a woman ihall be difeovered to have committed adultery, 
the hufband of that woman is obliged to pay a fine to the governor, if 
able i if not, the wife is taken from him by the officers of jullice, and fent 
to a common ftew, there to remain, ’till fhe has by a repetition of the 
fame crime, earned as much money, as will difeharge the hne : after this 
ihe is returned to her hufband again, who may keep her or not, as he 
thinks proper. If he chulcs to part with her, he muft exaftly fulfil the mar^- 
riage contrad by returning the fortune he received with her. 

In a vifit we made to another gentleman of this ifland, who had the beft 
opportunities of getting at the true charafter of the late famous Thamas 
Kuli Khatiy he affured us, “ that all the hiftories yet written of him, were 
very erroneous. He was not naturally cruel j bis ambition indeed led him 
to empire, but he would have been glad to have coverned mildly. That 
though two laft years of his life were attendea with continual revolts 
among his fubje^ls, at the head of whom were his own children, yet he 
feldom put any of them to death ; the punifhment he generally inflided was 
that of putting out their eyes. Kuly Khan being once afked, why he chofe 
this method of treating his rebellious fubjefts, rather than taking away their 
lives, replied, Becaufe I would have them live on, eyelefs, as lajting monuments 
of their own villainy, and of my juftice. 

This gentleman alfo affured us, that Kuli Khan had once flattered himfelf 
with a vaft increafe of empire by a marriage with the Czarina of Mufeovy, 
and that he aftually fent an Embajfador to Peterjburgb for that purpofe ; 
though the Czarina fecretly defpifed the offer he made to her, looking back 
•with fcorn on his mean original, yet fhe took care to demean herfelf with 
much feeming refpeft upon the occafion, and expreffed herfelf highly honour- 
ed with the Shab'& propofal, but at the fame time advanced many reafons why 
fhe could not poffibly comply with it. Among others, fhe did not forget 
to roention the difference of their religion. Soon after the return of his 
embaffador, the Perjian monarch converfed often with the fathers of the 
three convents at Ifpahan ; feemed very defirous of being inflruflcd in the 
fundamentals of their religion, liftened to them with great attention, and 
threw out hints of his becoming a Chrifiian. He ordered alfo thefe fathers 
to let about a tranflation of the New Teftament into the Perjian language for 
his own immediate ul^ which they had very near finifhed, when his life 

F f 2 was 
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f 758 « was put an end to by four of his own generals, who have been fighting for 
the crown or throne of Fer^a ever fince- 

The firfl: competitor, Nauzir Khan, hath already been noticed as refiding 
near to Gombroon, — The fecond, Kerim Khan, is in pofleffion of Ifpahan, and 
has an army of thirty thoufand men under his command. — The third is 
Hajfein Khan, who poflefles the northern parts of the kingdom, and at the 
time we were at Gombroon, was faid to be marching from the provinces near 
the Cafpian fea with a great body of forces towards Ifpahan ; and that he 
carried with him a prince of the female line of the great Shah Abbas, in 
whofe name he founded his pretenlions. — The fourth is Achmet or Mamet 
Shah, governor of the Afghan ox Py tan country j his views were faid to 
be confined to the keeping pofleflion of that province only, which borders 
on the territories of the Great Mogul. During our ftay at Karee, we re-i 
ceived advice, that Haffein Khan had obtained a fuperiority over all his rivals; . 
that his troops were more numerous, and better difeiplined than theirs ; and 
that his carrying with him a prince of the royal blood had confiderably m- 
creafed the number of his partifans, and given him at lead a (hew of better 
prctenfions to the crown. 

Mamet Khan or Shah, the chief of the Afghans, according to thefe ad- 
vices, had juft before gained a confidcrable, tho’ not a decifivc viftory over 
Kerim Khan. We were now alfo given to underftand, that Nauzir Khan, in. 
the neighbourhood of Gombroon was become of fo little confequence, as not 
to be thought worthy of being ranked among the competitors for the crown 
of Perfia. So that at this time the four claimants were reduced to* 
three. 

To the fame gentleman who furnilhed ns with the account of the 
nations bordering on the Perftan gulph, we were alfo obliged for the 
following anecdotes relative to a late malfacre in Batavia, the chief 
aftors of which furpaffed either Arabs or Perfians, in diflimulation and 
cruelty. 

As all kinds of grain were fcarce at Ceylon, and’ as all the lettlementS ’ 
in India were chiefly fupplied with wheat and rice from Bengal and the 
Malabar coiA., it was propofed in the council tit Batavia, that a confi- 
derable number of Chinefe fliould be forcibly taken from the ifland of Java,. 
and tranfported to Ceylon, in order to cultivate the lands, which thereby 
would be fure to produce great quantities of grain. This motion' met with 
violent oppofition, and was almoft unanimoufly rejeifted.; feveral alledging 
that it was the height of cruelty and injuftice to force the Chinefe, who were 
a free people, into flavery ; and fome threw out hints that there ought to be 
methods taken to make their aft’airs better rather than worfe. Elated with what 
paired in the council, the Chinefe took great liberties, fpake freely of their real 

or 
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or pretended hardfliips, and at laft went fo far as to ihfult, and commit 

fevcral robberies. A council was prefently fummoned to remedy thefe ■ L 

evils ; when, after much debate, it was at laft refolved, that all the va- 
grant- Cbinefe Ihould be feized and fent to Ceylon \ but the officer, who 
put this order in^ execution, made a fatal miftake, for inftead of con- 
fining himfelf to vagrants, he impri Toned feveral of the principal planters 
and merchants. During their confinement, many of their fervants com- 
mitted great thefts, and did them confiderable damage in plundering their 
eftates.. No fooner however were they fet at liberty, but the fervants, appre- 
henfive of their mafters difpleafure, ran into the mountains, where they 
committed great diforders among the native iflanders, who came to a pitched 
battle with them, and beat them back to the Dutch territories. Upon their 
return, the ring-leaders were punifhed, and affairs were once more put 
upon a- tolerable good footing. The Dutch council then thought it nccef- 
fary to make a new law, by which all the Chinefe were forbidden to have a 
light in their houfes after eight o’clock in the evening. This was a 
moft fenfible mortification to people, who had ever been accuftomed 
to fpend their evenings in the greateft feftivity; and in fpite of this 
reftraint, they came to a refolution of continuing their meetings, and 
of increafing their mutual intercourfe with one another. For this pur- 
pofe, they broke down their partition-walls, threw fcveral houfes into 
one, and kept up their fpirits as well as men could do who were without 
light. 

The Dutch were greatly alarmed at this behaviour of the Chinefe-, 
they affembled in council, and orders were prefently iffued for all the 
feamen belonging to the fhips in the port, to come afliore, to be 
ftationed in the marine yard, where they were locked up every even- 
ing, in order to keep the Chinefe in awe, and to aft as occafion might 
require. One night, cither through carelefsnels or dcfign, the gate of the 
marine yard was left open ; the Tailors foon difeovered it, and, enraged 
with being kept fo long confined, they broke loofe like fo many wild 
beafts, and roamed all over the city, maffacring every man, woman, and 
child, they met with, to the number of forty thoufand. 

The news of this dreadful feene was foon brought to the general ■, but 
alas ! no remedy was' -to be found ! Prefently after, an officer was dilpatched 
to him in all hafte from the prifon (in which were kept fifteen hundred 
Chinefe, defigned to be tranfported to Ceylon) acquainting him, that the pri- 
foners were in an uproar, that without immediate affiftance he fliould not 
be able to keep them under, but tl)ey would break out and put to death 
all that came in their way,, and that little or no refiftance could be made to 
fo large a body of men, confidering how the Dutch feamen and foldiers 
were difperfed through the feveral quarters of the town. In anfwer to 
this, the general is faid to have replied, “ Jf that he redly the cafe, the 
^ prifoners 
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1758. prifoum ought to le cut off.^ Thh was a fufikimt hint to the ofiker, 
who took care to fee the bloody aft perpetrated without delay. Nothing 
more chan giving the ebove anfwcr, could ever be proved againft the ge- 
jtersl, though he afterwards was accufed of bcing^the principal after in this 
horrid butchery, and was accordingly removed from his government, and 
amprilbncid, till death fet him free. 

On Friday the 14th of April, to oar great fattsfaftion, the Felucca returned 
from Grant, and brought the long-expeftcd Arab. He behaved very com- 
plaifantly, alTuring us of his belt afTiftancc, and how ready he was to accom* 
pany us to Aleppo. He thought it his duty however, he faid, to acquaint 
tis, that if we undercook our journey at this time, we fliould run great 
rifk of being infulted by the tribe of a powerful neighbouring Sheick*^ 
who having a quarrel among tbemfclves, were under no fort of regulation : 
that two perfons had been lately attacked by them, one of whom, well 
known by the Baron, was mortally wounded. He added, that this day 
was the feventh of the Moon, and by letters received from different places 
it appeared, that the great Caravan for Aleppo would be near Grane on 
the twentieth, when the camels from this laft place were to join it ; that if 
we chofc to travel in company with them, we might do it with much more 
fafety and convenience, than in a fmaller party v that the Caravan would be 
only thirty days in going from Grane to Aleppo, and would confift of 
five thoufand camels and a thoufand men. The whole of this intelligence 
was of too pleafing a nature to admit of our continuing long in fufpence j 
we unanimoudy agreed to join the Caravan. The SbeickktmtA delighted 
with our determination, and advifed us to leave Karec on the fifteenth, that 
we might get to Grane in proper time} affuring us, that he himfelf would 
return back to Grane in a day or two, to get the camels, Ijdc. ready for our 
ufe. 

The Baron, after confulting with the Arab, determined that our baggage 
fhould confift of the following articles. One Bengal tent, two Arabian tents, 
x% Arabian bafkets, which, one with another, holds about 24 quart bottles. 
They were to contain 72 bottles of Madura wine, 58 of claret, 54 of Mango 
fhrub, 15 oi Arrack, 15 of cyder, 240 pounds of bifeuit or rufk, 6 hams, 
30 neats tongues, 27 pieces of Ihip beef, i chefhirc cheefe, 32 pounds of 
butter, 2 fmall jars of pickled Sardinias, 3 quart bottles of oil, 5 of 
vinegar, 2 bottles of muftard, 2 bottles of. powdered pepper, 20 pounds 
of powdered fugar, 8 pounds of powdered fugar-candy, 12 quart bottles 
of common fyrup clarified with whites of eggs, 28 pounds of onbns, 

* The Shtick alinded to lives near Gram, and is the moft powerful of all that live in the 
Dtfift, having thirty thoufand men under his command ; he receives fifty thoufand crowns 
out of the one hundred thoufand, which are yearly fent to the Arabs from the Grand Sti^wor, 
fot permitting the PUgrirn'Caremam to pafs unmolefied. 
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t2 poumh of gtoger-fepcad nuts, 30 pounds of Gmireoii dried prunes, * 755 *' 
two CattMS of tea, two of powdered coffee, one canvas portmanteau, to 
kold our linnen and clothes, and a lar^r one for our bedding. As our 
whole party confifted of eight perfons, it was agreed that each of us (fcr- 
▼ants excepted) Ihould take with him 30 Aiits of linnen, one European fuit 
of clothes, four or five pair of thin (hoes, a plain hat, an Arabian Camaline^ 
troufers, Durban and Qippers, and a Turkijh Janizary's drefs. The above 
inventory of our baggage being fixed, and rhe Baron having acquainted the 
Arab., that he intended to accommodate us with two of his own horlcs in- 
cur journey j the latter declared, that 30 camels would ftill be wanting to 
carry us, our fervants, and baggage. The Baron infifted, that a Icfs num- 
ber would be fuificient, and brought him down to twenty. It was then* 
agreed between them, it would be neceflary for us to take from Grane an 
Arab of credit, whofc feufinefs would be to fettle all points with the com- 
mander of the Caravan, to prevent infults, thefts, £jfc. 

The Baron took me afide, and told me, by what he could learn, the 
price of a camel ai and about Crane, was about thirty-five Piaftres, but 
he feared that we as travellers would be obliged to pay for the fcrvice 
only, more than the camel’s original coftv but by a calculation he had made, 
he thought he flwuld be able to agree with the Sheick, to provide us 
with camels, and all other neceffaries, for about a thoufand or eleven 
hundred Piaftres *. I took upon me to anfwcr for my brother travellers, 
that we fhould not have the lead objeftion to this fum, and defired the Baron 
to fettle matters with the Arab upon this footing. 

The affair, agreeable to the Arabian cuffom, was negotiated between them 
by the mediation of a third perfon ; the Baron and the Sbeick having no 
immediate intercourfe with each other. A great deal of pompous folem- 
nity fat on tlie face of the Arab, who treated this bufinefs as a matter of the 
otmoft confequence, and by figns .upon bis fingers, made a demand of two 
thoufand Piaftres. The Baron in return offered one thoufand, and the affair 
was thus debated by figns from the parties, and ferioas whifperings from 
t*he mediator, for full half an hour •, when they parted rather abruptly, the 
Baron being greatly difplcafed with the intended impofition of the Arab. 

He told us in the evening, that this exorbitant demand muft proceed from 
a report that we were exceedingly rich ; that he was furc the crafty Arab- 
(had caft a wifhful eye upon our porfes, and that nothing but this, and the 
hopes he ftill entertained of our being obliged to clofe wuh him, prevented 
his acceptance of the offer, for’the whole money would be clear gain to him •, 
as we were immediately to depofit the cafh, and the camels which he was to 
buy wirii it, would fell at Aiey^o for more chan their prime coft. The Sbeick, 

* E^ht handled piaftres nake one thoufand r^PfUf or one hundred and tweetj-five poun(is 
fterling. 
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175 ^* after the negotiation was broken off, waited upon the Barony and remon- 
ilrated after this manner. “ Tou ufe me very unkindly. Sir. Pray what are 
“ thefe travellers to you ? I and my tribe have been in friendjhip with you for 
“ a long time, and I could not have expelled that you would thus have given 
“ the preference to jlrangers." The Baron was fo much out of temper with 
him, that he returned him very little anfwer, but ordered a Felucca to be 
immediately got ready for us, that the, Arab might think we were deter- 
mined to go to Bajfora by water in order to join the Caravan there, where 
we were affured it would arrive in two days, after its leaving Crane. Our 
fervants alfo were made to believe that we Ihould certainly proceed by water, 
that the Arab, who probably would be inquilitive with them, might be 
deprived of all hope of our ever coming up to his demand. The Baron 
clofed this night’s converfation, with the following fenfible obfcrvation. 
“ In Europe perhaps it may fometimes be a proper maxim for people to dejire to be 
“ thought rich •, but in this part of the world, all fhould endeavour to be efteemed 
“ poor, for the fuppofed rich man will ever be impofed upon, and it is out of 
“ his power to prevent it. Gentlemen's fervants have alfo a peculiar vanity in 
“ exaggerating the wealth of their majitrs, and thenby often put them to an 
“ extraordinary expence." 

While things remained in iiifpenfe, as to the Arab, we took frequent op- 
portunities of vifuing our feveral friends upon the idand, particularly Mr. 
and Mrs. Bofman, in whofe gardens we palTed fome hours very agreeably, 
and fmoked the Calloon and Kerim Can *, pipes which are ufed by the gentle- 
men here, in the fame manner as the Hooka is in Bengal. The common 
people on Karec, like thofe in India, fmoke the Hubble-Bubble, which is 
made of a Cocoa-nut fliell, and a Bamboo joint. In all thefe pipes the fmoke 
pafles through water before it enters the mouth, and is thereby very cool. 
The tobacco of Perfm too is of a mild kind, which being conveyed in great 
quantities to India, is there made into a pafte with fugar, feented ingre- 
dients, and rofe-water, and thus fmoking is made agree^le to perfons, who 
otherwife would diflike it. The Hooka (the form of which is not inelegantly 
fhewn in the annexed plate) is conftruded upon the fame principles as the 
Calloon, Kerim-Can, and Hubble-Bubble. It is indeed of a different lhape 
from the three laft, but will ferve to give a competent idea of all the pipes 
that are ufed throughout Afta. 

In the evening of the i6tl^, Mr. Doidge learned from Enfign Robingfon, 
that the Baron, fince the exorbitant demand of the Arab, had been exceed- 
ingly unealy, and very thoughtful upon our account. “ He wifhed (faid the 
enfign) to have facilitated your journey j but as fo much time has already 
been loll, and the whole fcheme of going by Crane is likely to prove 

• So called from a Psrfian general of that name, who invented it, or perhaps from the word 
Kerim, which in the Ptrjutn language figniiiM a horn or tube. 

“ abortive. 
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« abortive, I am very fure he would be greatly pleafcd if you fpared 1758, 
** his delicacy fo far as to make the propofal yourfelves of going by fomc <— v— * 

other route.” Mr. Rohingjon ingenuoufly added, “ that every other gen- 
tleman upon the idand was clearly of opinion, that we ought to go by 
water ta Baffora^ and he,hAd reafon to think the Baron was not to be ex- 
cepted out of this hdmbcr, however fcruputlous he might be of delivering 
his fentimeots.” He defired however that the hints which he had given 
might be kept a fccret from the Baron. Immediately, a fliort confultarion 
was held between us on our prefent lituation ; and the fame evening, with 
the general confent of the whole party, I opened to the Baron, that “ as 
fo exorbitant a fum had been demanded by the Arab, as the time of our con- 
tinuance at Crane, before the arrival of the Caravan, would alfo be very 
uncertain, as well as difagreeable, and as from what had palled, it was very 
probable we might ftill be fubjefted to farther impofition j I therefore 
fubmitted to him, whether he did not think our failing to Bajfora, the 
moft eligible route.” The Baron feemed greatly pleafed with the propofal, 
and adopted it without any hefuation. He was fo obliging as ftill to infift 
on our acceptance of the two horfes, he had intended for our ufe, and pro- 
pofed lending them with our baggage, and one of our fervants, in a T ranker 
to Bajfora-, we were to follow in one of his armed Gallivats. This night’s 
converfation ended, in our making him moft hearty acknowledgments for 
the whole of his friendly and polite behaviour towards us •, and in hts 
giving the ftrongeft aflRiiances or the carneft defire he had of contributing 
to our cafe and fatisfaflion. 

The next morning a boat arrived from Bajfora, with a letter from Mr. 

Shaw, addrefled to Mr. Doidge : the following is an extraeft. “ I flattered 

“ myfelf that I fhould have had the fatisfadion of your company, for a 
“ few days at leaft at Bajfora *, but from the doubtful manner in which yod 
“ wrote laft, I know not whether I may now expeft that pleafure. I pre- 
“ fume your intentions may to proceed over the Defer t by the way of 
“ Crane-, which doubtlefs will be more expeditious, though in my humble 
“ opinion not fo fecure, as by the way of Baghdad. Befidcs, a Caravan is 
“ to fet out from this laft place in thirty-five or forty days, diredly over the 
“ Defer t for Aleppo. It is certain allb, that the Defert is not fafe at prefent 
“ without a Caravan or fomc proper efcort, for yefterday I had advices from 
“ Baghdad, that an Englijh gentleman, one Barton, coming poft from Aleppo 
“ to this place with a few camels, was plundered fome days ago by the 
“ roving Arabs, who have of late in particular, greatly infefted the Defert ; 

“ and you mull have heard at Bombay, that one Captain Ivers, going hence 

“ to Aleppo, in September laft, was in like manner plundered.” 

The tenor of this letter confirmed us ftill more in the refolution we 

had taken of proceeding by the way of Bajfora. So that on Wednefday the 

a^th, we embarked our baggage, and the two horfes the Baron had given 
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1755 * them in the Trankey^ Benjamin Jenkins^ who alfo carried an 

anlvver from his maitcr to Mr. Shaw's letter. 

The next day about three in the afternoon, we all went on board the 
Gallival^ comindindt:^ by Mynheer Binkey^ bound to Bajforn. We were ac- 
companied down to the water fide by the * Baron himfelf. Mynheers Bof- 
man^ Rohingfon^ 7y//;>, and NichoU^ who did not quit the fliore, till our 
veflel was at a confiderable diftance from the ifiand. The wind was nearly 
north-weft v^hen we firft put to fea, but in the evening it came to the fouth- 
ward, and carried us along very pleafantly at the rate of^ about five or fix 
miles an hour: But in the morning of the 21ft it began to blow hard,, 
and in the evening the gale increafed fo much, that we were forced out of 
the proper channel for Ba£'ora river. This obliged us to come to an anchor; 
we dropt two from the bow, yet the veficl drove ; we then let go a third 
from the ftarboard quarter, which brought her up, and we rode fafely till the 
next morning, when, to our great fatisfadfion, the wind abated, iht Galliv at 
having frequently in the night ftriick the ground. About fix we weighed 
our anchors, and with a gale ftill from thefouth, ftood into the mid-channel 
of the river, having cn our left, the ifiand, on which are the ruins of old 
Bajfora, Thefe ruins extend eight or ten miles. An almoft innumerable 
quantity of black, withered flumps of date trees, ftill remain, and reach 
for fome miles to the fouthward and northward of the ruined city. We 
pafled this day very agreeably ; for on both fides of the river quite up to 
Bajfora^ are date and apricot trees, regularly planted, and the foil yields 
one continued verdure, a fight as uncommon in this parr of the world, as 
jr is beautil’ul. from the fiirouds of our little vcflll however, at a few 
miles diflance beyond this delightful feene, we could plainly difeover a fpo- 
cinien of what wc were to expeft in our journey, over the dreary Defert 
of Arabia, 

In our pafTage up the river, w^e faw feveral people crofTing it in bafket- 
boats otliers on large bladders or fkins filled with air. The bafket-boats 
are of a circular form, generally from eight to fixtecn feet in diameter. 
Their depth is about three feet, the bottoms flat, which, as well as their 
oiitfides, arc covered with a kind of pitch. They are very conveniei^r, will 
carry a great number of pafl'engers, and are as eafily pufhed through the 
mud when there is no depth of water, as over it when there is. The 

* Baron Kniphau/en, fince our leaving Karec, has quitted the Dutch fervice, and I am told 
that the Sheick of liundaiick is again in poirertion of the ifiand. O^r fcttlement at Gumbrooti 
was taken from us by ilic French in the year ly^g, and our affairs have not been profperous 
liiice that event, if at all iLinilated in that part of the world. Is hot then the ifle of Karec, 
as well upon the account of it’s fitiiation for trade, as for it’s pearl-fUhery, an obje(5l worthy 
of our Fuji India company’s confidcration it is about live miles in length, and two in 
breadth, lies nearly in mid-channel between the Pcrjian and /Arabian fhores, about f'eveti 
leagues from each, and about 30 leagues from the mouth of BaJ/bra river, where all fliips bouud 
io that place mult call for pilots. 
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larged require only two men to manage them s the other fort but one. '175S. 
The river in fome places is a mile over; in others much Icfs. From it’s ‘ - — 
mouth quite up to Bajfora, is about a hundred Englijh miles. 

A little before we reached the city, we pafled on bur left, the French 
merchant fliip, mentioned in Mr. Shaw's fird letter ; and abread of the 
town, lay the Brijlol Frigate^ with her jack, enfign, and pendant. At a 
little diftance from her, we had the pleafure to difcover our 'Frankey^ 
in which were the horfes and baggage, (he had gotten up about an hour 
before. us; and at four o’clock in the afternoon, we happily came to an 
anchor off the city of Bajora^ and faluted the Captain Pajha with eleven 
guns. 
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Defcription of Bafibra and the country adjacent, — Account of Mr, Barton’s leing 
JirJt plundered^ and afterwards humanely treated hy the Arabs. — Monfieur 
Perdria, the French refidmt,, and the officers of the Briftol Frigate, the 
author and his companions a vijit, — More occurrences at BalTora. — We em- 
hark on board a yacht lent us hy Mr, Shaw. — Paffage up the Euphrates to 
Coma, Cota, and Semava.- — Infolent behaviour of the Chocarda* 

T H E city of Bajfora^ where we arrived on the 22d of Aprif lies in the 1 7 

latitude of 30" 3' north, and is fituated three miles on the weft fide of * - 

tht EuphrateSyjxn AJiatic Turky : it is large, and popiilotis, about Bas.sora^ 
12 miles in circumference, and contains between fixty and feventy choufand Saturday,, 
inhabitants. The houfes are all built of mud, and bricks dried in the fun, 
as is the wall of the city, which is defended by turrets at proper diftances 
from each other. It was befiegcd by Obamas Kuli Khan, but without fuc- 
cefs. The ftreets in general are very narrow, and ftink abominably, owing 
to their taking no care to carry off the dirt and filch, tho’ a creek very con- 
^Vycnient for that purpofe runs by the fide of the city. Much trade is carried 
on here, through a navigable canal which is cut into the river-, there is a 
4 aily intcrcourfc with Baghdad by water,, on the two great rivers, Euphrates 

4. and - 
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1758. and 'Typis. Tiic -nroft figHtly edifice here, K^t Caravanferah ; which is large, 
covered in at the top, full of Ihops with different kinds of merchandife, and 
at one of the ends is a good market, well furniflied with all forts of meat, 
t except pork i the mutton you buy here is excellent. Nothing can be ima- 
gined pleufanter than the face of- the country juft round the city: large 
vineyards interfperfed with rofe-trees, fields of corn fcattered up and down, 
and a view of the river at the fame^time, form a pifturcfque and delightful 
, landfcape. 

' In about two hours after our arrival, we waited upon Mr. Shaw^ the Eaji 
'India company’s rcfident,' who received us with the greateft politenefs and 
liofpitality, and provided lodgings for us under his own roof. We pafTed 
the evening in company with Mr. Pumel^ and three or four Italian mer- 
chants. The beft method of travelling to Aleppo ^ was the principal fubjett 
of our converfation ; they were unanimous in advifing us to continue 
our journey by water to Baghdad., and then join rhe Caravan, which was to 
fet off from that place. We accordingly adopted this fcheme, as being Icfs 
: hazardous and fatiguing than the route we had before propofeii. Mr. Bar- 
ton all'o (the Englijb gentleman mentioned in Mr. Shaw’s letter to have been 
plundered by the Arabs) joined the company, and gave us a very full and 
: plcafing account of public affairs in Europe. 

This gentleman (Mr. Barton) had it feems a few years before, acquired 
a handfomc fortune in the Eajl Indies, with which he returned 10 England, 
fettled at fome diftance from London in the charafter of a country gentle- 
man, and ferved the office of high Iheriff for the county in which he lived. 
Being ncccflitated however to return to India to fettle lome affairs, he had 
the courage to fit out a fmall Folkjlone cutter, in which he afiually fet lail 
from England for the Eaft Indies ; but before he had been many days at lea, llie 
was (luckily perhaps for himfelf and his little crew) taken by a French priva- 
teer, and carried into Vigo. P'rom hence he got a paffage to Leghorn, taking his 
fon with him, who had alfo embarked in the fame dangerous enterprizc for 
the EaJl Indies. At Leghorn they took fitip again, and got fate to Scan- 
deroon. Here, he was fo impatient to get forward on his journey, tiiat he 
would not wait for the Caravan, but fet out for Aleppo, attended only by 
his fon, a country-fervant, and a few camels. His fpirit was too adlive 
to endure the flow march of thefc animals; he therefore frequently made 
cxcurfions on the road before them, but one day while walking on foot 
and alone, he was attacked by a few Arabs, who robbed him of every thing 
he had about him. This obliged him to wait for the coming up of his 
dittle company, and with them he travelled on without any other accident 
to Aleppo. Here, he was in the fame hurry for proceeding on his journey, 
nor could the whole faftory prevail upon him to wait only a fortnight or 
three weeks for the fetting out of a large Caravan for Baghd^ zodt 
.Be^ra. 
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He accordingly began this fecond hazardous expedition with only two or 17/^8. 
three camels, and the fame coiintry-lervant, leaving his Ton beliind ac Aleppo^ « 
with orders to follow him, by the firft convenient opportunity. For a tew 
days, he and his man went on uninterrupted over the Defert. At length five 
or fix hundred Arabs difeovered them i but upon their coming nigh, Mr. 

Barton drew out a brace of piftols which he carried in his belr, and prefented 
them lit i\\t Arabs : aftonifhed at his itfhnefs, they made a (land, but at 
the fame time ordered him to throw down his arms. His fervant alfo per- 
fuaded him to comply, but all in vain ; he ftill held his cocked piftols to- 
wards the Arabs^ and with a determined look, and high-toned voice, de- 
clared he would kill fome of them, if they dared to approach any nearer. 

By degrees they furrounded him, and with a blow on the head he was brought 
to the ground, and his piftols taken from him : the Arabs now in their 
turn prefented tliefe weapons to his breaft, and told him that he deferved to 
be put to death •, but they fatisfied themfelves with ftripping him quite 
naked, and leaving the fervant a jacket and breeches, but not a drop of 
w ater, or morfel of provifion for cither. 

Mr. Barton^ after the enemy rode off, accepted the breeches which his 
fervant offered to him, and they both fet out bare-footed (their camels alio 
having been taken from them) in the track for Baghdad. After having 
paffed two days and nights without meeting with any other fupport than the 
"■Truffles of the Defers^ that happened then to be jn feafon, and which they 
found in great plenty, they fortunately fell in with another tribe of Arahs^ 
to whofe ^heick they told their melancholy tale, and implored his alliftance. 

'.rhe Shcick was touched v/ith the relation of their diftrefs, and afforded them 
every help in his power; his own wives miniftred unto them, anointed 
their feet, brought them milk, and every other neceflary. As loon as 
iliey were luiEcieiuly recovered .to let forward, the fon of the Sheick efcorred 
them io far, as to put them under the proteftion of another Sheick^ by 
whom they were entertained in the like hofpitablc manner, and diimiffed 
with other guards and paffports *, nor did they want friends as long as their 
journey lafted, each tribe feeing them fafely lodged with it’s next neigh- 
bour, until they had delivered them into the hands of our countrymen at 
Baghdad, 

From that city, M-r. Barton was carried in the PaJlja'% galley down the 
Tygris to Coma,, and from thence to Bajfora^ where wc met with him. He 
was at that time clothed like a poor without lliirc or ftockings ; 

his beard was grown to an uncommon length ; and he declared that he 
would indulge himfelf in few of the comforts, mucii lefs in the elegancies 
of life, till he arrived fafely at Calcutta^ the place of his deftinarion. 

This morning we were complimented with a vifit from Monfieur Perdria ^ 3 * 
the French refident, Monfieur Rivage the captain of the Brijlol Frigate,^ and 
two of his officers. Mr. Shaw invited them to dine with us, and in the 
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*758* evening we returned the compliment, and fupped with them at the country- 
houfe of Monf. Psrdria^ where we were politely and elegantly entertained. 
Monf. Rivage and his officers were prefent, fo that we made up 26 in all, 
the greateft number of European gentlemen that were known to have been 
in Bajfora at one time. 

Monday, This was Mr. Shaw’s levee day t his room was full of T'urktjh, Arabian, 
April 24. Armenian merchants. Moft of them were large-fized men, fine eyed, 
well proportioned, and of good complexions. Their principal defign in 
coming at this time, was to pay their compliments to us. Here alfo we had 
an opportunity of convcrfing with feveral Padrees or miffionaries, who arc 
fettled in a convent at Baffera, with a view to propagate the Chrijiian faith. 
A very odd fcheme ! fince they dare not attempt the converfion even 
of a Angle Muffulman. Thefc good men paid us feveral vifits afterwards, 
gave us many benediftions, and a letter of recommendation to the Roman 
nominal Bijhop of Babylon. 

After dinner Mr. Shaw carried us to fee a long-boat of his, which he 
had fitted up as a little yacht, and was fo obliging as to offer us the ufe 
of it to carry us as far as Hilla, in our way to Baghdad. We gladly accepted 
it, as being much more commodious than any of the country boats ; and 
Mr. Alms undertook to fit her for the voyage. We likewife hired a Sandal 
or boat for carrying our baggage and the two horfes we brought with 
us from Karec, to which Mr. Shaw now added a third, as a prefent to 
Mr. Doidge. Mr. Shaw alfo laid in a very large flock of frefh provifions 
for our paflage up the river, and was fo generous as to infift, it ffiould not 
be carried to account. 

To the fame gentleman we were alfo obliged for the following direftions, 
which we thought proper to make minutes of, as neceflary for our future 

conduft.' 'iff. If, when we arrive 2.1 Aleppo, we fhall want more money 

than we have credit for from India, Mr. Shaw gives us a letter of credit 
on his correfpondent at that place ; If we fliall have occafion for lefs than 
two hundred pounds, then our bills are to be drawn in favour of Laurence 
Sullivan Efq-, in England-, but if more than that fum, then on Samuel Hough 

Efq; at Bombay, in favour of Mr. Shaw or otder. 2d. To take with us an 

inferior Turki/b officer, called a Chocarda, who is to protedl us from all 
infult, and to carry with him orders to the feveral governors of thofc places 
we touch at, to fupply us with a fufficient number of men to track, or draw 
up our veflels againft the ftream, when the wind and current fhall be un- 
favourable for failing. We are only to hire fix men at Bajjbra to track 
us up as far as Coma-, there we- are to engage twelve, and fo on, till we 
arrive at Hilla. Every time we change our men, we are to give them from- • 
fix to C\^x. Ahaffees, according to their behaviour. To Chocarda, at the 
end of our pafTage, and journey, we are to give feventy Crufe and a coat. 
— — 3d, To carry with us two letters •, one addrcfTed toAly Aga, governor of. 

Hafca,. 
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Hafcay whom we are to falutc with an even number of guns, the more the 
better, and then fend the Chocarda^ with our linguift and one of our ov/ii 
fervants to him, with our compliments and the letter, defiring to be honoured 
with his comands for Baghdad. This will probably induce him to fend us 
an invitation to come afliore, which we are by no means to refufe, but to 
wait upon him either at dinner or fupper, as he fhall appoint. We mull 
particularly remember to go in flippefs, and be very careful not to thruft 
our legs and feet out, but contrive (after the manner) to fit with 

them acrofs. Should he prefent any one of us with a veil, we are then to 
give the fervant who fliall put it on, lixty Crufe^ making at the lame 
time a proper apology for his trouble, but to take care not to give 
the money till the moment of our departure. If no veft be prefented, 
then we are to diftribute ten or twelve Crufe among the governor’s 
fervants. The other letter muft be addreffed to Choudar Aga^ governor of 
Hilla^ whom we arc to falutc with three guns, and then lend the letter by 
our Chocarda and linguift with our compliments, as before to Aly Aga. Here 
we arc to be furnifhed with horfes, camels, mules, and alfcs to carry us and 
our baggage to Baghdad^ Paying for each horfc ten Crufcy for each camel five, 
and for each mule or afs two and an half. Should the governor make us a 
compliment of paying for thefe animals himfelf, we are then to make a 
prefent of half, or fomething more than half of their value, to his fervant. 

4th. We are alfo to carry a letter addreffed to Mr. Garden at Baghdad^ 

which we are to difpatch to that gentleman from Hilla\ taking care that our 
ftay at this laft place be as fliort as poffiblc, left the fhew of our baggage 
might tempt the Arabs to endeavour to intercept us.-- — 5th. Should we be lb 
unfortunate as nor to meet with Mr. Garden at Baghdad^ we are then to 
apply to Cojee Raphael^ an Armenian^ who does Mr. Shaw'^ bufinefs tlicre, 
and he will take care to provide us with camels, Cffr. and will bargain for 
their hire to Aleppo \ which ufually is from fifteen to twenty Piajlres Riime 
of eight, five Marmoodas Baghdad currency*, or -I- of a loaded camel. Tlie 
hire of a camel to ride on, is little more than half the price of a loaded one. 
our fervants have a cuftomary ^’ight to mount the camels which carry pro- 

vifions, without our paying any thing extra upon that account. 6th. If 

we meet with Mr. Garden at Baghdad^ he is beft able to inform us of the price 

of a hired horfc to ride on to Aitppo, 7th. To remember topurchale at 

Baghdad^ two Cradles * for a camel, which will be very ufcful, fliould any 

of us be fick. 8th. Mr. Shazv will give us a letter of credit on Mr, 

Garden or Cojee Raphael (as Mr. Hough oi Bombay did before on Mr. Shaw) 
for what monies we ftiall want. If we fliould not have occafiori for the 
whole of what wc leave with Mr. Shaw^ or rather, for what we Jiavc given 
our draughts on Mr. Hough •, in that cafe, he provides us with credit upon 

Miner- Rigo^ by means of Mr. Bnmmond Aleppo, 9ih. We are now and 

then to entertain with coffee the man who provides us with camels, and tiie 

* Thefe are not much unlike our common cradles for children ; n pair of them are hung on 
a camel’s back in the fame manner as panniers on horfes in England, 
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1758. principal conduftor of the Caravan. lotli. The moft likely places for 

our baggage to be examined by the officers of the Turkijh cuftoms,, arc 

, Hilla and Baghdad. nth. In cafe the Caravan Ihould unluckily be fet out 

before we arrive at Baghdad, Mr, Shaw furniffies us with a letter to C’yee 
Raphael to defire him to apply to the Pafia for an efcort 5 and left that 
Ihould fail, we are alfo promifed a letter from the governor of Bajfera 

to the Pajlm on the fame fubjedl. 12th. When we fliall arrive within two 

days journey of Aleppo, we arc to fend a letter to Mr. Drummond the Britijh 
conful there, and acquaint him with the number of our party. This is 
euftomary, as he generally makes a point to meet his countrymen at fome 

little diftance from the city. 13th. Francifeo, a fervant hired at Bajfora, 

and who Ipcaks French, is to have fifty Piajlres at Aleppo, and a fuit of 

clothes, if he behaves well. 14th. Vertan, our fecond fervant, is to have 

fifty Piaftres at Baghdad, and a fuit of clothes at Aleppo, provided he fhall 
have deferved it : he is to have a camel’s hire for his expences in returning 
to Bajfora, but if Mr. Barton's fon fhall engage him, then the camel hire is 
QOt to be paid.. 

ACCOUNT of COINS. 

Marmoodas. Fluce, 

One Toman is — _ _ 

A Perftan Rupee is — 

A Venetian Sequin is — — 

A Bombay Rupee is — — 

One Marmooda is — 

One Denim is — — 

One Crufc is — — 

One Crufe Rume is, of Bajfora currency, 

^ Ti- n. • ^ of Baghdad ditto, 

OnePiaftrcis, - |of^ 4 /. ditto, 

One Abaflcc is — — 

One Nadercee is — — — 

One Fenduke is, of Bajfora currency. 

One ditto is, of Aleppo currency, — 

One Zirmaboob is, of Bajfora currency. 

One ditto is, of Baghdad currency, — 

April 25. To-day we were chiefly employed in fending our baggage on board,, 
and in taking leave of the reverend miffionaries, and feveral European mer- 
chants. 

April 26. This afternoon, the French refident Monf. Perdria, accompanied with 
the officers of the Frigate, came to take their leave of us, which obliged us to 
make them another vifit, and with much difficulty we got ourfelves excufed, 
from fupping with them. 
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After breakfafting with tht French refident at his country houfe, and tak- 
ing leave of French gentlemen, who were fo complaifant as to attend us 
down to.thc water’s edge, we went on board the yacht. About 8 o’clock, 
we began to track up the Euphrates^ accompanied by Meflrs. Shaw and Purnelj 
who were fo polite as to infift on going a few miles with us. They left us 
about noon, after our exchanging mutual good wiflies and compliments. 

Monf. Hemet of French extraftion, but for many years employed as inter- 
preter to the Englijh fdL&oxy at Ifpaban^ and now ruined in his circumftances 
by the civil wars carried on in Perjia^ joined us at Bajfora^ on his way to 
Baghdad^ where his family refided ; and he propofed carrying them from 
thence to Venice^ his wife’s native place. 

We found it extremely pleafant on the river, and were fo lucky as to April 28. 
have a brifle foutherly wind. At fix in the morning, we paffed by the 
ruins of an old village ; and a little afterwards faw a tomb on the Arabian 
fiiore. At feven, we were obliged to anchor, in order to wait for the coming 
up of our luggage- boat. At half pad feven weighed again, and difeovered 
a fiT\'^\\ Arab camp, in which were many fheep. The defert came up clofe 
to the river on the left-hand fide. About ten, wc palTed by the tomb 
of Meti Sahah Zemaun^ who we were told was the fon of Mahomet, He 
had been dead 1170 years, and according to the tradition of the country, 
was to appear again in a very fhort time, when he would mount on the 
back of an untamed mule in the fored, ride over the face of the whole 
earth, and be its fovercign : the tomb ftantls on the Arabian Ihore. 

At twelve, we paffed by another tomb on the fame fTde, raifed to the 
memory of Aly Eben Hajfein^ a nephew of ylly the renowned. 

Between five and fix in the afternoon, we reached the village of Coma Corn/.. 
or Sluorne *, near which place refides the chief of the Janizaries of this 
province. Coma lies betwixt the two rivers Tygris and Euphrates, By 
the defire of our Chocarda^ we faluted the Sheick of the place-, tliree 
guns only were intended, but our Lafcar gunner, willing to give more, 
primed the fourth, and fired it. At eight in the evening wc left Coma. 

Had cloudy weather with lightning to the fouthward. At half part twelve 
at night, we were obliged to come to an anchor : the weather fqually, the 
wind S. S. W. and a ftrong tide fetting to the N. E, We I’ailed thefe lad 
24 hours, about 75 miles. 

At two o’clock in the morning we made fail again, the weather becoming April 29. 
fair: at five handed the fails, and fent the Frackers on fliore. The river is 
here about five hundred yards broad. Both fhores are very pleaflint, particu- 
kirly that on our left, where is a great deal of ripe corn, which the people are 
cow gathering in : on the other fide large numbers of cattle arc grazing. Geo- 
graphers conjefture the country around hereto have been the feat of the gar- 
den of Eden j for no other reafon probably but becaufc it is pleafant, and 
lies between the Fygris and Euphrates, We obferved a company of above 60 
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Pelicans, fwimming majeftically along the river; Mr. Alms fired a ball 
among them, of which they took but little notice : we were then going 
to difcharge one of the fmall cannon loaded with flugs, but omt Cbocfrda 
telling us it would be a fin, we delifted. At eight o’clock we pafled 
by two Arab villages, and foon afterwards a large camp of Arabs. At twelve 
at noon, the latitude by obfervation was 31’ 00' north. At three we came 
to an anchor abreaft of Monfuret., an Arab village, in order to change our 
'T racktrs. 

Our Cbocarda and we have not well agreed to day. We fufped that he 
Intends to impofe on us, ftarting difficulties only to make a merit of getting 
us out of them again. He wanted us to ' falute the Shekk of this village, 
which we would not comply with ; this offended him, and he talks of 
•taking himfelf on board the luggage-boat. We appear indifTcrent about it, 
as we know he will never leave the good wines and other liquors which he 
finds with us, and which he feems fo much to like, merely for indulging a 
petulant humour. At fix o’clock, finding our had not fucceeded 

in getting a new fet of Trackers, we weighed and flood over 10 the village, 
where we found him in high difpute. The chief of the hamlet happen- 
ing to be abfent, an old man who called himfelf Sheick for the time 
prefent, offered to fupply our officer with men, but infilled on being 
paid for them before-hand; on this head, the difpute arofe. We 
thought it beft to accommodate matters, by ordering the payment of the 
money, and eight Marmoodas were accordingly depofued : no fooner how- 
ever was the money paid, than new difficulties arofe from another, a younger 
perfon, who infiflcd that he was the chief, and not the man who had 
received the Marmoodas-, and while oxsx Chocarda was contefling it with this 
new pretender, the firfl endeavoured to make his efcape. Our officer twice 
took hold of him, and at length, by violence forced him on board the 
yacht : on this, the young fellows of the village fcrcamcd out Allah, and 
multitudes ran towards the veflel, demanding the prifoner, who after fome 
altercation was delivered up to them. In about three quarters of an hour 
after his enlargement, they brought down twelve Trackers, vrho feemed to 
come on board with great reludtance. Their chief, upon delivering them, 
had a bottle of fpirits and one Piajlre given him as a prefent, and he was to 
recover the Marmoodas from the other perfon in the beft manner he could. 

From this inftance it plainly appears, what little regard is paid to the 
Turks, by thefe wild, unruly ; for notwithftanding we had obtained 
an order from the governor of Bajfera to the chiefs of the villages to fupply 
U3 with twelve men from ftage to ftage, they trifled with us here for above 
two hours, and it was by mere dint of bribing that a frcfli fet of men could 
be had. I cannot but obferve too upon this occafion, that no kind of pay- 
ment ought to have been demanded from us ; for as thefe Trackers have a 
• certain fum allowed them from the Turkijh government, whatever we paid 
.them befides, was a mere impoGdon. 

.1 At 
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At eight in the evening we crofled the river with our new Trackers^ hav- *758* 
ing firft filled their bellies with mutton and rice, in hopes of getting them *— -v— 
into good humour. We fent fix afliore firft, agreeable to cuftom ; they 
tracked about three quarters of an hour, when our luggage boat coming 
near with the Cbocarda, the others that remained on board told us, that fix 
would not be fufficient to draw the velTcl at night, as the wind then blew 
frefti, and oflfered to go aftiore and aflift their companions. When they 
found that we would not confent to this propofal, they took an opportunity 
of jumping into the Sandal., and from her to the Ihore, and there joined 
their comrades ; they all direftly ran off, leaving us to take care of our- 
felves. On this we hauled into the middle of the ftream, and anchored, 
got our guns loaded with grape-fliot, . and our fmall arms ready, to prevent 
being furprized by the Arabs., for from their late extraordinary behaviour we 
knew not what to think. At ten we called to yir, Hemet., who with 
the Chocarda, flept in the luggage-boat ; we propofed to him, as the wind 
was foul, to bear back again for Coma, and there take in men for the next 
ftage. He feemed to think that it would be lofing both time and way, and 
gave as his opinion that it would be more eligible to continue where we were, 
be upon our guard, and watt for a fair wind to carry us to the next town •, 
adding, that the Chocarda was of opinion the men would return again in the 
morning. We afked whether he approved of our firing a mufltet over any 
boat that might approach us in the night ? The Chocarda anfwered, “ Tes, 
if you fire into the boat and kill any of them, I will be anfwerable for the con* 
fequences." We refolved however not to proceed to fuch extremities, unlefs 
we apprehended our lives to be in danger. No difturbance whatever hap- 
pened during the remainder of the night. Sailed this day 34 miles. 

About five this morning, our Trackers returned to us. They aflured us, and April 30. 
we had reafon to believe them, that they ran away by the foie diredlion of our 
Chocarda, but cannot get at the whole truth of the affair. We got under 
way immediately, as did our luggage-boat : we ftill fee great numbers of 
cattle grazing on each fide of the river, and alfo obferved a boy crofiihg it 
on the backs of Buffaloes. He fhifted himfelf from the back of one of thefe 
beafts, to another, with great dexterity, as often as he found it ncccf- 
fary for the order and better conducing of his herd. This extraordi- 
nary feat of aftivity, put me in mind of that paflage in the fifteenth book 
of Homer's Iliad, where a man is reprefented as managing four horfes at 
once, and leaping from the back of one to another at full Ipeed *. 

So when a horfeman from the watry mead 
(Skill’d in the manage of the bounding deed) 

Drives four fair couriers, praflis’d to (^y, 

To fome great city thro’ republic way ; 

Safe in his art, as fide by iwe they run, 

He fhifts his feat, and vaults from one to one ; 

And now to this, and now to that he flies ; 

Admiring numbers follow with their eyes. 

Pope. 


Ycftcrday, 
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1 75 Ycfterday, as well as to-day, we pafied by feveral Jrab towns, and fome large 
^ tombs, Wc fee from time to time ducks and paddy-birds ; every morning the 

lark fings moft delightfully. At noon our latitude by obfervation was 30"* 58' 
north. We have now no longer any tide of flood to help us, but a conftant 
ftream running down. At half after two in the afternoon, we pafled by a 
7'urkijh galley, in which was the brother oi Aly Aga^ governor of Hafca ; this 
gentleman falutcd us with one gun, which we returned under jack, enfign, 
and pendant : he feemed to have a large train of attendants with him. At 
Moochal- three we came abreaft: of a village on the left-hand lliore, called Moochalhan\ 
and foon afterwards faw ten or twelve wild hogs at a little diflance from the 
river. Meflkurs Doidge and Pigol went afhore in hopes of killing one, 
but they were difappointed by the hogs running into the rufhes. On the 
right-hand fide we faw alfo eight or ten turtle, which would not fuffer us 
to come near them, but flipt away into the water. After eight o’clock 
this morning, no corn was to be feen on the right-hand fide of the river *, 
and fmee twelve, none on the left : the whole is pafture land. The oxen 
and buffaloes here are large, and all the fheep have broad flat tails, with 
fpiral endings. 

THq Trackef^s of the yacht have worked brUkly to-day, wc encouraged 
them by good feeding ^ they had rice and Gee in the morning, and the 
remnants of our meat at dinner, which they greedily devoured, firfl tear- 
ing it in pieces like fo many Jackalls. We pleafed them much by telling 
them, that we would give them good pay, and pay them ourfelvcs, and 
not leave the Chocarda to do it tor us. At half part five this afternoon we 
made our little yacht faft to the bank, and waited for the SandaU which 
was far aftern. We then took a walk on the left-hand fhore, and found 
the banks of the river very pleafant : that part of the land over which 
the water had lately flowed, is hoary, and incrufted with falt-petre. The 
Arabs cut fluices, and occafionally let in the water of the river •, and to this 
is owing the verdure which extends for about a mile from it’s banks, and 
which terminates in the Defers *. We (till faw cattle in great numbers. 
Mr. Alms [hot a crow, whofc body was all white, the feathers of the thighs, 
black and white, the greateft part of the wings black : thefe birds are faid 
to live 300 years. Several Pelicans unconcernedly fwam by us with the 
ftream, and unmolefted on our parts, for we begin to think it a pity to 
kill fo fine, fo unfufpicious, and ftately a bird. 

While we lay here, a fmall difpute arofe among our Arabs. A Chocarda^ 
pairing by in a Imall boat from Baghdad to Bajfora^ took upon him to ex- 
change four of his trackers for four of ours the reafon he afligned for it 
was, becaufe by this means both fets would be at their homes the fooner, 

* This praftice of letting in the water of the river Euphrates to cultivate and enrich the ad- 
jacent country, is very ancient, being taken notice of by Lucan in the third book of his Ehar- 
folia. 

■ « ,: fparfus in a^ros 

JFmilis Euphrates Tharia nsice fungitur unda. 
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and he engaged that each (hould have the fame' pay as the other. This 
excufc however did not latUfy the remaining Arabs., who rofe tumultuoufly, 
and infifted on our refeuing their companions. We were obliged therefore 
with arms to purfue the Cbocarda'% boat ; who immediately on difeovering 
that we were Frmgtes, or Franks, that is Evrepeans, difmiliied our people, 
took his own again, and proceeded on very quietly. 

We took the opportunity of waiting for the coming up of the Sandal, to 
prefent our Trackers with two or three (linking Sahle-JtJh. They indantly 
made a fire, and broiled them upon the coals : as foon as this was done, 
they feparated thcmfelves, and divided the 6ih into two diftinfl lots ■, each 
party appointed a diredor, and he, after having made the feveral portions 
as equal as pofTible, ordered every man to take his fliarc. When they had eaten 
as much as they could, and drank plentifully of the water of the Euphrak's, 
they all feated themfclves on the ground in a circle, and joyoufly began to 
clap their hands and fing. Prefently, one of them got up and danced for 
awhile, then defircd the favour of us to lend him a drawn fword, and hav - 
ing obtained one, he danced again, and dcxtroiifly flourilhed it, whilft the 
others clapped and fung. A fecond now joined him, with another fword, 
and both together difplayed their adivity and addrefs. The entertainment 
at length ended with a dance of fix, which was not much unlike our Eng- 
lijh bayes. We appeared, as we really were, pleafed with their mirth. 
When all was over, they drew nigh to us, kilTed our fleeves, and a(ked 
for a Buxie, or prefent : we tendered them a dram, which they rejeded 
with vifible contempt we then gave a Rupee among them, with which 
they were much pleafed, and very thankful. We rook this opportunity to 
hint to them, that as we were fuch good mafters, and had given them fo 
much viduals and money too, we expeded that they would work well, and 
tlclcrve our future favour, which they promifed very readily. 

A little before eight this evemog, the luggagC'boat joined us, and 
our Qvearda and Mr. Hemet defired us, that for the next two or three 
days, we would keep nearer to them, becaufe they looked upon this as 
the mod dangerous part of the whole country *, adding, that an hour or two 
before, they had been vifited by about twenty armed Arabs, who tho’ they 
made no hoilile attempt, yet had a very fufpicious appearance. On this 
intelligence we refolved that the luggage-boat fhould keep a bead, and that 
we would follow her clofely, keeping always a ftrid guard, with our fwivel 
guns loaded, matches lighted, fmali arms at hand, and in order ; a regular 
third watch w^s ordered alfp to be kept. Meflieurs Alms, Deidge, and Pye 
were appointed commanding officers : Mr. Pigot, Mlntc^, and 

other fervants, to watch i I am excufcd on account of my being indifpofed. 
We underftood from Mr. Hemet, who fpakc with the Chocarda before-men- 
tioned, paffing from Baghdad ,to Bc^ora, that the Caravan would not let 
•ut from the firft of thefe pKiccs for Akppo ’till the tenth day of the Ra- 
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mazan (with us the twentieth of ^Jay) fo that we flatter ourfclves we ftiaH 
— V— ' arrive at Baghdad in good time. We advanced about thirty five miles to- 
day. About 1 j at night we paflTed by two rivers on the right. 


Mond.'iy, got to a town on the left fliore, called Nawajhee, 

Nawazs hee. The officer of the watch hailed the Sandal, intending to defirc the Chotarda 
to go afhore ; but was anfweretl, that he was alleep, and would not be dif- 
turbed till the morning : we had rcafon to think he was drunk. A little 
before four we fent our people on fliorc to track. We wanted two of the 
twelve men belonging to the yacht to go and alfift in tracking the luggage- 
boat, whofe flov.' motion greatly retarded our progrefs ; but they would not 
comply, faying they were hired for our vcffiel only. About eight we came 
abreaft of another huge town on the left hand (it’s real name 1 have for- 
gotten). Here fo great a number of men and boys, and even women, were 
colleded to look at us, that they became quite troublcfome. Among them, 
we obferved fome of the men armed with fwords ; and as the wind and 
dream were both againft us, and confcquently could pafs but flowly by, 
we thought it ncccllary to make as great a fhew as poflible of our arms, to 
prevent any infult however, none was offered to us; on the contrary, fome 
of the chief of the Arab inhabitants of the place, thinking we might be 
offended at fuch a concourfe of people, who could cafily have jumped into 
the vcffcl, took upon them to difperfe the multitude. What feemed chiefly 
to attraft the eyes of the Arabs, and furpriie tlicm molt, was the form of 
the yacht, the manner of rigging her, and above all, the carved work of a 
horfe’s head on the flem, and the reprefen tation of human figures on the 
Hern •. 


The country hitherto has been fo level, that our officers have not wanted' 
an horizon, for their obfervations at noon with Hadley's quadrant. Corn 
fields are now not fo frequently met with as formerly. The corn in general 
was ripe and much of it gathered in, but there was ftill fome on the ground, 
green and young in the ear. We paffed many villages ori each fide of the 
river, but the greateft number are on the left. All the houfes are built of 
reeds, and covered with mats, and moft of them are in the form of tilted 
waggons. The complexion of the Arabs in general is pale ; children and 
fuch as do not work in the fun, are remarkably fo, but the Trackers are 
of a deep copper colour, approaching nearly to black. 

We had a farther trial of our patience this morning, having been greatly 
perplexed with additional demanclsfrom the Trackers, concerning provifions ; 
they infifting that we fliould flop and buy fome cakes, which they expeft 
to be fupplied with at leaft twice a day, befidcs their ufual albwance of rice 

• 'I'hefe were extraordinary fights, as all fuch images are forbidden by the Turk/, left ido- 
latry fhould f]){out from them. 

and 
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and Gilt. We had reafon to fufpeft our drunken Chocarda at the bottom 
of this difturbance, for notwithftanding his folemn looks and high founding 
voice, and all that pompous grimace unAtr tht Chocarda cap (which is at 
leaft a foot and an half in height) I obferved him in the morning very fami- 
liar with our ’Traders. While, we were vexing ourfclves at the unneceflary 
delay which this, new demand of cakes had occafioned, he lay balking 
in the fun, upon the Ihore, and had many fellows about him, who 
champooed, or Itretchcd his joints, picked from his head and the collar 
of the coat his vermin, and at the fame time entertained him with one of their 
chorus fongs. The fellow appeared much delighted, and in a very parti- 
cular manner exprefled his thanks, by putting his arm round the neck's of 
the youngeft, and kifling them : this mark of his gratitude however was re- 
jedled by fome of the Arabs., who flung themfelvcs from him, with a look 
of ineffable contempt. I'here was but little difference here, in the drefs of 
the women and men, except that the firft had no Turbans, but a fort of 
handkerchief, or veil, over their heads and faces. They had alfo rings in their 
ears and nofes, and bracelets on their wrifts ; but their outer garment is 
like the men’s, a Camalineoi black and white, like thofe we ourfelves now- 
wear, and which we provided ourfelves with at Gombroon, when we intended 
to go to Bajfora in a T rankey, difguifed as Arabs, 

We paffed feveraj very ftately tombs ; but faw no other birds to-day 
but gulls. Now and then we obferved a few date trees, but they have 
been rare fince we got into the Euphrates, 

We now begin to think that our Chocarda is in reality, rather a hindrance 
than of ufe to us, and almoft wifh we had come without him, and 
refolve to treat him more cavalierly than heretofore, and not fo implicitly 
to yield to his commands. The night before laft we put on board the 
Sandal, a bottle of claret, and another of fhrub for the ufe of Mr. Hemet, left 
we Ihould be feparated from him again, as we were yefterday at dinner time. 
We arc now told, that the T urk, though he had before taken a chearful glafs 
with us, the very fame evening drank a pint of the claret off at a draught, 
and finifhed the bottle the next morning. He makes it a rule to call for 
punch every quarter of an hour, bcfides drams at intervals. Coffee (the 
Turks common regale) he often refufes, and has forbidden its being gotten 
for him; he fays, that he likes punch better, but prefers claret (of ten (hillings 
a bottle) above all other liquors. We (hall however mortify him in this 
particular, and for. the future drink no wine at dinner, when he happens to 
oe with us. 

At four this afternoon, we paffed a fmall river on the left-hand fhorc *, as 
,we had before fevcral on the right ; this wre can trace with the eye above a 
mile into the Defert. Between feven and eight, we got to Cot,a, a village 
on the left fide of the river, a few houfes of which are built with ftone, 
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1 75S. ^hkli wc did not obffcrve before in any other village fitoated On the Bank 
— of this river } a mud-tvall furrounds it. We faluted the chief with one 
gun. 

At half paft ten, we changed our Tfatkers, Thofe we now drfchai^ed, 
entertained us with a fong at parting, and gave an excellent charafler of U9 
to their ftlcceflbrs ; they went fo far as to tell us, that (hould we not be 
able to get new men here, they would track us up to Hilla. We per* 
formed our promife to them, as to paying them their wages ourfclves, 
and behaved very coldly to our Cbocarda. On this account Mr. Hetntt 
viCted us, and earncftly recommended, that we fhould not carry matters 
to extremities with this man, exprefling his fear that if we did, his villainy 
might prompt him to carry on intrigues with the Arabs to our prejudice ; 
he propofed that, on the contrary, we Ihould put twenty rupees into his 
hands, and defire that with them he would procure provHions for himfclf 
and fervant, and purchafe of the villagers what might be wanting for the 
Trackers : he was perfuaded that the Cbocarda would cheat us of our money,, 
but that he looked on as the leaft of the evils wc had to apprehend 5 but 
obferved, if at our arrival at Hafca^ we Ihould ftill have rcafon to be dif- 
pleafed, there would be the fitteft place to difmifs and difgrace him, ac- 
quainting the governor Aly Aga of his behaviour. Sorely againft our will, 
we acquiefeed in the propofal, and at his reqiieft delivered into his hands for 
the Chocardah ufe a bottle of ftrong liquor, with which he got drunk before 
eleven o’clock the fame night. — Advanced the laft twenty-four hours, about 
thirty-two miles. Courfe was chiefly north-weft. 

May 2. Tefterday wc were greatly perplexed with flies, but now with Mufebetosi 
the atf during the night, was ra^er cold. At three this morning we paffeA 
a large lake on the left, and at four, another, with great difficulty to our 
Trackers ■, . (poke then with a boat from Baghdad, Hojaflsee matter, who- told 
tis he was difpatchcd by Mr. Carden with letters for Mr. Shaw at Bajforay. 
and that we (hould be early enough for the Caravan. At fix we an- 
chored abreaft of the village •, we faluted the with one gun, 
difeharged our T ratktrs and got others. — At nine we weighed, and began 
to track again. Mr. Pye and myfelf, while wc were off Arsjia, took a little 
Walk on (horc j that place, like alnioft all the other Arab villages we had 
yet feen, is chiefly compofed of very pitiful reed and mat-houies, encom- 
pafied with a mud-wall and battlements, with a view to its being defended 
with lances, and matchlock fhufkelry (the principal arms of the Arabs) 
againft their rebel countrymen in the Defert, who are commonly catted the 
wild Arabs. Almoft all the Arabs who have not fwords, carry in their 
hands a hooked ftick about two feet long. They here wear their beards 
to a full length, trimming them to a point below the chin; the young 
people have their haw long on the forehead, but behind they are commonly 
fliaved. 
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In our walk wc fiiw fix or eight loaded camels goii^ into Arspa. We 175S. 
now loft %ht of corn fields the banks and country near the river, being 
covered with a ftrong feented thorny Ihrub, having a ferrated leaf, fmaller, but 
in make like that of the Gum-Arahk. Two or three pelicans went down 
the river, and about three in rite afternoon, many partridges fprung from out 
of the Ibrubs. "We were prefenced by a poor Arab with a mullet, weigh- 
ing two pounds, which he ftruck with his ipear$ and laft night we had 
fome cucumbers and milk given to usj we returned thanks for each, in a two' 
marmoda piece.- 

We killed this afternoon, what we were told, was a venomous water- 
fnake, two feet and a half in length, that had gotten up the vefters rudder, 
and was making its v/ay into the cabbin. At five MelTrs. Aims and Pigot 
went on fliore with their fufik, in hopes of Ihooting partridges, which are 
here in great plenty •, they faw many, but had no fuccefs, and returned with 
only three doves. 

Moft of the road to-day has been very difficult for our T rackers. Wind, 
current, and rippling waves againft us. A boat pafled us this afternoon, 
three days from HilUt,, loaded with provifions. We now hear every night 
a hideous howling of Jackalls, and our trackers are very fearful of meeting 
with lyons. At noon our latitude by obliyvation was 31® 4' north, 
which being but fix miles more than we made on Sunday laft, ftiews that 
our courie has been chiefly weft. Got this day thirty-four miles. 

We pafled this laft night very difagreeably. Our rafcal of a Chocarda ^*3 
was the occafion without afligning the lead reafon for it, he about eight 
in the evening, put the luggage-boat on fhore, and infifted that we Ihould 
do the fame with the yacht i but.his words had no influerice on us ; on the 
contrary we got at a proper diftance into the ftream, where we could both 
fee, and oppofe an enemy. This fellow, who was cither much frightened 
hirafelf, or willing to frighten us, expatiated largely on the danger we were 
now in from the wild Arabs, and urged the neceffity of our keeping clofc 
to him : the very rcalbns he afligned for our doing it, induced us to get 
farther from the Ihore, whofe bank in this place, was much higher than our 
vcffcl, al^d almoft hung over our heads. We learned afterwards from Mr. 

Hmet (who was fo unhappy as to be with him all night) that upon our get- 
ting into the ftream, he grew enraged, whifpered the Trackers, and gave them 
their cue to alarm us : they hailed us from the Ihore, and told us, if we did 
not immediately draw nigh to them, they would run away. We made no 
reply, nor any change in our conduft. Soon after, they fet up a hideous noifc, 
foinetimcs in the howl of the Jackail, fometimes like a dog, and every now 
•and then called to us in a threatening manner. Our Chocarda finding that 
ail bis fehemes had no manner of effeot upon us, ordered his Arabs to "dance 
and fmg around their fire j and for the whole of their obedient behaviour, 
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1758- Jic diftributed among them two Abaffees., telling them they were good boys, 

~v— ' and that he expcdled the fame fubmifllon to his future commands, as they 
had fliewn that evening. He dropt alfo fome threatening expr; fiions to Mr. 
Hemet, as “ that having refufed to obey his diredlions, we fiiould perijh." He load- 
ed his mulketand piftol, and at half paft eight, fired iliefirft, and at ten the 
laft, both with ball, pointed towards us, but not fo difcdly, as if defigncd to 
hit us. Mr. Hemet obferved, that foon after he whifpered again to the Arabs, 
when feven or eight of them left the veflcl and got afhore ; prefently they 
returned on board in a diforderly hafte, and fo disfigured, as greatly to 
alarm him: the villains view, no doubt, was fo far to intimidate yix, Hemet, 
that we through him might be prevailed upon to fubmit ourfeives implicitly 
to his orders. The good old man indeed did hail us feveral times, and told 
us, the fcoundrel’s condud was fuch, that he really was in fear of his life, 
and that he could not help fufpeffing, he was meditating fome tnifehiev- 
ous defign againft us. About a quarter after ten he once more got 
under fail, paffed to the other fide of the river and began to track : 
we did the fame. At one in the morning, he laid the luggage-boat afhore 
again, for no reafon that we could think, of, unlefs to give us a frefh 
proof of his infolence and endeavour for the maftery. We determined with 
one confent to purfue our plan, and by no means to fubmit ourfeives to 
his folly and obftinacy. We formed among ourfeives various Ichemes for 
punifliing him for his infolence but on this head came to no final deter- 
mination, having heard too much of the revengeful ways of thefe people, 
to refolve precipitately. However, as we carry a letter of recommendation 
from Mr. Shaw to Aly Aga, governor of Hafca •, we fliall talk to him, on 
the Chocarda's behaviour, and probably prevail on him to hinder his going 
;iiny farther with us, 

At nine this morning we paffed by a large river on the right hand •, which 
communicates with the fygris, and has a large place ftanding near it called 
Grayhim Crayhim, The weather cloudy j wind N. N. E. and blew frefh, fo that our 
trackers had very hard work. At three b the afternoon, the Sandal flopped, 
a.'vd the Chocarda's Arabs were very aftive in fecuring our vcffel to a llake, 
aear his. We called out in a peremptory, tone to caft off our rope imme- 
diately i they obeyed us, and we anchored off in the Itream, fo as to com- 
mand either fhore. We had prefently an alarm from the Choearda, of Arabs 
being near us j but not difeovering any from our poop, or maft-head, we were 
very tranquil. In the fpace of half an hour, the luggage-boat tracked again; 
we did the fame, and foon joined her ; then our Choearda hailed us in a more 
complaifant manner than of late, and told us to be under no alarm, that no- 
thing fhould hurt us; we gave him for anfwer, that we were perfectly cafy in 
refped: to all the world, but himfelf; that we were prepared to refill a 
thoufand Arabs or more ; but that our peace had been fomewhat difturbed 
by his irregular conduft ; we afliired him that we would be our own mailers, 
and, if we thought fit .to go ahead, to be allern, near the fhore, or in 
the middle of the ftream, we (hould guide ourfeives in conformity to our 
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own opinion, whether it flioiild plcafe or difpleafe him ; that therefore, if 1758 . 
he chofe to be on good terms with us, it was ncceflary he fhoiild reconcile 
hinifclf to our relolution. He made a civil reply, and came into our. yacht. 

\ye recapitulated the particulars of his ill behaviour, and plainly told him, 
that a continuance of it, could not end to his advantage, either in refpeft 
to his mafter at Bajfora^ the Bajha of Baghdad or ourfelves. He now 
laid afide his haughtinefs, and faid, he was lorry for what had paffed, and 
promifed a better look-out for the future. We finiflied our ledture by 
advifing liim to drink coffee and water only\ gave him a difh of the firit, 
and refolved he fhould have from us nothing clfe. 

No villages, corn fields or pafture land ; nothing but wild Ihrubs on the 
banks of the river, and the is at a quarter of a milediftancc. Numbers 

of partridges and pidgeons ftill. We this day were very bufy in making 
bounces to give a grand faliue to Aly Aga\ and, as they may be ufeful to 
us again ft an enemy in the room of hand-grenades, we propoied to prepare 
a number of them^ loaded with flags of lead and iron. 

At eight at night we anchored ; at eleven weighed ; at a quarter pafl: 
eleven dropped anchor again, the Chocarda calling to us, that our men were 
run away, which was both falfe and improbable, being fo far from their 
liome, and having had no wages ; they had laid themfelves down on the 
lliore, being weary and in want of reft, after wading through much deepwater. 

The weather from nine in the morning till five in the afternoon, was too 
warm to be plealant, yet not fo hot as to give Eajl Indians great reafon to 
complain. I'wclve at night, wind N. W. by N. and cold. MelTrs. Doidge 
and Alms^ who flept on the poop during the firft watch, were glad to get 
into the cabbin in the middle and morning watches, on account of the 
cold; the fharpnefs of the night air made me cough terribly, but this night 
being tolerably well, I began to watch. The PelicanSy which on rifing from 
the water make a great noile with flapping of their wings, before we 
v/ere accuftomed to them, gave our watchmen fome little alarm. 

We got about twenty miles to day. There was no horizon for an ob- 
fervation at noon. — I'he boats which the Arabs ufe hereabouts differ from 
thofe I deferibed at Bajjora^ only in the fliape ; they are made like our Lon- 
don wherries, and are paddled on by two men, but if large, by four^ 

At five in the morning our Trackers arofe from their fleep, and began 4* 

to track. Wind W. N. W. 'rhe river very crooked. At two in the after- 
noon, we had palfed by feveral fmall iflands. At three we made our veflels 
fall to the fhore, the Scandal being behind y at a quarter paft four we begaa 
to M-ack again. 

Laft night our Chocarda flipped with us, and thereby deprived us, for 
awhile, of our bottle of claret. To-day he dined with us, and made us 

undergo 



undergo the fame felf-dcnial. He courted us very niuch, but we gave him 
to underftand, that works and not words difplay the man : this obfervatton 
filenced him, and we have no more repetitions of his being our devoted 
fervant. We dcfired Mr. Hemet (whom we had now taken on board the 
yacht) to beg the Chocarda to haften on board the Sandal ; and to tell him 
alfo, that as we had loft fo much time in the night, we ought not to lofc 
any in the day. He was not well pleafed, and told Mr. Hemet in a vulgar 
phrafe of the furks “That he (Hemet) had eaten T—-d, and to him, all 
the difturbanccs and mifunderftandings, had been owing.” 

The road for our T rackets., is here in general very bad j they are obli^d 
to work much in the water. The country about us, fuch as we pafled 
yefterday. Great quantity of partridges and doves, are yet to be feen. The 
edges of the river abound in ledge, the cyprefs-tree, a dry plant full of a 
thorny feed-veflcl, and the caper flirub. D\\t Mujebetas innumerable j 
their ftrings and hummings arc intolerable to us in the night, while the flies 
are extremely troublcfome in the day. 

At fix this evening, we pafled by an ifland; and at eight we anchored 
in the ftream : the Sandal was made faft to the ftiore. We gained but 
twenty-two miles to-day. No horizon for obiervation. 

At five in the morning weighed, and began to track. At nine paflTed 
two fmall boats, one going down the river, the other upj this laft had five 
men with three matchlocks; they looked fufpicious, and our Chocarda 
alTured us they were rogues ; but our Knockaty or pilot, told us he knew them, 
and that the chief of the boat lived in the next village ; that he had come 
thus far as an efcort to the other boat, and now oflfered his fervice to us. 
We thought this the moft probable ftory of the two, yet kept a good look- 
out all the following night. At ten we anchored, our T rackets having left 
the rope ; at eleven, weighed and tracked again : fome rain fell, but in no 
great quantity ; it thundered and lightned, as it did yefterday. — At half 
paft two, took the Trackers on board, and made fail with a fine and fair 
breeze. By four we pafled by an old ruined fort, and three rivers on the 
right, one of which we were told was a branch of the Tygris. At half pal); 
five, fent alhore the Trackers. At half paft ten we anchored to wait for 
the Sandal. 

Had it not been for the vexation, proceeding from the Mufehetos, this 
evening had pafled very pleafantly. On both fidcs of the river are the 
willow, and poplar trees; a number of birds rodft in them, which we dif- 
turbed in our paffage ; the pidgeon, turtle, and variety of finging birds 
arc here in great abundance. During the whole night one of ^:he fongtters 
chaunts the notes of the thrulh and nightingale. Large flocks of Pelicans, 
many ducks, partridges, king’s-filhers and fwallows, arc around us. 
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I^tobferved the river this evening, to be full of filh i many of them jumped 1 75*. 
out of the water, and were two feet long. We made thirty-nine miles v— 
to-day. No obfcrvation. 

At four this morning weighed, and tacked. At five, fair weather and May 6. 
a. pleafant breeze. Some date-trees appear and a little corn. Pafled an 
old fort on the left, and at half paft eight we anchored abre^ft of Smava. 
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CHAP. II. 


Occurrences on the mw Euphrates /rew Semava /o Leaibloon, <7i/</Dewana 
or } lafca ; genteel reeeption from the Governor there. — Paffage to 
polite behaviour of the Governor of Hilla. — Account of the Gereed, a toar- 
like Turkifh exercife. — Arrival at Baghdad. 


’75^* OEMAVA is a'walled town, but the houfes are all built of mud. The 
^ is governed by a Sheick, called Iftnael, (fubordinate to Aly Aga) 
SiiMAVA. ^ artful, complaifant old gentleman. Tie came on board of us in a 
fmall boat a little before we reached the town, and told us, that “ having 
had advice of our coming by a boat which palled us yefterday, he had gotten 
all things in readincl's for our reception, as twenty Trackers., and provifions 
for them in plenty ; and that he came in perlbn to alTurc us, he was wholly 
devoted to our i'ervice.” He apologized much for his Difhahilley and 
ncgled in fliaving his head and trimming his beard, which he laid was 
owing to his being in mourning for two near relations. He had a great 
facility of fpeech, and his compliments were truly hyperbolical. He re- 
peated often how much he was our fervanr. Sick and weak as he found 
himfdf, yet he was ready to take his heart from his bread to do us good : 
his arms, his eyes, his head, the whole which he poflefled, were all 
at our command.” He foon added with a melancholy figh, that “ he had 
for fome time pad been indifpofed, much owing to worldly difficulties ; and 
at prel'cnt was called on by the government for thirty purfes of money ; but 
that he could, as yet, raife only five and not long after, we were given 
to underdand, that whatever prefent we were willing to make him, he was 
ready to accept with thankfulnefs. 

Flower, rice, and Ghee were brought on board for our new T r ackers •, 
cucumbers, milk, and two Lambs for ourfelves. We faluted the Sheick with 
one gun, entertained him, his fecretary, and a little dave boy who dood by> 
him, fird with coffee and then with fugar by way of fwect-mcat j but left it to 
Mr. Hemet and the Chocarda, to rccompenfe him for his prefents and trouble. 
They gave him twenty-five AbaJ/ies *, and the old gentleman appearing not 

fatisfied, 
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fattsfied, the Chcarda, paflionately, offered his hand to receive the money i75*»- 
back, and the Sbeitk as haftily returned it : thus things ftood for a little 
time; at length the old fox took back the money, and delivered it to his 
fccretary.i his little flave kiffed our hand, and the maftcr recommending him 
to our favour, we. prefented him with an Ahaffee. At half part eleven, the 
Shdek left us, fartfeeremonie^ by which wc concluded that he made leis of 
us than he expeded. 

We bought here one f m! or bafleet of Dates an addition to the ‘Track- 
ers food, and a few leeks, being all the provilions- we could purchafe 
in the market. 

At two In the afternoon, we pafled a river going from the N'. E ; at half 
p^ft three, got into a perfeft level, which made all the country around appear ■ 
like one watered marlli. Tliis overflowing of the river we were told is 
not common fo foon in the year •: We concluded there mud have been 
great rains, or extraordinary meltings of fnow on the mountains ; arni we 

f )lcafe ourfclves with the hopes that the wells of water in the Defert, will 
tkewile be plentifully fupplied. At a quarter after fix, we flopped for the 
other boat, and were then abreafl of two large Aral> camps, in the wildeft . 
and moft dreary country I ever beheld. Moft of us took a Ihort walk 
on fhore; but not beyond the prote^lion of our little frigate. At feven wc 
tracked again, and at eight were obliged to come to an anchor, it being very 
dark, and the proper channel difficult to find, by reafon of the river over- 
flowing it’s banks for a long way into the Defert. We continued to keep 
a good look-out, both night and day; and like watchful ccntinels called 
to each other, “ All is well." 

Our now altered his- conduct much for the better, often tell- 

ing us, “ he is our fervant, and our’s only, and that he likes us lb 
well, he fliall be ready to accompany us to Aleppo we have not re- 
turned the compliment, but continue to treat him though civilly, yet at 
fomc diftance. . Our prefent Arab Trackers, like all their brethren of our 
acquaintance, already begin to grumble, notwithftanding they have had an 
addition to their common food by our giving them the preferved Date fruit, 
which thefe people are at all times very fond of, but more fo now, as there 
is, and has been for fome time pafl, a very great demand for Dates from 
Baghdad, Moful, and Diarbckir, a dreadful famine having raged in ihc 
two laft cities. Baghdad itfelf was alarmed, and twelve thou land 
Berftms now refiding there, received orders to quit the place, before the 
Icarcity fhould acfliialiy reach it. This order however was not carried into 

, * ’In the beginning of the fummer, on the fun’s melting the fnow upon the mountaiAS of 
Armenia, there is a vaft increafe of waters, which running into the Euphrates in the monthr 
of June, July, inAjtuguft, makes it overflow its banks, and occ.tflons fuch another inundation 
as .the .Afr/s docs in 'B.ovi.i m’ i Jneient Hijhny, •vel. zd. 
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execution, and it is generally believed never will; owing as much to -a 
— proper application of fomc purfes given to the Bajha and his minifters, as to 
the prefent appearance of a plentiful crop of grain, A prefent of buffalo 
ftcakes were lent to us to-day, which we had (or dinner, and relilhed them 
very well ; and in the evening v/e had a prefent of milk, for which we always 
pay dear by a pecuniary return. 

It being Saturday night, according to our old fea cuftom, we allowed 
ourfelves an extraordinary bottle, devoting it to the remembrance of our 
wives, fweethearts, parents, families and friends. The Mufehetos are lefs 
troublefomc than of late, owing to our having no bufhes about us. We 
advanced this day twenty-three miles. Had no obfervation. 

Mny 7. This is the firft day of the new moon, and the beginning of the great 
faft, Ramazan. It continues till the fixth of Junc^. This fall: begins every 
year ten days fooner than in the former year. At three quarters after 
four this morning, we began to track, wind at S. E ; and we foon got 
into a very delightful mcadoV country, pretty well inhabited by Arabs^ 
and their herds, and watered plentifully by the river : this green and watery 
profpedt extends as far as the eye can reach. On our right, the riling ground 
is cultivated in fome fpots, producing radiflies, ^c. Here are the white and 
brown Paddy birds, fo common in the Eoji Indies, called by that name, 
bccaufe they chiefly feed in the Paddy or rice fields. We faw alfo the 
painted diver, and black and white crow. 

In the middle and morning watches the air was fomewhat cold ; the atmof- 
phere continued perfeflly dry till laft night, when wo felt it damp. This 
morning at five o’clock, we faw our Chocarda leave the Sandal, and go down 
the river in a little boat we hired at Semava ■, a meflTage foon after came from 
him, that four of the ’Trackers had deferted, and he was gone back to 
Semava after them, but defiring us to go on, and he would follow. 
We faw .a galley afiern coming up the river. At feven, we paffed a boat 
five days from llilla we underftood from her people, that the Caravan fet 
out from Baghdad five days before we failed from Baffora ; we are unwilling 
to believe fuch bad news. About ten we palled another boat carrying a 
'Janizary down the river, who gave us intelligence of one Cojee-Sitnox, an 
Armenian merchant, having been robbed and wounded in the river about 
three weeks ago ; that he was ftill with Aly Aga, but the governor had not 
been able, as yet, to recover a box of pearls valued at twenty thoufand 
rupees, which had been taken from him. 

Aly Aga commands all the country between Hilla and the diftridl of Baf- 
fpra. The head of the Sheicks, under his command, has been ordered ta 
make a particular enquiry and fearch for the Armenian's elFcfts. This Sheick, 
whole name is Mahomed el Haamet, and whofe tents we palled laft night, 
we were told, pays annually to the government of Baghdad, for the rents of 
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4 his cout>try, five hundred purfes of filver, each purfc containing five 
hundred rupees, or twenty-five toman-, and he is in a great meafure, 
-accountable for the conduft of ‘Tribes. The Armenian was pafling up 
the river in a defencelefs condition, at the time he was robbed, and it is 
faid, his extraordinary care of his box, occafioned its being difeovered •, and 
that his wounds were owing to the refiftance he made in parting with fuch 
valuable effeifls. We pafled to-day four or five Arabs with lances-, thele we 
apprehend are fome of the Banditti who infeft tlie banks of this great river, 
and ttrike fo much dread into the minds of travellers. A fingle perfon, or 
a company of travellers unarmed, might (and I believe would) be in great 
danger from them ; but we have nothing to apprehend, provided we keep a 
good look-out. 


Our ‘Trackers work much in the water, and are incelTantly murmuring for 
more provifion than we can afford them. At Baffora we laid in fo much 
rice and GheCy as by the ‘Turks about Mr. ShaWy was thought an ample ftore 
to carry us to HilUy but that has been a long time fince expended, and 
more has been added from every place we have touched at, where there 
was a poffibility of purchafing-, yet we are always in want. At Semava, 
a ftock was put on board by the Sheick for twenty men, to which we 
added a frail of dates, weighing one hundred pounds ; thefe are now 
greatly exhaufted, and we are apprehenfive of being in want. The truth 
is, thefe poor tracking fellows come to us half ftarved, they work hard, and 
can eat five times as much as they ufually get at home, or are allowed, when 
they ferve a ‘Turky or one of their own countrymen i but, whiltt they are 
in the fervice of an Europeany of whofe riches they entertain a mod extra- 
vagant idea, they are ever difeontented with a common portion, and even with 
a double allowance, and in fpite of all his humanity and care, will grumble 
and give him difturbance : all travellers therefore who come this way, fliould 
be careful to lay in a very plentiful ftock of provifions at their firft fetting 
out from Bajfora ; as they will find it a very difficult talk to get any quantity 
afterwards. On the oblcrving or negletfting of this particular, their future 
eafe or difquietude will in great meafure depend. It is not pollible to 
conceive, much lefs to deferibe, the horrid noife and difturbance, that is 
made by thefe Arabian male-contents upon fuch occafions : a rtranger 
to their language and cuftoms, could not but have his doubts, whether they 
were not about to feize him by the collar, and cut his throat. Their guttural 
language, fierce -and ghaftly looks, and threatening geftures, added to the 
natural wildnefs of the country, muft needs fill him with conftant appre- 
hen'fions of violence, and therefore cannot fail of making his whole p^age 
painful and difplcafing to a great degree. 

About two in the afternoon, a boat went by us from .Baghdad, by which we 
* learned the Caravan was not gone. Soon afterwards a ‘T urkijh galley alfo paiTcd 
us with fome people of confequence j they faluted us with one gun, which 
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we returned. We have noprofpcft now but of thick fedge on each fide of 
the river, which is here about 120 feet wide. At four, got a little out of the 
rulhy into a more open and pafture country : here we ftopped for our 
boat. Several encampments arc in light, pitched on the fmall rifing 
fpots, which are fcattered here and there about this overflown, and flat country. : 
I’he prefent Anabs are, like their forefathers, a moveable people ; they tra- 
vel eaft, weft, north and Ibuth, and pitch their tents, or rufli houfes, as the- 
foil beft ferves foe feeding their cattle, of which they feem to have great 
plenty. While here, we were vifited by one of their Sheicks accompanied, 
by three or four men better drefled than common •, we fliewed them out* 
arms, and gratified the Shack with five or fix charges of gunpowder, for 
his match-lock piftol, and afterwards added a little fnuff. Here we un- 
drefled and. fwam in the Euphrates. The lame fort of birds were feen by 
us to-day as yefterday. This day has been much overcaft, and hot, with, 
thunder and lightening. 

We were again terribly, perplexed with Mufehetos this evening, but were 
relieved about twelve o’clock by a frelh gale : the Turhavs, which we all 
wear, are the beft defence for our heads againft the fun \ and our whilkers, 
that have been growing ever fince we leri Bombay, fecure the upper lip 
from the vexatious fling of thefe infefts. We made fe.venteen miles to-day. 
By obfervation at noon we were in the latitude of 31” 24' north. 

Monday, one o’clock in the morning, cloudy weather, with thunder, lightning 

‘ and an appearance of rain falling to the northward. At half after one a 
mufket was fired from our yacht towards a fmall boat, which, from it’s 
fufpicious condu(ft, our people believed to be a thief. At two the Chocarda. 
returned from Sentava with the four deferters. At three, the wind changed 
from the fouth, to the north, and for a little time, blew very frefli ; every 
now and then we heard the report of a mufleet a little aftern of us, and 
upon our left hand. At half paft four, we began to track, as did the lug- 
gage-boat with the Checerdu. About fix, MelTieurs Alms znd^ Bigot faw 
two wild hogs not far from our ^Bracktrs they fired four mulkets with balls, 
but the hogs efcaped among the nifties. At feven, paflTed on the right, a 
plantation of cotton trees, in a very fertile foil, and more railed from the 
river, than any we have lately obferved. At nine got again into an over- 
flown meadow-country, with encampments of Arabs, their families, and , 
cattle. Birds we faw as lafl: mentioned, and fome turtle v the infeft we 
call Ladycow every now and then is among us, alfo flies, moths,, and horfe- 
ftingers ; the fparrow is alfo to be found here,, and in every other place that 
I have vifited in Afiai. 

The greateft part of this day we tracked thro’ water, choaked up wicli , 
fedge, molt of it bread high j the bottom, in fome places> was out of a 
man’s depth. At fix in the evening, we reached the fide of a little ifland, 
and not far from it was an Arab camp i we, waited there for our luggage- 
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boat, <Jid not get up to lus, till nine o’clock. At feven, whilft 

at s^loilor, t^wrkijh galley paficd us, having the Pajha Gmge Mahomtd 
Jga on board ; a general, commanding thirty thoufand troops : he had been 
down the EHpbrates, directing at ndiat places the river Ihould be let in, and 
where flopped. We hailed him, and fome compliments palled ; he told us 
he Ihould haul a little ahead, and lye by for the night ; we anfwercd th^ 
we would do the fame. After he had juft paiTed us, we faluted him with 
one gun, which he returned. 


1758. 


On this little ifland Meflieurs AlmSy Pigoty myfelf and two fervants went 
alhore with our guns, and had good divcrlion, Ihooting at Jackals ; they 
were the moft hairy ones I ever faw, and which like fpaniels took imme- 
diately to the water. We found feveral of their holes, tired into one where 
we fufpefted a Jackal had kenneled, and made a fire before it, but without 
fuccefs. Wc aimed feveral (hot at an animal we took for the otter ; it lay 
on the b,ank near the water, but dipt in, and fwam from us, often diving, and 
when up, turning its head every now and then towards us, giving a melan- 
choly yell : we found its dung as large as that of a dog, it confided of the 
Ihclls of crabs, with which the banks of the Euphrates abound, as alfo 
turtle egg (hells, and the (kins of many kind of infefts. We killed 
divers birds. By our Chocarday we were told, that the dogs of an Arab 
camp behind us, had killed a large wild hog, which had been before wounded, 
probably by Meflieurs Aims and Pigot. This afternoon Mr. Alms killed 
with a Angle ball, at the dillance of about two hundred and fifty yards, a 
beautiful pheafant-colourcd curlew j there were more in company. 


This has been a windy fatiguing day for our Trackers •, the middle part 
not very hot, the evening cold. The Mufehetos about this ifland put us to 
infufferablc pain, but we got rid of thefc tormentors in the night, as wc 
reached to windward of the ifland. This afternoon we paffed the very fpot, 
where Cojee-SimoH, the Armeniatiy was lately robbed ; near to a place 
called Monzarxidub. We faw here a great number of Pelicans. Got nine- 
teen miles. Latitude by Meflieurs Doidge and Alms' % obfervations 31® 33' 
north. 


The laft night was’ very cold, and this morning the wind is high, foul Mayj- 

4ind bleak. Our Trackers ftate is fuch, as calls aloud for pity, and plenty 
of food : they have 'worked feven hours in the fedge and water, breaft 
high i and at eleven o’clock in the morning no profpeft of a change 
for the better. Saw two otters on a little dry bank, and fome turtle. Wc 
got this morning three quarts of fine rich milk, and wanted to pur- 
> chafe a calf, but the Arabs would not fell it, nor have we been able to buy 
•one fince entring the river ; not owing, as in India, to a religious fcruple, but 
bccaufe it would be a leffening of the herd, on whofe number the impor- 
tarvee of the ^eick entirely depends. Our Chocarda, this cold morning, 
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greatly exerted hitnfclf, by encouraging, punifhing, and by his own ex' 
ample ftiewing the trackers how they ought to work j he even ftripped» 
and threw hirmelf into the water, fwam to the rope, and aflifted for a little 
while in the tracking. What a ftraoge alteration in the conduift of this 
man ! 


About noon we drew near to a high fpot of ground, and paffed a tomb 
on the right, raifed to the memory of Haleb Hoffein. Upon this rifing., 
I.EMELooN. ground, is a large town built of mats called Lembloon-, it is on the. left fide 
of the river, oppofiteto which, on the right, is another tomb or monument 
raifed to Imaum Kzaai. The river here is about three hundred feet broad. 
We fent our fervant to the village to buy provifions ; during his abfence, 
tlic ‘Turkijh galley paffed us, which had been to-day behind us, and lefs exv 
peditious than ourfelves. At four our Sandal -wtM by likewife, and then 
our man returned with fome rice and Ghee^ and a bull-calf, which with 
great difficulty he had bought for us-, they would by no means part with 
the female. 

Since we IthBaJfora^ we have always had cool water in plenty, owing to it’s . 
prefervation in the earthen jars, which we there provided ourfelves with. The 
water is not perfedly clean, nor is it very foul ; we fine it in the jars with 
a little alum, otherwife it would be very muddy. Upon the whole, at pre- 
fent we make no complaint of our water, but. often declare, that if the 
wells of the Defert are as propitious to us, as the Euphrates is now, we. 
Ihall think ourfelves fortunate in this important article. 

The fatigue of the morning occafioned one of our Trackers to run away; 
another of them is fick, and two more arc, or pretend to be fo. With 
pain, I obferved this forenoon, that one oi tht Trackers to the Turkijh giWty 
from exceffive wearinels gave over work, and made towards the veffel, cn* 
deavouring to get into her; he feetned to be almoft exhaufted, and cried 
out for admittance, but inftead of being fuffered to enter the galley, he was 
fcvercly beaten with a large flick by one of the officers, and the poor crea- 
ture was obliged to quit his hold, and to fwim the river; he made fon 
the fedge on the left-Jiand fide, into which he threw himfelf, and lay 
groaning as we paffed by it was debated whether we ought to take him in, 
but 'twas concluded, that this might give offence to the Bajha, and efpe- 
cially as the man was not far now from an Arabian camp. Soon . after 
we had paffed him, he creeped afliore, and made towards the encamp^r 
ment. 

Our people fed well to-d^ ; for to their rice and Ghee^ we added the 
oft'als of the calf. How different the cuftoms of thefe Arabs^ from the 
Gentm in India ! none of the latter will eat of the moft delicate food, even 
if but another unlcfs of his own Cajt, has touched it : the former are 

Id 



t 257 ] 

fo free of fcrnpic, that they will feed on the guts and fkins of beafts, and 1758. 
cat every ferap left on our plates. 

At nine at night we anchored in theftreani, waitingfor the Sandah which 
joined us a little before eleven ; prefently, the Chocarda gave an alarm by 
firing his mujflcet towards the fiiore, and calling out, that rogues were 
very near us in boats.” Our fervant Vertan infiantly fired another from 
the yacht, which obliged us all to arm and run to the deck. We de- 
manded from the Sandal^ the real caufe of this manoeuvre; were anfwered, 
that four or five boats had been near us, and though hailed, would make 
no anlwer. Mr. Py(\ who had the watch, faw one fmall boat pafs with two 
or three men, but no more ; and was difpleaied at the fervant’s following 
tlie Chocarda^ example, as there was not the lead occafion for the diftur- 
bance : by the difeharge of the mufivets, a village alfo was alarmed, which 
by the voices of men and women, the cry ot children, and barking of 
dogs, we dilcovered to be very near. Soon alter, there was a profound 
fiieiicc on board the luggage-boat, by which we judged that x\\c. Chocarda 
railed the alarm, with the view only to make us keep a good look-out, 
while he took a Ibund fleep. 'I'he Piirhjb galley was at this time about a 
quarter of a mile ahead, at anchor alfo in the ftream. 

Since we paflhcl Lemhloon^ we hav'e been again amidft a low, wet country, 
the fides of the river full of fedge, and very diltrefiing to our "Trackers* 

'i;he otters here are about the fize of a cat. We faw but few birds to-day. 

A fmall water-lilly grows among the flags all up this river. 

At twelve at night, the air was warmer than iifual, and damp. By obler- 
vation the latitude is 31® 40^ north. We advanced only 12 miles this 
day. 

In Mr. Ahn'% watch this morning, between the hours of two and five, May 10. 
fume little noile was lieard on board the ^ayidal, and our. people underftood, 
tr^at a man had jumped from her into the water, and iwam to the Ihorc ; 
about levcn o’clock, we received a meflage from the Chocarda^ defiring we 
would flop a little, tor he wanted to Ipeak to us on an affair ot confequence : 
when he came, he told us, with a melancholy countenance, that, early in the 
morning he had been robbed of fifty Venetian Zechins and Tiis outer veil; 
that the thief had iwam from the Ihorc, ftolen into the veffel, gotten to the 
place where he flept, and taken the money from his troulers pocket, and 
his coat by his (ide. We farcaffically looked iurprized, rallied, and told 
him liis llecping was unlike an officer; that none ot us (which was the 
truth) had taken our clothes off fince we had been on the paflage ; and then 
expreffed our fears about the fafety of our own affairs under his proteftion. 

11c would fain have perfuaded us to have given full credit to the (lory ; and 
to acquit himfelf of negligence, he laid the whole blame on the drowfinefs of 
a relation of his in the lame veffel, in vvhofe watchfulnefs he faid he had 

L i placed 
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*75®' placed great confidence, and brought him on that very account. We 
fmiled, and appeared fo incredulous on the occafion, that contrary to his late 
ceremonious deportment, he left our veffel without taking leave. 

We began tracking this morning a little before five, and prefently after 
a boat went down the river, three days from Hilla, which told us that the 
Caravan was not yet gone. The land here is on the drain, it having been 
overflowed : in fight were many comfortlefs huts, feme placed on the very 
water, but almoft all on exceeding damp ground, drained by a fur- 
rounding ditch of a foot and a half deep, dug within four or five feet of the 
hut itfelf. Such miierable places of abode, as we have pafled in great 
abundance of late, I never before beheld j in each, which confifts of one 
apartment only, are contained the man, wife or wives, children, dog, and 
now and then two or three fowls. One Buffalo-cow always belongs to this 
wretched fpor, which every morning and evening is driven home to 
give fuftenance to the family. In thefe hovels, you fee fometimes a 
fword, but always a lance of about nine feet in length, of the fame kind, 
but not near fo handfomc, as thofe at Madagafcar ; and from them, I ima- 
gine, ifliie out the petty robbers of this pare of Aralia. 

About four this afternoon we had on both fides, a fine level pafture 
country, well inhabited with Buffalos^ oxen, cows and flieep the latter we 
have not remarked in plenty for fome days paft. Saw however a great 
quantity of Pelicans, and other birds. The river here, is narrow, deep, 
rapid, and very muddy : the two lafl; owing to the land on our right being 
on the drain, and the water falling with fome velocity from a hanging level ; 
the land to the left is rather lower than the river, but the water is pre- 
vented from overflowing, by a bank which has been thrown up by art, 
and conllantly kept in repair. 

We were frequently near the Turkijh galley to-day, but could not get .a 
fight of the Bajha, he being in bed the whole or greatell part of the day, and 
has been fo ever fince the commencement of the Ramazan ; fuch wc are told 
is the ufage of Mahometans in this long fall of one moon : they fuffer no 
food or drink to enter their lips during the whole day, but, it is faid, mofl: 
of them feed heartily in the night. They are glad to I'pend that time in fleep, 
which otherwife would be very tedious to them, and perhaps imagine that 
by this means they fliall be lefs liable to thofe folicitations of nature, 
which their religion teaches tlicm, at this fealbn, entirely to relinquifli*. 

Our 


• Ramazan, or RamaJau ; a folenin feafon of fading among the Mahometans, kept In the 
ninih month of the Arabic year This fall confills in ahllaining from meat and drink, and 
ti'om lying with their vvives each day, from the rifing of the fun ’till the flars appear ; and'is 
of-fuch find obligation, that none arc cxcufed from it; for the fick, and all others who cannot 
obferve it in this month, are obliged to fall another entire month indead of it. So fuperfti- 
tious arc the Mahometans i\\ the obfervance of this Lent, that they dare not wafli their mouths, 

or 
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Our Chocarda however is not of this fcrupulous turn ; the quantity of fpirits 
and wine he daily drinks, too abundantly declares it. He was fo much off 
his guard yefterday as to fay, that he would eat even pork or bacon with 
us i and yet this fellow, when in a paflion, is always fure to brand his 
Trackers with the infamous appellation of Pork-Eaters, 

At feven o’clock in the evening, v/e drew near to Dezvana, the capital of 
the government of Hafca, where rcfides Aly Aga ; his power commences at Hasca. 
Corna (which ends that of the governor of Bajj'ora) and extends up the river, 
as far as Ililla. The river grows much broader now, and a little higher 
up, it appeared to be at leaft a mile over. At eight, pafled a large river to 
the left hand. All the country about us is neatly cultivated for pafturage, 
the river being with great care and judgment admitted, or Ihut out, agree- 
able to the neceflity of the herdfman. 

At a little after twelve at night, we anchored at a fmall diftance from 
'Devoana, commonly called (as is the province) Hafca. We got twenty- 
live miles to-day. At noon the latitude by obfervation was 31" 48' 
north. 

At fun rife, which was a quarter pad five, we faluted the governor with May n, 
fix guns and eight bounces ; and agreeable to Mr. Sha-jv's direeflion, fent 
afliore his letter, and our compliments by Mr. Hemet, the Chocarda, and one 
of our European fervants. In a little time we learnt, that the governor could 
not be fpoken with till five o’clock in the evening, upon account of the 
Ramazan. 

Cojee Pagoofe, an Armenian merchant of Bajfora, at prefent refiding here; 
to whom Mr. Sha'io wrote a letter in our fiivour, came on board of us 
early in the morning, to bid us welcome, and to offer his beff fervices with the 
governor. He told us, he was confident Aly Aga would give us an honour- 
able reception, but that on account of the Fuji it would be impoffible for 
any perfon to get accefs to him before five in the evening •, that he would 
]nit Mr. Shaia's letter into the hands of one of the governor’s attendants, 
who on his mafter’s coming out of his room, would be fure to deliver it. 

He added, that foon after five, he believed we might be fupplied w'ith 
Trackers and neceflaries in order for our departure, provid<xi we could 
not be induced to tarry longer ; but that he himfclf ffiould be happy 
could he prevail on us to ftay a little while, and receive the civilities 
the governor would be ready to Ihew to Englijhmen. As he verily 

or even fwallow their fpittle. The men are, indeed, allowed to bathe thcmfelvcs, on condi- 
ti(fn they do not plunge the head under water, led fome drops enter by the mouth or cars, &c. 

But as for the women they are dridly forbidden to bathe, &c. However, they frequently 
fcad all night. The Mahometans call this month holy, and believe that as long as it lads, 
the gates of Paradife are open, and thofe of Hell Ihut. 

DiUmafy of Am and Stiencu* 
hit believed 
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1758. believed the Caravan would not depart from Baghdad before the fifteenth 
of the Moon, we refolved to wait, and it was agreed upon between Cojee 
Pagoofe and us, that at fun-fet, the time Jly Jga was to appear on his 
S' errace, we would, on the fignarof the merchant’s waving his hand that the 
Jga was there, falute him from our little yacht, which we accordingly did, 
repeating the falute of the morning. 

The governor and his numerous attendants, appeared on the houfe-top, a 
little before the fetting of the fun •, and when it was gotten to the horizon, I 
obferved that he and all his train, proftrated themlelves in prayer. Soon 
after they had ended, a melfage came from Jly Jga, congratulating us upon 
our fafe arrival at Ilafca, with afllirances of his doing all in his power to 
forward ourpalTage up the river-, and excufes for having, on account of the 
ftrift laws of the Fajt, kept us fo long without his paying his compliments : 
concluding with an invitation, to drink coflee with him in the evening. 
To all this having made our proper acknowledgements, the meflengcr 
added, that the governor would be obliged to deprive himfelf of the ple.a- 
fure of our company till late in the evening ; the rcafon afllgned was, be- 
caufe he intended to prefent one of us with a Turkijh veft, and as he had 
ordered that it lltould be a very handfomc one, it would require fome hours 
to make it. 

Monfieur Hemet, on this occafion, was our interpreter ; and as he had 
fpent fo much of his time in Pet/ta, about the court, he knew very well 
how to aft for us. He prevailed upon Jly Jga to fend us his great barge, 
at the time he wilhed us to come, and told him, that we were unaccuftomed 
to fit on the ground thougit covered with a carpet the governor replied, 
that “ we Ihould have cufliions, and was he matter of chairs, we thould be 
welcome to them adding, that if we chofc to fend our own feats, it would 
be altogether as agreeable to him. This was a matter of the utmoft indif- 
ference to us, we had no public charafter to maintain, and fliould have been 
as well pleafed with the cufhion, as the tlool j but our old friend would 
not hear of what he called fuch a conceffion, affuring us, that the chair or 
the ftool, “ voud he de more honorable we fubmitted, finding at each other. 
An intimation had been given us, that three would be the proper number 
to wait on this great man ; fuch he really is, his government being the 
moll important of any in this part of the world, the Bajha of Baghdad ex- 
cepted. It was eleven o’clock before the officer of his lioufehold came in 
the barge to attend us, though during this time, there had been fent us 
more than one apology for the delay. As foon as we were landed, the 
barge faluted us with one gun : Cojee Pagoefe, with many officers, received us 
on the Ifiore, attended with fervants and a number of lights, and they all ac- 
eompanied us to the governor. We were received on the Terrace ; Jly Jga 
was feated, furrounded by his principal Jgas to the number of fifty, dreffed 
in green or red. At our coming to the carpet, on which the ftools were 
jjlaccd,, we put off our fhoes, which we had Hipped down for that purpofe. 

before 
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before we left the veflcl : we were drefled as Europeans^ and on approaching 1758* 
him, we uncovered our heads, and bent our bodies, after our own manner; 
he returned our compliments fitting, but gracefully bending his body for- 
wards, putting his right hand upon his breafi, and then immediately point- 
ing to our feats, we fat down, and covered our heads. We fat fronting 
him ; on each hand he had an ancient venerable perfon; farther to his right, 
were in four ranks other officers all fitting, fix or feven in each rank, and 
to his left were ftill more. Many fervants ftood behind us, among them 
my man Alexander had intruded himfclf ; our Chocarda too was obferved 
to be at this entertainment. 

Aly Aga addrefifed himfelf to us, by the mouth of Cojee Pagoofe and Mr. 

Hemet \ Pagoofe fpeaking to the latter in Perfian^ and he to us in French^ 
and fometimes in broken Englijh, Common compliments took place firfl:, 
refpecting our health, that of Mr. Sbaw^ &c. then he alkccl us of the par- 
ticular incidents of our voyage hitherto, of our intended route, and of our 
motives for undertaking fo fatiguing and perilous a journey ; he was greatly 
amazed to find they were not pecuniary ones, but proceeded chiefly from 
curiofity. lie then changed his difeourfe to our company’s affairs at Bengali 
and the revolutions which had lately happened there; talked of our fleet in 
Lidia^ of the Icveral powers at war in Europe^ and of the face of afl^airs there 
at prefent •, and at laft, of the navigation up the river Euphrates^ of the 
latitude of Baffora^ Dczvana^&iQ. During this converfation wc were enter- 
tained, firfl:, with a faucer of fweetmeats, of which fomc of us eat four or 
five very fmall fpoonfuls, and intended to have finiflied the whole, but 
Monfieur whilpered to leave off, ^\for dat one fpoonful only^ zvas de 

more polite f then a fmall cup of coffee was brought, and after a ifiort in- 
terval a fmall bafon of warm fwcet water feented with rofes ; laflly, our 
handkerchiefs were wetted with rofe-water, and our noltrils fmnigated with 
' the fmoke of Ambergreafe and Agala wood. We had given to under- 
ffand, that foon after the ferving of the fweet vvarcr and odours, we ihould 
be at liberty to take our leave ; on our making a inonon to do this, Aly Aga 
repeated to us, how forry he was the fdenmity of liie Ramazan deprived 
him of the pleafure of our company by day; but that, if convenient to us,, 
he fliould be happ^y, would we continue litre for a few days to recover from 
our fatigue, and he would endeavour to make us pafs the time as 
agreeably as was in his’ power. Wc cxcufed ourfelves fiom accepting his 
kind invitation, by informing him of the neceflity we were under to 
reach Baghdad as ibon as poiliblc ; and that v/e had an ackiitional mo- 
tive to haften our journey, which was the carnefl defire of feeing our 
native country, and our families, from whom we had fuflercd a long 
and painful reparation. His aniwer implied, that he liacerely wiflied us a 
•happy fight of both, hoped our journey and voyage would be as pleafant 
and Ipeedy as poffible, and that the Great God would conduct us fafe. We 
cxprelfcd in the beft terms we were able, our fenfe of his favors ; to which 
he replied very fenfibly and politely. As foon as we got frooi our feats,, 

Mr. 
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J758. Mr. Doidge^ our elected chief, had a filk Pelife or. veft put upon him, lined’ 
— v«— with Ermine^ worth about ten pounds, for which he made one of his hand- 
fomeft bows to Aly Aga. 

Our vifit lafted about half an hour, when we all took leave, and repaired 
to the barge, and in Iier to the yacht : the barge fired anotlier gun at our 
getting on board. Pagoefe and the fame officer of the houfehold who had 
attended us before, now accompanied us to our cabbin. ^Ve drank before 
May 12. them /^/y Aga'% health, and fired a gun. Between twelve and one both 
thefe gentlemen left us, by whom we fent on fitore ten fequins, or about 
five guineas, to tlie treafurcr, to be divided among the governor’s fervants. 
We detained them for a while, purpofely to give Mr. Doidge an opppr- 
tunity of finifliing his letter to Mr. Sbdv;, to whom we were obliged to 
write, having this day, by the advice of Cojee Pageofe, difmifTed Mr. Cho- 
carday for a repetition of his infolence, without making him the lead prefent. 
We had painted his behaviour in its true colours in our letter to Mr. ShaiVy 
but at Aiy Agd'A requeft we added a poftcript by way of mitigation ; this 
ftrangc inconfiftent fellow having thrown himfclf at the feet of that gover- 
nor, begging his intercelfion with us to write as little to his prejudice 
as polfible. 

Before Cojee Pagoofe left our veflel, we defined him to tell us, what was 
the occafion of the hearty laugh, which we obferved had taken place 
whilft Aly Aga was making his enquiries -, he acquainted us that the old 
gentleman who fat on the governor’s right hand, affefted to be a judge of 
what Meffrs. Doidge and Alms were telling Aly Aga regarding the latitude 
and longitude of places, and frequently threw in his approbation by fay- 
ing “ Aye that's true:" the laugh arofe from the governor’s merrily reply- 
ing, “ I do not doubt of the truth of what thefe gentlemen advance, and 
to be fure you are an accurate judge of itj for the utmoft of your erudition 
in this way, is I think confined to the latitude and longitude of my Perfon ; 
that indeed, you are pretty well acquainted with.” Aly Aga is a native of 
Perjia, and a man of a more inquifitive turn than is commonly found (as 
we were told) among the Turkijh governors, 

Dewanay which by our obfervations lies in the latitude 31° 56' north, 
is a confiderable town, built with mud; the governor is obliged to pay into 
the treafury of the Bafloa of Baghdady fifteen hundred purfes yearly, it 
being the ftated royal rent of the diftrid ; but I am well informed that 
Aly Aga remits at leaft three thoufand purfes: this additional fum is 
acquired by mulds on the Avals for different crimes, efpecially for rob- 
beries. The fines are commonly paid in cattle by the Sbeicksy but the 
Turks foon turn them into cadi. 

This condud of Aly Aga in remitting more to the royal treafury tlian is 
required from him, appears a very extraordinary circumfiance at firft fight ; 

but 
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but it U truly a tnoft refined ftroke of policy : for knowing that immenfe 
riches in this country are the furcft means to fliorten a man’s days, he puts 
himfelf out of all danger by never prefuming to accumulate them for 
his own ufe. He is rather ftudious to be thought the generous and difm- 
terefted, than the rich and opulent man. Doubtlefs, it is entirely owing 
to this, that he is fo great a favourite with the Bajha of Baghdad, whole 
purfe he takes care to fill, though he finds it prudent to negleft his 
own. 

Mr. Shaw told me at Bajfora, the particulars of a difpute between him 
and Jfy Aga when governor of that place, for which the latter was difplaced, 
and but of late appointed to the command at Hafca. He has fince acknow- 
ledged, , that he injured Mr. Shaw, and made all proper concclfions to 
him. They had now entered into a friendly correfpondence, and a new 
branch of trade; which it is hoped will prove advantageous to the company, 
and be of fervice likewife to this generous, genteel, worthy man, whole 
common emoluttents are judged inadequate to his fpirit and deferts. 

At half pall eight, we weighed, and took our laft leave of Aly Aga, with 
the difeharge of all our guns ; our bounces being expended in the uncx- 
pefled fecond falute of yefterday, we could not carry the compliment any 
farther : Cojee Pagoofe undertook to apologize for us on this head. Here, two 
of the Lafears or feamen belonging to our Sandal ran away ; Vertan got 
two perfons in their room, one of whom foon left us alfo : this fervant had 
now the charge of that veflel fince the difmillion of the Chocarda and his 
adherents, of whom we were now told there were three or four. 

At eleven we crofled the river, and began to track on the left hand fide. 
The land in view is partly pafture, partly arable, the cattle continue the 
fame as lately mentioned, but horfes are more numerous. We obferved 
one of the latter fwimming acrofs the river, with a fervant. This horfe (by 
our information) was-defigned as a prefent to us, had not Cojee Pagoofe 
difeovered that we had already a fufiicient number, and that a h^it would 
be more acceptable. 

At twelve we ftopt for our luggage-boat, and at half pafl: one began 
again to track: at fix- in the afternoon pafTcd a fort to the right called 
Monoly. The wind is ftill againft us, and the ftrea n runs dov/n at the rate 
of five miles an hour, which, joined to our delays from the Sandal, prevent 
our making but a very flow progrefs. At half pall eight, the ‘Trackers 
Galled to leave off work, the bottom being now bad, the banks bufhy, and 
they themfelves in fear of lions, tygers, and other wild beafts. We took 
j:hc men on board, and flood off into the ftream to avoid infults from the- 
people on fhore, but were obliged to return to the bank on account of the 
rapidity of the river. If we could have lain at a diftance from the (hore, 
we fliould have been more at cafe in all refpefts ; particularly from thofe 
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1758. bitter enemies the Mufehetos^ which peftered ns this evening, rather more 
cvcr, and are inexprefllbly tormenting, even to the degree of throwing 
ns into a temporary fever. Happy for ns ! that with the return of the fun 
and wind in the mornings, we are till the clofe of the day relieved from 
them, and without this interval, I know not what might be the confe- 
quence : the fun is our great deliverer in this refpeft ; but alas ! the incrcaf- 
ing heat of that glorious body begins to make us lament, our being no 
farther advanced on our journey ; but as v/e have no reafon to charge our- 
fclvcs with the lead iinneceflary delay, we endeavour to be fatisfied, and 
bear what may happen with becoming refolution. We made but eight 
miles to-day; latitude by obfervation 31® 58'. 

May 13. At half pad four this morning wc began to track ; at five we crofled to 
the right fide of the river, in hopes that the footing and current would be 
more tavourable ; at eleven crofled again, the current being fb ftrong, that 
we could not turn a point of land. At one in the afternoon, dopped for 
the luggage-boat. At half pad two went on again, the Vandal being in 
fight. At fix anchored for the night at fomc didance from the fliore. 
A little before feven, we were ialuted to our great furprizc with the thunder- 
ing voice of our late Chocarda^ who in a fmall boat pafled by ns and com- 
manded our fervants to deliver us his compliments. We conclude that he 
is going on his own private aflairs to Baghdad^ or perhaps to execute there 
lome orders from his governor. 

The hanks are now covered with a flirub of the cyprefs kind ; bramble- 
biiflies and feme other flirubs make a fort of fored, well fiipplied with a 
variety of finging birds; fome of them chaunt all* the night: there are 
great quantities of wild ducks. Got eleven miles. I.atitude by obferva- 
tion 32® 4 north. 

This night we took into ferioiis confideration, the very little progrefs we 
had made, and the fmall portion of time we have to fpare, as the Caravan 
by all accounts will fet out the fifteenth of the Moon\ and unanimotifly 
refolved, for greater expedition to move otirfclves and all we have on 
board the yacht, into the Sandal^ where are our horfes, and with our ten 
trackers to join her’s, that by their united force, we^may haden her motion, 
which is at prefent very flow. 

May 14. Agreeable to this refolution, a little after four this morning, we dropped 
down with the dream, and joined her; by eight we difmilicd the yacht, 
with a letter for Mr. telling him of the ftep we had taken, and 

of our having borrowed her forc-topfail, to make us a cover in the Sandal 
from the fun. At fix in the evening, wc pafTed the tomb of a reli-, 
gioLis perfon to the left : a little afterwards a human body floated by us, 
which probably had been drowned by the overfetting of a Sandal. This 
greatly alarmed our ^^ackers^ who lay, that accidents of this kind 

7 have 



[■ ] 

have frequently happened, and pofitively declared, that they would 
hot proceed any farther during the night, for fear of meeting with the 
like fate. At half part feven therefore, though a fine moon-light evening, 
we made our veflel fall to a Hake fixed on the fliore ; we got our camp- 
table and ftools out, and for the firft time eat our morfcls on the edge of 
the Defert. 

We faw to-day many ducks and one pelican •, the banks are very woody, 
or rather bulhy ; few people live hereabouts, only juft as many as arc necef- 
fary to take care of their buffaloes, which are numerous. This morning 
a woman fwam acrofs the river, which here was eight hundred yards 
wide, pulhing a bafleet before her. Mr. Alms Ihot a turtle with a ball, but 
our fervants told us, it would not be fafe to eat of it. We kept all night a 
regular watch. Another fmaU tracking boat rode near our vcffcl, bound 
to Hilla^ with three or four women, and perhaps twenty men ; they had 
two or three mulkets among them, and as many brace of piftols : at their 
coming to the (bore, they difeharged two loaded mufkets, in order to 
let the robbers know they were not unarmed, or off their guard. — Ad- 
vanced 1 2 miles to-day. No obfervation. 

At half after four in the morning, we began to track, the river very 
ferpentine and rapid ; continued working till nine at night, when we made 
faft to the Ihore, got our ftools and table aftiore, and kept a ftri(fl guard 
all night. Two or three Arabs with lances, came and made a great noife, 
and called in their cattle as if they were apprehenfive of lofing them ; we 
let them know, they bad nothing to fear from us, unlefs they ftiould 
become troublefome themfelves and on ordering them to go away, they 
complied. Got twenty-one miles to-day. Latitude by obfervation 32“ 10 
north. 

At half paft four in the morning, began to track. At eight pafled a 
village called AJfca, with mud houles, encompaffed with a mud wall •, many 
Date and other fruit trees about it. On the oppoftte fide of the river is 
another village, and a pleafant garden, called Tffidea. At eleven paffed 
a village to the right called Vena-haara, where is always a guard of foldicrs : 
foon after, paffed anothet village on the fame fide, built of mud, named 
Zaia the river water here, is fomewhat cleaner than heretofore. At one 
in the afternoon, went by two villages on the right, one called Chili, the 
other D«/a^} and at two came in fight of Hilla. Soon after, we paffed 
a river on our left called Romya, which at this place difeharges itfelf 
into the Euphrates. 

*A little before four o’clock we got up pretty near to tite governor of 
Hilla's palace, fituated in that part of the town which ftands on the left, or 
fouth fide of the river. Our Sandal carrying no guns, we could only falute 
with five bounces, their report however was equal to ihat of a four pounder. 
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We were foon furrounded by a very numerous company of people, of boys 
efpecially even the women, v/ho came down to the river with their pitchers 
for water, fatislied their curiufity by looking at us j mod of them had 
their faces half covered, many were comely, and of a pretty good 
complexion. The men in general were well made, fome are white, but 
molt of them tawny. We had been but a very little while near the 
lliore, before one of the governor’s officers came to bid us welcome; 
he fat with us on a ftool by the fide of the river, and took care the 
crowd ffioiild not prefs upon us. In the mean time we fent by Mr. 
Hemet, and our man Vertan, Mr. Shaw's letter, and another from Aly Aga ; 
they loon returned with the governor’s compliments, and an invitation for us, 
to repair to the Seraglie-, an officer with a filver and high cap,, 

came alio to condiid us. 

Notwithftanding it was the fall of the Ramazan, and before fun-fet, we 
found the governor, Chouder Ago, feated on a carpet in his porch, at the 
entrance of his palace, ready to receive us ; (he was about forty years old, 
and of the genteeleft deportment) he bade us heartily welcome, thrice ; told 
us we ffiould do him honour by taking up our abode at his houfe, exprefled 
his unfeigned forrow at the fatigues and difficulties we had pafled through,, 
of which he faid he had been informed three days ago, hoped we 
ffiould reft well under his roof, and recover our loft ftrength, and that wc 
might depend on every affiftance in his power. At our firft coming in, 
he obliged us immediately to feat ourfelves on the fide of the porch, oppofitc 
to him, where had been placed a carpet and cuffiions. The rules of the 
faft, were ftill farther difpenled with, for coffee was brought to us, as foon 
as we were feated. In the courfe of the interview, he faid, as every people 
had their different manners, and he could not but be a ftrangcr to our’s, 
he niLift defire the favour of us,, while we continued with him, to purfue 
our own inclinations in all things, but efpecially in what refpedled 
refreffiments ; he ffiould therefore be glad if we would trouble ourfelves 
to dircdl his domeftics what fort of repaft they ffiould provide for our 
fupper. Wc replied to his civilities, but begged we might be admitted to 
be ferved only with a plate of what was the ufual provifions of his family ; 
upon his repeating his wiflies, we anfwcred, “ nothing could be more accept- 
altle than a common Pillaw," (boiled fowl and rice). We begged indeed the 
favour of being accommodated with a warm Bagnio, which he immediately 
ordered to be got ready, and direded his attendants to be there in waiting with 
Sherbet, fs’c; but before we went to the bath, he ordered his people to (how 
us the apartments that were provided for us above ftairs. We then took our 
leave, each paying the other the moft obliging compliments they could think 
of ; but the T urk was very much our fuperior in this fort of converfation. 

Our rooms were the beft in the palace, lofty, with painted walls, and 
gothic arched roofs. We were accompanied to and from the Bagnio, by 
an officer carrying a filver-headed ftaff. At our return to the SerngUo, 

we 
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we found fix or eight difhes placed upon our own table, with our ftools fct » 7511- 
round it ; and though the whole was drefled after the T^urkijh manner, it was 
by no means difagreeable to an Englijh palate. An intimation was alfo given 
to us, that the governor made it his particular requeft, that in regard to 
our liquors, we would be quite free and unreftrained. This was carrying 
his complaifance to a great height, confidering how very ftrift the regular 
T urks are on this article : we doubted at firft, whether we fliould fend for 
wine, but the governor having interrogated our domeftics, and learned our 
common pradice, repeated his requeft by a mefifage fent on purpofe. 

Cbcuder Aga whilft we were at fupper, fat on a terrace « fome diftance with 
feveral of his principal officers : his treafurer accompanied us the whole 
evening, who eat, and would have drank wine with us alfo (as he whifpered 
to our interpreter) had he not been furrounded by many obfervers, who were 
aflemblcd to remark our cuftoms. At this repaft, both before and after fup- 
per we were careful to fay grace •, the Turks thought it a very odd cuftom, 

I believe, for they talked to one another about it a good deal. We fat with- 
out hats while at our meal, and the treafurer, who feemed to have fome 
drollery, after we became a little familiar with one another, pulled off his 
T urban and fat uncovered too-, this afforded great merriment to the fpedators, 
and they all feemed greatly pleafed with our manner of eating, fo different from 
their own, for they never make ufe of knives and forks, chairs or tables. 

Soon after the cloth was taken away, a meflenger came for the treafurer j 
he went, but prefently returned with the governor’s refpeds and a mef- 
fage, importing, that “ as it was his real wifh, we fhould be gay, and ufe 
his houfe as our own, and as it was probable his prefence might be a re- 
ftraint upon us; he therefore had taken the liberty (begging our pardon at 
the fame time) to withdraw himfelf to the Mufti's^ merely to convince us, 
that what he had faid about our being free and unreftrained, proceeded 
from the very bottom of his heart, and he flattered himfelf, that we would 
difplay our belief of his fincerity, by our adlions.” Upon receiving 
this meffage, the bottle paffed about very brifldy j the governor’s health 
was drank, and a chorus fong was fung. Among the lookers on, were two 
young gentlemen, fon and nephew to the governor, and for each of them 
a glafs of wine was ftolen, which they drank off in a private room. We 
had before this time, givea in by an Aga, an inventory of fuch things as 
were neceffary for our journey to Baghdad-, and the treafurer at his taking 
leave this evening, told us, that our beafts, provifions, guards, &c. fhould 
be ready for us as foon as poflible in the morning-, for though the governor 
had given us the moft prefling invitation to fpend a few days with him, 
yet we cxcufed ourfelves upon account of the hurry we were in, and the 
neceflity there was for our getting forwards. 

It was five in the afternoon before our beafts were loaded, and we ready May 17, 
to begin our journey. We had very handibme provifion made, both 
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1758. for our breakfaft and dinner-, and, in the morning, on the fuppofition we 
fhould have gone earlier than we did, the governor again broke in on the 
rules of the Vafi^ and fcated himfelf in his porch, with a defign of giving 
us an opportunity of taking our l ave. Our whole party attended him, 
except niyfclf who was greatly indifpofed j but I afterwards learnt from 
them, that they were as much outdone in hyperbole of compliment at 
this fecond, as we all had been at our firfl. interview. The whole of 
our hod’s behaviour was fuch, as greatly to prejudice us in his favour, and 
we wanted only a proper prcfent to fend him, as a grateful acknowledge- 
ment For his favours. We could not offer him money, confident with the 
indruftions Mr. Shaw had given us, and of every thing elfe that was valu- 
able we had dripped ourfclves ztKarec. At lad our good friend Mr. Hemet 
Ipared us a white Shaul, made of fine goats hair from Carminia^ and worn 
much in habits by the 'Ttirks of fadiion ; it’s value was about fixtecn zechins 
or eight guineas : this, with an handfome apology, was Tent by one 
of his domedics, who foon returned with his mader’s compliments, and 
“ That he hoped we were convinced, the trifling fervices which he had. 
“ done us, proceeded' altogether from the refped he had for our cha- 
“ rafters, and from his friendfhip to Mr. Shaw -, thefe were his only mo- 
“ tives, for endeavouring to become ufeful to us in our long and wcari- 
“ fome journey ; that he had done nothing with an intereded view, and he 
flattered himfelf we would do him the judicc to believe it; that tlie 
“ prefent which we had been fo kind as to make him, with fuch an obliging 
“ apology, was the more acceptable to him, as it was greatly expreflive 
“ of our fatisfaftion in his conduft : that he made not the lead difficulty 
“ therefore in accepting of, and was infinitely obliged to us for it.” Such 
was the complaifant and polite behaviour of this Turkifi governor, wliich, 
to fay the lead, did honour not only to himfelf, but to his country. 

At five this .afternoon, we crofled the Euphrates on a bridge of about 38- 
boats, attended by five I'urkijh cavalry, taking our route for Baghdad. We, 
made up a little Caravan of fifteen camels, thirteen horfemen well armed, 
fix mules and afles, befides our proper fervants. Soon after leaving 
the town of Hilla (which is pretty large, but bad buildings, and fituated 
on both fidcs of the river) we came upon a fandy plain, and travelled a 
north-wed courfe, meeting in our way feveral hot blads from the Defert .- 
AHOPL- at ten o’clock we arrived at a poor village called Mahoul-Kaury, about 
vuRY. twelve miles from Hilla-, but being told the houfes were dirty, and full of 
vermin, we fpread our carpets and bedding on the ground ; trading to the 
clouded canopy of heaven, while the foldicrs kept a good look-out. The 
wind blew freffi the greated part of the night, and as there were hills of 
fand very near us, accumulated by the winds of the neighbouring Defert, 
our bedding was well covered with it. When I rofe in the morning, l.was* 
greatly didrefled with third, pain in the bowels, and a bilious Diarrhcea ; for- 
tunately, we got here fome good milk, both at night, and in the morn- 
ing. 

4 
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At half paft five this morning, we refumed our march, the wind blowing 1758. 
frelh and cold j we travelled at the rate of near three miles an hour, and ’ — 
at ten reached the Caravanferah of Efeandreau\ d ftrufturc erected for tlie 
convenience of all travellers • : but our guards would not let us enter, it Caravan- 
was fo filthy, they therefore fpread carpets for us in a poor man’s houfe jufl: I'eiah. 
oppofitc to it, and there we laydown to reft. Our camels, fervants, and 
baggage, which had been hitherto behind, but with orders to go on, palled us 
about eleven ; and at twelve at noon, we were called upon to follow them : 
but .finding on enquiry, that they went no farther this evening than the 
next ftage, where they would continue till midnight, and that we could 
cafily overtake them, we determined to tarry here, until the heat of the day 
was over and font all but one of our Turkip Ibldiers, as an efcort to the 
baggage. 

At a little before four in the afternoon, we mounted ; a quarter after fi.v, 
came up with our camels, which had been put into a large Caravanferah at Hoi ta Cara- 
the entrance of Horta, a fmall miferable village, with only five or fix poor vanferah. 
families in it. This public place of reft for travellers was in very good 
order, and large enough to receive five hundred men, befidcs a great many 
hearts. The man in waiting at the Caravanferah, fupplied us with ftraw and 
water for our cattle -, the water is not good, therefore travellers always 
bring fome with them for their own ufe, as we did. I got fome goats milk 
here, which was very acceptable, not having been able to eat any thing 
but milk, fince the firft evening we were at Hilla. I was much harrafled 
to-day with a Dyfentery, attended with thirft. Our courfc from Efcandreait 
to this Caravanferah has been about N. K. We parted many travellers ; 
the road is broad and good, the country flat, and hath many paths or 
tracks of camels, £5?f. but no cultivation in fight. This is faid, and fup- 
pofed to be the plain in the land of Shinar, where Babylon once ftood. We 
walked up to a little eminence, where we faw a vaft quantity of broken 
bricks and fome cement. 

We met with an uncommon field-moufe here of a very light-grey colour, 
its feet much longer than the feet of our mice, with a fmall long tail, 
ending broad, and forked like a trident: feveral of our company endeavour- 
ed to catch it, but the creature was fo fleet and quick in it’s turnings, that 
it efcaped them, and hid itfclf in a bole in the ground. This road indeed 
abounds in holes, and about them are a great many green birds, in fize and 
make like a fwallow : 1 firft thought, that in thcle Iktle burrows, thofo i 

* " The eadern nations fepm alwaya to have had a peculiar difpofition to the offices of hu- 
manity. Their manner of keeping houfe was generally near a Uighway, ptirpofcly for the 
, relieving of travellers ; the patriarchs in the Old Tclbnient fit at their gates to fee thofe who pafs 
by, and entreat them to enter into their houfes. This cordial manner of invitation is particn-, 
larly, deferibed in the i8th and 19th chapter of Genijis. It is yet .a piece of charity frequent 
with. the tp creft Caravaiftrabi or inns for the reception of travellers.” 

Fora’s Nota on Jiooicr’s Iliad, Book vi. 

birds 
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j-^5; birds roofteii, or perTiaps, built their nefts; but going farther on, I fawfome 
land-crabs, which inclined me to think, that the holes belonged to the 
crabs, and that the birds hovered about them for food. There is a flirub 
here of about two feet high, the leaves of which in make and tafte are 
like the famphire ; alfo a fmaller (hrub which produces coccoq< We travelled 
about 20 miles to-day : courfc N. E. 

At one in the morning, we rofe, and began to pack up our bedding; 
the camels that carried the other baggage, had been loaded by our fervants 
about midnight: At two, we fet out in company with fomc additional Arah 
and Turks^ who with their loaded mules and affo, took up their lodg- 
ing lafl: night, within the fame hofpitable walls. At five we reached another 
A;:;iup Cara- Caravajiferah in the village of Azaup\ here we got coffee, and two quarts 
vaiiicJuh. Qf gQQjj warm from the goats : this morning, the air was fo fliarp, 
that I was glad to exchange my CamaUne with Jenkins^ for his thick 
Hnjj'ar cloak. At this place we found a fire ready to make onr coffee, 
and were refreflied by Handing before it. Here, one of my friends was 
greatly hurt, by feeing one or two pretty women employed like horfes or 
alfes (as he in his tendernefs exprtffed it) drawing water from a well ; rhough 
even in England^ we often fee offices equally laborious and much more 
fervile, performed by women. Befides, the drawing of water in all ages, 
and over all Afia^ appears to have been the bufinefs of women ; Homer 
fpeaks of princeffes drawing water from fprings, and wafl-iing with their own 
hands, the linnen of their refpeftive families. We know that the woman 
of Samaria^ who met ^efus at Jacobs well, came upon this very errand, 
and we have not the leaft intimation given us that it was deemed an hard* 
ihip. But if the female is fo bad off in this country, hard alfo is the def* 
tiny of the poor 'Trackers ! who, exclufive of the continual fears they arc 
under of being devoured by lions and other wild beafts, muft drag like 
horfes, through briars, bulhes, water, mud, rufhes, fcfc. and this too in 
the coldefl: fcafon, and the darkeft night. Such is really their cafCv and there 
is no poffibility of avoiding it, efpccially when they are in the fcrvice of a 
Turkijh galley. 

. / 

We did not tar-ry above half an hour at this Caravanferah^ but proceeded 
on after our camels ; about this village the country is pleafant, we faw a 
great deal of wheat growing, and large numbers of cattle grazing. About 
fix we difcovered the Minarets of the Mofques in Baghdad^ whofe ftile of 
building is not much unlike the monument at London. 

For a few miles, on both fdes of the road, were many flocks of flieep, 
herds of goats, and other cattle, as well as large fpots bearing wheat; 
the foil all along is good, and wants only a little induftry to cultivate* 
and improve it. The dirtance between the Tygris and Euphrates here, we 
were cold, is not more than fix or feven miles, confequently by letting in 
the water from thofe two rivers, the whole might be made extremely 

fruitful. 
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fruitfCjt. For many miles back, a plain open country began, and ftill 
continues gently to afeend, forming a hanging level, the higheil part being 
towards Baghdad. At feven wc took notice of a building to our left and 
having been before apprifed of it’s fituation, we had no difficulty in deter- 
mining it to be, what here pafles for the ruins of the tower of Babel. By 
the affilhince of an interpreter, I queftioned our Turkiflj foldiers on this 
fubjed', who anfwered it was Nimrod’s tower. They faid allb, upon my 
pretending to know nothing of Nimrod., that he was once a king of the 
country, but long before their Prophet or our Prophet’s time ; that he 
declared war againft the God of heaven, and in his fooliffinefs and pride, 
built .this tower, with intention to get to heaven, and make war with the 
Almighty : but he found himfelf deceived, for God confounded him and 
his machinations, by rending the building with the breath of his mouth; 
and that this ruin had been permitted to remain as a lading monument of 
the folly of vian., and of the power of God. We quedioned the foldiers 
alfo about the confufion of languages, but of that they appeared to be to- 
tally ignorant ; concluding however that we might have all our enquiries 
anfwered by thofe who were acquainted with the old Perfian boolcs, where 
all the particulars of this remarkable dory were fully related. 

At about a league diftance from the city we obferved an h.andfome large 
green tent, with two fmall ones ; as we drew nigher to them, two Turks 
mounted on very handfome light grey horfes, richly caparifoned, rode to- 
wards us full fpeed, Ihcwing their dexterity in the Gereed. Upon their 
coming near us, they flopped, made their Salaam, and gave us to under- 
ftand, that they came from thofe tents, and were in the fervice of Mr. 
Garden and Cojee Raphael, by whom they were ordered to wait there for 
our reception. We rode towards the tents, difmounted, and entered the 
larged, the ground of which was covered with a carpet. An Argile or 
fmoking tube, and coffee, were immediately brought us, and one of the 
Turks galloped towards the tov/n to inform his mailers of our arrival, but 
both the gentlemen appeared very foon, and on their coming into the tent, 
were fo obliging as to make many apologies for their abfence at our alight- 
ing, it having been entirely owing to an accident they met with upon the 
road. 

It was lucky for us that Mr. JDoidge difpatched a letter to Mr. Garden 
from Hafea, otherwife he would before now have left Baghdad, and 
been on his way to Bajfora. He appears to be an accomplifned young 
gentleman, and had been a writer in the company’s rer\’ice at Bombay ; was 
lately appointed fecond at BajJ'ora, and is at prefent engaged in bufinefs of 
confequence at Baghdad. Cojee Raphael is an Armenian merchant, a chrif- 
‘tian, who with many othei^ of his religion, and profeffion, was obliged to 
retire from Perfia on account of it’s troubfes : in Mr. Gar.ieti'% abfence, this 
gentleman tranfaifls all the bufinefs with the Bafioa anil the merchants here,, 
on account of Mr. Sham, Thefe two gentlemen, after having received us 



{ 27 * ] 

in the moft hoii^itable manner, perfuaded us to fpend the heat of the day 
in the tent, which was placed dole to the edge of the river Tygris : we did, 
and except my (elf (who was aoo ill to partake of any thing but milk) 
all were merry, and dined very comfortably on the carpet, where was placed 
an excellent cold entertainment. 

By the advice of tl>efe gentlemen, our party ftripped themfelves of their 
7'urhans, and every part of their counfry drefs, and put on hats and other 
European habits. Now a little of the finery fent back to Bombay from 
Karec^ was wifiicd for. I was apprehenfive of catching cold, and therefore 
rode towards the city with my Huffar<\o3k and Turban. Before we got to 
Baghdad^ we pafied over a creek on a ftone bridge of four or five arches j 
very many were the fpeclators here, and much their furprize, on feeing 
fo m^ny Frengees, or Franks, (the general name throughout all Turky iox 
Europeans) and by the pleafure which appeared in the countenance of the 
boys, it feemed they had never been fo agreeably entertained before. The 
hat, the hair difierently drefled, wig, coat, and every part of our habits 
and accoutrements, even the horfe-whip and European faddles, were all mat- 
ters of curiofity to men as well as boys ; and yet not the leaft kind of in- 
civility paired from any one of them. Such a number were never feen here 
before in European drelTes, for the few who tarry any length of time, 
put themfelves into the Turkijh habit ; but this would have been very im- 
prudent in us, on account of our Ihort ftay, and of the great expence j two 
complete and genteel fuits would not have coft lefs than near an hundred 
pounds. From the want of them however we are to be in a manner 
prifoners, for our polite countryman Mr. Garden would not have us 
degrade the Englijh name (which is here in high repute) by going 
into the llreets on foot, and our horlc-furniture at prefent is much too 
mean to appear with ; fo that only one or two of us at moft can go out 
properly mounted at a time, that is, with managed horfes, gayly capari- 
foned with trappings of gold or filver all over their heads and crefts, very 
rich laced or embroidered faddlc cloths, gilt or filver ftirrups, &c. &c. 
The Turk never rides with a whip, he either has a ftick for gereedtng, or 
ipcar for aiftual war *. 

About 

• The Gneedh an exercife, which confifls in a man’s dextroufly throwing a lance at an an- 
tagonift, and avoiding at the fame time that thrown agaiiilt himfelf. This is always done on 
horfe-back, and at full fpeed, the rider throwing himfelf, when in danger, under the horfe’s 
belly, or under the cover of bis fide, ever keeping himfelf from falling, by an expert ufe of 
the foot which is llill retained in one of the iHrrups, and by taking hold with his hands of 
the horfe’s mane, the girth, or fome other part of the faddlo furniture. As foon as he finds 
that he has eluded his adverfary’s lance, he throws himfelf upon the horfe’s back again, and 
rides after the weapon, which juft before had been direfled at him. This he contrives to ^ 
fnatch from off the ground, even while his horfe is in full career, and then in his turn pur- 
fuc-s and attacks his enemy with it. Thus the combat continues, until one or other is 
flruck, and fuppofed to be killed, wounded, or taken prifoner. When this manceuvre is only 
performed in fport, they make ufe of a ftick, inftead of a lance. It is the Tarfr principal mar- 
tial exercife, and they greatly pride themfelves in doing it expertly. Their horfes are in com- 
mon, 
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About five in the evening, we entered the old town, or that which lies 1758* 
weft of the Tygris. We pafled the river by a bridge of thirty-nine boats, *— v— ' 
floored with Date trees, flags, horfe-dung, and flime or mud j it is very Baohdad. 
badly railed. This bridge brought us to the new city, on the eaft of the 
river. Both cities arc built with bricks, and mud j this on the eaft fide is 
walled round. The public buildings arc better than thofc of Bajfora ; but 
the bell would be efteemed unfit for a private gentleman of a thoufand 
pounds a year in England, The ftreets are very narrow, the Bazars long, 
generally roofed in the gothic tafte, but fome which have been lately re- 
paired or rebuilt, are only clumfily covered with Date trees, and mud : holes 
are left in the roof at certain diftances, for the admittance of light and air. 

At fix we got to Mr. Garden’s houfe. SoUn after, I drank fome milk, and 
went to bed, not a little fatigued. 

The following are the refpeftive diftances of tlve principal places, lying 
on the EupbrateSy between Bajfora and Baghdad, 

Miles. 

From Bajfora to Coma — — 75 

From Coma to Cota — — — 69 

From Cota to Semava — — — — 147 

From Semava to Lembloon •— — ““65 

Etom Lembloon 10 Hafca — — — ~ 31 

From Hafca to Hilla — — — — ^2 

From Hilla to Baghdad. — — — — 

Total — 489 


mon, about fourteen hands, or fourteen and a half high, handfome, light, and fpirited. 
They never dock their tails, and it it reckoned a difgrace for a gentleman or foldier to mount 
a gelding or a mare, 
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CHAP. III. 


\Jeccttnt of thofe noxious hlajis called Safeiels. — Befcription of a Takht Revan.. 
— Account of Bughdid.— Anecdotes of Solyman the governor., and of Selitn 
Balha of Courdiftan. — Military ftrength of Bjighdad. — Obfervations on the- 
Turks. — Dtfcription of three ancient ruins called Tank Kcffera, Kurman 
Shah, and NimrodV T ower. 


T O our great mortifrcation the Aleppo Caravan hsid left Baghdad twenty 
days before our arrival. This was a melancholy piece of news ta 
every one of us, but efpecially to me, on account of my ill ftate of health. 
The weather was already too warm, and the profpeft before u.s of waiting 
ftill longer before we could begin our journey over the Defers, could not 
fail to make us very uneafy. Our old friend Mr. ufed his utmolt 

endeavours to prevail upon me not to leave this place till the month of OSlo- 
her } he urged my prefent bad ftate of health, the increafing heat of the wea- 
ther, but above all the danger of our meeting with thofe noxious blafts, cal- 
led in the Arabian language Samiels-, hbtand fuddeh gqfts df wind, towhiciv 
travellers are expofed in paflirrg the Defert of Arabia ; by fome fuppofed 
to be the deftruftive Eajl Wind mentioned in Job, and fome of the Pro- 
phets. They fometimes blow about the middle of June, but more 
frequently in the months of July and Auguft, when they commonly bring 
inftantaneous death to every man and beaft that happens to ftand with his 
face towards them. Providentially, a certain though fliort warning of their 
approach is given, by a fenfible alteration of the air. When this is per- 
ceived, all travellers, together with their horfes, camels, iAc. muft, as the 
onjy means of fafety lie proftrate with their faces to the ground, and their 
feet towards the Samiel, and thus continue till it is pafled. This peftilentiaL 
vapour flies fwift, and commonly does not expand itfelf far ; it’s ftreams 
are of no great breadth, fo that travellers at a few miles diftance from each 
other are expofed to different Samiels, and fome are fo fortunate as entirely 
to efcape them *. 

This. 

* Thu hot wind, peculiar to the Di/ert of Arahia, is called in the Arahimn language, Sa- 
jt blows over the De/ert in the months of and Auguft, from theN. W. quarter, and 
tbihenmes it continues with all it’s violence to the very gates of Baghdad, but never aifefU 

any 
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This morning wc were vifited by many Jew^ ArmtniamrA Italian mer- ^ 758- 
chants ; our future journey naturally became the fubjeft of converfation, 
and there were as many different opinions as there were men ; however, all 
agreed with Mr. Hmet^ that unlefs we could fet off at fartheft, by the mid- 
dle of Jme^ we muft find the Defert txittmtly diftrcfling, and very dan- 
gerous. One or two propofed our going by the way of Moful and Biarbekir ; 
from which laft place we might cafiiy get either to Aleppo or Conjianti- 
nople. Thc 7 told us, it was alinoft certain, that at ^/loful we ftiould join 
the great Caravan^ which left Baghdad about three weeks ago for that city, 
Biarbekir^ and Tocat^ but would be obliged to wait at Moful twenty days : 
they propofed we fliould make it known that wc were to take that route, 
as the merchants would gladly embrace the opportunity, and fit out a 
Caravan to join us, and thereby we Ihould mutually lirengthen and affill 
each other. We objefted, that this would be a tedious method ; they re- 
plied, that we might travel by ourfelvcs, and with eiitire fafety, pro- 
vided we took the Bajha\ paffport with us, and a proper officer to fee that- 
the orders contained in it were put in execution. The Italian merchant 
MichaeU affured us that travelling thus, we might reach Conftantinople^ or, 
as the Turks all it, StambouU in thirty-five days. The thoughts of avoiding 

any body within the walls. Some years it does not blow at all, and in others, it appears fix, 
eight, or ten times, but feldom continues more than a few minutes at a lime. It often paffes 
with the apparent quicknefs of lightning. 

The Arahiam and P^rjians, who are acquainted with the appearance of the Iky, at or near 
the time this wind aril’eth, have warning of it^s approach by a thick haze, which appears like 
a cloud of dull ariling out of the horizon ; and they immediately upon this appearance, 
throw themfclves, with their faces to the ground, and continue in that pofition till the wind 
is pafTed, which frequently happens almoit inftantaneous ; but if, on the contrary, they are 
not careful or brilk enough to take this precaution, which is fometimes the cafe, and they get 
the full force of the wind, it is inftant death. 

The above method is the only one which they take to avoid the cffefls of this fatal blafti 
and when it is over, they get up and look round them for their companions, and, if they fee 
any one lying motion lefs, they take hold of an arm or leg, and pull and jerk it with fome 
force ; and if the limb thus agitated feparates from the body, it is a certain fign that the wind 
has had it’s full cfFed ; but if, on the contrary, the arm or leg does not come away, it is 
a fare fign there is life remaining, although to every outward appearance the perfon is dead ; 
and in tliat cafe, they immediately cover him or them with deaths, and adminifter fome warm 
diluting liquor to caufe a perfpiiation, which is certainly, but flowly brought about. 

The themitilves can fay little or nothing about the nature of this wind, only that it 

always leaves behind it a very flrong fulphureous fmell, and that the air at thefe times is quite 
clear, except about the horizon, in the N. W. quarter, before obferved, which gives warning 
of it’s approach. 

I have not been Able to learn whether the dead -bodies are fcorched, or dilfolvcd into a kind 
of gelatinous fubllance ; but from the ftorica 1 have heard, there has been frequent rcafon to 
belteve the latter ; ^nd jn that cafe, ! fliould attribute fuch fatal efFedU rather to a noxious va- 
pour, than to an abfolute and excelTive heat. The Jlory of it’s going to the gates of Baghdad 
and no farther, may be rcafdnably enough accounted for, if the effects are attributed to a poi-^ 
fonous vapour, and not an exccfiive heat. 

*The above-mentioned wind, Samielf is fo well known in the neighbourhood of Baghdad 
JBaJora^ that the very children fpeak of it with dread. 

Letter from an oficer in the ferwee of the Esiik India comfanj to a 
friend in London, Annual RegiUcr, 1766, 

N n 2 


the 



[ ] 

and feeing the metropolis of the Ottoman empire, were circumftanccs 
very flattering to us : with avidity we adopted the propoial, but our pleafurc 
“Was of ftiort duration ! others pofitively declaring, that the country through 
which we were to pafs, was ftill in the utmoft diftrefs for want of proviflons } 
that a fatal ficknefs had taken place in confcqucnce of the famine j befides 
which, there was at prefent a civil war in Moful, and the whole country 
about it extremely infefted with robbers from the Sanjac mountains, there- 
fore it would be impraflicable to travel without a large Caravan. After a 
calculation of time had been made, it appeared that it would take two months 
before we could Ttich Stambouli lb the fcheme of il 4 ;Vi>ar/ dropped. 

T wo reverend fathers, Fidelle an Italian^ and Ange a Frenchman, paid us 
this morning alfo a vifit, with the compliments of Emanuel the Roman 
bilhop of Babylon, and of the French conful at Baghdad-, who congratulated 
us on our fafe arrival, acknowledged the receipt of Monf. Perdria'i letter, 
and aflured us of his lordfhip being devoted to our fervice. The fathers 
could determine nothing fully in refpedt to our future journey -, all ways 
were flrated, and each appeared to have great difficulties. We therefore 
haftened to vifit the bilhop, in hopes he would be able to help us to fix on 
fome decifive method. We found him a lively, well-bred, fenfible man, be- 
tween fifty and fixty years of agej very communicative, wilhing to advife ns 
for the bell, but open enough to declare, he hardly knew how. He men- 
tioned a common faying in France, Be cautious bow you give advice in what 
relates to marriages, or journies, and then faid, notwithllanding the prudence 
of the maxim in general, in the prefent cafe he would deliver his fenti- 
ments with all freedom. He told us a piece of news juft come to town, 
of a Caravan having been robbed between Moful and Diarbekir ; he ex- 
prefled his apprehenfions of the rifle we fliould run from the heat, and the 
pelliferous wind of the Defert, provided we did not fet out by the tenth 
or twelfth of next month at fariheft ; but feemed to think, that if we could 
get away by that time, and would be at the expence of litters, or as they 
are called here Takbt Revans, or moving thrones, we might perform our 
journey without any great degree of danger or fatigue. 

As this was not a time for us to think much about faving money, we 
confented to the propofaT, and as a^rw was then fitting out a Imall Caravan 
for Aleppo, and faid it fhould depart in eight or ten days without fail, and 
with it. would go an Arab conduftor of good charafter, well-known to 
Meflrs. Shaw and Garden, we now feemed refolved to accompany him. The 
bilhop promifed us to look out for one of thofc litters, rccollefling that a 
Furk of his acquaintance fome little time before purchafed fuch a thing for 
an intended religious journey. 

May 21* The Bilhop leturned our vifit this morning, accompanied by father 
Fidelk -, he apologifcd for putting it off fo bng, faying, he was prevented 

from 
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from waiting upon us laft night, having been on the look-out for the faiht 
RevaHt but the 'Turk had parted with it, for a journey to Mecca. »— ^r- 

The Jray condu&ior of the intended expedition, whofe name is Hahil 
S'leylem, was alfo with us this morning, and promifed to fet off with his 
little Caravan in eight days at fartheft, as the yew*s goods were daily ex- 
peded from Bajfora. We had a great deal of converfation, and at lalf, 
by the affiftance of Mr. Garden, llruck a bargain with him on the following 
conditions. 


Five Camels for the carriage of ftores in twenty-one bafkets. Four Camels 
for fourteen portmanteaus, three of which arc common Englijh ones, the 
others are made of canvas, with our bedding, linen, and a tent. Six 
Camels for water for ourfelves and fervants, who (including the two country 
Chrijlians) make up ten perfons. Three horfes, and two mules. Ont Camel 
for carrying corn ror the beads. One Camel for carrying two covered cradles 
on its back, for the occafional relief of our European fervants. One Camel 
for carrying a clafp table, fix clafp ftools, a tent, eighteen poles, and pins, 
a neceffary tent, and other little matters. 

Piaftres. 

For eighteen Camels, at 50 piaftres each — — — 500 

For as many Camels or Mules as fhall be necclTary to carry two 
“Takht Revans, each to hold two perfons — — 500 


Total — 1400 


It was alfo agreed between us and our Arab conduftor, that in confidcra- 
tion of the above fourteen hundred piaftres, he lhall do his utmoft to bring 
us fafe to Akppo ; that he fhall himfelf difeharge all contingent expences 
to the feveral Sheicks of the Arabs whom we might chance to meet with ; 
and we are not to be called on for money for foldiers, or on any other 
account whatfoever refpefting the journey. — If at our arrival at Aleppo, 
Hahil Swylem lhall have deferved it, then at our pleafure, to prefent him with 
a drefs or two. He is alfo to find fervants for the care of our cattle, who 
are to pitch and ftrike our tents, and do all other offices, except that of 
dreffing our viduals; the faid Arab is alfo to provide us with fewel* and 
water. 


Nothing particular happened. 


Monday, 
May aa. 


Mr. Deidge was very bufy to-day in finifhing a promifed draught of the May aj. 
windings of the river Euphrates from Bajfora to Hilla, for Aly Aga governor 
of Hafca. 


• The fewel to be met with on the Qi/ert, chiefly conMs of camels dung, and fontetimes 
a fmall Ihrub. 
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We were now very uneafy at the Jew's goods not being arrived, and 
the more fo, as it was hinted to us, that his Caravan will not be ready to 
let out for at leaft a month, which would render it unfafe for us to 
proceed. 

In the afternoon we paid the bilhop a fecond vifit, and prayed Mr. Garden 
to fend to tlie Jew merchant, revoking an order before given him, to pay 
the Jrab on our account, fourteen hundred piaftres. About ieven in the 
evening we heard from our 'Terrace the report of two fmall cannon, and a 
little alter eiglit the Jew came and acquainted us that his goods were arrived. 
We told him our apprehenfions he declared that he fhould have his 
merchandife all ready to put on the Camels in three or four days, and after 
that it would reft with Habil Swylem to lade, difpatch and depart : which 
he heartily wifhed on his own account, as well as ours, could be the follow- 
ing day, as till then, the expence of keeping three hundred Camels would 
be a great drawback on the merchant’s profit. We found he had already 
advanced the ./frni tight hundred piaftres on Qur account, but we defired him 
to flop his hand. 

Habil Swylem came to us this morning with the Jew merchant •, the firft 
promifed to enter into a written agreement, that if he docs not go hence 
in ten days, he will repay the fourteen hundred piaftres on demand, and 
the concraft at our plcafure ihali be void : we commiflioned the Jew to 
get this agreement, and the whole of our former contradl: with the Arab^ 
committed to paper in the Arab's own language, and figncd by him. 

Cojee Raphael ordcKdi it Takbt Revan to be brought for our infpeftion ; 
we found it too fhort, and too little in every refped for our purpofe, but 
the biihop fent us carpenters «o «nake new ones out of the wood that Mr. 
Garden had bought for the occafion : each is to be large enough to hold 
two perfons, and is to be ftx feet 'long, four broad, and five in height, arched 
at the top with thin boards, over which we purpole to put hides, the better 
to Ihelter us from the fun j, the fides are to be letticed for the convenience of 
admitting air v the infide is to be Imed with green linen, and the machines 
are to be fixed upon two poles, and carried by two mules. 

The conveniences for travelling in T vrky are confined to the Takht Re- 
van, Cage, or Cradle, horfes, alTes, and camels. Takht Revans we are 
informed, are only allowed to people of the firft rank, unlels on very par- 
ticular occafions, fuch as a journey to Mecca, ftfe. — The Kahier, or prime 
miniftcr^s wife it Baghdad, had lately one made for her own ufe; but loon 
after it was finilhcd, Ihe received a meffage with the Haram's * compliments, 
defiring to be informed what vehicle was now left by which it was poffible 



• Haram it ufed cither for the Bafia't chief wife, or for the place where his wives refide. 
Harram, figaifies prohibited, or ualawful io refpeft to meo. 

7 for 
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for the lady to manifeft the fuperiority of her rank over the Kahier's * 75®* 

wife; and intimating, that if Ibe was unacquainted with ahy other method "v— * 

for keeping up the diftmftion between them, (as the Haram herfelf con- 
feffed fhc wholly was) it would be efteemed obliging in her to lay afide 
all thoughts of making ufe of the Takht Revan fhe had ordered to be 
built. — The compliance of the Kahier'% lady was unavoidable, and pro- 
bably fo was her mortification. 

Our friend Mr. Hemet came and excufed himfelf, for having been three days May 
abfent, owing chiefly bccaufe he could not walk the ftreats in an European 
habit, without infults froth the boys ; on which account, and as he is deter- 
mined not to move his family hence till OSloher^ he is preparing for himfelf 
a country habit. Tht jif-ah xo\d us yerterday, he would be ready to leave 
this place with our party in a very few days, if we thought fit •, and adviled 
our advancing as far as Jet,: a place fomc few leagues litn the other fide of the 
Euphrates, and there wait for the coftiing up of his : he propofed 

this, he faid, as a means of our getting pall the moft dangerous part of the 
whole journey, in refpedl to the wind. Ta.king the thing for granted, 

we feemed to relifii the fcheme, but the btfiu^ who paid us a vifit this 
morning unattended, difluaded us from kj faying there was no more danger 
between this place and Jet, than between* that ind Jleppo -, and he hoped, 
if Swylem kept his word, or even if he IhouJd not exceed above five or fix 
days of Ills time, we might with the precautionl already taken, go on hap- 
pily enough ; but was altogether for our flaying till the Caravan let off, left: 
after our departure, the condudlor, though reckoned a good fort of man 
in his way, fhould play us fome llippery trick*', 

The afternoons are very hot now in the cky^j the ftreets are fo narrow, 
and the walls fo high, that the common houles aie quite fuffocating. That 
which we live in, has a very comfortable hall, five feet below the ground. 

This evening was very pleafant,: wcTpeht it as we do all others with our 
agreeable hoft on the ’Terrace. He fleeps dx^K in the night, but none of us 
have as yet followed his example. I Eteo^ quite well : but 

my dear friend Mr. Doidge is fomewhat jnd%Q®^', he coughs and fpits, which 
makes me fear it to be the firfl; s/CtaC^ c|f 

Mr. Garden had a prefcnt fent him from the Seraglio of two pounds of 
Ghee, brought from the Verfian mountains, diftance fix days journey. We 
are at prefent fupplied with pretty good apples and apneots from fome 
gardens which arc fituated by the fide of the river near Hilla ; and in thofc 
gardens are vines, date, and other fruit trees •, grapes and plumbs will be 
ripe in a few days. Our table is furnilhed with plenty of cucumbers, and 
berenjoles ; but cabbages are patt, fo are beans and peas : the river afibrds 
fifli, but they arc not firm. 


Mr. 
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173S. Mr, and I fofe at four this morning, and took a ride round both 
towns, accompanied by the biihop and Mr. Garden. We were about an 
zi. quarters in compaffing the old town, which we judged to 

be near five miles in circumference -, the other, which lies on the eaft fide 
of the I'ygris., and is not quite fo large, took us up an hour and fifteen 
minutes.^ The biihop thinks they both contain about four hundred and 
fitty thoufand fouls. He was not clear as to the precife time when they 
were built -, but what is called the new town, is lefs ancient than the other 
When the emperor Amurath took Baghdad from the PerJianSy he let about 
fortifying this part. It is furrounded with a good wall, with many turrets, 
and a parapet for mulketry ; it has alfo, at certain diftances, nine baftions, 
each mounting eight brafs guns, but in bad order, and of irregular fizes, 
procured from the Portuguefe fettlemcnts in the gulph of Perfia-, fome 
were call in Germanyy fome in Perftay and others in Holland. His lord- 
Ihip told me, he believed there might be in the city, mounted, or on 
the ground, one hundred and fifty cannon. Before the wall is a good 
ditch, and an indifferent glacis j the ditch is dry, unlefs in a fmall part, 
where fome water remains from the laft rains, in which we ohferved the 
T urks to be walking their linen this accounts for the miferablc colour 
of our’s walked at Baghdad. Through this ditch a conftant run of water 
might eafily be brou^it from the river, had the Turks the leaft inclination 
to add to the ftrength of the place, or rather were they not fo extremely 
indolent, and inattentive to their own fecurity ; and yet, inconfiderable as 
tlie fortifications of Baghdad are, the famous Nadir Shahy or Kuly Khan, 


• PriJeaux in his conncdlion of the Old and New Teftament has fatisfaflorily cleared up 
this point. 

“ Perchanco, fays he, the giving of the name of Babylon to Sdeuduy was that which gave 
rife to the prefent vulgar error, that Baghdadis now fituated in the very place, where formerly old 
Babylon Qood. For when Baghdad was firft built, it truly was upon the fame plat of ground, 
where formerly Seleucia, or new Babylon flood. For as old Babylon was cxhaulled by Seleucia^ 
fo afterwards was Seleucia b^ Ctijtphon 2lx\6. dlmadaycn, 3ir\d thefe two again by Baghdad \ it 
being the humour of the princes of thofe ages, to build new cities to be monuments of their 
names, and to dcfolate old ones in the neighbourhood for the peopling of them. By this 
means Sdeuda being reduced to defolation, as well as Babylony at the time when Abu Jaafar 
Alman/ur, Caliph or emneror of the Saracens, begun his reign (which was in the year of our 
Lord feven hundred and fifty-four) it had nothing upon it but the cell of a chriftian monk 
called Dad, and a garden joining to it. From whence it had the name of Baghdad, that is, in 
the language of that country, the Garden of Dad. And upon this place was the city firft built, 
which hath ever fince been called by this name of Baghdad. For the fame Almanfur being 
refolved, out of diftike to liaj hernia, where his predeceftor before refided, to build him a new 
city, to be the capital feat of his empire, chofe that place for it where this garden lay, and 
there in the year of our l ord 762, erefted this city upon the very foundations on which 
formerly Sdeuda had Hood, on the weft fide of the Tygris. But not long after it was tranf- 
latedover to the other fide, and there it at prefent ftands, above the place where Ctejiphon was 
formerly fituated on the fame fide of the river, that is, on the eaftern fide ; and that which was 
firft built on the weftern fide, is now no more than a fuburb to it. This city, fVom the reign 
of Almarfur, was for many years the capital of the Saracen empire, and ftill remains a place 
qf great note in the call. But they are much miftaken, who think it the fame with old Babylon. 
For that was upon the Euphrates, but Baghdad is upon the fCygris, at the diftance of forty miles 
from the place, where tfcat old city ftood.’^ Pride avx, Bgak viii. 

although 



C 28* ] 

;il9wttgh1»e fet downlseforeit twice with a v«y mimeroos army, and threw 
fcvcrai 'handred IhelJs into the city, could not imiflwr it. The wall all 
round is ‘full of loop-holes for rauflcctry, and has in its infide, little cham- 
feers or lodgments for the foldiers. From the bottom of the ditch to the 
top of the wall is about forty feet : the De/ert comes quite up to the foot 
of the glacis. 

The bilhop remembers, that ibout twenty-five years ago, the rivers 
Euphrates and Tyj'm were fo overflown, that the whole country between 
them appeared as one large fea; and over all the plain between this city and 
Hilla, people could pafsonly in boats : the water flowed quite up to tte gla- 
cis, the ditch was full, the city alfo overflown, and the foundation of moft of 
the buildings hurt; three hundred houfes were entirely deftroyed. To pre- 
vent as much as poflible fuch a thing from happening again, the Turks take 
care now to face the foundation wall of their houfes, with a compofition 
of charcoal, alhes, and Demur (a fort of bitumen.) 

The land towards the Deferi is almoft entirely barren, except two or 
three fpots with corn, whofe harveft is now gathering in. Without the city 
were many hundred Camels^ fome preparing for Damafeus, others for Moful. 
In our ride, I obferved every Mofque or church to be crouded with pigeons 
on the outfide, which breed in the Domes and Minarets ; and you generally 
fee on the Minarets the Stork, a large bird called by the rirabs Leg-leg, a 
deftroyer of ferpents ; the T urks never offer to molcfl: it, on the contrary a 
neft of them is efteemed by a bigoted Turk more than a field full of Ihecp 
and camels. Thofe who own a houfe where Storks have nefted, are fuppolcd 
to receive great blcfllngs from heaven-; and if a Chriftian fliould happen to 
kill one of them, his life would be in danger. Upon the wall and glacis, 
were feveral large birds, not unlike a Mallard’, but by the peculiarity of 
their cry, they muft be of a different fpecies. 

After our ride, we breakfafted with the bifhop, on coffee, bread, and 
country cheefe, (which laft is very indifferent) apples and mulberries : the 
mulberries are of the fmall Indian fort, not much refembling ours in Europe. 
We finifhed, with fmoaking the Argilc, and drinking a glafs of French 
wine, and came home about nine o'clock, when wc found the carpenters^ 
brrfkly at work on our T akht Revans. 

Bajha Soljman, is the chief commander at Baghdad under the Grand Seignior : 
in effeft, he is the fupreme lord himfelf of this part of the empire. 
He makes no remittances to the Eorte, but rather, he yearly brings his 
fhafter in debt for repairs, or pretended repairs of fortifications, fuppoft 
of troops, &c. The Grand Seignior has more than once attempted to 
fuperfede him ; but the Janizaries, of whom he has at leaft forty thou- 
fand under his command, would admit of no other mafter ; fmee that time 
three or four different mefTengers have been fecrctly feni for bis head, but 

O o as 



C 282 ] 

as he has always been wary and apprized of their errand, inftead of fubmit- 
ting and reverently killing the mandate, as is the common praflice of thofe 
who live within reach of the Grand Seignior's authority, he has always made 
it a rule to fend the heads of thofe very meflengers to Conftantinofle 
inftead of his own. He keeps the province in good order, for all have 
a high opinion of his military Ikill and prowefs ; but whenever he lhall die, 
it is expefted, the greateft confufton will enfue : Chriftians in particular will 
not be in fafety for their perfons or property ; and therefore, it is appre- 
hended, will take care to remove in time. The Janizaries here are in gene- 
ral dlfpofcd to be rude to ftrangers, but fo reftrained by the prefent Bajha’s 
power, that the fubje(fts of European princes not only live in peace, but 
are alfo treated with the greateft refpeft. 

We found rcfiding at Baghdad^ Azet Khan, one of the competitors for the 
dPerJian empire, who after his defeat by Achmet Shah, fled here for protedlion, 
with only twenty followers. The Khan has lately exprefled a defire of re- 
turning to Perjia : This requeft of his in all probability will not be granted, 
the B^a pretending that it is not in his power to accede to it, until he 
lhall have received an order from the Grand Seignior for that purpofe. 
Cojee Raphael, who frequently attends the Bajba's and Kahier's levees, allures 
me, that Kerim Khan has lately fought and defeated Hajfein Khan. Achmet 
Shah ftill continues in his own, the Afghan or Pytan country •, but in the 
year 1757, he marched an army into the empire of xht Great Mogul, and 
plundered the capital city Dehli of its jewels, monies, and valuable effefts, 
though he did not think, proper to dethrone the Mogul, following herein the 
example of the famous Kuli Khan. This Achmet is reported to have 
300,000 foldiers under his command. 

When we came from BaJJora, we left the fon of the Grand Stigniorh Jefr 
ttrdar, or chief treafurcr, a prifoncr there j here we found the father him- 
fclf in prifon. He is charged with having been guilty of many frauds,, 
and his goods and chatties were a few days ago feized upon, and expofed to 
fale at a public auction. It is generally imagined that he will not be long- 
Jived. 

Two months ago, Selim, Bafioa of the Courdijlan province, was put to death 
in this Seraglio j during the government of Achmet the late Ba/ba of Baghdad, 
this Selim was a Caun, and governor of the Perjian province of Courdijlan,, 
and gave great trouble not only to the Perjians who were under his 
own immediate command, but alfo to the fubjedls oithtGrmd Seignior who 
lived in his neighbourhood. Achmet Bajha had often fent troops againft 
him, and a little before he died, put himfelf at the head of an army.} buc 
the Perfian, though oftentimes in great danger of falling into his hands, yet 
made a Ihift to efcape, which |fo much mortified the Bajha, that it is uni- 
verfally believed, he died of a broken heart. The civil wars of Perjta 
having for fomc years fubjcc'lcd the Courdifian province to the authority 
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of the Bajha of Baghdad', Selim, though much againft his inclination, had 
been obliged to make his fubmiflion. Soljman, the reigning not fatis- 
fied with this, had long wifhed for an opportunity of getting SeUm into his 
power, to gratify not only his own revenge, but that of his wire (daughter to 
the deceafed Achmti) who, with many other ^urks and Perfians whom 
he had injured, thirfted for his blood : Selim it feems had condufted himfelf 
with fo much cruelty, that he was among the "Turks become almoft the ol^ed: 
of as much terror, as ever was the famous Nudir Shah. Solyman, to effeft 
his dellgn, praftifed the moft refined diflimulation •, the ftrongeft profefllons 
of friendfhip on his part were repeatedly made, with affurances that the 
requeft Selim had prefented of being appointed Bajha over the province 
of Ccurdijtan, Ihould be moft readily complied with. Accordingly, an in- 
vitation was fent him to come to Baghdad, in order to his being invefted 
with the honours annexed to the high office ; Selim hcfitated a long time, 
being doubtful of the event, but at length all his fcruples were overcome 
by the perfuafion and art of two falfc friends, who had been often fent by 
him in confidence to Baghdad, but through mercenary views had now been 
brought over to the intereft of Solyman. 

The Bajha of Baghdad took care to be abfent at his country-feat, 
fome diftance from the capital, when Selim made his entrance with his two 
friends •, but left ftrift orders, that he fhould be ulhercd in with all the 
honours due to his rank. He was accordingly conducted to an handfome 
apartment in the Bojha'% palace, and treated with the greateft refpedt. Pre- 
vious to this however, doubts had again opprclTcd his mind, and on his 
drawing nigh to the city he was feized with an agony of fear *, but as it 
was too late to think of retreating, he.refolved to make ufe of the only 
means that remained for fecuring his future fafety. Before he entered the 
walls, he paid a vifit of devotion to the tomb of the late Bajha, and there, 
agreeable to the Mahometan cuftom, invoked the ftirine of the departed fpi- 
rit. He fent alfo a fupplicating embafly to the Bajha and his wife, defiring 
fome new marks of their favour and forgivenefs : the embaflador returned 
with an handkerchief from each, which is looked upon as the ftrongeft 
proof of friendlhip they could poffibly have fent. Thus comforted, all 
Selim'i fears vaniflied, and with alacrity he repaired to the palace. 

In about five days afterwards, Bajha Sofyman returned to his capital ; dnd 
the morning following was fixed upon for giving Selim an audience, and for 
invefting him with the Pelife, or veft of filk lined with Samoor-hr, which in 
T urky and Perjia is prefented only to thofe whom they defign highly to 
honour. On the day and hour appointed, the unfufpefting Selim was con- 
duced by the proper officer into a grand apartment -, then into another, lefs 
fpagous > and laft of all into a third, mean and obfeure to a great degree. He 
had not continued long here, before four or five fellows rulhed in and rudely 
deprived him of his Cuttari or knives, and then of his Shaul, being the 
better part of his drefs •, foon after, they prefented • him with (hackles for 
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1'758. his hajods and' feet i when they^ had put them on, they condudied hhn to & 
piilon, where he lay eight or nine days, and then was ftrangled •, his head 
%ltb was cut oflF, and Tent to Cmifiantinople. Soon after the death of SeUta, » 
iidiedule of the debts due from him to government was produced to his two* 
falfe friends, and the difeharge of them infilled upon as an indifpenfabk pre- 
liminary to the Bapa's appointing one of them {JhdaUab) to the govern- 
ment or Courdijian, and the other to another advantageous and honourable 
poll. They both agreed to the terms ftipulatcd for their advancement ; and 
on this occafion, the crafty Solyman, got in money or good fecurity, twenty 
thoufand purfes, each containing five hundred Piajtrss, or one million two 
hundred and fome odd thoufand pounds llerling. 

The forces kept up at Baghdad confift of about 5000 horfe, 1000 JJafs^ 
and 40,000 Janizaries, many of whom are tradefmen. Cojee Raphael tells 
me, that out of all thefe, the Ba^a cannot of a fudden fend into the field 
above 10,000 men, though in a little time perhaps he might make them up 
30,000. In matters indeed where the Grand, Seignior's intereft is materially 
concerned, reinforcements might be had in a few weeks from Mofid and 
Viarbekir', an 1 the government all'o of Baffora could fend troops, Ihould the 
Bipa of Baghdad give his orders for them. Solyman is turned of fixty ; he 
was a flave to the preceding governor, hath only one wife, bur,.fliocking to* 
relate ! we were imotmed that he kept upwards of 20 boys for his unnar- 
tural gratifications. 

There are about 150 Armenian Chrijfian families in Baghdad, fome of 
whom arc Piapijts, but the greater number arc under their own Patriarchy 
who refides on. the confines oi ‘Turky Perfsa. Here are three minifters 
ordained Patriarch •, thtit income is uncertain* as depending upon, 

tlie voluntary fubfenptions of their people. Gojee Raphael hys, that each of 
them may poflibly get 2000 Piafires or thereabouts- 

A very intelligent gentleman gave us the following particulars concerning, 
the Turks : That they are not allow'cd an unlimited number of wives, but arc 
confined to four at the moft-, nor do they marry for a certain time, or at 
plcafure {asSixtJohn Chardin xtXnts) but for life. If their women exceed, 
four, all above that number fhould be of the hufband’s flaves, for he has. 
no property in his wive’s flaves, and a criminal communication with thenv 
is deemed highly fcandalous. She receives them from her own family on- 
her marriage,, and ever remains miftrefs of them, independant of the autho- 
rity of the hulband. Neither are xhe Turks cruel to their flaves, as has 
been commonly, but erroneoufly imagined; for excepting thofewho work in 
their galleys, thefe people are the happiefl of any in the Grand Seignior's domi— 
nions. A mailer, who has been faithfully ferved by a flave for a twelve- 
month or more, will not fell him; on the contrary, lliould that Have chance 
to behave ill afterwards, the mailer^ though he has power over his life, yet 
feldom .extends his feverity farther even for the greateft fault, than to ftrip 
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him of his clothes, difmils him from his fervice, and turn him out of the 
houfe. If a Qave has at any time been put to death, it rauft have been by a 
drunken, diOcdute Janizary-, and. not by any naafter who bore the charader of 
a gentleman or merchant. In general, the Turki lb abominate cruelty in this 
re^eft, that fliould a roaftet treat a Ikw^e with too great feverity, his neigh- 
bours would not fail to reproach him, , bidding him to refled, that the flave 
is of the human fpecies as well as himfelf, and Ihrewdly propofc to him 
this interefting queftion. Hew would you like to be fo ferved, in the fame cir- 
(umftances ? 

’Tis no uncommon thing with them to give their daughters in marriage 
to their Haves, and who are often made governors of places. There is one. 
piece of refpeft however, which the ntafter always requires when ftrangers 
are in company, and that is, for the flave to Itand in his prefence. This 
ceremony (which they take care deeply to imprint upon the minds of all) 
is ftridly obferved during their whole lives j for though a flave, after hav- 
ing obtained his freedom, may by a lucky turn of fortune, rife to fome 
honourable ftation, while the mafter continues in the fame rank of life, or 
perhaps fmks into a. lower condition; yet the former, in this point of civi- 
lity at leaft, will never be unmindful of his primitive ftation. It happened 
lately for the flave of a button-maker in Bajfora, to be raifed to the govern- 
ment of that city ; they never afterwards met, though in the Seraglio, bur 
the governor paid this point of refped to his old matter, who ftill continued- 
to carry on his trade. 

A Turk will frequently difinherit an undutiful fon, and give his fortune 
to his flave, only leaving the fon a fcanty pittance for his uipport. They 
always look upon a flave in a more refpedable light than an hired fervant : 
the one, they fay, is a fervant only by misfortune, the other often from 
choice. If a Bajba of three tails, or any other man of rank, fends a flave. 
to fome diftant place on bufmefs of importance, it is expeflcd that he (hall- 
have greater civilities (hewn him, than if he had never been in bondage ; 
for you arc to fuppofe that the (lave lent on fuch an errand is in the fecrets 
of his mafter, and conlequemly one in whom he places the greateft con- 
fidence. Upon the whole, it is found policy that direfts the Turk to put 
fuch trufl in his flave, rather than in any other perfon ; fince it is natural 
to believe, that he whole happinefs or mifery entirely depends on his 
mafter’s plcafure, will be leaft liable to deceive him. 

Our friend obferved alfo, that the Bajhas^ and other Tterkijh governors,, 
are in general very diflblute in their manners ; they commonly pur- 
chafe their offices with a fum of money, but they never fail to reimburfe 
tbcmfelvcs out of the pockets of thofe who are lb unhappy as to live under 
their jurifdiftion. No Gentleman, or Merchant yar^, will ever attend the 
court of a Bajha, if he can polTibly avoid it. Whenever any of them are fent 
for, they always go with fear and trembling, left they Ihould be obliged to 
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pay down a fum of money, or foroed into a fcandalous aflbciation witk 
the great, to the prejudice of feme honeft man. The Janizaries are 
^nerally enemies of the BajbaSy and they are the only people of whom 
chefc officers, and the Grand Seignior hjmfelf, arc afraid. They enjoy 
many privileges above other fubjefts; occafionally wear a cloak, and 
in the Bazars or markets, they have a right to purchafe, duty free, as 
much of moft commodities as their cloaks will cover. The Salaam, or 
falute which they make to their fuperiors, is far lefs fubmiffive than that 
of any other perfon. They are never puniflied for any crime in public, but 
are conduced into a private apartment, the doors of which are immediately 
fliut } in the room are many other Janizaries, who forming a circle round 
the prifoner, hear and judge of the charge that is exhibited againft him : if 
he is found guilty, and fcntcnced by them to be corporally punifhed, the 
puniffiment muft be inflifted by one of their own order, who in doing it, 
is obliged to reft his right knee on the ground, and not to carry the hand 
which holds the feourge higher than his own ear. And even the execution 
of this fentence, may be prevented by any one of the attending Janizaries 
Ihewing his difapprobation by a hem or cough, or by rifing from his feat; 
for if he does fo, the others .will immediately follow the example, and the 
prifoner is of courfe difeharged. If a Janizary be condemned to die, he 
■IS ftrangled by other Janizaries ; the corpfe is interred at eight in the even- 
ing, and honoured with the difeharge of one cannon, in the fame manner aa 
if he had died a natural death. 

Our friend concluded his account, with obferving, that it was morally 
impoflible for a 'Turk, Perjian, Arab, or any other perlbn profefling the 
Mahometan faith, ever to be converted to Chrijiianity, fo long as any men- 
tion ihall be made of the doftrine of the Trinity. For as their prefcnt grand 
article of faith is the unity of the Godhead, whenever they hear of one being 
three, and three, one, they are fure to fmilc at the weaknefs of fuch a be- 
lief. They acknowledge the divine miffion of Jefus Chrijt, and fay that 
he was the greateft of all the prophets before Mahomet, that he taught the 
truth relating to the Godhead, and the duties neceffary for mankind ■, but 
that his followers abufed the purity of his religion, committed blafphcmy 
by calling him God, and that Jefus Chrijl will hereafter appear in judgment 
againft them. They alfo deny that this prophet of God was ever crucified} 
for they fay, God would never have permitted fuch an indignity to be offered 
to fo faithful a prophet ; and affert that the identical Jefus Chrifi was fnatched 
away by God himfelf, and the Jews ignorantly put another to death in his 
ftea^ *, 

A gentleman T urk'& drefs is very neat. On his head he hath a white or 
green T urban, made of linen or Jhawl f } or he wears a green, red, or black 

* This was a very early opinion of fome Chriftian heretics, and no doubt Mabomtt borrowed 
it from them. 

4 ^hawl U a manufacture of CarntP^ hair, or Carmiman wool. 

cloth 
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dbth capj or bonnet, which is a foot or more high, very ftifT, being thickly 
quilted, and flat- at top ; over that part of the cap which goes round the 
head, is twifted a white or green linnen cloth, but his neck is always bare. 
Next to his body he wears a long fliirt, lhaped like our women’s Ihiftsj 
the tail of this Ihirt is put into a pair of linnen drawers, and over thefe 
drawers, is another large loofe pair of drawers made of lhawl, and to each 
ancle part, is fewed a yellow thin flipper, without an heel, the foie of 
which is no thicker than the upper leather of the fame flipper ; thefe 
flippers are worn within another ftrongcr pair of flippers, which alfo are 
without heels the outer flippers, on coming into an houfe, the 7«r/& leaves 
at the door. Next to the Ihirt, is a veil that fits clofe to the body and 
buttons on the breaft, whofe tail reaches to the calf of the leg ; upon 
this firft veft, is another with lapels made of fine linen cloth, which 
buttons clofe at the fleeves near the wrifts •, this veil, reaches to the ancles 
with an open petticoat-like tail, and over it, around the waift, is palled a 
fine falh, with a border that is generally ornamented with gold or filver needle 
work. In the bofom, under the lapel of this fecond veil, is carried the 
watch and an handkerchief, which handkerchief is alfo ornamented with gold 
and filver embroidery : over all is worn a third veft, loofe, made either 
of fine cloth, or of lhawl ; this has flit fleeves which are lined with filk^ 
and at pleal'ure are either buttoned, or worn open j but this outer garment 
is ufually thrown olF when the perfon is at home. This defeription is appli- 
cable to their fummer habit, the quality, though perhaps not the make of 
their drefs, may differ in the winter. Befidcs the cap deferibed, we fee a va- 
riety of other caps, fome of which are a foot and a half high, of very great 
circumference, whofe outfides are covered with fur. The cap-gentlenncn, , 
I believe, are always in office under the government.. 

The drefs of the women, with whofe fight we have been favoured, but 
who indeed are only thofe that are on foot in the ftreets, and confequently 
of the loweft fort,, confifts of a Ihift, like the men’s fliirts j a veft or two 
over that, and then a loolc cover or veil of linen from top to toe-, their 
legs and feet are covered like the men’s. On that part which goes over the 
head, is faftened a' black horfe-hair covering for the face, about fourteen 
or fifteen inches fquare, which they fometimes lifted up to look at us : their 
hands and arms are full of different marks made with gunpowder, their faces 
are fpotted blue, and their lips often the fame. The better fort of women - 
arc admitted on the Terraces in the evening.®, but their hulbands are ex- 
tremely fearful left they Ihould be feen by men, from the houfes adjoining. 
We have difficulty to keep ourfelvcs within rule, not more from curiofity, 
than inattention. Mr. Garden and Cojee Raphael cautioned us on the fub- 
^eft ; the former told us, that one of his neighbours had been very trObblcr 
Ibme on this head^ and once fwore to him aloud, that if he Ihould ever 
again catch his eye towards his territories, he was determined to throw 
kimfelf inftantly from the Terrace^ and dafh out his brains, that his blood 
might reft on Mr. Garden's head. One of our caps or hats, was feen by 
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175S. another neighbour, who immediately, open mouthed, protefted ^ainfl: the 
u— affront; in faft, we are in this great city, prifoners in a very ftrift fcnfcji « 
circumftancc, fomewhat mortifying to the free Britijb fpirk. 

A little before we got here, a country merchant of fubllaRce, 

was difeovered by the public officers in ^d with his own fervant’s 

wife i 'twas believed that he had given the hulband a fum of money for 
this liberty, and which he had enjoyed, for fome time paft. Death is the 
puniffiment which the law inflifts on offenders of this kind, or •embracing 
the Mahometan faith ■, by intereft and money however the fentence was not 
executed in this cafe, but the following puniffiment in it*s ftead : the 
breeches or troufers of the offender were taken off, and the petticoat, or 
that part of the apparel which is ufed by the ’Turkijh women inftead of it, 
put over his head, and thus ffiamefully attired, he was led over a great 
part of the city, publicly expofed, and infultcd by the rabble. 

Chrifiians, Jews, and all the other Infidels of this country, are publicly 
•diftinguiffied from the by tte colour of their 1 ‘strian.i the latter 

wearing diem only of a white, or deep green, the others of different colours. 
■None but true Mujjiihnen likewife are allowed to wear a green drefs ; not- 
•withftanding this, Mr. cloatbs were made of a pea-green. This near 

approach to the Mujfulman'i toloxnty is permitted to ffrangers in a refpedl:- 
able ftatjOn, but they cannot go faaber without giving offence, or running 
.a great riJfk of being affronted. 

Way fj. At five this evemng, our whole party (Mr. Garden alfo accompanying us) 
iet off on horfes, and mules, for ^ ancient ruin called Uatik-Ktjferaby which 
means Kejferah’s Arch ; it lies to the fouth-eaft of Baghdad^ diftant about 
ao miles, and within a mile of the Tigris. The journey by land is about 
fix hours } we rode it in fix, and returned in five, acclufive of the time 
^ent in the village. Having been dilappointed in getting horfes and mules 
^ carrying oUr bt^gage, we were obliged to fend it in Sandal down the 
^rgris, intending that our fervants ffiould join us with the tent, ■■(fie. at the 
wifiage YeaStdf ten miles from Baghdad : we defigned to rhave reded there a 
lew hours, and then have proceeded on to view the -early the next 
morning before the fun ffiould be troublefome ; but our fervants in the boat 
met with interruptions which prevented their joining us till the BCKt morn- 
ing, long after we had reached the ruins. Wc got to the village about a 
tjuarter paft nine, having paffed by a good deal of corn and garden ground, 
well fupplied with water from the Tygris. Here wc procured a little railk, 
.others chofe a bit of bread and dwefe, and drank a glafs of ithc wine we 
carried with us; after which, each endearoured to get a Iktle fteepr dthe>‘ 
in the open air, or under cover of a Tttrkijh hovtX'y but all were difap- 
pointed, from the perplexing mufehetos, lice, and fieas, which greatly abound 
and near fuch fort of habitations. 
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At one o’clock we croflcd a large creek, in a boat which held twelve 1758. 
•men, three horfes, four mules, and one afs, and went on towards the Jrch, , — 

which was feen by the help of the moon two or three miles off : the grcatcft 28. 

part of the way was through a thicket made up of the liquorice, caper, 
the low cotton and cyprefs llirubs ; in this cover (called here a foreft) arc 
often feen Lions and IVild Boars, we met with neither, but got very quietly 
on to Soliman Pack’s tomb, or the tomb of Soliman the Clean, alias^ Smack 
Smooth, who was barber to Mahomet. The traditional hiftory of this per- 
fon is, that he was much reverenced by his countrymen, and looked on as 
highly favoured of the Prophet : he lived to a great age, and was in the 
general eftimation, a pious old man, but as he always was obliged to 
keep with him a female fervant for the management of his domeltic af- 
fairs, his moral conduft thereby became doubtful, and the fubjeiff of 
much difputation : his revilers however (as the ftory goes) at length fuf- 
fered fhame, for the Prophet himfelf, concerned at the injuftice done the 
charafter of his faithful Soliman, miraculoufly caufed the genital parts to 
fall off; thereby enabling the old man, in the moft effedfual manner to 
cftablilh his innocence, bv fliewing them the impoflibility of his commit- 
ting the crime of whkh he ftood accufed. 

In this holy man’s fleeve, fome of the moft credulous Mahometans tell 
you, the cat made it's firft appearance : having been fupernaturally pro- 
duced there, through his devout intcrce/Tion, for the advantage of mankind. 

On the firft difeovery, the Sage fo cherifhed it, that in tendernefs he cut 
off the fleeve of his garment, and placed it as a carpet for the valuable 
ilranger. So much for thia fabulous ftory : the outer wall of his tomb 
-appears to be of modern brickwork, nor does the tomb itfelf look fo ah-; 
cient as the porch or entrance to it. 

At a quarter of a mile diftance, ftand the ruins of that very confider- 
able work of antiquity, we intended to vifit. Neither the nor 
know any thing about it *, they are at a lofs to determine, whether it was 
a temple or palace. The bilhop told us it was commonly fuppofed*to 
have been a temple, dedicated to the fun ; probably people have been led 
to this conjedlure, from obferving very many openings yet remaining 
in the Arch, that pafs for lamps, and which they fay, could have been all 
lighted in the twinkling of an eye ; our opinion was, that thefe holes were 
fo many funnels for the admiffion of air. Mr. Doidge took with his ^a~ 
drant, the exaft meafurement of the Arch, and the front of the building, 
and drew a perfpedive view of it with his pencil t the eaft face of the 
whole is 300 feet in length, the breadth of the Arch 85 feet, height of 
the Arch 1 06 feet *, length of the arched roofed room from eaft to weft 

f Our common journal contains thefe farther obfcrv'ations, Part of the roof of this 
room is fallen ttj ; the front on each fide of the arch is full of niches like our cathedrals, in 
which there probably once Hood fome images : the whole fabric is built of bricks a foot fquare, 
and three inches thick.” 
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is 150 feet': the niches, in the face or front of the building, refemble 
the work of our old abbies. The front, of which Mr. Doidge has taken si 
view, Hands due eaft, in which are IHII niches, and defaced pillars j the weft 
and back front is very nnuch deftrbyed, no view therefore was taken 
of that. In the Arch were pigeons, jays, fparrows, and fome other 
birds. Until the fun got high, we had fhclter from its rays, within 
the Arch -, but after that we had recourfe to our tent, where we found it 
very hot indeed. 

To the fouthward, between this ruin and the Tygris, is a tomb aind 
Mof'iue, named Haud Eeffey: and on the other fide of the river, is a rifing 
fpot on which ftands a powder-mill, for the ufe of Baghdad, called Parite 
Kaune. For a very confiderablc way all around the Arch, the ruins of other 
vaft buildings are to be found, though in fuch defolation, that not the 
fmallcft piece of a wall is now ftanding. The bricks and mortar however 
are in fuch abundance, that no doubt can polTibly remain but that here once 
ttood a city of feveral miles in circumference ; and from the accounts given 
by hiftorians of the extent and fituation of Cteftphen *, there is the greateft 
rcafon to believe, that on this very fpot, that magnificent and powerful city 
once Hood. 

One of our ‘Turkijh fervants who fpoke a little of the Portuguefe 
language, told my man M'Iniofl), that the moft general received opi- 
nion in this country, was, that fauk Kejfera, was not built by a Perftan, 
Parthian, Turk, or aoy other Afiatic, but by an European prince, who 
came into this part of the world with a large army, and fubdued it. As 
we had not yet m^-t with any edifice in Afia, carrying with it fo great 
a rcfemblance of the ancient European arehitefturc rfs this it ftruck 
me, that Tauk Kejfera might have been conftruded, foon after the con- 
queft of this part of the world, by Alexander the Great, or one of his 
captains f. 

€trhe Turks confefs that they know nothing certain concerning this rain<; 
there is however a traditionary and fabulous account amongft them, that 
it was built by one Kejfera, the fon of Sbirwan j that he was the king of 
the country and refided in this palace ; that he caufed a chain to hang down 

^ Ctefiphon^ according to the ancient accounts of it, was fituated on the eaft fide pf the Tygris^ 
at fome diftance from Seleucia^ and a little removed from the river. Thefe ruins arc on the 
eaft fide of the Tygris, about 18 or 20 miles from Baghdad (the ancient Seleucia)^ and that part 
of them which is neareft the river> is a mile diftance from it. 

'•'*** 

f From the fimilarity between the name of this ruin Kejfera^ and the Greek wor^ 
a friend of the author fuppofes that this edifice might polTibly have been built by one of the 
Cff/arsy emperors of Rome, feveral of whom are known to have carried their arms into this 
pait Qi JJia \ and then the Tauk Kejfera will fignify Cajar's Arch,. 
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to the ground from the room in which he himfelf flept, fo that whoever * 758- 
in his dominions had any grievance to complain of which they wifhed the 
king to redrefs, they were ordered to pull at this chain. It once happened, 
that an afs which had luffered much from the cruelty of his mafter, came 
and tugged at the end of it ; and what was Hill more furprizing, the power 
of fpeech was fo far miraculoufly given to him, as enabled him to make 
one of the king’s attendants underftand, that he the afs had bufinefe with 
his majefty. The creature accordingly got admittance, dilcovered its 
wounds, ^^c. The owner was fent for, fevcrcly rebuked, and told, that if 
in a certain number of days, he did not cure the afs, he rtiould certainly 
be put to death. Fortunately for him, fays the fable, the creature was 
made well exaflly at the time limited, and ever afterwards the afs, and 
all other ufcful cattle, were exempted from thofe heavy fufferings, to which 
before this incident, they had been accuftomed from the feverity of their 
mafters, who intimidated by this furprizing ftory became alfo more care- 
ful of the lives of their beafts. The ftory adds, that a great fnake came 
afterwards to make a vifir, but his bufinefs was only to baring the king a 
water-melon-feed, as a reward for the faithful difeharge of his kingly truft : 
and from this Angle feed have fincc been produced all the water-melons 
in the world. Such kind of allegorical ftories are not uncommon in 
T urky. 

About a mile and a half to the eaftward of the Arch, ftantls an ancient 
mud-wall, three fides of a fquare, fronting eaft, weft, and north i the river 
is to the fouth : the wall is about forty*feet high, and thirty thick, and each 
fide about a mile in length j we conclude it to have been a citadel to this 
once extenfive city. From the ruins hereabouts, are picked up ancient 
coins : not long ago, a poor fellow in digging, found a Anall jar with one 
piece of gold, and feveral forts of filver and copper pieces of money. I 
could only learn that they arc looked on as ancient Perfian or Parthian 
coins ; the prefent Bajha has them, though neither he nor any of the ^urks 
have a true tafte for I'uch remains. The bifliop’s paffion turns to medals ; 
he has made a great colleftion, it is faid to th« value of 5O or 60,000 
pialtres, or about 6 or 7000 /. fterling. 

F'rom fome poor Arabs, who live in a fiwall village near the Arch, we got 
milk, butter, and a lamb which our fervant broiled; he (hot alfo a young 
Jackal, which we prefented to an old Arab woman who was very thankful, 
and we v^ere told would cat it. 

At half paft twelve at night, we fent our baggage to the Satidal, to be Mnnd.iy, 

carried to Baghdad, and mounted our cattle ; we returned over the river -9- 

to Tuilah about three in the morning, when we were entertained by the lark ; 
refted before the ferry-houfe for half an hour, faw eight Pelicans in our 
journey back, and arrived at Mr. Garden'^ in the city, between fix and feven, 

P p 2 where 
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1759. we gbt a comfbrtable breakfaft on tea and clouted crffiuir, fang » 

— fof'g* and went merrily, but very weary to bed.— Slept tUl neat noon.— Intho- 
cvening we were vifited by the bilbop, and father FidelUi his lordfhip* 
bad exprefled a dehre that we would favour him with the out-lines, Ihould 
we make a Iketch of the Jrch‘, Mr. Doidge Ihewcd him what be had taken, 
in his pocket-book, 'apologized for not being able now to compliment his 
lordlhip with a copy, but promiled him one to be fent from Engkmd when-- 
hnilhed ; the bilhop appeared pleafed and obliged, and invited us all to dine: 
with him to-morrow. 

May 30. politely entertained tOrday by the bifhop two courfts of 

eight dilhes at dinner, a deffert, punch, claret, French^ and Turkiftk 
white wines. His lordlhip entertained us alfo with an account of an 
antique pile of buildings called Kurman Shah*, ftill to be leen at about 
twelve days journey between this place and Ifpahan ; wherein is a great 
deal of fculpture in marble, witlx Bajfo and Alto Relievos, reprefenting 
battles, trophies, arms, men, and camels % and one moll; remarkable 
horfe whofc body feems quite detached from the wall, being joined 
only by the pedeftal on which it ftands. In the roof is a window 
reprefented, and a head crowned, with great earneftnefe looking through. 
it, but at what objeft, the obferver is for a time at a lofs to guefs, 
till calling his eye in a particular diredlion, which he is led to do by the 
extatic gaze of the figure above, hf; difrovets a bach,, and in it a naked 
Fettus f. 

In another part of the building, there is a long mfeription' in charaflers 
unknown to the bilhop, or any other of the French antiquarians. The 
letters arc neither Ferfian, Parthian, Chaldean, Hebrew, Arabic, Greek, Coptic,. 
or any other type now known in this part of the world. His lordlhip had in 
hispofleffion two or three pieces of filver coin, one of which he prelcnted to 
Mr. Doidge, on which is a head exadly like that before deferibed as looking 
with fuch defire on the Vems in the bath. The charaders around its edge,., 
bis lordlhip fays, are. of the fame fort with thole of the infeription in Kurman 
Shah, but whofe head it is, he does not pretend' to determine. He has 
compared it with the feveral impreflions in his books of medals, but can. 
find no fimilitude. He Ihewcd us indeed another coin, and: upon compar-- 
ing it with one in his book, we faw that it bore a. frrong refemblance of the^ 


* Kurman ^hahy Royal Kurman % but wbtther It fUlicb for the name of a country, , 

fity, building, or king, nobody here could inform us. 

-f Tis poflible this piece of fculpture might hare bcenintended to repreTcnt the welMcnown 
ftory of David and Bathjheha, 

** And it came to pafs in the evening tide, that DnovVarole from off his bed, and walked 
upon the roof of the king's houfe ; and from the roof he faw a woman wafhing herfelf; and^ 
^ the woman was very beautiful to look upon.*’ 2 Roarer/, ..xi. thafj, %d nitrfte 

3. famouf 
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feniOTis 'W'feo reftowd tbeunciait igr»»d^^ rkt Ptr/wn kings. 1758 

The bifhop however, is very confidentthat. tins 130111, -aad the head in Kurman 
Sbabt v/ere both defi^ned for the third or fourth king after /Irtajarxes^ for 
he thinks it was not till tlieir reigns, thw this neiy and unknown language 
Was iotrodtjccd.. 

Mr. Da/<s^r borrowed of the bilhop a cover ©f an earthen vefll-l, to take 
«Br an itnpreffion. It was found near the ruins of ‘Tauk KeJJ'era, and in 
it were many coins bath gold and filver of feveral kmgs of Farthia and 
iyrifl, wibo reigned afocr /ikKaeder. One of Antioclms the 4th, and another 
•f Antiochus the 5th, of the moft curious metal ; the kft is judged to be 
worth 500 crovyns. The cover is four inches and a half in diameter, and 
thirteen and a half in cirGumference : It has an indeittod knob in the middle 
of the furface, through which is a hole, probably for a ring to hold it by. On 
each fide of the knob is a rampant, one hrith its back to the other. 

Between the hind and fore leg of each, is a fprig with a flower. Their 
wings join at the t%), and terminate in a flourilhing fprig oyer rf^ir heads. 

At the bottom, betviren their legs, is another fprig, not mach unltkc. a 
Hiitred cap. Aroiaid all, is an infeription on ^the margin in large charac- 
ters, unknown to every one here, but which tW bifliop forpeufts to be of 
the Ikme kind with thofe on Mr. medal, and the ptlcription la - 
the ruins of Kurman Shah.. **’ < 

This- morning, our condufl:i«g ca«il^jtor:;«s; and’b'pought the JvO! 3 t 
with him, who told us that all his goods were in Dejitt, and ready to 
be put on the camels backs ; To that HaiU ill health is now the tmly- 
impediment to our fetting out. - We talked of Jjaying a vifit this evening 
to Nimrod’s tower. People ufually Tef out early in the morning, ftay thiore 
in a cent during the heat of the 4 ay, and teturn in the evening- Bnt-to 
avoid the inconvenicttce. of -continuing fo long under a twit, as we before 
experienced in our ©ccorfion to ^auk Kfffera, and to favc ourfelvcs the 
trouble of carrying with us our fcrvants and ‘baggage, we propofed fetting 
off early enough to allow our being at the tower by break of dny> and re- 
turning to Baghdad before breakfaflr. About n'me o’clock this evening,, 
the whole city was in an uproaf,' occafioncd by a fire breaking <nit in one 
of the Bazars. It was luckily extinguifiied, . adter having confumed three 
fhopsonly.- 

We were aflured this morning that there is great danger in going to June i- 
the tower of Nimrod by night, as the Arabs, frequently make ufe of this • 
favourable opportunity to attack travellers. 

T.aft night arrived at the Seraglio a meflenger from Aleppo ; who brings June %* 
anaccount of the Bajha of that city being removed to tbeBe^alic oi Mofuly 
aod of another’s coming to Aleppo in his place. 


Habil 



I75S- 

June 3. 
June 4. ’ 


Monday 
June 5. 


June 6. 


June 7* 
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Hahil Swylem called upon us this morning, and feemed to be in better 
bcalth } he declares he will leave Baghdad next Friday^ and proceed direfll^ 
for Aleppo. 

The bifliop and four reverend fathers fupped with us this evening, and 
ftaid till paft eleven. His lordfhip defired us not to forget, when we lhall 
arrive at a certain place, (four days journey on this fide of Aleppo) to ftrilce 
a little out of the road, in order to fee the remains of an antient Roman 
canal. And in our journey from Aleppo to Scandereon., he advifed us to 
take that road which leads to Antioch^ there being fome old ruins well worth 
feeing in this latt place. 

The bifhop and Ceyee Raphael told me to-day, that they heard the Arabs 
about Bajfora had lately broken down the banks of the river, by which 
the Defcrt near to the city is quite overflown. His lordfhip exprefled 
great uncafinefs about it, as the Handing water made putrid by the 
heat of the fun, and by the great quantity of dftad fifh which are 
always Boating in it, never fails to produce fatal fevers ; by which, 
about fifteen years ago, 12 or 14,000 people died, and not above two 
or three of the Europeans who were then at Bajfora, cfcaped with their 
lives. 

Our Takht Revans are now quite finifhed; we begun to leafon forty- 
fix large, and twenty fmall dog-fkins, we bought here for the holding of 
our water. The furnilhing ourfelves with neceflaries for our journey has 
been attended with great difficulties, the laws of the Ramazan forbidding 
the people to work. The JSazar-folks and artificers have been all hungry, 
thirftj^, and out of temper ; through the intereft of Mr. Garden, and the 
promifc of extraordinary pay, we are at laft fitted for fetting out. At nine 
this evening the Ramazan ended, the Turks having difeovered the new 
moon. I obferved they were attentively looking out for her at fun -let. The 
government at nine o’clock made her appearance known to the people, by 
firing four guns from a baftion. 

This morning was ufhered in with a difeharge of all the artillery of eve/y 
baftion, to the number of near fixty : this is the ufual demonftration of joy 
at the expiration of the Ramazan. The difeharge was repeated in an hour 
afterwards, not, as at firft, in regular fucceffive firings from each baftion, 
but in a hurrying confufed manner. • The Turks are ail drefled in their holy- 
day fuits, and Mefficurs Garden and Raphael went to make their congratula- 
tory compliments to the grandees. • ; , 

Yefterday we delivered to Hahil Stvylem, for the ufc of himfclf, the TakH 
Revan men, and our other attendants, the following articles of provifions ; 
it being cijftomary, either to furnilh them with their whplc flock at unce, 

or 
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f>r to fupply tlietn daily from your owo tents on, the journey : and as in 
coming up the Euphrates we had already experienced too much vexation on 
this head with our T r ackers, we were determined on not rilking a repe- 
tition. , 


Rice — 
Rufk or bifeuit 
Flour — 
Ghee or butter 
GofFee — 


8 Baghdad Maunds, or i2otb 
4 — 6o Ib 

4 — — lb 

I . — — 15 lb 

1 — — J5 15 



At eleven o’clock in the morning, we received the mortifying news of our 
/irah conduftor being again taken ill of a fever. At five in the evening, 
hewith great difficulty crawled to our houfe, and we were all witneffes of 
his being ill indeed. We defired Mr. Hemet, who had fome knowledge of 
medicine, to take care of him. Our friend Mr. Pye is likewife indifpofed 
with feverilh fymptoms ; 1 took away a little blood from him about fix 
o’clock in the evening : at eight I ordered an Ipecacuna voTOt to be given 
him i but his fever continuing to increafc, at ten he took the fourth part 
of a paper of Dr. James's powder. 

The biffiop came to lee us this morning. Mr. Pye's medicine operated June 8. 
properly : he lleeps, and is tranquil. The good and friendly billiop vifited 
Mr. Pye in the charafter of a phyfician. With the reft of us he reafoned as 
a divine, recommending patience, fortitude, and refignation to the will of 
heaven -, bidding us to be of good cheer, even though we fhould be detained 
here till the month of September. 

A purple fever now rages in the city *, it is fuppofed, that an eighth part 
of the inhabitants are ill in it; but as yet it has not been very fatal. The 
very hot months, they fay, are commonly moft healthy. His lordfhip re- 
commended it to us, not to think of fetting out from hence over the great 
Defert, with any other conduftor befides Habil Swylem,- and prays, us to be 
mindful of this maxim, that “ in T^urky an imprudent ftep cannot be re- 
medied as in Europe'* 

. Mr. Pye's fever is entirely gone, but has left him quite relaxed. Cojee June 
Raphael is of opinion, that the Arab will not leave the village Aet for a long 
time, as the Damafeus Caravan is ftill there, not being able to purchale 
the neceffary This, he apprehends will be our cafe. We are 

greatly alarmed at it, and have fent a lervant to irifped into the real ftatte 
of the ^-H^els. 

. This morning the wind blew from the northward, and was agreeably 
cool. The holy-days following the Ramazan, end with this day. To- 
morrow the feveral artificers will nuke no fcruple of going to work. 


7 . 


Wc 
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1758- 'Wc were informed this evening by our that the Cameb tre notyef 
u-«»r— ' <comc, but he expe<fts them foon, and wHl certainly fet out this day fen’night. 

Such (huffling and deceit have quite wearied us out; aad as it was clear, chat 
we could not now leave Baghdad before the hotteft weather would fet in, we 
confulted together, and reloIved« “ that the rilk attending our travelling 
“ over the Defert^ is too great, and cannot be encountered with prudence. 
Two Cbriftians who attempted to pafs it laft fummer exactly at this time 
of the year, died on the journey: fo did fourteen or fifteen of the country- 
people, belonging to the Great Wexoncluded therefore to tarry 

here, though to our unfpeakable mortification, till September next. 

Jane 10, The conductor of our 'Takbt Revant ufcd his utmoft endeavours lafl: 

night to perfuade us to proceed by the A^ful and Diarhektr roads. He 
faid, that he lately travelled that way from Cenfiantiuepk to this place ; and 
afiured us, that tte ficknefs and troubles which prevailed in thofe parts of 
the country are over ; that in the way from hence to Meful, not leaft 
danger can poflilbly h^pen t that every day we lhall be in a village, where 
eefrelhmcnts may be had ; that between Diarbekar and Aleppo^ the JDsferi 
we have to pafs, will only take us up feven days ; that the SamiA winds 
may be avoided by travelling in the night only ; and that a guard of fol- 
diers, which might be procured from the Ba^, would iecure os from all 
iflfulr. Cejee Raphael this morning joined m the propofal, on which we 
refolved to take this nmte, and commilTiofied Cajee Raphael to get the 
neceflary Phirmaunds from goveromen^ and every other thi^ which may be 
ufcful to us on our journey. 

In the evening, Cojee Raphael^ after having confulted his friends in the 
city, on the nature of oor journey^ returned, and gave usrgF^t encourage- 
o»cnt. He confirmed the account before given os by the condufhw of thh 
^akht Revansy that by that route we (hould avoid the great Dejert wholly, 
find ourfclves daily in towns or villages, and finilh our journey in thirty- 
five or forty days. We give ourfelves up entirely to his diredlions ; and not- 
withftanding the many difappointments we, have met with fince we kft,Cn/* 
eutta, begin again to pleafe ourfclves with the hope of being in a few 
months, in our native country, blcflcd with the happy fight of our families 
and friends. 

Habil Swylem returned us this morning 1 200 Pietfires ; the. remainder, he 
laid, had been laid out In necelFaries ior us, which he, is to account for 
to-morrow. We now find, even was he in health,, that it would be impof> 
fiblc for him as yet to proceed on his journey, through the a fuf- 

ficient number of camels. He fcnt us a melTage expreflive of great forrow* 
for our difappointment, and with ofiers of wailing upon os, three months 
hence. This poor man, we think, has ncA desk quite candsdly . with us^' 
yet, believe, he was not without hope of being able to fulfil his. contra^ 
much better than it has turned out. He has for the moff part, gotten his 

livelihood 
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jRvelihood under the patronage of Mr. SbaWy and other Ewtptan |;entletnen, * 758* 

they all give him a good character. Mr. Hemet thinks he will get the v— 
better of his fever. 

I paid the biftiop a vilit in company with MttRixin Gardemn 6 . Doidge. June u. 
He ftiewcd us a very large and valuable Rul^y Ibme antique Or^x ftones, 
very curioufly cut, and feme more medals. He has two collcftions of 
Roman coins-, one of them is compleat, (which he docs not intend to 
part with) in a regular fucceflion from Julius Cofar down to Confian- 

line. The other fei (which has a chafm of Icven Emperors) his lordfhip 

propofes to fell *, and imagines that it may be worth 50,000 Piaftres. 

He has alfo fome medals of private Roman families, and a great number of 

the Kings of Partbia, and Perfia. Of the laft he has many dupli- 
cates in gold. River, and copper. 

Yefterday returned a Patamar or exprefs to our Jew merchant from Monday 
Aleppo, by the way of the Defert, which he had difpatched from this place '*• 
about a month or five weeks ago. He was robbed three times by the Arabs, 
but knowing fome of the tribe, he had the good fortune to preferve the 
letter he had in charge. The Jeev merchant, with 4 or 500 of his brethren, 
as alfo many Mahometans, are gone to pay their annual devotion to the tomb 
of Ezekiel the prophet, which by their account is at Kuta a village on the 
weftern bank of the Euphrates, eight or nine miles above Hilla : where like-^ 
wife they Ihew you, what they call the fiery furnace, into which Shadraeb, 

Mejhach, and Ahed-nego were thrown. Somewhere about Coma, arc the re- 
mains of an ancient tomb, which is faid to be that of the prophet Ezra j and 
in the ruins of Niniveh, near Moful (of which hereafter) is one reported to be 
the prophet Jonah’s. We are impatient for the return of the Jew hither to 
open his packet, being big with expeftation of news from Europe, Our fetting 
off for Moful depends alfo on the return of thefe devotees, for we are to be 
fcrvcd with thirty of their mules. 

At three this morning, all the party (except Mr. Pye, whofe want of Juncij. 
ftrength would not admit of it) accompanied by Mr. Garden, and an Italian 
milfionary named Clementine, with one of Mr. Garden's ienzms, and znArab 
to (hew us the road, left Baghdad for Nimro^s tower. It lies weft by north, 
diftant about nine miles. We paffed the Tygris by the fame bridge of boats 
before-mentioned, and rode through the old city of Baghdad ■, from whence, 
quite up to the tower, ruins of buildings cither wholly above or fomc- 
what under ground are ftill to be feen, which can be no other than the re- 
mains of the ancient Seleucia. The ground began to rife in a gentle al'centi 
,for half a quarter of a mile before we reached the tower, occaTioned, as we 
imagined, by the rubbifh of the old buildings which once ftood here. 

* He feemed to wtfli that wc would give notice of this to our countrymen. 

Q^q 


Whether 
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tys%. Whether the tawer was tt'&rft of a fquare or round fofm> is now difficult 

“*-v— ^ to determine, though the former is moft probabk, becaufe all the 
remaining bricks are placed fquare, and not in the leaft circular. ThiC 
bricks are all twelve inches fquare, and four and an half thick. The 
cement is of mud or dime, mixed with broken reed as we mix hjair 
with mortar; -which (lime might .either have been bad from one M the 
great rivers, or taken out of one ,of the fwamps in the plain, with which 
the country hereabout vet^ much abounds. We pafTed one of thefe fwamps 
in our way, which was about an hundred y^d$ h^oad, and four feet deep. 
Between B/^bdad and Kircoot^, according to the bidtop’s intelligence, are ]iwo> 
fountains of Nuji Demar,. or bituminous pitch. Jt comes out of the earth 
boiling hot ; and this is what fome writers have fuppoled the feriptures to 
mean by (lime, in the building of the Tower of Babel, Betwixt every fcventh 
or eighth brick in the tower, is a layer of reeds, of which ,1 took a few for 
the fake of curiofity, alfo fome of the (lime, and a piece of both forts of 
the brick, the harder and fofter; for thofe which lie in -the rubbifh arc of 
a much harder fubilaAce, ‘than what now remain in the tower. 

The height «of the ^ruiu is 126 feet; i the diameter of the largeft and 
middle part about lOO feet, Wejodgeit to be folid to the center; yet 
niear the top there is a regular-opening of an oval form, but as we could 
not climb up to, can dctetiiine nothing politive about it ; it appears 
however from .thepnefent look jtuilave been a window. The circumference 
of that part Q£<t;be cpwer which -niibains, and is above the rubbilh, is about 
300 tect, but, probably could the fjojOfidation be come at, it would be found qf 
&r greater extcac. Mr. Deid^et from whoih draught with a pencil, the cqp^ 
per^plate here inkrted, -was twen, caleukted the vlfiblc ruins of the tower 
xfi contain about 100,000 .cubic iset^ 

The prefcnt airii, j^s, and JrabMns^ are fond of believing this to be 
the identical ruin of the ancient tower of Baiek for which tlicy alTign a?, 
variety of rcafons; but all, fo void of the appearance- of truth, that to fefc 
about confuting them would be lofwg time in trifles. I am clearly of 
opinion, from its- ficuatioo, and many other -circumftances, that it never 
could have been the tower q{ Mekl/, but eatber fuiped it to have been, 
a beacon or watch-tower to give notice of the approach of an~cnenty; or 
perhaps ufed as an obfervatory to infpeft the various motions of the 
heavenly bodies, which fcicncc was fo much cultivated among the an- 
cient innabitants of this country, that even the Grma»s, though -defirpus 
of being efteemed the inventors of ail arts and fcicnces, could .never 
deny the Babylonians the honour of having laid the foundations of 
aftronomy. And indeed the advantageous fituation of Babflaki- which- 
was built upon a wide, extended plain, where no mountain confloed 
the profpcfl ; and the conftant clearncfs and ferenity of the air in that 
oountry, fo favourable to the free contemplation,^ heavens, were 

fufficient 
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ili^ient motires t* aigage this people ki ijie pur&rt of aftronomical 
■obfervations * 

In our excurfion to the tower, we met with no interruption, and faw but 
very few perfons however, it would not be prudent for a man to go thither 
alone, or even for a large party unarmed. Wc all had our piftols with us, 
and Mr. Garden's fcrvant carried, a mulkec. We tarried at the tower an 
hour and half, and by ten in the morning got back to Mr. Garden's 
houfe. In our return through the old city, we pa/Ted dole by a decayed 
Mofque^ upon whofe dome we obferved a ftork, of the lizc of a goofe, 
its breaft white, its head black and white, as were its wings; it had 
a long beak, and kgs not lei's than two feet in length. In its neft on 
the top of the dome, were young ones, the head of one of them was 
yifible to us ; the neft was built of fticks, and of an entire round form ; we 
judged it to be four feet deep, and at kaft two over. 

I took notice this morning, that almoft all the Minarets bend or in- 
cline to the I'outh-eaft. Two of them lean very remarkably that way, 
but whether they were fo defigned by the builders 1 was not able to learn. 
Perhaps the inclination may be owing to the force of the north-weft wind, 
or to the foundations giving way. From thefc, the people of the M^/j«ej, 
five times in the 24 hours, (at fun rife, at noon, at three o’clock in the af- 
ternoon, at fun fee, and at midnight) call the inhabitants to prayers, crying 
aloud, “ There is but one G(hU and Mahomet is his Prophet : it is the duty 
of man to remember his God, MuJJtilmen are now by his fervants called 
upon to come and pay their acknowledgments, and humbly to prefent their 
fupplications.” 

We were informed to-day, that the Pajha was preparing for war, and 
would very foon put his army in march for the north-ward. The bifhop, 
who prcfently afterwards paid us a vifit, faid he had heard the report, 
though not as a thing certain, but would make farther enquiry about it. 
He did not think it improbable, becaufc tha Arabs had lately rpbbed a Cara- 
van on the northern road, and even at this time, another between Moful 
and Diarbckir is hindered from proceeding, through the apprehenlion of 
meeting with the fame fate. The Arabs and malecontcnts it feems have 
taken advantage of the 'diforderly ftate of the government of Moful, whofe 
new Bajha is not yet arrived there from Aleppo-, the accounts fay, he was 
to leave Aleppo the day after the ending of the Ramazan. 

Nothing particular : but jVIr. Pyc was fo much recovered, as to rake a 
ride round the walls of the *city. Baghdad, by Meffieurs Alms and Doidge's 
^obfervations, lies in latitude 33“ 21' north. 

♦ A principio AfFyrii propter planitiem magnltudjnemque region ujti quas incolabant, 
xum calum ex oxnni parte patens & apcr:um intucroitur, trajediones Jtioiufqup ftellarum 
obiervaveriint- Cic. lib* i. die Divim n, z, 
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The devotee and Mahometans, to the number of above a thoufand^ 
returned to-day from the tomb of the prophet Ezekiel. — Habil Swjlem 
returned alfo our neccflaries and arrears of money. We delivered the firft 
into the hands of the .4ga, appointed by the Bc^« for our leader and pro-- 
teftor. — The Aga vifited us this morning, and as fome days before we had 
paid for the hire of 30 mules, we agreed to leave Baghdad to-morrow in the 
afternoon. We fettled things with him relating to our journey, and many 
civilities pafled on each fide. The route of our future journey, as received, 
from Cojee Raphael, is as follows : 


Baghdad to Tainkjah — ■— — 

Mufabah-Kaun — — — — 

Dely-abafs couprie Kaun — — — 

Karatapa — — — — 

AJkee-couprie — - — — — 

Dourcourmatea — — — 

^awook — — . — 

Tazatcomatour — — — 

Kircoote (a city) •— — — 

Alton couprie — — — 

Tengee Kaun ~ 

Arvele (a little city) — — — 

Zaave, where we pafs a river upon Kellecks, which 
river comes from Perfta, and joins the I'ygris. — 
Gawerkoe — — •— 

Moful, a city, and feat of a-B^^ of three tails > — 

Karamlejs: — — — 

Hezie — — — — 

Another village, name unknown — 

Kirkhook — — ^ 

Jezira, where is a Beg, an officer of the people 
called Gourds. — — — 

Sheatikoi — - — •— •— 

^aljhehier — — — 

Nifabin, an antient place, with bad water, and bad 

Kazadera — — — — 

Golweka — — - — — 

Ccajhaffar — — — 

Mgjkook — • — — 

Hajfranchai — — . _ 

Cawerourhee {Merdin city) — —• ~ 

Marchrean — • — — — 

Vrfa, a large city, a Bajha of three tails, fliicc an 
Armenian Wf — — • 


Hours. 

7 

7 

6 

10 

6 

9^ 

7 
5 

5 - 
10 

5 

5 

8 

5 
f,- 

6 
10 

6- 
10 

10 

10 

6 

5 

7 

6 

6 

7 

7 

8 

8 


6 
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Karafeua — , — . — , 

€hopchopUt — — — 

Birjoup^ here runs the river Euphrates^ which we 
crols to Alazara — — 

Sajuera — ■ — — 

Aktareena' — — — 


Total 


7 

7 


261 hour?. 
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CHAP, IV. 


Occurrences on our journey from Baghdad to Karatapa, Afkce-couprie, Dour- 
courmatee, Kircoote, Arvcie, Zaave, Camalifk-Gawerkoc, Moful, 
with our method of travelling. — Obfervations on the face of the country , — 
Defcription of a Turkifh Mofque. — Account of their pricjls ■, and of a 
febl called Worjhippers of the Devil. — ^tate of Chrijiianity in Turky, — 
"Tomb of St. Barbara. 


‘* 75 ®* \ T five this afternoon we left the city of having fentoiitour 

' jt\^ tents, T'akht Revans., and other luggage before us. Wc found the 
June j8. pitched on the eaftern bank of the Tygris, oppofite to a country feat 

of the Bajha, about a mile to the northward of the walls of the ciry. We 
had the fatisfaftion here to meet with the bifhop and father Fidelle, 
who came to wifh us a good journey, notwithftanding we had mutually 
taken leave of each other in the city. His lordfhip gave us three recom- 
mendatory letters ; one to Padre Lanza an Italian miffionary at Moful a 
fecond for Pere Eugene a French miffionary at Merdin ; and the other for 
Monf. Thomas, conuil for the French nation at Aleppo. Cojee Raphael came 
alfo and delivered us our contraft with the Mulateer. We had thirty 
anules for the following ufes. 


For the two Tahht Revans — — — 8 

For two Cages for the ufc erf" fervants. — — 2 

Saddle-mules — — — — 4 

For baggage — — — — i6 


F'or each mule we are to give 45 piaftres, and the Mulateer is to carry us 
And our baggage to Aleppo ; he is to run all rifks ; if any mule dies dr be- 
comes lame, he is to get another in its room. He has received 9C0 piaftres, 
the other 450 are to be paid him at Aleppo. He is to find his mules in 
provifions ; and Ihould we make him and his people a prefent of a fheep 
and a little rice now and then, it is what they may expeft by way of en- 
couragement only, not a matter of demand. 

7 Our 
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Oar Sicf, w groom, is to have 25 plaftrcs, to be paid him zt. Aleppo. 1753. 
The ^akht Revan-gee^ or condudor, has already been paid 29 Zirmaboobs^ v. 
aiid on pur arrival at Aleppo he is to have 31 more to make up 60 for hira- 
felf and his fevcn men. 

Cojee Raphael now told us, that we muft provide a tent for the jlga^ who 
in general will chufe to live by himfelf, and which will be much more con- 
venient for us. Having given away one of our India made tents to Mr. 
Robingfenzx Karec, and a fecond to Mr. Garden at Baghdad, we commiffioned 
Raphael to purchate another for our Aga. We continue on this fpot till 
to-morrow evening, in order to recoiled whatever may be wanting, and 
to get ourlelves well fupplied before we advance too far. 

We took a walk this morning in one of the Bajha's gardens, and found Monday 
black and white grapes quite ripe i mulberries of the European kind, which 
were originally brought from Moftil, peaches, nedarines, and apricots, (the 
two firft were not ripe) : almonds, apples, and plumbs come to perfedion 
here in their proper fcafons. The quinces, figs. Pomegranates, and 
Moffungs (a fruit not much unlike a very fmall apple, but of a dif- 
ferent Ipecies) were not ripe, though mulk-melons and cucumbers were. 

We oblerved alfo a very large fort of fervice-berry, and fome olive 
trees. In the afternoon, fevcral 1 ‘urkijh and Armenian merchants defired 
leave to go in company with us, which we readily granted. 

Aga Mahomet or Hamet, whom they call Aetch Aga, carries with him- 
orders from Sofyman Bajha, for all governors and captains between this 
place and Aleppo-, alfo four recommendatory letters from him to the Bajhas 
of Moful, Diarbekir, Urfa and Aleppo : four others from Abdulla the Kahier 
or prime fecretary, to the four Kahiers of thole Bajhas. The four letters 
Sot the Bajhas were put into white purfes, thole for the Kahiers into red; 
ones. Mr. Carden and Cojee Raphael recommended it to us, to prefent the 
Aga with 500 piaftres at parting, Ihould be behave properly. They like- 
wife wifli that the Britijh conful at Aleppo would write a letter by the return: 
of the Aga to the Bajha of Baghdad, acknowledging his favours to us. 

Had we been merchants inftead of king’s fervants, we were told, we 
ihould not have met with fuch honours ; or have been permitted to travel 
in Takht Revans, or hal^e carried a gilt ball on the top of our tent, none 
but the Bajlsa himfelf being allowed this laft privilege. While we con- 
tinued on this fpot, the Bafita difeovered our gilt ball from his Seraglio,. 
and immediately enquired whofe it was : upon being told, that it belonged 
to the tent‘of the Englijh travellers, he very obligingly replied^ '•'‘Take no 
notice of it.” As foon as we were informed of his politencis,. we imme- 
diately ordered the ball to betaken down. 


At 
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^ At feven o’clock in the evening we ftruck our tents, took leave of our 

*' worthy friend Mr. Garden^ and Cojee RapbatU and at nine got up to Kuii 

Khan's towers and entrenchments, railed during his liege of Baghdad, to 
prevent the garrifon’s receiving any relief from this fide of the country. 
Thcfc towers arc eleven in number, and now fomewhat decayed ; they arc 
'built of brick, have holes for muiketry, and Aand at about five hun- 
dred yards from each other. 

June *0. At half paft two this morning we got to Tainkjah, having palled over 
fome fields of wheat-llubble and in an hour after arrived at another town 
Dokehalah. called Dokebalab, where we continued till the evening. The latitude of 
Dokehaiab, by obfervation, is 33 ° 43 ' north. Around both thefe towns 
are plenty of gardens (inclofed with mud-walls) which fupply the city of 
Baghdad with vegetables and fruit. We put up at a clean, mud-built 
houle, one of the beft the place afforded. Our Aga, who was not under the 
fame roof with Us, came and paid us his compliments. He appeared to 
be a fenfiblc grave roan, of few words, yet can handibmdy exprefs himfelf 
on particular occafions. We agreed before we let off, that he fhould fupply 
himfelf, as well as his own three horftmen and their cattle with provifions, 
at our expence 1 and we now commifiTioncd him to ferve our Takht Revan 
men with their provifions, being defirous not to have any dilputes with them 
on that ful^eft. 

At half paft fix in the evening, we mounted our horfes and mules, 
but it was almoft feven before we could fet off with our little Caravan. 
We took an eaftward courfe for about an hour and half, which brought 
us to a bridge, thrown over one of thofe little rivulets, which run into 
the Tygris. We palled over the bridge, and then travelled north. Very 
many people were going the road to Baghdad. One party had a Caravan, 
which confifted of t or 300 beafts, camels, mules, and affes, loaded with 
ftraw-fodder for the Bajheds ftables. Until halt paft ten we marched over 
a dead level country, fave here and there we met with a hill of fand, blown 
together by the wind. We paffed all'o leveral creeks which had linall bridges 
over them ; thefe creeks arc a kind of artificial rivulets, cut purpoleJy 
to fupply the adjacent villages with water from the Tygris. This great 
river is now to the left, or the weft of us, and appears fomeiiTies two or 
three miles off, at others not more than half a mile. About eleven 
we came to a large hill, which in this level country might be juftly called 
a mountain ; it feemed by moon-light, to extend a great way to the eaft- 
ward. l o the right of the high road hereabouts, I was informed, there 
are fcveral fmall towns, that the land is cultivated around them, and the 
rivulets afore- mentioned ferve them with water. Now I got into one of the 
Takbt Revan's for the firft time, of whofe untoward motion we had re- 
ceived a difagreeable account from mx European fervants, but which was 
not lb bad as to hinder me from taking a Ihorc deep. 


At 
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At one in the morning wc arrived at our fccond ftage Kaun-Mufahah, ^ 75 ^- 
latitude 33’ 58' north, where we pitched our tents, and lay in them: The 
Ceravanferab here is old and not kept clean. Our /Iga would have procured 
us a houfc in the village if we had chofen it. About nine o’clock, two par- 
ties with camels and affes came in from Conjiantinople, and put up at the 
Caravanferah they were accompanied by a few horfemen, who had been 
robbed and wounded to the northward of MofuL 

The evenings and nights are plcafantly cool, but the days very hot. We 
get mutton, milk, and grapes. We ate pretty freely yefterday of the laft, 
but as fome of us had fymptoms of a Diarrbaa's coming on, we denied our- 
fclves to-day, and fed on milk. Few of us have any appetite for meat, 
fo that little is ufed. Yefterday we allowed ourfelvcs one bottle of Madeira 
wine, and the fame quantity at night. 

At feven o’clock this evening we fet off, and travelled rather eaftcrly for 
about two hours, when we eroded a pretty good bridge over a creek of 
the Tygris, and then went north -, paffed through fome fields of corn-ftubble, 
and about eleven, over a good ftone bridge built acrofs a river called 
(according to the found of the w'ord as pronounced' by our country fervants) 

Cbtba HarpJiCy which they tell us, rifes in Perfta^ and falls into the Tygris. Chtba, 

At a quarter of a mile diitance to the right of this river, is a handlbme Hakhsib. 
new Kaun or Caravanferah, and the ruins of an old one. It is called 
Soiibah-Kaun, or Chtbach Couprie, that is, Chibacb Bridge, The jdga obferv- 
ing that we were defiroiis of feeing every thing that was remarkable, pro- 
pofed riding up to it, which we did. 

The late Bajha Hamet performed a very gallant aftion near this fpor, 
killing with his lance a lion which for three years had been the terror of 
ihe whole neighbourhood : they fay, that his horfe in its violent exertions 
on the occafion, burff afunder, he then mounted a mare, which as fome 
relate, kicked the lyonon the head, and ftunned him v by this lucky circum- 
ftance the Bapa had an opportunity of plunging his lance into his belly, 
and laying him dead at his feet, 

At three this morning, we paffed over another ftone bridge of two arches, June 31. 
after travelling eight hours, and pitched our tents by the Caravanferah of 
Dely-abafs- couprie, which by an obfervation taken by Mr. Doidge, lies in y- 

latitude 34’ 10' north. This Kaun is but a forry one; we got to it a i*Rip. Kau.-<. 
little after three in the morning, but found other travellers in poflelfion. 

We again rtpofed under our tents, having experienced this day and yeftcr- 
»^y, to be violently hot i the hotteft indeed I had ever felt, and to me 
almoft infupportablc, taking away the appetite, and producing an exceflive 
thirft : my fellow travellers however could eat a bit of mutton, and fup a 
little broth, which is more than I can attempt. 

R r 
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175^* At fome diftance up the river is a village, from whence we got good 
^ milk, buc no fruit. In our journey for the two laft ftages, we obftrved 
locufts in gtcat abundance j the foil was well cultivated and fertile, by means 
of the river-water being let in. We paficd many travellers, among others, 
the prefent Baflja of Kircoote, who for fome mildemeanour had fallen under 
the Cra7id Seignior's dilplealure. He is going to Baghdad to get Solyman 
Bt'JlM to intercede for him. 

At feven in the evening, we mounted again, with our arms ; it being 
thought expedient to be well on our guard, until we have pafled Ibme 
Kufcadawrte mounpiins in fight, called Kufcadawrie, often infefted by robbers. Now 
ivlounuins. we drew lots, and fettled our turns in the I'akht Revans ; and as Ivlelfieurs 
Bye and Bigot, the two lighteft men, ride together in one, we are alternately, 
on and off our horfes or mules, every two hours. The motion of thefe 
vehicles is uneafy yet, not to fo great a degree as to prevent wearied 
travellers from getting a little fleep, which, though broken and interrupted, 
we find to be of great benefit. 

The heat of this day has been beyond meafure fatiguing. I intended to 
have proceeded to, and paffed over the mountains on horfe-back with my 
arms ; but foon became fo faint and weak, as to be obliged to difmount, 
and betake myfelf to the Takht Revan, ’till nine o’clock, when 1 remounted 
at the foot of the hills with fome degree of fpirits, and fo travelled on till 
eleven, amidft romantic, craggy, flinty rocks, formed very advantageoufiy 
for giving a few robbers an opportunity of attacking a great number of 
paflengers : but fortunately none prefented themfelvcs. At twelve we 
got on the other fide of the hills, into a well cultivated valley, where 
were corn-ftubbles. This vale is flooded at the diferetion of the 
Narin river, farmer, by a little river which we pafled over, called Narin, whofe 
water is very brackilh, owing to the fait petre, .with which the foil 
abounds. 

June 23. About two in the morning, as we marched on, we difeovered a fmall 
village to the left, inhabited by the hulbandmen of the arable lands ; we 
diftinguiflied it by the lights, and barking of dogs. At four, we got near the 
Karatapa town Karatapa, lying, by Mr. Dw'i^e’s obfervation, in 34" 30' N. latitude •, 
but our mulateers miftaking the road, it was half paft five before we reached 
it. The Jga advanced before, and at our entrance met us, enquiring whe- 
ther it was our pleafure to pitch our tents, or put up in an houfe : we 
chofe the latter, and were (hewn to the chiefs, wherein were ptepared twa 
or three well fwept apartments, with carpets and culhions laid on the ground. 
This is a good looking furkiJJj country town, built with mud j it ftands on 
an eminence, and the ftreets are broader than any I have feen in Burky. 
The inhabitants were more fwarthy than thofe of Baghdad., owing, probably 
5 
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to their working in the fields and gardens ; here are many gardens, and yet 
we can get no fruit. 

In this town of Karat^pa are hundreds of Storks ■, you fee them almoft 
on every houfe, in every garden, and on the walls and trees. They feem 
to think themfelves in great fecurity, are in no kind of fear at the fight or 
approach of man or beaft. They had three or more young ones in their 
nefts. The old birds make a very odd rjoife with their beaks, not unlike 
that of the Negroes mufical finger-cracker. When this is doing, the 
head is turned backward, and the upper bill placed on the rump, while 
the under is let into the quickell: motion, and made to ad upon the 
other : this bird’s beak is eight or nine inches in length like that of the 
Pelican, and of the fame fltape ; there is alfo a fmall red bag hanging at 
the throat. 

The houfe we rcfide in belongs to the Sheick of the village, wlm cleared 
it of his women, and h.ad it cleaned on our account. The walls are very 
thick, whereby the heat is much lei's dillrefllng than in the two preceding 
days. The water here would have been good, had it been firll fined, but 
this our fervants carelcfiy negleded : we find by experience, that half an 
ounce of the powder of Alum, thrown into 12 or 14 gallons of muddy water, 
will in an hour and half make it perfedly clear j learning this before wo 
left Baffora, we there fupplied ourfclves with a fufficiency of Alum fox thefe 
ufes. We found no inconvenience from the Alum, and I am inclined to 
think that it is not only an excellent purifier of thick muddy water, but that 
in hot climates, it cools the body anti braces up the relaxed fibres. 

At fix this evening, the we.ather was cloudy, which we very fcldom had 
an opportunity of noting betore ; the air fmcc we left Eajfora, has been very 
dry, a few nights on tlie Euphrates excepted. The primings to our fire- 
locks and piftols were never damp. Onx Aga here acquainted us, that he 
thought it proper to take with us the armed men of the place, and if we 
approved of it, he would fpeak to the Commandant to be ready to march. 
(By virtue of his order from the Bajlsa he could command this ; neverthelefs 
a pecuniary fatisfadion from us will be expeded). We confented, and at 
feven fet out with our- guard confifting of an officer and 12 horferaen equip- 
ped with piftols and lances. 

On our left were the rifins of fomc houfes ; and at a quarter after feven a 
Chocarda who rode poft, pafled us, accompanied with two horfemen fervants ; 
they were from Moful going to Baghdad, and their news was, that the 
Bajhafxoxn Aleppo voaa expeded at Mojul x\cxt Monday, and that two Caravans 
•were ftill detained there. At half paft eight, there fell a fhower of large 
drops of rain ; a fhort but acceptable refrefliment to fuch thirfty, panting 
wretches as we are. 
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At twelve we crofiird another river (which they called like the laft, Narin) 
on a little paltry bridge. All this night we travelled over a hilly, ftony, 
uncultivated country, until about half a mile before we reached AJkee-coiipritt 
to whith place we got at half pad two in thi morning. Here we found 
the Sheick'% houfc ready to receive us, the Aga having advanced before for 
that purpofe. 

This village lies by obfervation in 34® 50' north latitude j is built on an 
hill, hath rivulets running by it, the water of which is very clear and good. 
We could get no fruit here unlcfs the Bcckerry, but w'cre told, that at the 
next ftage we fhall get fruit, as well as wine j both will be very acceptable. 
The want of the firft we judge to have been the caufe of our being all pain- 
fully conftipated ; and the dock of wines laid in at Calcutta and Bombay, is ex- 
pended or dedroyed to about three dozen of bottles. 0 \ir Aga indeed puts us 
to no expcnce for wine or drong liquors; he drinks only coffee, dierbetand 
water : a man every way different from our Bajfora Chocarda. Twenty 
Piaftres were given to the Commandant for himfelf and the troop which 
efcorted us hither; and as the Caravan for Moful had been lately rob- 
bed between this fpot and Kircoote, the Aga recommended our taking 
another guard ; he behaves with great care and modedy, and alTured us, 
in a very pleafing rranner, that his only dudy is that of our cafe and 
fafety. We hope he is a T urk of honour, and fo fubmit ourlclves to his 
difcrction. 

We faw this morning in the air, a prodigious quantity of very fmall bats, 
and about noon we oblervccl thoufands of them clinging to the rafters of our 
houfe. We fpent this day comfortably, compared with fome that were pad, 
chiefly owing to our being in a houfe. Our tents arc made of canvas, well 
painted, lined with chintz, and have alfo a marquis ; but a painted tent 
like our’s, is better calculated to refid the rain than the heal-, and could we 
have forefeen that we flioukl have come a road, where we hitl cito have 
found plenty of water, a common canvas tent would have better anfwered 
our end ; as in the heat of the day, wc naight have kept it conflantly wetted 
with'watcr, which is altogcrlier imprafficable with thofe wc now have. The 
wind blows generally frclh, but fo loaded with burning particles of fand, 
that we fiad^ more for our rcfreflimcnt to follow the Eajt India cudom 'df 
diutting it out, than admitting it to us. 

A little before fun-fet, we began to march ; our little Caravan is now 
increafed, feveral travellers going our way having joined us for protedion. 
It confids of our own three horfes, and twenty five mules, there ought to 
have been thirty ; in excufe for the deficiency, the mulateer p't'etends that 
although we agreed for eight mules to our two Takbt Revanx, and two to 
our rages, yet from cudom, there diould be but four for the fird, and one 
lor the lad, and that Cojee Raphael knew of this cudom, and agreed to 

the 
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theobftrving It; we have now no remedy, unlcfs at Aleppo. To our Carth tys^- 
van, rouft be added our Age’s, and his three I'crvants horfes, eight horfe- 
guards, and near 30 mules or afles. The moon not rifing till late, the 
Takit Revans were prcccdtd by two great lights, placed in ironftoves, and 
carried by furkijh fervants. 

All this night, we travelled a W. N. W. courfe, having,' not far to our 
right, a chain of high, rocky mountains, which are called Courmaratida, Courmaratida 
among which are ruins of ancient fortrefles, but now without inhabitants i Mountaim. 
and on the top of three or four of the mountains arc fome decayed tur- 
rets built by Knit Khan, Thcfe mountains ftand about N. W. and 
S. E. they continued near to us without any break, till three in the June 25. 
morning, when we arrived in the neighbourhood of Douzcourmatee. Here Douzqoon.- 
the mountains ceafe for a while, and a valley begins, through which run “atke. 
many little rivers ; we palTed over five or fix by bridges of one and two 
arches. To within a quarter of a mile of this town, the whole night’s 
journey was barren and uncultivated, when we came upon fome corn- 
ftubble, in which were abundance of Lociijls : many thoufands of them 
muft be deftroyed by the trampling of our cattle j but their numbers not- 
withftanding, fall vaftly Ihort of what 1 faw in Madagafcar, where the air 
hath been fo full of them, that a man could not be diftinguilhed at the 
diftance of a hundred yards. 

Douzcourmatee is conipofed of good mud houfes, the gardens arc well 
walled, and yield dates, apricots, apples and grapes, the latter not 
ripe. The feverity of the laft winter had fpoiled many of the vines, but 
we were told, that commonly, good wine is to be found in this, place. 

The Aga, as ullial, went before, and got a room ready for our reception. 

We procured fome good milk, a iamb, very fine apples, and cucum- 
bens. I.,alf night the wind was high, and moll diftgrceably hot and dry- 
ing; 1 fpokc to our hoft of the fufibcating efieft which I experienced 
from it, and he told me to confider it as a (hort and flight vifit of the 
Samiel. 

This morning, we obferved many women of the village very bnfy in. 
fupplying their families with water from the running llreams, nt the fotrt 
of the hills, in eartlicn pitchers. Tv/o men of confiderable confequence, 
vifited us v the governor of the place and country adjacent, was one 
of them, and who is a near relation of the Bafloa of Diarkkir, a handlome 
man of thirty years of age ; the other was the Commandant of a thoufand of 
Bajha Scljman's forces, which are maintained here. Our Aga confulted them 
on the flare of the country we arc to pafs through the following night, and 
^learned that it is not altogether peaceable, for very lately a courier of the 
Bajha of Baghdad accompanied with flx or eight other horiemen, iiad been at- 
tacked by fome Arabs: we therefore refolved to take 1 5 foot foldiers, and that 

the 
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j 7/58. the Sheick who lives at fome diftance in our road, Ihould join us with 1 5 Jrah, 

— v— ' who would be of more fervice to us than a greater number of any other 

kind, as Arabs do not ufually fight with Arabs j but this order is difcrctional, 
and left to the Sheick to decline executing, provided he fliall be convinced 
that the road is not infefted. 

Monday We fet off at feven in the evening as ufual, and without any moleftation 

June 26. got to Tawook, in 35" 10' north latitude, about half paft two in the morn- 

ing, having had for two thirds of the way, mountains at a fmall diftance 
on our right, but for the laft part of our journey, they were farther from 
us, inclining more to the eaftward of the north : when we were only about 
a mile from the village they were almoft out of light, and a plain, or ex- 

tenfive vale fucceeded, through which pafled many a rivulet of good water j 

over one of them was a water-mill at work. 

This village is but a forry one, feated on a hill ; we got to it over a very 
ftony road : the adjacent country was rude and barren, if we except a very 
few ftubble acres. The inhabitants of 7 'awook breed filk-worms, and 
weave a filk, which they fend for fale to the merchants of Baghdad., and 
other towns. 

We were not fo well off here for lodgings, as of late, yet thofe we have 
are much lefs difagreeable than a tent, and are the beft the place affords : 
they belonged to a private man whoie wives were obliged to move out ; we 
faw them in the yard, nor did they feem to take much pains to conceal 
their faces. But this was not the firft country village fince we left Bagh- 
dad, where we noticed the women to be little fcrupuloiis in this re- 
fped. Two or three females are our fellow-travellers •, they ride aftride 
their mules, but with the black horfe-hair covering over their faces-, and 
as' the cuttom of the country forbids us even to look at, much lefs to 
fpeak to them, we remain entire ftrangers to each other, nor can we 
gratify our inclinations by complimenting them in any refpe6t whatever. 
Mr. Shaw, who has refided many years among the people of furky, 
affured me, it was not only the higheft affront you could pofllbly (hew 
a 'Turk to enquire for the health of the female part of his family, but 
that it was efteemed very rude even to mention the name of any of the 
fair fcx. 

The laft night was very pleafant, the air cool and ferene, which, thank 
God, continues even now, though twelve at noon. Five Turks with high 
caps on their heads, and armed, pafled us juft now on horfeback, and 
alfo a fmall caravan with about t2 camels and 20 afles loaded with- 
tobacco, which probably was under the proteiftion of thefe high cap 
gentlemen. * 


With 
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With ihe/ame fellow-travellers as yefterclay, and about fifteen foot fob 5758- 

diers taken from hence, we began our march at fcven in the evening, and v— 
continued advancing over barren ground for the village Tazakomaioor^ 
until we got oppofite to it. We then ftruck. off to the right, travelling 
more north, direftly for Kircoote, taking care not to touch at the firfl; mcii; 
tioned village. By this conduft, they fay, we fave a two hour’s journey. 

Until we got within four or five miles of Kircoote, we pafTcd nothing but 
uncultivated ftony lands ; but then all was arable to the city, and for fome 
miles around was a fine plain. 

We reached Kircoote, which lies in 35° 30' of north latitude, at four June *7. 
in the morning, and pafled by the town and citadel to a hoiife vvliich Kircgote. 
had been provided for us, at a little diftance from the town. The fort is 
of an oblong figure, fituated on a high artificial mount, which in the rainy 
feafon is by the run of waters from the neighbouring mountains, made an 
ifland. About fifteen years ago. Nadir Shah took it after a fiege of 24 days: 
an old 7 urkijh gentleman of the place informed me, that the citadel was 
defended by the inhabitants unalfifted by the foldiery ; about 5000 were in 
arms, nor did they furrender but on honourable terms ; their properties were 
fecured to them, only a grant of provifions for the Ferftan army was agreed 
to. Kuli Khan conformed himfclf to the letter of the capitulation, till he 
returned from his unfuccefsful expedition againft Moful, and no longer ; for 
he then levied heavy contributions, and on the approach of the Turkip 
army, retired, taking with him as much money as he could get from the 
inliabitants, as well as goods and effedls for the ufe of his army. A little 
to the fourhward of the town he llored a magazine with corn and other pro- 
vifions ; thefe, lie could not conveniently take away, nor would he deftroy 
them, but left them to fall into the hands of his enemy. During the fiege 
of the citadel, near 500 of the defenders were killed, and the people 
in general were very much fatigued and diftrelTed. To the eaftward 
of the city mount, is the tomb of the T^urkip Bapa Hoffein, who was 
wounded in the battle of Derhent by a mufket ball from Nadir Shah's 
army, and then put to death by the fabre of a mcrcilefs Perjian foldier; 
for which difhonourable and inhuman aft, the Shah ordered him im- 
mediately to be executed, and fent the body of the Bapa hither to be 
honourably interred ■, this incident happened a fhort time before the cap- 
ture of Kircoote. 

The inhabitants in general, are maintained by agriculture, the lands here* 
abouts being very fertile i large quantities of corn are fenc from hence to 
'foreign markets : the mechanics, fuch as taylors, Ihoemakers, Ac. live as 
jn other places, by their induftry. But there is no manufafturc carried on 
here of any confequence. 

We were fupplied with pretty good mutton, eggs, grapes, apples, cu- 
cumbers, figs, fugar-candy and bread. 

The 
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The houfc to which we were conduced was at the diftance of a quarter 
of a mile from the town ; it had a pretty garden, with a neat pond, grafs plats, 
rofc trees and running ftreams, whofe banks were agreeably fhaded by the 
willow. This fpot belongs to the chief of the Mahsmetan priefts ; our Aga 
Had rode on before, and obtained permiflion of the governor and prieft for 
otir admittance. We made a Ihort repaft, and about five, threw ourfelves 
down on our cots. At nine in the morning, the governor, the Muffalm or 
captain of the fort, and commanding Janizary, with two or three of the prin- 
cipal officers, came to vifit us ■, as we were not rifen, they ftayed fome little 
time with the priefi, and our Aga, and then went away leaving their com- 
pliments. The real governor of Kircooie is a Bajha of two tails,^^who at 
prcfcivt was in difgrace, as jufi obferved ; the gentleman who afted in 
his abfence is only pro tempore. 

At four in the afternoon, Mr. Doidge and I returned the vifit, accom- 
panied by the Aga, an interpreter, and two other fervants. We were re- 
ceived with high marks of refpeft j ftools with cufhions both for our feats, 
and feet, were placed on the right-hand fide of the governor. The gover- 
nor received us after the common cuftom in Turky, fitting on his carpet, 
but politely bending his body, and bringing his hand up to his breaft •, and 
after we were feated, he paft fome handfome compliments, and gave us an 
invitation to tarry four or five days for our rcfrelhmcnt, afiuring us that 
after having entertained us in the beft manner in his power, he would take 
care that at our departure, we fhould be very well efcorted. We exculed 
ourfelves from tarrying, but thanked him for his polite offer. On his left 
hand, fat eight or ten of the principal Turks of the place •, mofl: of them were 
very perfonable, as indeed the T urks in general are, both as to ftature and 
comelincfs, adorned with full, large, piercing black eyes, and arched 
eye brows. Curiofity had brought about the court-yard where we were en- 
tertained, a great number of fpeftators, who had never before feen an Eu- 
ropean habit. We enquired among other things, concerning the prefent 
ftate of affairs in Perjta, but could not find that they had any late accounts. 
It was obferved during the converfation, that unhappy kingdom had not 
only been made miferable for many years paft through the fword, but by 
the plague •, which occafioned me to fay that thefe two were the greateft of 
human curfes •, on which the governor gravely replied, “ they arc not of Man, 
but of God.’* 

In the evening, our party, in company with three or four priefts, fpent 
an hour or two on the fide of the pond, into which continually flowed fcveral 
pleafant rivulets. The Chief Prieft, who feemed to have an haughty fpirir, 
informed me, that within the fort was preferred the tomb of the Cbriftian 
St. Dennis, buried here at the time when Cbriftians had pofieffions in this 
country. No fooner had he concluded, than, very abruptly, he by the in- 
terpreter, put to me th^ following queftion : “ Since we Muffitlmen have in 
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the higheft regard all the Prophets^ whom Chrijiians revere •, and fince wc 
even greatly honour and refpeft the name of Jefus Chrijl^ how comes it 
‘‘ that you Chrijiians^ pay no regard at all to our Prophet Dcfirous of 
avoiding to enter on what I cfteemed a dangerous fubjeft, I faid, That as 
‘‘ we were not priefts, but men whofe bufincfs was to ferve their -King and 
‘‘ country by fea, fuch religious matters did not naturally fall under our 
‘‘ confideration.” This anfwer did not prove fatUfaflory, tor the prieft re- 
peated the queftion with an uncommon earneftnefs ; to which 1 anfwered. 
That there were not wanting among Chrijiians^ men, who paid Tome at- 
tention to the memory of Mahomet^ on account of the charitable maxims 
he inculcated ; and the temperance and fobriety which he fo ftriflly en- 
joined his followers.” He muttered to himfelf, but faid no more. I 
afterwards bathed in the prieft’s rivulet, under the fliade of the willows ; 
which brought to my remembrance, the fatisfadion I had formerly enjoyed 
of the fame kind in the plealant ftream of the Avon. 


1758. 


The Aga judged it proper to reft this day here, both for the relief of Jane 2I. 
men and beads : the heat to-day and yefterday, though great, hath yet been 
tolerable *, the nights are agreeably cool, and have continued fo during 
our whole joiirjiey. Agreeable to advice given us before we entered Turky^ 
we all decline having the lead pretence tophyfical or chiriirgical knowledge ; 
for othcrw’ifc, our lodgings from morning to night would be crowded with 
patients: as it is, there are many who apply to us and aflc queftions, but 
we do not forget to let them know, we fpeak from hearfay only. 


Storks are here in abundance. We have heard no finging birds, except the 
lark, fince wc left the Euphrates. Yefterday, for the fiill time fince I left 
EjiglancJ I faw a magpye. We find here a troublcfome biting gnat, or 
Miifchcio.^ different from all others, in that it makes no buzzing noife upon 
its approach. 

At fix in the evening we mounted our beafts, accompanied by the Muf- 
Jelem and our Aga \ wc fet out earlier than ufual, in order to fee the fort •, three 
or 400 boys followed us, who were very rude, and proceeded eve^ to throw 
Itones at us, which behaviour gave the Aga and Awjfdem a great deal of 
vexation. We afeended the hill on horfe-back, and fo entered the citadel ; 
rode through a Bazar^ and feveral narrow flreets. The length of the fort 
was about 250 yards, breadth 120; the hill it is upon, together with tliC 
wall, is about 80 feet high : a work of great labour, confiding of earth and 
fmall flones well rammed. Wc faw no cannon, nor any regular baftions ; 
t!)e ftrengtli of the place depends on its fituation, and capability of being 
defended with ftones and mufketry. Many common trades arc carried on 
by the inhabitants within the fort. We law feveral of their women, whofe 
curiofity had led them to the tops of their houfes to view r!ie Franks. We were 
condudled to a Mofque with a Minaret^ and there were defired to difinount ; 
which we did, following the example of our Aga^, we were then bade to 
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pull off our boots, before we entered the church to fee the tomb of St. 
Dennis: as we had received no intimation that any fuch honour as feeing a 
Mof^ue was intended us, and not knowing that Chriftians were ever per- 
mitted to enter, we hefitated, and ordered it to be intimated to the Caliph’ 
who was there, that we had always underftood that none but thofe of the 
Mahometan faith were allowed to go into their churches, and that our 
curioiity was fufEciently fatisfied, deuring that we might do nothing irre- 
gular. He replied, it was true that Cbrijlians^ inhabitants of the country, 
were not allowed to enter, but as we were travelling gentlemen, and 
Cbriftian Saints were depofited here, they wilhed to oblige us, and provided 
we left our boots without, there was nothing that hindred our a^ilTibn- 
We ftill doubted of the propriety of the ftep, and were the more uneafy 
about it by an incident which had happened between Mr. Pigot and the 
Chief Priejl. On this critical occafion we looked round, but could not for the 
crowd difeover our Jga', we then made the interpreter call aloud for him, 
and agreed he Ihould be alked, if there was nothing improper in the thing 
propofed, and whether we ran any riik in complying : he, with great feriouf- 
nefs fpokc to the prieft and Mujfelem, and after receiving their anfwers, he told 
us, “ No.” We then defired that he himfelf Ihould Ihew us the way -y 
accordingly he pulled off his boots, and entered the Mofque j we did the 
fame, and found it a neat little building without painting, or other orna- 
ments : it had a fmall pulpit fomewhat raifed, and two tombs railed round, 
in which they told us were the remains of two ancient holy Chriftians ; 
one of them they called Saint Dennis, the other we could not make out, 
they faid either Hofea or IJaiah. I alked, if they were fure it was not the 
tomb of zjew inftcad of a Cbriftian? Was anfwered, no Jetv, but a Chrif- 
tian. Within the railing were the coffins of the dead, but as thefe were 
covered, our cutiofity carried us no farther. The priefl: of the Mofque 
fprinkled us with rofe-water, and threw fome on our handkerchiefs ; and 
then we withdrew to the porch, where he alked us for a prefent, which we 
ordered our fervant to give him. We put on our boots, mounted our 
horfes, and rode out of the fort to follow the Caravan, which had already 
began its march. 

We had great reafon to believe, that the priefl: had fixed his eye upon Mr. 
Pigot, a handfome youth of about twenty, to make a convert of him -, for he 
took fcveral occafions to go to him, whilfl: he lay on his cot in a lhady retreat, 
and endeavoured this very afternoon to make him repeat after him Ibme 
^’urkijh fentences, which Mr. Pigot, unfufpicious of danger, attempted to do : 
the prieft took him by the hand, and directed him to Hand (as Mr. Pigot 
underftood rather by his motions than words) inftead of continuing to lie at 
length on his cot: Francifeo, one of our country fervants, a Maronite Chrif- 
tian, and born at Aleppo, paffing by and hearing him repeat the words '•'■Allah 
il Allah, Muhamed refoul Allah," which lignified, a declaration of the cxif- 
lence of one God, and of Mahomet being his true Prophet, called to Mr. Pigot, 
and defired him not to repeat them : he then ran to me, defiring with, tears in 
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his eyes, that I would enjoin the young gentleman not to fuffer himfelf any 1758. 
more to be thus cxcrcifcd, for the prieft was attempting to convert liim to u— 
Mabomtanifm adding, he knew an inftance of it at Smyrna, where an 
unwary perfon having been taught the like words, the meaning of which 
he did not underftand, and enticed to repeat them before proper witneffes, 
found himfelf under a neceffity of undergoing the other ceremonies, as ablu- 
tion, circumcifion, &c. which are always the appendages of converfion. This 
fervant fince affured me, that the Chief Prieft did then and often afterwards 
highly abufe him for having intermeddled *, adding, that he was now grown 
old, muft die foon, and would go to hell, unlefs he embraced the true 
faith. On our leaving the prieft’s houfe, we defired his acceptance of fome 
raw coffee, and half a dozen of china coffee-cups which our Jga had 
recommended as the moft agreeable prelent we could make. We lent it 
by Francifeo, with our thanks for his civilities ; he received it with a con- 
fequcntial air, but thanked us, and with a high founding voice, faid, “ He 
hoped before long we Ihould all become true Muffutmen." 

We took with us from Kircoote 15 armed men, and travelled over a June 19. 
tract, rocky, and perfectly barren, till after four o’clock in the morning, 
when we met with fome ground which had here and there a cultivated fpot. 

At half paft four, we rode by a mifcrably looking village on our left; 

it extended to a new bridge of one high arch, which was of fo difficult an 

afeent, that we judged it fafeft to difmount. This bridge was built at 

the expence of the reigning Bajha of Baghdad, the old one being in ruins 1 

two arches of it ftill remain at a little diftance from the new bridge, which 

is about 45 feet high, and very narrrow. Having palled a little river by 

this bridge, we came to a fmall town called yllton-Couprie. The river hath Altom* 

its fource in the high Courdiftan monntixns, which we now faw to the right Couprib; 

before us, whole tops are partly covered with fnow, and empties itlelf 

into the Fygris. The old bridge here, they tell us was built by the ancient 

Chriftians, to whom the town formerly belonged. The river abounds with 

lilh, and we got fome fine carp-, there arc fome we were told which weigh zoo 

pounds. 

We pitched our tents on an eminence, fomewhat to the northward of 
the town, and for want of a houfe, continued in them the whole day. 

Here I again experienced the weather to be unfpeakably hot and diltreffing. 

We have to rejoice however that our good fortune brought us this way, 
and did not fuffer us to go by that of the Great Defert. Dreadful is the heat 
even here 1 but how much more muft it have been in the other road, 
where we Ihould ever have been in want of a houfe and vegetables, and 
never have had a plenty of water. In our way hither, we faw a large ftone 
tomb-llicll, which our guard told us was one of Kuli Khan'% we met alfo 
a little Caravan, four days from Moful: they confirmed the account we 
before received of the Bajha' s being expefted there in four or five days, and 
that the two great Caravans waited for an efcort. 
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1758. To-day we got a fine water-melon, and two or three ordinary miilk- 
melons. This town has nor any manufaflure, the people live by what they 
get from paflengers who go through it, and by the produce of their agri- 
culture. The country in general is hilly, not to fpeak of the before- 
mentioned Courdijtan mountains, which appear to me to run about N. N. W. 
and S. S. E. Thefe, and the Sanjack mountains oppofite to them, are the 
retreating places of the common robbers of the country, who always attack 
fuch parties of travellers, as they think are unable to refift them. Here 
are many ftorks*, thefe birds fcaft on flugs, worms, Csfr. which tliey find 
ill the corn-fields, and fometimes on ferpents; at lead we w'erc credibly 
informed fo. 

At the common hour, (feven in the evening) we decamped from Alton- 
Couprie^ and took with us 30 foot Ibldiers. We travelled the whole 
night in a pleafant, cool air, and without the leaft molellation ; our guard, 
according to their ufual cuftom, firing nov/ and then a mufl<et, in terrerem. 
'I'he country, like what wc have lo long travelled over, is (tony and unciil- 
tivated, affording only wild ffirubs and thiftles •, of tlie laft there are great 
quantities, and a vaff: variety, from the fize of a middling artichoke to 
]unc that of the fmalleff rofe-bud. At one in the morning, we got to Teng^'c 
Ye.'gtcK.aun. Kaun^ which is a good building, ffanding by itlelf, and well adapted tor 
the reception of travellers. Elei'e our Takbt Revan-gee and Mccah or head 
muJatecr would have put up, but were oppofed by us and thc//^^v/; they 
pleaded that both naen and beafts were tired, and that we were at too 
great diftance to think of proceeding to Arvele. The debate continued for 
fome time, till at length we prevailed-, and purfuing our journey through 
the fame kind of country, without any thing remarkable happening, we 
came in fight of the high fort of Arvele about five in the morning*. 

Arv£le. This fort is built like xh^izlKircoote on a high artificial mount, of difficult 
accefs, and its form is circular. The prefent village is but a trifling one; 
that a larger town once flood here is manifefl in a very ftriking manner 
by the great extent of the old burial-ground, and by fome ruins v/hich are 
ftill vifiblc. 1 take the fort to be half as large again, and the hill perhaps 
20 feet higher than that of Kircoo/e, It was attacked and taken by Nadir 
Shah a fiege of five or fix days. The village ftands at the foot of 
the fort, towards the louth-weft. 

Before fix wc arrived at Arvele Kaun^ at which, although a poor one, 
we put upj as being a better defence from the fun than our tents. We get 

• Jr^vele, probably the remains of the ancient Arhela, Hither Darius^ after the battle 
Gaugamebui retreated at midnight from the victorious Alexander of Macalon. He did not flay 
here long, but fat (mt for Media, in order to recruit his army. Soon after his departure AUx^ 
under arrived Arhela, which city furrendered to him, and in it he found a great quantity 
of furniture and equipage belonging to the crown, and 4CO0 talents, and all the l it hes of his 
army, which Darius had left there befote the engagement. Guthrie’s Hipory of the World. 
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liere good bread, eggs, milk, a lamb, and fome red apples. 175S. 

mountains continue in fight; the country is yet hilly. ^ 

At eight in the evening, we left Arvele with 30 foldiers, and continued a 
weft-courfe almoft all night, the ground affording wild fiirubs only ; amongft 
which there was abundance of the wild marjoram in bloom, and the beau- 
tiful flowering oleanders. At half paft four we faw a hare, and foon after ,, 
got to a river called Zarp^ which we paflTed on Kellecks'*. We had but Zarp River, 
a little way to walk on the other fide, before we arrived at a comfortable 
clean houfe, near a town called Zaave^ in which we continued the whole day ; Zaavi:, 
and there heard by an Aga from MofuU of the new arrival, and that 

the Caravan would fe.t out next B'hurfday^ with 40 flags, or about 1000 
foldiers.. 

Our Aga had fome trouble here to make the captain of the foldiery 
attend us with a guard to MofuL He at firft abfolutely refufed, and even 
when he feemed to confent, he made Inch an exorbitant demand for his at^ 
tendance, that our leader could not comply with it, but pofitively told him, 
that if he perfilted in his conduft, he w'ould immediately difpatch a mef- 
fenger to Bajha Solyman^ and wait either here, or at Mofiil^ for his anfwer *, 
afluring him moreover that he would oblige him to give his refufal under 
his hand. The captain was greatly alarmed at this, and after fome reflec- 
tion, agreed to go with us, on the promife of 25 Piajlres for himfelf and 
12 men accoutred with lances and piftols. This captain is fufpefled of 
being privately concerned with the robbers in the neighbouring mountains, 
and that either for his aftual afliflancc, or certain connivances, he fhares 
with them in all the plunder they get between this place and Mojul : but 
this my informer faid, was no wonder, fince this very man and all the in- 
habitants of the village, pay adoration to the Devil 

I did not give credit to this report at firfl, but afterwards was afllired by 
Padre Lanza a milTionary at Mojul that it v/as very true, and that there 
are many more of the fame religion in this country. The Savjacks in par- 
ticular are of the number. Thefe people once profefled Chrijlianity^ then 
Mahomet anifm^ and laft of all Devilifm, Yet even now, according to the Padre^ 
they will in their greateft diftrefles, call out Jefiu^ Jefus! I hefe people 
fay, ’tis true that xht Devil has at prefent a quarrel wnth God\ but the time 
will come when the pride of his heart being fubdued, lie will make his 
jubinilfion to the Almighty *, and as the Deity cannot be implacable, tlie 
Devil will receive a full pardon for all his paft tranfgrelTions, and he, and 
all thole who paid him attention during his dilgrace, will be admitted into 
the bleflcd manfions. I'his is the foundation of their hope and this chance 
for heaven tliey efleem to be a better one, than that of trulling to their 


* Kelkcks are made of fneep or goat-fkins blown up ; upon ilicft , large flicks are laid acrofr, 
which make a fort of deck ; they aie moved along by two men with paddles. 
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1758. own tnentg, or Ac merits of the leader of any other rdigion \Attfoever. 

<, I— wi* The perfon of Ae Dm/ they look on as facrcd *, and when they affirm any 
thing folemnly, they do it by his name. All difrcl^flful cxpreffions of 
him, they would punifh with dpath, did not the Twrkijh power prevent 
them. To ihoe a horfe, in their language, is exprefled by a word that has 
a double meaning, and may imply a maledidlion of the Dm/. This ex- 
preffion therefore they religioufly avoid, and have conftituted another for 
the purpofc. Whenever they fpeak of Him, it is with the utmoft refpeft j 
and they always put before his name a certain title, correfponding to that 
of his Htgbnefs, or Lord, 

At twelve at night we refumed our march, and travelling over the fame 
fort of country as of late, with nearly a weft courfe, we palled about 
July j. three in the morning a fmall river, which takes its rife alfo amongft the 
Perfian mountains, and falls into the Tygris. About five o’clock we got 
Camalisk to a poor town, inhabited by Chriftians, called Camalijk Gawerkoe, which, 
Cawsskoe I told, means Chrifiian Gawerkoe. The chief of it informed me, that 
it was once a city, the feat of a Chaldean bilhop, and larger than Moful is 
at prelent, but that it fuffered great perlccution, and was almoft entirely 
deftroyed when Mabometanifm firft took place in this pan of the world. 

The tbwn has now only about thirty families, defendants of the original 
poflelTors. Thefe, with the other Chrijlians within the Grand Seignior's do- 
minions, are permitted to live in peace, and to enjoy their religion on con- 
dition that they pay extraordinary taxes, and do not attempt to make pro- 
felites among the Mujfulmen •, a breach of the law in this rclpcdl, being 
always punilhed with death. Not a miflionary or Chrijlian dares to write 
or fpeak to zTurk about religion. Of what utility then can the milfion- 
aries of the church of Rome be in T urky^ in propagating the Chrijlian faith, 
unlcfs we can fuppofe that they are fond of embracing martyrdom ? And 
it is alferted, that not a fmgle inftance can be produced of the converfion of 
a Mahometan to any other religion, fincc the commencement of the Hegira. 

The inhabitants fubfift by the profits of agriculture, and a fmall 
manufaflure of coarfe linen cloth. They have a<hurch, and four minifters 
or PafaSy who arc allowed to marry they live upon the voluntary contri- 
butions of their flock, and are appointed to their offices by tlie Chaldean Pa- 
triarch. Clofc by the town, are the remains of an artificial mount, whereon 
once ftood a citadel ; and within the town, a fragment or two of a large 
church yet ftand : heaps of rubbifh are to be fecn all around the village, 
as well as upon the hill. The prefent inhabitants fas we are mformed) 
ipeak the original Chaldean language, as well as the Jurkifh and Arabian. 

At a little diftance from the town, they fhew you the tomb of St. Bar. 
bara, who, according to the Papas account, died a martyr by the hand of 
her own father, a Pagan, becaufe fhe perfifted to believe in Jefus Chrijl. 
They tell you, that the father’s fword fell to pieces in his hand at the firft 
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attempt on his daughter's life, that he then burnt her with red-hot 1758. 

pincers, and at laft cut her into pieces. They likewifc tell you, that St. 

’Thomas preached the gofpel both at Nineveby and at tJiis place, in liis way 
to the Eaft Indies. 

The air this morning was rather fliarp, and not fp ferene as ufual. In 
the evening, our hoft,, .wbo is the head-man of t;he us to the 

tomb of St. bM alfo ber prifen. It is placed at the 

foot of the hill, Wheaton Md wood the citadel^ and the King's* pa Her 
father, as our conduftor told us, was prime-minifter to the Kin^, and made 
ufe of the royal authgrity, as vycll as his own, to bripg his daughter back 
irom Chrijiianity tbi dhe wof 0 >t|i of the GenitiU Ae\iics \ but all Jo vain, 
and fo (he fuflFered martyrdom on the account. Her alhes, it is laid, ftill 
remain depofited in the wall of the prifon, on which is a tablet of marble 
with an infeription in Chaldean clurafters, within a circle. The diameter of 
the circle is about a foot. The infeription was quite pcrfedl: till the time 
of Nadir Shah, who vifiting the tomb, and apprehending that money was- 
hidden there, ordered the wall to be pulled down, by which feme of the 
charafters were defaced. In the fcveral corners of the prifon we obferved 
other inferiptions in the fame characters ; they too are cut in marble, and 
relate to the father’s treatment of his daughter. Her figure is wretchedly 
executed in coarfe marble, with a crofs on her breaft* Several other croffes. 
arc alfo drawn and placed about the walls. 

We were afterwards conducted t® the church of the prefent Chriftians 
the face of it affords a ftrtking impreffion of its antiquity : it was built, ac- 
cording to the accounts given us, in the earlicft ages of Cbrijtianity : it is 
without painting, has two ailcs and a nave. The door of the altar was 
fliut, but we were told that within was contained the reprefentation of 
a crucified Jefus : on the right of the altar is the veftry *, to the left, the 
font for baptifm by immerfion : at the weft end of the church are books,, 
and among them the Old and New Teftament, with the church’s daily 
fcrvice, all in manuferipts of the Syriac and Chaldean characters. 

Mr. Boidge bought of one of the inhabitants,., the OldTeJlametttz% lie fup- 
pofed, for the feller called it an hiftory of the And one of the . 

Deacons fold me an old manufeript, wWch on the word of a Chrifiian he 
declared to be the Gcfpel; of the truth of thefe aflertions neither of us waa 
in the Icaft able to judge, we only intended them as curiofities for our learned 
friends in *. ■ r • 

The church ftands eaft and weft, and is about 400 yards from the faint’s- 

tomb. At feme little diftance to the fouthward of the town, are the ruins- 

♦ 

* A fpccimcn of the MS. purchafed by the author, having been fincc laid before Dodlor 
Morton and Mr. Ridley of the Royal Society, they both dccifively pronounced it to be the old- 
or fimplex Syriac verfion of the New T^ament. Aa extras hereof is in the annexed plate. 

o£ 



[ 3«o ] 

1758. of aconfidcrablfi church, dedicated to St. the ; in tlie church 

-v-^ which they now make ufe of, is a fmall crucifix, brought, fay the Papas, 
from ‘Jerufalem. 

This place, as well as Moful, and many others, fuffered extremely laft 
year through the fcarcity of provifions, but not to fo great a degree as 
Diarhekir. 

Monday We ftaid at this village till twelve at night, and then travelled W. b N. 
July 3. without any thing happening worthy of notice till half paft four, when we 

got upon arable land, which continued quite to the "Tygris. About a little 
after five, we pafled a village on our left, ftanding clofe to fome ruins, 
which are reputed to be thole of ancient Nineveh. Nigh the high road, is 
an old building held in great veneration by the ‘lurks and Jews, who verily 
believe it to be the tomb of the Prophet Jonah. 

Nit crofled part of the Tygris on horfe-back, and the other part by a 
bridge of 19 boats; a little higher up the river, are the decayed arches of 
an antient ftone bridge. The water of the Tyg7-is is very low here, and far 
from being rapid. A few days journey farther up, I was told it is much more 
fhallow, and continues to diminifli until it becomes very fmall, from whence 
probably its head cannot be far off. 

Mosul. hgjf flyg jn the morning, we entered Moful through the gateway 

facing the river ; then turned to the left, and rode quite through the ciry, 
encamping a little to the fouthward, without the walls. 


CHAP. 
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Occurrences at Moful. — Situation of ancient Nineveh. — Account of the San- 
jacks. — Journey from Moful to Efche-Moful, Nifibin, and Merdin ; with 
ohfervatioHS on thofe places, their productions, manufactures, &c. ££?r. 

O UR tents were pitched by the fide of the river, and very near to the 
ruins of a once handfome Chrijlian church, adorned with curious 
figured ftone architefture in front ; this was afterwards converted into a 
Mofque, and Nadir Shah raifed a battery upon its walls to play againft the 
city. 

While our Aga was vifiting at the palace, we difpatched the biflipp of 
Babylon'^ letter to Padre Lanza, and then repofed ourfelves on our cots. 
About nine in the morning, the Padre paid us a vifit, bade us welcome, ac- 
knowledged the receipt of his lordfliip’s letter, and aflured us of his readinefs 
to contribute all in his power, to our cafe and convenience. He told us, 
ihat he was obliged from duty as well as inclination, fo to do; not only in 
obedience to the bifhop’s requeft, but through gratitude for the many fa- 
vours which he and his brethren had received in this country, from Mr. 
Porter, the Englijh ambaffador at the Porte, Conful Drummond, and other 
gentlemen of our nation. He invited us to take up our abode at his houfe 
in the city ; we promifed to be with him fometimes in the day, but begged 
leave to fleep in our tents, becaufe of the fhortnefs of our time. 

The Caravans for Diarbekir and Aleppo, had but a few hours before our 
arrival, left the very fpot on which we pitched our tents they marched only 
,ui half hour’s journey, when they again encamped, and there tarry in order 
to difeharge the cuftoms due to the government on their mcrchandifes. 
priday next it is expeded they will proceed, with an efcort both of horfe 
and foot. 

In the evening we were vifited by Padre Francifeo another Carmelite, 
lately from Aleppo in the Bajha's train. He is the Bajha\ body phyfician, a 
poft of honour, which befides proteding him and his brethren, makes him 
fome confequence in the country, but produces very little pecuniary 
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profit. His houfe indeed is partljt fupplied with provifions by the Bajhai 
and now and then, thou^ very feldom, he gets a prefent of fifty Pidjlres: 
Hejfein, like the reft of the great men in 7 * urky^ being not only very cove- 
tous, but alfo is of opinion, that any perfon is amply rewarded by -having 
the honour of admittance into his prefence, without receiving any other 
emolument for his fervices. 

He is at prefent indifpofed, fo that our has not kifled his fleeve. His 
Kabier hath promifed us all proteftion ; and on his defiring to know 
our wants, and being told by the Aga that we defired only his charge 
to the Caravan- Ba/hi^ and commander of the troops which accompany the 
Caravan., to behave properly to us in our march, he alTured the Aga they 
fhould, and that with the greateft refpeft, on forfeiture of their heads. 

Moful* (which by an obfervation taken by us lies in 36* 30' north) is the 
beft built city ia Turky that I have yet feen, but ftill has nothing in it wor- 
thy the notice of an Evropean : its walls and baftions are pretty much out of 
repair, and have but a bad dry ditch around them ; yet Nadir Shah, although 
he bcficged the place near fix months, could not take it. The prefent Bajlm^ 
at that time commanded, and the city was full of brave inhabitants, who 
one and all refolved to die rather than give it up to the enemy. The latter 
allaulted the walls three feveral days fucceffively, but were as often re- 
pulfed \ the breaches they made in the day were repaired in the night ; an 
uncommon ardor poffefled the breafts of the befieged, even their women 
and children with the greateft chearfulnefs aflifted in the defence of the city. 
The Chrifiians (who amounted to 10 or 12000 within the walls) be- 
haved fo well, as to gain the efteem and admiration of the other inhabitants. 
Some of their churches being much damaged during the fiege, were after- 
wards repaired at the cxpence of the government. The reigning Bajha 
indeed leans towards the Chrifiians, his grandfather being one, and a prieft ; 
and he often calls them his relations. He is now 68 years of age, and very 
infirm. During the fiege, the ^urks declared publicly, that fhould the 
place be forced to furrender, they were determined to put all their wives 


• Moufuly. the capital of a fland.? on the weft bank, of the river Tygris^ in 

latitude 36 degrees. It is a large city lurrounded with ftone walls, and has many fair ftreets, 
but withal a great many lying wafte. Tavernier fpeaks of it a.s a ruined place, that there arc 
only two blind markets, and a forry caftle, and yet he fays it is much frequented by merchants, 
and that its Bajfa commands 3000 men. Here is a bridge of boats over the and die 

city is a thoroughfare from Perfia to Syria^ which makes it a place of trade, and which is more 
augmented by a conftant traffic from this place to Baghdad. The country on this ftde the river 
is fandy and barren, but over-againtt it is exceeding fruitful, and yields them very good cropa 
of corn and divers fruita. This town although fubjedt to the Turks^ and the feat of a Bajha^ ’ 
is moftly inhabited by Ntjiorian Chrifiians^ a people ^fays Raumiolf) who tkoagh pretend 
to be Chrifiians, arc worfe than Turks, for they pradife many villanies, and ordinarily rob. pa 
the highway. This place is commonly called ine fuccelTor of Nineveh ; it may indeed have been 
built out of its ruins, but the ftcuation is different, for thar city ftood on the other iide of the 
fiver in Jjj^ria*^ Moll’s Geography,, 
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and datightew to death firft, for that they fliould never fall into the vile »758* 
hands of the abhorred Per/tans, 

About 400 yards without the walls of the city, and for two thirds of its 
circuit, is the burial ground. There leems to i* but very little difference 
in the method of the turks interment and our own : the corpfc is carried (as 
1 had an opportunity of obferving) on a bier, attended by a prieft and the 
friends of the deceafed ; it is afterwards put into the ground, and a ftone or 
tOmb put over it, agreeable to his circumftances and profeflion. A ibklier’s 
tomb has always trophies and military implements placed upon it. 

The learned world has been much at a lofs to determine the fpot whereon 
flood antient Nineveh * j fome fay near Jonah’s tomb juft oppofite to Meful ; 
others, at another place fome hours journey up the river. Is it not 
probable that both thefe opinions may be right, and that antient Nineveh 
took in the whole of this ground ? Geographers deferibe it, as a place of 
prodigious magnitude and extent, of one hundred and fifty Stadia (or eigh- 
teen miles three quarters) in length, and ninety Stadia (or eleven miles and 
a quarter) in breadth. Its circumference was four hundred and eighty 
Stadia^ or fixty miles. Befides this account of heathen writers, the feripture 
exprefly tells us, that it was a city of three days journey; and in whatever 
manner we explain the expreflion, whether it would take up fo much time 
to walk round the walls, or to make a regular perambulation through every 
ftreet, it will at leaft fhew that it was a place of vaft extent. It feems there- 
fore probable, that all the cultivated lands which now lie between thefe 
two ruined places, were once contained within the limits of Ninevfih : what 
confirms me in this conjeflure, is, that much of this ground is now hilly, 
owing no doubt to the rubbilh of the antient buildings. There is one 
mount of 2 or 300 yards fquare, which ftands fome yards N. E. of Jonah’s 
tomb, whereon, it is likely, a fortification once ftood. It feems to have 

^ Antient Nineveh^ built by Nimst or by Nimrod^ and named in honour of Ninus his fon or 
nephew, Hood on the caft bank of the Tygrisf over againft where Moful now (lands. So en- 
larged by its kings, that it became bigger than Babylon, namely, 480 furlongs, or 60 miles in 
compafs : the wall 100 feet high, and 10 thick as to admit of three chariots to go on it abreaft, 
and adorned with 1150 towers of 200 feet high, which were fo ftrong as to be thought im- 
pregnable : neither had Athaas after three years fiege taken it, if the river by overflowing had 
not become its enemy, and broken down 20 furlongs of the wall, thereby fumlling an old pro- 
phecy, and giving the vidor entrance. 

To this city the Prof bit Jonah was Tent to denounce God’s judgment, but upon repent- 
ance, it was fpared. 

Dellroyed afterwards by AJlyages^ the tx^xh Median king from Arhaces, becaufe of it’s fre- 
quent rewlions : and luid U> low in time, that St. Cyril oi Alexandria^ in the middle of the 
fifth century, in his comments upon the Propbettixyt, the place where it flood was hardly to be 
difeerned : and at this time nothing of it appears except a heap of rubbifli a league in 
length. 

On a hill not far from Mou/ul, the people fhew the monument of Jonahs which is in great 
weaexationi amd has a mofque built over it.’* Moll’s Gtegrap/y. 
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ii 758- been made by nature, or perhaps by both nature and art, for fuch aUs 

In fo lame a city there are of fourfe n)any ; one near the palace- 

is thp Uigcu and moft modern : its top on the put fide, is ornamented with, 
green tiles. At the idbor of the lihfques are iifually infcriptions in gilt 
letters, declaring the awfiilnefs of the building, as being the houfe of God.' 
One of the Mofques hath' a Minaret yhxch. bends as thoie at Baghdad v fome 
of the moft bigOtted of the Turk's fay, Mahomet faluted it as he pafTcd, andl 
that the Minaret bent in. reverence to the Prophet. 

This city!s manufafturc is Mujfolen (a cotton cloth) which they make 
very ftfOng, and pretty fine, and fell for the European., as well as other mar- 
kets: agriculture and trade maintain the reft of the inhabitants. 

We can get no other fruit here than poor water-melons and' cucumbers:; 
The laft winter’s froft killed their trees. There is not one garden on either 
fide of the river, that produces any thing valuable. What little fruit the 
Bajha gets is lent him from Courdijlan,. whofe mountains to the N. E. of 
the city yet fhew their fnowy heads. The bread is good here, and we 
think not dear, it being about five farthings pound , but this may be 
a very high price for a. poor Tarlr; , Dreadful, and even incredible are the 
accounts we daily, hear, of the calamities of' the province of Diarhekir. The 
country, comparatively fpeaking, is now depopulated. The inhabitants, 
during the famine, ate dogs, . their own dead children,, and every other thing 
which mankind abhor at another fcafon. The bodies of the dead lay. in the 
ftreets for want of people, to bury them. This terrible news makes us wilh 
that we may be able, to avoid feeing the metropolis of that province ! the 
effefts of this dearth reached, and in fome meafure ftill continue in, and to 
the fouthward of 

The hire of a mule hence to Jleppo, is from 30 to 35 piaftres; laft: 
year it was no more than 12: this is one of the ill confequcnces of the late, 
dreadful famiue ; almoft every fpecies of the. brute creation having been 
killed for the fupport of man. This calamitous vifitatton is faid to have 
been entirely owing to a preceding hard winter, and to an innumerable 
army of locufts that deftroyed the. fruits , of. the earth. The inhabitants of 
Moful were fuppo fed, before the famine, to have been 300,000, but, fay, 
the fathers, fo many died or quitted the place during that time, that they 
now do not amount to near that number. They reckon here are about one 
thoufand Reman Chriftians, and four thoufand Nefiorianit , Jaeehines and. 
jliftfrow/rtf i in the villages around are many more. 

J^ly4. To-day we..were vifited by the cKxti Chrijlian of the city, whofe office is . 
that of Haram Bafliit chief officer of . the or femaJe apartments of 

7 the. 
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Hi« manners are grave* like the Turks, and his compliments of 1758. 
the fame ftamp. 

This morning, accompanied by our jfga and Padre Latiza, we went into July 5. 
the city, and ipent the day at the father’s houfe, very agreeably; I learned 
from Padre Francifco, who ads the phyfician, that the difeafcs common here, 
are ardent fevers,, and bloody fluxes in the fummer; intcrmittents in the 
wet weather and winter; and that bilious obflrudions, and tumid livers 
are frequent, as in India. 

The neighbouring mountains afford filver mines; and they would yield 
much quickfilver, had the Turks either fkill or inclination to work them to 
advantage : Lanza fays, that an Englijhman Ibme time ago got two or three 
bottles of it in his way home, and prefented it to the Bajha, as a fpecimen 
of what might be done in that way; but no farther attempts have been 
made in conlequence of the difeovery. In this country alfo are lead mines, 
wliich produce as much of that metal, as furnilhes them with bullets, and 
Ibme nccelfary utenfils. 

Thefe gentlemen gave us no pleafing account, either of the integrity 
or valour of the foldiers who guard the Caravans ; as that upon an attack, 
thefe very men are frequently the firft who abandon the charge and fly ; nor 
is it uncommon for the condudor to be in league with the chief of the 
robbers: upon my afking, whether fuch condud would not be puniflied 
with certain death by the Bajha, whofe own honour and intereft, as well as 
that of the Grand Seignior, were concerned ? I was anfwered with a Ihrug 
of the flioulders, and a hint that even this great man might poffibly receive 
Hujh-money from the leaders of thofe very Banditti : but the robbers them- 
ielves have no true courage, for they tell us of a large Caravan having 
been faved by the valour or a Angle European, who happened to be travell* 
ing with it, when the Sanjacks made an attack. 

I told Lanza of our adventures at Kircoote, particularly of our fcruple about 
entering the Mofque : he replied, that himfelf had been drawn into conver- 
fations on the fame fubjed; once in particular at a great Turk'% houfe, who 
was a man of fenfe, and a reader of the Prophets, and with whom were four 
or five oiher Turks. The mafler of the houfe took occafion, amidft an agree- 
able converfation, very gravely 10 aik the father, what was his opinion of their 
Prophet. On his aniwenng, that i.'i Mahomet, was not one of the prophets- 
whom his religion acknowledged, it was not for him to fpeak on the fubjed : 
the Turk with a lefs ferious air, replied, “- But come, my friend,” clapping 
his hand familiarly on his fhoulder, “ tell me what your books fay oi Ma- 
homet." Lanza to avoid an anfwer; but the queftion being repeated’- 
with* ftill more freedom and good humour, and with the ynoxa Mahomet,. 
inftead of Prophet — “And is it your real dcfirc,” faid Lanza, “ that 1 fhould- 
tell you what they declare ?” Yes, truly,” rejoined the Mujfulman, - “ Why 
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*75®* then, faid LanzA, they prove. that he was an Arah, fitch a one as thofc wIj* 
r ,n - * inhabit Arabia at prefent.” The whole company appeared thunder-llruck, 
for the jirabs are looked on by the '^rks, as exceedingly perfidious and 
wicked; the maftcr of the houfe was gravely Blent, while the others foftly 
converfed with one another. At length one of them uttered the follow- 
ing fentence : “ fVere there not foUtkal reafons which prevent the execution ef 
juftice at pefent^ for the blafphen^ you beeve .uttered^ Mr. Chrifiiem ! that head 
cf yours J^uld in a few minutes fly from its froulders." The Padre added to 
me, “ I feelc not occafions, but if thefe people will oblige me, I will foeak 
the truth without fearing what may, be the cGnlequences.” 1 coulcf not 
but applaud him as a man of courage, but advifed him not to let hb zeal 
get the better of his diferetion. He informed us, that at Aleppo and Con- 
fiantinople^ it is not permitted for Cbtijlians to enter their Mofquts\ but 
in this part of the country, it is not much objefted to on particular occa- 
Bons. ide is of opinion, the prieB: was trying ^o make a. convert of Mr. 
i^iget. 

J,«ly 6. 'Our Aga few 'Hoffein Bafha this morning, whofe difeourfe, relating to us 
and our journey, was much the fame as that of the Kahier, and fo were his 
promifes of fervice. As the Caravan waits the return of the fcouts, who 
are fent out to reconnoitre the country, the Bajha alked ow Aga^ if we chofe 
to travel poft, or with the Caravan? and being told the latter way, (hould 
it meet with his approbation; he faid it did, and that he would take care 
-to give proper inftructions to the chief conductor to infure our future cafe 
and fafety. 

We are to take with us from whence provifions of all kinds, except water, 
as we can get no fupply till we arrive at Nfibin ; and there, as far as I can 
-find, but a poor one. Our head mulatecr demands of us a camel to be 
hired in this place for carrying provifions, not only for ourfelves, but alfo 
for every one of our attendants. Great difputes this day arofc between us 
and him on this fubjeft ; by his pofitive aflertions, we have too much reafon 
to fufpeft that we were deceived by Cojee Raphael^ by whom (as before 
obferved at Baghdad) we were informed, 4:hat we had nothing to do in 
.refpeft to provifions for him, or his people. This is now pofitively denied, 
and we are threatened that they will proceed no farther, unlefs we continue 
conftantly to fupply them with every article of their diet, in the feme man- 
ner, (which to our furprize, we find) our Aga hath hitherto done, he not 
knowing or fo much as fufpefting that our contraft did not make it necef- 
,fary. They^« declares, that Cojee Raphael never hinted that the mulateers 
were on a different footing from the takht-revan men. 

We learned this evening, that a Caravan from Aleppo and Urfa^ is within 
n day’s journey of this city, and had met with little or no obftr6ftion 
.from the Sanjacks. It fern hither for an efcort, and part of the troo^is which 
are to convoy our Carofvan are gone for that purpofe. 
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The Sanjacks are a people who inhabit the mountains oppoGte to the 
Ceurdiftan or Perjtan mountains: they fubfift chiefly by plunder, and the v— - 

fcanty produce their own hilly country affords. The late Acbmet of 
Baghdad reduced their power ; he purfued them in perfon to their fubter- 
ranean retreats, fuffocated a great many, killed 7 or 800 who attempted to 
make their way out from the holes, and carried off fome hundreds of both 
fexes, and fold them for (laves. This ftroke put the country for a while 
into a more peaceable date, than it had enjoyed for many years, but of late 
their numbers feem to have increaled, and they arc again become very trou- 
blefomc. Our Caravan Bajhi alTured us that they have attacked Caravans of’ 

200 to 700 men, and fometimes carried all off : he himfelf, with 200 armed 
men, was fet upon laft year by 600 of the mountaineers*, but exert- 
ing himfelf to the utmod, he made a Ihift to fave about half the Cara- 
van. His fon who conduced another, being of lefs experience was taken 
prifoncr, and the whole merchandife fpoiled and carried off j he fays, that 
fometimes when the robbers difeover a dronger force than they chufe to 
encounter, they will parley, and profels friendHiip, and feem contented to 
receive a fmall prefent for their chief. They have fuffered much lately by- 
the famine, which probably has occafloned their being more daring. A 
few days ago, a party of twenty perfons, among whom was a Chriftian mer- 
chant with 6000 Sequins, was fet upon and overcome by a company of thefc 
robbers, and all they had taken from them. The Sanjacks are modly to 
be dreaded hereabouts, becaufc they always make their attack in great 
bodies ; but after the next dage, though they continue infeding the roads 
even to Nijibin, yet their drength IclTcns, and a well guarded Caravan hath * 
not fo much to apprehend from them. - 

T paffed the whole of this day with my fellow-travelWrs in the lenr,’ biit J«ly 7* 

felt the afternoon fo exceedingly hot as to throw me into a fever, and 
deprive me of all appetite. There were brought to us as very great rarities, 
a fmall plate of apricots, two or three tolerable mufk-melons, and fome 
young cucumbers. Neither the city nor neighbouring villages could furnifh 
us with wine, fpirits, orange-juice, or verjuice European lump and powder 
fugar is very dear and.fcarce here, but candy is more plenty, and rather 
reafonable. We have fecn but few buffaloes, oxen, or cows here, or at 
any other place fince we left Baghdad. The milk we have at any time 
been fupplied with, was of the goat or (heep. Storks are here in great 
plenty, and fo are locuds ; people are employed with broad flails to keep,- 
the lad away from the rifing plants. 

, In the evening Mr. Deidge in his little walk, cad his eye on a covtntry- 
houfe of the Bafia at a fmall didance from our tents, and this day the chief 
gardener gave us pofleffion of it. It dands pleafantly on the fide of the 
Tygris, oppofite the ruins of Jonah's tomb, in one of thcBaJha's gardens*, it 
has but two rooms *, the dimenfions of the larged are 40 feet by 20, with a 
vaulted roof, and arched front *, the top of the arch is 30 feet from the 
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ground. Through the room goes a waterduft from a rcfervoir at the 'bac'k 
of the building, to a fountain in the front; the works of the fountain are 
' out of repair, which is a very unlucky circumftance for us in this fultry fea- 
fon. This, as well as moft of the chief houfcs in the city are.ornamented with 
marble brought from a quarry in the neighbourhood. 

Padre Lanza vifited us laft night, when I propofed being at his houfe as 
to-day, but cannot think of giving up even for a moment the tranquility 
1 enjoy in this agreeable retreat. The ftreets too are fo fteep in many 
places, and badly paved, that there is great difficulty in riding through 
them ; in the evening alfo we are always followed by an army of boys, who 
are fcarcely .to be reftrained from throwing ftones at us. Our prcfent 
fituation is a .very agreeable one, being quite clofe to the river in the 
middle of a cucumber and melon garden, and having in view all the gar- 
dens and villas, with which the banks of the river arc ornamented ; befides 
that venerable piece of antiquity, called Jonah's tomb. We intended to 
have refided entirely in this houle, but having been told it would not be 
prudent to fleep in it at night, we then repair to our tent. Laft night our 
watchman difeovered, more than once, fufpicious perfons lurking around 
us -, and about one this morning, we were awakened by the difcliarge of a 
.firelock, and the moft vifible confufion amongft our people; owing to an 
attempt having been made by a pilferer, on the fervants arms as they lay 
on the ground in the tent: our guard fired powder only, and then grap- 
pled with the thief, but luckily ror him he made his efcape. 

Yefterday afternoon, the wind was high -, it blew from the fouthward of 
the weft, and brought with it a deal of heat and duft : as I kept under 
cover of the garden houfe, I did not feel it quite fo diftreffing as otherwife 
I ftiould have done, but even with that advantage, it was t.-uly trouble- 
fomc : I was very hot and reftlcfs, nor did I breathe fo freely as ufual. 
Mcflrs. Pye and Pigot, complained much as well as myfelf, and the latter 
very often ftiifted from one place to another in hope of finding relief. 
Our ’Turkijb fervants, and the people of the country inform us, that the 
wind was a real Samiel-, and they advife our European fervants not to think 
of buying for us any poultry or pigeons ; declaring, that neither of thefe 
can livelong even in the city, much lefs in the Defert over which we are to 
pafs ; and this afternoon an account was brought us, that out of eight fowls 
(our whole ,ftQck) fuc of them were dead. 

July 8. Our Aga waited on the Kahier this morning for intelligence, and before 
he left him, came in the commander of the troops who is to cfcort i,he 
Caravan : the Kahier took the opportunity to recommend us and our con- 
cerns, very warmly to him. T\\t Aga told this minifter, where, and in .what 
manner we pafled yefterday, and defired leave that while we remained here, 
we might be indulged with the free ufe of thtBaJha's garden and houfe, and 
Xhat we might be permitted to lodge in it : the Kahier replied, we were very 
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welcome to afc it as we pleafed, but that in confideration of the very many 1758 . 

Wrctctied, hilf-ftarved^ people who filled the country, he would not rccom- 

ihcfid oCir being there in Ae night time:, hot/knowihg what attempt might 

be made on us in fo lonely a place. Hdweyier, "MK I determined 

to rifle it } the reft of our fellow-travellers, as they fulrcr not fo much from 

the heat of the climate, chofe to tarry in the tent rather |han occafion 

the trouble of carrying our moveables backwards and forwards every 

morning and evening. Since we left Baghdad^ 1 have not eaten more 

than twice with any degree of appetite, and have for the laft three days, 

been entirely without one> 1 have lived Wholly on bread and milk, and 

very little ot the firft fuffices. 

We were to-day vifited by two confiderablc Chrifiian Diarhekir md’-* 
chants, who have goods in, and are thcmlclvcs going with, our Caravan: 
we faw them once before at Padre Lanza's houfe. The wind this morning 
was not fo high, nor fo hot as ycllerday ; but the afternoon was ftill more 
intemperate, being diltrefilngly fultry, and the air loaded with dull from 
tlie Defert. 

Horfe foldicrs vifit us in the garden every evening, who regale themfelves 
bn cucumbers, each eating fix or eight yery large ones without cither 
bread or fait: among them this day was a renegsde Frenchman, but he 
did not chufc to talk to us in French-, he eyed the books I had by me, 
but only fpoke to his comrades, and in tlie Lurkijh language. As bur 
Itock of wine was nearly expended, we were obliged (agreeable to our 
invariable naval pradice) to drink Saturday night in water only, from the 
bountiful 'Tygris, 

This day I palled alone in the garden houfe the heat has been fufferable, July 9. 

Padre Lanza had a complaint exhibited againlt him to the Bajha, by 
the Chaldean Fatriarch, (the head of the Nejtorians) for having enticed 
to the Roman communion a large party of Patriarch’s flock: tht Bajha, 
with whom Lanza has an intereft through Francifeo the phyfician, fent for 
Lanza, and as a friend advifed him to direct the loft jheep to return and 
kifs their jhtpherSs fteeve.” Thefe bickerings, thefts and difputcs, I have 
been told are frequent in this country, amongfi the many different Chriftian 
mibifters: 'Tanteene avim ceeleftihus ira. — —At five in the afternoon the kind 
padres came to bid us farewell, having heard pf the Caravan'% fetting out 
this night i they brought us aprefent of thme or four bottles of (pints, and 
fome preferves. We put ourielycs in feadinefs for marching, and in the 
cveni% threw ourfelvcs on our cots in our dpatl^s, expeding to have been 
called upon foon after midnight, but they |u^ered us to fleep till five in- 
•the morning. 

At fix o’clock we mounted, and with our attendant and baggage fet Monctsy. 
pflF from foon aftcrwatds we pafled "by fome marble quarries, July 10 ,* 
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1758. and at half paft nine, joined the great Caravan upon a riling ground, near 
a river called Bacuee. For the firft four miles to the northward of 
BaduceRiver. paffed over corn lands i the reft was a dcfcrt affording only Ihrubs 
and thiftles. Wc got fomc milk this morning from an village. 
The day was very fultry and fatiguing, although the wind was near 
north-weft. In the evening the troops appointed for our efcort came up 
to us, and at fun-fct all the tents amounting to near forty were ftruck, 
in order to our being in readinefs for marching at the word of command. 
Our Jga ftaid behind a little, to make our compliments, and to take his 
leave of the Kahier. He was again witnefs to a fccond warm recommen- 
dation, which that minifter delivered in our favour to the commander of 
the troops, as well as to the Caravan Bajhi, Our live ftock, which confifted. 
of five lambs, was through the forgetfulnefs of our feryants, left behind.. 
We were told however that we mail have an opportunity of purchafing 
more at old Moful to-morrow. All the country about is very hilly, and the 
Courdijtan mountains are not far from us. 

-July 11. At one this morning, notice was given by a loud voice, *'• To charged 
At two the camels had ceafed their melancholy groans (which they always 
utter when loading) and were all in motion, taking a courfe to the eaftward 
of the north fome little time ; but on the whole we travelled about N. W. 
ovct the fame kind of fterilc land as yefterday. About half paft four we 

faw twenty Antelopes near the foot of the hills. Half an hour after, we 

paffed a ruined village to the left. At five our horfe-guards went a-head 
between fome high hills of chalk and ftone. At the entrance of this pafs- 
on the left hand, is the ruin of a fmall fortrefs, and farther on we faw more 
ruins. This road was fo rugged for about half an hour’s journey, that we 
could not with any fort of fatisfaction keep in our Takbt Revans ; it 
brought us at fix o’clock to the banks of the Tigris, where were numbers 
of fliecp feeding, a few oxen, and fome calves. Here we made up our 

late bfs, buying of the Arabs five or fix Ihccp. Eagles and pigeons are 

here in great plenty •, Locujls alfo in abundance, with blue, purple, varie- 
gated wings, and which 1 obferved did not fly near fo high as the common 
Locujis. 

The Arab women were hard at work in pitching their tents. We took, 
poflTeflion of them for a while, at which they were much out of humour, 
but we at length appeafed them, by giving them good words and a little 
Eschi money. At feven wc raifed our own tents upon a fpot belonging to Efcbe 
Mojvl. Mofulf or old Moful-, which probably was part of the fpot on which ancierit 
Nineveh once ftood. Our Aga here made us a prefent of a young Antelope 
juft killed. - 

The heat to-day has been cxccflive. To Icflcn it as much as pofllble, 
I caufed one of the Takli Rtvans to be placed under a tent, and the top 
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of tht tent to be as well wetted with water, as the paint would admit of, 175^* 
and likewife the ground for feveral yards round, by which means I fuffered 
xatber lefs than I fbould otherwile have done. In the evening we took a 
walk about the ruins, which appeared to have been thofe of a confiderable 
city. I enquired of the 'Turks how long it had been deferted, but they 
could not tell, only believed it was before the time of Cbrifiianity : they 
are bad chronologers, fo no dependance is to be put upon their account. 

The houfes were built of (lone, and the (Ireets paved with the fame. 

At two in the morning, we fet off with our great Caravan^ which now 
confifts of nine hundred camels, principally laden with cofifee-lkins, Muffolm 
cloth, and gauls, 150 horfe-guards and 100 foot foldicrs, beftdes our own 
party,, and 120 armed merchants with their fervants. We were more than 
an hour getting through the (Ireets of the ruined city ; and in leaving it 
paired through what had been a gate-way, joining to a rampart or high 
wall. The land, for an hour after we left the ruins, was near level ; we then 
paired through a long (Irect of Arab tents, whofe inhabitants appeared to 
polTefs large flocks of (heep •, but before we reached them, we forded a piece 
of Handing water about two feet deep, and twenty yards over. Our courfe, 
through the old city, was N. b. Et-then wa travelled N. N. W. which brought 
us to hills and dales •, and a quarter before feven we relied, and pitched 
our tents upon a hill called Talmajh or Talmoufe\ having in fightathe Taluaih. 
Sanjack mountains on the left. Here is plenty of water, but not reckoned 
good, therefore called Ajefew, or Bitter Water. We tailed it, but could 
not elleem it very bad, and obferved many people drinking of it. About 
the hill on which we are now encamped, are the ruins of buildings ; we 
are told that formerly here was a town, but the inhabitants could not con^ 
tiune in it, on account of their troublefome neighbours the Sanjack*. 

We faw a great many birds like pigeons, but they have the cry of 
rooks. 

All my brother travellers have fallen off their appetites lately, and 
though not to fo great a degree as myfclf, feel much trouble from the heat 
of the day ; Mr. Pye complained much, Mr. Alms had a troublefome 
diarrhoea. Mr. Pigot_ looks very much fatigued, and we all have loft 
lome inches in waift flnee we left Baghdad: my kxveint Alexander has a bloody 
flux. I palled this day better than any one of our company, owing to the 
care I took in having my tent again wetted with water ; was able to cat 
a morfcl of ham, the firft meat 1 had tailed for a great while pad. 

The people of iht'Caravan, I here obferved, drefs their vifluals by a fire ' 
made of camel, horfe, or mule’s dung j fometimes the ground affords a dry 
Ihrub for that purpofe. 

At eleven in the flight *we decamped, and took our march over a 
tolerable plain country } our courfe for fomc time was N. then N. N. W. 
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and yet farther to the weft} upon the whole about N. W. It brought us, 
abput two in the morning; nearer to the Per/mn rhountains than we have 
been yet. We paffcd over fomc hills and vales, but in general a fmoothtj^^ 
road than of late, The land by nature very fertile, though it now'^roduces' 
only wild grafs, flowering fiirubs and thiftles, which are almoft all in the 
feed. At feven we encamped upon a rifing ground, having at its foot, a 
run of good water, with an innumerable quantity of birds of the kind I 
mentioned yefterday : this fpot is called Sefc^a. 

The iajhi here paid us a vtfit, and before he left , us whifpered 

Francifeo our fervant, that “ it was cttjiomary for f^entlmm like us to make 
him afrifent. The fervant gave him to underftand, he muft not expeft it, 
at leatt until we Ihould be on taking our leave of the Caravan. He fmoked 

his pipe, drank coflee with us, and parted. Every 7 urk we have yet had 

to deal with, (except Aly Aga, and the governor of HiUa) has been rather ^ 
indelicate in regard to money matters. Even their greateft Bajha's will be " 
fcandaloufly guilty of the loweft meannefles in this refpeft ; for which reafon 
we have always cautioufly avoided making vifits to them, or their minifters, 
knowing it cotild not be done but at a very confidcrable expcncc. 

Ovir Ago tdd us, that the Caravan Bajhi behaved very unpolitely, in not 
having waited upon us while we were in our tents beford Moful-, and 
therefore he defined, we would not think of making him any prefent without 
his advice. He told us alfo, that the Aga., general of the Ibldiers efcorting 
the Caravan.,, had begged of him to prevail upon us, particularly this night, 
to keep together, and as near to the ^akht Revans as poflible j as well 
on account of the danger we were in of an attack from the Sanjacks, as to 
jbevent our being infulted by any of his own troops, who might do it 
through miftakc and ignorance. He added, that he hoped they would not 
do it through wantonnefs. 

At nine in the evening we marched, went N, h. W. the firft four hours, 
then N. W. b. W. for two more, afterwards about W. and W. b. S. upon 
the whole a N. W. or N. W. b. W. courfe, over the fame kind of ibil, 
liTXUriant in grafs and feedy flowering fbrubs j all which are very thi<;k. and 
as high ns the horfe's middle. The Ceurdijlan mountains are in fight to the 
right, the Sanjaeh to the left*, diftant from each other fometimes 20 
and 50 mfles : the country between them a mixture of hills, dales and plains, 
moft of the latter covered with a deep rich mould. 

This night I obfcrved fcveral of thofe curious inlefts, which' fo abound 
in India, nnd arc by us called Fire-fiies'. they arc not quite fo long as the 
SpaniJIj fly, are of a brown colour, and carry under thiir belies a luminous 
bag which is opened and fhut by two ablivc lips : by this, (their own light) 
^ey are guided in the evening and night, when like the owl they are always 
bufy. In the Eajl Indies I very onen Ikw the air almoft ful of ihele 
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little flying hitninaries i die trees, in which they l^dge, have a pretty and 1758. 

agreeable appearance ; 'The few infefts 'wliiGh appeared to-night, are the » — < 

firft Iliave fecn out of fndia, ||ere are plenty of partridges v lye fprung 

the did’ opes, and 6ur 'oaitlc ifrp^ tr^ dV dieiT yoiing'and e^s. About July 14. 

five in "the mptriing' ^ y^;^^^ with furpnzing fwift- 

neft. At feycri wegpt tp a' ftpatl Hin of w^ter from the Perfian mopntains, 

and encamped on a hill clpld |?y the ftceam called JDmrr-idtf/fe. 

The firft part of the laft night was agreeably temperate, the middle 
C09I. Tliis inprning was fharp and a little hazy, and what is a rare thing 
to us, the air was a little damp*. Wc all breakfafted with tolerable good 
appetites. Yefterday and to-day, wp obferved on the fides of the rivulets 
fome green fedge, the only verdure in fight. About the water to-day, 
we had many larks, and likeiyife vaft multitudes of thofe birds which 
refemble pigeons, but croak like rooks. Mr. Alms brought in a graf- 
- hopper (if it niay be ranked in that clafs of infers) which ineafured f rom 
head to tail five inches, its horn four, circumference of the belly three ; it 
had fi}t legs, three on each fide ; two little claws on each fide of its mouth, 
no wings, and feemed, though very llrong, very inaftive. Its head and 
joints had a refcmblance of the craw-fifti. Yefterday were brought us half 
a dozen land-crabs of the fize of a common fmall fea-crab. Out of the 
little river near us, we got a difli of mullets and dace, of which I eat a few, 
but either tjiey, or the flierbet I drank after them, made of the j«iice 
of green grapes, ditagreed with me. Mr. Doidge has the rheumatifm 
in the flioulders j Meflleurs Pye and Pigot look thin and harrafled : I 
bore this day’s heat pretty well in the Pakbt Revan under the tent, and 
eat my bread and cheefe with more fatisfaftion than for a good while 
paft. 

In our Caravan we now 'obferved fotne hundreds of men, women, and 
phildrcn, who are really very miferable objeds ; moft of them have hardly 
wherewithal to cover thir nakednefs ; it is piercing to hear the cry of the in- 
fants at their mothers back ; and thofe of four and five years of age are 
forced to walk with the Caravd^, fending forth the moft piteous lamenta- 
tions, until overcome with fatigue, they either fall down on the ground, or 
are taken up into tire lap. Or behind feme compaffionate rider. In- 
fUnccs of this fort of charity, are frequent among the Turks. Thcl'e 
poor people are returning to their abandoned houfcs, whicfi they were 
obliged to leave on account of the famine. This evening came into our 
campj from a village at the foot of the Courdijlan mpuntains, twelve Gourds 
well mpupted, not meanly drefted, and armed with lances and piftols ; they, 
in appearance, live in peace with the government, and pay theie cero 
•monial vifits to Caravans., to give information of the fta'.e of the road ; or 
rather with a view of getting a prefent : they received ten Hookers of coffee, 
equal to 25 pounds, from the Caravan- Bajhi, They fay, a body of the 
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lygS. Sanjacks were a few days ago hereabouts, and bent their courfe4;o thefouth* 
.—y-mmj ward, the very road we have pailed. 

About half paft eleven at nigbt, agreeable to euftom, orders wcre'givoi 
aloud, throughout the camp, “ ?V ^rge.” This, and every dther com- 
mand, relative to our motions and reft, is from the Cardvan-Bajhi. A thief 
being detefted, was ftripped, bound, and fcvcrcly flogged ; they talk of 
hanging him to-morrow, and the Caravan-Bafl)Ps power, though fo mean 
July I j. and infignificant a perlbn, during the journey is abfolute. At twelve at 

nigbt we fet off, and travelled the greateft part- of the night over a very fine 
plain, lying between the call and weftern mountains. The foil here is re- 
markably good, and capable of producing great crops of grain and fruit, 
were it but in the hands of induftrious perfons to cultivate and im- 
prove it. 

There was a time when a fpirit of induftiy prevailed among the inhabi- 
tants of this country, and when the improvement of agriculture was one of 
the main things that engaged their care and attention. Even their greatefl: 
princes did not think it an employment any way beneath them, to look into 
■every thing that related to hufbandry •, and for that purpoie, caufed an exadt 
account to be given them how every province and canton was cultivated, 
that they might know whether each country brought forth fuch fruits as it 
was capable of producing. They defeended fo far into thofe particulars, 
as to inform themfelves -whether the private gardens of their fubjedls were 
well kept, and yielded plenty of fruit : they rewarded the fuperintendants 
and overfeers, whofe provinces or cantons were the beft cultivated, aiid pu- 
jnilhed .the lazinefs and negligence of thofe idle perfons, who did not labour 
and improve their grounds *. 

5uch is the account given us bf hiftorians of the ancient inhabitants of 
thefc provinces. But alas ! how is the face of things now changed ! for 
in all that part of Chaldea, Babylonia, Mefopotamia, and AJfyria, which we 
have pafled over, no other care feems to be taken of the land, but that it 
lhall be capable of producing fuch a quantity of corn, as barely to fatisfy 
the wants of the inhabitants for the enfuing year. So that Ihould 
any extraordinary inclemency of the feafon, or their common enc fflv th; 
Locuft chance to prevail, a dreadful famine mull inevitably be the con- 
fcquence, as was fadly experienced by the whole country round Diarbekir 
the laft year. 

It was plcafant travelling to-night by the moon, and afterwards by the 
ftars. The air, except its being more or lels filled with dull, occafioned 
by the march of the Caravan, was ferene and agreeable. Not a cloud hath. 


• Xenoph, Oecoa. p. 827--830. 
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lh«« been in the fley by day or night for a long time. Welcome, be- 
yond expreflion, would be a plentiful ihower of rain I At fix we faw the 
were to reit upon, o&Ued Gerazat being a rifing ground on the 
other fide of a rivulet of good. water>. which. taJtcs its rife in the Perjlan 
mountains. 

To the left, Juft before yott reach the ftream, is a fmall mount, contain-- 
ing the tomb of Geraza^ an ancient fage. Some ruins alfo are obfervnble 
in a plain near to it lying between the Courdiftan and Satijack mountains. 

I took notice here of eight or ten mounts (in fhape like thofe of Kir coo te 
and JrveU). which appeared to be artificial ; they were placed at about a 
mile diliance from each other, probably they, have been places of defence, 
or boundaries of a kingdom. By this day’s obfervation, we found wc were 
in the latitude of 37* b' north.. 

It was near feven before we pitched our tents; this work was delayed Geraisa, 
by the obftinacy, or rather infolence of our Takht Revan-gee, who behaved 
fo very ill to the Aga, that he was obliged to ftrike him. This was fo 
much refented by him, that he put his hand to the dagger in his fafli, 
and menaced the Aga. This officer was very grave upon it, and threatened 
to leave us, if we did not turn him away. We gave him up to the Aga 
to do what he pleafed with him ; not caring to give the leaft umbrage to 
a man, who during our whole journey, had Ihcwn himfelf fo extremely 

careful of us and our concerns. 1 was aflured, that were our 1 ’akht 

Revan-gee within the reach of Solyman Bafiia, he certainly would be put to 
death for his infolent behaviour to his Aga. This laft ftage we tra* 
veiled a weft courfe. In the evening wc allowed ourlelves a botde of 
Madeira to the remembrance of our friends.. 

A quarter before twelve, we ftruck our tents, and immediately went on; J“ly 
advancing all night over one of the fined plains in the world; at leaft what 
nature intended Ihould have been fuch, the foil being rich, and of the moft 
luxuriant kind. Wc every now and then obferved mounts, fuch as thofe wc 
met with yefterday. Our courfe upon the whole of this ftage was W. Ns 
At fix o’clock, we difeoyered the Minaret of i.Msfque in Niftbin. Several 
little rivers ran through the plain near to this place, coming from the high 
hills to the eaft. As we drew nearer, we were raviflied with the fight of 
verdure, and ploughed lands, at a little diftance from us. The green we 
afterwards found to be a feed plant, which the poorer people make into 
bread; they call the feed Natchile, which is the fame as what: with us 
is called Indian corn, There was a plough at work, drawn by two yoked* 
oxen, followed by a man who guided it ; the fhare was cafed with iron, the 
&il was a fine deep cich mould, but neither the man nor bcafts feemed to la* 
hour much. 

i', Al'. 
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At feven ih the mbming, we gbc to Nijihk*. It looked pwtty w ii 
diftane^, beii^ feared on a eonddefibk eminencie, it the foot- of whi^ iruni 
a t^ver fonueHy called the >wkh a ftoRe>bndge eleven trohea 

built over St. /uft by the rivep, -at the foot of the hill or TiSHs <fbr the 
town is feated upon two) begin the ruins of a once more dourifhing pkce« 
which reach quite up to the prefent town. From every part of this place, 
the tnoft delightful profpedts would aopfcar, were but the foil properly cul- 
tivated and planted \ but feffcead xa thofe extcnfive woods of ^it-creca* 
which Ratmeif fpeaks of as growing bear the place in bis turtc, wfc could 
not difeover above thirty or forty ftraggling ones of any kiod j and kiftead 
of that great extent of arable laftd^ on which he dwells fo much, a very 
inConfiderable number of acres arc how temaimng. 

This is one of the many towns which fo feverely fuffered by the late fa- 
mine. It loft almoft all its inhabitants, cither by death or defertion. Of 
thofe who left it, and furtived, fome begin to return. The ftreets pre- 
fented us with many wretches, miferably poor, and more than hakf-ftarved ; 
they now greedily devour the lind of cucumbers, and every other refufc of 
food thrown out into the highway. We purchafed at this place, bread, 
ftiilk, cucumbers, and pretty good mutton. The firft article, according to 
our Icrvalilt Pnmdfco's information, (who was here about Iburrecn years 
ago) has rifen in price near four thoufand cent > at that time, forty 
cakes were fold for one ^e price of a Tingle one at prefent. 

The town itfelf is defpicable, the ftreets extremely narrow, and the 
boufes, even thofe which are of ftonc, arc mean. ‘Onr Ags fecured us a good 
room in one of the Kauns. The late Muffekm Or governor of Nifiiin is 
now in irons, by order of Solymarty Btipa tii Bn^hdai, for not having taken 
proper care in efcorting a meflenger from Stamboul to Baghdad, who in con- 
fequence df the governoi’s negltft, was rifled by the Sonjacks. 

It was agreed between us to difpatch a letter from this plsrc to Mr. 
Drummond, our conful 9 X Aleppo. Accordingly Mr. Deidge wrote otici aitd 
fcftt it by a fpccial mefienger, who upon delivering it in feven days is «> 
be paid 14 piaftres j but if he fails one day only, he is then to ^ havg b qt 

Vijitis, n6w Ri/thin, s midland town 3; miles from the fygris tOWairds C^arhr, (or 
HarrimJ was herktofore a ver 7 'confrderaWe chy tailed from- the twer lS^' 

tioitiMs wkfeh rans through it : under the Rm«as it was the ca^rital of wtU 

^efeuded -by itt bith(^ m CeaJ}»nHus'$ iitke againR the but taken -by tbea-auorwnsdt 

in the time of .JWiVfl/i. In its prefent ftate, it is the feat of n 7«r^//^d<nf^;uo(,,tiandsah two 
ftnatlnilh, ana bi'fkes a handfome view at a dillanct, but thotieh 'a pretty llt^e town, ‘htrs 
hut » ferry appearimee, when you «ome into'it, helMgpialfelly^li. Tte -tand-iftoiit -ft is 
very feuiifei awd WkilcuItimeA, the bnAneft tifthe place bemg altogether estioelinres which 
the good foil renders very profitable to them. Their orchards and corn-fields, tibeCMlfy the 
former, affording great profit from the pomegranates, figs, cubebs, &c. which they ‘fead to 
foreign parts; and fo numerous are their fruit-trees, that you would cake them for woods of 
Wihj ones.” Rauwoif. 

5 
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fiv«. He truvcls on foot, and goes through the territories, which *75^* 

}$ a much flioiter way than that we fliadl take. This ftcp of fending a 
letter by eapref^ we judged a probable means of fecuring us an early paf- 
iage in fome ihip from &cmdaropn to. England. 

The Tahkt-revan-gee was this morning imprifoned by the governor 
for his infolent behaviour to the j 4 ga yefterday, but was releafed again 
before night; the Jga contented himfelf with barely convincing him of 
the power he liad over him.-^A rare inftance of clemency in a Turkifti 
officer. 


While in the Kaun I ordered our interpreter Frandfeo to enter into a con-* 
verfation with a poor Tari, relative to the late famine; and the account he 
gave of it was dreadful even in rctrofpeftion. This poor creature in his 
turn aiked many quedions rcljpefting the probability of fuch an event 
Jiappening in our country : He appeared furprized to hear, that a famine 
had not been known for more than a century^ or hardly heard of by us ; 
and was in the utmod amazement to find, that by the laws of England 
a poor man could not darve, fo long as there were* any rich to provide 
him with food and raiment. This point, relating to the poors laws, fo 
ftruck the T nrk^ that with clinched hands, and eyes fixed towards heaven, 
he for awhile feemed employed in ejaculatory prayer: at lad, he gravely, 
but with confidence replied, i“ Tbebappinefi of this world is yours : Our' iu 
“ a future fate," 

The great Caravan will day here three or four days, in order to pay 
the duties due to government. Twelve of the principal inhabitants came 
from Geraza yederday, and after continuing with the Caravan a (hort 
time, went back^^again. Thcfe were officers of the cudopis, to prevent 
fmuggling. ■' 


This morning an drorefs arrived, which confirmed an account we re- 
ceived yederday from iome poor women who were in the rear of the Ca- 
ravan ; that “ early the Sunday morning, being fome miles behind, they faw 
about ^eoo armed mea both horfe and foot, from the country, who 

pn coming up demanded of them a faithful account, whether the Caravan 
.was before or behind ? on being told before, they were greatly enraged, 
^nd rode off.” As we bad often met with alarms of this kind, which 
turned out to be nothing more than bugbears, at fird we gave no manner of 
credit to if. The .exprefs was fent by an Arab Sheick^ on good terms with 
the government, who advifed, that the Sanjacks dilappointed at the efcape 
pi the Caravan, had turned their fury on him, alledging that their unfuc- 
ccfsful expedition had been owing to the falfe information which he had given 
them: the Sbeick prayed the government to fend him immediate help for the 
recovery of his flock, and 300 cavalry are this moment let off for that pur- 
pofe. 

X X I learned 
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I karncd laft night, that at the foot of one of the Couritjian mountains, 
were ftill a few gardens in fome fort of order, particularly one which is 
called an hermitage, and belonged onct to ^Chrijiian Patriarch-, the houfc is 
in ruins, but fome of the trees remain. Upon hearing this, I ordered a per- 
fon to be fent to the fpot ■, but he returned with only a plate of walnuts, and 
they not quite ripe, 

Saturday night laft, about eleven o’clock, I was taken with a fmall ftiiver- 
ing and yawning, which foon went oft' ; but the next evening about feven 
o’clock I found a tightnefs on the abdomen, with fome bilious twitchings 
about the duds of the gall bladder : all my joints fo ached that I was not 
able to ftand, or walk, but with pain and difficulty. I laid myfelf down in 
hopes of fleep, and found that pofture the moft agreeable ; but the per- 
plexity from the Mufehetos (which arc now again become troublefome) and 
from a flie, which though lo fmall as fcarcely to be perceived, yet leaves 
a fting behind not much lefs painful than that of the Mufeheto, added to 
the fatigue of my complaint, made the night pSfs very uncomfortably- 
This morning 1 was in fome meafure relieved by a difeharge of bile ■, and 
in the evening took*an Ipecacuana vomit, which was of great fervice. 

As I could not on this account accompany my brethren about the town 
and its ruins, I muft therefore infert here fome notes made by the other 
gentlemen, in our common journal. “ Here is a building that has fome- 
“ what of the appearance of a caftle, but we faw no guns mounted on it. 
“ There is alfo a .ftone Mofque with a Minaret ; and a little way to the 
“ eaftward of the town, is an old Chrifiian church, which muft once have 
“ been a very large and noble building by the remains : two capitals of 
“ pillars, which fupported an handfome arch, are to be feen above ground, 
“ and a fmall part of the arch is ftill remaining i but the pillars are buried 
“ under the ruins. About loo yards from the church are five large co- 
“ lumns of the Corinthian order, the greateft part of which are alfo buried 

thefe they tell you were once part of the building, and it is not 
“ improbable but in the time of the Romans it might have been a 
“ temple.” 

At half paft eight in the evening, we left Nifibin and the great Caravan-,. 
taking with us twenty foot foldiers two companies of cavalry joined us 
likewife, who are going to Merdin. At ten we pafled a ruin on the right, 
called Strka Kaun, and at five in the morning, another to the left. The 
country hath the lame face as what we lately paffed. Near Nijibin we 
paired fcvcral runs of water. 

This night, a falfc alarm was given to our little Caravan pf robbers 
being in fight, which pat us all on our guard; but there feemed to be, no- 
foundation for it, it was rather a piece of plealantry by-our foldiers. 

7 A little 



[ 339 ] 

A little bcfcwe day 4 ight, .the mountain . which A/(Ti/r«'ftands, was Ihewn 175S. 
to fuchof our jparty as were not in tl>e- 3 «/fe&/ RfvanSi and at the morning 'i — ^ 
dawn the buildings appeared. The city looked large, and of difficult ac- 
cels, diftant from us about five miles. At fix we put up at a very forry 
village called Arin^ having travelled near nine hours, aDout a W. b, N. Arik. 
courfe. 

' In this village we faw a thoufand marks of poverty, defoilation, and dif- 
trefs. At the very entrance of it, two human fkeletons almoft entire, pre- 
fented themfelves to our view j the bodies mull either have been thrown, 
or perhaps dropt down dead here during the famine, and the flelh devoured 
by the beafts of the field, or the birds of the air. • Two other villages are 
iq %ht : one lies N. N. W. four or five miles-, the other weft fix miles. 

This laft \% taWftd Cojafur. — A fine plain for many miles is in fight,* 
pretty well cultivated, and this year has given to it a tolerable crop of 
corn. 

Our Aga took no reft after this ftage, but rode on to Merdin to folicit- 
the governor for a guard to efcort us to Urfa. He returned in the even- 
ing, with Francifeo, whom we had fent to Pere Eugene with a letter 
from our friend the biffiop of Babylon, and another from Mr. Garden. The 
former brought back the compliments of the governor, with many alTurances 
of veneration and efteem. • Our fervant delivered us three letters in French 
from Pere. Eugene, the purport of which, and a meflage that attended them, 
was, “ That he had waited upon the governor, who was very ready 
to grant us forty or fifty foldiersj the whole that he could fpare \ but 
that he was very diffident, whether fo fmall.a number was fufficient to enfure 
our I'afcty, as he had certain information that four tribes of Arabs having 
heard of our coming this way, and that we were very richly laden, were 
lying in wait on purpofe to intercept us. He therefore advifed us by all 
means either to wait for the coming up of the great Caravan from Moful, 
or to fet out for Diarbekir this very night, as by much the fafeft road -, and 
as we carried with us a letter of recommendation to the Bajha of this laft 
place, who was going for Aleppo next Friday, he ftrongly recommended 
us tz p-L ourfclves under his protedion.” * Such were the principal contents 

of 

• The following is a copy of the father’s third letter. 

“Monsieur, 

“ Le.goyerneuT repond que volontier il donnera quarente oa cinqoante foldats, mats qu’il 
“ lie repond pas dcs inconveniens qui peovent arriver en chemin ; que fi vous voulez attendre 
“ la Carti'vane ou prendre )e chemin de Diarbtkir il ferpit plus fure et vous fairoit condthre 
“ -if Diarbekir fans crainte, de la vous partez par Orfa, d’Or/a il jfJef. Voyez Monfr. a quoi 
“ vous . vous determines. Je conte qu’il fercit plus fur de vous porter ^Mardin et noua 
“ detetminerons le tout. 

P. EUGENE.” 


X X t 


F, S. 
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of father Eugtnii thfee iett^n* from whence we platnly Jjerdcived the laiieA 
ffty of our going at laft by t>iarbikir^ which place we had always refolded 
to avoid. 


I was infornned here, that a linen and iiik tnanufaftory is carried on at 
Merdin. Merditti and that the inhabitants make and fell great quantities of turbuis, 
and many other parts of drefs. The foil about the place is vtxy rich, and 
yields good wheat, part of winch is ferit to other miU'kecs. We got frOm 
the city pretty good beef, breads Oiilk, a little butter, a few fowls, feme 
grapc'juice, apples, cherries, and piunhbs i thefe are now infeaifon: The 
esivirons abound in gardens of gOod fruit, though perhaps lefs now than 
formerly. It is remarkable that from Hilla to Baghdad^ ahd from Baghdad 
to Merdin^ not fix trees are to be fecn, but what are in private gardens, or 
qn the tops of high mountains. Both Merdin and ’Nifiiitty although in the 
Bajhalic of Mefitl, are under the jurifdidion of the ^ft>a of Baghdadi and 
their refpeftive governors are appointed by him. On four neighbouring 
mounts, the ruins of as many Chrijlian monafteries are ftill vifible. The 
caftlc at Merdih was built by Cbrijliatis : The famous ‘Tamerlane befreged 
it feven years before he took it, nor would it then have furrendered, had 
not the befieged been in want of provifions. We are told, excellent water 
is to be had here. Merdin, by an obfervation taken by Mr. Alms, lies in 
37* 1 8' north latitude. 

Alexander M-lntoft) all the laft night, though better of his flux, was very 
ill with a fever, thirft, pain in his bowels, difficulty in making water, 
and bloody ftbols. He was bled twice yefterday, fomented, and had 
nitrous powders, He had not carefully obferved that regimen which 
was recommended to him, but. indeed a very irregular kind of life we 
all are forced to lead at prefent. Our appetites are gone, though the air 
(particularly while we are under cover) is not fo violently hot as wc have 


?, S. “ Nous avons parle avec le gouverneur, il m’a repondu, que volontkr il donera 
tous Ics foldats que vous defirez : mais qu'il vous confeille dc prendre Ic chemin de Diar^ 
•* hekir qui eft le plus fur : que vous avez Ic Bujurdi pour le Pacha de Diarbekir^ qui part pour 
AUp vendredi prochain: que d’ici, 51 vous donnera tous Ics foldats necefl aircs p our ccla 
jufdjue dc Mo/ol, — Monfr. notre governeor apres avoir foup6 cnfemble, du ac "Voua 
eenre, de vous prier, et vous exhorter de partir ce foir pour Diarhekir^ qu'il n*y a point 
dc voie plus fur, et comme il doit repondre de vos perfonnes, il vous faitdes nouvcllcs in- 
ftantes. Attendu que vendredi prochain \t Pacha partcr dc />/arWjtr pour on 
** il eft Pacha, De coeur 

Voire Devoiic Scrviteui, 

P. l^UGENE. 


The verbal me/Hige was conveyed in tbefe worda. , 

^ The governoi’s anxiety for your departing immediatelyi is owing to oeitain intelligence 
which he has juft received, that four tribes of Arabs are lying in wait pnrpoiely to if|itercepf 
** you \ they having rfccived an infoination dut you and your party are nchly laden.” 

bcfoce 
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before fsMlhd it. The laft night was cloudy, with thunder, lightning, and * 758 . 
rain : TT* effefts of the laft, were unfpeak^ly comfortable to us. v— 

We long earneftly for the fight of our countrynaeo at AteppOi where we 
hope to find good wine, and well-dreiled food, and to recover our loft 
appetites.— -Poor Mr. Pigot declares, that were he to be made emperor of 
all the countries we have palTed through, with the addition of both the 
Indies as a reward, he would not for fo valuable a confideration undettake 
this journey a fecood time. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VI. 


Occurrences on the road from Merdin to Diarbckir, ^'ith a defcripticn of that 
city. — Account of the famine there. — fVelearue Diarbekir, end join the Baflia 
Abdallah, Face of the country 'w,e travel over. — Aecount of fome Arabs and 
their flocks. The Baiba’s deportment to us. — We arrive at Bir; Defeription 
of that city. — Ohfervations in cur journey from that place to Sajuera and 
Aleppo. 


A bout half paft fix in the evening we left Arin^ and travelled towards 
Merdin. In two hours we got near the foot of the mountain on 
which that city ftands *, and palled by another dead human body lying in the 
road, very much torn cither by wild beafts, or the fowls of heaven. The 
cartilages were quite frclh, and part of the ragged covering ftill remained. 
On the left hand leading up to the mount of Merdin^ are the remains of 
a fmall town. We left Merdin on our right, and from eight to ten we were 
afeending the Courdijlan hills, over fome parts of which we had great diffi- 
culty to get our Fakht Revans, the roads being narrow and rocky. 

From Arin to the mountain of Merdin, we marched five miles a N. N. W. 
courfe i for the next two hours a N. cafterly one, over a very mountainous 
]uly 20. country; and from twelve at night to four in the morning, we travelled 
a courfe from N. W. to N. E, changing very often two, three, or jour 
points of the compafs. At four we refted in a pleafant n eadow covered 
with trefoil, by the fide of a beautiful rivulet, and continued there fome 
hours. The frelh recruit of fpirits we received on breathing the cool air 
of the mountains, and our joy in palling through a country covered every 
where with fo beautiful a verdure, can only be conceived by thofe few 
Europeans, who, like us, have travelled over this fultry part of the world in 
the hotteft feafon of the year. 

At eight o’clock we renewed our march through a molt delightful country 
’oi pleafant bulky hills well-cultivated, and verdant dales interfedled with many 

a run- 
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a running ftream : corn, graft, trefoil, wild flowers, and fwcet fmelling 
Ihrubs, grow here in the greateft plenty. Our ears were continually falutcd 
with the cooing of the dove, the melody of the lark, and other finging birds, 
to which the hawthorn, the poplar, and the willow afforded fhelter. But 
all thefe natural beauties were greatly enhanced to us by the freflineft of 
the air, and the almoft conftant breezes which prevailed here. Thefe were 
fo extremely grateful and refrelhing, that at the joyful inftant, we could not 
help looking upon them as a full and fufEcient recompence for all our paft 
labour and fatigue. The command of this pleafant diftrid is lodged in a 
S/jeick-Sakm, who is a Courd, 

At twelve at noon we refted in a valley by the fide of another running 
ftream, not far from a village. Here we got fonie milk, but heard a very 
difagreeable piece of news by a traveller from Diarbekir ■, “ that the Bajh<t 
was already fet out for Alefpo ; and that fince his departure, the road be- 
tween us and Diarbekir had been infefted by a company of banditti confift- 
ing of 5 or 600 men, who committed all kinds of outrages, extorting 
whatever they wanted from the feveral villages, and plundering every paf- 
fenger that came in their way.” Our Aga had heard this fome hours 
before, but did not think proper to acquaint us with it till fix o’clock 
in the evening, when he came with Francifeo to our tent, and with a moft 
forrowful countenance "unbofomed the difagreeable intelligence. He added, 
however, that he was not without hopes the whole of the account might 
be falfe j that he had difpatched a perfon to a narrow pafs before us, in 
order to get farther information, and who, he trufted would return with a 
good account ; but if not, we ftiould then be obliged to ftrike out of the 
road towards our left, and take up our abode in a village in the moun- 
tains, until fuch time as he could procure a proper guard to conduift us 
in fafety to Diarbekir. This news alarmed us all to a great degree, and 
threw a damp over thofe flattering, hopes which we had lately entertained 
of being in ten or twelve days blcfled with the fight and converfation of 
our countrymen at Aleppo. To keep up our fpirits therefore as well as 
we could under fuch alarming circumftances, we allowed ourfelves a glafs 
or two of Madeira wine, though our whole ftock was now reduced to ten 
bottles' of this, and four of claret. 

About nine, the Aga's melTenger returned, and brought advice, that there 
lyere fame armed men upon the road, but he could not learn they had 
committed any violence, otberwife than by exafting provifions for their own 
ufc, frona the feveral towns and villages i and that in all probability 
they were troops belonging to the Bttjha\ army, fent by lum to collect 
• the duties due to government. This intelligence raifed once more our 
drooping fpirits, and we determined to proceed : bur to avoid an ambuC- 
cade, we rcfolvcd- to continue where we were ’till two or three the next 
morning. 


About 
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About eight this evening, we <lifcovCTcd the moon rifin^ over the hills, 
alrooft totally eclipfed, being only illuminated in the lower hmb, in appear- 
ance about the twentieth part of it& diameter. In half an hour after, it 
•was quite dear. We afleed the turks^ what tliis appearance meant? they 
anfwered, “ Some portentous event 1 ” 

At the hour agreed upon, we fet off, and foon met a company of travellers 
with loaded mules and afles going to Merdin ; among them was a Chocarda 
with a fervant or two from Biarbekir. As we did not underftand the coun- 
try-language, we kept on, leaving the Turks and Frandfeo behind to pick 
up intelligence. In a few minutes, the late affrighted, half-dead Frandfeo^ 
reanimated- by the account which had been given him, came galloping after 
us, calling aloud, “ Courage mejjieursi pdtU de craintel ks toutes font de 
menfenges ! It chemin eft net ! Courage gentlemen ! there’s no fear! ’tis all a 
lye! the road is clear!” From whence we eafily underflood, intelligence 
had been given him of no robbers being on the road, and that no kind 
of danger was to be apprehended j which upon his coming up, he confirmed, 
as foon at leaftas his cxtacy of joy would permit him. We continued there- 
fore to travel over the mountains, taking a north courfe ’till feven in 
the morning, when we met with a fingle Turk on horfeback, who informed 
us, that in going on in the road to Diarbekir, as we were, he had difeovered 
at fome dillance to the right, a great body of Arab horfemen, confitling of 
about 700, who were lying in wait for travellers, and that to prevent their 
feeing him he had ftruck away to the left of the road. 

Upon receiving this frefh piece of difagrecable intelligence, we thought 
proper alfb to quit the main road, wheeling towards the left j our Aga at 
the lame tinte putting fpurs to his horfe, and riding off to the right, by 
way of reconnoitring, leaving the whole conduA of our little troop to the 
diferetion of Mr. Pye\ whom, for his expert behaviour on this occalion, we 
afterwards dubbed with the honourable title of Caftatn. Central. We could 
not but difapprove of our Aga\ behaviour, which though well intended, 
feemed in our opinion rather calculated for making a difeovery of us to the 
enemy. 

In half an hour’s time, under the guidance of our new general, we got to 
the foot of a village, which we found deferted by the inhabitants through 
fear of xht Arabs: as we were riding hcedlefly on towards a cultivatod 
fpot of ground, the occupier of it with great emotion waved his hand to 
us, to avoid his plantation ; we, fuppofing that every thing had reference 
to our prefent danger, concluded he meant the enemy were to our left, 
and that we Ibould again return to the right. Still however we kept on 
through the corn, ’till wc got up very near to the farmer j when our old 
nofty Frandfeo afkcd him, ** What news ?'* The Turk or Courd, enraged at 
the damage done to his crop, put his hand to his fword, and in the moft 
violent paflion replied, “ The news he had for him, was, that he would 
3 immediate^ 
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immediately cut bh bead." — This threat was the finithing ftroke to the 1758. 
j 30 or old man’s fpirits j he trembled, tried to make an apology, but eould v 
hot uttet a word. We faw the confuilon he was in, but not underftanding 
the country-language, were for a little while at a lofs to gupfs what could be 
the occafion of it. The 'Turkijh fanner, whole anger we loon found means 
to appeafe, confirmed to us the account we had received of the Jrab horfc 
being to the right of us j but as by keeping to the left of the road we 
had the good fortune to fee nothing of them, we concluded, that they had 
retired towards the river (on whole banks there is lome cover) to avoid the 
heat of the day. When the affair was over, I told Francifeo, that I had 
rcafon to think him a very honeft man, but was perfuaded he was a bad 
foldicr; he readily alTentcd to the truth, heartily wifhing himfelf and all 
of us fafe in Aleppo: he moreover declared, that this was the moft perilous 
journey he had ever made with European gentlemen, and that it fliould be 
the laft. 

We continued on our way for Diariekir: before we got to that city, 
we crofled an arm of the Tygris, an% afterwards the 'Tygris' itfelf twice. 

The firft time, we did it by a ftone-bridge of five arches, the laft, by 
another bridge of ten. It was about nine in the morning when we firft 
faw from the high mountains the city of Diariekir.^ then diftant from 
us about fourteen miles. We continued from that time to leave the 
heights, and travelling north, we reached the village of Hallipoi about half 
a mile from Diarbekir, at two in the afternoon, after a march of near 13 Diarbekir 
hours, and the greateft part of it in the heat of the day. We put up at 
a good houfe belonging to a relation of Ofman, a very civil young Furky 
and our fellow-traveller from Baghdad. 

Our M'lntofl} (now in a fair way of recovery) having for.fomc 

time paft had poffcffion of one of the 1 'akht Revans, our relieis in the 
other were but feldom. The wind indeed being cooler now than what we 
had experienced ten days ago, we did not fuffer fo much from the heat as 
we otherwife Ihould have done : however, my fpirits were quite exhaufted, 
and I wanted feme other meat and drink befidcs bifeuit and water. In the 
latter part of this day’s journey, I rode in the Takht Revan three hours -, one 
hour was in my own proper turn, one in Mr. Doidge's, and the other in 
Mr. Alms\ who bearing the fatigue better than myfelf, were fo obliging 
as to infift upon my doing it. 

In the evening, compliments were lent to us out of the city from the 
Muffolem and treafurer. The firft will have the command here, as foon 
as Abdallah Bajha Iball fet out for Aleppo, who fortunately for us is not gone, 
and will depart on Monday next. His tents are all pitched without the city, 
and make a gay appewance : that which is intended for his own perfon, we 
diftinguilhed by the gilded ball. 

Yy 


This 



This morning omv jtga went into the city, and delivered a letter to the 
Kahier •, leaving another for the Bafiia. The Kabier enquired civilly after 
our healths, hoped we were not greatly fatigued, offered his beft fervices, 
&c., and affured the ylga that he ftiould look upon us as part of his own 
family in the journey to Aleppo. He defired his compliments, and recom- 
mended it to him to wait on Abdallah Bajha in the evening. Mr. Bye and 
I were half poifoned to-day by drinking too freely of a bowl of wine and 
water, into which through miftake, we put Alum inftead of fugar. We 
were both fo much affected by it, as to be obliged to take a vomit, which 
greatly relieved us. 

In the evening, Abdallah Bajha fent for our AgUt and after the common 
compliments had paffed between them, in relpeft to us, he alkcd how we 
propofed to travel ? whether in his train, or feparately ? adding, if we chofe 
the latter, that he would fpeak to the Mujfolem to give orders for fomc 
troops to efcort us. On being told, that we came this way on purpofe to 
accompany him, he replied, “ that we fhould be of the family of 
his chief ChHJiian officers j” among whom we find, are his treafurer, cham- 
berlain, and fome others. He carried his complaifance fo far, as to 
a(k whether we had tents, mules, &c. fit for the journey, faying, if we 
had not, he woulil himfelf give orders that we ffiould be fupplied with 
them. 

The French miflionaries fent, us a little brandy, and fome country- 
made wine ; and were fo obliging as to fet their ftill to work, to make us 
a few bottles more of the firft. — We find a little brandy in milk, the beft 
cordial, and the moft wholefome food we can get. — This evening we re- 
membered our families and friends in a bowl of it. We put into the hands 
of a French father (who came this evening to invite us to take up our 
habitation with him and his brethren) a letter of credit which we received 
from Cojee Raphael at Baghdad for 5000 piaftres, on our draughts 
upon Aleppo or Conjlantinopk. It was drawn by Cuttal Aga on Hajfcn Ef- 
fendi in this city. The father was very hearty in his affurances of giving 
us all the affiftance in his power ; and the behaviour of individuals in a 
war between two nations, becoming a principal part of our converfation, 
the good father expreffed himfelf much after this manner : “ Thaf we were 
“ all naturally brethren, and though kings and rulers made war, yet the 
“ obligations between man and man were by no means diffolvcd by it: 
“ that it was our duty to pray God to give peace to all hjs people, and 
“ when the obligations we owed the public did not render it impoffibk:, 
“ that good offices and brotherly kindnefs ffiould prevail between the in- 
“ dividuals of each nation even in the midft of war; and how much more 
“ ought this fpirit of benevolence to be cheriffied by us, when by fo 
“ extraordinary a chance, Europeans and id\o'H-ChriJlians met in fo diftant 
“ a part of AJia r\ 
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Two oihtr French fathers came this morning, to pay us their compli- *755* 
ments •, whofe converfation and offers of fervice correiponded with thofe we V-p — 
had received yefterday. They likewife fixed in our minds the unfavourable ■*“ ^ 
idea we had before conceived of the T urkijh government, by confirming the 
account given us at MofuU of their grcatelt Bajhas afting fometimes in con- 
cert with the chief of the robbers. The great body which we fo narrowly 
efcaped laft Friday j the fathers affure us, encamped but a little while ago 
between this city and the Courdijtan mountains, and continued there fcveral 
days without interruption ; nay, fent meffages into the city to the Bajha, and 
received from him provifions of many kinds. Their chief being indif- 
pofed, defircd that a phyfician might be fent out to him, which requeft 
was immediately complied with. The fathers add, that all this indul- 
gence could not be flicwn them without their making ibme kind of com- 
penfation. Upon my alking whether the Bajha^ confidering the late cala- 
mitous fituation of his people, was able to make head againft them ; they 
replied, “ Yes,” and (hook their heads. We were told by thefe gentlemen, 
that the French (hip of war the Foudroyant., and another of inferior force, 
had been taken in the Mediterranean, and carried into an Englijh port. 

At nine o’clock, accounts were brought us, that our faithful fervant 
Francifeo was carried to prifon and loaded with irons, for bad behaviour 
to a Turk. — Our Jga polled thither in his behalf. At eleven o’clock 
three or four T urks of fome rank in the city, viiited us. The Syrian 
Papa, or Jacohine Patriarch, we find refide.s in Diarbckir • ; he is an aged 
man, of very good life and converfation, and the chief inftrument of what- 
ever good is done by the Turks hereabouts, who in fpite of their religi- 
ous prejudices, cannot but revere the virtue he poffclTcs. — Such was the 
charafter given him by the fathers. 

Francifeo returned to us in the evening, and faid it was a falfe report that 
he was loaded with irons •, he confefles indeed that he was confined in pri- 
fon for refufing to pay the duty due to government on a country Chrijiian’% 
arrival ; but on our uiga's applying to the Mujolem, and letting him know, 
that he was one of our fervants, he was immediately fet at liberty.-.— The 
old man upon the whole feems to have been lefs terrified with the T urkijh 
prifon, than he was with the farmer’s fword. This evening alfo the father 
returned to us, whom we had entrufted with our letter of credit, or 
rather draught as we underftood it to be on Hajfen Efendi : he brought 
his mattrefs, with the defign of tarrying all night with us, forefeeing he 

• Monsieur 7 ournef or In his travels, fays, that there are Patriarchs in the domi- 

nions of the King of Perjiuy and the Grand Seignior. He of ltchmiad%in, who has borne th<J 
r^tne of Catholicos a great while, is the chief of them all. This Patriarch is clothed as plainly 
as the other priefts ; he lives very frugally, and has but a few domellics, yet he is the molt 
confiderable prelate in the world, in regard to the authority he has over his nation, which 
tremble at the leaft threat of excommunication from him. They fay, there are fourfeore thou- 
fand villages which own him. Tour^efort, W. iii. ^age 240, 24 1. 
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1758. filould not be able to return in proper time to re-enter the gates of the 

— "t*—^ city. He made an apology for his being abfenc fo long from us, but 
affured us, that this delay had been entirely owing to the difappointment 
he had met with, and the diftrefs of mind he was in upon our account. 
He in fhort told us, that Hajfen Effendi could not fupply us with any 
money. 

We were exceedingly chagrined, as well as difplcafed at this piece of in- 
telligence, and talked of complaining to the Bajha. The good father re- 
plied, “ I have already threatned the Effendi, but he has convinced me, that 
fuch a procedure will not be attended with any good confequence ; fincc the 
blame cannot with any kind of jufticc be laid upon him, but rather on Cojee- 
Raphael your pretended friend at Baghdad, whofc letter exprefles no more thau 
this : “ Sir, Five EngUfij gentlemen coming your way, if they Ihould 
“ want money, and you can fupply them, or can prevail on any of your 
“ friends to do it, their bills drawn on their countrymen at Stamboiil, or 

Aleppo, to the amount of 5000 piaftres, will be fafe and you therein wilf 
,** oblige 

Yours, &c. 

CuTTAL Aca.” 

“ Now, gentlemen, (added the father) the EffenM fays, and I believe him,, 
that he cannot fupply you with calh himfelf, neither does he know of any 
other perfon in Diarbekir that can, to fuch a ftatc of poverty arc the inhabi- 
tants in general reduced •, and he moreover defired me to aflure you that he 
has no effefts of the letter-w'riter in his hands.” 

A ftroke fo fudden and unexpefted as this was, ftruck us with con.- 
fternation little lefs than defpair ; we Hood looking upon one another unable to 
make the leaft reply. As we had not among us all above ten piaftres left, 
there appeared to be no other refource, but difpofing of our watches, 
buckles, and whatever other trinkets we could mufter. The kind father 
however did not permit us to continue long in this painful ftate ; but told 
us, that he and his brethren had been all over the city, endeavouring to 
raife a friend to fupport us in our prefent exigencies, and at laft had in fome 
meafurc fucceeded. At the fame time he called upon a perfon whom he 
had brought with him, to draw nearer to us. “ This good man, fays the 
miffionary (pointing to his companion) has given us his word, that he will 
immediately advance you 200 piaftres, which will be enough for the prefent, 
and he will from time to time on the road to Aleppo, fupply you with whatever 
calh you fhall ftand in need of. He is a country Chrijlian, and goes with 
the Bajba” The great degree of joy which this acceptable piece of ne,ws 
gave us, the reader may more cafily conceive, than I exprefs. Tha 
Chrijlian laid down the 200 piaftres, and confirmed the promife he had 
made to the fathers, relative to our future wants. So that to the good 
3 offices 
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cfficM of thcfe worthy men, we owe our not being reduced to the very ex- 
tremity of ditlrefsi and to the deceit of ourfalfe friend all 

that we might otherwife have fuffered . — Mlxtajh is now on the recovery. 
Benjamin Jenkins, the night before laft had a fever ; and for fome days 
paft Mr. Doidge's rheumadi'm in the ihoulder has been fo troublefome, that 
it obliged him to put the arm into a fling. Mr. Pigot is not well, and looks 
greatly fatigued. Meflieurs Pye, Alms^ and lelf, arc pretty well, but have 
not yet recovered our loft appetites. 

Diarhekir is a large and well-fortified city, defended by baftions and tur- 
rets * after the Turkijh manner. It has about twelve Mcfiues with Minarets, 
The former, we are told, were originally Chriftian churches. The houfc$> 
for the moft part, are built of a grey moor-ftonc. The city, about two 
years ago was very populous, its inhabiunts amountbg to four hundred 
thoufand fouls ; but in the laft year, three hundred thoufand died, cither by 
cold or famine. The Chrijlians refidir^ in the city before this calamity, 
were reckoned to amount to 26,000, of whom 20,000 died. This account 
•we had from one of the French milTionaries, a Capuchin, who alfo faid, that 
before the famine, the city contained 60,000 fighting men, but that now 
they arc not able to mufter 10,000. He aflures us, that the houfes and 
ftreets, nay the very Mefques were filled with dead, that every part of the 
city exhibited a dreadful image of death, and that the furviving inhabi- 
tants not only greedily devoured all kinds of beafts, brutes, and reptiles, 
but alfo were ob^liged to feed on human bodies. Yet, in the midft of this 
feene of horror, the Grandees of the city had every thing in plenty ; for 
they had taken care to monopolize vaft quantities of corn, which they fold 
out to the other inhabitants at moft extravagant prices, and thereby acquired 
for themfclves immenfe fortunes. Corn rofe from two piaftres a mcafure 
to 50, 60, and even 70 in the fpace of fix months. The father added, that 
the very fevere winter of 1756, and the Locujts in 1757, were the caulcs 
of this dreadful vifitation : for by reafon of the former, there were but few 
acres of land fown with corn ; and by the latter, the fmall crop they had, 
was in a great meafure deftroyed. He fpoke of the feverity of that winter 
in terms almoft incredible that it was common to fee the people fall down 
dead in the ftreets ; that he himfelf once on quitting a warm room, and 
going into the open air, fell down motionlefs, and that his brother in attempt- 
ing to aflift him, met with the fame fate. 

This account of the effefls of cold in the city of Diarhekir (which, ac- 
cording to an obfervaiion taken by Mr. Alms, lies only in 38° 22' north) 
fcems at firft very furprizing •, but confidering that the place ftands on a 

• Our common journal fays, “ near 60 towers, and 16 with Hone and one 

'with a large Dome ; there are no guns mounted on the walls. To the call is an high hill which 
quite overlooks the city, and commands it. The other three fides are open to a fine large 
plain, part of which bath this year been fown with corn.” 

rifing 
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rifing ground in the midft of an extenfive plain, and that the high Courdijlan 
naoun tains lie to the fouth and call of it, and the Armenim or Turcomanian 
to the north, whofe heads are always covered with fnow, and even now in 
July fupply the city with ice } it will not appear at all improbable, that in 
a very ievcrc winter, fuch as was that in 1756, the inhabitants of this city 
fliould fo feverely feel the cffeds of it. Befides, fuel muft have been ex- 
tremely fcarce, efpecially among the poorer fort, as nothing of this kind is 
produced but upon the mountains, and thefc lie at fuch a diftance, that the 
price of it muft thereby be greatly enhanced. 

This city has a good appearance j it is pleafantly fituated, the Tygris run- 
ning but at a fmall diftance from it. The bridge of ten arches is faid to 
have been built by the order of Alexander the Great. In the environs are 
many pleafant Villas with gardens, and rivulets running by them. I'here 
are allb vineyards, of whofe fruits the Chrijlians make wine and fpirits. 
There is at this time a good deal of arable land round the place, but 
not a thoufandth part of what there might be, the foil being naturally 
very rich. 

This day, early in the morning, the Bajha with his retinue fct olF from 
July 24. Diarbekir. We could not immediately follow him, being obliged to wait 
for provilions for the Aga and his fervants, for our beafts and horfes, and 
feveral neceflaries for ourfelves; fo that it was paft two in the afternoon 
before we began to march. In the mean time we wrote a letter to the 
hofpitable fathers, thanking them in the moft grateful terms for the re- 
peated afts of friendlhip they had conferred upon us, and defiring the fa- 
vour of their names, that we might not be ignorant of the perfons to 
whom we were fo much obliged. We foon had the fatisfadlion to receive 
an anfwer in french, of which the following is a tranflation. 

“Gentlemen, Diarbekir, July, 1758. 

“ I have received the honour of your letter, in which you thank us 
“ for the good offices which we have done you. We cfteem them very 
“ trifling for perfons of your diftinguifhed merit. We fhould have been 
“ happy had it been in our power to have rendered you fervices of more 
“ confcquence •, but we hope you will take the will for the deed. *In re- 
“ fpe< 5 l to our names, we are called. Father Jofeph Marie of Cambray, Fa- 
“ tner Ives of Douay, Father Peter Francis of T ourain. Father Oener of Mau- 
“ beuge, and Brother Alexander of Orleans. We are at prefent five here, 

“ but two of us muft foon go into Perfia, and we do not know on whom 
“ the lot may fall. — We wifh you an happy journey, and are with all 
“ poffible refpeft, 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ Your moft humble, 

“ and obedient fervants, 

“ Father Joseph Masie, 

" of Cambray, Capuchin, &c. &c.’’ 
s, On 
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On finding that one of thefe reverend fathers bore my own name, I was 1758. 

not a little vexed that we had not given ourfelvcs the trouble to make the 
enquiry fooner. As he was the firft ftranger of the name of Ives I had 
ever met with, and as in conjuiiftion with his brother miffionaries, he had 
rendered me the moft obliging offices, probably I Ihould have been 
fond of believing that I had difcovered a fimilitude of features in the 
face of Father Ives, with thofe of my own family, and have made myfelf 
happy in thinking that a confanguinity of but a few intervening genera- 
tions fubfiftcd between us. Perhaps I might even have carried my 
reverie fo far as to have concluded, that this relation of mine had been 
placed here by the particular defignation of providence on purpofe 
for my relief. But as the above recited letter did not arrive till we 
were juft fetting off, it never was in my power perfonally to know 
this name-fake of mine, or his fervices, more than thofe of the other 
fathers. 

At leaving Hiarhekir^ we were favoured with the fight of two fair 
and pretty women, whofe curiofity led them to take a look at us, and who 
from fome motive or other, which it was impoflible for us to afeertain, were 
fo obliging as to uncover, and give us a full view of their faces. We took 
our leave of them, of HalUpoi, and Diarbekiry and travelled for fix hours 
over a rocky and defert country, abounding with thiftles and wild arti- 
chokes ; our courfe upon the whole being from W. S. W. to W. N. W. 
differing two or three points. At eight we joined the Bafia, and continued 
on the fame fpot of ground where he was, without any covering, till four July 25-. 
o’clock the next morning. We found the air both (harp and damp. 

We then, in company with the Bajha and his little army, renewed 
our march over rocky hills and dales. Our courfe was N. W. b W, 

W. S. W. S. W. and W. till about eleven o’clock, when we pitched 
our tents in a little valley near a running ftream of water. Here we 
tarried the whole day, and received a complaifant meffage from the 
Kahier, with a prefent of a good (lieep, which to people in our cir- 
cumftances could not fail of being very acceptable : it was fent by a 
fervant with a Chocarda attending him. We returned our thanks by our 
Jl^a. 

This day, for the firft time fince we left England, we faw a wild goldfinch, 
which fettled upon a thiftle clofe to our tent the light of this little; agree- 
able fongfter gave us exquifite pleafure, owing to tire fingle confideration 
that birds of this kind are inhabitants of Great Btilain. This thought, 
fet before our heated imaginations all thofe gilded fcencs of delight, that 
,we fuppofed were only to be found in that happy region i and which with 
wilhes bordering upon enthufiafm we were now prayir.r; to enjoy. We 
panted for our Mother Country, that Natale Solum fo pathetically defcribtd 
by the poets, and fo fenfibly felt by every human breaft after a long and 

painful 
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painful reparation*. We could hot help looking upon this tuneful gold- 
finch, iis a fellow citi7)en who had kindly flown thus far to bid us welcome, 
to raife our drooping Ipirits, and fignify to us that we were drawing nearer 
to our native country, that land of liberty after which we had fo long and 
fo paffionatcly fighed. 

July 26. At twelve at night we decamped, and travelled till one in the afternoon 
over a very rocky, hilly country, that yielded little befides thiftles, arti- 
chokes, and I'omc wild flowers, jwticularly the Angle white and red holy- 
hock. From ten in the morning till one in the afternoon, the heat of 
the fun was exceflive, and fatiguing to the laft degree. At eleven we pafTed 
Iiicisjv. on our right the village Inceju, but it is fo large that it may more 
properly be ftilcd a town. It hi.& vno Mofques, with crick minarets. Near 
this place I obferved with great pain a vaft number of fick, weak, and 
lame objcdls. Mr. Pye, with difficulty efcaped from being forced to adt 
the phyfician and furgeon. Many of the poor wretches applied to him with 
great earneftnel's, and would fcarce be fatisficd with his plea of ignorance.. 
At one we encamped in a pleafant valley, near a good ftream of water. 

This day we met feveral travellers going to Dierbekir . — A party, whom 
I took to be the governor and chief people of Incejfu, came out to compli- 
ment the Bajha: this great man, we believe loitered near the village, in order 
that prefents might be made him, as he did not encamp till near four. 

July 27. At half paft four this morning, we decamped, and went weft, and W. 

by S. for four hours and an half. Then we pitched our tents by a run 
01 water, having before crerfled two rivulets. The road to-day was rather 
rough, though much finoothcr than we found it yefterday. It afforded the 
fame kind of plants as were before noticed. 

The Baftia's Haram^ or female part of his train, confifts of three 
^akht Revans, and five covered cages j all of them are ornamented ac- 
cording to the rank of bis wives and their attendants, and clofely covered 
with fcarlct and other coloured cloths : They do not encamp till two 
or three hours after us. The Haram, and its body-guard, precede the 
Bajha about half an hour’s march. This great officer always enters the 
encampment with colours flying, and mufic playing, which is made up 

* Nefcio qua Natale Solum diilcedine captos 

Ducic, & immemores non finit elTe fui. Ovid. Epift. ex PontOi lib. i. 

£n uoquam patrios longo pod tempoie fines 
Paopens & tuguri congeAum cefpite culmen, 

Foft aliquot, mea regna videos, mirabor ariflas ? 

VxRG. £cl. u 

' — 6, ubi campi, 

Spercheoique, U virginibus bacchata Laca:ni8 
Taygeta : 6, qui me gelidU in vallibus Haemi 
JSiAat, & ingenti ramorum protegat umbra ! 

Vi a G » Georgic. lib. ii. 

of 
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of kettlc-dfums« trumpets, hautboys, and fifes«— 'He ia of the hi^hell rank, 1754. 
and to exprcTs his dignity has three horfe-taUs carried in his train i one of 
which is always with the van-guard. 

Being in want of meat, and having but little money in our pockets, we 
were obliged to fend to the Kahier for another Ihecp, which he readily 
ordered from the Bajha’s (laughter-tent. Our Jga founded the Kahier about 
our quitting the Bajha’% train, and making the beft of our way to Aleppo. 

He would not confent to our taking this ftep at prefent, as robbers in fmall 
companies now infeft the roads j but gave us hopes however of being per- 
mitted to leave the Bajha two days hence, taking with us a few troops for 

our guard. To-day Francifco borrowed ten fequins for us: We could 

not forbear uttering a thoufand bad wiihes on the head of Cejee Raphael^ 
for having fo grofsly deceived us in the article of money, which above 
all others is the moft important in this country. He was to have fup- 
plied us with as much as we pleafed, by order and on the account of Mr. 

Shaw, to whom we brought unlimited letters of credit from our friends 
Meflrs. Hough and Spencer at Bomhe^ •» but for reafons beft known to 
himfcif, though he accepted of the credit, and often declared that we fliould 
have every thing from him that we could poflibly need, yet was fo cru- 
elly treacherous as to fend us off almoft pennylefs, advancing only 500 
piaftres, affuring us at the fame time that 300 would be quite enough. But 
what fees the deceitfulnefs of this man in a ftronger light, is, that in 
a converfation which he had with our Aga on the mbjeft, bcft>rc we left 
Baghdad, he e^prefsly told him, that it was neceffary we Ihould carry with 
us looo or 1200 piaftres; which fum, by woful experience, we now find 
is the kaft we ought to have had. It is therefore manifeft, that he knowing^ 
deceived us, and thereby totally cancelled all the obligations wc owed him 
for his other fcrvices. 

We fet out this morning at half paft two o’clock, and travelled fevcu July 2S. 
hours on a good road over a fertile country, or what at Icaft might be 
made fo, if properly cultivated. In our whole way from Hiarhekir, we 
have had on our right, to the northward, the Turcomanian mountains. 

This morning wc joined a nation of moving Arabs, with their families and 
numerous flocks : the latter were made up of the fineft flieep, and moft 
hairy goats I ever beheld. We ufed a thoufand entreaties to prevail on the 
owners of them to fell one of each fort, but could not fucceed. The 
tails of the fheep were furprizingly large and unwieldy ; they could not 
weigh lefs than from 20 to 40 pounds each, and were made up of very 
fine fat. A few years ago 1 faw fome flteep with very large tails in Bar- 
hary, but never any of equal fizc with thefe, whole weight was fuch, that 
the poor creatures could not run ; they only walked, or rather waddled ; 
and their very heads inclined backwards, probably owing to their enor- 
mous tails. The hc-goats belonging to this Arab flock, had horns as 

Z z long 
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long as a deer’s, and in form not much unlike them. Their hair too w®- 
very long, and yet a little curling, reaching from their fides almofl: down 
to the ground, like a fine. Bowing robe *. One of thefe, which was^ 
likewife adorned with an unufual length of beard, went at the head of the 
flock of Ihecp, and carried a bell about its neck. Thefe Jrah were juft 
come out of the Armenian mountains, and for the fake of better pafturage, 
were moving towards the banks of the Euphrates. 

Meniserah. About eight o’clock we left on our right the ruins of a village callecf 
Meniferah, which is fchc laft in the provinceof Diarbekir. About two miles 
to the fouthward of thefe ruins, there is another village of the fame name 
which is inhabited, but this laft is in the diftrift of Urfa f; fo that after 
we had palTcd by the ruins we immediately entered into Urfa's Bajhalic. 

This 



• This feems to be the goat fpoken of by Mbnfr. Tournefort in his journey to Pocat 
and Jngora. “ They breed (lays he) the finell goats in the world in the champaign of /fngora. 
They are of a dazzling white; and their hair, which is fine as filk, naturally curled in locks 
of eight or nine inches long, is worked up into the fineft ftulfs, efpecially camlet. The thread 
made of this goat’s hair is fold from fouir livres to twoUe or fifteen livres the Q^ue ; there is 
fome fold even for twenty or five- and -twenty crowns the Ogut ; bat this is only made up into 
camlet for the ufe of the Gf'anJ SeignioPs Seraglio'* Tournefort, vol. iii, p. 301. 

t Vrfa^ Orfdi or Ourfa % antient Bde£hy in the latitude of 36*^, about 60 miles 

call from the or Euphrates 9 at the<head of the river Sdrtas, in a fruitful well cultivated, and* 
pleafant champain : a city fo confiderable, as by fome to be accounted the chief of. the pro- 
vince. 

Orfat fays Rauwl/t with its caflle,. is fituated very pleafantly on a hill ; the town is pretty 
hrge, and well provided with fortifications. The inhabitants deal in tapeftry of divers forts, 
whereof fome are made here. There isaifo a very good factory of trade from AUppo^ Damaf-^ 
(usf and Conflantinopley for Caramet, which is five days journey from it, and thence fold into 
Perjta, India, ^c . — A plentiful well near the town is called. Jhraham^^i, and (hewn to ftrangers> 
as that to which Rebecca wetxi to water her flock, (Genefis, chap. 24.) and upon that belief 
it is held ift great honour. 

Ourfa\i the capital of furrounded with walls of free-ftone, and provided with • 

battlements and towers, fcated in a good foil, producing wioe, and afibrds pleafant gardens,, 
which arc watered by channels brought by art. The houfes in the town are fmall, ill built,, 
and fo ruinous, that in fome places, it looks more like a ilcferr, than a metropolis*. 

The city is governed by a Bisfiai wha has under him one hundred and fifty JaniJfaries^, 
and fix hundred Spahis. Great quantities of the red l‘urkijh leather ate dreiled . here, the- 
water of this place giving it a particular beauty, Tavernier. 

un ^ ^ ^ ^ m m ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Edejfa was fo ancient a place, that in IJtdoreh time, Nimrod was named as its founder,. 
Under the it was the capital of OJirohene, which was the northern part of Mefopo^- 

Sarnia; fubjeft to its own prince in our. Saviour -s time,. to whom he is faid to have writtcai 
a letter declaring faith in him, and defiring his prefence to core him of a difeafe. « 

It was the fee of an archbifhop,. and in the holy war fubjeft to the Chrifiians^ with the* 
country aropd it. By the Greeks f this city was named CalUroe, from the fair founUins. By 
the Latins, it was fomeiimes called JuJIhwpolir, from the emfcxor JuJIin whore-edified it. By. 
tho 4 rahians it is Called Rifoa-^od 'Otral/uoi* 

Dr>. 
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This capital city is diftant from hcncc fire hours journey, lying S. W. * 758 - 
of us. ‘■n— 

At half pafi nine in the morning, we encamped in the molt pleafant vale 
we had met with on this fide Diarbekir, (haded by willow and poplar trees, 
interfeded with runs of water, and covered with graft and flowering, (hrubs. 

Being told that there was a mifunderftanding between our Bafia and that of 
Urfa, and therefore we (hould not pafs through that city it was thought 
expedient by us to write a letter laft night in Mr. Doidge'% name, to the 
European Cbrifiian miflionaries at Urfa^ begging them to make enquiry for 
a melTcnger, who we imagined muft have arrived there with an anfwcr 
to a letter we had addrelfed to Conful Drummond while we lay at Niftbin: 
we requefted the fathers, if they found out the meflenger, to fend him back 
with Mr. Drummond‘& anfwer to Bir or Birjoup, a place we fhould be fure to 
touch at. — We fent this letter by a perfon going to Urfa^ who had accom- 
panied the Bajha thus far from Diarbekir. 

At half paft three in the morning we decamped, and fet off with fome July ly. 
of the firif of the Bajha' 'i ptop\c. After about three hours travelling over 
a hilly, fancly country, we arrived at a moft delightful plantation of walnut* 
willow, and poplar trees, which lay in a vale, where were many black-berry 
bufhes, and a refrefliing flream of water ran through it. For about two 
hours we Ikirted the outfide of this pleafant covert, and then got to 
the place where the Bajha intended to encamp for the day, greatly difap- 
pointeJ to find our flagc fo (liorc, and yet partly reconciled to it, feeing wc 
were to reft on fo fweet a fpot. — Our courfe to-day was W. S. W. and S. W, 
but we got forward on our journey only nine miles. Near to the valley 
where we now are, is fome ground cultivated by the Arabsy and over the 
rivulet ftands a water-mill. The valley is called Pajellekew., and the 
neighbouring village, Hanwah. We have feen many Terapins of late, and Hanwah’s 
a few Storks. Within the neighbouring grove are many gold-finches, and vale and 
other finging birds. village. 

As the BaJJoa travels fo much flower than we chufe to do, and as by this 
delay we were apprehcnfive of not arriving foon enough at Scanderoon to 
embark in the (hips which fail from thence about this time to England-, we 
defiled our Aga to wait upon the Kahier, and folicic his good offices with 

Dr. Heylin fuppofed it to be Chamn or Haran, whither Abraham removed with his father 
and family, when they departed from Ur. But according to GoliuSf Niger^ and others, CJpuran^ 
which was at the fame time called Charne by the Romans t and notable for the defeat and death 

CraJJ'us^ ftcod more north, 40 miies diftant from hcncc. 

EdeJ/'a is remcinbred in the Roman hiftory for the death of the emperor Caracalla^ by the 
hand of Macrinus. The firft taking of it by the Saracens was in the year 637. Prince Baldwin^ 

Jbrother 10 Godfrey of Bulioign, got pofteffion of it in 1097, and the T itrbs retook it in 1 142, 

Gergrayhj ^/^Mcfopotamia. 

the 
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the to grant us an efcort, and that we may be permitted to make the 
bcft of our way to Bir in the beginning of the night. Our Aga undertook 
the commiflion with reluctance, but we pofitively mfifted upon hU doing if. 
A little after noon, our Aga was fent for by the Kabier : We took it for 
granted that his intention in fending for him was to deliver to him the Bapa's 
permiffion for our going forwards, and we made ourfelves not a little happy 
at the thoughts of it ; but at bis return, we had the mortification to learn 
that he was Tent for to prefent the Kahier's compliments to the gentle- 

men, and to defire the favour of them to fpare one of their Takbt Revans, 
for the ufe of a fick Cadi. The Aga, without waiting for an anfwer from 
68, replied, “ All applications of that fort would be in vain, becaufe one 
of the two T akhi Revans was, and had been for fome time, totally given up 
to the fervice of their fick European fervants ; therefore, but one remained 
for the relief of the five gentlemen, who were not themfclves in the befl: 
ftate of health, and moreover were quite unaccuftomed to ride in the 
fun.” — The Kabier feeing the great impropriety of the meflage, thought fit 
to drop it. 


Our Aga did not neglcft this favourable opportunity of talking to the 
minifter about our proceeding immediately to Aleppo. He fet before him 
in the ftrongeft light the ncceflity we were under of getting to Scanderoon 
as foon as poffible, and begged his intereft with the Bapa to permit us to 
depart with a proper efcort for Aleppo j making it plainly appear to him, 
by that means we fhould fave a great deal of what otherwife would be loft 
lime : for he obferved, if allowed to proceed by ourfelves, we could with 
great cafe get to Bir in one ftage (being only eight hours journey) which 
the BaPa with his numerous retinue would make two of at leaft j and the 
whole way from Bir to Aleppo, would take us only three days, whereas 
Abdallah Bapa (cxclufive of the time he continued at Bir) could not per- 
form it in Icfs than four. In anfwer to all this, the Kabier ftarted many 
objections; the principal were, the roads being infefted with robbers, and 
the fatal conlequences that might enfue fiiould we chance to be attacked by 
them. He defired the Aga however to call upon him again in the even- 
ing, by which time, he told him, he fiiould be able to acquaint him more 
folly with the Bapa's fentiments. 


Early in the evening we hurried the Aga away, and by fix he returned 
with a pofitive refufal from the Bapa-, who pleaded in excufe for his non- 
compliance with our requeft, that the roads were full of deferters from the 
Bapa of foldiery, who having quarrelled with their matter had turned 

robbers; and that the Bapa himfelf in confequence of their mutiny, had 
■withdrawn himfelf from Vrfa, where he apprehended his life to be in danger; 
and had retired to Bir, as a place of fafety. He added, that wre were 
under his own immediate protedfion by a very particular recommenda- 
tion from Solyman BaPa, and therefore that he was anfwerable for* all the 

a 
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con&quences that might attend any indifcrcet procedure. Thoroughly 17 c g. 

mortified by this cruel detention, wearied almoft to death by the length and 
fatigue of our journey, anxious to arrive it Aleppo^ and not crediting one 
half of what had been told us, of the dangers of the road j we in plain terms 
told our Jga that we were determined to go on by ourfclvcs without a guard, 
and to run all riiks the greateft of which we looked upon as nothing, com* 
pared to the hazard we ran of lofing our palTage from Scanderoon to Eng- 
land, by the unaccountably flow progrefs we at prefent made. We urged 
alfo the importance of our public difpatches, and peremptorily infifted on 
letting out this very night. 

The converfation exceedingly alarmed the Aga, who with the moft vifible 
marks of concern, told us, that if we were refolved to take this ftep, it 
would be out of his power to go with us, for the Bajha'i orders were pe- 
remptory, and rtiould he prefume to break through them, the inevitable 
confequence muft be the lofing of his head. We rejoined, that however 
forry we fhould be to leave him behind us, yet in the prefent cafe we thought 
ourfelves obliged fo to do-, but for his indemnification with the Bajhas 
Selyman and Abdallah, we would write him a letter, which was as follows : 

“ Sir, 

The bufinefs we are upon in refpeft to the king our mtdler is fo pref- 
“ fing, and the hazard we run of mifling the opportunity of an Englijb 
“ Ihip of war failing from Scanderoon, fo great, that we arc obliged to ac- 
” quaint you, we muft run ail rifles, and get to Aleppo as foon as poflible. 

“ If the Bajha therefore will not permit us to have a guard, which we 
•* defire you again to folicit, we muft this night fet off by ourfelves for 

Bit. We write this to you for our juftification to all whom it may con* 

“ cern, but particularly our own King. 

To Aca Amada. “ Wc are, Sir, 

“ &e. &c.’* 

We ordered our interpreter to explain this letter to the Aga, and to ex- 
prefs to him the lively fenfe we had of his great care over us during the 
whole journey, aflfuring him withal, that on his arrival at Aleppo, we fliould 
take him by the hand as our good friend, and Ihew him the lame token of 
our thankfulnefs, as if he had accompanied us thither ; but if we fliould 
have quitted that city before his arrival, we would not fail to leave with 
Conful Drummond the proper mark of our gratitude, from whofe hands he 
would be fure to receive it. This gave him an opportunity of minutely en- 
quiring into the exaft value of our intended prefent, which he did not omit, 

.faying, “ How fliall I be able to judge of your conful’s rightly delivering 
the identical fum you are fo kind as to intend me ?” — We withheld from 
him the entire gratification of his wiflies in this refped, for fomc little fpace, 
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and only anfwercd in general, that the Brityh conful was a man of honour. 
We prcfcntly added however, that for his future fecurity we fhould leave a- 
letter at jileppo addrcffed to Jiim, which, on his producing to Solyman Bajha^ 
would not only juftify his whole conduft towards us, but alfo exprefs our 
thanks for his fervices, and intreat his acceptance of certain tokens of our 
■efteern. He feemed to pay great attention to this declaration, and nude 
fomc civil returns to it, by an eafy inclination of his body ; but ftiil fuch a 
(hare of diffidence fat on his brow, that we evidently faw his heart was 
not perfefily at cafe. Knowing the inordinate third: which even the beft 
among the ^urks have for money, and actuated befides by the real regard 
which we had for the man, we could not defer any longer telling him, that 
our prefent would not fall ftiort of 500 pialires. — After this he appeared 
very well facisfied. 

We then defired him to fend for the Mocha and Takh-revav-gee. When 
they came, we gave them to underftand, that we intended to let off this 
very night at twelve o’clock for Bir without the Ba/ha-, and ufed every 
argument we could think of to perfuadc them to go with us. But they too 
raifed a thoufand difficulties, telling us, that exclufive of the rifk they ran 
of lofing their mules, which were not their own, they did not dare to pro- 
ceed without the jiga, efpecially after what had paffed between him and 
the Kahier. Upon their refufal, we held a lliort confultation among our- 
felves, and refolved to requeft the y^ga to go immediately to the Kahier with 
our moft refpedful compliments, befeeching him to give us leave to wait 
upon him with our interpreter. He would fain have poftponed it till the morn- 
ing, rcafoning with great propriety on the unfcafonablcnefs of the hour for 
waiting upon a man of his rank ; but we were not now to be put off, plead- 
ing in our turn the abfolute neceffity we were under of not lofing another 
moment of time : he at lafl: yielded, taking with him Francifeo. They did 
not return till paft ten, and then, only with the minifter’s compliments 
and prayers, that we would reft fatisfied, and acquiefee in his and the 
Bajha's wholefome advice. He defired them to affure us, the road was 
extremely dangerous, and that our requeft could not be granted 'with- 
out the moft apparent hazard i adding, that if we were robbed, it would re- 
flect great difhonour not only upon Abdallah Bajha who had taken us under 
his protection, but alfo on Solyman Bajha who had fo ftrongly recommended 
us i and befides, the difference of time between going by ourfclvcs, or 
with the Bajha, could not now be very great, and he hoped no kind of 
lofs or inconvenience would arife from it. 

We were obliged to put up with the difappointmenr, and fo repofed 
ourfelves once more on our cots ; it being imprafticable for us to fet off, as 
the Kahier by this time had denounced a punifhment of the. fevereft kind 
.on all our country attendants who ftiould prefume to go with us. However, . 
we had taken care to difpatch a meffengcr to Bir, with orders to look 
put for the man with Mr. Dnmnmd's expefted anfwerj and fhould "he fip.d 

7 him, 
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j6im, he was dircfted to return to us immediately! if not, to wait there 175*. 
till our arrival, with or without the <— y— j 

Early this morning, Abdallah Bajha himfelf fent for our Aga, and talked jaiy 30* 
with him a great deal on the prefent fituation of our affairs. He concluded 
in the fame ftrain as his Kahier had done the preceding night, “ that he 
neither could, nor confcnt to our going one finger's length before him.” 

On the contrary, he defired, that during our future march, we would take 
care to keep more in the body of his guards than we had hitherto done, 
for the times were exceedingly perilous. The Aga foon returned to us, 
and delivered the Bajha'% meffage. He was accompanied (agreeable to an 
order given by Abdallah) by three other perfbns : the one was a filver-ftafF 
officer, the other a Chriftian of his houfehold, and the third a foldier. 

The two firft were diredled to beg that we would have patience, and 
put confidence in the Bajha'% care of us j to afllire us chat nothing but 
the real concern he had for our fafety, prevented his giving us his per- 
miffion to proceed •, that the whole country was full of danger, and that 
a hundred foldiers would not be fufficient to proteft us, there being more 
than two hundred deferters from the Bajha of Urjd% troops, between whom 
and their late commander there was now an open war. As a proof of 
the truth of this reprefentation, the Bajha had ordered the foldier to attend- 
us, who this very morning had come from Urfa, and confirmed the ac- 
count in every particular^ 

We had all the reafon in the world to’believe, that the Chrifiianviztpintdi 
with the other two, not only on the prefumption that his word would gain 
greater credit with us than that of a Mujjulman, but becaufe this was the 
very man who at the requeft of the fathers, had fupplied us with calh. In 
the courfe of our converfation with thefe perlons, we were informed, that 
the Bajha, on hearing of the precipitate meafures we were taking, had once 
propolcd that Franafeo our fervant and interpreter ffiould be fent for to re- 
ceive the Bajlinado, on the prefumption that he had been chiefly inftrumcntal 
in perfuading us to fet off by ourfelves. We appeared to fmile at this ac- 
count, and told the ‘Turks, that we were very fure a perfon of the Bajha'% 
dignity and politenefs' could never think of carrying into execution fuch 
a ftep, therefore we took for granted that if it wis propofed, it was only 
in jelL 

They obferved in reply, that the Bajha had told them, he was educated 
at Conjtantinople, and had the honour of being a Vizier to tiie Grand Seig-- 
Ttier, from which happy circumftanccs he had frequent opportunities of be- 
coming acquainted with the genius and tempers of the EngUjh nation, which 
he knew to be fo amiable in every refpeft, that he was entirely convinced 
we had never withftood his intreaties, if this fervant who was an Aleppean,. 
and a lubjeft to the Emperor, had interpreted with integrity all he was com*- 
manded to let us know. We affured them, that he was an inoffenfive and 

honefft 
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I y fadoeft JBMV And to the beft of oim* belief bed «}w«ys exeeated his eomtntT* 

lion with fidelity. We defired theui alio to Fepecient to the that 

though we had the moft lively and grateful fenfe of his great concern for 
our welfare, yet we could not t»ut regret every hour that did not fet us 
forwards in our way to : we dkenefoie through them, again befeeefaed 
him to grant us a little efcort, with which we would willing]^ venture our 
perfons and effefb. The officer peremptorily replied, that we muft not go. 
Prefently he added, that the propoled our fending an exprefa 

from hence to the Britijh conful at Scanderoon., requefting him to detain any 
one of the King'i Ibips that happened to be there ; and that the Bajha him- 
fclf would write a letter, informing the Conful lA-^Uppo how defirous we 
were to get forwards in our journey, but bow impoffible it was for him to 
comply with our dciires. We begged the officer and his companions to 
make our acknowledgments to the Baflaa for this farther inftance of h» 
kindnefs, but added, that we had already written to the Conful, who we 
made not the leaft doubt would do every thing in his power to ferve us v yet 
we knew likewife fo much of the nature of the orders given to the cap. 
tains of our (hips of war, chat nothing was fufficienc to prevail on them ‘ 
to tarry for even a Tingle day. We concluded, with defiring than tx> 
make the Bajba acquainted with our thanks, and our intreaties to be 
gone. Before they took leave they obferved, that the difference of rime 
between our going by ourfelvcs, or accompanying the Bajha^ would be 
only two days, owing to the Bcfiia of Urfa's being anived at Bir-, for 
that would prevent our great- man from tarrying fo long there as he other- 
wife intended. 

In the evening two fmall plates of ready-drelTed vidhiaU were font us 
from the Bajha's cookery-tent. This fcanty fupply was intended for our- 
felves i at the fame time a certain allowance of bread, Ghee, See. was fent 
to our Jga, and his people. As we knew not by whole order thefe things 
came, we defired our Jga to make enquiry •, for if they were a prcfcnt from 
the Bajba or Kabier, we very well knew that their dtre^ions in relped to the 
quantity, muft have been but ill executed; if they came from any inferior 
perfon, we were defirous he Ihould be acquainted that we could receive no 
more from him, though we were obliged to him for his good •will, and 
Ihould not be jjnmindful on our arrival at Jleppt, of any civilities that were 
cither done, or intended us on the road. 

Tb divert our prefent melancholy m Ipme degree, we took a walk in the 
plantation before us, where, befidcs the ueesand bolhes alrcady mentioned, we 
found the apple and plumb-tree. The ftrawberry plant alfo floufilhoi here 
in great abundance. Soon after we had finilhed our walk, we received a mcf. 
fage from the Bajba, that to prevent any indecorum or infult being offered to 
our perfons in the night, he had thought it neceffary to order fix or eight 
foldiers to attend us at our tents. Wc immediately ordered our Aga to 

, wait 
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wait upon the Kahitr^ and to demand the real meaning of fo unufual a 
guard. At his rccurn, he told us, we were to look upon it as an addi- 
tional mark of the Bafia^s refpeft and care for us, who had alfo conde- 
I’cended fo far as to diredl the particular order of our march. In the even- 
ing we found this to be in the rear of vfhat he moft valued, his Women 
and his l^'rcafure. By this extraordinary tellimony therefore of the 
kindnels, we were in reality his prifoners ; it not being in our power now 
to leave him, how much foever our inclinations might prompt us to do 
it. 

Wc refumed our march at nine in the evening travelled wed, and va- 
rious other courfes, but upon the whole about S. W. near miles in 12 
hours, over a barren, hilly country, and not at a greater diftance than 12 
or 14 miles from the Armenian mountains, which run almoft cafl: and wed. 

Wc were told yederday, that we were only eight hours journey from Bir^ 
but we have travelled twelve hours, and have dill another journey to 
make ! 

We pnlTed by feveral Arab burial-grounds, and three or four ruined vil- 
lages and forts, fituated on eminences; one of thefe has two fmall done- 
gateways remaining. Now and then we came to a little patch of ground 
fown with Indian corn. At nine wc encamped by the fide of a run of 
water, on the declivity of a hill called Cortocoar. The villages all around Cortocoar- 
us are deferred *, the jlralian inhabitants having removed themfclves and IdU- 
their eObds, through an appieh.cniion of their being taken from them by' 
the rapacioiifnefs of our foidicry, or the extortion of our great men. No 
flocks, not a fingle flicep is to be feen ! we have no victuals to eat ! and 
are almolt ripe for mutiny, upon account of our forcibk* detention, which 
we tliiiik has its rife more in valn^glory, mixed with a little lelf-interefled 
policy, than from any real apprehenfion the Bajha entertains of our being 
in danger, were he to fend us away under a proper efcorc. 

At five in the evening, we fent our Aga to the Kahir.r to lay our necef- 
fities again before him, and to defirc either a frelh fupply of provifions, or 
leave to haflen by ourfclves to Bir, Our Aga returned with the minifler’s 
moft ceremonious compliments, and expreflions of forrow for our uncom- 
Ibirrablc fituaiion, declaring at the flime time, that the BaJJoa and all his at- 
tendants laboured under the lame fcarciry of food, but that he would deny 
himfelf the Icanty pittance that was allotted him, and fend us a couple of 
plates of drefled meat from his own family. Thefe werefoon after conveyed ' 
to our tents, and tliough they barely ferved to take oft' the keen edge of my 
brother-travellers appetites, yet we looked upon them as infallible marks 
of the Kahier's humanity and politends. For my own part, 1 fuffered but 
Very little upon this occafion, not having as yet fo far recovered my ap- 
petite, as to feel in any great degree the painful fenlation of hunger. 


Monday 
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175S. . At oae rive next morning, we fet oIT again, and travelled five hours 

over rocky hills. The firft two hours our courfc wsa W. S. W. the two 
Augitll I. fttcceeding ones S. W. and S. S. W. and the laft hour S. which brought 
us to the city of 5»r, or Birjoup (as it is called by the inhabitants) wh^ch is 
fituated on the eaftern bank of the river Euphrates, againft the fide of a very 
high, chalky hill. It is about fix hundred yards in length, and has five or 
fix Mofiues with ftone Minarets. The buildings in general are in a ruinous 
condition, which with the craggy hills around, afford a pifturefque and ro- 
mantic profpea. The tops ot thefe hills are covered with vineyards, as 
indeed are moft of the environs of the city, but we could not difeover 
any corn-lands. 

The city is defended by two caftles ; one ftands by the river’s fide, the- 
other on the top of the hill. From this laft, two fmall guns were fired in 
honour of the arrival of Abdallah Bajha, who entered and rode through the 
city on horfeback, attended by his own train, and by the Bajha of Urfa, who 
went out of the place to meet him. There being no bridge here, and only 
three ferry-boats, which were all employed in tranfporting the Bajh£% Harant- 
and retinue, foldiers and baggage, we had little hopes of getting acrofs the 
river for feme time, and therefore feared ourfelves on Ibme ruins that lay in 
the ditch before the town } but the Bajha riding by, and feeing us and 
our baggage in the open ftreet, immediately called our Aga to him, and, 
ftcmly demanded, “ Why the Englifo gentlemen were thus Ihame- 
fully treated ?** Upon his being told the rcafon, he gave him the ftrideft 
orders, and commanded his own officers to take particular care, that the 
boats ihould be no more employed in his fervice till we and all our baggage 
were wafted over to the other fide. This was the firft time we had ever 
feen the Bafl}a, and it muft be owned that his whole behaviour upon this 
occafion was truly humane and polite. Our Aga kifled the hem of his gar- 
ment, and we bowed after our manner, which he returned with a fmall; 
bending of the cheft, and a vifible complacency of countenance. He was^ 
about fixty years of age, feemed adlive, and had a very long flaxen beard. 
The Kahiex, who immediately followed the Bajha, faluted us alfo with great 
freedom and good-nature.. 

t) 

It was about nine in the morning when we pafied over the Euphrates^ 
for the fecond time ; and thus quitted Mefopotamia and entered Syria. The 
river is here not more than 150 yards over, now, but in the winter-months,, 
or after great rains, and the melting of the fnow in the mountains, it muft 
be at leaft twice as broad, which is very vifible from its prefent dry bed. 
It fupplies the inhabitants of Bir with a- great variety of exceeding fine filh.. 
We got here Iheep, eggs, bread, and a few grapes, but no wine or fpi- 
rituous liquors. 

It is fomewhat remarkable, that the burial-ground belonging to the city 
o£ Bir, is on the Syrian Me of the river: polfibly it may be owing to the 

ground! 



ground on which the town is built, being of fo rocky a nature as not to 
admit of graves being dug in it, but with the utmoft difficulty. It was 
upon this fpoc that we pitched our tents, from whence we bad a full view 
of the city ; but as its houfes are built of a white, chalky ftone, which 
bears the fame colour with the neighbouring hills and foil, we could not 
cafily diftinguifh the one from the other. Here we had the mortifica- 
tion to learn, that the two men whom we had difpatched from Nijibin 
with a letter to Mr. Drummond at Aleppo^ had between Urfa and 5/>, fallen 
in with a party of Sanjacks, who in a great rage had defaced our letter, 
and carried the meflengers up into their mountains, where after feverely 
whipping them, they at length fuffered them to depart. Thefe unfortunate 
men it feems did not arrive at Bir till yefterday, and after flaying a few 
hours fet out for Aleppo \ fo that all our hopes of getting fpeedy intelligence 
from Mr, Drummond are at an end. 

At a quarter before three this morning, we decamped from the banks of Augoft j. 
the Euphrates, having the Bajha'% ladies and treafure before us, and travelled 
W. S. W, and S. W. for four hours and half, over a hilly, rugged coun- 
try, abounding in chalk and ftones. . At fix we pafled over a bridge with 
three arches, and difeovered a pretty looking village on our right called 
Mazar, which had many trees about, and on the hills beyond it : At half 
part feven we pitched our tents in a pleafant valley under the fhade of a 
walnut-tree, with a pomegranate at our fide, and an agreeable plantation of 
peach, almond, apple, and other trees around us. From this fpor, we dif- 
patched one of our "T akht-Rcvan men with a fccond letter to Mr. Drummond. 

He engaged to deliver it to-morrow at fun-rife, and to meet us on the road 
with an anfwcr. 

Our Aga has juft given us all great fpirits, by acquainting us that we arc 
to keep the Bajha company only this and to-morrow night’s ftage. After- 
wards we are to have liberty to make the beft of our way. We learnt alfo 
this evening by a traveller from Aleppo, that a malignant fever had ’till 
lately mightily prevailed in that city, and carried off many of the in- 
habitants. ; He added, that bread was at fo high a price, that the poorer 
people were almoft ttaryed. 

At a quarter before two this morning, we took our former flation, behind Auguft 3. 
the ladies, and marching off travelled a winding courfc for two hours. Wc 
paffed quite through the village of Mazar, which has two Mofques with Aff- Mazar. 
narets ; then went a S. W, by W. courfe for two hours and half more, over 
a good, but much neglected foil, and at length pitched our tents in a 
yvell cultivated plain, at the caft fide of an artificial mount, on which a 
caftlc once Hood, and around it a town named Sajuera. This is much fuch Sa/uira. 
another' mount as that at Kireoote, only not quite fo large. From the top of 
it you have a commanding profpeft of a fine extenfive country with two or 
three villages j were the lands about them green with Indian corn or Natcbile. 

A a a 2 A river 




[ 364 ] 

1758. A river called alfo Sajuera runs through the plain, which greatly added to 
— the fccnery of the landfcape. 

Some ruins on the fummit of the mount are ftill vifible, particularly on 
the weft fide, where you plainly difeover .the pillars of a portal to the 
caftle, which were made of blgilh hard*ftoncs about five feet in length, 
and two in thicknefs. Oh one of fhem Iplaced at the right hand as you 
enter the gateway of the eaftern fide of the ruins, and nine feet from the 
g'-ound, fome ancient charafters were -apparent, though now fomewhat 
cft'aced. — They are copied in,, thft annexed copper-plate. On the north 
fide of this gate-way, are two or three arches, which appear to have been 
formerly paflages to fo many apartments'; They are built of the fame hard 
large ftoncs as thofe which cojiifkyfe tlwt phrtal, and are cemented together 
with a moft durable mortar, in the cqmpofition of which I obferved many 
fmall ftoncs. We were told, that this mopnt and town were formerly 
in the pofleflion' of QirifiUnS', but ,1 am apprehenfive that the Jurks^ 
from whom we receive our information, rhake ufe of the words Chrif- 
tians and Europeans as fynonimous terms -, fo whetlier they mean Euro- 
peans lived before r the times 6 f .€BriJliamty, or thofe who formed the 
Crufades in the twelfth Century, is difficult to determine. 

At fix this morning, the prihcipal men of another village juft by us, 
and called aKo Sajuera, pafled on towards our .rear, in order, to pay their 
compliments to the Bajha. Thcfc' gentlemen were ail armed and on 
horfeback, attended by a perfon carrying a pair of colours. - About eight 
o’clock, near forty of the chief people of Aleppo came alfo into camp, 
with their horfes very richly caparifoned. Their bufinefs is alfo to com- 
pliment the Bajha on his drawing nigh to their city. They have been four 
days on the road, and had waited many hours in this village for his 
arrival. 

We defired our interpreter to make our compfiments to one of them, 
and to enquire of him the true ftate of affairs at Aleppo and Scanderoon. 
The gentleman he fpoke to, was fo complaifant as to wait upon us imme- 
diately at our tent. We entertained him in the ciiftomary method of the 
country, with a whiff or two of tobacco from the Argile tube, and a dilh 
of coffee without fugar. He confirmed the account we had before received 
of a malignant fever having raged at Aleppo, but added, that its effefts 
had not been very fatal. He told usi that conful Drummond was his tenant, 
and was very well, but he knew nothing of his intention of foon quitting 
this country for England-, irtfimation given by Mr. Drummond 

in a letter to Mr. Garden flattered ourfelves with 
the hope • of, having him for bur The Turkijh gentle- 

man faid fiSIhf.r, that there wefe fome Engl^ now at Stander.oon 
taking in their cargo, but when they mtended to fail hc; . could not take 
uponliim to fay. He knew nothing f(» certi^m in relation to the ftate of 
7 i affairs. 
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affairs between the Englijb and French nations, but recollefted to have heard 
the chief F urkijh officer of the cuftoms lately declare, that there were great 
hopes of a peace being foon concluded between them, confec^uently Ihips 
would come to Alexandretta more frequently, and with lefs interruption, 
than they had done of late. For better information, he recommended us to 
the Kah'ter of the late Bajha, who came alfo into the camp this morning. 
Upon our aflting him fome queftions relative to the robbers, he anfwered 
without hefitation, that the road to Aleppo was tolerably fafe for travellers j 
but afterwards, on our Aga holding a private converfation with him, and 
(as we fufpeft) checking him for the favourable account he had given us, 
he prel'ently changed his note, and added, that it would by no means be 
advifcable for us to travel by ourfelves. 

Having advanced only 13 or 14 miles to-day, and ftill lefs yefterday, wc 
are quite wearied out, and have loft all patience. As an additional morti- 
fication, we now hear, that inftead of being permitted to proceed by our- 
felves after this night’s ftage, as promifed, we are to be detained till after 
the Bajha comes into camp to-morrow. Our liquors too are all drank up, fo 
that we are now reduced to drink the pure element of our firft parents •, a moft 
uncomfortable beverage to keep up the fpirits of worn-out travellers, and 
who for fo many years have been ufed to the more generous and exhilarating 
juice of claret and madeira. With refped to our mod, we are in much the 
i'ame, if not a more uncomfortable fituation ; fometimes we have nothing 
at all to eat, and if by chance we are favoured with a fupply from 
the BafljiC^ kitchen, it is only of a little mutton juft killed, and i'o indif- 
ferently drefled, that we are fcarce able to fwallow a bit. However, all of 
us except M^IntoJloy have recovered our long-loft appetites ; but this circum- 
ftance, which a few weeks fince would have been efteemed a bleffing, is 
now become a real misfortune. As we have no other refource left but 
getting to the end of our journey as foon as pollible, we are all impatient 
to make the experiment, even at the expence of hazarding the Bajha's dif- 
pleafure. Francifeo, whom we had fent to the late Boom’s Kahier for in- 
telligence, brought us a confirmation of fome Englijh Ihips being ftill at 
Scanderoon. 

At half paft feven in the evening, we were moft agreeably furprized with 
the following letter from Aleppo. 

Aleppo, 2d Augttft, 1758. 

“Sir, 

“ THIS day, about an hour and half before noon, your letter of 
“ the 1 6th of July, from Nifibin, was brought to me. The cover of it was 
“ torn, but enough of it remained to fliew it was intended for me. I 
“ cannot pretend to fay that the receipt of it gave me pleafiire. No, Sir, 
“ it gave me an excels of pain ; and I figured to myfelf a variety of ugly 
“ circumftances, which I Ihdl not give you the trouble to read. Now, I 

“ cannot 
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1758. “ cannot but blcfs God that you are fafe, and that I have a reafonable 

' “ profpedt of feeing you at Aleppo^ freed from a thoufand inconveniences, 
“ and as happy as I, and the other gentlemen here, can make you. 

“ I fliall not at prefent lofe a moment in telling you news ; only that 
“ our convoy, and three other men of war, are in thefe fcas. I purpofc 
“ going in one of them, but when, is a quellion that cannot eafily be 
“ anfwcred ; bccaufe the plague now rages at Smyrna^ and no patent can 
“ be acquired till forty days after it lhall ceafe. In the mean time, be you 
“ perfectly eafy. — 1 will think for you, in the beft way I can. — You fliall 
“ hear all I have to fay j and may then purfue my beft thought, or a better 
of your own. 

“ Don’t let your brother-travellers fear. God ever love them ! 
“ they too fliall have lodgings, ^e, Cjfr. — I fliall thank you for your polite- 
ncl's and goodnefs * towards me at Merdin^ when I have the happinefs 
“ to embrace you at this place. 

“ The bearer of this goes the direft road to Bir, Should he find you 
“ to-day or to-morrow, he may be lent back with a note from you. I hope 
“ no accident can have detained you at or at any other place before 
“ you got there. Pleafe to give the mefTengcr fonie Paras to purchafe bread, 
“ for thefe people are afraid of carrying more money about them than is 
abfolutely neceflary. 

“ My family falute you and your good company ; as for myfelf, you 
“ may be aflured that 1 am, with great fmcerity, 

“ Dear Sir, 

“ Your moft obedient, 

humble fervant, 

“ A. DRUMMOND.” 

f* P. S. The convoy is the Prefton of 50 guns. Captain Evans, The 
‘‘ ramblers (whom God preferve ! ) are, 

“ The Monmouth, Capt. Hervey — 64 guns. 

“ The Ambufeadt, Capt. Gwynn — - — 36 

“ The Lyme - Capt. Vernon •— 24 

“ To Henry Dcidge, Efq*, 

“ I dont know where, 

“ but I hope near to 
« Aleppo.” 

* Father jfngt edMtrdin intrulled to Mr. Dnigdi care fome ancient medals which he had 
eoUefted for the conful, and of which Mr. Dmt* in hit letter had informed him. 

The 
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The reading of the above letter gave us all frelh fpirits ; we drank the 
writer’s health in water, which (as before obferved) was the only liquor we 
were now mailers of, and afterwards threw ourfelves on our cots, but fuch 
was the joyous perturbation of our ipirits, that we could not take a mo* 
ment’s fleep. 

At ten we fet oflF once more in our proper ftation, and travelled near Auguft 4. 
eight hours over an uncultivated country, though much lefs rugged than 
what we had lately met with. At feven in the morning, we pitched our 
tents by the fide of a river, in a plain, near to an old Caravatiferab. Our 
courfe was from S. S. W. to W. S; W *, we travelled about three miles an 
hour, which has hitherto been our ufual progrefs in tolerable roads. In 
bad ones we do not get forwards above two. I judge upon the whole, 
that from Merdin we have made two miles and an half by the hour t from 
Baghdad to Merdin, three. 

From hence we fent our Aga to the Kahier, with our bell compli- 
ments and thanks to himfelf and Abdallah Bajha, and likewife to know 
whether they approved of our proceeding to Aleppo by ourfelves after the 
next ftage. An anfwer being brought us in the affirmative, Mr. Doidge 
thought it ncceflary to acknowledge the receipt of the conful’s letter by the 
fame mellenger who had brought it, giving him to underftand that we 
hoped to kifs his hand at Aleppo to-morrow morning. In the evening 
we were cruelly mortihed by a meflage which the Kahier fent by the 
Aga, importing, that fince the morning he had held a confultation with the 
Bajha on the fubjefl of our parting with him to-morrow ; that the Bajha 
would by no means confent to it, but infilled on our accompanying him 
quite to Aleppo, which, he faid, would be doing a mutual honour both to 
himfelf and us. As the whole tenor of this meflage was contradiftory to 
the promife we had received in the morning, we did not fail to remonftrate 
againll it, but to no manner of purpofe. The Kahier fent us word, that 
he was forry for our difappointment, yet fuch was the will of the Bajha, 
and what reply could poffibly be made to it ? Adding however, that the 
confent given us in the morning had been without the Bajha's knowledge ; 
that he (the Kahier) had taken upon himfelf to give it, not doubting of 
his mafter’s acquiefeente, and knowing that upon every account it would be 
moft acceptable to us, whom he wilhed to oblige. Thefe were foothing 
words, but by no means fufficient to ftifle our difeontent, or to reconcile 
us to this abominable aft of Turkijh defpotifm. We determined therefore 
to leave the Bajha at all events, being now fully convinced that his foie 
motive for detaining us, was the foolifh paffioa of having us in his train 
when he enters the city of Aleppo. 

^ At half pad ten we decamped again, and moved off in our ufual order, Augoft 5. 
pafling by a few inhabited villages, and others that were quite in ruins. At 
fix in the morning we got to the fpot where the Bajloa intended to encamp, 

7 but 
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1758. but from whence we were determined to make the beft of our way. As 

**^""***^ the great man was ftill in the rear, we had time to place ourfelves in the 
very track he was obliged to take. Accordingly at nine, he came by in 
his Takhl R^ van with great pomp and ftate ; we ((landing in a row) faluted 
him, and exprelk J by figns a defire of (peaking to him. He faw us, and 
made a motion with his hand for us to come nearer to him. He then made 
a ilill ftop, and we advanced, having before conjured our interpreter Fran- 
djeo to take courage, and not be afraid of repeating the whole of what 
we fltould bid him fay to the BaJIja ; we gently hinted the fame lalutary 
caution to our Aga \ but alas ^ our good advice with both of them v/as all 
in vain. The lall turned as pale as death, and reverently killed the great 
man’s fleeve : and as for the poor, affrighted, trembling Frandfeo^ he had 
not the leaft power of utterance, but flood (hivering with apprehenfion, 
and contented himfeif with touching the hem of t\\i:Fakht Revan ^ covering, 
and licking the dull from olf Ifis lingers. The BaJIm cafily guefling at the 
purport of our intended petition, told us with an air too haughty to be 
plealing, we mnfl: ftay, and that we had but one day more before we 
Ihould arrive with him at Aleppo.''' In anfwer, we intended to have fet 
before him the fcveral reafons we had for going forwards, fuch as the 
want of health, neceflaries, and time, befides the promife we had made 
our conful of feeing him to«day -, but unfortunately, our interpreter (who 
had not yet gotten the better of his fears fo far as to deliver our fentiments 
properly) made ufe of this plea of our appointment with Mr. Drummond.^ 
firft, which we had defigned fliould come in order laft. Upon which, the 
great man probably conceiving his dignity to be hurt, replied with a Furhjh 
monofyllable, tantamount to our Englijh word, Pfhaw,” adding, What 
fignifies your engagement with the conful ? Let that remain with me.” — 
We attempted to urge many things in reply, but ’twas all in vain: iliis 
Beglerbeg., this Lord of Lordsy ordered his people to march on, and left us 
to digclt his final refolve as we could. 

The abrupt departure and lofty deportment of the Bajha upon this occa- 
fion, chagrined us not a little, and indeed piqued our pride fo much, that 
with the fame hafte as he had made from us, we ran towards our horfes, 
mounted, and in an inftant got into the high road for Aleppo^ leaving our 
Agay all our country-fervants, L'akht Revansy and baggage behind us. Our 
worthy Aga (who dared not to accompany us but at the rifiv of lofing his 
head) made ule of many intreaties to prevail upon us to (lay another day, 
concluding with that which to ingenuous minds is. the moll powerful of all. 
That he lliould efteem it as the higheft favour done to himfeif.” Wc 
afiured him in general, that we Ihould be always more ready no oblige 
him, than even the BaJIoa himfeif, as our obligations to him were conlclledjy 
greater; but upon the prefent occafion it was morally impolhble for 
us to do it, and therefore we defired to be excufed, though aj any 
other time, we Ihould look upon his defires, as having the force of coiii- 
mands. 

Immediately 
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Immediately after this, we rode off at a round trot, difcourfing with * 75 ** 

«ach other on what might be the event. The perfuafions of our Aga 
had indeed already wrought fo powerfully with lome of the party, that 
they began to have their doubts refpefting the propriety of their behaviour 
towards the Bajha j but now, as the die was call, it was impoflible for us 
to recede. 

We had not gone on above half an hour, before we efpied two horfemen 
riding full fpeed after us from the Bajha'% camp ; one of them made figns 
for us to ftop, to which we paid no kind of attention, till he drew nearer, 
and we difeovered him to be our own trufty Aga-, the other, proved 
to be our fervant Vertan. At their coming up, the Aga told us, that as 
foon as we rode off, he waited upon the Baflia, and related to him the 
particulars of our flight ; upon which he faid, “ If that be the cafe, do 
you inomediately follow them, with all their fervants, baggage, and a 
company of foldiers to protedl them.” Thefe joined us foon after, and we 
went forwards with a part of the foldiers, leaving the others behind to take 
care of our baggage and Takht Revans, in one or which Alexander M-Intojh 
was obliged to be carried, being ftill extremely weak. In a few minutes 
after this, the gentlemen and troops from Aleppo, who had now taken their 
leave of the Bajha, and were returning to that city to be in readinefs to re- 
ceive him in a proper manner to-morrow, came up with, and loon went a 
head of us. This Angle circumftance proved that Abdallah Bajha* % motive 
for keeping us with him, was really what has been already fuggefted : if 
he had not been adluated more by the vanity of having us in the number 
of his retinue on making his public entrance into Aleppo, than by any real 
concern he had for our fafety, he certainly would have diredled us to keep 
company with thefe gentlemen and their body of troops, under whofe pro- 
tedlion we could not have failed of travelling in perfedt fecurity. 

Our road towards Aleppo was very rough and bad we paflTed by many a Alepp* 
high hill with a hard, chalky bottom. Our courfe upon the whole lay 
W. S. W. At noon we came abreafl: of a village, whofe houfes were of a 
conic form, and built of mud. Soon after, we paffed by fome gardens. 

I rom one to near four o’clock, we Ikirtcd a very pleafant valley full of 
fruit-trees and legumens, which continued quite up to the city of Aleppo, 
where we arrived at four, very hot and fatigued, having rode all night 
and the greateft part of the day. We have been exadtly feven weeks in our 
journey from Baghdad, which is diftant from Aleppo, by the moft cxadl com- 
putation, in our route, 698 miles. 


Bbb 


CHAP. 



[ 37“ ] 


CHAP. VII. 

Occurrences in Aleppo. — Journ^ to Shoger ani lai.iichtei.'— Occurrences at, and 
defcription <?/" Latichea. — Mejl of the party fet off for theijland ^Cyprus. — 
The author follows them, and arrives at Larnica. — Occurrences and obferva- 
tions in Cyprus. — Arrival of four other gentlemen from India. — Their depar- 
ture, with the author, from Cyprus, and arrival at Leghorn.. 


Ti ^R. Drummond received us with the greateft hofpitality and politenels. 

*75^ LYX After we had refrcfhed ourfelves with wines, punch, and excellent 
beef-fteaks, to all which we had long been llrangers, we betook ourfelves 
to a comfortable clean bed, where we enjoyed that fwcet repofe, which only 
the tired, the worn-out traveller lilce ourfelves can ever truly experience. 
In the evening we were vifited by mofl: of the gentlemen of the Englijh fac- 
tory i who kindly difpofed of us among their ieveral families. Mr. Doidge 
and I, with our three fervants, Jenkins, M-Intojh, and Toney, were lodged 
at the conful’s houfe ; Mr. Pye at Mr. Free's •, Mr. Alms at Mr. Bridger's, 
and Mr. Bigot at Mr. Landfdown'%. 


Sunday. 
Auguli 6. 


This morning, the remaining part of the gentlemen of our faftory were 
fo obliging as to vifit us. We alfo were favoured with the company of two 
Capuchin French fathers, a Carmelite, and feveral Jew merchants. The fac- 
tory conHlls of the following gentlemen : 


Alexander Drummond, Efq; . 
Mr. Kirkhoufe — 

Mr. Smith — 

MelT. Free — 

Landfdown — 

Bridger — 

Shaw •— — - 

Vernon — — 

Maffick — • 

Hays — — 

Ratcliffe — - 

Booth — 

The Reverend Mr. Holloway 
Dr. Patrick Rujfell, — 


ConfuL 

Chancellor. 

Treafurer. 


— > Merchants, 


Chaplain. 

Phyfician and Surgeon. 

We 
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Wc were aflced, if we were agreeable to pay our compliments to the 
French, Dutch, and Venetian confuls, for before we had gone through this 
ceremony, we were not to expedl being vifited by any of the private gen- 
tlemen of thofe nations -, but after waiting upon their confuls, we might 
then depend upon every one of thefe foreigners coming to pay their rc- 
fpedls to us. As we found this point to be a matter of the utmoft indif- 
ference to Mr. Drummond, we chofe to decline the increafing of our ac- 
quaintance, fo that our converfation and vifiting were confined to the 
fmall, but agreeable circle of our own countrymen. And this very cir- 
cumftance, confidering the great fatigues wc had fo lately undergone, was 
not without its advantages j for hereby we had an opportunity of being 
more at our eafe, and of devoting the fliort time we were to continue here 
to our own concerns, which otherwile would have been almolt entirely 
taken up in receiving or paying ceremonious vifits. 

Mr. Holloway was too ill to officiate to-day, in the public fervlcc of 
the church. At noon, Abdallah Bajha made his public entrance into the 
city. 

Yefterday and to-day, our whole time was taken up in fettling ac- Augull 8 . 
counts, and paying off our Mocha and ’Takht revan-gee, with whom we had 
much trouble, and clamorous difpute. Mr. Baron our countryman a gen- 
tleman of great fagacity, and Mr. Edee our nation’s firft Dragoman or in- 
terpreter, took much pains to prevent our being impofed upon j but in 
fpite of all their endeavours, thefe rafcals will be paid more than they have 
a right to demand : to get any redrefs from government muff be attended 
with great expence and lofs of time, therefore the remedy would be worfe 
than the difeafe. Wc refolved to leave the fettling of thefe matters to 
the diferetion of Mr. Baron, and the Dragoman, who is a man of fenfe, 
genteel in his deportment, and we are told, of a very confiderable for- 
tune, which is made in fome meafure fecure to him by his connexion with 
the Englijh nation. 

Our party are now all recovering ; we have better fpirits, and tolerable Auguft 9. 
good appetites. MelT. Doidge and Pigot, with myfelf, returned all our vifits. 

Mr. Kirkhoufe was fo obliging as to go with us. 

We learned from Mr. Edee, that the Bajha had enquired after us, and 
told him of our great hurry to get from him, as well as of his own re- 
lolution to detain us, affigning no other motive for his conduft but the 
great anxiety he was under for our fafety. As Mr. Edee is quite the 
polite, well-bred man, doubtlefs he made the Bajha a great many more 
compliments on our part, than we ever defired he Ihould fince to this 
moment we cannot but be of opinion, that he ought to have granted 
us* an effort many days before he did ; by which we Ihould fo much 
the fooner have been freed from our extraordinary hardlhips and fatigues. 

B b b 2 In 
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* 758 * In that cafe too, we fhould have thought ourfelves more highly obliged' 
■ toi him, than it is pofliblc for us now, even on the moft difpaffionate re- 

trofpeftion. 


Auguft 10. 


This day the Kahierviis fo obliging as to make the kihdeft enquiries after 
our welfare. We believe him to be a very valuable man, and to have been 
much difpofed to have facilitated our journey, had it been in his power. 


Aogull II. 


The city of Aleppo has been very fickly for fome months pad. The ma- 
lignant fever ftill continues here, but its mortality is greatly abated. They 
do not bury now more than 200 a day, whereas till very lately they loft at 
leaft double that number. The natives for fome time paft have been under 
continual apprehenfion of the Europeans fhutting themfelves up in their 
houfes, which ftep it Teems is always deemed an indifputable fi^n of the 
plague prevailing here. This dreadful calamity has ufually vifited the 
citizens of Aleppo-, once in 12 or 13 years. As far as I can find, there is 
but little diftcrence between the prefent malignant fever, and what is com- 
monly called the plague j the fooner therefore we get from hence, the 
better *. 


Avgttft 12. Mr. Doidge\% much out of order j his appetite falls off, and he fweats 
profufely : I ordered him an emetic. 1 found myfelf not fo well to-day, as 
of late i my legs fail me, with a general and great laflltude. 

Auguft 13. I was taken this morning with z Diarrhoea, lofs of appetite, &c. — Mr. 

Doidge is much in the fame ftate as yefterday •, he takes tincture of bark, 

* “ This unhappy country for fix years paft has been in a very terrible fituation, afflWed du- 
“ ring the greateft part of that time with many of the Almighty’s leverell icourges. Its trou- 
“ bles were ufliered in by a very ftiarp winter in 1756-7, which dcitroyed almoll all the fruits 
of the earth. The cold was fo very inicufe, that the mercury ot Fahrenbtith thermometer, 
“ expofed a few minutes to the open air, funk entirely into the ball of the tube. Millions 
** of olive trees, that had withftood the feverity of fifty winters, were biahed in this, and 
“ thoufands of fouls perilhcd merely through cold. The failure of the crop the fucceeding 
hat veil occafioned an univerfal fcarcity, which in this country of indolence and opprefiion, 
** (where provlfion is only made from hand to mouth, and where, literally ipeaking, no man 
** is fure of reaping what he has fown) Toon introduced a famine^ with all its attendant mi- 
“ feries. 'J'he (hocking accounts related to rnc on this fubjccl, would appear fa’pulous, were 
“ they not confirmed by numberlefs cye-wituefles, both Europeam and natives. In many 
•* places the inhabitants were driven to fu^Ji extremities, that women were known to eat their 
“ own children, as foon as they expired in their arms, for want of nourifhment. — Numbers 
** of perfons from the mountains and villages adjacent carac daily to Aleppo., to offer their 
“ wives and children to fale for a few dollars, to procure a temporaiy fublillence for them- 
felves : and hourly might be feen in our ftrects, dogs and human creatures fcratching to- 
“ gether on the fame dunghill, and quarrelling for a bone or piece of carrion, to allay their 
“ hunger. A peftilence followed clofe to the heels of the famine, which laded the greateft 
** part of 1758, and is fuppofed to have fwept away 50 or 60 thoufand fouls in this city and 
its environs. — I blefs God, I was not a fpeflator of this complicated fccne of mifery : the 
<< very defeription of it niuft didrefs a compadionate difpodtion ; the fight of it muft have 
made an imprcfJion on an heart of flint.’* Pbllof. TranjaFtlons, 1763. " 

For a defeription of AUppo^ and its difeafes, lee Dodtor RuJfeWi treatife. 


with 
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with elixir of vitriol. Mr. Holloway^ the chaplain of the factory, was fo far 
rtcovered of his late indifpoficion, as to be able to perform divine fervice 
to day i we all with much gratitude and devotion offered up our thanks to 
God for our- fafe arrival here, after fo. long, /painful, and dangerous a 
journey. 

We put into the conful’s hands, foine little prefents, intended for the Monday, 
good fathers at Biarhekir^ as a fmall teftiiwny-of our gratitude for the kind Augull 14., 
offices they did us in our diftrefs. We aUb left with the fame gentleman^ 
our beft compliments and thanks to every one of our other friends upon 
the road, defiring our countrymen to behave kindly to them for our fakes, 

Ihould they have opj^ortunity. To-day likewile, but; with great reluc- 
tance, we lent a preient of a gold watch to Abdallah Bafia, This, or 
fomeiliing of equal value, had been demanded of our Dragoman by his 
mini iter. We for fome lime determined not to give it ; but applying 
to Mr. Drammo?Td lor his advice, he told us, that as it had been de- 
manded, we could not, confii*ent with the intcreft of future travellers, do 
otherwife than lend it. Abdallah therefore had the watch, and we (in our 
opiivon } a full difeharge of tvei v obligation we owed him for all thofe 
high marks of refpeft, favour, and proteftion, which he pretended he had 
conferred upon us. I'he Kahier and under iervants had alfo prefents from 
us, but with this dilference, that what we parted with to thenv was with 
the greateft alacrity. 

As the ifland of Cyprus feemed to be the mod proper place for us to get 
a paHage down the Strei^hts, we reibived to proceed thither : and as Mr. 

Barons affairs call hi :i to Latichea^ we ffiall fet out with him this 
evening for that city ; it being the nearelV port for taking boat for 
Cyprus. I was itill lo niuch out of order,- that notiung but the earned 
deiire of getting one ffep tartlier towards my native cc untry, could pof- 
hbiy induce me 1,0 leave this place. the Amor Patr'ije^ gets the 

better of every other conlideration. Mr. Doidge this afternoon addrelTed two ' 
letters to MeflT. Shaw and Garden^ complaining bitterly of the treacherous 
behaviour of Cojee RaphaeL 

The lad perfon we took leave of at Aleppo^ was our very worthy and 
faithful ; to whom, befides the 500 piadres we promifed him, we 
gave fuch additional prefents as would have made him periedly happy, 
had he not bedn apprehenfive of being robbed of them when he re- 
turned back to Baghdad^ by the very Kahier who engaged him in our fervice. 

It is a maxim of Turkijh policy, that their great men having purchafed 
their offices at an immenie expence, ffiall be allowed to lick thcmiclvcs 
whole, by plundering the effects of thofe who live under them ; and hereby 
the great end of their empire is mod effedually ferved., whic h is, to break 
tibe fpirits of the generality of the people by heavy * cxadioiis, and > 

accuftom 
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175^' acouftom them to bear all manner of injuftice and oppreiTion with a perfeft 

fuJjljjjfliOI,, 

At half paft four in the afternoon we all mounted on horfeback, and 
left the city of Aleppo \ for the firft hour and half we were accompanied 
-by the conful, and almoft all the other gentlemen of the Englijh fadory, 
whofe horfes and furniture made a gay appearance. We then halted at a 
well of good water, where we drank a parting glafs in wine or punch, ex- 
changed a mutual huzza., and then pronounced Fa/e, farewell not with- 
out the lively hope of meeting again at fomc future period in our native 
country. 

Cahtamak. We kept on a S. S. W. courfe, and at half paft eight, pitched our tent 

by the fide of a river very near to a Kaun, and not far from a village 

called Cantoman. Poor Mr. Holloway made it a point to accompany us thus 
far, though he now is, and has been in an ill ftate of health for the laft 
two years. We moft fincerely wiftv him a perfed recovery i for nobody 
can help eftceming fo worthy, fenfible, and pious a man. 

Aoguft 15. At five in the morning we again mounted our horfes, and after having taken 
an affedionate leave of Mr. Holloway, we purfued a W. S. W. S. W. and 
S. S. W. courfe, for eight hours, over a ftony road : we then got to a vil- 

Bkkish named Benijh, fcated on a hill. In our way hither, we left fcveral 

village. Other fmall places, both on our right and left. 'I'he two laft hours pafied 
away very unhappily, cfpecially with myiclf, my man Alexander, and my 
poor grey liorfe, which was one of the two, Baron Kniphaufen had prefented 
us with at Karec. The matter was ready to fink under a very excruciating 
pain in his fide, the fervant complained of being worfe in his bowels, and 
the poor horfe was feized in fo violent a manner as to fall down in the road ; 
his agonies were fuch, that at one time we determined, out of companion, 
and from a perfuafion that he never could get up again, to ftioot him ; 
after however he had lain about an hour, he lb far recovered as to be able 
to get flowly to this place. The pain in my fide continued fo bad, that 
Mr. Pigot drew fomc blood from my arm, fomented the part affefted with 
hot water, and rubbed in fome mercurial ointment. In the evening, I took 
a mercurial pill, with opium, and diluted freely. 

Auguft 16. I find myfclf better this morning, but not fo well as to proceed in 
my journey. My cafe is bilious, for every copious di&harge of the in- 
tcftinal tube gives me immediate relief in the hepatic du6ls, and lobes of 
the liver. Alexander, and the other faithful companion of my travels, my 
grey horfe, are alfo better. 

Augud 17. This morning I was prevailed upon to offer my medical ad vice .for the 
relief of a 0ck youth, the fon of the ^urk whofe roof wc are under ; but 
at noon, was told by the father, with the moft perfed compoiure, that “ His 

Jon 
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fin is gone to Faradife'^ About four o'clock m the afternoon, a 1758. 
traveller entered the village, who, a few hours before, had been robbed by 
two armed fellows of 1 60 piaftres. 

At half paft five we fet off from Benijh^ and travelled four hours and 
half through an cxtenfive grove of dead olive-trees, which had been killed 
by the feverity of the winter in the year 1756. This plantation brought 
us near to the large village of Eadlip^ whofc environs are fertile in corn Eadlip; 

and tobacco. Here are alfo [dantations of mulberry-trees, preferved for 
the Silk-worm. By twelve at night, wc had paffed by a high hill or moun- 
tain, and entered upon a large plain, called Roudge^ where is a well of 
water, and from whence wc dilcovered feveral fires at a diftance, which 
our fervants told us belonged to feme encampments of Arahs^ though they 
appeared to be nothing more than the burning of ftubble or weeds. We 
fliould have been glad to have tarried longer here, but our country attend- 
ants grew uncafy, knowing it to be the mott dangerous fpot, and the moft 
infefted by robbers of any in the whole way between Aleppo and Latichea, 

We therefore armed ourfelves, and proceeded in a more regular order 
than we had done before. 

At two in the morning we had gotten over the plain, and reached 
a watch-houfe, placed on the fide of a rock to our right. Here a party 
of foldiers is always ftationed, intended to proteft travellers paffing 
this way, who upon this account, are obliged to pay a toll. It was 
at firfl: demanded of us for every man and bcaft; but upon their 
being told that wc w'ere Eriglijhmen^ we were fufFered to pafs on, making a 
prefent of but one Sequin 10 the commjfhding officer. At half paft four 
we got to the village Shoger,, greatly fatigued with a journey of eleven hours, Shogej^, 
in which we took many different lourfes. S. one hour; S. W. three*, 

S. S. W. two and a quarter *, W. and N. W. and N. N. W. four and three 
quarters. We put up at a Caravan f<rah^ not chufing to be at the cx- 
pcnce of making prelents, which mult i ave been the cafe, had we taken 
an apartment in the governor’s palace. 

Shoger is by no means an inconfiderable place. It has a governor, a 
man of fome confeqaence, who is not appointed by the Grand Seignior^ but 
by a private lord ; the revenues of the village, and the country near ir, 
being by the imperial bounty, the property of a Vizier family. Here are 
fome Mofques with Minarets^ all feated on a hill. 

Juft before we arrived at this village, we paffed over the river OronfeSj Orontes river, 
by a ftone-bridge of feven or eight arches. The bridge is the largeft wc had 
croffed for fome time; for though tlie river is in general not very wide, 
yet at this place it occupies a large fpacc, owing to a confidcrable 
ifland in the midft of it, which occafions the water to fpread and become 
quite (hallow. The bridge is about forty yards over; but a little below, 
the Orontes is not more than twenty yards broad. From the accounts given 
' . by 
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1758. by ancient writers, I had fanided the Orw/w to be a much larger river, 
v-*v^ than what we found it to be. ^jOvid mentions it with the moft confider- 
ablc rivers in the then known world. 

Arlit ct Euphrates Babylonius, arfit Orentes, 

Tbermodonque citus, Gangefque, & Phafis, & Iftcr. 

•“ Nilus in extremum fugit pcrtcrritus Orbem, 

“ Occuluitque caput, quod adhuc latet, Oftia fcptcm 
“ Pulverulenta vacant fcptem fine flumine valles. 

“ Fors cadcm Ifmarios Hcbrum cum Strymone ficcat, 

“ Hefperiofque amnes, Rhenum, Rhodanumque, Padumque 
Cuique fuit rcrum promilTa potcntia, Tybrin.” 

Met. lib. ii. 

The Orotrtes abounds in a variety of excellent fiih. We had a defire 
to get fomc eels, but were difappointcd, although they are fometimcs very 
.plenty here. 

Jncizeek At fix in the evening we Shoger for Ingezeck, a village chiefly inhabited 
village. by Greek Cbrijlians, where we arrived at halt palt feven, after having crofTcd 
a very large and high mountain. Oun courfe was W. N. W. and W. S. W, 
Xhis evening we had a view of mount Cafms-, which is faid to be fo high, 
that on the top of it one may fee day in the eaft, and night in the weft at 
the fame time. According to Pliny., the mount is four miles high in 4 
perpendicular line. Lucan [peaks of a mount Ca/tus near Egypt. 

“ Lucifer a Gafri profpewt rupe, diemque 
“ Mifit in iEgyptum prime quoque foie calentem. 

Lucan I, Civ. Belli, lib. X. 

During our ftay at Ingezeek we made ufe of the Chrijlian Papa's houle, 
where we found every thing extremely mean. Fortunately for us, our 
conful at Latichea, to whom Mr. Baron had written a letter from Benijbt 
had fent hither a fupply of wine and provifion for us. 

• 

Aoguft 19. We left Ingezeek about fix this morning, and travelled over fuch high 
mountains, that if we had occafion to write a letter from hence, we might 
with great propriety have dated \t,from the clouds, which were flying much 
below as well as above us. Thefc mountains have a great plenty of trees 
and Ihrubs crowing on them. The fir, live-oak, crab-apple, and pear, 
are among the trees, and the myrtle among the Ihrubs. — We 'found the 
air here very (harp, and fometiraes damp. At eleven we refted near a 
watch-houfe, and continued there till four in the afternoon. We were 
ihcliered by a fine grove of fwcamores, and a plcafant ftream of water ran 
by our fide. From four till half paft five, we went on through plcafant 
vales interfefled by rivulets, whofe banks were blooming with the oleander 
and other flowers, and lhaded at the fame time with mulberry-trees. 

• 3 
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’Hence we had the pleafure to fee on the top of a hill juft before us, Mr. 175S. 
iBeaumefier xhtBritiJh conful oi Laticbea^ who, with "Nit. Jafper Crater the ^ J 
iDragoman, and his brother a doftorof .phyfic, were come thus far to meecus. 

We foon joined their company, and from the hill we were raviJhed with the 
tranfporting view of the Mediterranean fea. It is impoffiblc to exprefs the 
joy which . this delightful prolpeft gave us, and how eagerly we fcafted our- 
'I'clves on a light which we had fo long and fo palfionately fighed after. We 
began now to think that all our difficulties were at an etid, and the time not 
far off when we fliould be landed on that happy, dative Ihore, where all 
'Our hopes and wilhes centered. We continued to advance with our new 
5 companions till feven o’clock, having upon the whole of this ftage, made 
a W. S. W. courfc •, and then difmounted, and betook ourfelvcs to an 
handfome tent, which the conful had ordered to be pitched the day before, 
purpofely for our reception, near the village of Balearea. Here we found Baleaisa. 
plenty of provifion, but my indifpolition would not permit me to tafte 
of it. 


We got on horfeback before fix in the morning, travelled till nine, Auguft *o. 
W. by S. through a moft agreeable country, abounding in Indian corn, 
and plantations of olive and mulberry-trees. We met with a fmall river 
alfo in our wt^y, and fevcral runs of water. The ground was quite covered 
with myrtle and oleander bulhes, in full bloom. We alighted at the 
conful’s country houfe, which is feated on a hill ntzr the ymage Befnada^ Bbsnaoa. 
about two miles from iMticbea, and the fame diftance from the fca. From 
this fpot you have a moft delightful profpeft of the town, and of mount U~ 
banus, and of the Mediterranean. The ifland of Cyprus bears from this houfe 
about S. W. and is diftant twenty leagues,. 

The cOriful’s country houfe at Befnada, was ftored with every kind of Auguft zj. 
refreftiment, and we flattered ourfelves that notwithftanding our long and 
fatiguing journey *, we Ihould all be fpeedily reftored to our former health 


* A cable of the diftance between each of tbe capital cities and towns in our route from 
Bajfora CO Latichea* 


Bajford •— 

to 


Coma ■ 

- 75 Miles. 

Coma r— 

to 

— - 


- 91 

Cota — 

to 


Donxiana — 

— 211 

J)e*wana — 

to 


Hilla p— 

-* 62 

m/a 

to 

— 

Baghdad .. — — 

- 50 

Baghdad — 

to 


Kirtoote 

- 167 

Kircoott — 

to 

— 

Amxela 

• 54 

Arve/a — 

to 

— 

Moful 

- 49 

Uojul 

to 

— ' 

Nijibin 

- 103 

Idijihin — • 

to 



- 26 

Arin — 

to 


Diarhekir 

- 58 

Diarhekir — 

to 



• 147 

Bir 

to 

— 

Aleppo 

- 94 


to 

— 

Laticbea 

- !02 


Total of Miles 

1289 



c 
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175 ^- and vigour •, but though wc have now been here three days, to our griat 
mortification, Mr. Dc'idge^ Mr. Pye, and myfclf, ftill find ourfelves exceed- 
ingly out of order. Our whole party however, except Mr. Pigot and 
fen, made a fhift to get to Latichea yefterday with the conful. They 
learnt there, that his majefty’s Ihip the Ambufeade Captain Gttjx, is now at 
CypruSt to which illand he has lately carried a ftnall French prize. 

Augiift 24. Mr.- Doidge and I, in confequence of the above intelligence, wrote each 
of us a letter to Captain G^n at Cyprus \ likewife two others addrefled. 
to the fame officer at Scanderoen, on a fuppofition that the Ambuf- 
eade might poffibly have left Cyprus for this laft place. Mr. Doidge wrote 
alfo to Captain Evans of the Prejion at Scanderoon. Thefe letters related' 
to our future proceedings, and Mr. Deidge's were direfted on “ his Majefty’s 
fcrvice.” 


Auguftsy. This evening our good friend Mr. Baron left us in his way back to 
Aleppo-^ he will foon proceed to Scanderoon to fucceed Mr. Brown as confu), 
the latter being appointed fucceffor to Mr. Drummond at Aleppo^ when he 
fliall return for England. 


Monday, Mr. Pye was feized yefterday afternoon with troublefome blotches all 
Auguft 28. over his body, and an univerfal itching, of the Ikin, Laft night he 
fainted, but recovered again upon being carried into the open air. This 
morning he took an emetic, but has not been well all day. His Ikin is 
inflamed and fwoln, and his pulfe naturally foft, now labours greatly. At 
night he took the third part of a paper of Dr. James’ & powder : this 
Auguft 29. morning we found him almoft perfedtly recovered. 

Auguft 31. An account is juft come from Scanderoon^ that Captain Turner^ commander 
of one of our Turky Ihips there, is ill ; and that a malignant diforder pre- 
vails among the crew, which has already carried off his furgeon, and five 
private men. I find myfelf rather better to-day, my bowels are ftill in a 
weak ftate. I bathed this evening in the fea, hoping thereby to brace up 
my relaxed eonftitution. 


September i. The boat we had difpatched with our letters to Cyprus, returned this 
morning with an account, that Captain Gwyn failed from thence laft Wednef- 
day fe’nnight, to the weftward. He is fuppofed to be gone to the Eng- 
lijh fleet for fait provifions, and to clean, and get frefh orders. The reafon 
he gave for taking this ftep, was, the little probability of the 'Turjky traders 
being foon ready to fail under his convoy, becaufe of the plague ftill raging 
•with great violence at Smyrna. A letter {tom Scanderoon, in anfwcr to* 
Mr. Doidge’s, addrefled to Captain Evans, fays, “ Wc know not where 
Captain Evans is, and have not had the Icaft intelligence of late from 
Snyma." Mr. Turnery who is ftationed at Cyprus, recommends our 
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going immediately to that ifland, and from thence taking our paflage 
to yiltiiandria, from which port, he fays, .fliips are frequently going to 
Legbbrn. We are defirous of firft having fome certain account of the 
Prejien^ Captain Evans., who probably may ftill continue in thefe fcas 
to take under his convoy a part of the Turfy trade : yet we are appre- 
henfive alfo of his tarrying here too long for our purpofe, by being obliged 
to wait for the Ihips now lying at Smyrna ; and mould that be the cafe, it 
is very poffible that he will not arrive in England before the fpring, fince 
the merchant fliips cannot begin to take in their cargoes till the plague 
has ceafed forty days, and when that will be, God only knows ! 



Mr. Doidge has been treating with the matter of a Ragufan vcffel to carry September 2 
us to Malta, where, we have not the leaft doubt, but we fliall meet with 
fome of our own men of war belonging to the grand fleet. They could 
not however agree about the price. The Ragufan at firtt demanded 2500 
piattres, but afterwards came down to 2000 Mr. Doidge would only give 
him 1 500, fo they parted. 


My fellow-travellers Meflrs Doidge and Pye, being beyond meafure anxi- September 3 
ous to arrive in England, on account of the difpatchcs with which the 
former is charged to the minittry, admiralty, and the Eajl India company, 
and alfo to fettle our deceafed friend Admiral Watfon's affairs, they therefore 
(with my full confent) refolved to-day to proceed to Malta in the Ragufan 
veflel, hoping by this means to get to the commanding officer of our fleet, 
who probably might think it expedient to difpatch a frigate with them to 
England. Lieutenant Alms too, whofe expeftation of preferment prefled 
him to get home as foon as poffible, and Mr. Pigot, who wiflies to pur- 
fue his ftudies fome months next winter in London, determined to accom- 
pany them. 


Having with pain reflefted on my unhappy ttate of health, and the many 
inconveniences that mutt inevitably arife from fo many fickly people being 
crowded together in the cabbin of a veffel of only 1 50 tuns burthen, I 
refolved to tarry behind in this place, till my health fliall be better efta- 
bliflied j or till the Prefton with the Turky trade (ball fail for England, or 
a better and more commodious opportunity offers than at prefent. 

About feven this evening, my dear friends took a moft affecting leave Monday, 
of me, and foon after left Befnada for Laticbea. At eleven they embarked September 4 
in the Ragufan vcffel, and immediately fet fail, taking with them Benjamin 
Jenkins, Tony the black boy. They are to give 1800 piattres for this 
paffage to ^alta •, but (hould they on their arrival at that ifland, get cer- 
tain intelligence of our fleet being only 20 or 30 leagues to the weftward, 
then the matter on his being applied to, is to put them on board the admiral’s 
ihip, and be paid 200 additional piattres. 

C c c 2 This 
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1758. This day arrived here in the conlbrs boat {torn Cyprus^ Mt. Prejion, aJ 
young gentleman late from Jjghorn and England, in his way to Aleppo-,. 
September;, where he is going to refide as a merchant, in the houfe of Mr. Free. 


September®. I wrote another letter to Captain Evans oi the Prefton, and fent it tO' 
Standeroon r I fent alfo duplicates of the fame to Cyprus, to beg the favour 
of a padage in his Ihip. Conful Beaumefter difpatched ■ a or packet 
for Aleppo this afternoon •, 1 embraced the opportunity of writing to Meflrs' 
Drummond and Baron, and fent by the fame nreflenger a parcel which Mr. . 
Doidge had left for Mr. Shaw at Bajfora. 


Monday, 
Septemb. 11. 


We received advice from that the plague Hill rages ox Confianti- 

nople, but had ceafed at Smyrna the 5th of laft month: the 14th inftanf 
therefore will be the fortieth day from its ceflation ; the Ihips at this laft 

f )lace, we prefume, will then, according to cuftom, begin to take in their ■ 
ading. This advice, which comes from one of our merchants at Aleppo, 
farther tells us, that the Prejlon, with the Ihips under her convoy, will not' 
be able to fail from Smyrna till the ift of OHober. 


$eptemb. 12. ] thank God I am much better to-day. My pains are gone, and the flux* 

greatly leflTencd, For the firft time I now drank a glafs of tar-water, and' 
rod^ with the conful to Latichea. 

Septemb. 15. J continue to drink tar-water, and have received great benefit from it. 

1 rode again to the town with the conful, Mr. Prefton, and Mr. Jafper Cruter. 
This laft gentleman ^as fo obliging as to flicw Mr. Prefton and me, the 
marine-yard, and the mole or fmall harbour, wherein were 12 French 
Ihips, from 150 to 200 tuns burthen, whofe employ is to carry Furkift} goo^s, 
and Jew paffengers from port to port : they are called CoKovattferahs. 
We afterwards vifited the remains of two triumphal arches, which are fo 
fully deferibed in Mr. Drummond’s book of travels, that it would juftly be 
deemed impertinent in me to fay any thing of them. We then paid a vifit 
to Mr. Clinkey, who a(fts here as vice-conful for the Dutch and Germans. In 
our way to this gentleman’s houfe, we paffed through feveral ftreets, in 
which arc colonnades (mentioned Mr. Drummond) Bazars, or 

market-places, kept in good order. 


Latichea. Latichea is a pretty large town, built of good ftone got from the fea- 
fhore. It has fix or feven Mofques with Minarets, and the houfes arc better 
built than the Lurkift) ones are in general. I'he governor is appointed by 
PtitBajhacA Tripoli: He is abfolute in his power, of which he has given 
a moft convincing proof fince our arrival at Befnada, having ordered three 
criminals to be impaled, for a robbery on the highway. This punifhmcnt 
was inflided immediately upon their being taken, without waiting for the 
ledious form of a trial. 


3 


My 
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My health continues to mend. — ^This evening the whole family took a’ 1758'.' 
ride to the conful’s new plantation of mulberry and cotton trees, three ' — v— 

miles to the northward of Befjtada, znd momt Cajus appeared to be about Septemb. 14. 
20 miles diftant from it. 

To the N. E. of Lathbea, for fome miles, all the rocks near the fea 
Ihew the remains of ancient workmanlhip. Large excavations are to Be 
feen in many of them, which Mr. Drummond very properly fuppofes to have 
been chiefly Catacombs or tomb-j for the dead, though fome of them appeared 
to me, to have been rather grottos for the living. The conful and his 
company entertained us to-day with the Gereed. The figs are now ripe, 
and in confequence we have great plenty of Becca-ficca birds and Ortolans. 

They are about the fize of a bull-finch, exceedingly' fat, and the tafte of 
their flefli is generally eftcemed as exquifitely good. 

I had the mortification to hear to-day from the Patroon belonging to the Septemb. 16,' 
conful’s boat, that by letters received from Smyrna of the 2 ill ult. the 
plague then continued to rage there, and that it had made its way into the 
neighbouring iflands. If this be true, how diftant yet are my hopes of 
getting to England !' 

Letters received this day from' Mr. Drummond bring no public news. He Septemb. 17. 
fays, he writes in hafte, and intends detaining the packer, tiH lettcrs aT- 
rive from Conjtantinopk, which are daily expeded. 

We went this day to Latichea, and there learned, that two Englijh Mond.ty, 
privateers were arrived at Cyprus-, and that two French merchant Ihi'ps Stpumb. 18. 
all’o had put in there, only eleven days in their paflTage from Marfeilks. In 
a letter received* by Mr. Beaumejlcr from Mr. Conful Vrutumond^ the conful 
advifed, that he defigns being at Latichea in the beginning of Odloher., from 
whence he intends going on board Captain 'Iurner’& fliip, and failing in it 
under convoy to England.. This circumllance gives me frefli hope of the 
plague having ceafed, and of the fpcedy failing of the Prejlon man of war. 

I'his evening at ten o’clock Mr. Prejlon fet out for Aleppo. Mr. Free 
had fent a lervant and horfes for him, and Mr. Jafper Outer the Dr.i- 
goman., accompanied him.’ 

We took another ride to Latichea, where, to the fUrprize of the conful, Septemb. co. 
he learnt, that his uncle Mr. Purnel (brother to the gentleman of that name 
at Bajjora, and predecelTor as conful and merchant to his nephew here) was 
juft arrived from England, but laft from Leghorn. He travelled through 
France and Italy. 

• We fleot laft night at Latichea, where 1 found the air much warmer than Septemb. 21. 
here at Befnada. Every body complained of it; but as it was not by any- 
means to be compared with what I had lately felt, I was not in the Icaft in- 
commoded. 
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1758, commoded.— The houfe, ever fincc Mr. Purnel arrived, hath been full of 

vtfitors, compofcd of the chief Turks of Latichea, 

The following is part of a letter I received this morning from Mr. 'Drum- 
mond. 

“ I wifli your brother travellers a happy voyage, but am extremely 
“ forry you was not able to go with them. A Swede, now lying at Scan- 
“ deroon, may poffibly get fome goods for Leghorn. If that fliould be 
“ the cafe, I would advife you by all means to go in her. 

“ At Cyprus you lie in the way of all that offers ; and were 1 there with 
“ my bufinefs finilhed, I Ihduld certainly^move off with the firft veffel ; for 
“ God knows whether we may fee a convoy fooner than the end of No- 
“ vernier. 

“ At prefent my affairs are fo uncertain, that I dare not think of form- 

irtg any fcheme one way or the other. I have been acquainted with 
“ German roads in winter, but I was then young. In any lliape, your 
“ company would be a pleafure to me ; but I carry no fervant farther than 
“ Cyprus, for they can be of no ufe to a traveller. Were I to go by Leg- 
“ horn, I Ihould chufe the Sw//s road, but. all at prefent, with me, is build- 
“ ing caftles in the air. 

“ I know you have many reafons for wilhing yourfelf at home ; I there- 
“ fore hope you will meet with fome good opportunity, without a thought 
“ of me, who feem in no fliape my own matter. — Nothing promifcs more 
“ to make you eafy, than the Swede I have before-mentioned.” 

As Meff. Drummond and Purnel are both of opinion, that Leghorn is the 
place I ought to go to; and fince the convoy probably will not be ready 
till the end of November, and both myfelf and fervant are now in tolerable 
health, I relblved to fet out for Cyprus as foon as poffible ; hoping we fliall 
be better able to encounter the cold of the Alps in the winter, than we were 
the exceflive heats of Turky latt fummer. 

Septemb. 26. Yefterday I rode out in the evening with Meff. Purnel and Reaumefter. 

To-day 1 wrote a letter of compliments and thanks in my own and fellow- 
travellers names, to Emanuel, bifhop of Babylon ; and another to Mr. Shaw 
at Bajfora ; putting them under the care of Conful Drummond. 

Septemb. 27. ^ Legbcrnefe being bound to Cyprus, I agreed to take my palTage in her 

to that idand, and fent on board my baggage. Mr. Beaumejier was fo 
obliging as to accept of the two horfes, which Baron Kniphaufen made us a 
prefent of. In the evening I wrote a letter, and fent it in a boat to.C^- 

prus. 
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p^s^; to Mr. Tnrfters begging the favour of him to fecureme a j affagc in- 1758. 
the Swede bound to Leghorn, w-Ar-— ' 

K Mefs^ juft rrow arrived from Mr. Jafper Cruter at Aleppo^ brings the Septemb. 29 
melancholy news of the death of the Rev. Mr. Holloway^ and of the very 
dangerous ftate of Mr. Conful Browne^ juft returned thither from Scanderoon^ 
where he caught the infedtion. Mr. Cruter in his letter informs us alfo, 
that the plague ceafcd at Smyrna the 20th of Augujl^ but that the Prejlon 
is blocked up there by three French ftiips of war. That Captain Gwyn is' 
ordered to fail to her affiftance, but as his (liip the Ambufeade is gone to • 
the weft ward, thofe orders probably will^ never reach him. 

The wind hath been, and ftill continues foul for which circum- Septemb. 50 

ftance, (as I have fomc return of my bilious complaints) is not unlucky; 
and I am told, that the Swede will not fail for Leghorn in Icfs than three 
weeks. 

✓ 

The wind is now fair for our failing, and I am in all refpefts ready to oftober i. 
embark -, but the veflcl has not taken in her water, and the Italians will 
do no work on a Sunday. 

By the conful’s boat, which arrived this day from Cyprus^ I had the fatis- Monday, 
fadion to receive the two following letters. Odlobur z. 


Cyprus, 1 2 th of Sept ember. 

“ FOUR days after we left you, my dear AW, we arrived at this place. 
“ The news we firft learnt here, was, that the Ihips were admitted to 
“ prattique at Smyrna, and that the Prejlon was gone thither from Scio, in 
“ confcquence "of it. About tliree hours after flie got in, three French 
“ Ihips of war arrived, who had been lying in wait for her. One of 
“ them carried 64 guns, the other two were frigates. This news came by 
“ letter from Smyrna, and Mr. Turner affures me, it may be depended on j 
“ fo that in all probability, the Prejlon will be blocked up till a reinforce- 
“ ment comes from the- fleet j and that will not be, perhaps, till we carry 
“ this news to the admiral. But the captains of two privateers who 
“ came in yefterday, give us hopes that the Prejlon will fail very foon, for 
“ the^ fpoite with a boat in their paflTage hither, who told them, the cap- 
“ tain or the Prejlon had fent to Scio for a pilot to carry him out of Smyrna, 
“ and that the French Ihips were certainly gone off the ftation : If this latter 
“ account fhould prove true, it will not belong I hope before you hear of the 
“ Prejlon's being at Scanderoon. If however you do not hear of her foon, 
“ there will be an opportunity of going down in the Swede, which is now at 
M Scanderoon j (he will flop here, and proceed from hence to Leghorn, where 
“ I hear you may be certain of meeting fome of our cruifers, as that is 
‘‘ the port our fleet in common vidlual at. I have defired Mr. T urner to 

3 fend 
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1758. ** f*^*’*^ you word as foon as the Swede arrives, by a boat on purpofe, if 'no 

“ other opportunity Ihould offer at the time : this appears to me the only 
“ chance you have to get home this year. Pray God your 'health may 
“ enable you to embrace it ■! As for our ftate and condition, it (lands 

“ thus. has a voracious appetite, but nothing agrees with him •, every 

thing turns four in his ftomach, and yet he is too wile to tike a vomit. 

“ by hisown idlenefs in lying upon the deck one night, brought on his 

“ ague and fever. is as uiual, neither fick nor forry. And as for my 

“ part, I am not Tick enough to complain, nor well enough to be jolly. 
“ I have had an ugly pain in my right fide, fo very acute at nights, that 
“ I can’t lie on my left : this founds very odd, but it is even fo ; however, 
“ as I have no fymptom of a fever, I hope it does not proceed from an * 
“ inflammation of the liver : tar water and modo'ation, I hope will relieve 
‘‘ me, and carry me home at laft life and found. Pray don’t you ne- 
gleft to drink it -, depend upon it, ’twill be of benefit to you. 

“If you (hould go home in the Swede, you need not be afraid of fpending a 
“ little time here •, you will find the air agreeable, and the gentle exercife 
“ of an one-horfe chaife will do you good, which will be entirely at your 
“ command, every morning and evening ; you will find Mr. Turner a very 
“ honeft, good-natured young gentleman, who will chearfully do every 
“ thing in his power to oblige you. Should you have any opinion of this 
“ Swede, I would advife you to fend a mclfcnger to Scanderoon, on pur- 
“ pole, to know if fhe touches at Cyprus, and when flie will be here ; by 
“ this you will be better able to take your mcafuros, than by waiting for 
“ a boat of advice from hence, as her paflage may be uncertain. 

“ I was in hopes wc fhould have been able to have Jeft this ifland 
“ to-morrow, but now am afraid it will not be ’till the day after. Our 
“ captain appears to be a good-natured fellow, we do juft as we pleafe : 
“ I wifti to God ! it had been right and fit for you to have been with us ; 

however, when you do embark, I hope you will have, in every refpeft, 
“ an agreeable paflage, and that it will not be long before we meet again 
in dear Old England I from whence I hope neither of us will ever depart 
“ again. 

“ All our party defirc their kindeft compliments to you. Mr. Turner 
“ begs you will accept his j and as my friend, he hopes you will without 
“ ceremony, make his houfe your own, while you continue at Cyprus. 
“ Pray remember us all moft heartily to Mr. Beaumefler, JaJper Crater, and 
“ the Dodor and be alTured yourfclf, my dear friend, nobody loves and 
“ eftcems you more than 

“ Your truly faithful 

“ and affe^ionate 

H. P 0 IDGE>” 
*> 

* The moft alarming and a commoa diforder of the Eafl Indiu. 


“ Alms 
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** Ahm hn left his great biiMd iword behind him, which he deHres you 
** will enquire about, and take care of: pray tell Mr. Bemnujiery that 
the Turkijh cu&m-houie oificer, who took my pifliols out of my cheft, 
has not returned them i I beg he will enquire into it; and I think 'twould 
be but juftice if fuch a rafcal could be made an example of, and puniihed 
•“ for the robbery. 

“ Mr. burner defires, when you arrive in the road, you’ll fend him a 
“ note, he then will be ready at the landing place to receive you in his 
“ chaife ; don’t neglefl: doing this, as his houfe is half a mile from the 
water-fide, and you’ll find it difagreeable walking. 

“ Once more, adieu. 

« H. D." 


Sir, Cyprusy 15 Septembery 1758. 

“ I TAKE this opportunity to fend you the inclofed letter from our 
friend Mr. DoidgCy who failed, with all his company, laft night, with a 
“ fair wind ; I take the liberty to offer you my houfe, wherein you will 
“ meet an hearty welcome. When you arrive in port, pleafe to ftay on 
board the Ihip or boat which brings you, until you fend me a note, that 
“ my chaife may be at the marine to receive you. I hear that there is a 
Swede now at Scanderoon taking in part of her loading for Leghortiy and to 
fill up here. I believe it would be proper to difpatch a meflcnger to Scan- 
“ deroon to know the truth of this report, by whic{^ you may take your 
meafures : but 1 think at all events, your being here as foon as poffible 
would be beft, for this port is more in the track for fhips for Europe^ 
than Laticbea. I have the honour to be, 

« Sir, 

** Your devoted humble fervant, 

Timo. Turker.'* 

“ Mr. Doidge's exercife twice a day in the chaife, relieved him greatly of 
his pain in the fide ; a few days more he imagined would have perfedled 
“ his cure,.” 

The pifiols, mentioned in Mr. Doidge's letter, as taken out of his trunk 
by the Turkifi cuftom-houfe officer, were returned to me by the conful, 
who complained of it to the governor ; but as almoft all the ^urks in office, 
from the highcft to the loweft, arc reputed to be rogues (and with too much 
juftice) probably this pilfering Aga will fuffer no other punifhment, but the 
mortification he has already experienced, of being obliged to part with 
what, for a few days, he looked upon as his own property, however unjuU^y 
acquired. 


Ddd 
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This evening, about ten o’clock, I bid adieu to my good friends, the 
conful, and his uncle Mr. Pumel. I am beyond meafurc obliged to both 
for the great civilities they have conferred upon me during my ftay at Bef- 
nada and Latichea, but more particularly to the conful, for having provided 
me with many ncceflarics for my voyage, and encumbred himfclf and his 
houfe with taylors, &c. for my fcrvice. 

At eleven I embarked on board the Elena Fortunata brig, Giovanni FaddH 
mafter. Mr. iV»», an Irijh gentleman is the mate, and Monf. Rey, a 
Frenchman the pilot. The brig carries eight hands, and two guns, half- 
pounders. At twelve we fet fail for Cyprus, with a fair breeze from the 
eaft. At funfet the next day, twelve minutes before fix, the ifland of Cyprus 
was feen by our people ; and at twelve at night the day after, we came to 
an anchor in Saline' s-bay. 

About eight in the morning, I went on (bore at Larnica, and found Mr. 
Turner with his chaife at the water’s fide, waiting to conduft me to his 
houfe. I was foon vifited by Monf. Cruter (father to Jafper Crater Dra~- 
goman at Latichea) and by many other gentlemen, and fo.iie few ladies.-— 
This evening came in the Swede from Scanderoen bound to Leghorn •, a 
few hours however too late, for the Italian hath been before-hand with her, 
and engaged the whole of her intended freight. 

This idand of Cyprus is fituate between 33 and 36 degrees of eaft longi- 
tude, and 34 and 36 degrees of north latitude, oppofite the ftiorcs of Syria 
and Cilicia. It extends in length from eaft to weft 220 miles, and is in 
circuit about 550. The air is fo pleafant, the foil fo fruitful, and the hills 
fo abounding with metals, that the ancients called it Macaria, the Happy 
Ifland', and the inhabitants thereof being a lewd, lafeivious people, it was 
thence confecrated to Venus, who is frequently ftiled Venus Cypria and Dea 
Cypri, The firft inhabitants were Cicilians, who yielded to tl;e Phenicians, 
as they did to the Greeks. Ptolemy the laft king of this ifland,' knowing that 
was fent againft him by the put an end to his own life. It 

cohtinued in the hands of the Greek emperors till 656, when it was con- 
quered by the Saracens. In b'07, the Creeks recovered it bat Richard 
i.ft, King of England, going to the holy war in 1 1 91, . and beipg ill treated 
by the inhabitants, conquered it, and gave it to Guy Luftgnan, whofe fuc- 
celTors were dlfpoflefled by the Templars in 1306. In 1472, the Venetians 
poffefled thcmfelves of itj and in 1560, Selim the Grand Seignior took it, 
whofe fucceffors have enjoyed it to the prcfcnt time. 

This evening I took a ride with Mr. Turner, to the Salines, or naturjl 
Salterns •, an accurate defeription of which Mr. Drummond hath already given 
to the public. — To-day we went together to the Ba/ha's garden, and took 
a view of the aquedufV, by which Larnica is fupplied with water from 
a fpring at the foot of a mountain, fix miles ofti 

Mr. 
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Mr. burner 'and I dined this day with our conful, and rode out asufual 
in the evening. We vifitcd a fmall village called fuppofed to be 

built bn the lame fpot as the Citium of the ancients. The mornings and 
evenings are lharp, but the middle of the day is yet warm. 

A boat juft now arrived from Laticbea^ with a letter from Jafper Cruter, 
who is returned from Aleppo i which gives me the painful account of 
my friend Mr. Buron, and his fervant AJloore, being nigh death in a fever 
of the malignant kind, which attacked them foon after their arrival at 
Scanderoon. Captain Turner continues alfo very weak and low from 
a diforder he caught there •, and of which his nephew, and another 
young gentleman, befidcs many of his people, died. There alfo, three 
officers of the Amhufeade got the ficknefs which occafioned their deaths : 
and thither our little party had certainly gone from Aleppo^ had not pro- 
vidence kindly interpofed, and carried us to Mr. Cruter't letter 

alfo advifed, that Conful Browne cannot live long v and that Mr. Drummond 
is expefted to arrive at Latichea as this evening, or to-morrow morning. 
He defigns coming to this ifland,' in order to take his paftage with me to 
Leghorn^ there being at prefent no h^c of the convoy’s failing, as the French 
Clips continue to cruize' for them off Smyrna. 

At five this morning, I fet out on horfeback for the top of Mount Croce 
or St. Crux, in company with Mr. Turner, and his clerk Mr. Michael 
Clamfon, Alexander M-Intojh, and two other fervants. We rode about W. 
by S. for an hour and half through a plain, having paffed in our way the 
laft fet of ftone arches belonging to the aqueduft, and which confifts of 
31 to the beft of my remembrance. At fix we left the village Vajlrio 
on our right, and in half an hour, Vudia. We then began to afeend a rifing 
ground, and after riding two or three points to the northward of the weft, 
we got at half pad feven, to a fmall Greek church and convent dedicated to 
St. Athanafius, fituated between two hills j where, in the rainy feafon and 
for fome months after, is a great run of water from the mountains (called 
by Mr. Drummond, the river T atius) but the bed of it is at prefent dry. On 
the Tides of both thole hills, are the ruins of many buildings, in a{lpearance 
very ancient. Some of them are of brick, others of ftone, and they are 
feveral miles in extent. We alfo paffed by fome ruins of a more modern 
date, feated on another hill to our right. The inhabitants frequently dig 
up ftones, marble, &c. among the ruins. 

We continued riding on till half paft eight, ftill afeending, and paffmg 
between mountains covered with the pine, oak, olive, locuft {or Caruhee) 
and walnut-tree. Here were alfo the hawthorn, myrtle, blackberry, vine, 
oleander, and other bulhcs and Ihrubs in great plenty. From half paft 
eight till a quarter after nine, we continued to afeend Monte Croce j then we 
came to another convent, where we difmounted to reft our horfes. In this 
convent we found two or three Papur or priefts, one of whom was making 

. D d d 2 a pair 



Oflober ro. 


Oftober 13. 


Oflober iS. 



[ 388 ] 

1758* » 6f flioff. They Kadily gave us all the afltftance in thek power^or 

■"•v^ did they think it beneath them to take <Slr<{ of o»r bcfafts^ fuch was the 
real, or at leaft feemine humility of thefe holy rhen. y^t made free with 
the Papas kitchen uten^ to drels the viftuals are had brought with us. 


At eleven, leaving our horfes behind fbr greater fafety, we mounted on- 
mulea to vlfit the Hofy Crofs^ a church placed on the Very fummic of the 
mountain, and reached it in about half an hoOr*s ridine. We found there 
another Papa^ and a little boy. The church is fmaU, and its walls are- 
built of an iron-ftone found in the neighbourhood. Tradition fays, that- this 
edifice was ere&ed at the expence of St. "Hittna the mother of Conjtantine, 
1400 years ago •, though it plainly appears to have been rebuilt fince that 
time, for not a third part of the ancient wall now remains. They Ihcw you 
a large crofs, before which a filk curtain is drawn ; and if you will be- 
lieve the prie^, it is inlaid with a part of that very crofe on which our Sa- 
viour was crucified. Devotees never fail coming here once a year, to offer 
tip thek devotions at the Hehf Crofs. From the top of this mountain wc 
Jiad a moft delightful and extenfive profpeft over the greateft part of the 
-whole illand. We clearly faw the following places. 

Hbon. 


Corno — — 

Jjha or IJiah — • 

halt (the antient Idalium) 
Nicejia — 

Famamfta •— 

Uvadia — 

Lamica — 

Cbitty — 

Afpera — 


diffant 


1 and i 
3 
5 
7 

XI 

5 

5 

3 

3 


About one o’clock we quitted the top of the mountain, and in half an hour 
got to the loweft convent •, where we alighted, rcfrelhed ourfelves, and at half 
paft three fet out for Larmca, which is about 15 miles from die fummh of 
the mountain, where we arrived a little after feven, very much fatigued. 


Both in going and returning, Mr. Ttirner and I thought it necclTary to 
dilhiount and walk over fome particular places, the road bring narrow, and 
the precipices dangerous. Wc made the Papas at both convents a fmall 
prefent, with which they appeared very well pleafed. He, who refided in 
the laft convent, took our Doueittr fo kindly, that, mounting Itts afs, he 
gratefully accompanied us for a confiderabte way, and Ihcwed us the be^ 
turnings hi the road. 

• ^ 

Odober ao. A letter received this day by Mr. Confu! Beddmgtofiy brings the liielan- 
eholy news of the Confuls Browne and Barm being both dead. Advices 
from Laticbea mention, that Mr. Dfummd in confeqoencc of the above 
unfortunate event, and to gratify the faflory at AleppOy had determined to 

continue 
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continue there a few months longer.'r— The fame advices add, that there ^75S> 
are now five Englifl) gcn^imtn zx Alefp^s trjavcllers from Indian who are ^ 

daiiy cxpefied at Lasicha in^ theif way to Enfland^ 

I clofed to-day with the captain of tht Etena Fortunata for my own and' oaober 21. 
my fcrvant’s paflage xo Leghorn. He is to yield me the foie ufe of the great 
cabbin, and no paflcngcr is tO’be admitted into it without my confcnt. He 
is to find me alfo in fire and water, and to give me fuch other alTiftance 
as (hall lie in his power to make the palTage agreeable. On my part, I’am 
to pay him fifty Leghorn fequins in hand, and provided I (hall be thoroughly 
faiisfied with my treatment,, ten more,, on my landing at Leghorn. 

The marriage ceremony was this day performed between two young Oflober 2*- 
perfons, who were Chrijlians. It was intended to hsrve been a public affair, 
but afterwards changed to a private one, as the point of precedence could 
not be fettled between the Britijb and French confuls. 

Mr. Lumer was fo obligit^ as to trouble himfelf about my fca-ftock, and 
procured me an hogfhead of old Cyprus wine. All the wines almoft of this 
ifland, have in them a peculiar tafte of tar; this is owing to. the vineyards 
lying on the fides, or at the foot of the mountains which are covered with 
pine trees, whofe juices walked down by the rains, . impart this flavour to 
the grapes.. 

The wind blew this morning from the IsT. E. which brought the coldcft Oflober 24.' 
weather I have knowrr for fome years, and obliged me to have a fire< 

This afternoon, four of the Englijh gentlemen from India., Meflrs. Gregory., oftober 36. 
I'.ottingbamy Bailey, and Pajley arrived here, having left one of their party 
behind zxAlepp.o ; and at five o’clock they paid me a vifit. 

I returned their vifit this morning, and made them an offer of the ufc Oflober 27. 
of the great cabbin with me, provided . they were inclinable to go in the 
Leghornefe veffel. They, exprefled tbemfelves greatly obliged to me, and • 
agreed with the captain for a paflage for themfelves and fervants. They 
left Bengal in Fehruaty lad: ; touched at Karec and Bajfora, and brought a 
letter from Baron Kniphaufen addrefled to Mr. Doidge and me, which I elleem 
fo great an addition to -his former favours, that I cannot help' tranferibing 
it. 


“ Messieurs,. Karreck, \c 10 Juillet, 1758. 

“ J’ai ete charme d’apprendfe votre heureufeet prompte arrivee a Baffora-, 
“ quant aux remcrciments que vous voulca bien me faire au fujet des petits 
Icrvices que j’ai eu le bonheur dc vous rendre ici, je les attribue a votre 
“ politefie, ct vous' prie dccroire que je fouhaiterois pouvoir vous en rendrs 
“ de plus clTentiels. Le pauvre Matelot a qui vous deftiniez le prefect 

“ dc 
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1758. “ de deux cent roupies eft mprt a Bfijforfi* peu de t?ins aprdi votre depai^;* 

“ de Iprte quc jc n’ai pu mettre en osuvre, votrp gcncrmti a fon C|;ard, 

Je finis MelTieurs en voQs ibuhaleant beauooup de iante, et de cob* 
“ tentement, pour la continuation dc votre voyage dont jc ferai charme 
d’apprendre Theurcufe ifike. rtant avec uae cdnfidaratioa de« plus dif- 
“ tinguees, 

“ JMeflicwra, 

“ Votre tres humble et 

“ tres obeiflant fervitcur, 

“ KNIPHAUSEN- 

P. S. “ Je ne doute pas que Mr. Pye ne s’ennuye beaucoup de la longueur 
“ du voyage, je me rccommcndc a fon fouvenir dc memc qu’a ccluy 
de Mr. Ulm. 

“ J^ux M^turs Doidge «t Ives.” 

In Englijh thus : 

“ Gentlemek, Karecki loth of *758. 

** I was extremely glad to hear of your fafe and quick arrival at Bajfora. 
** I attribute wholly to your politenefs the thinks you are pleafed to give 
“ me, for the trifling fcrvices which I had the happinefs of rendering you, 
and beg you to believe, that I wifhed for an opportunity of ferving you 
“ in a more eflential manner. 

“ The poor failor *, for whom you defigned the prefent of two 
“ hundred rupees, died at Buffora a little after your departure, fo that I can- 
“ not carry into execution your generofuy refptifting him. 

“ I conclude, gentlemen, in wiihing you much health and happinefs, 
■“ during the remaining part of your journey. It will give me great plea- 
“ furc to hear of its being happily ended •, and .am, with the moft perfed: 
“ efteem, 

“ Gentlemen, 

** Your moft humble, and 
“ very obedient fervant,' 

« KNIPHAUSEN.” 

P. S. “ I doubt not but Mr. Pye is much fatigued by the length of 
“ the journey : I beg to be remembered to him, and Mr. Aim. 

“TV M^ieurs Doidge and Ives.” 

The four gentlemen, (my future , feUpw lyaveUers) encoui^ged hy ouf 
example, kft Btp.gd laft Ftbrnmcf \ IMd a month at B^ffora on. account of 

* This man belonged to the Butch F^ca whjch fiarded at Gpm Karfc ta fia^a, and had 
dm ffiiafortane to have his hand torn to pieces hy ^e of oaue of her di^aQii. 

3 . r,, . . , , , , 
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the! exceflive heat : paflW from thence to Baghdad., by the Euphrates, and 175^‘ 
then aver the great Defert to Aleppo, nnder the management of Ccjee Raphael, v— • 

who ferved them alfo a very dirty trick. 

They informed me, that they left matters at Bengal in a pretty good ftate; 
and that my worthy friend Captain Henry Smith had at laft been obliged, on 
account of his ill ftate of health, to follow the advice I had long before 
given him, of quitting his fhip, and had failed ioe Europe in the fame 
veflel with Captain Speke . — •! fear too nice a fenfe of honour, which poor 
Captain Smith carried to excefs, has been the means of keeping him too 
long in that unwholefome climate * I Thefe gentlemen alfo advifed me, 
that Colonel Ford was at Bengal, and that my good friend Major Carnac 
.was with him ; that Colonel Clive was foon to leave the province •, that all 
the lands agreed on by treaty with the Nabob, were delivered into our 
hands j that fince our departure, the late Meer Jaffier, now Soubahdar, had 
made another payment of the money ftipulated to the company, and other 
perfons concerned ; and that he had been confirmed in the three provinces 
by a commiflion from the great Mogul, who likewife had conferred a very 
high title on Colonel CRve, and another, though Icfs military, yet very 
honourable, on Mr. Watts. They concluded with telling me, that Lieutenant 
Cermick of the 7 'yger, and Captain Young of the army, were dead •, but that 
all my other particular friends, except Captain Smith, were in good health. 

In the evening we rode out, and vifited thofc other remains of antiquity, 
mentioned in Drummond's, travels, p. 251. We went alfo to the marine 
town, and faw the church of St. Lazarus, ThtPapas told us, it is now 1 722 
years fince he was buried here. This faint is he, whom our Saviour 
raifed from the dead. They ihewed us the end of his coffin under ground, 
and defired us to take notice of fome feraps of rags and ends of thread 
brought hither by thofe who have been favoured with the affiftance of the 
faint. The end of what they call the coffin, has been pitched or befmeared 
with fome bitumenous fubftance, defigned to impole upon the ignorant and 
credulous, as moifture ifluing from the faint’s body. 1 he church bel(>ngs 
to the Greeks-, but the Romans on St. Lazarus's, day, never fail to pcrfoi/n 
divine fervice at one of the altars. 

Thank God ! I am now in perfeft- health, which is more than I have l>e . a 
able to fay for ten months paft. I fpent fome hours this dav in taking 
leave of the feveral families 1 am acquainted with. I met by accident with 
the French conful, went with him to his houfc, and for the little time I 
tarried, was entertained very politely. 

We agreed with a cook to go with us to Leghorn, and to continue in our McTJav. 
fervice during the quarantine we (hall be obliged to perform there. The terms Odobo 30, 
are 50 dollars, and ten or twelve more to be paid him by way of Buxie 

• He died before the Ihip left the couOtty. 


(or 
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1758. (or prefent) on his^ood behaviour. This lail fum is meant to defray hit 
expences back. 

oaoberji. To-day the cook fent us word, that his wife will not let him go: 

however we Toon hired another, who is to have 60 Cyprus dollars, and Buxie 
on the fame footing as was agreed on with the hrft. 

We paid our farewel compliments to the conful in the morning, who 
with his Chancellor, returned the vidt a few minutes afterwards and we 
went on board. 


My very worthy and obliging friend Mr. 7 * urner made us a vifit on board 
the Elena Brig, and finding the captain not inclined for failing, infixed on 
taking us afliore again. We yielded, and in our way paid our refpefts to 
the conful, but fpent the day with Mr. Turner, who at our regueft, procured 
for us two hogfheads of water, ibme charcoal, and other culinary necef- 
faries, which we on examination thought the velTel wanted, though the 
captayi and pilot both infified on the contrary. Mr. Turner accompanied 
us on board in the evening, and after fuppine with us, left the fliip about 
nine •, when we weighed anchor, took leave of the ifland of Cyprus, and put 

to fea, ftccring the proper courfe for the port of Leghorn in Italy. As the 

dull detail of a fea-journal can afford but little entertainment -, it wp be 
fufficient to obferve in general, that after the moft diftrefsful and alarming 
voyage I ever madej (owing chiefly to the inexperience of our young 
commander, who had been bred a clerk in a merchant’s ofiice) we hap- 
•LEtiHORN. pily came to an anchor in Leghorn road on the 4th of December. In 

Monday, our way wc touched at MeJJina in Sicily, an ifland which affords the moft fer- 
December4. jjje plains, and one of the moft beautiful profpeds in the whole world, but 
where, though they furnifhed us with plenty of frefh provifions, we 
£ould not get leave to perform quarantine ; fo cautious are the magiftrates 
ther^ on this head, ever fince the great plague which raged in me year 
1 744, and carried off two thirds of the inhabitants *. 


* The following accurate account of tfie dreadful havoc made by the plague at Meffin* 
in the year 1 744, extracted by an Abbt from the regillers of that city, will fufficiently account 
for the extreme caution ufed by that government to guard agaioft it. * 


Name* of Pariihes. 

St. Giattma — ■ 

St. Lartuza — 

Si. Leo — 

it. Laca — ■ 

St. MatUo 

St. Ltonari — 

St. Pietro - 

St. Antonio — — 

St. Nichola — — 

St. GuiUatto 

Total 


INnniber of l 
before the |>l 


146? 

•SSS 

4548 

1398 


547° 

10378 

2210 

10699 

4114 

151?^ 


)cople Number that died 
lague, of the plague. 
1124 
1012 
3068 


999 

4370 

8302^ 

1560 


7309 

2901 

972 


43359 


31617 


Remained alive 
after t!ie plague. 

35« 

543 

1480 

399 . 

I too . 

2076 

650 

3390 
1213 
540 ’ 

1 1 742 

C HAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


The author is obliged to perform quarantine in the Lazaretto at Leghorn.-^ 
Receives a letter from A^. Doiagc, giving an account of bis party's proceed- 
ings. ^Occurrences and obfervations at Ixghotn.— -Journey to Pi(^ Lucca, 
Borgiana, aud Florence. — Oefcription of this laft place', of the Great Duke's 
palace of Pitti •, of the famous gallery of the old palace, and the fever al cham- 
bers of curiojlties ; of the chapel of St. Laurence, baptifiry^ library^ &c. &c. 
’—Journey to Bologna, Ferrara, Padua and Venice. 


VVT.E had no fooner come to an anchor in the road of Leghorn^ but 175^. 

we wrote to the Britifh conful, who foon favoured us with the 
following obliging anfwer. 

“ Gentlemen, Tuefday morning. 

I have received the letter which you were plcafed to honour me with, 

** and immediately fent to the chancellor of health for an order to the 
captain of the Lazaretto to receive you, and your fervants v which is made 
“ out, fo that you may go there whenever you pleafe. The accommoda- 
‘‘ tions will be very indi^rent ; however, I will fend to the captain of the 
“ Lazaretto, and beg of him to render you all the fervices in his power. 

“ And as to myfelf, you have only to command me, and make me as 
“ ufeful to you as poffible. 

“ When you arrive at the Lazaretto, I will take care to fend a man to 
“ you, and you may give him your orders from time to time, to buy you 
fuch necenarics as you may want. You will find him very faithful, and 
“ may give him what you pleafe for his trouble. 

“ The gentlemen you enquire after *, have not pafied this way, nor have 
I heard any thing of them. 

“ I am forty I cannot fend you any Englijh papers ; the officers of the 
** navy have carried them all away , but the bearer brings you fomc French 

* Mr. DoiJgt and hu party. 

E e c “ Leyden 
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*75^* “ L^den gazettes. Admiral Broderick failed hence with the fleet the lath' 

of November, 

It is with concern I acquaint you, that your quarantine cannot be Icfs^ 
“ than thirty clays. I have only to reiterate to you the offers of try beftr 
‘‘ fervices, and to afliire you, that I will with plcafurc receive and execute: 
“ any commands you may have for me. I am. 

Gentlemen, 

7*0 Meffrs. Ives, Tottingham, Your mod obedient 

Palky, Bailey, and Gre- humble fervant, 

goryi on board /fo Elena. John Dick.’^" 

Fortunata, in the road of 
“ Leghorn.** 

The next morning the following letter was brought to us in the Lazarstto 
from Mr. Becher^ to whom I* had been recommended by his brother at 
Bengal. 


‘‘ Gentlemen,. Livorno-^ 6 December^ *758. 

THIS being a pod day, together with the tempeduous weather, will, 
prevent my paying you my perlbnal refpefts till to-morrow*, but being 
‘‘ impatient in the mean while to fee my brother’s letters, I beg the favour 
of you to deliver them to the bearer. 

I congratulate you, gentlemen, on your fetting foot again on a Chrif 
‘‘ tian ftiorc ; ancl as I fear you will find the accommodations at the 
Lazaretto very indifferent, I beg you will make me acquainted with 
whatever you may want either for your ufe or comfort during your 
confinement; for every thing in my power, fuch as money, you 
may command. 

The bearer is my boatman, who will wait on you daily to know, and 
to fupply your wants. He is a very honed, good man. I fend you 
by him two London Magazines for your perufal, in an idle hour: 
‘‘ to-morrow I will convey to you iomt Englijh news-papers. l am, with 
refpeft, 

‘‘ Gentlemen, 

^To the Britifli gentle- Your mod obedient, 

men at the Laza- ‘‘ and mod humble fervant, 

rettod* JOHN BECHER.” 

December 7, 

Mr. Becher^ accompanied by his partner Mr. AJkew^ and another gentle- 
man named Forbes^ came to pay us a vifit. The fird repeated his kind 
offers of fcrvice. This day our quarantine begins, and not before, as our 
baggage unluckily was not brought afhore with us yederday. 

December » 

The conful, (in his coach) accompanied by Mr. AJkew^ and two gentle- 
men of the fhips of war, came to fee us. I had not the plcafurc pcrfonally 

to 



[ 395 3 

to thank them foj their civilities, having been the laft two days greatly 175S. 

diftreffed in my bowels, from a cold caught on board the vefTel, and re- » 

.newed the day we came to the Lazaretto. 

It has blown very hard all the laft night, with thunder, lightning, and December 9. 
great hail-ftones. The air fo piercingly cold, it is with difficulty I can 
keep myfelf from Ihivcring at the fire-fidc. I’he pain of my bowels is 
fomewhat abated, but I have no appetite. 

The bluftering weather is overj and a clear (ky and keen air fucceeded. December!®. 
— Mr. Pantam, and another gentleman vifued us but I was not well enough 
to fee them. 

1 wrote a letter to Mr. Becher-t relative to Mr. Doidge and his company. Monday, 
He anfwered me, that “he could not learn any thing of them, but pro* December ut 
■mifed, agreeable to my defire, to write to Venice ." — The conful by a note, 
afllires me, that neither he, nor the admiral, knew any thing of them. 

I grow better daily, though fome pain in the right fide ftill continues. December ii« 
This has been a Ihort, yet one of the moft threatning attacks I ever had 
jn my bowels ■, owing to my clofe confinement, the cold wet weather, and 
the want of every conveniency when on Ihip-board. To thefe may be 
added, the heavy rains to which we were expofed on coming afhore, and 
the extreme cold and damp air of the Lazaretto, whofe rooms have been 
imtcnanted, and without a fire for 18 or 20 days paft. 

The conful repeated his vifit with Mr. this evening. This was December i6" 

the firft time I had an opportunity of paying him my perfonal refpefts. He 
gave us great fpirits, by alTuring us, that our quarantine would be but of 
thirty days continuance-, and he added, that of thofe thirty, he believed 
he Ihould be able to get off five, provided we could refolve to leave all 
our wearing apparel behind us. With pleafure we accepted of the propofal, 
and gave our orders to taylors, flioe-makers, &c. to accommodate us with 
every thing new ; for, as Addifon obferves, 

“ A day, hour of precious liberty, 

“ Is worth a whole eternity in bondage.” 

1 thank God, I am once more happily reftored to health, — Our little December 17. 
community aflemblal this morning, and read the prayers of the church, ‘ 

offering , up our moft devout thanks to heaven for its kind proteftion 
hitherto. 

Mr. and Mrs. Le^t., to whom Mr. Pajl^ had been recommended, have Monday, 
■been very civil and complaifant, in lending us fevcral things from their DecembetiJ. 
own kitchen. — The conful too has been exceedingly kind, fcndiqg us rum 

£ e e 2 and 
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and beer ; and we are under a choufand obligations of this k$hd to Mefirs. 
Beeler and AJkevD. — A moft melancholy piece of news reached os this 
morning; that a Ragufan veflcl from fmiSt with the, Frawi'eonful and 
his family «a board, had been wrecked on the iAand of Corfic*^ and the 
whole crew Mccept fix men, perilhed. Had not Mef&s. Bailey and Gregory 
one night of our palTage, defignedly raifed a falfe alarm ^ feeing land, we 
Ihould certainly have met with the lame fate as this Ragufan veflfel. Thcfe 
gentlemen not fatisfied with the courfe we were fteering, intreated the captain 
to haul up two or three points more to the northward, which he, by the 
advice of his pilot, refufed to do but was at laft brought to it by Mr. G«- 
^»ry’s calling aloud “£««<//” which, though not at that time fecn, yet by 
the bearings of Corfica from us the next morning, it plainly ap^red that 
had we continued our firft courfe, "we muft inevitably have been upon the 
rocks before break of day. We have had dreadful accounts lately of fliip- 
wrecks in the gulph of Venice.-— GeA grant that my friends arc well 1 

Decemberzi. Heaven be praifed !— This evening Mr. Becber fent me a letter he had 
received from Venice\ which fays, that “ fomc gentlemen from/»ira, who cm- 
** barked at Cyprut in the St. Blaijfe of Ragufa for Malta^ are, and have 
“ been fome time in the Lazaretto, and will be at liberty by about the 
“ time the Legbem poft lhall return thither.”— I immediately difpatchcd a 
letter to Mr. Deidge at Venice. 

December 23. MdTrs. Bechert Afiew^ and the Rev. Mr. HnUhinfon chaplain to the 
faftory, vifued us. In tte courfe of our converfation fomc doubts arofe 
refpefting the length of our quarantine, whether it will continue 30 or 40 
days ; we hope for the beft. Many French gentlemen are in this Lazaretto, 
from whom we found that things are in a very bad fituation in France^ 
and that nothing but murmurings are to be heard among the people. On 
my obferving, that there were new fquadrons fitting out in the ports of Breji 
and 7* emlon^ one of them, fliruggingup his fliouldcrs, anfwered, “To what 
end, unlcfs to be carried into your harbours !” 

BecemberaS. This day the confui and Mr. Afiew came to pay us a vifit, and brought 
with thcili the doleful tidings of our being obliged to perform a forty days 
quarantine. However, the qonful gave us fome little comfort, by re-af- 
luring us that the five days grace would be allowed, by a change of clothes. 
We told him we were prepared for that, and Ihould rejoice at even but five 
hours addition to our liberty. We b^ged hb pardon, if he difeovered any 
degree of impatience in our anfwer, anuring him, we were perfefUy fenfible 
of his friendly endeavours and wilhes to ferve us.t-Hc was fo obliging as to 
place all we faid to its proper account. 1 could not but obferve, that three 
Cyprian birds were fuffered to be taken out of the Lajaretto to-day for the 
governor’s own ufc. Surely our naked bodies cannot be fuppofed to*retain 
-xQDre infe£lion, than the feathers of thefe animals. 



This 
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This cv«ing we, recCTved ‘a letter from the conful, as follows : “He is 175 ®* 
*• forty to accjuainc U8, of his bein^ informed by the chancellor of health, 
that the magiftiwtes of hiving received late accounts of the plague 

breaking oat at Salenica and the neighbouring places, have diredbed that 
“ the graceof hve days fhallnot be allowed us : but yet that the chancellor 
“ has advifed him to apply to the governor for our being pcrmiiied to take 
the advantage of tnem, promiung to back, his requeft:” adding, he 
thinks it vety probifole he foall fucceed. 

The captain of the Lazaretto, whofe behaviour to us has been exceedingly * 7.'?9- 
polite, having applied to the chancellor and governor, to indulge us with 
the five days grace, this morning received for anfwer, that “ the quarantine J*““* 7 ** 
“ is an amir determined upon at Flortnce, from which the- magilbacy of 
cannot deviate.” 

This morning, I received with a pleafiire not to be exprefled, a long 
letter from my faithful and valuable friend Mr. Boidge. 1 fliall tranferibe fo 
much of it, as will ferve to give the reader a proper idea of what he and 
his party underwent after their parting with mt dxLatichea. 

“ My dear Friend, P^nkty 29 December, 1758. 

I really do not know how to go about to tell you^ the fiifpriwr; thc'joy, 

*' the concern, I felt all together, at the receipt of your letter of ^hc' 2 2d 
infiant, which was brought to me laft night. Had the -pOft returned 
“ immediately, it muft have gone without my anfwer, fuch was the hurry 
“ and perturbation of my fpirits ! but I am made happy in having this 
“ whole morning to write to you, for I have a tiwufand things to lay. 

*’ In the fifft place, I moft fincerely thank God that you are fafcly 
landed at Leghirn, and hope by the route you propolc to take, you will 
“ have a pleafant and entertaining journey home j where I (hall not expeft ■ 

“ to fee you till the latter end of March, oriseginning of JpriL 

“ You might well be furprized at hearing of our being here, but you 
“ know, my dear Ned, there is no contending with fatej we endeavoured 
to get to Malta, but it was impofllble j and I alTure you we are all very 
“ thankful for our being fafely landed here, it being more than we expeded. 

“ To give you any tolerable idea of our voyage, I muft carry you back to 
“ Cyprus, from whence we failed the 14th of S^tember. We had nothing 
“ but contrary winds and bad weather all the way to Rhodes, where we 
“ arrived the 6th of Upon examining into oor ftock of provifions, 

“ we found that by being fo long out, it became ncceffary to get a. recruit, 

** as well as to fill our calks with water : this we had been obliged to do 
once before, between Cyprus, and that ifle j the rafeal of a captain having 
** moft villainoully deceived us in this article* by the account given in, 

“ before we failed. The 9th of OBober we Rhodes, ' znii Carried with 
** us our old luck, nothing but contrary winds, till wc got the length of 
3 Modott 
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“ Modotti in the Morea^ when a gale fprung up from the fouth,. and blew 
hard •, we intended to have (topped at Modon to complete our water, 
“ being reduced to the laft cade, but our captain informed us it was impof- 
“ fiblc to lie in Modon road, with that wind, .andithat he could carry us to 
“ another place more fafe and convenient.; at the fame time hinting, that 
“ he could not think of going to fca (though the wind was tolerably fair) 
“ until the weather became more moderate. He often talked of Venice., and 
“ of the wind being fair for that pott. We perceiving his drift, confulted 
“ together, as to what was belt to be done, and at lalt agreed to take ad- 
“ vantage of the foutherly wind, and make a pu(h for Venice, without 
“ Hopping any where till we (hould be forced to do fo for water. Accord- 
“ ingly we bore away, and fteered our courfe for this place ; but, before we 
“ arrived, which was not till the 8th of laft month, many were the difficul- 
“ tics and dangers we had to encounter. I often rejoiced you was not with 
“ us, hoping, my dear Ned, that you was at your cafe on board the Prejlon ; 
“ for I could not be fure of your being in the Swede. Indeed, had I the 
“ leaft thought of your getting into Leghorn, you know I would not have 
“ omitted writing to you. However, I muft again thank providence we 
“ are both in the land of the living; and I nope by and by, the re- 
“ counting of thefc difficulties and difappointments will afford u.s much 
“ pleafure. 

“ You may fuppofe I was not long here, before 1 wrote to all my friends in 
“ England ; among the reft, you will be fure I did not neglefl our friend Cap- 
“ tain Speke, from whom I have received an anfwcr, the copy of which I in- 
“ clofe you for your information. Befidcs the bufinefs it fpeaks of, it will Ihcw 
“ the high regard which that great and good man has for us both. He has 
“ fet^my heart at. cafe, for I was fearful of being cenfured for having idled 
“ away my time. 

“ As foon as we arrived here, I wrote a letter to Mr. Murray the Englifh 
** minifter, to acquaint him with our fituation, and the public difpatches we 
•“ had in our cuftody. He very gentcely fent his fccretary to us, to inform 
“ us of every thing we wanted to know. I (hall leave a letter with this 
“ laft gentleman, to be delivered to you, when you get here. His name 
is Ducket ; you will find him a very fcnfible and friendly man. 

“ Soon after we got into the Lazaretto, I recollcfted that our friend 
Baron had told me of an intimacy that fubfifted between him and a 

“ General G e of this place, and of his wanting an opportunity to fend 

“ him a calk of Cyprus wine. Now, as 1 had laid in a (lock at Cyprus, I 
“ wrote, a letter to the general, acquainting him with Mr. Baron’s inten- 
“ tions i and as 1 was under great obligations to that young gentleman, I 
“ begged the general to give me an opportunity of anticipating his friend’s 
“ defign, by fending him a calk from my own ftore, which I defired hini 
“ to look upon as coming from Mr. Baron. The general returned me his 
f ‘ thanks in the politeft terms, and very obligingly came to the Lazaretto to 
3 “ pay 
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‘^‘pay us a vifm Hebt'du^ht with him a Colonel//-^ — , who is' another ixq, 
“ officer in the fcrvice of this republic.. By this means I have made a very y , - J- J / 
“ good acquaintance with tJte general and the colonel. I ffiall take care to 
“* make them acquainted, with your name, and dare fay you Will pafs your 
“ time here very agreeable^ as you’ll be fure to nacct with fevcral EttgUJh 
“ ladies and gentlemen. 

“ We have loft no time in preparing every thing for opr journey. I (hall 
“ leave you a copy of the route we intend to take. We have been obliged 
“ to buy two carriages, but as you will not go poft, perhaps you will not 
“ be under that neceffity. Mr. DUcket is the bell able to inform you of 

that, and every thing tlfe'you want to know. 

“ Farewel, my dear Ned, and believe me unalterably, 

Y«ouf affeftionate 

and faithful friend, 

Henr.v Doidoe.” 

P. S. “ I had almoft forgotten to advile you -upon your arrival here, to 
“ enquire for Seignior Sebajlian Battagio, who will procure you the lodgings 
“ we are now in, and if you want calh, will fupply you with any fum,” 

The conful favoured us this morning with a very polite letter, touching January j. 
our difappointment of the five days grace. He faid, he had fet forth our 
hardfhip in the flrongcft terms to Sir Horace Man, the refident at Florence* 

We returned the conlulour bell ackrvowlcdgmcnts in a joint letter. 

Mr. AJkew was with us, and confirmed the account of the conful’s carry- Sunday, 
ing his complaint to Florence, and of his having particularly mentioned the January 7, 
taking out of the birds which came from Cyprus \n our vcffcl for the ufe 
of the governor, at the end of 20 days. — An opera is to be performed 
this night. 

The following lines are cur on one of the window-fliutters of our room, 
which- I here infert not for the goodnefs of the poetry, but bccaufe they 
fcnfibly ftruck me, as exadly corrclponding with my own melancholy 
fituation. 

“ Ut nox longa mihi vifa eft, cum Delia mendex 
“ Pollicita eft, curis praemia magna meis, 

“ Cum fero ad limen, frigidique fub asthcris axe, 

“ Cantarem querulis, furda puclla, tibi ; 

“ Miratufque fuam vim tanto vincier igne 
“ Trux boreas glomcrat dum fuper ora nives. 

“ Sic mihi (nam de me fateor) dulcem inter amorem 
‘ Tclluris patriae, tempora tarda fluunt: 


“ Tempora 
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Tein{>ara tarda fluunt» quz tot labentibus anhts 
“ Me vifu prohibeat cara tuo g^etrix ! 

** Ter dcnos, quatuorque dies ibl aiavus orbe 
Cotnplevit totos, alter et hie fupo’ eft, 

“ Ex quo me facum, me quovis nomine p^is 
Jam dudum immunem, career iniquus habet. 

.4' Sum pafTus ^raviora; dabit .Deus his quoque Sneiii 
“ Ut Phoebi terris craftina lux fucrit. 

“ Tsedia Gc parvo folebar carmine ; & idem 
‘‘ Ho^sl quifquis eris, fit tibi perfugium ! 

** .Duodecimo Calendas Martii, 1758. 

“ Golisjlmu.'! OICarrol, ^Htbemus.** 


piBusry n. Wc were favoured with a vifit from the conful and his lady : Meffi-s. 

jljkew and Rutherford .tccomptJuicd them. In the afternoon, the captain 
of the Lasaretto fent in his compliments, defiring -the favour to fpeak with 
'US ; on which wc began to alfume new hopes of the five days grace being 
granted. But it turned out nothing more, than delivering a compliment 
.from the governor, who had come; to the Lazaretto in the morning, intend- 
ing to tell us in perfon how forty he was that the five days grace could not 
be allowed us, though he had ufed his utmoft. endeavours with the govern- 
ment at Fhretue for that purpoife. As we were engaged -.with the conful 
and his lady at the time tne governor came, he would not come in, but 
went away, defiring that his compliments might be made to us. Sir Horaoe 
Man alfo wrote, mat his folicitations . in our aSair had been unfuccefs- 
ful. 


Monday, This evening WC were vifited by the phyfician of the place, who, with 
January 15. folcmnity, prooounccd that we were uninftlied. 

January 16. We brcakfaftcd with the captain of the Lazaretto, and immediately after- 
ward$, in a tranfport of Joy, left the place of our long confinement. 

Tlic firft perfons we paid our refpects to, were our particular friends 
Meffrs. Becber 9 x\d Ajktvo. The latter was fo obliging as to attend us in 
tlic vifits we made the fame morning to the.£»^/^ conful, to the go- 
vernor, and to Mr. and Mrs. After thefe were over, we walked 

round the mole and arfenal, dined with Mr. Becker's family, and in the 
evening went to the opera. The theatre here is fmall, but neat; it will 
hold about 700 people, and is the -property of private perfons, who let 
the boxes out to hire for the foafon. But exclufive of the feat, you pay 
for the performance alfo ; and this, by perfons of fafiiion, is cither done 
by the quarter, or more commonly by the whole fcafon. People in the pit 
pay three polls (about eighteen pence) for each night, and three or four 
feratches more to the owner of the feat.. The manager receives the whole 
money, and out of it defrays all expcnces, contracting with each after and 

mufician 
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jDufician for the feafon. The band confifts of 25 hands, among whom 1759. 
are fonje of the beft performers in Italy. The opera-drclles are made up v— ^ 

ia a good tafte, and very droll. 

The governor, confiil, and Mr. Level, returned our vifits. As foon as 
they were gone, we went to take a view of Donatello's famous ftatuc of th? 
grand duke in marble, and the four ‘Turkijh flavcs in bronze, which is a 
piece of exquifite workmanfhip. The grand duke is ftanding on a pe* 
dedal, with the father and his three fons fo chained, that at its four 
corners from the proper point of view, all their faces are at once beheld. 

The bagnio likewife is a very noble fight, and well deferving a traveller’s 
attention. 

Wc breakfadcd mthMr. Hutchinfon, who afterwards, with Mr. Level, January il. 
walked round the walls of the garrifon with us. It is a neat, compaft fortifi- - 
cation, with a wet ditch, redoubts, glacis, &c. : from the walls, we had a rood 
beautiful land and fca profpeft. We were afterwards conduftcd to fcveral 
handfome churches. One belonged to the Greeks of the Roman pcrfuafion, 
and another to the Armenians. We faw a pretty collefbon of paintings at 
Mr. Hutcbinfon'% : Among others, were fome very driking likenefles 0? the 
gentlemen of the fatdory, done by our countiyman Mr. Dance, who bids 
fair to be at the top of his profedion. At this gentleman’s lodgings, we 
heard the famous Seignior Giardini play upon the violin •, he was a pupil of 
Cartoni’&, and is looked upon as the fird fiddle now in Italy. 

In our walk this morning, I could not but take particular notice of a January 19. 
great number of horfes, which were led about drefled with ribbons and other 
©raaments. Upon my enquiring into the reafon of this piece of pageantry, 
a French gentleman who came with us from Cyprus, and now happened to be 
tipon the parade, Ihook his head, and faid, he was alhamed to inform 
me, but the faft was, that the too credulous people, conformable to an an- 
nual cudom, were leading thofe creatures to a certain church, in order to 
their being bleffed, which was done by the prayers and laying on of hands of 
a pried, who for his good offices received a pecuniary fatisfaftion 5 and with- 
out this bcnedifbion, the owners never expeft any good fervices from their 
cattle for the enfuing year. 

This day Meffrs, Becker, AJkew, Level, Hutchinfon, Dance, and Dr. Gar- January za. 
den (uncle to our good friend at Baghdad, and whom 1 made very happy in 
my account of his nephew) gave Mr. Gregory and me the plcafurc of their 
company at dinner. 

Many gentlemen and ladies of the factory, and our whole party dined January a i. 
w'th the governor to day. He is dalled Seignior Bourbon, Marquis de Monte. 

Uisfalary is 1000/. per annum, exclufive of hishoufe, firing, wines, and 

F f f many 
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l'; 59 * otW articles, afhich are provided for him gratis. He has likewiftr 

> an isnual prcfcnt from the Jtvofy who carry on a great trade here. Caf^ 
tains of (hips alfo, and their owners, are noc vmminiafui of paying him trt* 
bute. He prefides over the inqoifition and other courts •, and has an unr 
limited power to reprieve or pardon, 

Leghorn is fituated on what they call an illand, made £> by an artiBci^ 
canal which runs round the walls, and at length communicates with the 
river Arno. There arc faid to be 50,000. inhabitants in this place, of whom 
drey reckon 14,000 are Jews i ^fe live in a part of the town by them- 
fclves. Some of them are rich, and keep their carriages } but what is very 
remarkable, they arc never fuffered to be driven by a coachman fitting on a 
box, but by a poililion only. The trade of Leghorn is dill very great, , 
though of late years it has been much Icflcned by Genoa^ Civita Veechia.,. 
AstmOy and Naplesy. being declared free-ports, * 

January zj. At nine this morning, a letter was put into my hands fibm a friend in 
England, dated the 28th of December laft, bringing the moft melancholy 
tidings of the death of my dear and only furviving parent, whofe face above 
all things I once more defired to fee. The good natured reader will eafily 
conceive what 1 thought, and felt, on this afflicting occafion, andfpare me 
the trouble ©f deferibine it.. During the whole time h had been feparated 
from her, I had formeato myfdf thecxquifice fenfation of comforting her 
in the decline of life, and had often fighed out. in the ardour of my l^art,, 
and in the fpirit of poetry, and of Pope, 

“ Me let the tender office long engage 
“ To ropk the cradle of repoung age ! 

“ With lenient arts extend a mother’s breathy. 

“ Make languor fraile, and fmooth the bed of death ! ' 

“ Explore the thought, explain the afking eye, 

“ And keep awhile one parent from the Iky!**’ 

But heaven thought not poper to indulge me in this perhaps my too > 
paffibnate reqpft; and to its decrees, . how rigorous foever,,! am' taught to> 
fubmit.. 

In the evening we took leave of all thofe whofe. ftatioo, friendAip, or ac* - 
quaiotance made it nccefiary. 


* Mr. Addifon, .who was here in the year 1699, fpeaks of the great duke bting thin und^f ~ 
apprehenfiont of the fopt'i making Civita Vtcehia a free port, .as it might in tioie prove .very" 
prejndicial to irfifrara. Anorson’s travels, page #28. 
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At ten o’clock this morning* Meflrs. Gregory^ Bailey^ and myfelf, 1759. 
'with our fcrvants, in three poft chajfcs left Leghorn for Pifa, accompanied 
hy our obliging friends Meflrs. Becher vei^JiuUhinfon. I'he road between *+• 
thefe two places runs partly through a feiry pleafant wood, and partly 
through the moft delightful valley that poflibly can be conceived. The 
profpeft to our right, was that of an unDounded plain ; while that to our 
left, was terminated by the Apennine mountains, many of whofc tops were 
covered with fnow. * After we had left the wood, we entred upon the 
plain, and got to Pifay by dinner-time. 

Leghorn has almoft depopulated the city of Pifay which if compared with Pu*. 
its former Bourilhing ftate, may be now truly faid, to be without inhabi- 
tants. We did not omit to vifit the much talked of leaning or hang- 
ing tower, whofe inclination has been at length determined by judi- 
cious artifts, to be entirely owing to the foundation’s giving way. This 
tower ferves as a belfry to the cathedral, and ftands but at a little diflancp. 
from it. The cathedral is a large, noblfc, gothic pile of building, and 
its baptiftry or dome, and three brazen doors done by John of Bologna, can 
never be fufficiently admired. St. Stephen's hofpital, and the beggar’s church, 
arc likewife worth feeing. 

We dined at a public houfe here j and at three o’clock parted with our 
two friends Meflrs. Becher and Hutchinfon, who returned to Leghorny while 
we went on, for Lucca ; where we arrived juft before the Ihutting of the Lucca. 
gates, having travelled over the fineft vale, and the beft cultivated fidds and 
vineyards, that imagination itfclf can poflibly conceive. Lucca is a well 
built city, and though the ftreets are narrow, they are well paved. Its 
iituation is delightful. 

We left Lucca at half paft feven, for Borgianuy which is a journey of two January 2 j. 
pofts. We got to it at half paft nine, having ftill the fame delightful Bokgian.i 
country to pafs over, diverfificd by many a pleafant villa and little town. 

Among the laft were Manze and Lontina on our left, and Saint Maricma- 
Cotey to our right. 

Borgiana is a neat country town ; we .took horfes there for Pijloria or Pistoria. 
Pizoria, and reached it about one in the afternoon. This is a walled city, 
and famous for the battle fought near it, between Anthony and Catiline, in 

♦ Horrebat glacie faxa inter lubrlca fummo 
Pifkiierum c(clo mifeens caput Apeninus : 

Condiderat nix alta trabes, & vertice cello 
Canus apex furgebac ad ailra pruina. 

SrL, Ital. lib, iv, * 
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1759 * which theiattcr was defeated, and killed * •, but we palTcd by without goio^ 

'—V—' into it, having changed our horfes and poftilions at an inn without the 

gates: we proceeded on for anoriier walled city. The people of* 
the country through which we travelled to-day look gay, and there appears 
a certain air of chcarfulnefs and content in all^ their countenances. The 

women are handfome, and at the fame time induftrious : we faw none of 

them but were bufily employed, either in the work of the fields, or fpin- 
FtoRENCE. ning and knitting in their houfes.. We arrived, at Florence about half paft 
feven in the evening. 

Jaauaiy a6. We made it ourfirft bufinefs this mwning to wait upon Sir Horace Man' 
the JSrtVtTlh envoy, who received us very politely. We afterwards vifi ted the 
great duke’s palace of PUtu It confifts of a body, and two wings, built of 
none, with Tafcan pillars and ruftic work. The wings contain chiefly bed- 
chambers, but the rooms in the center are filled with a variety of paintings,. 
&c. done by the mod celebrated mailers. 

I Ihall only mention thofe that ftruck me mod fenfibly. 

JUttiocbus znd Stratonice, by Pietro de Cartona. -{• 

Four large piflurcs, reprefenting death, purgatory, judgment, heaven; 
and hell, by the Chevalier Kafcini of Sienna. 

A Judith., with Holifernes'% head in her handi 

The Saviour of the world, \yj Marroebe. 

A hdars going to war, by Rubens. 

The three Deftinies, holding, fpinningi and cutting the thread' of life, 
by Michael Angeloi 

A Cleopatra in Affliftion, by Guide. 

Our Saviour at fupper with his twelve Apoftles, by Bonifacio. 

A Virgin Mary with a little JefuS), by Titian. 

Another fine piflurc of a Madona; and the infant Jefus in her arms, at* 
tended by two angels, who are reading a fcroll. 

The rape of the Sylvan nymphs- by Satyrs; by Rubens. 

Two pidures by Salvator Rofa. One of them reprdents a Sea-port 
crowded with fhips and gallics. The other is alfo on a marine fubjed. 

A portrait of Cardinal Bentivoglio, by Vandyke. , 

A fine pidure of St. Francis. He is reprefented to be in a dark room, 
with a ray of light flriking upon his hands and face. This circumftance 
has a wonderful elfed. 

" Beliquos Catilina per monies afperos, magnis- itineribirs, in a^rum PiftorieDfem ab* 
ducic. Sallufiii Btlium Catalinarium. 

t The Hiftory of this pifkure is related at large in the yth volume of Rtllin’s ancient kif* 
tory.— Alfo Plutarch in Demetr. p. 906, 907. 

A' St. 
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A Si. Sebafiiem. The three, arrows which killed him are reprcfented as I759i 
nicking in his flefh *, the exquifite torture he is in> and indeed all the airs 
of this pidure, are wonderfully cxprelTed. 

A fine Magdalm, by Purina. 

A dead Cbrifit by Cigfilk 

A St. Jobny St. Mary-, with, a VxtiXtJefus in her arms, and St. Francis- 
ftanding by them t done in 1517, by Andrea del Sarto. 

A St. Ann, teaming her daughter to read by Solomani a NeopoUtan, now 
Kving.. 

Four large Battle pieces,, by Boargenini'. 

Our Saviour, and four the Apoftles, by Bartolomeo: 

Cain flaying by Scavona. 

A Ltttber,. Calvin, and Calvin’s wife i this laft is reprefented as a beau- 
tiful nun, with golden diihevclled hair, on whom Calvin is tmde to look 
very wifhfally.- — This pi<5ture was done by Cirgoni. 

But the moll valuable piece in the whole palace, is the incomparable 
Madona de la. Segiola, or the Virgin Mary in a chair,, with Jefus in her 
arms. This is a fmall picture, but is elleemcd by connoilTeurs to be the 
bell in the whole world •, it was painted by Raphaeli Forty thoufand 
dollars,: fome fay fequins, have been offered for it j but if they were 
dollars only,., this picture muft be worth about nine thoufand pounds 
fterling. 

There arc alfo in this palace many pieces of exquifite workmanfhip in 
the other arts. Such in particular are four beautiful Alto Reliefs in ivory. 

The firft reprefents the Rape of Venus by Mars. The fubjeft of the 
fecond is the well-known ftory of Bacchus znd Ariadne. *The fable of 
Ceres looking after her daughter, is reprefented in the third. And in the 
fourth, Silenus is depi^ured as fitting drunk upon his afs. -f Here 
are alfo four pieces of admired workmanlhip in bronze, done by Faguri. 

Their fubjefts arcj our Saviour at the well with the Samaritan woman 1 the 
Prodigal Son returned to his father the appearance of God unto Mofes in 
the burning bulh ; and another piece of Scripture-hiftory which I have now 
forgotten. Thefe, and a thoufand other things, perhaps ftill more curious, 
are to be found in. the palace of Pint. 

We had the honour of a vifit to-diy from the Earl of Northampton, and 
another from Sir Horace Man. At night we went to the opera, where we 
were furprized to find the performers in every refpeft greatly inferior to 
thofe at Leghorn. 

In the morning wevifited the Earl of Northampton’, and afterwards went January 27. 
to fee the old palace, which is juftly efteemed the greatell repofitory in the 

• For this fable of Cem, vide Ovid. Paft. lib. 

i Venerat &'pando fenior Silenus afello. 

Ovio. Faft* 


world 
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1759. world of both ancient and modern curibfities. 1 fhall here, as tn my Ae- 
feription of the new or palace, only mention fuch pieces of fculptute 
or painting as, at the time 1 viewed them^ tnade^on my mind cheftrongeft 
impreflions. 

Hercules lifting up Antaus from the earth. 

A Roman foldier carrying ofr a Sabine woman fcy force, and trampling 
the hiilband under his feet, f — Thefe two, with another of Dat/id, foind 
in the court of the palace, and all 'three are "larger than life. 

On the floor of the gallery, on one fide, are placed bulls or llatues “df 
all the Emperors of Rome, ftandirtg on marble pedeftals *, and oprpofite to 
them arc their Emprefles or wives. The feries wgins With Julius Cafnr 'in 
bronze, and ends with Conjiantine in marble. They all deferve to be taken 
notice of, either as fingular in their kind, or admirable for the excellence of 
their fculpture. In the fame gallery, is a Romm Cenfor in his robes. 

A Morpheus afleep in toueh-ftoo'e. He lies On his back, has wings, and 
holds a bundle of pbp()y in his hand. 

A Veftal'ivcgxn •, her head and fide of the facets hidden by a flowing veil. 
In her right Hand fhc bears a torch (reprefenting the holy hre) and in her 
left a cup. 

A Roman Gladiator, admiring his lately gotten prize. This is a noble 
piece of fculpture. 

A Seneca. 

Jupiter and Ganymede. J 

Jupiter Leda. % 

The nine Mufes. 

Calliope, .the Goddefs of Mufic. 

Urania, the Goddefs of Aftronomy. 

A Chimara in brafs. — It has a Lion's head, a Goat’s back, “the hinder 
parts are thofe of a Dragon, and on its feCt are Eagle's daws. 


• Propirtiiu has taken hotice of this very ftatue. 


— — luflantum in pulvcrc figna 
Herculis Antsique. 


Lib. iii. miL 


, “Ct raptas fine iiiore Sabinas 

ConceiTu cavea;, magnis Circenfibus ai^is, 

Addiderat.' — Vi rc. J®ncM.15b. vifi. 


J Intcxufque puer frondofa regius Ida 
Velocis jaculo cervos curfuque fatigat 
Acer, anhclanti fimilis ; quem prxpes ab Ida 
Sublifne'to pedibus tapuit Jttvis Otitis. 

Viito.'liEneld. lib. V. 

^ Dat mihi Leda Jovem eycno decepta parentem, 

Qux falfam gremio crcdula fovit avem. 

Ovid. Epilt, xvii. 


Cafiot 
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and FdUux. TKcy arc joined at their br^aft's, denoting the brotherly *759. 
that was between them. v — »— 

k.l 4 o€don and his two Sons. — This is in bronze j a very large and fine 
piece of Iculpture, and copied from the original ftatue that ftands in the 
Belvidfra at Rome. • 

Apollo flaying Marjias., who is tied by his hands to a tree, for pretending 
to rival the God in Mufic, f. 

The famous wild Boar. 

The God in porphyry. % 

A Narcijfus, admiring his own ftiadow. § 

An jEfculapius — pointing with the fore-finger of one hand, and' holding' 
a bundle of herbs in the other. 

Vtms, with Cupid in her lap. 

A ftatue of an EtruJ'ean Nobleman, commonly miftaken for Scipio. It is 
in bronze, and has fome charafters that fpeak it to be ’TufeoH. 

Annius Verus, the Son of Marcus Atrelius. He died at fix years of 
age. 

A Mars.— A Mercury.^ A Baahus. 


-immenfis orbibus angues 
Incumbunt pelago, parlterque at lictora tendunt; 

Laocootua petun: : & primum parva duorum • 

Corpora natorum fefpens amplexus uterque 
Implicat, & xniferos xnorfu depafeitur artus. 

Foil ipfum, auocilio fubeuntem ac tela ferentcm 
Corrii^iunt, rpirifque li^^ant ingentibus : & jam 
His mediuni amplexi, bis collo fquamea circum 
Tcrga dati, I'ueerant capitc k cervicibus altU, 

IJle limul roauibus tcndlt divellere aodos, 

Perfufus fanie vittas atroque veneno : 

Clamores fimul horrendoo ad fidcra tollit. 

ViRC. iEneid. lib. iu 

f Qaem Tritoniaca latoiis arundine vi£lani 
AtFccit pcena.' 

CJamanti cutis eft fummos detepU pet artus : 

Ncc qHcquam, nifi valnus, erat. Cruor uadlque manat, 
Detcaique patent. nervi i trepidaeque fine ull^ 

Pelle micant. venae. Ovid. Metao), lib. vi. 

j:!Paiia Dtutn pecorig vetercs colui/Te feruntur 
Arcades. Arcadiis plurimus ille jugis. 

OvjD, Fall. lib. ji, 

.1. — -vifae corieptus imagine form*, 

Rem fine corpora amat— — 

Addupet ipfe fibi : vuUuqqe imniptus ^pdetn 
Haeretr— • 

Speflat incxpleto mcndacem lumine formam : 

Pcrqqe oculos peril ipfc fi\Qs<, ^ 

OriD.Mctam. iib. iii. 


An 
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An Alexander t looking upwards* with an air of grief or 'pain in his coun- 
tenance. Mx. Addifon that the fculptorhad in his thoughts the 

conqueror’s weeping for new Worlds ; 1)01 others think, that he is here 
reprefented as recovering from a grievous blow which he had juft before 
■received. 

The Judgment of Paris . — The ftatues of Juno, Venus, and Pallas, arc 
placed near him, and are fo difpofed, that Paris who has the apple in his 
hand, is made to givi: the preference to Venus, by fixing his eyes upon 
her *. 

A Minerva . — A Flora. 

An Apllo, with a bow on his (boulders -f. 

A Prometheus X- 

An Endymion, gazing attentively on the moon §. 

A drunken Bacchus, with a cup in his hand, done by Michael Angelo. 
This is the only finiflied piece of his in the whole gallery ; and here he 
exerted all his powers, co convince the world that the abilities of men in 
his age, fell not (hort of thofe of the ancients. We were defired to obferve, 
that one of the arms of this ftatue was joined by a cement to the trunk ; 
and were told, that Angelo himfelf had purpofely broken it off, as foon as 
he had finifhed his work, and after fecrctly burying the remaining part of 
the ftatue under ground, where he fuffered it to lie for fome time, he then 
caufed it to be dug up as though by accident, and fent it to the pope’s court, 
where it met with univerfal admiration, as a moft finifhed piece of antiquity. 
Angelo was foon afterwards fent for to Rome, to partake of the general 
fatisfaftion which this new difcovery had created, and after he had fuffici- 
cntly diverted himfelf with the ignorance of thefc pretended antiquarians, 
he at length thought fit to clear up the whole affair, by producing the 
arm. Other writers have indeed related the fame ftory concerning a 
Cupid. 


* At Venus 1)0c pa£la ell : & in alts vallibus ids 
Tres tibi fe nudas exhibuere Deae ; 

Unaque cum regnum, belli daret altera laudetn | 

Tyndaridos conjux, tertia dixit eris. 

Ovid. Epift. xvH. 

f Nunquam bumeris politurus arcum 
Delius k Patareus Apollo. 

Horat. Carm. iv. lib, iii. 

j . per iota novem cui jugera corpus 
Porrigteur, roHroque immanis vultur obunco 
Immortale jecur tondens, fecundaque pesnis 
Vifeera^ rimatur^ue epulis, habitatque fub alto 
I’e^ore ; nec £bris requies datur ulla renatis, 

ViRG. ASneid. lib. vi. 


{ LaUnius Endymion non eft tibl, Luna, rubori. 

Ovid, Artis Amat, lib. lii. 


Here 
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H<re W otjh^r begpn by A»g«lCi jacv«r 

i particularly pjbc of the vounger £r«(«r, on wfit^ is mfcrib-ed a 
Latin verie, ill excule for the fculptor’s not going shrough with his pork. 

The reafon afliencd, is Brutus's crime in murdering hU friend and bcnefaAor 
Julius Cafar j but the true reafon why this, and the fevcral other ll^ucs 
by Michael Angelo were not finilhed, probably was, becaufe he was cabled 
off frona time to rime by his matters, the popes, who fee him about other 
performances. The laft ttatue. I Ihall take notice of in this gallery, is a 
very fine one of Bernini’s miftrefs, done by himfelf •, in which he has been ib 
exa<tt as to flicw a fmall fear in her face, occafioned by a fcratch he gave 
her at a game of romps. Two magnificent marble pillars ttand at the end 
of the gallery, on which fevcral Roman arms and implements of war ase 
curioufly wrought. 

At our return to our lodgings, we had the plcafurc to find Mr. T otting- 
ham there, who was jutt arrived from Leghorn. 

This morning we made a fecond vifit to the old palace, and were (hewn January 28, 
the feveral chambers of curiofities, that ttand on the fide of it. The 
firtt chamber, which is about forty feet fquare, and of a good height, has 
its walls decorated with portraits or the great matters in painting, each of 
whom drew his own pidure, and fent it to this colledtiqn. The fecond, is 
almoft full of fine old china, and has a large touchftone table, cu- 
rioufly inlaid with oriental ttones of different kinds and colours. The 
third is made up of different relicks of antiquity, dug out of the ruins 
of Rome. In the fourth, you aie fliewn a corona muralis, and a corona 
radialis with only eight Ipikes. Mr. Addifon very juftly obferves, that the 
ufual number was twelve, and quotes the following lines from Virgil to 
prove it : 

I II — .1 ingenti mole Latinus 

Quadrijugo vehjtur curru >, cui tempora circum 
Aurati bis fex radii fulgentia cingunt. 

Here alfo I had the pleafure of feeing an ancient /Egyptian Sijlrum 
This, and the two foregoing articles arc of brafs. The fifth chamber, is an 
oftagon > where I could not but take particular notice of two young 
Morpheus’s in white marble, as it ferves to invalidate an obfervation of Mr. 

Addifon’s, who feems to intimate that the God of fleep was never reprefented 

* Regina in mediis patrio votat Agmina Siftro. 

» Viac.iSneid. lib. ix< 

■ ' I quid nunc ^gyptia profunt 

Sidra ? " ■ i ■■■■■ 

Ovid. AnoTum, lib. iii< 

by 
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r'759* of the ancient fcalptors, but in black marble. Here was alfo the 

famous ftatue of the Roman flave, liftning, and whetting his knifc» Which 
il hdd in high eftimatipn. 

and five other deities in bronze, by of 5eA>g’»<r. 

A Fenus in porphyry. 

A lar« fawn in marble. 

Another fine marble ftatue of what is called the “ two wreftlcrs.” 

An Hermaphrodite lying afleep on its fide, but in fuch a manner as to 
partly difeover the male parts. The large breafts and hips declare alfo its 
feminine participation.— This ftatue was made after that celebrated one in. 
the Villa Borghefe, 

A Priapus-y four feet in length, and three feet one inch in circumference. 
Around this ftrange and obfeene figure, the twelve confteilations are 
reprefen ted. 

A Reman conftil fitting. — This is the ftatue taken notice of by Mr. 
Jddifon, as having the large ring upon his finger; which, he tells you,, 
reminded him of Juvenalis expreflTion “ majoris pondera gemmae.’’ 

A Jupiter tonans. 

A buft of EuripideSy the famous Greek tragic poet. 

Three marble bufts of Homer, found in Leghorn road. 

A fatyr, by Michael Angelo, not quite finilhed. 

Three pretty babes afleep, and refting their heads upon one another. 

Over the door is a moft excellent buft of Oliver Cromwell, in plaifter of 
Paris ; from which many copies have been taken. 

Another very remarkable ftatue in this collcftion, is the juftly celebrated 
Venus of Medicis, fo called from its being in the poficfllon of that family, 
of whofe incomparable beauty of fliape, air, and pofture, fo much has been 
faid by all travellers. She is here ftilcd “ Venus ViSlrix,' to diftinguilb 
her from two other Venus's which ftand near her. One of thefe is called 
** Venus marina," the other ** Venus calejlis and both, have a covering 
round the waift : the firft: is quite naked. 

In this room you are alfo fliewn a great variety of excellent paintings : 
ftjch as John the Baptiji, by Raphael ; he has a tyger’s fkin about the 
waift, and is fuppofed to be in the wildernefs ; he is painted very young* 
not more than fixteen or feventeen years of age.: — hard Southwell, 9,nd Martin 
Luther, by Holbein,. 

Two much admired paintings by Titian. One of them is a portrait of 
his own wife, whom he has drawn at full length, lying on a bed, ^ndas 
naked as ftie came into the worlds The other* is of a moft beautiful girf,. 
a favourite miftrefs of a great duke, who is alfo painted quite naked. The 
portrait of Litian's wife ftems to be alive, and is as finiflied a piece'^of the 
painter’s art, as the Venus of Medicis is of the fculptor’s.— Many copies both. 

ef: 
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of the ftatue and pidure are to be feen in private families, efpecially in 
thofe apartments where company i^ generally entertained. 

Three excellent night-pieces by Schalkin : iind a fourth by Francis Douven 
a Palatine. — A nurfe teacliing a child to read by candle-light, a friar ftands 
behind them, warming his hands at the fire: the light of the fire firiking 
upon the perfon of the friar, is admirably well executed, as is alfo that of 
the candle on the nurfe and child. 

The laft curiofity that was (hewn us in this o£lagon room, was Cardinal 
Leopold's cabinet of female beauties in miniature, done by the beft 
painters of the age he lived in. The cabinet has fixty drawers, with fevcn 
hundred pidures in each, all fet in filver. 

There are three or four other large chambers which are adorned with 
cabinets, tables and other pieces, inlaid with ebony, ivory, wax, lapis 
lazuli, amber, agate, and precious (tones, but as all voyage writers and 
authors of travels are full of thefe, I (hall pafs them by, taking notice only 
of four or five paintings which are exquifitely fine. 

John Baptiji's head in a charger, by Caracci. 

Mars and Venus, by Rubens. 

Charles the fifth, emperor of Germany, and an Italian lady, by Vandyke', 

Adam and Eve, by Albert Durer. 

Over the door of one of thefe chambers, are the portraits of the great 
Duke of Marlborough, Prince Rupert, and Lord OJfory, done by our country 
man Sir Peter Lilly. 

In the afternoon we went to the baptiftry, which is an odagon, and was 
once a temple dedicated to the god Mars. It has three brafs gates ; one 
q( them was the work of Ghiberti, a Florentine, with many feripture (lories 
in Bajfo Relievo. The famous Michael Angelo, was fo (truck with its beau- 
ties, that he pronounced it worthy of being one of the gates of Heaven. I'he 
other two are alfo very handfome, but greatly inferior to the former.— We 
then drove to the Dotna church, which is a large Gothic cathedral. The 
Rotunda was the firft of its kind, and fo much admired by Michael Angelo, 
that he in part took from it the model of St. Peter's at Rome. In this 
church, .a Johannes Acutus (as he is called) is painted in Frefco, on horfe- 
back. He was an Englijhman in the Florentine fervice, and behaved very 
bravely. His proper name according to fome was Hacluit, by others. Sharp, 
which the Italians rendered into Latin by the word Acutus. 

We next vifited the Annunciata, a very neat church, with a gilded roof, 
a.id many fine paintings. The Madona del Sacca here is much admired. 
We then repaired to St. Croce, a Gothic pile of building; the moft remark- 
able things in it, are two fuperb monuments, one of them was crefted to 
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If 59- nifcmorf of Mcbad aiid has th«€ orftartiental ftatGcs about if, 

done by tliree of his fcholars, reprefenting painring, fculpturej arid archi- 
tefture. The other is oppofite to it, and was dcfigned for Galileo the 
famous geometrician and phiiofopher. 

Monday, We ^cnt this morning to the famous chapel of St. Laurence., which was 
January *9. {jegun an hundred and fifty years ago, and yet remains unfiniihed ; nor is 
it. probable that it ever will be compleated. This is the burial-place of the 
great dukes of the family of Medicis. Adjoining, is a prodigious large 
oftagon building, with an high dome, which is looked upon as the greateft 
dbfign now in the world, Kaeh fide of the oftagon has a moft magnifi- 
cent tomb or monument, with pilafters of Corinthian and compofite 
orders, and ornamented in the moft elegant manner with the arms of 
the family, curioufly wrought in a great variety of marbles ; whole 
fine colours, ekquifite polifliings, .and nice difpofitions, intermixed with 
oriental ftohes and ores, would make one fufpeft the whole to be the work 
of feme great mafter in painting. This building is finiihed from the ground 
to the upper pare chF the odagon, and beginning of the dome} the fcaf- 
folding is ftill ftanding, but no workmen have been employed for thirteen 
.years. 

We were then fheWn the library, fo much celebrated for its large and 
valuable colledion of manuferipts, in the Greek, Latin, and other dead 
languages. There is one of Virgil, written in the fourth century ; in the 
whole, there are at leaft three thoufand volumes all written on vellum, and 
in the moft elegant charafters. 

Out party had this day the honour of dining with Sir Horace Man ; and 
were fo fortunate as to meet there, the Earl of Northampton, and his gover- 
nor, with Mr. Anderfon, Mr. hVyte, and Mr. Henry, all Englijh gentlemen 
on their travels. — Our converfation turned chiefly on the glorious and un- 
interrupted feries of fuccefs, which had lately attended the Britiflo arms in 
all parts of the world. A theme of this kind could not fail of affording 
a peculiar fatisfaftita to a company of Engtipmen, thus accidentally met 
together in a foreign land } but more particularly to me, who after fo long 
arid painful an abicnee, was once more going to be made happy in a fight 
of my native country, and at a time too when her reputation was about to 
be railed higher, than ever before, in the annals of Great-Britain. 

Jatui.iry jo. Mr. Nottingham being obliged to fet out from hence this day on his 
return to England, I rclolved to-accompany him ; and about eleven o’clock 
in the morning, (having previoiifly taken leave of all our countrymen in 
general, and of our friends Meffrs. Gregory and Bayley in particular) w& 
left Florence, and after a very troublefome and dangerous journey of two 
days over the Apennlne mountains, we arrived at the gates of Bologna.* Tiie 
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extreme ruggednefs and diffiailty of the roads, often put us in mind of the * 759* 
following lines in Silius Italicus ; 

“ Qiiogue magis fubiere jugo, atque evadere nifi 
“ E'.rexere gradum, crefcit labor, ardua fupra 
“ Sefe aperit fclTxs, Sc nal'citur altera moles.** 

The city of Bologna^ for extent, and the number of inhabitants, and the BotocNA. 
importance of its trade, is the principal next to Rome^ in all the ccclcfi- 
aftical ftate. It abounds in magnificent buildings, and is likewife famous 
for the numerous collcftion of excellent paintings, mailer pieces of art, 

•which are to be leen in it i but the emotions which were then felt by my 
companion and me for fpcedily getting home, were fo powerful, that we 
were obliged to deny ourfelves the fatisfaiflion and pleafure of fcafting our 
eyes with them. 

The Bologncfe women of falhlon wear a veil or mantle of black filk oveV 
their heads and fhoulders, which comes down before as low as their waift. 

Tiiey make life alfo of a black filk apron, a petticoat of the fame colour, 
and a jacket of cloth, with open flceves, which are turned back on the 
arm, and laced. They wear no caps, their Iiair is braided, and being 
circularly placed on the crown of the head, is fnftcned with long needles 
or pins lludded with gold. But the moll prevailing falhion among them 
is tlie wearing gold car-rings ; and in the winter months they never fail to 
preierve their hands from the cold by a little muff. The country girls 
are not fo fair here, or fo prettily featured as thofe of ‘Tufeany^ though their 
drefs appeared to be much the I'anoe. They have a bodice, and over it a 
ftiort jacket either of coarfe fluff ot cloth. A white handkerchief covers 
the breafts, and another is pinned clofe on the top of the head, and loofcly 
under the chin. Some of them wear fhoes, others none ; the few that do 
have a pair of red or green worded dockings, and one and all ape their 
fuperiors in wearing either gold or brafs car-rings. To their honour how- 
ever be it fpoken, the fame fpirit of indudry prevails among thefe, as 
does among the pretty female peafants in ’Tufeany. 

We left Bclogna at half pad feven this morning, and went on through February i. 
Vevia, which is a handfome country town, with boufes built on wooden Ft'iA. 
pillars or arches. The roads hereabouts are very bad for travellers, running 
through a fat and dirty foil. The country however is very pleafanr, culti- 
vated to the bed advantage, and extremely well laid out in vineyards. 1 hc 
vincs here, as in Tufeatty, are fupported from tree to tree and both the 
dandards and vines" are nicely trimmed, and uniformly planted, for many 
miles together. 




— adulta viruim propaginc 
Alias popules. 


iioRAV, K pod oil. 


lib. ode ad. 


The 
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The lumber carriages in thb country are drawn by three, four, and 
fometimes five pair ot yoke oxen. An iron ring or two loofly hung to a 
pillar of the fame metal, which Hands on the pole between each yoke, 
ferves all the purpofes of bells } for thefe rings, by the motion of the car- 
riage, are made to fall on and ofiF the pillars, whereby a found, fomewhat 
refembling that of a bell, is happily produced. 

St. Carlo. At a quarter paft three in the afternoon, we arrived at St. Carlo., having 
gone over an ugly, long caufeway, by the fide of the little Rhine *, which 
river lofes itfclf in a marfti neat St. Carlo. The edges of the marfh 
are full of willow-trees and flirubs, and according to the beft intelligence 
we could pick up, thefe fwamps continue quite to the fea, by Ravenna. 
The banks of this river are every where pleafantly fhaded with the willow, 
and other trees ; but fo narrow, that we were feveral times apprchenfive of 
falling into the river. 

t'ERRARA. At half after five we reached the gates oi Ferrara: a city but poorly 
walled, and at prefent in almoft a derencelefs ftate. The ramparts indeed 
are fo extenfive, that even in its beft eftate, it muft have required a whole 
army to defend it. The ftreets are regular, and the houfes fo handfome, 
that they may with great propriety be ftiled palaces, being built of marble, 
and in an elegant tafte. The convents and churches are alfo very mag- 
nificent. We were obliged to put up at the pofr-houfe, where we had 
the worft attendance in the world, but were made to pay moft extravagantly 
for every thing we called for. The fervants here, and in almoft every other 
public houfe between this and Pija, are down-right thieves ; we have been 
pillaged by them already no lefs than four times, though we always endea- 
voured to keep a good look out. 

February a. At a quarter paft feven this morning, we left Ferrara., and prefently 
after, the horfes that drew my chaife (which was built on purpofe for me at 
Leghorn, ftrong and well fitted for the Italian and German roads) fell down 
in a boggy road, and in my endeavouring to get clear of the carriage and 
flough, 1 had the misfortune to fprain my back. A full hour pafled away 

Ponte DE LA before the horfes and chaife could be gotten out again. — We afterwards 

ScuRO. went by a town, called Ponte de laScuro. The famous river Ps, or Eridanus, 
runs by it, and is here about half a mile broad -f. 

I obferved 



• I, I Par vique Bononia Rheni. Silius Ital. Jib. 8. 

f The ancient poets arc full of deferiptions of this river. in his firft Georgic, lliles 

it “ FluvJorum Rex Bridanuj and in his fourth, he fpcaks thus of its importance': 

** Eridanus, quo non alius per pioguia culta 
“ In marc purpureum violentior affluit amnis.” 

Ovid too has made it famous by throwing his Phaeton into it. 

“ .Quern procul a patria diverfo maximus orbe 
Excipit Eridanus, fpumantiaque abluit ora/* 


And 
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I obfcnred many wooden milli upon this river, raifed on boats, which 1759. 
are tied to each other, and fattened to ttakes, near the fliore. We often »■ 

£»w three, four, and five in a row together. They are worked by the 
ttream of the Po, which here runs at the rate of four miles an hour, and is 
navigable from Ponte de la Scuro quite to Venice. We travelled feveral miles 
to-day on its high artificial banks, which on both fidcs of the river arc 
raifed twenty or thirty feet above the level of the country, and were in- 
tended to be broad enough for two carriages to pafs each other. 

At ten o’clock we crofled a branch of the Po in a ferry-boat, and in 
about two hours after, arrived at another branch of it called Canale Bianco^ 
over which we patted alfo in the fame manner. About two miles on the 
other fide of this river, the ecclefiaftical territories end, and thofe of the 
Venetian ftate begin. At five we arrived at having travelled only Roovico. 

twenty-five miles the whole day, owing to the deep and fwampy roads we 
went through. We here met with a clean houfe, and a very neat and 
obliging hoftefs. 

We left Rouvigo a little before feven' in the morning, and were obliged February 3. 
to make ufe of four horfes to each chaife, and likewife to pay for a poll ex- 
traordinary, on account of the common road being at prefent overflown. 

For feveral miles we met with a great deal of trouble, being obliged fre- 
quently to get out of our carriages, to prevent our being faft in the mire. 

At eight we reached a ferry on the river Adige, which is navigable up to 
Verona -f* •, and by ten had almoft got clear of the overflown, marfliy coun- 
try, which had occaljpned us lb much fatigue. 

In going through one of the grape plantations, I obferved an image of the 
Virgin Mary fixed in a box, and nailed to one of the trees that fupported 
the vines. She is looked upon it feems as the proteflrefs of vineyards, and 
is therefore always honoured with a falute by every devout Roman Catholic. 
eravcllcr.. 

And given the following pompous defeription of this river> 

«< . . ■■ — llle caput placidis fublime fluentis 

‘‘ Extulir, et totis lucem fpargentia ripis 
** A urea roranti micuerunt cornua vultu. 

** Non illi madidum vulgaris arundine crinem. 

** Velat honos ; rami caput umbravere virentes 
Heliadum, totifque Huunc eleflra capillis. 

“ Palla tegit latos humeros, curruque paterno 
“ ineexus Phaeton glaucos incendit amictus : 

“ Fultaque fub gremio coelatis nobilis aftris 
** iEcherium probat urna dectis,” &c. 

Claudian dc fexto Conf. Honorii* 

Verona Athcfi circumflua; 

SlUUS lTALiCUS» lib. 
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1759* A| eleven we pafled over the little xwtx Cordett, by the help trf" a wooden 

V — > bridge, built on piles j and in a quarter of an hour after, we reached 
PHano village, p^pno, having but fix miles to A little before one o’clock we 

reached Moni/elke, which is fituated at the foot of a mountaio, has an old 
wall, a gateway, and a worn-out wooden gate. On the top of the moun- 
tain, an ancient fort once flood, but it is now converted into a church. 
Oppofiie to this there is another hill Xlill higher, called Me»t( RtKca, 
which has a convent upon it. 

Montse- Great part of the road between Montfdice and Padua runs along a nar- 
row, artificial caufeway, and fo nigh to the river Brent or Brenta, that we 
chofc rather to quit our carriages, and walk fcveral miles on f^oot, tlian 
run the rifk of being overturned in fo dangerous a place. As we drew 
near to Padua, we met a great number of country-people returning trom 
the market of that city. We obferved that their oxen were drefled out 
with ribbons, bells, &c. — They had allb Iheep, hogs, and poultry in great 
abundance with them. 

The Venetian country women wear their hair plaited, and in general 
have nothing upon their heads but a ftraw-hat, with the edge surned a 
little up ; with this hat they falute after the manner of men. The women 
in the towns, drefs much in the fame way as thofe at Bologna. There is a 
particularity in this country, which I never obferved any where elfe, every 
poft-chaife driver has always a dog to attend him. Theie little animals are 
of great ufe to their owners, as they never fail, at the proper fignals being 
made, to bark at the horfes, and by that means to pulh them forwards, as 
cft'tdually, as if the rider had given them the fpur. 

Padva. We reached Padua before the gates were lhut,.,and entring the city at 
that part of it called the Holy Crofs, pafled by the church of St. JuJlina, 
which at a diftance makes a moft noble appearance, but upon coming 
near, you prefently difeover that the original ftone-work has been patch- 
ed with rough brick, which gives a fliocktng deformity to the whole 
building. This edifice is remarkable for having fix rotundas or. cupolas, 
.and is built in the form of a Jatin crofs : it was defigned by Palladio, and 
is univerfally held in great efteem as a mafter-piece of art. Like all other 
Popijh churches, it is adorned with a variety of piftures ; but the chief or- 
nament of this kind, is the martyrdom of the faint, which was done by Paul 
Veronefe, and is hung up over the high (altar. Padua, though a famous city 
and univerfity, is neither fo well built nor paved as that of Bologna. The 
houfes in general are old-fa(hioncd, and the ftoncs ufed in the pavements at?' 
much too large. The walls allb are built of brick, which gives them an 
odd appcarMice, * 

This 

* Mr, Aiidijon fays, that in the town-hall of Padua, there (lands a (lone fuperferibed, 
“ Lttfii Fituperih," Any debtor that will fwear hirafelf not worth five poifiids, and is fet by 

the 
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This morning tve hired a boat for two fequins and an half (about 15 (hU* I75f> 

lings) to carry us down the Brent to Venice. If we approve of it, he is to -"v — < 

continue at Venice, and bring us back to Padua, for an equal fum. The boat 4 * 

is called a Centaur, has a very commodious and large cabbin, and is drawn by 
a horfe on the bank. We got to Venice at five o’clock in the evening, and Vbmics. 
went in mafques to the opera. 

the biiliffs thrice with hit bare buttocks on this (tone in a full halb clears hlmfelf of any fiir* 
ther profecttttoa from his creditors. AoDiiON’s f {5.~This cuftonv has been ^ 
continued however many years, 
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CHAP. IX. 


Defcriptm of Venice. — Journey from thence to Vicenza, Verona, Borgetto, 
Trent and Infpruck.— Dr/m>)/w» of the city cf Mpruck.-^Occurrences 
from thence to Augfburgh and Frznck(oTt.—Paffage down the Rhine to Qo- 
\Qgnt.— Journey from that city to Clevcs and Nimeguen ; and pajfage after- 
imrds to Rotterdam and Helvoetfluys.--.^mntf/ in England. 


rr'HIS morning we waited upon Mr. Murray the Englifh refident, and 
I Mr. Smith the conful. We afterwards went to fee the famous bridge 
ofiht Rialto, and St. Mark'& fquare and church. In the evening we vifited 
another church called St. George the major, wherein is a much admired pic- 
ture of the wedding feaft, by Paul Veronefe. 

« Venice (according to Mr. Jddifon) has fcveral particulars, which arc not 
to be found in other cities, and is therefore very entertaining to a traveller. 
It looks, at a diftance, like a great town half floated by a deluge. There 
are canals every where crolTing it, fo that one may go to molt houles either 
by land or water. The ftrects are generally paved with bnck or freeftone, 
and always kept very clean, for there is no carnage, fo rnuch as a chair that 
mfles throueh them. There is an innumerable multitude of bridges, all of 
a finale arch! and many noble palaces. Their furniture is not commonly 
very “rich if we except the piaures, which are here in greater plenty than 
in any other place in Europe, from the hands of the belt mailers of the 
Lomhrd khoo\, zs Titian, Paul Veronefe, and Tintoret. The rooms are ge- 
nerally hung with gilt leather, which they cover on extraordinary occafions 
with tapiftry, and hangings of greater value. The flooring is a kind of red 
plainer made of brick ground to powder, and afterwards worked into 
mortar. It is rubbed with oil, and makes a fmooth, fhining, and beautiful 
furface The particular palaces, churches, and piftures of Venice, are enu- 
merated in fcveral little books that may be bought in the place, and h^vc 
been faithfully tranferibed by many voyage writers.” • 



• Jtddi/on'i Travels, page 59. 
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We were employed this morning in taking a view of the arfcnal, which 
ha& a Unei deawn. round it of about three miles. Three thoufand artificeiri 
and labourers in the feveral naval branches, are conflantljr employed herr. Febiwuyfc' 
The expence to the ftate, upon this account, amounts to about fix thou- 
fiind ducats weekly. It iS upon the whole^. a neat and compact ddek- 
yard, the whole navy of the republic, confifting of twenty-four fhips of 
the firfi; rate, which carry eighty guns each, and twenty-five galeafies, being 
kept herein. They all lie under cover, are finifhed to the upper deck t 
and we were told, that in the fpace of two. years, they could bs all fioced 
out, and fent to fea. The maift-yacd, rope-walk, fail-lofts, fmith-lhopsii 
founderies, and magazines of every kind are upon this fpot •, and as far as 
we could obferve, every thing feemed to be ready at hand, and in exadl 
order. We walked through that part of the arfenal where the fmall arms 
arc laid, and faw the complete fuits of armour which the greateft captains 
belonging to the republic formerly wore. Thefe are hung up as precious 
rclicks } and are held in great veneration by the prefent race of Veneiiam. 

We were afterwards fhewn the famous Bucentaur Galley ^ which has two 
decks, and is truly a fine fight. It is decorated with a great variety of 
curious carved work, reprefenting the different feafons, the arts and fcienccsi, 
juilice, charity, prudence, patience, and other virtues. The bare gilding 
of this vcflel coft laooo ducats of gold, which in our money amount to 
near fix thoufand pounds. The Bucentaur is kept merely for fhew, being 
ieldom if ever ufed, but on the day of our Lord’s Afeenfion, the atmiver* 
fary of the Dage*s marriage with the fea. 

After taking our leave of the arfenal, we went to fee tlie church belong- 
ing to die bare-footed Carmelites, which is a gay, haiMfome ftrufture, and 
has an altar-piece truly majeftic. This church was aCfigoed by the fame 
artiA who built that belonging to the Jefuitsx and what is very remarkable 
in a place fo confined zi Venice, has a good and fpacious garden adjoining 
to it. One of the brethren who {hewed us the church, rerufed to take the 
money we offered him for his trouble. — A very extraordinary circumftance 
this, and worthy to be noted 1 

We had the honour . to dine this day with Lady Wentworth and her huf- 
band ; Mr. Murray', Mr. Bridges an Englijh gentleman on his travels, and 
Mr. Ducket fecretary to Mr. Murrey, made up the reft of the company. 

We had before been favoured with complimentary cards from Lord Bru~ 
dmel fon of the earl of Cardigan, Mr. Conful Smith, MefTrs. Lyte, Frazien, 

Vdney, and Seignior Sebaftian Battagio. This laft gentleman is the fame per- 
fon who was mentioned in my friend Mr. Doidge't letter. He tendered his 
beft I'ervices, and toW n»e, that he had received a private letter of recom- 
mendation from Mr. Smith of Jleppo in favour of Mr. Doidge and me, with 
credit for whatever cafh we might fbind in need of. This was the mone 

H h h 2 k ind 
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1759* Kind in Mr. Smith, U he had done it without giving us the leaft intimatuMi 
""1^^ «f hie friendly intentions. 

til the evening we went in malques to the Ridttto, or public gaming* 
hotife, which is here eftabliflied by authority. In it are fevcral apartments « 
and in each apartment gaming'tablcs, loaded with either gold orfilver. At 
.each bank fits a Vtnetian fenator unmaiked, and arrayed in his fcarlet robes. 
To him the adventurer repairs, trys his fortune at the game of Bajfet., and 
very c^en, in a few minutes is totally ruined. There is fomething truly 
diabolical in thefe feenes. The mafques are commonly dreifed in black ; 
the rooms though large, are but dimly lighted ; feme people you fee pen* 
fively fitting, others gravely ilalking along, or defperately gaming. And 
all the while fo profound a filence is kept, that fcarce a figh or whifper 
is ever to be heard. I left this place with abhorrence, being fenfibly ftruck 
with the proftitution of magiftracy, the encouragement of vice, and the 
ruin of families ! 

From hence we went to the Buffo, or comic opera, and were drolly enter- 
tained : then we adjourned to a grand Fejiino or ball, given by a Venetian 
nobleman of the Veniero family, in his own palace, upon his being lately 
elcdted Procurator. This feftival continues three days and three nights. 
The magnificence and brilliancy of the prefent, is faid to equal any that has 
ever preceded it. Every apartment in ^e palace, intended for the reception 
of company, is illuminated with avail: number of wax-candles, placed in filver- 
branches, or glafs-girandoles, finely cut i and has a band or mufick in it, 
confiding of at lead twenty hands. Only the native nobility, and gentle- 
men-foreigners of different nations who happen to be at Venice, are ever 
admitted to thefe fedivals ', for which purpofe a detachment of foldicrs is 
placed at the entrance of each paffage to the feveral apartments, to prevent 
any improper perfon from going in. All who pais by the foldiers arc 
obliged to unmaik, unlefs it be thofe who are accompanied by fome foreign 
minider, or by one of his houfehold. This happened to be our cafe ; 
Mr. Ducket having been fo obliging as to take us with him. He there- 
fore, of our whole company, was the only perfon who found it neceffary to 
unmaik, and acquaint the guard, that we were EngUftt Gentlemen.** 

In the ieveral chambers of this palace, the greated profufion of codly 
jewels were difplayed by the noble Venetian ladies ; they were all dreffed 
either in black filks, or black velvet, except the lately elefted Procurator*% 
wife, who upon this particular occafion, is allowed to appear in colours, 
with the fordgn princefTes, the nieces or other near relations' of the 
Pope, and the ladies of public miniders. Every woman’s hair was ex- 
tremely powdered, and dreffed either in the French or Englijh tade,^ and be- 
fides the abundance of codly brilliants, rubies, &c. with which every part 
of thdr drefs was ornamented, there w'as fcarce a finger upon either of their 

hands 
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hand! but what was loaded with rings of Immenfe value. Dancing and *759!i 
cards made up the principal entertainment of the company, though many 
of both Icxes alfo feemed to be happily employed in chit*chat converfetion. 

In fome of the rooms, the fevcral parties were regaled with tea, coffee, 
chocolate, Iberbct, wines, &c. j and fn other rooms, were tables covered* 
with the niceft cold-meats of various forts, foch as poultry, wild fowl, paf- 
tics, cuftards, fweet-meats, fyllabubs, fnow-balls, jellies, fife; 

The Pope's Nuncio, the EngUfi refident, the French Embaffadbr, and the- 
reft of the foreign minifters and their families, and all the people of the firff 
rank in Venice, were at this Feftino : and the whole was fo truly Ijslendid, fo 
politely, and fo regularly eondudled, that I never went away from any en- 
tertainment fo thoroughly delighted. It may not be improper to add, that 
the laws of Venice ftriftly forbid any of their nobility holding the leailcon- 
verfation with the foreign minifters but upon thefe public occafions, or 
when national affairs arc to be agitated' between them. A detedion of a 
breach of thefe laws» is fuce to be punifhed' with great rigour and fc- 
verity. 

Mr. Murrey the Englijh refident, is a polite, well-bred; fcnfible man. 

Mr. Conlul Smith has behaved with great good-nature towards us, and Mr. 

Ducket has fully anfwercd rhe very amiable charader given of him by 
Mr. Doidge. In a word, we have experienced at Venice every civility, which 
travellers could pollibly wifti for. At Leghorn we got letters of credit and 
recommendation to the feveral places we were to pafs through in Italy 
and Germany ; but Mr. Udney of this place has been fo obliging as to give, 
us another on Mr. Aman of Augsburgb. 

Both the refident and conful advife us not to be afraid of pafllng through 
Eranckfort on the Maine, though it be now in poffcfiion of the French, 

They feem lorry that my friend Doidge and his party have taken another 
route from Augsburghy as hereby their expences and difficulties will be con- 
fiderably incrcafcd-* 

By the sdvicc of the fame gentlemen, we fupplied ourfelves with a pafs- 
port from the Aujlrian EmbalTador refiding here, as it was apprehended by 
them, that the French would pay but little regard to the one we had before 
gotten from the regency of Florence. This pafs-port from the Aujlrian 
Embaffador, coft us four fequins, which was a great impofition in his fe- 
cretary, who was mean enough to declare to our Servants, that we ffiould 
not have it for lefs money, becaufc we were Englijhmen, and confeqUcntly 

• Mr. Doidge i puty, intimidated by Franekfert's being in gofledion of the French, qttitte<i 
their intended ronte, and palTed through Cermanj by way of Nuremberg, Bamberg, Coberg, 

Jtlunungen, CeJJel, Mmfter, &c. 
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* 759* \vere real, thpueh sot open and declared cncmicsof his miftrefs the Queen 
^ omuf^ary. 

February 7. We embarJted about nine this morning for Padua, having pfevioufly 
Padua, taken leave of all our friends at Venice. We got to Pa^a in nine 
hours, having hired a horfe extraordinary to draw our boat, that we might 
arrive there before the gates were ftiut. 

February 8. This morning early, while our carriages were getting ready, we paid a 
vifit to the church of St. Anthony, the titular faint of this city. It is a 
very large, and magnificent pile of building, but in the gothic tafte. The 
outfide of it has rather a heavy appearance j within, it is richly adorned 
with grand marble altar-pieces, branches of mafly filver, and many excel- 
lent paintings. The church, which was once dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 
befides the tomb of Saint Anthony, has allb an abundance of other elegant 
marble monuments, and fevcral Alto Relievo's, expreflive of the miracles 
wrought by the faint •, of David's playing and dancing before the ark ; of 
Solomon's temple, 8cc. Here alfo the whole hiftory of Sampfon is to be feen 
in brafs, Bajfo Relievo, finely executed. The pavement of the cliurch is all 
of marble, of different colours, well polifhed and cubically formed. 

We left Padua about nine o'clock, and pafling through the town of 
Mejlrey, got to Sleftca by eleven. We crofled here the river Teftn, formerly 

VietNZA. theficinus*, by a fmall bridge, and at one o’clock reached Vicenza. We 
found the ftreets of this city narrow, the houfes irregularly built, and 
in an old-falhioned tafte. A very few indeed which are modern, have a 
handfome appearance. 

Monte- Wc took frcfh horfes at Vicenza for Montebello, where we arrived at a 
•EL 1 . 0 . quarter paft three o’clock, having had a good road all the way. At a 
quarter after five, we again changed our horles at a place called Caldier, and 
Verona. Ict out/fpr the city of Verona, which we reached about fix in the even- 
ing. 

* SdiuM hdicus has givfti the following beautiful defeription of this river. 

“ Caeruleas Ticinus aquas et (lagna vadofa 
Pcrfpicuus fervat, turbati nefcia, fuodo : 

“ Ac mtidura viridi lence trahit amne liquorem ; 

** Vix credas labi, ripis tamen mitis opacis 
** Argutos inter (volucrum certamina) cantus 
“ Sornniferam duck luceoti gtirgite lymphaxn.** 

How fhall we be able to reconcile the above defeription of this river, with the account 
given us by Dr. Burnet^ Mr. vUdifony and others of our modern travellers, who have all repre- 
lented it as running with an ailonilhing rapidity \ The learned billiop in particular fays, *hat 
he was carried down this rivet at the rate of thirty miles aa hour, by the help of a Angle 
rower. 
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Very eariy this morning, vrc rjaitwd our Ijeds, and accompanied by tysgl 
Count LedwiiPo Laiafe^ a decayed man of quality, but a ccleljrated antiqua- ' — v— ^ 
rian, went in a hackney-ctxach to view the rciifh) of a 'Reman triumphal February g. 
archv •before which, ftands another of a more modern date, of the doric 
order, done by Michael Sm Mkcbeli. The pillars of fois fkft, arc without 
either pedeftal or bafe, and are made to reft upon rode, large ftones only. 

You fee feme fymbolical figures on the gate, which I could make nothing 
©f, but a fwan and a boar’s bead are very difcernible. We afterwards 
went to fee St. church, and its beautiful rotunda chapel, de- 

figned by the fame San Miccheli. Its pillars are of the fineft marble, of the 
Corinthian order, and held in the higheft cftimaTion. Some of them are 
fluted, others fpirally worked, and others beautifully cut into foliages. We 
next took a view of a brick bridge of three arches, which is built over the 
river Adige. The firft of tbelc arches meafurcs 1 42 Italian feet at the bafe 
the fe'cond 82, and the third 70. This bridge, and an old callle that ftands 
neat it, were both built in the year 1354. The princqtal arch is reputed 
to be the wideft in the known world, that of the Rialto at Venice making 
only a fpan of 8b feet. 

We were then (hewn the ruins of the Area Cavite built by Vitruvius, A. 

D. 145. This (according to the accounts given us) was the entrance to 
the fepulchre of the Gavian family. We were afterwards Jed to the hofpital 
di Mifericordia, to fee a much admired piece of painting of a Saviour 
juft taken down from the crofs, done by Alexandrine Veronefe. The 
blefled virgin, wringing her hands, and in an agony of grief, ftands look- 
ing on the bloody corpie, which is fupported by Nicodemus. Our Saviour 
is reprefented of a Ibortcr ftature in this picture, than in any other painting 
I ever faw of him. — The laft piece of antiquity we took a view of at 
Verona, was the famous Roman atnphitheatrc, the infide of which is ftill- 
corrrpkte, but the outfide-work has fuffered fo mucli from time and wea- 
ther, that a very’ fmall part of the old, original wall, is now remaining. 

There are in all three walls, beginning from the Itrcct, and ending at the 
centre or area for the fports. Within thefe walls, are llages of feats for four 
different ranks of people, and fixty portals for their entrance, it being 
cuftomary among the Rotnans for each order or tribe to go up by its own 
refpedtive ftair-cafe. The Patricians fat on the firft row of feats from t!ie 
area or field of combat, and the Plebeians on the higheft of all. There are 
forty-five of thefe feats, ranged circularly one above another, and will 
hold 22184 perfons. In the iecond wall from the ftrcct, are J'everal dif- 
tinft apartments for keeping the wild beafts, and in the third, or inner 
wall, are twenty eight prifons, four of which are entirely dark. Here the 
malefaftors were confined, who were fentcnced to give diverfion to the 
‘ Roman citizens, by combating the beafts. Little channels of water run 
quite through the building, and were undoubtedly defigncd to carry off every 
kind of filth to the common-lhore. 


At 
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At ten o’clock in the tnoming we left Venna, having hired what are here 
called Veturine hories for the city of Trent. At twelve we palled over the 
rapid tivtt Adige in a ferry-boat, whofe current runs at the rate of fevcn 
miles an hour*. The roads now begin to be ftony and hilly : and that beau- 
tiful country which has been fo diuinguilhable in our whole journey from 
Z^gbern, is now putting on a different afpedl, though even here, the vines 
hang like fo many garlands, from tree to tree. We rafted fome excellent 
white wine this day at a little obfcure village, which was the more extra- 
ordinary, as good wines are very fcarce all over Lombard;/. 

Chttl* pali. jn the afternoon, we got to the remarkable pafs of Cbufa, where 

foe road was fo very ftecp, narrow, and rocky, that we were obliged to get 
.out of our carriages, the horfes not being able to draw them over it. At 
this pals are always kept Ibme foldiers, whole afllftance in dragging along 
the chaifes, our poftilions were obliged to purchafe at the expence 'of ten 
pauls. The charge of our four horfes, of the leveral turnpikes, and of 
getting through this pafs, amounted in the whole to eleven fequins } Bve 
and a half of which we depolited before we left Verona^ and agreed to pay 
the remainder on our arrival at Trent. 

At half paft fix o’clock, we palled by the boundary ftone, which divides 
the Venetian ftate from the bilhopric of Trent. At eight in the evening, we 
reached Borgetfo, which is one ot the many little towns Icated on this road 
among the Alpine mountains. Here we got a clean room, and Ibme whole- 
fome food ; were well attended, and (what is Hill more extraordinary) our 
bill was very moderate. 

Boscctto. Bergetto lies about twenty miles from Verona', and through the whole 
journey, a traveller’s mind is very differently amufed and agitated. At one 
time, he is wonderfully ftruck, and pleafed with the grand and romantic 
feenery that is every where about him. At another time, he is almoft 
chilled with horror at the fight of huge precipices of naked rocks hanging 
perpendicular over his head, and feeming ready to fall upon him. To tbts 
may be added, the extreme narrownefs of the road, and the horrid Gulpb 
of fome hundred yards depth, all along on his left, at the bottom of which 
he difeovers the river Adige running with great rapidity, between a double 
range of lharp pointed rocks. It muft not be underftood however, that 
fuen frightful ideas as thefe attend the traveller during the whole of 
this diftance ; for fometimes the eye is entertained with a view of fcveral 
ranges of mountains, covered with trees and pafturage, which form one of 
the moft irregular, and at the fame time one m the moft pleafi'ng feenes in' 
the world. 

« 

February lo. We left Borgetto at feven o’clock in the morning, and having paffid 
through Aid at eleven, and Rovtrido at three (two confiderable poft towns) 

* Cluudian calls tbit nver» ** Velox Athc(is,*’< 
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wi gpt St fl* Jo, th« eycaifig,f^e .p the city of. Trent. The fcvfral pofl; i75«. 
towns' wc. paflcd' through between Verona ,and thij pjacc were 

Between thcfe two < Falarnia • — — — i-i 

is Chu/a pi& 1 Peri — — — . . r , 

j/d — — — — . li 

Roverido — — j — > i 

Trent — , — — . i it 

64. 

This city, though not very large, is well built, ft is fituated in a plea- Trikt. 
fant plain, and the river Adi^e runs by it, over which is thrown a wooden 
bridge of eight arches. While our carriages were fitting at Trent^ an 
additional pair of: wheels, I took a coach and vifited St. ^mon'^ tomb, who 
lies buried in a church dedicated to him. I law the reputed faint’s 
corpfe embalmed, lying on its back in a glafs cabinet, that is lodged 
within the tomb. The room in which the remains are depofued, is hung 
with pictures, badly painted, reprcl'enting the murder of the faint and his 
two fons*. 

In anotlier church, which we afterwards vifited, we were Ihewn a very 
handfoine altar-piece, of four fpiral marble pillars j the fquarc they form is 
open at the top, and within it the altar is ereCted. We were told, that this 
altar-jtiece is done in imitation of one in St. Peter's at Rome, which is in 
high ellimation. We now repaired to a third church, ipti'ch talked of in 
thele parts for the excellency of its organ. The prieft, at the time wt 
entered the church, was faying mais; and yet by virtue of a ducat feafon- 
ably prefented to the organift, we were highly entertained by fome mirth- 
ful tunes vlfhich he did not fcruple to play at our requeft. The organ, is 
a very good one, and moft elegantly ornamented with five well finilhed, 
gilded, pilafters, which ftand projeding out of a handfome gallery, the 
front of which is eaabellilbed with fome marble figures in Baffo Relievo^ 
done b.y Vincent Virmnti. In this church we were Ihewn a picture, repre- 
renting the magiftrates of Trent fitting in council} this picture they highly 


• This ^imtn (who is here made a faint of) was, I apprehend, a fovereign prince of the 
and greatly dillinguilLed bimfelf in fjccing his country from a foreign yoke. He and 
hib two Tons, "^udas and Matiathids^ were at laft barbaroafly murthcred by Piolemy the fon of 
Jhubusy who liiK'uig manied one of Simon* daughters, and being appointed governor of Jcricbg 
undej hifn, invitccThlm td a caille he had built in the neigh bohi hood, to partake of an 
entertainment he had there prodded. Simon and his fons fufpctfting no evil from fo near 
a relation, accepted of the invitation, and went thither; but the perfidious wretch hav- 
ing laid a defign for the ufurping of the government of Judea, hid men in the caftle ' where 
the entertainment was made, and' when Tiis jguefls had* well drunk, he brought forth* thcfc 
muritrerr thcfiln, afid’^ alfkffinifod ailthi-ec'as they were fitting !it the banquet. 

See PndeaUx"$ Cohneftion* 
I i i efteem. 
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* 755 - another by Paul Vermfe^ the fubje^ of which a» 

bleflfed Virgin and her fon Jefm attended by angela, who» on their coming' 
iAown from Heaven, fhout forth ** Ecce Jguus Dei." 


The commanding officer of the troops in fmtf, ftarted many difficulties 
to iM relative to our future journey through Germat^ > and carried them fo* 
far, as to give us great uneaQnefs. He even advifed our returning back 
i^in to I^bomy and taking our paifage from thence in forae ihip bound 
to EngUfid. In fpite however of every thing he alledged to the contrary,, 
we reflated to purfuc our plan, and agreeable thereto, this evening about 
five o’clock left Trento in our way to Infpruck. Betwixt thefe two citics> 
are the following pods. 


Frotn Trent to St. Michael (WeUfebmiebt) 
St. Michael to Neumark — 

Neumark to Brandfol — - 

Brandfol to Bolfang — 

JBolfang to Teutf chert — - 

Teutfiben to Celmart (a poft royal) 
Colmau to Briuen (a city) — - 

Brixeu to Mitlevrald — 

Mitlewald to Stertzingen ~ 
Stertzingen to Bretmer — 

Brenner to Stainacb — 
Stainacb to Sebenberg — 

Sebenberg to Infpruck — 



Total of pofts and hours *— 13^ 29V 


F^braary n.. At Neumark we began to pay forty-five creutzers for each horfe (fixty 
make a florin) the fame price was continued all through the Queen of 
Hungary's dominions. On the other fide of the city or Trent, we took 
notice, that both the men and women’s drefles were made in the Italian 
falhion, but fince we left Trent, the German mode has taken place. The 
male peafants all make ule of gallowfcs to keep up their breeches, and the 
females wear a thick quilted worfted cap upon their heads. They are alfo 
remarkably large and indelicate; 


Monday, "Wc flept laft night at Bolfang, (which for z Tirolcfe tovni is ,a very good 
F«bruary 12. morning let out again on our way ror Infpruck. In the road 

between Brixen and Mitlewald, we pafled by an*immenfe quantity of pine 
trees, many of which being felled, had impregnated the very air with their 
tarry, fmell. During this poft too, we once more crofled the river Adige, 
by a large bridge. Between Stertzingen and Brenner, we paffed by. the 
higheft or all the Alpine mountains we had yet feen in our whole journey •, 

and 
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♦and at the foot of it, we loft fieht of the river Adige^ which rifes in feme i759* 
othef mountains, to the weftward of oar prcfcnt road. 

We reached hfpruck about four o’clock in the morning ; where we had the February 13. 
plcafure to reft ourfe^ves in a bed, for the firft time fin^e our leaving Trent. 

Infpruck is the capital city of TVre/, and received its name from the river 
/««, which runs near it. It has a noble caftle or palace, formerly the Inspruck. 
place of rcfidence of the dukes of the houfe of Aujlri»t and a ftately cathedral 
where they were buried. The houfes, though built in the German ufte, 
are rather handfome, and the ftreets though narrow, are remarkably well 
paved. For the defence of this city, the inhabitants can place but little 
confidence in the ftrength of its fortifications, which are very trifling; they 
feem rather to depend on the natural face and faftnefies of the country, which 
indeed form a barrier fo perfcdlly inaccelfible to any enemy, that even the 
great Guftavus Adolphus^ after having over-run with his viftorious arms the 
other parts of Germany^ could never make any impreifion upon this part 
of the empire. 


We had fcarcely alighted out of our chaifes here, before we were vifited 
by the governor of two young German noblemen, who propofed to us an 
exchange of carriages; and the reafon he gave for it, was, that their own 
were not fo well fitted for the Italian roads, as were ours : we defined how- 
ever to be excufed from clofing with this gentleman’s propolal. 


At half paft nine, we left Infpruck for Augjburgh, between which two cities 
are the following pofts. 

Poft. Hours. 


From Infprutk to Derjteniach 
Dcrftenhacb to Payervis 
Pc^ervis to Hazareth 
Nazareth to Heidervang 
Heidervai^ to Fueffen 
Fueffen to Saumefier 
Sttum^er to Bruch 
Bruch to DiJin 
Dijfen to Hurlac — 
Hurlac to Augjhurgh 



Total of poft and hours — 11 34 


So pleat’d at firft the towring Alpt we try, 

Mount o’er the vales, and feem to touch the Iky ; 

The eternal fiiowi appear already paft. 

And the firft clouds and mountains feem the laft : 

But thofe attain’d, we tremble to furvey 
The j^rowing labours of the lengthen’d way ; 

Th’ increafing profpeft tires our wand’ring eyes, 

Hills peep o’er hills, '.nd Alps on Alps ariie. Pope’s EiTay on Criticifm. 

I i i 2 Between 
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Between Infpruck I^i^enbacbf we foui^d the road tolerably good, 
although the adjacent Jlps v/ere covered with Ihow, and the path in moft 
places full of jpe. We had fortunately tfken care to h^ve our hoilcs 
if^qes weijj turh^d up and frpftc^ which, prevented their flipping, and made 
us pafs over this otiferwife troublcfome road with little interruption. We 
had no ^rcat reafon to fipd fault with the roads between Derjlenbach and 
Payervis T in both which places we pbferved, that the women wore the 
fame frightful quillpd cap, before noticed. Tht-ir petticpa^s were long 
before, put cut femarhably'll'drt behind. Their ftpckings are very thickly 
quilted, which occafions the fmajl part of theif legs to appear monflroully 
lar^ and clumiy.' ' XhtI?? ffiockings |•cach no farther up than the calf of the 
leg i fo that wheneYcr the wpmpri’ n.avp pcpafion to ftoop forward, the naked 
thigh is almoft enprely ex^piedto the view of apy pprfon who happens to 
Hand behind ttiem. We were obliged m wait at the obfcure village pf 
PayerviSy^’full two hpurs, for a rehef pf hprfes.i and arrived ^ 
village at eight p’clpck in th,e evening. 


For the little time wc flayed, we were agreeably entertained with a Tirolcfe 
dance, by the young pepplf of the place. the opera gt Vouce we had 
a fpecimcn of this pouncry manner of dancing, whofc grea,teft peculiarity 
feems to conlifl in thp odjlc pjgde upon the floor with, their wooden flipes. 
The figure is not mp.jlvRnlik^p that pf ppr country dances in England. We 
might have had lodgip^ at; the poftdipufe in Nazap'lby but choie to let out 
Heider- \ where we arrived* at three o’clock in the rriorning. We 

VANG. here found, that we were n9\Y gotten out of thp ‘TVc/e/e, an|l had cnt;ered 

February 14. Swabia. During this laft pofl, our paflport was twipp examined, (at AVe;/- 

herg zviA Crinberg) two very narrow pallages between the mountains. We 
found it ncceflary ijo give the. corporal or fcrjcaiu \nho- w^s on, guard, a 
little money to, buy, liquor for iiim a^d hia pafty ; jfli^leed we were 
obliged to dp the liiinc at all pJaecs wc pafl^^ lihrppgb iR, nigbt, other- 
wile the opening of the gates would have btefl W.tih g>'cat lol's of 

time, and other djlagreeable circumflanccs. ,, 

Heidervang is a large village, and can accommpd^tf h tr-aveller with 3 
good bed. The road from tliis plate to PuejfcUf^ i^a,,\|eay gqod one, where 
we arrived about eight o’clock in .the morning, h^vjngT^A piffled over the 
Fbessen. river which is here not very broad. •'P^n ; we flaid 

till nine at the poft-office, and having refrefhed ourfelves, fet oif for Sau- 

Saumester'. mefter., where we arrived at three quarters paif eleven, over a very. Had road. 

This village i.s an infignificant one, and aftbrds but indifiercnt'accommoda- 
tions. The women hpre, and for feveral ports' bach,, wear a Tong broad 
belt round their wailh, with a, flrap fufpended from .it, which reaches 
almoft down to the ground, apd to this, they thejr kieys, knives, fciflars. 
The quilted, woollen cap, which has hitherto given u« fo much d'f- 
tafte, begins now to be no longer in falhiqn •, but a dpubh; one made of 

, linen. 
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irrcn has taken place, whofc fliapcis fo very extraordinary, that it is difficult 
tio fay which of thefe two head drefles is moft unbecoming. 

Wc did not get to 'Bruch till four in the afternoon, the greateft part of 
the road being very bad, and extending itfelf through woods of pine trees. 
After waiting there an hour and quarter for frcih horfes, we ict out for 
where we arrived at nine o’clock in the evening*, and as the roads 
were too had for travelling any farther in the night, wc put up at the 
pod-houfe,^ and were acconunodaied with fome excellent veal-foup, and 
tolerable good beds- 

The road from Djjfen to Hurlac^ which was our firft ftage this morning, 
is not bad i It lies partly over a plain or down, and partly through woods. 
We took frcfli horfes at Uurlac^ and about four* o’clock in tlie afternoon, got 
fafe to Augfburgh, 

AugJImrgh is, a very large and handfome city, the metropolis of Swahia^ 
and lituated on that branch of the river I.cch^ wl ich is called Wcrtach, 
It is a bifhopric under the archbifhop of Meniz^ and was made a free 
imperial city in the ninth century. It has. more than once felt the 
fevere effects pf war; . but, like what is reported, of the Pha'nix, has as 
often rifen fairer out of its afhes. The ftrects in general are wide and 
fpacioiis, and one in particular is the broadeft and belt paved ftrect I ever 
faw. The houfes are built in the German falhion ; their fronts are fo 
narrow, that Ubey all appear like the gabci ends of buiK;ing% and have 
fuch cicep roofs, that two, three, four, and fometirnch five (lories of dor- 
mant windows are contained in. thtmi. 'I'he fronts of every lioufc in the 
city belonging to people of fafhion, are painted. A great number of 
artificers are employed faece,, whole curious workiiianflrip in plate, ivory 
cabinets, watches, teV. is every where admired. An unlvcrfal liberty 
of confciencG is, allowed and the Proteflanrs and Papifts have an c^ual 
fhare in th^ government of the city. It is famoi4S alfo for tlu: Ci^}\- 
feffion of drawn up Melanchtou oth^cx Luther ans prefented 

to the emperor Charles V. at a diet of th> empire, hence called ti;c Augfuur^h 
confeirion ^ and for the Confederate "Treaty againfl the growing power oi France 
in 16S3. 

Our firfl flep after our arrival,. wa%to wait upon Mynhecj'- JJheri^ a DuUh 
merctiawr refiding here, to whom our letters of credit were ati irefled. Wc 
afterwards^ypahJ our 10 Mynheer Amatty anotner Dutch gentleman, 

to whofe iivoijr& Mr, Udmy of Venice bad beeii lo obliging cis ro rccom- 
,mend us. Prom both thefe gentlemen, we had the fatisraftion to be 
affurcci, that we had nothing diiagrecable to aopre hena from the French 
forces quartered at Frmckfort^ as the prince de Soubije^ upon being applied 
to by a friend of his at Nuremberg to grant a pafTp rt for Mr. Doidge and 
his party, had written word, 'though his anfwer unfortunately did not arrive 
till after Mr. Doidge had left the place) that it was quite unncceifary, feeing 
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« 759. were fufBciently proteftcd from every infult by that which had already 
■i-v—iii* been given them by the Imperial embaOador at Venice. We have often 
in our prefent journey experienced the good effeits of the unparalleled 
fuccefs attending the Britijh arms this year in all parts of the world, having 
upon that account, been treated with the greateft deference and tefpedl in 
the feveral countries through which we had pafled. 

Between Au^urgh and Franekfort on the Mmne., ate the fdlowing pofta. 

Foil. Hours. 

From Augjburgh to Mittingen — i 4 of 3 

Mittingen to Domwert — — i-*- — 4i- 

Donawert to Vendete ■— — i-i 4^ 

Vendete to Hiding — - — »T — 5 x 

Hey ding to Dinkefpukel — — li — 3 

Dinkefpukel to Kreiljheim — —1—4 

Kreilfoeim to Blaufelden — — It — 5t 

BUmfelden to Mergantbeim — • i — - 5I 

Mergantbehn to BickbaSlen — 1 — 3 

Bicl^aSlen to Huntein — — - i — 24 

Huntein to Miltenbourg — -—1—44 

l/Bltenbeurg to Offenbourg ~ i — 14 

Offenbourg to Afebaffenbeurg — i — 2 

Afebaffenbeurg to Dettingen — - i — 2 

Bettingen to Hanau — — - i — 14 

Hanau to Franekfort on Maine — 1 — i4 

Total of pofts and hours — 19 55 

February 16. We \th Augjburgh a little before eight this morning, and did not get to 
Mittingen till eleven, having had a deep and heavy road to pafs over. The 
lands hereabouts are only in part cultivated, vaft forefts extending them- 
ielvcs on every fide, more particularly to the eaftward. Indeed we have 
had forefts in our view, with very little interruption, ever fince we left 
the Alps. 

Donawero-. We reached 'Dimawert*ut half paft three in the afternoon, and Ibould 
have taken frelh horfes for Nordlingen^ and from thence to Dinkefpukel (which 
was our propef road) but our Svrifs fervant contenting himfelt with barely 
telling the poft-mafter, that we were going to jFM«rity 5 r/, orders given 
by him to the poftilions to drive us to Vendete^ which blunder was. followed 
by great lofs or time, and the unncceflary cxpence of a poft extraordinary. 

• 

* A fortified towp, and famous for two vi^ories gained in its neighbourhood by the great 
duke of Mariborougb. I'he firft, was over the duke of Bavaria^ who was intrenched at SM* 
lenberg with fixteen thoufand French and Bavariam. The fecond was at Blenheim^ Wtiere a 
Frtuch army of hxtv thoufand meai under BUrfinl was almoU entirely deftroyed. 

' The 
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The journey; from Dmawert to Vendett, took us up five hours and half *759 ^ 
The firft part of the road was hard and ftony, the latter was deep, heavy, v— 
and aoughy, fo that wc did not get to our inn- till twelve o’clock at ‘ 

night. 

Between (even and eight this morning, wc fet off for H^ding^ and irachcd ‘7- 

it about ten. This is a large garrifon town, and in coming to it, we paffed 
oyer a river, which empties itjelf into the Danube. Without flopping long- 
^tHeyding, we drove on for Dinkefpukely and arrived there in about four Dikkej- 
hours. This is a confiderablc large town, and has a garrifon' conftantly 
kept in it. 

The men of the Tower cTafs here, and in many other towns of Germany y 
wear a coat made of a coarfe green frieze cloth ; while thofe of the better 
fort, make ufc of a fuperfinc one of the fame colour, and line it with furs^ 

The firft imitate the Dutch in the cut of their clothes, the Isft the French. 

On the feveral roads in Germany you are fore to find the image of a cruci- 
fied Saviour nailfed to a crofs, accompanied by the two thieves, cut out 
in wood as large as life; in the fame manner as you meet with z Virgin Mary 
in Italy^ ftuck up in a cafe with the infant Jefus in her arms. 

We Xch Dinkefpukel ax a quarter- after three in the afternoon^ and got to Kreil- 
Kreiljhcim in four hours. This is a large town, and has two walls round sheim. 
it. We flfept at the poft-officc, but met with very indifferent accommo- 
dations? 

At half paft feven this morning, we left Kreilfieim, in our way for February 1 9. 
Blaufelden, which we reached at one o’clock in the afternoon. The firft' B eau pel- 
part of the road' was good, the Iktt fcarcely paffable. The poft-mafter here 
was a very entertaining man, and gave us lome excellent Be- 
tween feven and eight in the evening, we got to Mergantheim. Our being Mfrgan- 
fo long in travelHng this poft; was owing to a great deal of fnow having 
fallen laft night, and to-day ; Mergantheim is a fortified town^ and has always 
a good garrifon. The country, round it is in general cultivated, but in a 
very flovenly manner. 

We left our beds at one o’clock this morning, and fet off ior Bickhaften, Monday, 
where we did not arrive till after fix; the fpring of my carriage unfortunately' P'bruary 19 . 
brok" by which accident more than an hour was loft before it could be 
properly'fecured with cords. As foon as we had changed our horfes at Bick- 
hajlen., 'fit went on for //«»/«», and reached it’ about a quarter after nine Hunteim. 
o’clock. The road we travelled over, was compofed of ftone and fandj and 
' in many places fo rugged, as to be very trying to our carriages. During 
this poll;, vve faw two or three flocks of (heep, a fight altogether new to us 
fince we palled the Alps. In our whole journey hitherto through Germany; 
we hav^c not been able \o procure the leaft morfcl of mutton at any of the 

public 
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•p«bUcfJ»oi)Ie8, veal being the only butcher’s meat we have been ferved 
with. . Forcfls are ftill about us, wnofe timber chiefly confifts of oak and 
fir. The fides of the hills in this country are formed into regular ftairs, and 
neatly difpofed into vineyards, which is a piece of hufbandry we have not 
before feen, fince we left Italy. 

The drefs of the women’s heads hereabouts, differs from that of thtltadafis 
and ‘Tirokfe. Their caps are of another make, and they keep their mouths 
muffled in the fame manner, as the Armenian women do in AJia. The 
laft adopt this cuftom through modefty, but probably the reafon for the 
German females doing it at this fime, is to defend their lips from the feverity 
of the weather. The feveral apartments of the houfes in Germany, are alt 
made warm by clofe ftoves. The fire is never feen in the rooms, neither 
have they any chimnies in them, but this occafions the air to be difagrec- 
able and unwhokfome. 

We got to Mill enheurg from Huntein a little after one o’clock in the after- 
noon i from whence we kt out for Offenbourg, and arrived there at a quarter 
after two. Offenhourg is feated on the fouth fide of the river Maine, a large, 
but old fafliioned, ill-built town. The houfes, like thofe of the other places 
I have feen in Germany, have too great a quantity of timber in them • fo much, 
that Ihouki a fire at any time take place amongft them, the confequcnces mull: 
be dreadful ! The country-houfes belonging to tlie nobility and gentry in 
tlie neighbourhood, are large, and heavily built j they have generally domes, 
and four towers around them. 

At half alter three o’clock in the afternoon, we left Offenhmrg, and con- 
tinued to travel on the left, or i'outh fide of the Maine, whofe banks are here 
neatly cultivated, and formed into the fame kind of vineyards, before 
noticed, with flights of Heps, all faced with ftone, and therefore in the 
fummer feafon, mult afford a very pleafing view from the river. On 
the lands adjacent, many flocks of Iheep arc now feeding, and various forts 
of wild-fowl fwimming in the ftream. 

Aschafpen- At half paft five we reached Afehaffenhourg, a well-fortified town 
BouRs. belonging to the eledor of Mayence or Mentz, who has a fpacious, but in- 

elegant palace here. The place Hands partly on a hill, and partly in a 
bottom, and has a good Hone bridge of twelve arches built over the 
Maine. Fifteen hundred troops were in garrifon, at the ti r.e of our 

arrival. We fell into converfation at the poH-ofiice with an obligip^,’*^enfj- 
ble Abbe of that nation, who advifed us not to entertain a thought of going 
farther than JIe$tingen for the night, as he was very confident that the gates 
of llanau would not be opened for us until the morning. We VfxAjchaf- ' 
fenhourg at fix in the evening, and at eight reached the village of T)et~ 
tingen. 

3 

‘ This 
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This oncae obfcure village was made famous by the viftory gained here in 1759* 
the year 1743, by King the fccond over the army commanded 

by Marlhal Noailles. The fellow, at whofe wretched cottage we lay, feemed 
very fond of relating the feveral particulars of this engagement, and was 
cfpecially folicitous to Ihew us a hole in one of the beams of his houfc, 
which, he faid, was made by a ball from the Britijh artillery. He dwelt 
particularly, and with an apparent pleafurc, on the fpirited attack of the 
Englijh, and the confufion of the French, when they made their precipitate 
retreat over the Maine. My follow-traveller Mr. Tottingham, and I, were 
obliged to put up with one bed in this miferablc hovel ; we lay with our 
clothes on, and our fervants flept in the fame room on ftraw. Thefe were 
the beft accommodations we could procure from owe Dettingen hdft 5 and 
yet, the money we paid the next morning (to the value of three Ihillings) 
did not fatisfy, the woman of the houfe telling us, that as we were Eng- 
liftjtnen, we ought to have depofited a fcquin at leaft (near ten Ihillings) j 
and /lie infifted that her bed was the beft in the whole village, and that a 
great man, a German Baron, having lately flept in it, pronounced it to be a 
very good one. 

At fix o’clock this morning, we left- the village of Dettingen, and at half February **. 
paft feven reached Hanau, which is a well-fortified city, having a double 
wall, and two wet ditches. The French arc at prefent in pofleflion of it, 
and maintain a large garrifon here. The ftrccts are broad and well-paved, 
and the houfes large and handfome. The country around is well cultivated, 
and the town is fupplied with water from the Maine by artificial canals. 

On our entring the inner gate, we were conduced by the ferjeant ftationed 
there, to the French captain who commanded the main-guard. He looked 
at our pafsports, and civilly difmilTed us. 

The women in general here wear a quilted linnen cap, which coming a 
long way down the fides of the face, even below the chin, is then turned 
back, and pinned over the Ihoulders. They make ufe of a long cloak alfo, 
made of quilted linnen. The women of better falhion appeared to drefs in 
the Englijh and French manner. 

At half paft ten o’clock, we arrived at ; a free, imperial city, Franck- 

very large and populous j and the place where the Emperors of Germany were fort. 
formerly always eleftcd. It is well-fortified with a double ditch, baftions, 
redouijKv and ravelins. The ftreets are remarkably wide, and the houfes 
handfomely built. By means of the navigable river which runs through it, 
this city has great conveniency for carrying on an extenfive trade with the 
other parts of Germany, and the two fairs held here annually are very con- 
fidcrable. The fuburbs arc called Saxenbaufen, and are joined to the city 
by a ftone-bridge, built over the Maine. Our firft intention was to have 
proceeded immediately on, without making any ftay at Franckfort j 
but Mr. Hope, who keeps a houfe of public entertainment there, per- 
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funded us to put off our going till the next day, becauie it would take up 
ibiiK timo to provide a proper boat, and to lay in fuch provifions as would 
be neceflary in our palTage down the Rhine. We begged alfo the favour of 
Mr. Hope to make an agreement for a boat, as the lum demanded of us, 
130 florins, appeared to be very extravagant, for carrying us only as far as 
Cologne. Mr. Hope informed us, that although 1 5 ducats had been the cuf- 
tomary price, yet confidering the great change which had lately happened 
in the country by means of the French army, and the extraordinary expcnce 
which the boatmen were now at for horfes to draw their boats back, he 
did not think we fhould be much impofed upon, if we could fettle it at 1 8 
or 19 ducats. We had no objedion to his fixing the matter on this foot- 
ing, but defired him, that he would take particular care in making the 
agreement, that the boatmen (hould not be allowed to encumber the boat 
with any kind of merchandife or goods. This, upon Mr. Hop^& propofing it 
to them, they readily agreed to, and the terms were committed to writing. 

A little after eight o’clock in the morning, we embarked, and to our 
great furprizc found the beft of the three cabbins or rooms as they are 
called, filled with merchants goods. The boatman, without paying any 
regard to our rcmonftrances for the. great injufticc he had done us, very 
unconcernedly put off from the fliore, and upon our giving him orders to 
land us again, he refufed to do it, and kept failing down the, river. Wc 
hailed fomc French officers, who were along-fide of us in another boat, tel- 
ling them how wc had been treated, and defiring their advice and afliftance 
in the affair-, who replied, that they themfelves were under much the fame 
circumftances, but that at Mentz^ or Cologne^ juffice would certainly be 
done us. 


At half paft three in the afternoon, wc left the river Maine, and entered 
the Rhine, and by four, got to the city of Mentz, an archbilhop’s fee, 
and the firft of the ele 61 oral college. Its fortifications towards the river arc 
inconfiderable, but we were told, that towards the land they are remark- 
ably ftrong. It is a very large populous place, built much in the lame 
tafte as Franckfort and other German cities, and would have been efteemed 
handfomc in England, an hundred and fifty years ago. The ftreets .are nar- 
row but well paved, and are all fupplied with water from the river by 
means of artificial canals, which prevent any offenfive fmells arifing from 
the common fewers. — A bridge of boats reaches from this city to the oppo- 
fite Ihore of the Rhine. 

In the way to our inn, from the river’s fide, we ftept into two of the 
principal churches; they ftand clofc to each other, arc both built in the; 
Gothic tafte, and contain fome altar-pieces and tombs which are well 
worth feeing. In the cathedral, we were (hewn the monuments of many 
of the archbifliops of Mentz, who were alfo tlcdors of the empire. Over 

their 
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their tombs arc federal of their ftatucs cut out in marble, with the coats of I759* 
arms belonging to their refpeftive families. In this cathedral the bones of 
St. Alexander •, and two of his fcllow-luffcrers in martyrdom, lie depofited 
in three fcveral calkets, which are always fhewn to the ftrangers who vifit 
it. They are kept in the middle of a fquare open Maafokum, within the 
choir, which is ornamented with handfome marble pillars at its four angles, 
and a beautiful carved foliage is carried from the architrave of one pillar 
to that of another. Here is alfo a well-toned, handfome organ, with a 
canopy of gold and filver tifluc, in which the miracle of our Saviour’s 
raifing Lazarus from the dead, is curioufly worked. The pulpit too is ele- 
gantly finiflied, being fet Off with pillars and pilafters made of alabafter, 
on whofe bafes arc Tome good Baffo and Alta Relievos. We did not fee 
either the archbifticp’s palace, or the arfenal, bccaufc the perfon whofe bu- 
finefs was to fhew them, could not be found. 

Mentz (lands on the left hand, as you go down the Rhine^ near the February zz. 
jundion of that river with the Maine. Here our boatman difembarked the 
mcrchandife which had fo juftly given us offence. He would have left the 
city early in the morning, as foon at lead as the gates had been opened, 
but was prevented by a very thick fog, which did not difperfc till one o’clock 
in the afternoon, when we got on board again, but got no farther than 
Bingen that evening, our watermen refufing to proceed but by day-light. 

Bingen is a conliderable town, lituate at the mouth of the river Nahot 
which here empties itfclf into the Rhine. It is diftant about i6 Englip 
miles from Mentz. 

We left Bingen this morning, and had a thick, fmall rain for the whole February 23. 
day. 1 mention this, becaufc it is the firft rain we have met with, finceour 
leaving the Lazaretto ‘ax. Leghorn. We were almod continually paffing by 
towns and villages on both fidcs of the river. Vineyards alfo arc all around 
us on the hills, and bear the appearance of hanging gardens even at this 
feafon of the year they form a mod romantic and delightful profpcfl. 

This day we failed by the famous ifland of rats, where Hatto, the wicked 
archbifhop of Mentz^ is faid to have been devoured alive by thofc 
animals. 

At fiK o’clock in the evening, we reached a fmall town, called Leenjleiny 
from the river Loen which here falls into the Rhinot and continued there for 
the ni|hc. 

’ • I iDprehend that the St. AUx<mdtr here mentioned, was AUxanitr the Pope of Rome ; 

who oroered holy water in its benediction to be mingled with fait, and fpnnkled in private 
houfes, “ Ad deemona morbo/que fugando$y' to drive away devils and difeafes ; and water to be 
wingW with the wine, as a token of Chrift^s union with his church. — He was martyred in 
AdrlQad% time. See Abridgment of Moreri's Dictionary, publilhed in 1703. 
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I 759* ■6*^ fewen this morning we put oflF our boats from Leptjim, rfie weather 

v-*-^ very foggy, and at half after two got to Cobkutx^ This city w very large 

February 24. po|}ulous», and the metropolis of the dedlorate and archbilhopric of 
oBUNTz. jj jj pjeafandy lituated on a point of land, which is formed by 

the ntceting of the and Rhine. Over the firft of thde rivers, is a 

large ftone bridge of twelve arches, built for the convenience of the inha- 
bitants of CohlentZt and the adjacent places. A ferry machine is conftantly 
going from the city to the other fide of the Rhine, where is a little town, 
and a very ftrong caltle built on an eminence, ftilcd “ The rock of ho- 
nour;” in the German language, Ehrenbriejlein, The ferry-machine is built 
on two boats in the form of a large fquarc gallery, encompaffed with bal- 
luftrades, and carries a tall flag-ftaff, on which arc difplayed the arms of 
the eleftorate of T reves. This machine is put in motion, by the ferryman’s 
pulling a rope, which is fixed to a ftandard on each fide of the river. 
The caftle appears to be almoft inacceflible to an enemy, and entirely com- 
mands the city of Coblentz. The archbifliop’s palace Hands at the foot of 
the fame rock on which the caftle is built, and the arfenal at a little dif- 
tance from the palace. 

Andernach. At three quarten after eleven at night, we got to Andernach -, which is a 
fortified town, fituatc on the weftern fide of the Rhine, and at the entrance 
of a fine open country, the mountains which hitherto had reached quite 
down to the river, ending juft before we arrived at this place. Here our 
boatman paid a toll, as indeed he had done before at many other places in 
our paffage down the river. 

February 25. At eight o’tlock this morning we got to Bon, after having lain by, and 
Bon- ftept all night in our boat. The city of Bon is the ufual refidence of the 
Eletflor of Cologne, whofe caftle and gardens arc very curious. The fortifi- 
cations of the city at this time are very confidcrable, and in the year 1705 
this place coft the Duke of Marlborough twenty days open trenches before 
he took it. 


Cologne. 


At half pad; one o’clock, we arrived at Cologne, a rich and populous city, 
and faid to be the largeft in Germany. It is built in the form of a crefeent, 
and by fomc called the Holy City from the great number of churches in it, 
which amount to fome hundreds ; among them you are Ihewn the reputed 
tombs of the three wife men, who vifited our Saviour by the guidance of a 
ftar, commonly called the three Kings of Cologne. It is well fortified t^ard# 
the land, and has a ftrong wall next the Rhine. Five regiments of FfSneh fol- 
diers now make up the garrifon. Immediately on our landing, we. repaired 
to the Hotel d’ Holland, and after rcfrefliing ourfelves, intended to have pro- 
ceeded direftly on our journey by land ; b^ut on fending our fervants to thtf 
poft-houfe for horfes, we had the mortification to find, that there was no 
poffibility of getting any till the next morning, every one belonging tq the 
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poft'iBaftrr hawing been hired yefterday to carry people to Ben^ where an? >'759. 
iM!M»,>opera, and (Hher di«?erEona^ are tx) be exhibwd ehia night. Vi,.-v— 

Horfes were fent to us this morning earlier than we expeded, and we fet Monday, 
off irara Cologfte half after nine o’clock, with three to each carriage, the February 26^ 
aumber which is commonly made ufc of on the Gtrman roads. The polls 
itom -Cologne xa Ckves ^nA Nimeguen, arc as follow. 

Polls. Hours. 


From Cologne to Dormain — i — 2\ 

Donnain to Nuys — i — 2 

Nuys to Hochftrat — 2 — 9 

Hochftrat to Santen — 2 — 6^ 

Santen to Cleves — 2 — - 4 

Cleves to Nimeguen — 2 — 3i' 


Total of polls and hours — 10 27 ^ 

Nuys^ Hochftrat^ Santen, and Cleves, arc PruJJian pods, and not regulated 
by the German poll-office. We pay by the Hone, mile or hour, either of 
wh ich is equal to about an Englijh league. 

We drove over a fine champain country, leaving the Rhine at a little dif- Hormain. 
tance on our right hand, and between eleven and twelve o’clock, got to 
Dormain-, we (laid only a quarter qf an hour to change horles, and 
then fet off for Nuys, where we arrived a little before two in the afternoon. 

Nuys is a confidcrable town, fubjcfl to the King of Prujfta, but the Trench Nws-. 
have made themldves mailers thereof, and of the feveral other places be- 
longing to that monarch In the low-countries. They have a regiment of 
cavalry quartered here at prefent, who, while we itaid to refrefla ourfclves, 
very agreeably entertained us with feveral tones on their Frr»f/& horns. We 
left Nuys between two. and three o’clock in the afternoon, and travelling 
over a moll charming, and well -cultivated country, by eleven at night, we 
reached the fmall village of llochjlrat ; and during the time that frefh horfes Hochstrat. 
were getting ready for us, we threw ourfelves on fame chairs, and took a 
little fleep. 

Here we mull bid adieu to the gay livery-drefs of our pollilion.s ; and arc 
BOW to be drove by plow.men both in drefs and behaviour. In Italy the pof- 
tilionu wear a coat of blue cloth turned up with red, a laced hat, and carry a 
fmall French-hwn acrofs their Ihoulders, decked with taffels. In the fouthern- 
moll parts of Germany, the poftilion’s livery is always of a red cloth. As you 
advance farther northward, it changes to a yellow faced with black, and' 
the French-horn at every hundred miles dillance, gradually increafes in its 
fize. Our prefent ffiabby pollilions have the vanity alfo to carry a horn^ 
and ixpcd that the fame refpeft ihall be paid by all travellers to its found,. 

a»> 
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1759 * as has been done to the horns of their well-dreflcd brethren. The fellow 
*— who drove us to Hechjiratt did not ride one of the horfes, but fcated hint- 
felf on a low box, and made ufe of a long whip. 

February *7. At half paft two this morning, we left Hechjlraty and at five got to the 
Rhineberc. gates of Rbineberg. The Frentb are alfo in pofleflion of this ^ace, and 
have a garrifon quartered in it. The gates however were opened to us 
without a queftion being afleed relative to our pafiports. This town is 
fituated on the weftern fide of the Rhine^ and at about a mile and half dif- 
tance from it. The country round this place is very pleafant, and well cul- 
tivated. Since we entered the Prujfian territories, we have frequently met 
with direfbion pofts on the road, which though of great alTifiance to a 
ftrangcr, arc not to Be feen in countries more to the fouthward. 

At twenty minutes after eight o’clock, we got to a fmall eminence, and 
Santem. difeovered the town of Santen lying at the foot of it. We had likewife in 
our view a moft beautiful vale, very broad and extenfive, with the river 
Rhine running through the midft of it. From this eminence, we could 
plainly difeover fcveral fpires belonging to the churches in Ckves. We 
reached Santen at nine o’clock in the morning. This town alfo belongs to 
the King of PruJJia, but is at prefent under the fubjeftion of the French^ 
who have raifed enormous contributions here, to the impoverilhment of the 
poor inhabitants. 

We left Santen at half paft nine o’clock, and at two in the afternoon ar- 
CtsvEt. poft-office of Cleves, which ftands juft without the gates of the 

city. From hence we were obliged to fend a fervant with our paffports to 
the officer commanding the French garrifon, with a requeft that he would 
give an order to the poft-mafter to fupply us with fix horfes. The officer 
complied with our defires, but not before he had put Icveral queftions to 
the fervant relating to our journey and charafters, and exprefled great fur- 
prize at our thus venturing to pafs through the armies of the Grand Mo^ 
narcb. 

Ckves is a confiderable city, feated on an eminence, about four miles 
from the Rhine. We travelled towards it over a very fandy road, of a long 
but gradual afeent, having both on the right and left hand of us, a double 
row of fine elm-trees, which had a pretty effeft, and greatly add to 
the agreeable fituation of the place, and the beauties or its eny/ons. 
We left Ckves at three o’clock in the afternoon, and at fix arrived at 
Nimeguen. 

This city is large, and ftrongly fortified, and the ftteets are well paved 
Nimicvek. and regular. It is under the government of the States General. Our ftay 
at Nimegtm was fo Ihort, that 1 will not pretend to give a particular, de- 

feription 
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fcriftion of it I fu exceedingly ftnick however with the ncatnefs and >759. 
cleanlinefs of the houfes, for which, here, and indeed throughoot the whole 
of the United Provinces, the Dutch arc fo juftjy celebrated *. 

Between ten and eleven o’clock this morning, we embarked in a boat February *8^ 
we hired here to carry us to Rotterdam, for which we agreed to pay forty 
guilders and at half after five in the afternoon, we got to a confiderable 
town feated, zs Nimegueu is, on the left-hand fide of the xvttvWaal, called 
Bommel. The wind not being fair for us, our Ikipper ftcered the boat to the Bommhl. 
right-hand fide of the river, to lie by for the night : we therefore went 
alhore, and repaired to a fmall neat public-houfe, where we met with the 
belt accommodations. 

We reimbarked this morning at feven o’clock, and at ten pafTed by Levef- March i. 
tein caftlc. In half an hour more we reached Gorcum, a confiderable town, Gorcum. 
feated on the right-hand fide of the river. The whole country about us is 
flat and low, but at the fame time looks extremely rich. An infinite num- 
ber of willows are regularly planted all along the banks of the river, which 
in the fummer feafon muft form one of the moft delightful profpefts in the 
world. At two o’clock in the afternoon, we got abreaft of Dort, a large Dort. 
town, and very confiderable port, famous for the Proteftant fynod held 
here in 161,8. At half paft fix we arrived at Rotterdam, where we had the 
fatisfadion to receive letters from our families and friends in England, agree- 
able to inftrudions we had given them from Leghorn, 

This is the richeft town of the feven united provinces, except Rotter- 

dam, with clean, regular ftrects, and canals fo cut that the largeft fliips can 
come up to the very doors of the merchants. We vifited their anatomical 
Ichool, and w'cre fiiewn the moft curious preparations laid up there, but 
did not find them comparable to fome we had before feen in England. 

This city being the birth-place of Erafmus, we had the curiofity to go and 
fee his ftatue, which is well executed in bronze. We vifited alfo the ex- 

^ “The extreme moilhirc of the air I take to be the occafion of the great neatnefs of their 
houfes, arid cleanlinefs of .their towns. For without the help of thofe cuftoms their country 
would not be habitable by fuch crowds of people, but the air would corrupt upon every hot- 
i’eafon, and expofe the inhabitants to general and infeddious difeafes, which they hardly 
cfcape three fummcis together, efpeciaTly about Levden, where the waters are not fo eafily 
renewed ; and lor this rcafon, I fuppofe it Is, that Leyden is found to be the ncatell and 
cleancft kept, of all their towns. 

The fame moidure of air makes all metals apt to ruft, and wood to mould ; wbich forces 
them, by continual pains of rubbing and fcouring, to feek a prevention, or cure : this makes 
the brightrefs and cleannefs that ftems nfie^led in their houfes, and is called natural to them, 
ty people who think no further. So the deepnefs of their foil, and wetnefs of feafon.s, whiclj 
will render it unpaffabie, forces them, not only to exa^nefs in paving their drects, but to the 
cxpence of fo long c.'iufeways between many of their towns, and in their high-ways ; as ir - 
decd, moft national cuftoms are the effedt of fome unfeen, or imobferved natural caufci; ui 

* Sir Tcnpld^ Obfervatlons on the United Provinces, vol. i. 

5 chario:c 
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1759* change ifbr tnerchantSt andi^esgreat cfaitrch, who& foundtition wiE-were told 
gave way fo much, foon after the edifice was finilhed, that it iq>peaised to 
be in great danger of fidling; hy a proper and curious appltcattion show- 
ever of the mechanical powers, the defcdl was pcrfcdly remedied, and 
this building now ftands as upr^ht, as any other of the ’churcto in 
•the city. ' 

At Rotterdam we intended to.have difpofed of out Italian chaifes, which 
had coaft us near forty pounds each, but not being able to get more than 
about eight fequins for them, we refolvcd to have them conveyed to England., 
in expeftation that it would anfwer better to fell them there. And Mr. 
Rofe (a Britijh merchant who refided here) was fo obliging as to agree with 
the mafler of a Hiip to land mine at Portfmouth., for three pounds ten Ihil- 
lings. We had been told at Leghorn, that wc Ihould be able to I'ell our 
carriages at Rotterdam for two-thirds at lead of what they coft us •, but 
we experienced quite the contrary, and the reafon is, becaufe cur 
gentlemen, who ufed to be travelling abroad, are by the prefent war con- 
fined at home ; confequently thefe foreign carriages are now of little ufc 
or value. 

At nine o’clock in the evening, we embarked in a ketch for Helvoetjluys, 
and by three quarters after nine in the mornmg, arrived there, difen i barked, 
and put up at a public houle kept by Mr. Fell m Englijhman, Helvoetjluys 
is a clean, little fea-port town, where the packet-boats, which pafs between 
England and Holland, are always ftationed. At the upper end of the town, 
is a large balbn, in which lie three or four Hutch Ihips of war, in or- 
dinary. 

March 4. At eight this morning, we went on board the packet-boat, and made 
fail for England-, but at five in the afternoon, the wind coming from 
the well, we were obliged to put back, and in a few hours got again to 
Helvoetjluys. 


March 5. 
Helvoets- 


LUVS. 


Monday, 
March 5. 


This morning at eleven o’clock, we once more put to fea, and in a few 
hours difeovered a fail, bearing down towards us, whom we fufpefled to 
be an enemy. The mailer of a Hutch veffel affured us, that the fhip in 
fight was a French privateer, upon which we altered our courfe, and pre- 
tended as if we were putting back to Helvoetjluys -, but at fix ip the 
evening, when it became dark, the matter put the packet about, and 
ftood for the northward, by which means we had the good luck, to efcape 
the enemy, and at half patt eleven the next morning, had the unfpeak- 
Hahwich. able joy of entering the long wi(bed-for port of Harwich. 

Thus after an irkfome abfence of more than five years, and a journey a,t- 
tended with fuch a feries of difappointment, difficulty, and illnefs, I oncc'more 
fafely landed on my native Ihore; and in thirty-fix hours afterwards, was made 

3 « completely 
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completely happy in the fight and embraces of my family and friends at 1759. 
Litchfield in Hampjhire. On fuch an occafion, could I help adopting the <— v«-j 
fcniiment and exprcffions of the Pfalmift? “ Praife the Lord, O my 
“ foul, and forget not all his benefits. I will publilh with the voice of 
“ thankfgiving, and tell of all his wonderful works. For he hath defended 
“ me from the peftilence that walketh in darknefs, and from the de- 
“ ftruftion that wafteth at noon-day. He has given his angels charge over 
** me, and at length brought me to the defired habitationv”. 
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APPENDIX. 


N*’. 1. 

Medical and Chirurgical Observations. 


T O avoid interruptions in the narrative, I omitted to enlarge on the 
feveral difeafes with which the fquadron was afflifled, I lhall now 
treat of that fubjeiff more diftinftly, as fomething of this kind will certainly 
be expccleti from a perfon of my profelTion ; and I flatter myfelf, that, 
although I mean to be concife, yet, what I have to offer will be of fome 
fervice to the general intcrefls of the navy. 

On this occafion I beg leave to carry the reader as far back as the pth 
of March 1754. when Mr. Watfon left Plymouth with all his fliips com- 
panies in perfeft health. In the months of May and June following, 
feveral diibrders took place in the fquadron, and in fpiie of the united 
efforts of all our officers, who ordered the decks to be conftantly fwept and 
feraped, and the ventilators to he daily ufed, by the 9th of July^ when we 
arrived at Madagafcar, they had increaled to fo great a degree, that the 
Kent alone had buried twelve men, befides a large number who were 
reduced to fuch an extremity, that they muft have died, had we con- 
tinued only a few days more at fca. 

The difortlers under which the KenPs people laboured at this time, were 
principally Putrid Fevers^ and Putrid Fluxes’, which though common to 
hot climates, were, I believe, confiderably increaled by the great quantities 
of ftock-fiffi and other provifions flowed in the fiffi-room and between the 
guns of the lower deck : the fiffi becoming putrid by the heat of the wea- 
ther, and by their long continuance there, emitted fuch a noxious fmell, 
mttde the air, in every part of the fliip below, unfit for relpiration. Be- 
fides, by tl'.is time the fea water had unavoidably made its way through the 
chinks of^ the ports and hawfe- holes, and by its flinking effluvia had greatly 
added to the contagion. 


L 1 1 2 
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It would be almofl; needlcfs to defcribc the particular manner in which I 
treated thofe .patients, while they lay on board, as there was nothing un- 
common in my praiftife ■, it will be fullicient to obferve, that I made it my » 
principal care, to keep them as clean in their perfons and births as pofliblc; 
to purify the air around them as much as lay in my power •, and not only 
antii'eptic medicines were adminiftered, but wines, punch, and culinary 
alTiftances were daily fent them from the admiral’s, captain’s, and lieute- 
nants ilores. Indeed, it is to thefc adls of humanity in the officers, and to 
the unwearied diligence of the furgeon’s mates in feeing thefe fupplies pro- 
perly applied, that the prefervation of many of their lives mull be attributed. 

I have oblerved in the voyage, that at our landing on the ifland of Mada~ 
gafear, where we met with a variety of freffi provifions and vegetables, 
elpecially thole of the acid kind, our lick people were rcllored to their 
health and ftrength in a very ffiort time ; and only four of thofe who 
were put on ffiorc from on board the Kmty died. The fquadron left 
that ifland on the ieventh of Augujly and arrived at Fort St. David on tlie 
loth of September following, in a condition as to health, that was by no 
means to be called bad ; but we thought it prudent, (notwithftanding we 
were lb foon to fail for Bombay) to fend on Ihore to the hofpital 78 of 
the moft fickly of our Ihips crews, moft of whom were labouring either tin- 
nier fcorbutic or bilious complaints ; for bilious diforders begun to make 
their appearance among us foon after our getting to India. The feurvy 
however was now become the molt predominant diftemper, which was 
undoubtedly owing to our fca palTage from Madagafcar to Fort St. 
David. 

^ Between the 14th of November 1754 and the 14th of February in the 
following year, 104 patients were lent from two Ihips to the hofpital at 
Bombay^ who chiefly laboured under fcurvics and fluxes. There were fome 
alfo very ill in bilious fevers; the fluxes were cither of the fcorbutic or 
bilious fort. At this period like wile, the feurvy appears to have been the 
molt prevailing diftemper, which perhaps was in a great meafure owing to 
its being the winter feafon. 

On the Coromandel coaft, between the 24th of January 1755, and the 
2 4th of OSlober following, we received at the hofpitals, from the Kent^ 
Cumberland., Tyger, Sedijbury., Bridgewater, znd King’s-J/ber, 12 14 * patients, 
of whom 168 only were in fourvies; the much greater part of tly; reft Were 
down in bilious fevers, bilious fluxes, or fome other diforder that difeovered 
an overflowing of the bile in the confticution. As this w^s the fummer 

• The reader is not to fuppofe by 1214 patients, that fo many perfons ^ere fent 

iick from the diips ; for the compliment of the whole fqoadron at any one time did not 
itfo0 4 he is to oe apprifed, that the fame man may have been fent to the hofpital, and after 
being cured, difeharged ; then fent again on account of a relapfe, or his being feized with 
another diforder, within the time mentioned in this account.— This obfervatioq is to be ap- 
;plied on every future occafion. 

3 feafon. 
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kafcm, it will fufficicnriy account for . the number of my fcorbutic patients 
being very trifling, in comparifon of chofe who were afflkStcd with bilious 
complaints.. 

At Bombay^ between the loth of November 1755, and the ayth of April 
*756» we received into the hofpital from the whole Iquadron 1334 patients, 
of whom 5^4 were in fcurvies, and fcorbutic fluxes. The reft were dif- 
eafed with various hepatic complaints, common diforders, or cafes of 
furgcry. Here it is worthy of remark, that this was the winter feafon, 
when the feurvy again becanne the predominant diftemper among us. 

On the Coromandel coafl:, between Ap’il 1756, and the 12th of OHober 
following, we received into the hofpital from all the Ihips 847 patients, 
of whom 132 were in fcurvie.s, 108 in bilious fevers, 163 in bilious 
fluxes, and 223 in bilious obftruftions. The remaining 221 were down 
in various diforders, but even in moft of thefe, the bile was predominant. 
A very few chirvirgical and venereal complaints are to be excepted. — This 
again was the fummer feafon, and we fee plainly, that bilious diforders were 
by much the moft prevalent during this period. 

On board the ProUSler an occaflonal hofpital fliip in Bengal river, and 
at the hofpital at Calcutta^ between the 25th of December 1756^ and the 
Sth of February 1757, we received 455 patients from the king's Ihips, of 
whom 72 were in the worft ftage of the feurvy, 27 in convulflons of 
the bowels from a fcorbutic cafe, co-operating probably with the muddy 
water of the river-, 12 in putrid fevers, and the remaining 104 were ill of 
various diforders, all of which, except a few cafes of furgcry, partook of 
the feurvy. Out of the whole number received into the hofpital here, I find, 
that at the clofc of the firft quarterly account, we buried 27 men; a par- 
ticular mention «f the number of the dead, may be proper to exhibit a com- 
parative view of the mortality attending the difeafes of the fquadron in 
Bengal, and our other fettlemcnts in India. Here my former obfervation re- 
fpc«ing the difference of feafons, once more holds good, for thefe being the 
winter months, the fcorbutic diforders greatly increafed, while thofe of the 
bilious kind decreafed in the fame proportion. I muft add, that the fqua- 
idron juft before had a long and fatiguing paffage of feven weeks from the 
Coromandel coaft to the river of Bengal % which doubtlefs was an additional 
reafon why the feurvy fo greatly prevailed at this time. 

At Calcutta, between the 8tli of February 1757 and tlic 7th df Auguji 
following, we received into the hofpital 1140 patients, of whom 54 were 
ill in fcurvies, 302 in bilious fevers, 109 in intermittents, i6 in meafles, 
32 in bilious and bloody fluxes, 56 in bilious cholics, 21 in venereal com- 
plaints and 1 55 were chtrurgical cafes. Out of the whole number wc 
buried 52 men. It is neceffary here to obferve, that much the greater 
part of this time, the weather was exceedingly hot and dry confcquently, 

during 
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during that fcafon, bilious difeafes were moft: predominant: afterwards, 
when the rains had let in, the intermittents began to make their ap- 
pearance. 

At the fame place, between the 7tli of Augujl 1757, and the 7th of 
November following, (during the greater part of which period, the weather 
being fultry and rainy), we received into the hofpital 717 frefh patients, 
befides 430 who were there before ; fo that in the whole we had in this in- 
terval 1147 on fhore. Among the 717 which were taken in laft, there 
v/ere 20 only in feurvies, 147 in putrid fevers, 304 in intermitting fevers, 
19 in putrid bloody fluxes, 155 in putrid fluxes; 10 in bilious obftruftions, 
6 in inflammations of the bowels ; 6 in confumptions, and 19 cafes of furgery. 
The 41 unaccounted for, were made up of men labouring under various 
diforders, but fuch as in general difeovered a putrefeent difpofition in the 
conflitution. Out of the whole number that were in the hofpital at this 
time, we buried lor, which added to thofe we had before loft in the Pro- 
and in the hofpital, fincc our arrival in the river, (which took in no 
more than 10 months and 13 days) make our whole lofs to amount to 180. 
And this is exclufive of fuch as had been flain in battle, or who had died 
on board their refpeftive Ihips before a provifion had been made for their re- 
ception in the Prote 5 ior^ or on fhore. So that (as will foon be (hewn) the 
number of men buried in Bengal^ amounted to more than half of all who 
died in the feveral hofpicals in India^ during the whole time of Admiral 
Waifon\ command, and for fome fhort time after his death, including a 
period of three yeats, one month, and 14 days. 

Thus far it is evident, that in the winter feafon, and during a long mitinu- 
auce at fea^ the feurvy is the difeafe to which failors are molt fubjedl in hot 
climates ; that in the fummer months^ when tlie weather is hot and dry^ 
bilious fevers and fiupces are the prevailing diftempers ; and that putrid 
fluxes and interniit tents are particularly incidental to European failors in the 
fultry and rainy Icafons at Bengal. 

I fhall now produce as exa£t an account as our hofpital books will 
admit, of every patient received at different times into the feveral hbf- 
pitals in India^ from the 13th of September 1754, 40 the 7th of November 
1757, which includes the whole of the time they were under my care ; and 
to each particular diieafe, I fliall put the number of thole who died in Lt. 
The whole number received into the liolpitals, amounted to 6062, Among 
thefe, tiicre were ill in 

Fluxes uncier difi'erent names 1819, of whom died 97, 

Scurvies ii03, died 11. 

Fevers of different forts 900, died 42. 

Incermittents 547, died 17. 

Bilious obftructions 536, died 10. 

Rheumatifms 103, died 2. 


Inflaitjmations 
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Inflammations of the bowels 83, died 5. 

Confumptions 47, died 3. 

Bilious colics 62. Meafles Inflammation of the eyes 24. Coughs 24. 
Spittings of blood 7. . Plcurifies 28. Died 11. 

Afthmas 14, died i. 

Quinfies 8. Convulfive fits 5. Supprcflions of urine 3. Cutaneous 
eruptions 6. Palfey i. Hsemorrhoides 4. Itch 4. Worms 7. Dropfy 2. 
Gravel 33. Died i. 

WcakneflTes from various preceding difeafes 57, died i. 

Venereal cafes 58, died 2. 

The following chirurgical cafes muft be added. 

Ruptures 18, died i. 

Ulcers 166, died 2. 

Contufions and other common accidents 147, died 5. 

Diflocated and fractured bones 28, died i. 

Gun-lhot wounds 131, died 17. 

Stumps after limbs amputated 15, died 9. 

Blown up by gun-powder 13, died 3. Scalds 4. 

By the foregoing account, the number of dead amounts to 241; but 
befides thefe, there were alfo 87 perfons who'died chiefly in fluxes, fevers, 
intermitting, or bilious diforders : but as at the time of their deaths they 
Itand on the hofpital books under the article of “ fundry perfons remaining 
for a confiderable while in the hofpital in various difeafes fo at this time 
it is not pradlicable to exa«5tly afeertain what were their refpedtive com- 
plaints, or to fix a name to thofe diforders that carried them off. 

I once intended to have written very particularly of the leveral difeafes 
to which Europeans are fubjed: in the Eajl Indies ; but having again and 
again read over, and always with freih delight, that excellent eflliy on this 
fubjeft publiihed by my ingenious and learned friend Dr. Lind, I am obliged 
to confefs, that I find myfelf altogether at a lofs for new matter. Inftead 
therefore of offering any thing of my own on this head, I think it will 
anfwer a better purpofe to make a few abftradls from the dodor’s very 
valuable book, and for more particular information refer to the work 
itfelf. 

* “ Next to Bencoolen, of all the Englijh fadories, the climate of Bengal 
proves the moft fatal to Europeans. The rainy feafon commences at Bengal 
in June, and continues till OSlober j the remainder of the year is healthy 
^iid pleafant. 


• Eflay, p. 78. 
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“ During the rains, this rich and fertile country is quite covered by rfie 
Ganges^ and converted as it were into a large pool of water. In the month of 
Offeheff when the ftagnated water begins to be exhaled by the heat of the fun, 
the air is then greatly polluted by the vapours'from the (Time and mud left by 
the Ganges, and by the corruption of dead fifh and other animals. Difeafes 
then rage, auacking chiefly fuch as arc lately arrived. Here, as in all other 
places, ficknefe is more frequent and fatal in fome years than others. The 
diftempers are fevers, of the remitting or intermitting kind ; for though 
fometimes they may continue fcvcral days, without any perceptible remilBon, 
yet they have in general a great tendency to it, and are commonly accom- 
panied with violent fits of rigors and Ihiverings, and with difeharges of bile 
upwards and downwards. It the feaibn be very fickly, fome arc feized with 
a malignant fever, of which they foon die. The body is covered with 
blotches of a livid colour, and the corpfe in a few hours turns quite black 
and corrupted. Ac this time fluxes prevail, which may be called bilious * 
or putrid, the better to diftinguilh them from others which arc accom- 
panied with an inflammation oi the bowels. In all difeafes it Bengal, the 
lancet is cautioufly to be ufed. 

“ But to quit Bengal, let us proceed to oblerve — That though the air in 
the Englijb prefidentmip of Bombay is not fo pure as at Madrajs, yet it is 
much more wholelbme than at Bengal-, the coaft of Malabar I^ing pretty 
healthy, though inferior in this rcfpedl to the coaft of Coromandel. 

“ The ifland of Bombay has of late been rendered much more healthy 
than it was formerly, by a wall which is now built to prevent the incroach- 
ment of the fea, where is formed a fait marlh, and by an order that none 
of the natives Ihould manure their cocoa-nut trees with putrid filh. 

“ At Surat and T elUebtrry, on the fame coaft, Europeans generally enjoy a 
good ftate of health. 

“ Madrafs is efteemed the moft healthy government belonging to the 
Englijb : and indeed the air of the whole coaft of Coromandel is in general 
pure and temperate, in relpedl: of many other parts of India, not only 
Madrafs, but St. David’s, Cuddalore, and Negapatnam the Dutch preftdent- 
ihip on this coaft. 

“ Befides thefe 'malignant and remitting fevers, which rage during the 
wet feafon, and fome time after it, in the unhealthy parts of the Ee^ Indies, 

* In my bofpiul nccoonts there is a dilHn£lion made between the bilious and pntrid Sax, 
In the £r(l fort tnere was always heat and fome degree of inflammation in the coomtntioii and 
bowels, accompanied with a full pulfe. In the latter the patients had chills, their Ikins 
clamnny, and puHe feeble. And what was commonly underftood to make the diflinftion, was,, 
that in the bilious fort, the bile was not in a corrupted or putrid ftate, in the other it was. 

Europeans, 
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Europeans, efpecially fuch as live intemperately, are alfo fubjed to fluxes, 
and to an inflammation or difeafe of the liver-, which laft is almoft peculiar 
to India^ and particularly to the Coromandel coaft. 

Fluxes are fcldom here accompanied with inflammatory fymptoms the 
difcharge being chiefly of a putrid or bilious nature, they are removed by ad- 
miniftering firft a vomit', then rhubarb, and laftly ipecacuanha in fmall dofes. 
After the bile and other putrefcent humours have been thus fufficientljr 
evacuated, opiates, with a diet of rice, and fuch food as is antifeptic, muft 
be prefcribcd. 

“ The difeafe of the liver is generally preceded by a high fever, a dif- 
ficulty of breathing, and a violent pain fixed in the right fide upon the feat 
of the liver, to which the fick perfon often applies his hand, feeking for 
relief*. On its firft attack the patient fliould lofe blood, and the part 
ought to be bathed with a warm, relaxing and difcuticnt fomentation ; or 
a biifter may be applied to it. When by bleeding, the fever is fomcwhat 
abated, a gentle purge or clyfter being previoufly adminiftered, immediate 
rccourfe mufl: be had to mercury, as a fpecific for this difeafe. A gentle 
falivation of 15 or 20 days mull be railed by means of the mercurial oint- 
ment rubbed upon or near the affefted part, together with the ufe of mer- 
curial pills of calomel taken occafionally.” 

To thefe obfervations of Dr. Lind, I beg leave to add my own teflrimony, 
that I almoft always found a falivation to be a fpecific in fuch complaints. 
Now and then it happened, that in the height of a ptyalifm, the mercury- 
turned on the bowels, and brought on a fatal bloody flux but notwithftand- 
ing this, upon the whole I will venture to pronounce mercury to be the moft 
efficacious of all medicines in fuch cafes. I may add, that it is the only 
medicine yet known which gives a patient any chance for his life, fince 
without his undergoing a falivation, an abfeefs of the liver is almoft lure to 
take place, and which in the end proves fatal. 

For inftances of fuch abfeefies, I muft refer to two or three, which have 
been particularly ftated, and with great care and judgment, by Mr. John 
Bogue, now furgeon of Admiral Sn Robert Harlandl^ Ihip in the Eaft Indies, 
and which are preferved in Dr. Lind's ellay. 

I cannot finifli this fubie( 5 t without obferving, that about the time 
'Mr.'fVatfon's fquadron entered Bengal river, a moft melancholy feene was 
exhibited by the feurvy : It raged with fuch violence, as to make great 
devaftation among us. This malady (as before obferved) was entirely owing 
to the very long paflTage we had in our voyage from the Coromandel coaft to 

■ And he always coroi^lalns of a pain in one or both of the flioulderj. 


M m m 


Bengal, 



{ 45 ® ] 

Bengal., and in the winter feafon. The Kent it is true loft but few of her 
people in this diforder, but the other ihips of the fquadron buried a great 
many ; which difference, I am perfuaded, was occafioned by the large 
quantity of orange and lemon juices that I had preferved in a half hogfliead 
during our ftay at Aladagafcar^ and which I now ordered to be daily given 
them in their -common liquor. 

At this time, not only moft of the fad fymptoms of the fcurvy, which 
have been fo accurately enumerated byDr. i/W, made their appearance, but 
two others, not mentioned by him, were unfortunately fuperaddcd ; viz. 
the Scrotum in many patients was fwollen to an enormous fize, equal to 
that of a globe of 12 inches diameter, and the contents of this fwelling 
was water, as appeared upon our tapping the Scrotum. The other un- 
ufual effcift was a convulfive fpafm of the inteftines, which fuddenly car- 
ried off feveral men. Some who were thus attacked, recovered, but 
others remained in the moft exquifite torture for twenty-four hours, and 
then expired. 

From the foregoing obfervations, and from others taken notice of in the 
courfe of the narrative, thefe four general inferences are indifputably 
clear. 

Firft, That fhips bound to the Eajl Indies fhould be as little incumbered 
with ftores between decks, as poflible. 

Secondly, That dryed ftock-filb, which upon the account of hav- 
ing no fait ufed in the curing of them, are fometimes put on board 
our fhips of war, to prevent the fcurvy breaking the amongft our peo- 
ple, by their foon corrupting and growing putrid, are fo far from an- 
iwering the good intention, that on the contrary they are productive of 
much evil. 

Thirdly, That as but few, if any, of the Kent’s people died in the 
fcurvy during our winter’s palTage to Bengal, whilft the other ftiips of the 
fquadron buried many •, fo this difference can no other way be ac- 
counted for, but by the antifcorbutic quality of the orange and lemon 
juices. It therefore follows, that if government would be fo far at- 
tentive to this fubjeft, as to order all fhips bound to the Eaji Indies 
to ftop at Madagafcar, or any other proper place, and take in , feme 
pipes of thefe juices, which might be made up into punch, and ferved 
to the feveral crews inftcad of grog i they would certainly be the means 
of preferving many lives, and greatly redound to the emolument of the 
nation *. 


• This ohfervatlon will hold good in every other country that abounds with thefe fruits. S/re 
Dr. laft edition of hisTreaiife on the Scurvy, p. 541, where wy remarks on this inie- 

rafting fubjeft are more fully fci forth. 

Laftly, 
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Lallly, Since intermittents, and other putrid drfordcrc, arc found to be 
fo prevalent in Bengal^ lliips deftined to the Eaft IndieSs ought therefore to 
be lupplied with a very large quantity of the Peruvian bark and Ipecacuanha 
root-, and (as Dr. Und has juftly obferved in relpeifl: to the fidt article) the 
liirgeons of the navy fliould on that account be excuied from taking with 
them other drugs, not wanted, or which may at a little expence be pro- 
cured by thcmfelves in the Eafi Indies. 

I think it my duty allb to infert in this place fuch direftions and obfer- 
vations, as my own experience and refledion have furnilhed me with dur- 
ing my long fervice in the navy, with reipeft to the moft eligible method 
of managing the wounded in the time of aflion ; a point of fuch im- 
portance as equally demands the attention both of the furgeon and the 
commander. 

The firft engagement I was in, was that between the late excellent and well 
known naval commander Commodore Barnet and the Chevalier de Caylus 
in the Mediterranean, in the year 1741, when fcveral of our men were 
wounded by the lliot of the enemy, and others blown up by fome car- 
tridges of gunpowder taking fire. At that time I too fenfibly experienced 
the very great inconvenience of the furgeon’s attending the wounded in the 
Cockpit, the place then, and in the late war, too commonly allotted for this 
important bufinefs. 

At the very inftant when I was amputating the limb of one of our 
wounded fcamen, I met with an almoft continual interruption from the reft 
of his companions, who were in the like dittrefsful circumftances •, fome 
pouring forth the moft piercing cries to be taken care of, while others 
feized my arm in their earneftnefs of being relieved, even at the time 
that I was palling the needle for fecuring the divided blood-vcficls by a 
ligature. 

Surely, at the time when fuch operations. are in contemplation, the opera- 
cor’s mind as well as body ought to be as little agitated as poflible-, and the 
very lliaking of the lower gun-deck, owing to the recoil of the large 
cannon which are placed juft over his head« is of itfelf fulficient to 
incommode a furgeon, and in a confiderable degree prevent the fkilful per- 
formance* of his duty. 

I muft ad,d, that a place of entire fecurity to the furgeon and his 
afliftants in the time of an engagement, is an objeft of the greateft con- 
feque::.-^, how much Ibever it may have been hitherto overlooked or dif- 
regarded. In the two laft wars we met with fcveral inftances of furgeons 
or their mates being wounded in the Cockpit by cannon balls, which plainly 

M m m 2 evince 
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«virtce that this cannot be a proper ftation for men, upon, whofc perfonal 
fecurity, the lives of fo many brave feamcn entirely depend. I wotild 
earneftly recommend it therefore to the Commanders of our Ihips of war, 
that the printed inftrudtions of the navy, relative to the place in which the 
fiirgeon isto be ftationed, during the time of aflion, be literally carried into 
execution : and that inftead of the too common and abfurd cuftom of coti' 
fining him to the Cockpit^ a platform be ereded for his ufe in the Hold^ 
where being as much as poflible fecured from all apprehenfion of danger, 
his mind will be quite calm and ferene, and his judgment undifturbeds 
confequently he will be more capable of performing thofe difficult 
operations, which he is always fure to meet with in a fevere engage- 
ment. 

This point, it mull be owned, is a very delicate one in refpefl to 
the furgeon, who, fhould he make an application to Ins commanding 
officer for this purpofe, might fubjeifl himfclf to the jocofe fmiles of fome 
of his fliipmates, and to the unkind flircafms of others, who would be ra- 
ther apt to impute his folicitude on this head to the care he takes of his 
own perfon, than to any good confequences he thinks n ay hence arile to the 
public. This was exaftly my cafe in the fcveral ffiips I ferved on board of; 
and yet in fpite of cenfure on one hand, and ridicule on the other, I had 
always refolution fufficient to declare my fentiments openly on this fubjefl ; 
and never once failed in the end to convince the commander, of the un- 
fpeakable advantages that neceflarily muft attend it. 

As many able, but modeft praftitioners, however, may, through the fear 
of being thought over felicitous about their own fafety, too timidly give 
up fo important a point; I take the liberty in their behalf, of thus pub- 
licly addreffing myfelf to the commanders of our navy in general, befeech- 
ing them, that for the fake of their own and their crew’s lives, and for the 
fake of their country, they would take this matter into their moft ferious 
confideration, and in times of war order a proper platform to be laid in the 
Hold for the reception of the wounded, without waiting for any applica- 
tion from the furgeon of the (hip. 

As an inducement for their fo doing, 1 beg leave to fet before them the 
example of the late Admiral Lejlock (who was univerfally allowed to be as 
good a fea-officer as any of the age) and who upon the prolpe'fl of his 
fhip’s coming into adlion in the year 1744 (though at that time he was 
laid up with a fevere fit of the gout) caufed himfelf to be carried into the 
Neptune’s Hold, that he might be an eye-witnefs of the platform being pro- 
perly conftru( 3 :ed, which he had before particularly ordered for tl^t^lace. 
And this able and judicious officer was often heard to declare, that *'0. 
the courfe of his early fervices he had fully experienced the ill coni'equences 
of a contrary meafure, and therefore always recommended this for v/hich I 

am 
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am pleading, to thofe gentlemen who ferved under him, as a matter of the 
higheft importance. 

The brave Captain Speke (a man as much diftinguifhed by his pru- 
dence in advifing, as by his adiivity in executing) did not fcruplc to own 
himfelf thoroughly convinced by my reafoning on this fubjecfl •, and though 
much innocent pleafantry had occafionally fallen from him whenever this 
became the topic of our converfation,. yet afterwards, at the attack of Cka?!- 
dernagure, when he himfelf was brought down wounded into the Hold^ and 
there faw the neceflity of the arrangement 1 have been recommending, he 
with great ferioulnefs made the following declaration to me : “ No fur- 
geon, my friend, fliall ever again be put to the pain of applying to me 
for a platform in the Hold-, for I now too well perceive what diftrefs 
and embarrafTment muft have attended both you and the wounded, had 
you been obliged to receive and drefs them all indifcriminatcly in the 
Cockpit." 

The method which was at that time taken, and which with fubmiflion, I 
think always fhould be taken, was, all the wounded were fent into the 
Cockpit, until that place could hold no more •, afterwards a part of them 
were conveyed into the Cable Tier. Two of my mates were ftationed there, 
to examine into the nature of their wounds. Such as were defperately 
hurt, and whofe cafes, in the opinion of thofe gentlemen, required an im- 
mediate operation, were brought by the affiftants to me and my other 
mates, who were waiting for them on the platform in the Hold. Thofe 
who were lefs wovinded, were dreffed by my two mates in the Cockpit, and 
titen placed on the fail, fpread there for that purpofe ; or on a floor made 
of boards, and covered with canvas, in the Cable Tier. 

I cannot conclude, without hinting to my brethren the furgeons of the 
navy, that had I in my earlier years known the confequences of a hot and 
bloody engagement, as well as I do now, 1 never would have emba'kcd 
on board a large Ihip of war, without furnifhing myfelf with fix or more 
amputating knives inftead of two or three having learnt from experience, 
that the beft of knives after an operation or two quite lofe their keennefs ; 
and unfortunately, the exigency of the time is fuch, as will not admit of 
jlieir being properly reftored by the hone. The fame reafon liolds good 
with refpeft to the number of faws, which in like manner ought to be in- 
treafed, for to difplace the old, and to put the fpare faw to the frame, is 
equally inconvenient in the time of affion. I would alfo advife every fur- 
geon.to furnifli himfelf with a greater number of crooked needles than have 
been commonly thought fufficient •, for iinlefs he has experimentally known 
it, it is impolTible for him to conceive, how many of thefe are either loft 
or miflaid during the r)oife and confufion of an engagement. 
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Having given the beft direflions in my power, for the better management 
of the wounded in a day of battle, with a few hints to the captains of our 
men of war *, I could wifli to afcend to the Lords Commiflioners of the Ad- 
miralty, and other gentlemen to whom the conduft of our naval affairs 
is committed, and pray them to take into confideration the prefent difeou- 
raging fituation of the furgeons of the royal navy. 

It is univerfally allowed, that many of thefe gentlemen, are men of the 
greateft abilities in their profeAion j and the importance of their ftation, to a 
kingdom whofe very cxiftcnce depends on the welfare of its fcamen, ap- 
pears at firft fight, without the trouble of entering into a long chain of rea- 
Ibning. It is alfo as true, that the fcanty provifion at prefent made 
for the furgeons of this * fcrvice, when they are out of coinmiflion, gives 
but little encouragement, cither for retaining thofe who arc now on the lift, 
or for the acquiring other able ones, fliould there be occafion by the 
breaking out of a new war; for only fifty of the feniors out of three hun- 
dred and upwards whofe names are mentioned on the naval lift, have any 
claim to half pay ; while the others are put to the moft wretched fhifts to 
earn even a precarious fubfiftence. And what adds greatly to the hardftiip 
of their cafe, is, that a. great majority of them are gentlemen, who have 
had the advantages of a good education, and been regularly brought up 
in their profeflion ; who embarked in the fervice in their youth, or prime 
of life, have done their duty for feveral years with great credit, and at laft 
after the war was ended, were left to the mercy of a wide world, as much, 
or more at a lofs to get their daily bread, than they were the firft day after 
their apprenticefliip expired. 

It muft be confefled, that a few of them out of fo large a number, 
by their own merit and affiduity, or by the deaths of old pradlitioners 
in the feveral places where they fixed themfelves after the peace was made, 
have at this time the happinefs to acquire a comfortable fubfiftence. But 
can it be imagined, that thefe men will ever engage in the navy again (tho’ 
their inclinations may poflibly lead them to do it) unlefs they could de- 
pend on a more certain provifion being made for them after another war 

was ended ? It cannot, it muft not be expefted from them. And 

how much the public fervice will fuffer in the want of fuch experienced 
furgeons, I need not mention. For though, upon the breaking out of a 
new war, there is no doubt but that many young men bred up to this" 
profeflion, would offer themfelves as candidates for a naval employ, yei;. 
being new to the fea, and quite unacquainted with praftice, they cannot 
poflibly be put in competition with thofe older furgeons, who have been 
long inured to the fervice, even on the fuppofition that their rcfpctftive edu- 
cations were exaftly the fame. 

• Every Airgcon of the aimy is inuUed to half pay, 
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I intrcat the liberty therefore, (after above 30 years fervice as a fur- 
geon in the navy, and when no advantage can poflibly arife from it to my- 
ftlf) to recommend it as an db}e<3: worthy of the attention of government, 
that a greater number of Naval furgeons be put upon the half pay lilt. 
An effort of this kind, will not fail of proving highly honourable to its 
chief promoters ; and as hereby a great many excellent practitioners will 
be fccured in the fervice of the public, it is fufficiently evident, that in the 
end it muft redound to the advantage of Great Britain. 
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appendix, 

N®. ir. 

Indian Trees, Shrubs, Plants, and Medicines, 


Cocoa-Nut Tree. 

A lthough mention hath already been made of the Cocoa-nut 
tree, yet as its produftions are of fuch great confequence to the 
natives of the Enjl Indies, I cannot avoid prefenting it a fecond time to 
the notice of the reader. It has neither bark nor branch, increafes an- 
nually, and at length gets to a prodigious height. Some of the trees arc 
of 50 years Handing, and 60 feet high, but none are ever more than 1 8 
inches diameter. The root is compofed of a great number of black 
foft fibres, which are tough, 15 or 16 inches long, and of the thicknefs of 
a goofe quill. The body, or ftalk, is Angle, and full of tough, perpendi- 
cular, and oblique fibres. A bundle of leaves (hoot out annually in a kind 
of fpatha from the top of the ftalk, and is concave towards the centre of 
the plant •, when thefe leaves firft ftioot out and open fully, they are per- 
pendicular, and then the leaves of the laft year are gradually forced from 
them, and become horizontal. Thole of the preceding year fall off, or are 
cut down by the tT oddy gatherers. The old leaves are compoled of a 
ftrong and large middle rib, which fometimes next to the body oY the 
tree is as thick as a man’s thigh, and 18 or 20 feet in length. From the 
bundle all around the tree, leaves of two feet or more in length foon grow, 
thefe are double at the bafe, affixed to the rib, and grow taper to a point at 
the end ■, thefe leaves Hand very clofe together, and at the top of the tree 
form an alinoft perfeeft, and pretty looking circle. The flower con ft ’ Jtm t 
from the concave part of the leaves on the top of the tree 5 the footftalk 
of which is as thick as a large man’s wrift, and nearly round ; this di- 
vides and fubdivides into many branches, among which are the flowers, 
and which in foine fort refemble the fecd-veflel of our common' plasitain. 

When 
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When the flowers fall off, tlie fruit whkh is called the cocoa-nut, are in 
great jiumbcrs affixed to the lame branches ; they grow to the fize of a 
boy's head, and are at firft full of a fine pleasant limpid water, which gra- 
dually grows thicker, and at length hardens to a Hrm nut. 

The Indians make boats, conftruft the frames of their houfes, and makqi 
rafters, of the body of the tree ; and by fplitting the centre fibre of the 
k*af, and weaving the pinnae together, they cover or thatch them alfo, by 
which they effc^lually keep out the wet, even in the rainy feafon. They 
likewife make mats and bafkets of the leaves fplit lengthways. They cut 
off a branch, or two, of the ftower-ftalk, and hang to the ftnmp of it an 
earthen pot, in which they colled: every day, from half a pint to a quart 
of ‘Toddy, this looks like clear whey, and when frelh, being Iweet and grate- 
fully acid, is extremely pleafant : if kept, it eafily ferments, and then it 
is ufed by the baker in fermenting his dough for bread. Good Arrac is 
diftilled from this fermenting juice, and alfo that fiery, fingle and fimple 
diftilled fpirit, called Feol, with which our feamen were too frequently in- 
toxicated. 

The nut, when thoroughly ripe, is thin, and of a yellowifh colour. The 
coat or hufle of the Ihell, is compofed of a large quantity of ftrong fibres 
folded from end to end, and is two or three inches thick. With thefe 
fibres, after foaking them fome time in water, they make cables and 
cordage even for their largeft fliips ; and yarns alfo, which are ufed in 
the conftrudion of their fhips, boats, houfes, &c. thefe they call Kiar- 
Tarns, as the firft is called Kiar-Cables. To attempt to enumerate all the 
feveral forts of yarns, would be endlefs *, it is fufficient to fay, that nails 
are feldom made ufe of in any of the country people’s buildings, and that 
in their ftead ropes and yarns are fubftituted. The fliells of the hut, ferve 
for bottles, cups, glaftes, lamps, &c. and at laft they make of them lamp- 
black for painting. 

The contents of the (hell in its firft ftage is drank as a pleafant, cool- 
ing, rcfrelhing beverage ; in its riper ftate, it is ufed to fatten hogs, catenas 
a part of the na'tives diet, and put as a thickner in all their curries ; by heat- 
ing it gently over the fire a large quantity of oil is alfo extra<fled, with 
whioh' the natives rub their hair, and fay that it makes it black, and fome- 
times they make ufe of it in their diet. This oil has no difagreeable fmell 
or ta^e, and I do not doubt, but if procured by expreffion, it would be ex- 
ceedingly good. 

breaking the fhells and expofing the kernel for fome time to the 
fun, they procure a ftill larger quantity of oil, but which is of a coarfer 
kind than the former ■, this fhey ule in lamps, and for their common fervices. 
Wheu the tree is cut by accident, or blown down, the rudiments of the 
leaves which nature had in ftorc for the enfuing year, are found to be of 

N n n a conic 
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a conic fliape, and when cut tranivetfclyt appear like the in a hard 
cabbage, though not fo chick *, this k brought to the cable in chin dices, 
and tadra lilce young almonds or dlberds, > 

Brabb, fo called at Bombay i Palmira, on the Coall ; and 

Tall, at Bengal. 

This grows much in the fame manner as the cocoa-nut tree, though^ I 
think, in general, Ibmewhat taller, The veftigia of the leaves of former 
years remain longer on this than on the cocoa-nut tree, and when the tree 
is 1 8 or 20 feet high, make it look as if it was covered with*fcales. 
The fibres of the wood arc rigid, as thofe of the cocoa-nut are tough ; 
the ilalks of the leaves grow out in the lame manner, and aic 
all as chick at die bafe, out they are naked fix feet or more from 
the bafe. The leaf grows round its own endi like a fan from its centre, 
and being doubly inferted into the end of the footftalk, it appears opera 
almoft to a circle j the leaves grow together thus for two thirds of their 
length, then they feparate, and each duplicate of the leaf goes gradually to 
a point, which makes each leaf appear like the rays painted round the 
fun, or the heads of Romtjh faints, fpreading four feet in diameter : but 
the aggregate of leaves form a head on the tree, in the fame manner as on. 
the cocoa-nut. The flower ftalk appears like that of the cocoa-nut, but 
is fomewhat thicker. The frtiit is as big as the fruit of that tree, but 
the hulk is not fo fibrous, and lightly divided into three lobes, in each of 
which is a fingle fruit, of an oval form, as big as an hen’s egg, and when 
ripe as fubftantial as a chefnut ; thefc are eaten by the poor, and the na- 
tives feed hogs with them, bur, before they are in a Hate of maturity, 
there is, as 1 was told, a jelly-like fubfiance round the kernel which is 
eaten particularly by the rich. The body of the tree is converted to the 
like ules as the cocoa-nut, and is of a ftronger contexture, the Poimira rafters 
being efteemed fufficiently ftrong for the belt houlcs on the Coromandel coaft. 
I'he flower- ftalk or Ifalks are cut for the extraftion of Toddy, in the fame 
manner as arc thofe of the cocoa-nut tree -, the Todt^ of the Palmira, k held 
in ftill higher eilimjatioti, than that of the cocoa-nut tree, and from this 
extradted^uice, a fugar is made, which is finer and better than 
from the juice of the fugar- cane'. 

Date Tree. 

This tree grows much in tlie fame manner, though not lb high,, as the 
two former, only that the velligia of the leaves of fome former years remain 
longer on this, than on the other.trees, and dlniofl: always give to the tree a 
fcaly-like appearance : the leaves grow out of the liiraa in the fame manliSras. 
they do from the others. The rnarh fibre is full as lorig' as the cocoa-nUt’s, 
but much fmaller, fince it feldom exceeds two inches in diameter. The 
fide pinna; are not above four inches long, they arc inferted doubly into tho 
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bafe, where they touch each other, but are far afunder at their points, which 
are hard : the dupHcaxe the bate of the leaves is continued along the 
main fibre, ib that it appears ibmewhat alated. The ik>wer is like the former, 
but more raroous : the' fruit are very numerous, their fhape almoft every 
body is acquainted with, and' it -is well known that they make a great part 
of the diet of the inhabitants' of Arahiay and part of Perjia^ but not to fo 
great a degree as Pomet has related. The numerous fruit on the trees in 
the Peninfula of India are hever perfcdtly rip6, although the trees are in 
great abundance tbere. 

Arica Tree. 

This has been fully delcribed in the 184th page of this work. I fliall only' 
add, that it is a fine flender tree, and grows in much the fame manner as 
the date, &c. 


Bonana and Plantain Trees. 

Thefe grow fo much alike, and the fruit only differing in fizc, that it is 
needlefs to make a diffincSlion ; they are alfo in many places commonly con- 
founded one with the other. Generally the Bonana fruit is the fmallcft, and 
of a round form, whereas the Plantain is angular ; there arc irf them from 
three inches in length, and one rn diameter, to eight inches long, and two 
and a quarter diameter, but the larger fort are coarfe. In general, when 
ripe, they are of a fine yellow colour •, yet fome are green, and others of 
a bright red, efpecially the lanjourine Plantains^ which are held in the 
higheu effimation. The Plantain tree is not fo tail as the cocoa-nut or 
Brahbt and thick pedicles furround each other at their bafe, and continue 
that appearance to the diftance qf fix, eight, and ten feet, when they fpread, 
but then the pedicle is contrafied, and forms the middle rib of the leaf, 
which leaf is fix or eight feet long, and 1 8 inches wide, of a beautiful green 
colour, and entire, but cafily to be fplitted crofsways ; the natives fplit 
them, in order to make of the leaf, diflies and plates for putting their 
boiled rice upon- (The leaf is alfo ufed for drelTing blifters with, in the 
Weji Indief.'i The Bower grows out from the centre of the leaves on a very 
long ftalk, which IS as thick as a large man’s wrift, of a deep purple 
colour 5 a conic lhape, and about 10 inches in length ; when this appears, 
you lee the fruit furrounding the ftalk in great numbers} 150001 great 
and fmall fruit, have been fecn on one ftalk, but not more than 100 in ge- 
neral come to perfeftion. 

BaJn^an Tree. 

Altboiigh this tree hath already been taken notice of in page 199, 1 Ihall 
here pre&nc to |he re^er, a more particular defeription of it, 

n p 2 


This 



[ 46 o ] 

This is the facred tree, but they do not, as is comtnonly.fup- 

pO'fed, pay adoration to it : the root Spreads a great way v the baric is a rcd- 
difli brown ; the wood is white and fpungy •, the tree grows to a prodigious 
height, and its branches fpread a great way. The limbs drop down fibres, 
which take root, and become another tree, united by its branches to the 
firft, and fo continue to do until the many trees cover a great extent of 
ground : the arches which thole different Itocks make, are gothic, and as 
before oblcrvcd, fomewhat like thofe we fee in Wejlminjlcr Abbey, the ftotks 
not being fingle, but appearing as if compofed of many flocks, are of a 
great circumference. There is a certain folemnity accompanying thofe trees 
nor do I remember that I was ever under the cover of any of them, but 
that my mind was at the time impreflcd with a reverential awe ! The leaves 
are of a bright, Ihining green colour, flefliy, oval, and about fix inciics 
long. The fruit is a fig, but of what kind I cannot fay -, it was with dif- 
ficulty 1 faw thofe which grow on th.it fpecies of the Banian, called the 
little Banian uce, (mentioned in the marginal note, page 199, whofe fibres 
had not entered the ground, and formed other trees) on account that tl.c 
birds eat them almoft as foon as they appear. 

1 know of no quality this tree has in medicine, but have been told, that 
the dropping Ihoots, when young and tender, and boiled in milk wicli 
the flower of the cocoa-nut tree, is a cure for a Gonerrh&'a. 

Little Banian. 

This is a very large fpreading tree. I have feen them 20 feet round 
the flock, which carried the appearance of being many flocks clofely united. 
The outer bark is of a whitifli, the inner is fpungy and of a reddifli brown 
colour. Shoots drop from the branches, and look as if they were defigned 
to touch the ground, and take root, in order to form another body, but I 
never faw that they did fo. The leaf is of a deep Ihining green above, but 
very pale below, and highly ribbed on the upper fide •, it emits a milky 
jtiice. The flowers 1 could never find, but 1 imagine they arc the fame 
as 'thofe of the common fig. The fruit is a fig of the fize of a fmall hazel 
nut, bf a pale flefh colour, fpotted with a deep purple. This tree grows 
all over India, and was curforily mentioned in my note made at Com- 
broon. 

PooN Tree. 

This tree grows very tall and ftrait j the bark is greyifli ; the igrood light, 
but tolerably ftrong ; it is frequently ufcd fpr mafts, but unlefs great care 
js taken to keep the wet from the ends of it, it fpon rots. I meafuftCfoMe 
of thofe ixcci xn Mabam wood on the iflahd, of Bombay, which though,, 
but 14 inches in diameter near the groimd, yet was full 50 feet high, 
and gradually taper. On and near the top, on the teveral br&nches, 
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grow the leaves, which are long and (lender, feven on each petiole ia 
a ftellated form, and affixed by (hort pedicles. The flowers which this tree 
produces, I have not feen. The fruit is in a hard pod, opening in two of 
its convex lidcs, (haped like a pear, but only a little flatted ; it is five 
inches long, of a fine crimfon colour, containing two rows of circular 
flatted feeds, as big as a boy’s marbles, and of a crimfon colour. 

Red Wood Tkee, 

This grows to near 30 feet in height, it is full of fliort branches arifing 
from the very root. The bark is red, and of an aftringent tafte; the leaves 
are (hining, and thick like our bay, oval, and about three inches long. The 
flower has efcaped my notice. The fruit is yellow, of the fize and lliape of 
a very finall olive, pulpy, very fweet, and contains a milky juice. The 
(fonc is large lor tlie fize of the fruit, and of a deep brown colour ; the 
kernel white, and tafling the fmallcrt bit of it naufeates the (lomach. 

Tulip Tree, called Bendar. 

The branches of this tree may cafily be cut into a line thick, fpreading 
head, and it naturally fpreads a great deal. It is planted by the European 
gentlemen \n Lidia, for forming their Ibady walks. The bark of it is brown, 
the leaves arc pretty large, and undulated, with a long (lender point at the 
end. Tne flowers are like tulips in fliapc, though the corolla are not fo 
flcJhy as tliofe of the tulip, and are often curled on their upper part : fome 
are of a yellow, Ibme of a red colour only, but moll of them are varie- 
gated. The feed-veflel is a round pod, a little pointed, not very hard, and 
divided lightly into three lobes, which contain a Imall black feed of a cot- 
ton-like fubllance. 


Euphorbium. 

On the ifland of Ceylon, this tree grows to a tolerable fize, and is to be 
found in great plenty. The bark is grey, wood white, and pretty firm ; 
all the fmaller limbs and branches, which are very numerous, are compofed 
of triangular, flefliy, folid, deep greep fubftanccs, each about three inches 
long, affixed to the ends of each other, where they are fmaller than in the 
-fflfddle: at the joints, there come out oppofite to each other, fometimes 
igur very finall flefhy leaves, and little red fibres, which are all the ap- 
pearances of flower or fruit that I have ever feen, The joints near the ftock 
of the tree, are much thicker and longer than the others, and fometimes 
near the extremity of the branches, they are a little flatted. The branches 
fp/ead a great deal, and the whole and every part of the tree yield a lai’ge 
quantity of a cauftic milkyjuice, which foon grows tough and ropy like bird- 
lime, clogging up the ivound you made in the tree to let it out, and foon 
hardening to the Gum-Eupherhtum of the (hops. 1 could not find that any 
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qf the trees Yielded the EupbarUum fpontaneoufif* and all the gum juice 
that at any time was found about the ftem of the tree, might eafily be 
traced as coming from a wound. 

In all the other parts of India except Ceyhn., I never faw any part of the 
tree that was woody, but the plant from the very ground was compofed of 
thofe late mentioned joints. At Bombay y and fome other places, there is a 
fpecies of it, which the natives plant around their Aelds and gardens, and 
which grows three or four feet high \ this is of a yellowilh colour, and as 
thick as a large man’s wrift, fquare, but as it were a little twilled \ on the 
angles grow very numerous lharp fpines, and round thofe fpines very fmall 
leaves and flowers, fuch as arc between the joints of the Ibrt before de- 
feribed ; the juice of this, is of the fame kind as that of the other 
fort. 

Milky Hedge. 

This is rather a Ihrub, which they plant for hedges on the coal): of 
Coromandel ■, the root of it grows in ail direflions, and is woody. In theic 
hedges the ftems arc not to a great degree woody, but where they arc fo, 
then the bark is grey and cracked, the wood white, and pretty folid. The 
whole Ihrub grows very bufliy, with numerous ereil branches, which are 
compofed of cylindrical joints, as thick as a tobacco pipe, of a green 
colour, and from three to fix inches long \ the joints are thicker than the 
other parts, but upon any accidental violence, the plant always breaks firfl: 
at thofe joints, and then it yields an excefllve cauftic milk, which prevents 
any human being going through the hedge, for it blillers whatever part 
of the Ikin it touches, yet I have leen buflaloes and goats to eat of itl 
When the joints are broken off at each end, the tube then contains but very 
little of this milk, with which I once ventured to touch my tongue, 
and found it a little fweet. At Bombay it grows to the fizc of a fmall tree, 
and the wood is greatly valued there for burning to charcoal for the fineft 
gunpowder. As to the great medicinal virtues which it is fuppoled to 
contain, it will be nccellary, in order to convey an idea of theni, to relate 
the (lory that gave rife to its fame. 

There was in my time a poor Pertugueze widow woman, who was the 
oldelt female of her family, and had wrought furprifing cures in 
moft inveterate venereal diforders, many of which bad been pronounced by 
all other praiffitioners, even European phyficians, as incurable \ thefe noto^ 
rious fa£b hid induced the company’s fervants, and particularly their fur- 
geons, to offer a very confiderable premium to the woman, for a difeovery 
of her medicine, but ihe always refufed to comply, alTigning for her 
reafon, that while it was a fecret, it was a certain provifiun for the main- 
tenance of the family, as well in the prefent as ur future generations. On 
account of this denial, our .furgeons, when a particuliw cafe ^bas been 
her management, have been at the expence to have her motions with- 
out 
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out door* carefully watched, and > as they seere not able to dilcover 
that ihe ever gathered bf any other plane or tree but this, they conjec- 
ture that it is the juice thereof, with which flic perfbnm her extraordinary 
cures. 

I interrogated (everal of the black dodtorsj who all agreed that it 
will cure the hues Venerea^ but differed as to the manner of adminfftring 
it i fome faying that a joint of it IbouWl be eaten every morning, others 
that the milk only fftould be dropped on fugar, and then put into milk, 
oil, dtc. and given daily to the patient. 

Jallap Plant. 

The root grows perpendicularly, of the lhape and fize of a carrot, tough, 
black without, and white within. The plant is robull, and Ihrubby, and 
is planted in the Eaft Indian gardens for borders to their partitions, and is 
cut like our box or quickfee hedges. The flowers arc the Belle de nuit of 
our gardens ; they grow in great numbers on the plant, and are of various 
colours. The feed remain after the falling off of the flower, naked. Angle, 
and of the fize, colour, (hape, and ftrufture of a large pepper corn. 
Twice the quantity given by us for a dole of our Jallap, is required in 
general of this, but as it grows wild in fome parts of India^ an equal quan- 
tity of that wild fort is fuffkient. 


Doll. 

The root is perpendicular and woody, throwing off fome lateral fibres* 
The plant grows in height to eight feet, and is Ihrubby. The leaves are 
of a pale green, and fomewhat woolly, but do not grow very thick on the 
plant. The flowers are yellow, and erf" the fiiape of our pea-bloffoms : the 
pod and feed relcmble our pea-pods and peas, and thefe feed are fplit, 
and ufed as peafe, and next to rice, are the principal part of the Indian fea- 
men’s food. 


Mungoose Plant, or Cassunda. 

J3 n)e root grows perpendicularly, and throws off fome fibres j it is fmall 
rf^^ltoody. The plant is creft, the lower part of it naked and woody i 
the.wiper part divides into many branches, in proportion to the goodnefs 
of the' fbil ; it grows about two feet high, and fpreads muebv when in 
a rich Ibil. The flowers are yellow, and like the pea-flower, they grow 
on fpike*s, and at a dirtance make a Ihowy appearance. The pods arc very 
narrow; and aboJt fix inches long, containing fcveral fmall feeds. The 
whole plant yields a naufeous difagreeable fmell. The root, is what the 
plmgoofe (a brown animaf of the ferret kind, an ene.my to fnakes, rats, and 
mioe) retires to when wounded by the Qovra Capdlay, which he digs for, 
7 and 
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and eats fome of, and then returns to the fight, and generally kills hts 
antaganiil;. Thclc circumftances I cannot lay I ever law, but received 
the account from jierlbns of undoubted credit. 

Mulberry Tree. 

This tree refembles thofc of the fame fpecies in Englani^ but the fruit ‘ 
is much fmaller in India^ than in Europe. 

CONISSIE, 

Is a Ihrub, which grows like a currant bulh on Malabar hill, in Bombay. 
The roots run horizontal in the ground, and, if broken, emit a little 
milky juice : the ^bark of the root is a fine bitter, and fomewhat of an 
aromatic tafte. A dccoflion of it is given with fuccefs in fluxes. This bark 
is rougher, and not of fo deep a brown colour, as that which is commonly 
called zx. Bombay the C^wj^e-bark, at 'Tellicherry xhc Conger ie-hzvVy and by 
the late Mr. Swan^ Cort de palla •, which is a thin, dark brown bark, with a 
whitilli mofs on it, a fcruple of which is given every evening as an excellent 
medicine in confirmed dyfenteric fluxes, as well as in agues, and which is 
faid to be taken from a large tree, the common fupporter of the pepper 
about ’TelUcherry., as mentioned in page 191 : the leaves of which tree are 
oval and indented, and the fruit are like an orange in lhape and colour. 

Doflor Hill mentions the Malabar ears as the fruit of the tree, from 
which he fuppofes the Coniffie-bzx\L to be taken j but the bark yielding thofc 
cars has little or no tafte, as will hereafter appear j what it has, is neareft to 
that of the liquorice root. 

After all, the indefatigable Mr. Thomas was of opinion, that the Conijie, 
which grows on Malabar hill at Bombayy is the very fhrub from which that 
excellent bark, mentioned in th'^preceding part of this work, is taken, and 
he believed that Don Diego the Portuguefe doftor at Bombay (by whom we 
ufed to be I'upplied with it, and as he pretended from Tellicherry) deceived 
US in the accounts he gave concerning it. Mr. Thomas's words are : 
“ It grows on Malabar hill, though Diego endeavoured as much as poflible 
to hide it from you and me, but I once faw fome of the branches otgjie 
flirub with the ufeful bark on it, by accident in his fliop, and afterwards 
found the ihrub on that hill, the whole of which affords a milky jiflce. 
Diego fays, that he gives the Congerie or ’Tetlicberry bark (he chofe not to 
fay the ConiJ/ie) in intermittents onlyy and that it anfwcrs as well as the 
Jefuits bark j but from experience you and I know that it anfwcrs al|o in 
old fluxes, and its virtues are well knowa to every praflitioner in as* 

well as to many in Europe.'* 


CoCagi 



[ 4^5 3 

CooAGi Palli, called by Mr. Swan Cort de Palla. 

This is a fmall tree, or very large Ihrub. The bark is of a duiky white 
without, and white with a greenifli caft within, (it grows at St. Thomas^ 
Mount near Fort St. George) i the leaves prefcnt themlelves on the branches 
in pairs, and are at the diftance of four inches from each other ; they 
grow with Ihort pedicles, are of an oblong form, pointed, and of a fine 
grafiy green colour. The flowers I never faw. The fecd-vcflels grow from 
a fhallow cup, on a footftalk of three inches j they are double, 14 inches 
long, green, fmooth, and as thick as a fwan’s quill : when ripe, they arc 
black, and longitudinally furrowed, fometimes forming nearly a circle, fomc- 
times an ellipfls, at other times they are nearly parallel, but always touching 
at their ends, ancLat their ends only. From their fliape they are called M«- 
labar-ears, on account of the rcfemblancc they bear to the ears of the women 
on the Malabar coaft, which from the large flit made in them, and the 
great weight of ornamental rings put into them, are rendered very large, and fo 
long as that they fometimes touch the very (boulders. Thefe velTels have 
brown feeds, ot the (hape of our oats, contained in a fine fibrous filky fub- 
ftance of a pale colour. I could not find that the bark is at all ufed, and 
what Dr. Hill, and the author, have before called Codagi Pallis, is the bark 
of a large timber-tree with indented leaves, on the Malabar coaft, commonly 
named the Congerie bark. The feeds however are ufed as carminatives, 
and on the coaft of Malabar are highly valued for their medicinal virtue in 
the cure of fluxes, for which end they chew a few of them morning and 
evening. 

Beetle.. 

This is a volubilis, and is fupporred on flicks, like French beans, and 
runs 12 feet high ; the leaf is flcfliy, and of a pleafant green ; its ufes have 
been related in p. 184 and elfevvhere. 


Tamarind. 


Tliis tree is very large, and has been well deferibed by Dr. I/ill. 

Mussendell. 

The root is fibrous, perpendicular and woody. The flalks grow double 
from, the root, are woody and tough, with a thin brown bark over 
th^^l’ccn: the leaves grow in pairs, are foft, of a bright green, whitifh 
above* and hoary below : the flowers grow on umbels in the alac of the 
leaves near the top of the branches. 

Talmoolie. 

Tfic root is like a radifh, but fmaller; brown on the outfide, and accom- 
panied with many fmaller roots, from which grow the leaves. I have never 
.feen any flower or fruit on them 
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Agnus Castus,' 

This grows to a fma^l tree, it is. well defcribed by Dr. Hill, its leaves 
are ufed in dlfcutient fomentations. 

Ci-NNAMON Tree. 

This grows only in Ceylon ; it will increafe to a very large tree, but when 
large, the bark is of no ufe (as it grows very thick and fpungy) except 
when they diftil it for its oil, or for cordial waters, of which laft the Butch 
have great variety, and very fine. The bark of the branches is the firft year 
of an elegant green, and almoft tranfparcnt. The fccond year it is brown •, 
the third, they take it off for cinnamon. That the root of an old tree pro- 
duces camphire, has already been noticed. The natives make an oil from 
the fruit, which fruit is hard, and has the appearance of old caftilc foap, 
and when feraped yields an agreeable fragrancy. The Butch are very 
careful that no cinnamon or oil be carried from the ifland by foreigners, 
and cinnamon fells in any Butch fcttlement in India for two dollars per lb, 

Glantigura or Gocrow. 

This is a handfome plant, grows i6 inches high, the root ftrikes perpen- 
dicular into the ground, is yellow, and throws off fome loofe fibres j the 
ftalk is fingle, ereA and fucculent, but foon divides and fubdividcs into 
a number of branches which are alfo green and fucculent. The leaves are 
of a pale but pleafant green, fomewhat thick. The flowers are yellow, and 
campaniform j they grow in the alae of the leaves, and at the divifion of the 
bj-anches ; the fruit is only a hufle, which contain" one ftcllated feed, whofe 
points are very lharp, and when dry it falls into feveral pieces, each having 
two fpincs ; the make of the hulk is adapted to the lhape of the feeck 
A fmall branch of this plant, when frelh, dipped two or three times into a 
bafon of water, changes the water to the confiftence of the white of an egg, 
changes milk to the thicknefs of rich cream, and gives to both a very 
^rceable fmell and tafte. Half a pint of this cream drank every morn- 
ing, in the courfe of lo days, as I, and Mr. Thomas too, experienced in 
our praftice, often cured a Gonorrhoea without the aid of any other medi- 
cine j the firft account we received of the virtues of this plant was from 
Dr. Biego, whofe name has ailready occurred. 

Mr. Thomas, in a letter he favoured me with foon after his arrival 
in England from India, wrote thus •, “ The mucilage plant, you well remem- 
ber we fuccefsfully tryed in Gonorrhoeas, dipped in milk agreeable to Diego\ 
direftions, as well as with fome advantage for diforders in the breaft. I 
mull: now inform you, that the Indians ule it to purify their foul vyter. 
On the coaft of Coromandel, where it grows in great abundance, they’ 
call it Glantigugla or Grantigugra, At Bombay Dr. Biego called the feeck 
Roufette, and laid he gave a decotftion of them to promote fpitting in a fali- 
5 vation. 
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vation. The Perfm and Pertuguefe women cultivate it in their gardens, 
call it Gograc, Or Cbcruc^ and give ft infufed in wine to their hufbands, “ T 9 
make back Jlrong and as I thought this intention conveyed an idea of its 
poflefling a ftyptic quality, I grew fearful of adminiftering it in venereal 
diforders, but an incident foon happened to dillipate my fears, and to refiiorc 
to my mind its former favourable impreflions. A friend of yours and mine, 
under my care, who had been vexed with an obftinatc indurated venereal 
Bubo, from which only a green fetid difeharge could be procured, hearing 
of the virtues of this plant, and being ftruclc. with the fimplicity of the pro- 
mifed cure, refolved, contrary to my advice, to make ufe of the mucilage 
plant in milk, and truth obliges me to fay, that he had not taken it more 
than three days before tht Bubo fubfided, the matter became pure, and loon 
afterwards he was perfedlly cured by this medicine only.” 

B U R N O, 

Is a large tree. The leaves grow in bunches on the top of the branches, 
three together, on a pedicle of 6 inches ; they are foft to the touch, of a 
bright green, and which the natives give as a cooler in fevers. 

WoOLAT CoNGWILI.. 

This grows to a fmall tree j it is a kind of mallows. 

Naloe Usitica, 

Is a very fmall plant, does not grow erect ; the natives make ufe of it 
as an aftringent in fluxes. 


JA CKAILE. 

This grows to 10 inches in height, and three or four flalks come 
from one root i they give the whole plant as a febrifuge. 


Sambramac. 

They give a draught of a decoftion of this plant over night for a 

Paehair. 

This has many iharp Ipinous feeds, and is givtn in a Gonorrheea. 

Chatrass, 

Dip this plant in boiling water and then rub it on the tongue, after- 
wards walh the mouth with the impregnated water, and it will cure ex- 
coriations from lime, pepper, 


O o o 2 


Dous- 
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Dousrac. 

Is a voluti>iUs with blue flowers, and five feeds in a bunch that are like 
the fpice cloves. A decoftion made of the plant, it is faid, will eyre a 
Gonorrhea. 

JUMMIE. 

A dccoftion of this plant is given to cure agues, and fevers that arc 
attended with ftiiverings. 


Havisac. 

This is a laxative, given in dcco<flions to remove the effefls of a debauch. 

Chaddock. 

This is a tree which grows like the lemon-tree, the fruit is alfo of that 
kind, grows as large as a man’s head, and is round ; it is a fine pleafant 
fruit, is eaten at our tables, and reckoned as wholefome a fruit as any in 
Jtidia : there are plenty of them at Ceylon and other places, and they com- 
monly are called pumple or pimple-nofes. 

COLOCYNTH. 

This is well deferibed by Dr. Hill. I have feen them at For/ S/. David 
fpread full twenty yards in diameter -, they lie clofe to the ground, and gene- 
rally fill the whole fpace of ground they run over, forming an almoft perfedt 
circle. The Cathartic quality of this plant is too well known to need a 
defeription. 

B o N N E E. 

This is a robuft Ihrubby plant, grows to two feet in height, and ramous. 
The root goes perpendicularly into the ground, and is as thick as a Iwan’s 
quill, but divides below. The leaves on the branches are pretty .numerous. 
The flowers are of a fine purple like our pea-flower. The root powdered 
and mixed with pepper, is given by way of fnufF to clear the head when 
fluffed. 

God’s Pipull. 

This is a fhrub which grows four feet high ; its root, which is an 
in diameter, is of the tap kind, of a reddifh brown on the outfide, and white 
within. The leaf is of a bright green. The root bruifed, and applied as a 
cataplafm, the natives fay, will cure pained limbs. 

Maccumseem. 

The root, which grows like the liquorice, is as thick as a man’s finger, 
fibrous, in colour fomewhat grey, but tinged yellow. The ftalk is round* - 

and 
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«nd green. It grows to a confidcrable height, but the ftalk is fo flendcr 
that It is not able to fupport irfeif.' The leaves grow three together on mo* 
deratcly long pedicles •, they are of a -deep green colour above, but paler, 
below. The flowers I have not feen. The fruit is a pod, of the lhape of 
that of the pea, about five inches long, and two wide. The feeds arc 
enclofcd in a double membrane, arc of an oval lhape, a little flatted, and 
half an inch long. The juice of the root is given in a dropfy. 

Racalcurry. 

This has a tap root, which neverthelefs throws off many fibres that are 
nearly as large as itfelf, but not much bigger than pack-thread. The 
ftalk grows i8 inches high, but is procumbent j it has five deep furrows 
running along all its length} the ftalk, which is of a green colour, throws 
out many branches. Leaves of different lhapes, grow from the branches 
on pedicles of four inches. At every joint of the main flalk arc two fmall 
cordated leaves furrounding it by their bafe, and, as the joints are near each 
other, thefe appear like fquammas. 1 he flower is a fm.aU bilabeated corolla ; 
I could find no ttamina ; the ftyle is pyramidal, with many fine fibres on the 
top of it. l‘hc fruit is a pod about three inches long, as thick as a crow’s 
quill, and ftrait, containing about ten black feeds three of thefe pods grow 
from the top of every branch. The juice of this plant given with honey, 
is efteemed to be a great cooler. 

Harrijose. 

The root is fibrous •, the plant is compofed of a number of fquarc hollow 
joints four inches long and of an inch wide, of a deep green colour } it 
fecks fupport from buflies and trees, and grows pretty long, and is much 
divided. When near the ground it throw.s out roots at its joints, and emits 
a milky juice. At every joint is one leaf, (oii fliort, fucculent, and bright 
green petioles) and a flower. The flowers are red, and umbelliferouE, but 
1 have not feen them perfeft. The whole plant is ufed as a repellent and 
diffolvent. 

Acknok. 

The root grows perpendicularly, and is of the thicknefs of a crow-quill. 
The pLnt is a creeper, which throws out roots at its joints, and runs up 
tre^?r^^^* to the height of 12 or 14 teet. The leaves are of a deep green, 
growTCgularly at four inches diftance from one another. The juice of the 
plant is given with pepper for the cure of an anafarcous fwelling; one tabic 
fpoonful and half is efteemed to be a fufficient quantity fur a purging 
dofe. 

Lajutee. 

This is a pretty little plant with a perpendicular root as thick as a fmall 
pack-t|ircad, but which divides. The ftalk i.s naked for about two inches, 
7 retldiiU 
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iPeddim at bottom, but woolly above, where it forms a kj#ui of, head, and 
throws out above twenty'* creft fibres four inches long, round, red, and 
woolly : on two thirds of the outer ones are the leaves, or a fine green' colour. 
0/1 the top of the remaining third part of the fibres are the flowers, five 
on each, the calyx is green, corolla yellow. The root is powdered and 
applied to wounds. 


Kaoon. 

The root is tuberous and like ginger : the ftalk grows irp’wards five feet, 
and is 4 of an inch in diameter, of a browniftl' green colodf, jointed regu- 
larly at the diflance of three inches. The leaves grow near the top alter- 
nately, diflant from each other three inches -, they arc foft, and furround 
the ftalk at their bafe. The flower is compofed of a few green-coloured 
fquammae on the top of the ftalk. The fruit is a triangular pod, which 
contains numerous black angular feeds. 

Dunqoeen. 

The root is as big as a goole-quill, goes down perpendicularly, fend- 
ing off lateral (hoots. The ftalk is round, green, and of the thicknefs of 
the root, but foon divides into five or fix branches. The leaves grow at 
the joints, at the diftance of five inches from each other, upon a petiole 
of three inches j they are hairy and of a deep green colour j in the alae of 
thefe grow the flowers. The juice of it allays third: in fevers. 

SOONRAGE. 

The root is a bundle of thick ftiort perpendicular fibres. The ftalk is as 
tYiick as a man’s finger, grows ereft, and to the height of two feet, but 
naked 4 of its length, jointed regularly at the diftance of one inch. Oc. 
the upper third joints, the pale green leaves alternately grow, and furround 
the ftalk. The flowers grow in fquamous heads on the top of every 
ftalk. The juice is given in fevers-, and the leaf and root when pounded 
is applied as a repellent to fwellings in the groin. 

Conic Champow. 

This grows to a tolerable large tree, and fpreads very much*, Its Jeaves 
will difeover it from every other tree; they are or a pale but (hining green, and 
fix of them grow round the end of every branch in a radiated manner. 
"When the leaves fall off, the part they broke from becomes a feparatc branch, 
at the end of which, fix other fuch leaves (hoot. out. In the center vf thqfe 
radii, another branch is produced with fix more leaves, and were it not 
for accidents the tree would grow regularly tall. The flowers I have never’ 
fccii. The fruit confifts of naany long (lender pods, which are but very little 

thicker 
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thicker than pack-thread, in length fix inches*, thefe are round, and contain 
oblong feeds, but opportunity did not offer for my feeing them when ripe. 
There are vanous forts of this fpecies of trees, 

Kol Meg, in Bengali Creat, in Bombayi 

The root is fibrous and contorted. The plant grows 15 inches high. 
The leaves feel very foft. It is exceflively bitter, and given as a itomachic 
and vermifuge. 

Esurmool. 

The root is long, and about 4 an inch in diameter, and without leflening 
its fize runs like liquorice a good way into the ground, being brown on the 
outfide, and yellow within : as the root is fomewhat contorted, plants arife 
from different parts of it, and thefe grow fo as to be 1 8 inches high, but 
as they are flender they require to be fupported. The leaves are of a light 
green, flelhy, and grow but thinly on the plant. The root is powdered 
and ufed in foul ulcers ; but its moft excellent quality is, that if a piece of 
it is held in the hand, it will drive the covra capella fnakes away from you 
in great hafte, as they will not come near the place where the root is. 

Durka Jomp, 

The root is black, fmall, contorted and tuberous, thickly fet with nume- 
rous black rigid fibres. From each branch of the root grow fingle, hard, 
fquare, black fliining ftalks, naked about a foot from the ground, then at 
every three inches diftance grow, in pairs, the leaves *, it rifes to two feet. 
The feeds, I think, are round the margin of the leaf. 

Durka Jomp, 2d. 

The root confifts of a number of very fine, fmall, black fibres-, from 
thefe grow fevcral fine black fliining ftalks, 10 or 12 inches high, as thick 
as a pack-thread at bottom, but gradually leflening upwards. 

Calka Jomp. 

The root is compofed of a number of fmall black rigid fibres from .a 
kind of head, from which alfo grows the ftalk ; this ftalk is perfedtly round, 
woody and ftrait, and grows to 14 inches in height; on the top, it is divideci 
into two branches, and thofe again into two others, on the top of whicli 
branches are the leaves, which are of a pleafant green colour. The three 
laft plants are reckoned to be great pedlorals. 

SlIAWLPON. 

This grows from the ground three feet, but not quite ere< 5 t. The root 
is'lmall and fibrous yet perpendicular. The leaves grow alternately and arc 

4 
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of a pale green. The Bower I have not feen. The parts where the fruit 
are produced are above the' leaves. This, and half a dozen more cooling 
plants are made into a decoftioh, and given in India as their greateft febri- 
fuge. 

SuTTA MuLLIE. 

The roots are very numerous •, they hang from the bafe of the plant by 
thin fibres, which gradually’enlarge to the fize of a man’s finger, then taper . 
gradually to a point, they are about eight inches long, white and fucculent, 
cafily dividing lengthways. There is alfo amongft them, here and there, 
a fmall fibre which runs off to a*-confiderable diftance, and from this 
grow frefh bundles of roots which fend up plants. The ftalks arc of the 
fizc of a fwan’s quill, woody and fpinous, and fome of them grow 12 feet 
high, then come branches which are very like the afparagus, but fpinous, and 
are an inch afunder. Indeed the firft fhoots from the ground, which are alfo 
fpinous, bear likewife fome refcmblance to the alparagus. The quantity 
of roots which was brought to me, and was the produce of one original 
plant, would more than fill a peck mcafure. The juice of the root 
»s given in Gonorrbfcat, 


Nawpetkee. 

This is a beautiful little creeper, and fpreads a good deal. The flower and 
fruit anfwer the chara£l^ of Dr. HiWs Cordiofpermum^ only that the feed 
is a beautiful blue. 


Bale Tree. 

This grows to a large tree and is fpinous : under each fpine grow the 
leaves, which are of a pale green. It bears fruit, fome of which are as big 
as a boy’s head ; when ripe they arc of a greenifli yellow ; the (kin is very 
thin, and fmells like a citron, under which is a hard woody fhell 4 of an 
inch thick, full of a fine pulp, of an high flavour, aqd which is etleemed to 
be very nutritive ; in this are very bitter feeds covered with a fine balfamic 
fubftance, of the colour and confiftence of Venice turpentine. The whole 
when dry is red and granulated, and given on the Coromandel coall in the 
jart ftage of a fever, and is called B'tUapatree. 

Doomar. 

This is a fmall tree, or rather Ihrub, growing in hedges, or out of walls i 
tJie bark is grey and rough. The leaves are of a pale green ; the upper part 
of the leaf is paler than the under part, the latter is very harfh and rough. 
The fruit is a yellow fig of the fize of our fig in Europe. It groyvs all 
(ivcT India, and on the coaft tlicy ufe the leaf to polilh their 

hlack-'ijoood. . 
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Scarlet Fig. 

This is a very ijprcading tree, the branches generally growing in a cir- 
cular manner as ir cut by art, the under part of the limbs making almofl: 
a plane at the diftance of i o or 1 2 feet from the ground, affording fine 
Iheltcr for the cattle j the upper part is convex, and of a confiderablc height. 
The femidiameter of one near Calcutta in Bengal is full 20 5rards. The bark 
is brown, the fkin next it, and allb the wood, is of a bright reddifli brown. 
All the figs from their limbs dropfhoots which take root. The leaf is of a 
fine deep fhining green above, but fomewhat paler below. It flowers as the 
other figs do j the fruit is a fine fcarlet fig, whofc diameter is an inch, 

CODDAM. 

This is a large timber-tree which grows to 40 feet in height j the root 
fpreads much. The bark is grey, and much cracked j the wood is of a pale 
yellow, and clofc grained. The leaves are of a fine green colour and elegantly 
ribbed, they grow in pairs. The flower grows at the end of the branches, 
it is round and of the fize of a tennis-ball, and almoft: as hard, excepting 
the ftyle, which is much longer than the cup, and being perfeftly whit^ 
ftanding out of it, makes it look as if it was larded : the furface of 
the ball is made up of fine yellow monopetalous cups, 4 of an inch long, 
divided into five parts for a third of their length 5 and their five Aamina arc 
Ihorter than the cups. Stigma are oval theic are fo very clofe together as 
to make it of the hardnefs above-mentioned ■, within this, of the fame length, 
is another feries of white flowers : the reft is a fibrous w'hite Huff, without 
any appearance of feed ; the flower is fixed to a long and flender peduncle. 
This tree is planted for ornament and lhadc, on the fides of the walks at 
Bengal. 

SiNGO, on the Malabar coaft; Morung.a., on the Coromandel. 

This tree grows up to 20 feet, and fpreads a great deal. The bark is 
nearly white, the fkin tliat is next to it, reddifli j the wood is whitifli and 
fpungy. The leaves are of a pale green, very tender, and pinnated fartlicr 
than Dr. Hill deferibes them to be, but 1 think what he calls the ramolc 
leaf of the j 5 f«, comes neareft to a true defeription. The flowers are white, 
and grow on large fpikes altnoft covering the tree, yielding a beautiful 
appearance. The fruit is a long triangular pod, which contains in its 
cavities hard, angular, alated nuts, and which I apprehend to be the Ben nuts. 
The root of this tree is ufed as horle-radifli, and taftes Very much like ir. 
The leaves mixed with a little fait, and taken after a furfeit, vomit fmarcly. 
Thr, fruit when- green the Indians czt \n their curries, and fo they* do the 
flowers. The tree affords areddifh gum, in fhape and quality like gum Tra- 
gficanth. if the wood be not the Lignum Nephriticum ? It grovi 1 

idl over India. 
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Jack, 

■ Is a itrg« ipreaditig tree j the bark is brown and rough, the wood of a fine 
bright yellow, and takes a good polifli, the leaves arc of a deep Ihining green. 
The flowers grow out of the flock and large branches on fhorc foot-fialks j 
they are white, very flefliy, and (haped like a tulip. The fruit is large, 
rough, and of an oblong figure, containing three feries of feeds, which are 
about the fize of a bergamote pear ; within thefe, is a large kernel which 
fills the Jack to within a third of an inch of its diameter; the coat of this 
is what is eaten, and which is extremely fweet and lufcious ; it feels in the 
mouth like preferved citron, though fomewhat tougher and harder. Some 
of thefe capfules weigh more than 20 pounds. The tree grows in every 
country in India, but the Dutch are more fond of the fruit than any other 
of xhz Europeans. 

Chulta, 

An elegant flower tree. It grows near Surman's bridge in Bengal, and has 
been fully deferibed in p. 184. 

White Champowe. 

This is a fmall tree, but it fpreads much ; the flowers appear firft round 
the ends of the branches, and are pf the fhape andfmell of a jonquil, but of 
a white colour ; after the flower, the leaves come out in the fame manner 
round the ends of the branches, but no where clfc, fo that on the outfide, 
the tree looks well covered, but if you look from under, it is a fliell : 
when the leaves are off it appears like a tree divefted of all its fmall branches, 
there being none that are lefs than an inch in diameter, nor are there many 
of thefe. The wood is fpungy ; the bark fmooth and brown, it fmells very 
fweet.. This tree grows all over India. 

Yellow Champowe. 

This is the Michilia of Dodlor Hill, and by him has been well deferibed. 
This is the fineft fort of all, and its flowers perfume the woods. 

Mango, vide p. 184. 

Dolcorunda or Chetha. 

This grows to 12 and fometimes to 20 feet in height, and is in its grov/th, 
and the colour of its bark fomewhat like our hazel ; the leaves are of a 
dirty green above, and of a whitilh colour below, highly ribbed, apd to the 
touch are rough and harfh. I have never feen the flower, but the fruit is 
a long flat pod containing fomc feeds. In dry weather, the leaves double, 
when they appear oval with one fide ftrair. The natives fmoke the leaves 
over a lamp, and apply them to the eyes in order t%remove a dulnefs of the 
fight occafioned by a fever, &c. They alfo rowl their Cbaroots in them (or 
Segars as they are called in the fVeJl Indies). 


Beda^. 
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BeJ3AM. 

This grows in fome places very tall even to 50 or 60 feet, and where it 
does not fhool high it fpreads much. The branches are horizontal, and the 
leaves grow round their ends, and are of a bright green colour. The 
flowers are flaminous, growing round the end of the branches among the 
leaves. The fruit are like almonds, and alfo are contained in hulks, the 
infide of which are red, and of an acid tafte. The kernel taltes like a 
young almond, and is compofed of fine clofcly-compadted fcales. 

Custard Apple. 

This grows as large as our apple tree. The bark is brown and 
fmooth. The leaves are of a deep green colour, deeply furrowed, and 
higiily ridged ; they grow alternately on the branches. The flowers are 
monopetalous and cup-like, having many ftamina. The fruit is like the 
cone of a pine, of a foft green colour, but white infide, having many 
oblong feeds intermixed with its pulp, tha latter tailing very much like a 
rich cullard. There is another fort of this kind of fruit which is fomewhat 
fweeter than this, but grows altogether in the like manner. 

Atlas. 

This, is a very large and ftrong tree, with leaves confidcrably large, 
which arc of a pale dirty green colour. The flowers grow on fpikes greatly- 
ramified, and look well on the tree •, on each fubdivifion of the fpike is a 
flower, whofe calyx is Ample and green •, the corolla is a white monopeta- 
lous cup with four fmall hooked filaments. The fruit is a hard green ball, 
as large as a cricket ball, inclofing two hard feeds of the lhape and fize 
of nutmegs. 

Fig. 

This is a large tree, and drops fibrous Ihoots from its branches like the 
other fig or Banian trees. The bark is brown. The leaves are of a bright 
Ihining green. The fruit is round, an inch in diameter, and of a pale 
flelh colour. 


Trepalta or Morroock. 

It grows to be about 16 feet high, the bark is whitiih, armed with ftrong 
fpincs. The wood is foft, fpungy, very light, and fit for being made into 
fcabbards for fword blades. The leaves are of a pale green, and fome of 
‘them have long pedicles hanging to their points like thofe on the little 
Banian tree. The flower (which commonly by us is called ftioe-flower, 
becaufe ufed to black our ftioes,) is very large, of a deep but beautiful 
crimfon colour : Corolla, of the lhape of a pea-bloflbm, containing nume- 
rous ftamina, which are alfo of a crimfon colour. The fruit is a pod, 
about 7 inches long, near one in diameter, and which contains five or fix 
red feeds of the lhape of a kidney-bean. 


Omra 
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O M R A. 

This grows to a large tree, the bark is brown, and yields a gum 
which fmells ftrongly of garlic. Before the tree vegetates the limbs look 
remarkably blunt; round their ends fibres of 10 inches long flioot out in 
all direftions, thefc have knobs upon them in which the young fririt are 
enclofed, and foon after thefc appear, the leaves ftart out amidft the fhoots, 
and are pinnated ; on each pinna, which is in length 14 inches, there are 
four pair of leaves and an odd leaf. The fruit, when ripe, is of the (bape 
and fize of our mufcle-plumb, but ivot eatable. 

Aaron at Bombayt Berinda at Bengal, and Armedilla at Ma^ 
draji, by fomc Europeans called Ghana Regia, 

This grows to be 12 or 14 feet high, and fome get to the fize of 
a middling tree ; in the latter fort the bark is brown and fmooth, but the 
wood is tender the ftalk is of a green colour, grows eredt, but alfo tender. 
The leaves are fmall, of a bright green, growing on a fingle petiole longer 
or Ihorter in proportion to the fize of the leaf. The flowers grow in pyra- 
midal fpikes on the top and large branches of the plant, and after they 
drop oflT the fruit remains, which are prickly green capfules divided into 
three lobes, each of which contains an oblong feed about half an inch in 
length i the hulk is of a purple colour ftreaked with white. The kernel 
is white and oleous, and the Indians make ufe of its oil for burning in their 
lamps i they allb give it to their children in the earlieft Hate of infancy, 
looking upon it to be the moft lenient and innocent of all other laxative 
medicines. The leaf pounded is often applied to the belly for the cure of 
worms. It grows all over India. 

Tatoon, vide p. 185. 

Russ A, vide p, 185. 

Laood, hy Gentoos : Herpawl, Moors: Chermelle 

Portugueje. 

This grows to a tolerable large tree, and fpreads much. The bark is 
whitilh, and wood foft*, the leaves, which are of a pale pleafant green,, are 
pinnated, each pinna is about 14 or 1 5 inches long, growing very thick 
around the ends of the branches. The flowers grow in long fpikes hang- 
ing down from the body or large branches of the tree, after which comes the 
fruit i this, when ripe, is of a pale greenifh yellow, round, but divided 
down to the ftonc, (which is hard, and to which the flelh firmly adheres) 
in eight lobes, flatted at each end ; thefc the Europeans at Bengal make tarts 
of, and call them goofeberry tarts, on account of their rcfemblance to 
taftc to the goofeberry. 


Guava. 
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Guava. 

This tree grows to the fize of our apple-tree. The bark is of a light 
brown ; the leaves grow in pairs along the branches, are of a bright green, 
thick but fofc, (not eafily to be diftinguilhed from the cuftard-apple other- 
wife than by their growing oppofite to one another.) The flower is monope- 
talous, cup-like, white, and full of ftamina. I'he fruit is of the fize of a golden 
pippin, green at firfl:, but when very ripe, yellow without, and generally red 
within : this is a pleafant but mealy pulp, containing a great number of fmall 
hard white feeds of the fize of a large pin’s head. The fruit, before it is 
quite ripe, is very aftringent, if eaten with the Ikin. It is eftcemed a good 
fruit, but the fmell of it is not agreeable to every one. 

Bier. 

This grows to the fize of our largeft plum-tree, and is a good deal like 
it. The leaves are of a pale dirty green, almoft white below, where it is 
alfo fomewhat hairy. I'he tree has many fpikes. The flowers are 
fingle. I'he fruit a plum of the fize and lhape of a yellow bullace, 
but ears 'more like an apple than like a plum. It grows in every part 
of India. 

Gum Arabic. 

Some of thefe grow to large trees. The bark is brown without, but 
reddilh within, and yields a great quantity of gum. There are three forts of 
thefe trees, all of which are full of fliarp fpines, and the leaves are altogether 
alike, except that fome may be a little longer than others. The flowers 
grow on foot-ftalks from two to five inches long, are round, yellow, 
and of a fine fmell, and refemble the tufts on the hangings of old- 
fafliioncd beds. The fruit are not all alike; the ift fort, or thofe which 
grow on the fhorteft peduncles, are oblong, round, black pods of the fhape 
of that of a pea, three inches long, and of the fize of a man’s little finger, 
each containing five or fix round, dark brown Iteds. zd ibrt grows on 
fomewhat longer peduncles from different parts of the branches like the 
former, and the fruit is an oblong flatted pod, in length three or four inches, 
and half as broad, containing five or fix dark brown flatted feeds, with the 
imprelTion of a heart, or rather of the letter V on each fide of therji. On 
the 3d fort, the flower grows on fpikes at the end of the branches, and the 
fruit is a ^at pod full 12 inches long, appearing like a firing of burtons, and 
contains 10 or 12 round flatted feeds, convex on each ficlc; tlic pods are of 
a whitiflj hoary green, very gummy, and hang on the fpikes in clufters. 
With thefe pods, and the fruit they call Packekaile^ the Indians tan and 
dye their leather. 

Lien Cauta. 

This is a moderately large fpreading tree. The bark is of a bright brown, 
.an'l fngootli. The branches are full of Ihort fpines. The leaves a pale green. 

Flowers, 
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Flowers, which a>e very ftnall, grow oh fpikes like an amcutum or the" 
Kaz^l cAkina, 'but longer; the calyx is green. Corolla white aod/nooope- 
talous, containing a numWr of £jne£iaments a little longer than the corolla^ 
The fruit I have not feen. 


Ge-il. 

This grows to be a pretty large tree, the leaves are of a bright greet* 
coloyr, but fomewhat woolly. I know not of any ale to which the two laft 
defcribed trees luconverted. 


Cotton. 

This tree grows very large, and fpreads much. The bark is whitilh, 
and full of ftrong lliort fpines. The wood is white and fpungy ; when the 
tree is young, it has a beautiful appearance, the limbs then growing horizon- 
tally, bow down, and around the body of the tree ; at five feet above thefe, 
•there is another circular row of branches of lefs extent, and in this man- 
ner they proceed on to the top, lb that the tree appears at a diftancc like 
a pyramid. The campanulated flower however appears before the leaves, 
and is as large as a tulip ; its calyx is fingle, green, and flefhy corolla is 
compofed of five oblong thick petals, which are of a deep crimlbn colour : 
the llamina are 15 fubalated filaments, attached to each other in five 
bundles, and thefe again to the petals of the corolla. The fruit is a pod, 
of the lhape of a Ihort cucumber, divided in three feveral parts, containing 
fome roundifh black feeds, involved in a filky cotton-like matter. After 
thefe, come the leaves, which are of a pale grefen colour j by the rime that 
thefe are all out, the pods fpiit longitudinally in three places, and then the 
cotton foon efcapes, and is carried to all places with the -wind. Of that 
fubftance which adheres to the feeds, they make mattrefles, pillows, &c. 
And a decodtion of the leaves, will cure in the laft ftage of a dyfentcric 
flux, attended with ^prolapfus aniy and other fatal fymptoms, as hath been 
experienced by Mr. ’Thomas, when deprived of all other hopes of faring 
the patient. 

Mergoosa, or Nun. 

« 

It grows to the fize of our large apple trees. The bark is brown, and 
rough, yielding a gum of the flavour of garlic. The woo'd is brown. 
The pinnae grow very thick about the limbs and branches, and becaufe 
the trees make a good lhade, they are planted in the ftreets and walks 
at Cuddalore and Madrafs, on the Coromandel coaft. The leaves "are of a 
deep green, the flowers grow .on fpikes, and are numerous. The fruit# 
when ripe, is yellow, half an inch long, and of the lhape of ah olive cut off 
at its end j thefe are very foft, and almoft infipid : they grojir in thidr" 
bunches, and contain a fmall oblong hard kernel, of which they make a 

very 
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▼cry bitter oil, and give it to cure njany diforders, particularly thofe of the 
▼encreal kind. They rub it alio %to tiie joints *bf people ftruck with the 
Mtrburs. . They mix the |K»Jp> of ihe ripe fryit, I. l^ve been informed, 
with their cream, in order to ioorea^ the qiMOtity of their butter for the 
markets. 

JPHysie^NuT. 

This grows eight or ten feet froim the ground. The bark is brown. 
The wood fpungy ; when there are no leaves on it, the tree looks likeTeveral 
bundles of blunt fticks ftuck into the ground, and I believe is what Pomet 
has taken his draught of the Gamboge plant from. The leaves grow thick 
on every part -, they are undulated, and of a pale greerr. The flowers grow 
on fpikes, on the top of the branches. The fruit is in bunches, of the fize 
of apricots, and as it ripens looks like them ; when quite ripe, it is a 
black roundifli pod, dividing into three parts, and containing three oblong 
feeds, with a black hulk. The kernel is white, and divides like an almond ; 
between the diviflons, is a fine membraneous fubftance, in which lies its 
violent emetic, and cathartic quality •, for when that is taken away, the 
kernel is as innocent and pleafant as an almond.— Every parr of this plant 
yields a greyifh or milky juice, which will fo feparate the globules of quick- 
filver, that it is not eafy to make them unite again. 

Soon A TULL A. 

This grows to a pretty large tree. The leaves are of a bright green 
colour, grow on very long ftalks, and look like thofe of green elder they 
are triplicately pinnated, and on each pinna are three pair and one odd 
leaf. The flower is a club on a long peduncle, bearing a number of 
large purple campaniform monopetalous flowers. The feed-veflel is a 
large flat pod, four feet long, and five inches wide, but not quite an inch 
^hick, and which very often grows Angle on the top of all the branches of 
the tree, when it gives the appearance of a fey the; this divides longi- 
tudinally on its edges, and contains a great number of very fine, thin, 
white, membraneous feptae, about two inches wide, among which are nu- 
merous feeds inclofed in the lame membraneous coverings •, the feeds are fiat 
and brown, of the Ihape of two kidneys united by their, concave fides, 
each Iqbc being feparate. 

A-Cunn. 

This grows two feet high. Its bark is brownifti, and wood very foftj 
the branches, before the leaves Ihoot, appear as a parcel of old flumps. The 
leaves are a pale green, very foft, flelhy, and fucculent, without fur- 
row or*fibre except in the middle rib: the whole of this tree is full of a 
milky juice. I have never fecn the. flower or fruit of it. The Gentoos in 
Bengal, plant it by their Pagodas-, and look upon it as a facred tree. 
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-Kacjcta Camotlx.; 

This is the water lilly, with the deep red flower ; they make ufe of the 
root with pepper, as a cure for the bloocly flux. 

Racalsvssa. 

This is our water arrow headed grafs. The Indians ufe the root with 
ginger, as a great ftrengthner. 

Chandool. 

This plant grows upwards to 20 inches or more. The root is of the 
lize and colour of that of the Gentian^ but is contorted, and throws out 
many fibres j from the root and fibres, three or four ftalks are produced, 
which are robuft, erefl, and fometimes ramofe. The leaves grow three at 
a joint by pedicles, which are half an inch long ; they are of a pale green, 
fomewhat flelhy, and of a lanceolated fhape. It flowers like the honey- 
fuckle, but is not fo abounding in flowers as that is on the head. 

Doolacur. 

This is a tolerable fized tree. The bark is brown on the outfide, then 
a whitifli colour appears, but yellow within. The leaves grow two or 
three from one foot-ftalk, they are of a light green, oblong and pointed. 
The fruit is a green hulk with a fhell, inclofing a large kernel. The 
bark of this tree when powdered, is given in rheumatifms. 

CONTA COCHU. 

This plant grows in mud-ditches. The root is an inch and quarter in 
circumference, running with the fame thicknefs a long way into the mud, 
throwing out fome fibres, and has at irregular diftances, fome rough an- 
nular prominences, which are green within, and white without. The ftalks 
are numerous, and of the fize of a man’s finger round, green, fucculcnt, 
and three or four feet in length : on the top of each ftalk, there is either a 
Jeaf or feed. The leaf is 16 inches wide, divided to the ftalk infeven places, 
and fome of thofe are ftill further divided, in two or three other places ; 
the leaf is rough, and ferrated. The whole root, ftock, and ftalks of the 
plant are fpinous. The flower is four inches long, and two thick, *and 
grows round the upper part of the ftalks, like the Indian corn. 

Paw Paw. 

This tree rifes to 20 feet, fometimes Angle, at other times it if divided 
into feveral bodies. The ftems have the appearance of the cabbage ftalks, 
but are not fo eafily cut through, as Doeftor Hill apprehended. On the'.top 
of, and round each ftalk arife, on ftrong and Angle pedides of t\yo feet, 
many very large ferrated fliaq^ -pointed leaves, which are or a brigh- green 

colour 
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colour above, but paler and hoa^ underneath, the larger ones having ilie 
greatefl; number of divifions. The male flowery grow out of the top of the 
branches, and hang down in ftrings. Ea^hfiower is fmall, monopetalous, 
and cup-like, divided on top in five parts. The female flowery grow be- 
tween the pedicles of the leaves, from the flock , of the treej they are of 
the fame ftiape as the male, but larger, and grow on Ihort peduncles*. The 
fruit is yellow when ripe, fomewhat of the ihape of a pear, and many of 
them in their biggeft'part, are four inches in diameter : they are mealy, and 
rather an infipid truh, but by mixing with them fome lime juice or Taina- 
rifidsy they make tolerable good tarts. ■ 

Smalloo. 

This grows to a fmall tree. The wood is as pliable as the willow. 
The leaves grow in pairs on the fmall branches ; and are foft, woolly, and of 
a pale green colour. The Meers bruife, and apply them to the temples, to 
cure the head-ach. 

Bamboo. 

This grows to a prodigious height, topping almoft all the other trees. 
The ftalk is hollow, jointed, &c. and well known. The leaf is a bright 
green, has no petioles, but in part furrounds the ftalk at its bafe. The 
ftalk is very ufeful, being exceedingly fbrong, very hollow and light; with 
it they often build the frames of their houfes ; on this they carry their 
burthens, and when properly carved (which is done by art whilft it is 
growing) they arch, and carry their palanquins with it. Some, when 
highly, and moft regularly arched, will lell at a prodigious price, efpecially 
on the coaft of Corotnandely where 20 pounds ftcrling have been given for 
one of them. 

Yam, or All 00. 

This is the potatoe of Indioy and after being firfl: boiled, and then well 
dried in hot afnes, eats very well. The root fometimes weighs 20 pounds : 
It is of an oblong Ihape, and of a black ilh-brown colour on the outfide, 
but within, it is a white mixed with red. . The ftalk runs up any thing 
it chances to lay hold of. The leaves are of a deep green above, with a 
mixture of the purple j but below, they arc paler ; the whole leaf is thick 
and rigid. 

Nauta. 

This grows a little more ereft than our bramble bufh. The ftalk, 
branches,* leaves, and fecd-veffcls are armed with ftrong and fharp fpines, 
which readily lay hold of any thing that is in their way ; the pinnjE grow 
oppofitc each other, and on them alfo grow others in the fame manner. 
Tbe leaves are of a pale, but pleafant green ; the flowers grow on a fpike, 
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on top of «ftcb pinna, and are yelk>w. The fruit is a round compteiTedl 
pod, contuntng four round, hai^ bluiih feeds i the pod opens at its convex 
edge. The leaves mixed #ith fidt and pounded, is allied by ewy of ea«»> 
plafna to ruptures : the feeds bruifed, and itifufed in milk, «e ^voi in the 
Indies, (where the (hrub is alfo to be found) as a puige : m the Eafi, 
they powder and admin jfter them as a cure for the itch : the feeds alfo are- 
fometimes difguifed, and fold for Bezaar, 

Nanjaroota, 

Is a creeper like an ivy, and grows about Atgengo, The whole of thw 
plant made into a fyrup from a ftrong decodlion, it is faid, cures moft kind of 
t'evers. For further particulars, not having had an opportunity of feeing 
the plant, I was directed to enquire of Sshetdares dt Ricas at Anj.ettg$, 

ColumrO'Root, Rad. Iitdia. Amar. 

This is the root of the Coculus Indicus ; when quite frefli it is an metic, 
when dry a cathartic. 

Chenderoos. 

They fell it in China for amber, but it is truly the Gtm-Cepal. 

Banc* 

This is the ftalk of the hemp-plant j the Indians fmoke and chew it, 
qntil they are intoxicated. 

Becce. 

This I am told is a root that grows near Patna ; what was brought to me 
appeared like foft opium, but was rather whiter than opivim, inveloped in a 
piece of ikin •, if it be truly a root, the bark of it is thin, and of a dirty 
grey colour, with a yellow call ; the root itfclf is foft and tough, or rather 
gummy. I could learn nothing concerning the growth of the plant. A 
Centoo doftor told noe it was a poifon, but that when compounded, as below, 
he had admintftcred it with fuccefs for curing the putrid fever, accompanied 
with bleeding at the nofe, &c. — Take of it, the weight of one filvjer rupee, 
or 90 grains ; of pepper, 'the weight of two rupees; of calcined .cowrie- 
fliells, half a rupee’s weight ; mix thefe, and with water make the maft 
into middling-lized pills, of which let the patient take one, with a bit of 
candied ginger every morning, and which may be repeated in the cveiungs, 
if the fymptoms be alarming. 

DAT tTRA. ’ 

Datmra, lb called by Doflor Hill ; Stramenium ferox, by Doftoi 
yames, who has given a full account of its inebriating and intoxicating 
5 qualities. 
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4piaiitie«, &e, Jc.gi!Ows ere'^ to ibar fcct^ 'I^e leaves are foft, and of t 
pale biuiih green colour; the flowers, which are large, and bell-fhaped, are 

etimes white, and fbmetimes yellow. If the women have polTc^ 

lion of any fecrec poilbn, it is the feed of this plant. 

Parrul. 

This is a volubilis, which runs up the higheft trees. The ftalk is round, 
whitifl], and woolly. The leaves, which are very foft, grow Angle at the 
joints, arc of a brownifli green colour above, but whitiin below. 

Agumhee. 

A volubilis, with numerous tendrils. The flallcs are round, and hairy. 
The leaves are hairy too, and of a deep green colour. The flowers are 
yellow, in large green hairy cups, divided in five parts. The ftamina 
confifl: of three very fmall filaments. The fruit is yellow when ripe, and of 
the fizc of a fmall goofcberry, but not with fo much pulp ; the feeds how- 
ever are larger than thofe or the goofeberry. The Gentoo doffors fay^ that 
the juice of this leaf given in goats milk, cures putrid fevers. j 

Frogbootee. 

This is a volubilis. The root though tortuous, grows perpendicularly, 
and is as thick as a tobacco pipe, brown without, but paler within. The 
leaves grow alternately on tne ftalk, and are of a bright green colour. 
The powder of thefc leaves, js one of the many medicines the Indians give 
CO cure a Gonorrbeea. 

Chaculca. 

This too is a fmall volubilis. The root is fibrous. The leaves, which 
are thin, rigid, and of a pale green, grow at the joints of the ftalks. The 
flowers grow on the top or the ftalks, in fquamous cottony heads, are very 
final], and of a bright purple colour. The juice of the leaf mixed 
with a little fait, and rubbed on the Ikin, relieves it firom any itching 
diforder. 


Antimool. 

A fmall volubilis. The root is brown, fmall, tortuous, and grows per- 
pendicularly. The leaf is of a deep green, with feme white ftreaks. If 
the whole plant with its root be pounded, andj made into pills, and 
a middling fixed pill be taken morning and evening, the Indians fay, that 
it will cure the itch. 
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Gundy Bedell. 

Another volubilis. Its leaves grow in pairs, arc thin, and of a drtp 
green colour j they ftink worfc than a putrid cabbage. When pounded with 
ginger, it is adminiftcred as a cure for the flux. 

CUTCHOO. 

This grows like our Aaron^ though its leaves are fomewhat larger than 
the Aaron's : the ftalks are either of a deep green, or deep purple colour. It 
grows indarnp places. The natives eat of the root boiled, as a part of their 
diet i and externally ufe it as a repellent. 

Wien Champowe or Ground-Flower. 

The roots arc whitifti and tuberous, with fevcral others hanging to them 
by fmall appendices. The leaves feel fofr, and are of a pale green above, 
but purple below, they furroimd each other as they come out of the 
ground. 1 could not procure cither the (talk or flower. 

Rangchitta. 

I could not fee this plant, but the leaves I have had ; they are of a 
deep green above, but paler below. When the leaves are bruifed, and ap- 
plied to an extravafation of blood, they will diflblve it. 

Thusmicundy. 

The root is of the nature of ginger, and tuberous, having a bunch of 
loofe fibres affixed to the top, from which the plant grows. The root 
is brown on the outfide, but yellowilh within, and like the ginger feels 
warm in the mouth. The culm grows to five feet. The leaves arc a pale 
green. On top of the culm are the flowers i they are four flefhy yellow 
filaments, in green cups. The root and leaf pounded with pepper, are 
given in colds. 

Eddy. 

This is a potatoe, eaten by the natives. The root is round, with jfeveral 
cxcrcfcences about its fkins, from the lize of an hazel-nut, to that of « wal- 
nut, which excrefcenccs are pulled off, and planted. It is of a pale browfl 
on the outfide, and whitifh within, but a good deal intermixed with ned. 
It fometlmes weighs ■20 pounds or more. The leaves are of a palc Ihirwng 
green, flefliy, and frequently extremely large ; fo much like the Rhuhfirb leaf, 
that Europeans frequently miflake, and until they fee the root, take it for 
that plant. Tfie natives boil and cat this root in the fame manner, af they 
do that of the Cutchoo. 


Orriol. 

This grows to a pretty large tree, which fends forth long branches ahnofl 
from the ground. The leaves are rigid, aixl of a bright green tolour j they 

' grow 
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grow in paire oppoiit^ eaqh othfr, the whole length of. the branches. The 
ftowen 1 have not^cn. Thc; fruit, which is an oblong figure, is about 
two inches in lct)^h,‘; and jthresc; fourths of an inc^’ brO'ad, green, fucculent, 
and contains fi>nip finall feeds *, they are alfo alaced lengthways, and have 
four rows of nncfnbrancs. The whole of the fruit is acid. They ufe the 
fruit in their curries and tarts, and fay, they alfo give the juice of it in the 
gout. 

Afpi?:an Plant. 

This is the fatpe as that whichi w« have in England, and needs no deferip- 
tion. i ' ■ 

Mouselle. 

This tree grows to a tolerable fize^ and makes an agreeable fhade in 
walks and gardens, eafily yielding to be cut into any form, that fancy fliall 
dictate. Its bark is brown, the leaves of a deep green above, but of a 
paler below, they are rigid, very bright, Ihining and thick. Flowers a<re a 
radiated green calyx, on which is the pyramidal germen the corolla is a 
fhort white tube over the germen, with its upper part radiated ; thefe fall 
off in great plenty every day, are of an agreeable fweet Irnell, and the 
Genloos are very fond of them, bringing, and hanging them about their 
necks, arms, &c. The fruit is a pale red cherry, of the fize and fliape of 
our white heart cherry, but the footftalk is not quite fo long : the cherry 
grows in tlie alas of the leaves, and taftes like hips, containing a ftone, 
whofe fhell is tender, brown, fmooth, and fomewhat longer than our 
cherry-ftone, but in the fhape of the almond’s : the kernel is bitter and 
olcous. With the oil ejetrafted from this kernel, the natives rub the part 
that has been bitten by the Scorpion or Centipede^ and which it foon curcr. 
The crows are very fond of this fruit. 

CURRINGE. 

This is a pretty large tree, but bufhy it is planted in fome of the 
gardens at Ber^aU but for what ufe 1 could not learn •, the rigid leaves are 
of a dark fhining green colour, and grow on woody pinna; upon the limbs 
and branches ; there are four pair and an odd one on each pinna j neither 
the- ftower nor fruit have I feen. 

VOLUBILES. 

Thefe grow in fuch plenty, and there is fo great a variety of them 
both in* the hedges and gardens, that the natives have fcarcely proper 
names for any, but thole which are ufed in food or medicine. 

. Sett Moorga. 

This plant is of the Alot kind. The root is double, and like a pair of 
honis, a foot* indength, fucculent, and as thick as a man’s finger, reddilh 
5 without, 
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^without, and White ^Kin. The leaves ate Mot and are tt 

inches long ; the bafe» is ode inch broad, and of a deep green, ipotced 
with a purple colour^ The flower-ftalk is near two fctt tong 4 the frtiit 
grow round it from top to bottom, dicfe are fraall berries, ea^ obtaining 
one feed. The jmcc of the leaves Jvn^tened is a great reftorative. 

B ONCMtJRRILLy. 

The root confifts of feveral bulbs of a pyramidal form, and half an indi 
in diameter, with fome long fibres, of the uze of a goofe'^iuill. The plant 
is graily 4 the culm part is about 14 inches high; the leaves are oval, and 

11 or 12 inches long. The flower-ftalk is in the middle of the leaves, 
4:reA, green, and of the thicknefs of a large goofe-quill. The flower grows 
like our Fox-glove. The fruit are feven or eight green oval pods, one inch 
long, and deeply divided in fix parts. The root with fait in the form of a 
cataplafm, is applied to bruifes. 

Arra Chitta. 

This grows five feet high, but muft be fupported the perpendicular 
root is as thick as a man’s linger, and fends forth five or fix fiaiks, which 
cling to any thing they chance to meet with, and near their tops they divide. 
The leaves ^ow alternately bn the ftalk, or the branches v they are pin- 
nated, and three pair and an odd leaf grow together ; in fhape they are oval 
and pointed, and two inches long. The flowers are blue, and of the 
fhape of pea-flowers. The fccd-ve&l is a pod, four inches long, contain- 
ing 10, ora greater number of kidney-fhaped feeds. The juice oi this plant, 
the old women give in the bleeding Kver. 

Dulcamund A. 

The root grows perpendicularly, is in common 12 inches long, and two 
thick, but fbmetimes it is ftill much longer and thicker j it is brown without, 
And red within. The ftalk is ereft, and one inch thick, deeply furrowed, 
as are the petioles of the leaves. The plant grows to four fwt in height ; 
there are generally ftiur leaves on the ftalk, growing together in an aljcernate 
manner, and thefe are of a bright green, and cordftted, i6 inches in length, 

12 in breadth, and higl 5 y ribbed. The flower is an umbel, not unlike thtft 
of the elder before it is in full bloom. The root of it, with pepper* is 
^ven in pills to difeufs fwellings 4 and a cataplafm of the fame a|^ied to 
.moln parts, is ufed with the like intention. 

Bora Conkrill. 

This is the largcft of the fpecics 4 it is a procumbent plant, and throvrs 
®ut roots at its joints. The leaves are angular, and of a bright greed. 
The flowers I have never fecn. The fruit is oval, and Istrger than an 

oftrich’s 
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eftrich’s egg ; of a fine orange, fcolotir, armed' with thick and ftrong 
fpines, full of a foft white pulp, in which are the feeds, which are flat and 
hhick,. of the fizc pf lij^pcpee,, an4 ^ , thick as a crown-^icce. Thofe feeds 
ton a Hone with fioney, arc m cxccljcnf laxative in fevers. 

Topacco,. 

Is too weU known,, to need a defcripcioiu 

Ole.. 

In the beginning of the rainy feafon, the leaves of this plant being 
folded together, rife oyt of the ground, and when they are gotten to the 
height of fix inches, then the wm appears, Ibon afterwards the leaf un- 
folds, and divides in three feveral parts,, and thefe go again into many other 
divrfions *, but there is a. continuation ^ the leaf through every fubdivifion* 
of the three firft parts. The ftalk grows to two feet or more, and is as 
thick as a man's wrift, fucculent,. and of a pale green ; fpotted very co- 
pioufly with a deep purple colour. The leaves are of a pale, yet bright 
green. The root is a large ball of 10 inches diameter, and round,“with 
levcral excrefcenccs on its furface, each of which becomes a frelh root wiien 
planted ; it is reddilh on the outfide, and red within, very pungent to the 
tongue i but yet the natives boil and make ufe of it, and alio of the ftalks, 
as a par4 of their food. 


Umbel Cootgha. 

This grows- almofl: ere6l i the leaves on the pinn® are much fmaller, but 
more nunaerous, and'of a finer green than thofe of the A'irstftf or prickly plant ; 
in every thing eife, as its manner of growing, its fpines and flower, they 
are cxaftly alike j, the fruit of this I could never meet with. 

COLURB. 

This runs up a great way on trees or hedges j the leaf is of a deep green, 
ihining, fmooth, and tender. The flower is white, monopetalous, and di- 
vided in fix parts down the cup ; the ftamina arc rough double filaments, 
in number fix j the antherae on top of the filaments, are bearded like an arrow. 
The fruit is an apple of the fliape of a cucumber, and the feeds are like 
it: Ae fruit is firft green, and afterwards of a beautiful bright fcarlet co- 
dour, or between that and crimfon •, the parrots, and many other birds feed 
op foem, yet it is not the bird pepper. — The leaf of this plant when 
young, is exa6Uy like the leaf of the Phyfical Cucumber, when old, it is 
like the leaf of t^ Doetra. 

Dootra. 

This U a garden voluhilts. 


CARILLAi 
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Camilla. 

This is alfo a garden volubilis* and runs up or trees, but’not to 

a great height. A leaf and a tendril grow at every j^nt, that is to fay, 
regularly at about the diftance of four inches from each other. The leaf is erf 
a deep green, and made like that of the cucumber. The fruit is about three 
inches long ; ftiarp at each end, and more than an inch in diameter, with 
four ridges on its furface, running from one end to the other, rough, and 
ferrated, like a cock’s-comb. It is a cucumber, and eaten by the natives 
in their curries. 

Burnee. 

This is a fmall plant, which grows to about eight inches in height j it 
is found in watery places. The flalks arc Angle, ereft, and fucculent •, 
the leaves grow thick on the plant, are fuboval, and one third of an inch 
in length. The juice of this, they tell me, they give in old fevers^ ly 
which I believe they mean confumptions. 

O G G. 

It appears to me, that this is the Dogwort Cotton. This plant grows 
to fix feet in height and more : it is bulhy, and many fialks arife from 
one root, which fialks are flightly divided •, yet foraetimes I have feen only 
a Angle ftalk to rife from the root, and then it has Ipread fo much, as to 
give the appearance of the plant’s being a fmall tree. The leaves are foft, 
and flelhy j of a pale fhining green above, whitifii, and cottony below j the 
limbs are alfo foft and fpungy. The flowers grow in an umbel on the top, 
and on the divifigns of the branches i there is no calyx, and the corolla is 
Angle, bell-fliapcd, with the upper part divided in fix places, down to the 
tube; thofe lie horizontal, are fleftiy, and of a fine purple colour. The 
ftamina are fix filaments, joined by a membrane in the center, on the top 
of which is a round, flatted, fiiellated anthera. The fruit is an oblong, flefiiy 
pod, three inches long, containing fome round black feeds, and is full of a 
cottony matter. Every part of this plant, on being broken, emits an hot 
pungent milk, which the natives mix with oil, and with it rub the hands 
for cure of the itch ; I have feen them ufe it for the fame purpofe without 
oil. 


Gualia. 

The root of this is very large, brown without, white within ; foft apd 
fucculent. The ftalk is round and woody, and runs a long way amongft 
bufhes ; the leaves grow at every joint, attended by a tendril, are hairy, and 
of a pale green colour. Tiie root bruifed, is ufed as a cacaplafm to cure 
any pains of the joints, thofe proceeding from the gout excepted. 


Pop' 
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Pot Sag» and Lol Sag. 

Thcle are the common sreens which fpontai^uflf grow all over Indite 
very *miich rcfcmbling our ^inage, and are by {ilte Eurtrpeans Called Cullaloe ■, 
of which mention was made in me firftbook. 

Dodmordem. 

This is a flirub, which fpreads confidcrably. The bright green leaves 
are pinnated ; there are fix pair on each pinna, whofe ribs are of a black 
colour. The flowers grow on a thick fpike, from the alae of the 
pinnae, and are of a fine yellow : the calyx is a fine yellow rounded perian- 
thum, and the leaves are affixed to the peduncle by a Ihort flender unguis : 
the corolla is compofed of fix round concave petals, of half an inch 
•broad, whofe ungues are alfo very fliort and flender. The flower confilb 
•of ten Ihort and flender flamina, whofe antherae are double, and coronated ; 
two of the flamina are larger than the others, whofe antherae are not only 
double, but of a femicircular form, and nearly one third of an inch 
in length i another of the ten flamina, is longer and thicker than all 
the refl, but its antherae differs not From the fmall ones. The flyle is 
fliort*, the ftigma triangular, and near an inch long. The leaves, when 
pounded, the natives apply by way of a cataplafm to the ringworm (which 
13 a very troublcfome and common diforder in the Eajt Indies) j it makes a 
hard cruft over the affefbed part, and whenever any of this cruft breaks, 
they lay on more of the pounded leaves, and continue fo to do until the 
whole cruft falls off, not negle(5l;ing to give at proper intervals cathartic 
medicines. This Mr. Thomas faw ufed with fuccefs, but he was alfo in- 
formed in India., that the late gallant Admiral Befcawen, when in that 
country, was cured of a vexatious and obftinate ringworm, by an application 
of the ftioe-flowcr. 


Muckmull. 

This volubilis climbs up high trees*, its ftalk is round, and very 
woolly : the leaf which is alfo very woolly, is green above, and almofl white 
below. The flowers are umbelliferous, campanulated, and of a fine pur- 
ple colour. The limbs are much curled and extended. Stamina, are live, 
(anthjfra oblong, and eretfl) aflixed to the upper part of the tube of the 
corolla. Style is Angle, and fubulated. Stigma, oval, and double. 

Yhe green fide of the leaves, digeft *, and the white, dry, old ulcers. 

Turmerick. 

This is too well known, to need a defeription j as is alfo 

Ginger. 


Rrr 
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BqMAl>P4* WlI^O ^1N61R. 

This ^vs to five of fix-feet in height The root ^ iihe ginger ; 
the ftiUh A co^f pale grceiv ^an4 a htcle wot^y •, flower, a elob or ftx 
inches in length, and formed like that pf the other ginger, 

Bisnacuplib. 

The TPOt is tpberous and white^ from which arifes a Angle fknder ftalk, 
naked abopt two fqet from the grouna, then at alternate diftanccs of half 
an inch, grow the leaves, which are pf a pale green cplour, and 
fpppprt thefftfelves t^y the |cn(|ril^ ^ their eqdsi they are cpptiriMed 
to the,, height of *Q fpet, grpvihg "in an, alter fucceflion* as well 
^ the yivifions as ftalk- Several flowers grow at the extremities of thofe 
llivifions, on foptftalks of ftyc inebea* three leaves forming a c«p for them, 
which ftiut up in the day, and open at night i thefe are conapofcd of flx 

f rafly flowers, one half inch long^ of the lhape and colour of the plant- 
'he ftamina are fix green fubulated filantents, of half an ineh in len^h >: 
antherse are double, almoft,as long as filaments, yellow, and aflixed by 
their middle to the top of thcin. ‘Jfh^ germ is obloi^, divided in three 
parts, and the ftyle iUtnlated and bifid. The root is efteemed a greu 
pooler. 

I^ILtlGANT. 

The root of this plant is tuberoys, as warm as ginger,, but more pieafant, 
of the length and thicknefs of a man*s little finger ,; theoutfide is whitifii, the 
infide of a beautiful blue, with a mixtyre of clear white. The ftalk is a 
culm, furrounded by leaves, pf a deep green colour, with fome purple 
on their edges. This reni.arkahle,^root grows at jBfixjja/, and is given, 
mixed with pepper, in the form' of pills for the fore throat in the fmall-pox, 
which they lay it certainly cures. Mr. Thomas procured fome roots, and 
carefully dried them with the defign of bringing them to England^ but the • 
damp in the fhip foon deftroyed them. 

Maccalfulx.. 

The root is fibrous. The ftalk procumbent, and takes root at the joints. 
The leaves arc pf a pale green above, ftill paler b^low, and feel cough ; 
they grow on petioles of three inches. The fruit is an apple, as *b^ 
a large lemon ; of the lemon’s ftiapc, with a beautiful orange colour, con- 
taining a number of flat oval feeds, nearly half an inch in length, and a 
deep green pulp. The root pounded, and mixed with ginger, is given 
in fevers. There is another yf the fpecics, much like this in its leaves 
and fruit, and which runs up very high on walls, trees, &c. 

Ractagar'oo. 

The root of this creeper is neir a foot long, one fourth of ^an inch thick, 
white and fibrous within. The ftalk is round, procumbent, and ^reen. 

5 Leaves, 
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Leaves, of a deep jgseen atove, bae paler below. The root bruifcd and 
mixed with pepper, they give in the gout» 

BAWMANHWTtA^ 

The root grows perpendicularly, is an inch or more in diatfieter, brown, 
two feet long, white within, and woody. The ftalk is woody, and jointed, 
growing in height to fix feet or more, but naked nearly half way, then it 
divides into feverai branches. The leaves grow in pahs, on ftiort pedicles, 
and arc very thick together, of a bright green, fucculent, and of tender 
make. The flowers grow on fpikes, round the upper part of the branches, 
are of a pale yellow colour^ and^itneWhat of the ihape of our honey- 
fuckle. Stamina, are four ht Muntber, but die ftyle is Angle. They give 
the root powdeted^ in the tnoft dangerous ftate the fmall-pok, at Ate 
fame dme hahgiog 't piece of it about the neck. 

Getkull. 

This plant grows to three or four feet in height. The ftalk is woody,' 
ereff, and fpreads a good deal. The leaves on long petioles, are fome- 
what dufty, of a pale green, and feel harlh: the flowers grow in umbels, 
on top of the branches i they aire of a deep red, or crimlbn colour, nso- 
fiopetalous, divided to the cyp in five horizontal fegments, which when in 
f^uli bloom, dofc upon the fruit. The fruit is a foft berry, of the fize of 
a large currant, and when ripe, is of a dark green colour. 

Jamblan, or Mirabolans. 

There are various forts of thefe, which grow to middling fized trees,; 
whofe leaves are fmooth, ihining, and polifhed. 

Sereece. 

This is a large fpreading tree, which is planted in walks, and grows very 
tall. The bark is brown and cracked the leaves are pinnated, grow 
along every branch, and are of a plcafant grafty green : the flowers grow 
on Ipikes at the ends of the branches, on fhort f^ftalks. The calyx is 
a thip perianthum; The corolla is alfo green, and very fmall, with nu- 
ineraus petals. The flowers have very Jong fine filaments, which arc of 
a whitifh green colour, and fine fmell i and fo numerous, as to give the 
flower the appearance of an hcmifphere. 

BonarangA. 

^his is a very fmall, bulhy trefe *, it grows (bmetimes to the height of 
40 feet, but is full of branches from its very root. The leaves grow 
very thick, and alternately on the branches *, above, they arc fmooth, and 
'of a bright fhining green, but bdow, they arc paler, and ribbed. The 
limbs of tBc tree grow to a great length. The flowers I have not ften. 

R r r 2 The 
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The fruit is a round hulk of an orange colour, about an inch in diameteiV 
and divided pretty deep into fix lobes. When ripe it fells into three pieces, 
in each of >Vhich is a pulpy fruit, with a black nut containing a whiK ker- 
nel. The whole of the fruit pounded with pepper and made into pills, the 
natives give to patients in the fmall-pox accompanied with fore throats. 

Berincjole.. 

This is a robuft fpinous plant, which grows two feet high. The rough 
leaves are of a pale dirty green, with rough fpines upon the middle and 
larger ribs. The flowers I have not obferved. The fruit is oblong, of a 
pale green, mixed with a ptti|ik cokMir» Ibmetimes the purple is the 
prevailing colour: at the bottom the fruit is larger than it is at the 
Hgmk The inhabitants of India, in general eat of this fruit in their curries ; 
the^ boil them alfo as we do turnips, but many per^s prefer them when 
broiled and feafoned with pepper and fait. 

PULSA. 

This grows to a tolerable fize. . The bark is of the colour of ouc 
hazel, and indeed the tree looks like the hazel •, the leaf is foft, woolly, 
and of a pale green colour. The flower I have not fecn ; the fruit is a 
kind of olive, of a red colour} when ripe a little downy, and of an agreeable 
acid tafte. I never faw any of them but in Bengal^ and there, only in a gar- 
den belonging to Omichmd the Gmtoo merchant. 

PUNSHULEB. 

This is a fmall tree or Ihrub whole limbs grow very long and are full of 
pinnaj. The leaves arc a .fine pleafant green, what the flower is I cannot 
lay, having never feen it. The fruit is a fmall berry which grows at the 
ftalk of every leaf j it is firft green, then red, and when perfe<511y ripe, 
black. The boys paint their kites with thefe berries. 

The Gregorian or Wild Cucumber, called in Bengal Tvi-ET- 

Fvi.TAt “I'd lately by fome Europeans in India^ the Vomiting 
Bird-Nest. 

This plant grows Kke our cucumber plant, and climbs high on trees j 
like the cucumber it alfo varies in its fpecies, though 1 law no very 
material difference amongft them. When the fruit is green it is made ufc 
of as an ingredient in curries^ and cuts like our cucumber. When dry, it 
conflfls of a number of fine longitudinal and tranfverlc fibres finely inter- 
woven with each other, and forming three cells the whole length of the 
remarkable for having the longitudinal fibres more numerous on the ilifide, 
and the tranfvcrfe ones on the outfide, and which are full of roundilh black 
feeds: thofe cells open at the end in one hole, whole circumference ii 
that of a fliilling, and which is firmly and exaitly flopped by the cu|gcd 

fein. 
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lkifi» rind, or coat of the fruit. In the center of this hole, k the 
piftil, which is a continuation of tfie ftalk, and drops out juft before 
the rainy fea(bn fcts in, and then the feeds al(b fall ; but before that 
feafoji commences, thelkin remains perfeftiy whole; which happy circum- 
fiancf feems to be a peculiar care of providence for the prefei vation of this 
valuable vegetable ; the fibres are what we commonly called, tlie Birds-ncjtf 
and when dipped in boiling water, and rei)eatcd to be dipped, until the 
water becomes of the colour of fine hyfon tea, is certainly a powerful 
and fafe emetic, not at all inferior in its virtues to the ipecacuanha root,, or 
any other medicine whatever. It is truth, that wonderful cures to perfons 
labouring under flow nervous fevers have been wrought by this cucumber,, 
whofe excellency doth not mecrly confift in its emetic and purgative qua- 
lities,, but is aifo indifputably fraught with ftomachic and reftorauve 
virtues : it is alfo a gentle fudorific, and the feeds are cftcemed as a power- 
ful vermifuge ; 30 drops of a tindturc made of the fibrous cells infofed i» 
French brandy, and taken in a glafs of Madeira wine before dinner, feldom 
fail to cure the moll violent pain of the ftopiach, which Mr, T'i'owaj often 
experienced. 

The virtues of this plant (eemed to be totally unknown to our Brethren 
of the faculty in India^ until Mr. Tbotnas (who refided with me at the 
hofpiial) was informed of them by the black dbdtors of the country that 
we employed for coliefling of fimples, and of whom we endeavoured to 
get all the information we could relative to botany and the phyfical praflice 
of the country. To me, this gentleman foon imparted his intelligence, and 
after repeated and fatisfaflory trials had been made, 1 collefled a confider- 
able number of the dried cucumbers, and made ufe of them with great fuccefs, 
as well in my private, as in the hofpital praflice. I fhall only add on this 
fubjefl, that the emetic quality contained in the cells of one of thofe cucum- 
bers, is fufficient to ferve for many vomiting dofes ; the perfon ufing it, 
'has only to take care, that after having dipped the fame in water, it be 
fufpended in the air in order to its being dried, left from the aqueous 
particles which may be remaining in the cells it fhould chance to become 
corrupted. 

, Bosna, by us called- S odom and Gomorrah. 

, This Is a tolerable large tree, grows pretty thick, and is doubly pinnated. 
The leaves of the pinnae are tcridcr,. of a fine green colour, about 14 inch 
long. Some of the flowers are white, fome red, whilft others are varie- 
gated ; they arc three inches or more in length and nearly two in width, of 
the jChape of the pea-flower, with numerous ftamina. The fruit is a pod 
14 inches long, flat, and no thicker than a goofe-quill, containing from 
one end to tEe other, fmall feeds of the fhape of a kidney. 


Chctta, 



Chutta, by us, Cock’s-comb,’ 

This a ihrub-like plant, and common to all the ganleA'S in India. It 
grows to be I o feet high, and is doubly pinnated. The ftalk is rofetift and 
woody. 1 he bark or a brown colour. On each pinna are lo or 12 pair 
of fine green tender leaves, which arc one inch in length. The flower is 
of a fine crimfon colour. The fruit is a flat pod, four inches long, and J 
of an inch wide, containing fix ova), flatted, greenilh feeds. 

This is the Poinciana of Dr. Hill. 

Wild Pine-Apple. 

This grows on the fides of watery places, is often planted for hedges, 
and anfwers the purpofe exceedingly well, it being thick, clofe, and full of 
fpines. The root runs a great way under the furfacc of the ground the 
branches of it, which are from half an inch to three or four inches in diame- 
ter, continue to be of the fame thicknefs for a long way j thefe are hard, 
but not woody, of a greenilh colour without, and white within. The plant 
grows in the fame manner as other pines do, but the old leaves of this are 
fbmewhat longer than thofe of the other, and at the fame time fpinous ^ as 
thefe drop ofif, there is a kind of ftock remaining which is five or fix inches 
in diameter, and not unlike the Bamhoo ; and whenever thefe have been fuf- 
fered to remain uncut for any length of time, if you lift wjpward the outef 
leaves, you will fee a number of thofe ftocks, or Items, and a large cavity 
in the middle of them, which is always proportionally correfponding to the 
height of the hedge, as there are no leaves but what are near the furfacc of 
the hedge. At Madrafs you fee a remarkable high hedge of this kind, 
(originally planted for limiting to the northward the boundaries of that fet- 
tlement,) which is nearly 20 feet high, and hollow enough for Iheltcring 
many hundred men, but their general height is no more than five or fix 
feet. The flower is an erefl fptke, very thick and foft, of a brown, 
colour, and like our gralles it grows in a double flrong and flefliy 
fpatha, yielding a fweet and highly perfumed odour ; and which, if dried 
and put amongft linen clothes, will prevent their being injured by the ant, 
or any other deftroying infeft or vermin. The fruit, which is eaten by the 
poor people, rcfcmblcs the other pine-apple, but is Ihortcr than tliat. 

Cow-Itch. 

This is the down found on the outfide of a pod, which is about the length 
and thicknefs of a man's little finger, and of the Ihape of an Italian S. 
The plant grows to a great height amongfl: trees and bulhes % the leaves 
grow in pairs with a fingle one at Che end, are of a deep green c( 
cordated fbape, about four inches long, with the main fibre 'tunniifg near 
the upper fide of the leaf. The flowers grow thick on a fpike which is 
nearly an inch in length, of a fine deep purple colour, and bilabiated Sn 
a green cup *, after the flowers fall off the pod remainsf The \paves 
bruifed, are effeemed an excellent application for wounds in cattle. > » 

Gincilla 
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Gingilla Seed. 

This is the Sifamum't^t)r. HHl. They ufe its oil to frjr their flefh or filh 
in, and pi^lerve the ieeds as fweetmeats, and deem them to be ftrength- 
ners. 

Saume de Chute. 

This is a very pretty fhrUb-like plapt, in height fometimes more 
than 12 or 14. feet. The bark U grey below, and green above. The leaves 
are very fmall and tender, of a pale but plcafant green colour ; oval in fliapc, 
and half an inch in length % doubly pinnated, with eight or ten pair 
growing on each fide-pinna. The flower is fonactimes yellow, fometimes 
purple, grows on fpikes, and is of the lhape of the pca-blaflbm. The 
fruit is a flender pod, of the thicknefs of a pack-thread, containing oblong 
truncated feeds;, they arc firft of a brownilh biack, but when ripe, are 
brown, and look on the tree, ’R^here they plenteoufly hang, like fo many 
pieces of pack-thread. The leaves fried with Ghee are ufed as a fuppurating 
cataplafm. 


Marricallanga. Semen emeticum novum. 

I have never feen the tree, but they tell me that it is a large one. ^ 
had fome of its branches brought to me, which were like the Ranches o^ 
our Barberry, and equally as thick , they are of a great length, and 
fend forth but a fmall number of the fmaller branches. The bark is 
greyifli, the wood is tough ; at the diftance of two or three inches through- 
out the branches, there grow two very long lharp fpines, which arc oppolite 
to each other, and under each of thefe, flfioot out five or fix fmall fuboval 
leaves; the fmalleft end being elongated fcrvcs as a pedicle in the manner 
of our thorn. In the middle of thole leaves on a Ihort pedicle Hand the 
fruit, which when green are oval, and have an ey®. like the pomegranate; 
when ripe, they are nearly round, and of the fize and cplour of a walnut ; 
the Ikin is rough, but breaks almoft as foon as it is bended ; in 
the tnfide, the fruit is divided into three partitions like the walnut, and 
thefe are full of reddilh feeds, that are oleous, and when firft tafted, a little 
aromatic; in lhape they are the 5th or 6th of a circle evK from the circum- 
ference so the center, and fome of them are angular without the convexity. ■ 
Thefe feeds with the hulks when powdered is in look, fmelJ, and tafte, like 
the powder of Ipecacuanha, and an equal quantity of each operates alike. 
TheJ' are to be had almoft all over India, and are fo cheap that the 
price is hardly worthy of mention, for a bulhel will not coft more than 
a rup^. * The black people have always been acquainted with their ufeful 
p'-'';,..rties, and frequently ufo them in medicine. Bvu tkve Ewopean furgeons, 
according to h^r. Tbamas's obiervationa, until he himfelf introduced them 
into practice (which was ^ftejr that he fucceeded me as furgeon to his 
majefty’s hofpital) fcesned to be altogether unacquainted with fhem. 

Aloes, 
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Aloes. 

The Ake it wdl Icno^ in moft parts of the world, and therefore it is 
iinncccflQuy tojdelcribc it. They grow all ovtx Jniia\ and neax St. Auguf- 
jtine'% JB/jy at MadagafeoTt is to tic found in great abundance, the right 
£uccotrine fort. 


Aooghorse. 

This is a diredb grafs. The culm fometimes runs upwards of two feet, and 
is undivided. The leaves are pointed, of a fine green, rough, half an inch 
broad, and .two feet long : they are of an aromatic tafie, mingled with an 
agreeable bitter, yield a fine fweet'fmelliag flavour, and are ufed in cool 
tankards, 


Diet-Prod ncTioNs of the Garden. 

It would be endlcfs to attempt a defeription of the number and forts 
which India produces of the creeper and volubilis kind, and that arc by 
the Europeans and natives ufed in their curries, and foups ; there are of them, 
whofc fruit arc from the fize of a bulhcl meafure to that of the gooleberry t 
and of every Ihape, fuch as round, oval, oblong, angular, Cjfr. There is 
alfo a great variety of the bean kind, too tedious to mention here •, but the 
one which they call Try, I cannot pafs over ; it is highly cftcemed when ftewed, 
by the Europeans, and when ripe and dry, carries with it the appearance of 
the fVild Cucumber, and is, as I was told, like that, of an emetic qua- 
lity. Whether it is the fame, has been a matter of difpute; however, 
by comparing the defeription already given of the TeetpuUa, with the few 
particulars which follow relating to this, the reader will foon difeover how 
milfaken thofe arc who fuppofe them to be the fame. This fruit when dry, 
is highly ridged, with five or fix large fibres running its whole length, and 
without a piftil { neither are the fibres fo diftinfb as in the other, but are 
plufly, as if beaten. 

In the markets of all our Engli/h fettkments, you feldom meet with any 
other vegetables for fale than what are the natural prod unions of the 
country •, whereas in thofe of the Dutch you find a plenty of the European 
cabbages, colcworts, carrots, turnips, peafe, l£c. 6ff. ^c. 

With pleafure, I acknowledge the aid I have received from the late ingenious 
Mr. T homos' a papers, which contain alfo branches or leaves of almoft every 
one of the foregoing trees, Ihrubs, and plants ; thefe enabled me to give ib 
accurate an account of the vegetable productions of Indoftan, anf^ from 
them I have alfo tranferibed the following recipe for the cure of pi...!.!''' 
intermitting fevers, communicated to us by a Gentoo doctor during our 
being together in Bengal, and which 1 ofteatimes fuccefsfully preferi^jed* 
in the courfe of my holpital praflicc in that fettlement : concerning it Mr. 

3 Thomas 
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T^bmas hath left this opinion, “We have found it to anfwer better than the 
bark, in whatever quantity given.” 

Take of Roman vitriol, and burnt pearls, each, the weight of one 
rupee, (i. e. three drachms and feven grains ;) orpiment hair i drachm ■, 
lurnamachy, (a metallic foflil) burnt lo grains: wafh the orpiment in 
chunam (Lime) water ; powder them well together, and make them 
into a foft eleftuary with the juice of green aloes ; then put it into a fmall 
unglazed earthen pan, and turn another lhallow one over it, both which 
dole well with clay, by furrounding both the pans with it, and at leaft half 
an inch thick. Then dig a hole in the ground 14 injphes wide and a 
foot deep, into which put dried cow-dung and fome bits of ftraw to the 
height of fix inches from the bottom of the hole, then let the fame on 
fire ; put over the fuel the pans, taking care to cover them with cow-dung 
and bits of ftraw, till they arc piled fix or eight inches above the pit or 
hole, where let the pans continue till all the fuel is confumed by the 
fire, which will be about feven hours. When the medicine is taken out, 
it looks like a cinder this you are to reduce to a powder, and give two 
grains with fugar every morning. 

A Lift of Indian Drugs hath been given in p. 44, 
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III. 


An Account of the Diseases incident to Gombroon, 
contained in a letter from an ingenious phyfician who 
reiided feveral years in that fettlement. 

D uring my abode at Gombroon, autumnal and vernal Intermittents 
raged in as various forms, as have ever been remarked in the deferip- 
tions given of thefe difeafes by medical authors. The moft fimple of them 
often continued to harrafs the patient for a confiderable length of time. 
Others were quite anomalous, the paroxyfms frequently redoubling, and 
that not always in a regular order j which plainly evinced the malignity of 
their nature. I have known a regular autumnal ‘Tertian (which never 
doubled the paroxyfro, except upon fome cafual indiferetion of the patient), 
fe obftinate as to continue twelve or thirteen months, and at length to occa- 
fion indurations in the Ipleen, liver, 

The obftinacy of thefe difeafes, and the bad confequehces arifing from 
them, do, I believe, but feldom occur in other countries, and here, were 
by no means occafioned by bleeding, or other improper evacuations. Even 
when by the irregularities of the patient the fits were anticipated, -oj re- 
doubled, the fever quickly aflumed its firft type, and fo went on until 
patient’s want of ftrength and the dread of worfe confequences, obliged me 
to put a flop to its career by the bark. A repetition of the fame medicine 
afterwards, at intervals, according to Sydenham's method, did not always* 
prove fuccefsful. 


Other 
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Other IntermitUntSy were of a more malignant nature, and attended with 
fuch complicated and redoubled 6ts, as fometimes to terminate in a con- 
tinual fever of the word kind, to the great danger and often the deftrudtion 
of the patient. Continual Putrid Fevers^ appeared as the fun approached the 
winter, or fummer Iblftice, but were by no means fo frequent as to deferve 
the name of epidemics. Baftard Peripneumonies, alfo occurred from the 
middle of OHooer to the middle of November^ and might in fome years be 
obferved even in the fucceeding months to the end of February. 

But the various fpecies of Intermitting Fevers already mentio'ned, were,' 
at lead while I was there, the mod prevailing diforders at Gombroon. 

The ^otidianSf during the fird days, by reafon of their oblcure inter- 
mifTion, were fomewhat difficult to be diftinguilhed from the red : but by 
attending to the attack of the fird cold fit, and the progrefs of the other 
fubfequent fymptoms, the cafe may be known. The chilnefs in the begin- 
ning of this fever commences in the extreme parts of the body, fuch as at 
tlie tip of the nofe, and the ends of the fingers, or toes : it never feizes witli 
an univerfal rigor, or in all or mod of the mufcular parts of the body at 
once, as in the beginning of many Continual Fevers \ neither does it rife to 
lb great a degree as in a 'T’ertian. The cold fit is often very flight at Gom- 
broon, and I believe in mod hot climates. Towards the end of the cold fir, 
a pituitous vomiting, with great drowfinefs, often attacks the patient, and 
foon after, the pulle becomes quicker, having an undulating motion, but 
not fo drong in its vibrations as in a ’Tertian, nor attended with that tenfity 
and hardnefs as in acute Inflammatory Fevers: neither does the patient com- 
plain much of third, but is on the contrary frequently troubled with watciy 
and frothy fpittings. Moreover, the heat of the body during the increaie 
or date, is accompanied with a moidure, and is very moderate when com- 
pared with the heat attendant on continual Inflammatory Fevers, or Tertian 
Intermittents, in the fame date. If the face continues for any time pale, 
livid, and as it were a little bloated, with tenie Hypochondria, danger is 
portended. 

The patient In the fird days hath leldom any truly critical fweat} nor 
are the ip;termiffions for the mod part perceptible. However, in five or fix 
dajis thtic Fevers moft commonly Ihow their nature more plainly, by Inter- 
jm\ffions of fix or eight hours continuance, and, what I have not elfewhere 
obferved of fuch ^otidians, titey in about a fortnight afterwards terminate 
in T ertians. This Fever will by no means bear a hot regimen •, by this 
it will Jg(Dn be changed into a Continual Putrid, and more dangerous Fever. 

i^gimen is alfo a dangerous extreme. At Gombroon, if I may be 
allowed the expreffion, it is of a phlegmatic arpituitous nature, in which a 
rr.ean, courfe between the two excefles of either of thefe regimens, is to be 
followed. 
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On its firft attack, I ufually gave a vomit, cither of Ipecacuanha, or Salt 
of Vitriol, adding to the former a grain or two of 3^ artar Emetic, or two 
drachms of Vinum BenediSlum for robuft habits. Bleeding is fddont rcquifite 
in this fever the pulfe, joined with the ftatc of other fytriptoms, muft alone 
determine the expediency of that operation. The conftitution, fo far as 
I could find, in Gombroon, will not bear too fmart, nor too great evacua- 
tions of any kind. For common drink, I ordered fack-whey, fage-tea, or 
orange-whey •, and gave often fomc grains of Sal Prunella mixed with them, 
fo as that the patient might take about the quantity of a drachm and a half 
©f it in the fpacc of twenty-four hours. I direfled panAdo, and water-gruel, 
for their food, allowing fome fpoonfuls of rhenifh, old hock, or other white 
w'ines, to be given when the fever was almoll on the decline. 1 have fomc- 
times, to ungovernable patients, allowed chicken broth, but cannot approve 
of fleili nutriment, even of the lighteft fort, efpecially in the firft days of a 
fever of any kind, as more eafily tending to putrefadtion than the farinace- 
ous aliment. Sage, or other tea, I frequently allowed as a change of drink; 
but I found the fack-whey infinitely preferable, as fupporting the fpirits 
better, and allb affording fome nourifhment, which the teas did not. 

Sweats forced by art in the beginning of thefe fevers, as well as in moft 
others, pervert the intentions of nature, and render the difeafe more malig- 
nant and irregular; but when occafioned by gently diluting and refolving 
medicines, they either bring the Fever fooner to an Intermijfton, or by 
gradually refolving and eliminating the morbific matter, reftore the patient 
to health. In cafe the bowels are much conftipated, a clyfter of milk, oil 
and fugar, with two drachms of lenitive eledluary diflblved in it, may be 
adminiftered ; but in moft cafes at the beginning of ^otidians, the ftools 
are crude and watery, and an emetic will ufually procure as much evacua- 
tion as is necelTary this way. "Where the drowfinefs was fo dxceflive as to 
threaten a Coma, and the languor of the pulfe required the application of a 
blifter, I have found benefit from applying it, but great care is to be taken, 
left fo powerful a Jlimulus fhould throw the patient into a Continual Fever ; 
and indeed, although S^uotidians are very troublefome, and often dangerous, 
as 1 feldovn bad occafion to lower the Fever with the lancet, fo neither have 
I been often obliged to raife the pulfe by the application of vefica- 
tories. Such Feverj, by a prudent treatment, without running into* any ex- 
tremes, will often in a few days grant fome hours truce daily to the patitfhr, 
and provided his conftitution holds out, may in a fortnight afreewards, -form ^ 
themfclves into regular Tertians. 

•f . 

But where I have been apprehenlivc of the patient’s luccl.?nbinfr 
under the fever before fuch a wilhed-for change, I have then tikefi the 
opportunity of the fmall intermiffions, to give the bark, with as much caij- 
tion and prudence as I was mafter of. You' are fenfible, no partie'iilar 
advice. in fuch a cafe can be given ; this muft be left entirely to the judgment 
of the phyfician or furgeon who has attended the patient through tbl* whole 

courfe 



SOI ] 

courfe of the difeale. I HaVe ‘however. obferved, that on the firft, fccond, 
third, or fbtirth'’pctflp£t ImermiffioVy if I had a mind to embrace that oppor- 
tunky, I couW dways exhibit' at leaft two drachms of the bark before the 
approach of the itekt fit, which I indeed obfcrved to be fomewhat higher 
than the preccdiog one, bur without danger. 

At the next Intermiffion I could generally make the patient take half an 
ounce, and on the third, fix drachms, or thereabouts ; which pra<Stice never 
failed to drive off the Fever, or change its type to a Tertian: nay, I have 
been fomecimes forced to lay hold of Remiffions, and it is to be cione with 
fafety when one is fure of the nature of the Fever. Sometimes you will 
gain your point in twice giving your bark as above-mentioned, thrice never 
failed me. In ^totidians I almoft always obferved that the bark occafioned 
watery ftools, but never durft ventvire to check them by opiates j how- 
ever I found by experience that notwiihftanding the ftools, a third exhibi- 
tion of the bark fcldom failed of fuccefs. 

Tertians at Gombroon, as well vernal as autumnal, frequently imitate for 
fome days the genius of Continual Fevers. They may be diftinguifhed even 
in this ftate from the other fpecies of Intermittents, in that the pulfe, dur- 
ing the ftate of the Fever, is more full, and ftrong ; the h'cat is more 
ardent, and dry j and the fymptoms feemingly are more violent •, the cold 
fit too is frequently more fevere, though as obferved above, this is not 
always to be relied on. As to their relemblance to the Continual, it is fo 
very natural, that it is not eafy in this period of them to make always a juft 
prognoftic, or judge truly what Fever one hath got to deal with. How- 
ever, the fetting in of the Epidemic may greatly affift one’s judgment. It 
may likewife be obferved in them, that the heat of the patient’s body feems 
to the touch, of an equal temperature, not greatly increafed, as in moft Con- 
tinuals. But notwithftanding all this, you arc very fenfible that Sydenham, 
and after him Boerhaave, have written, ^in et f^pe initio Autumni mulan- 
tur exable indolem centinuarum, ob longiores et duplicates paroxyfmos, dum 
tamen indoles curatio plane diverfte funt. The firft part of which Aphorifm 
Ihows, that at leaft in the beginning of Autumn, their appearances are as 
fallacious in other countries, as in Gombroon •, and the latter part of it 
dcc\ares, that a very different method of cure from that of Continual Fevers, 
is ilequifite in thefe Intermittents. 

I muft confefs, that notwithftanding two fuch great authorities, I have 
been frequently obliged to ufe the lancet to determine their Inter~ 
more fpecdijy, left greater mifehief Ihould have befallen the patient. 
^.^erhaave, in another aphorifm on Intermittents, fays, Ven^felfio nccet per 
fe *femper, prodejl alias cafu ut et tenuis exaSlaque Eixta : Yet he foon after- 
wards addj, Ferro fymptomati urgenti occur atur juxta regulas in acutis datas. 
And I can with truth' affirm, that in Gombroon, I often found moderate 
bleeding hcccflary, as well as the tenuis exaHa^ue diata. 

In 
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In the beginning of thefe Tertians^ as there are but few rules or precepts 
which will not admit of exceptions, I have in ibytne very Huiguine habits of 
body bled even a fccond time i and am of opinion that the probability of 
thereby protrafking the fever’s duration for a few months, at Icaft in Gom- 
broon^ is not fo hazardous as running the rifi^ue of its change into 9kn Un- 
remitting Continual Fever ; in which laft cafe it is always hi^ly dangerous, 
and' of a malignant nature. I am a living witnefs of an Autuumal Fever ^ 
which began and continued almoft perfe6kly regular for thirteen months, in 
my own perfon, in fpite of all the medicines I took to get rid of it i neither 
did it ever double the paroxyfro, unlefs it was my own fault. I neither 
bled nor ufed any other fevere evacuation, and I have known the like hap- 
pen to feveral others-, fo that in Gombroon thoic Intermitting Fevers iomttxmts 
run much beyond the ufual period of their duration in other countries ; nay 
even where bleeding hath not been the Vernal often continues to harrals 
the patient for fix months. 

But to return from this digrefllon : I have often found the Fever by its 
continuance for a few days fo to weaken the patient, that I was glad to 
adminifter the bark even on the firft Internriffton, and always have done it 
with fafety and fuccefs fometimes indeed, as was obferved in ^otidians^ 
on firft giving this medicine it did not fucceed, nay in fuch cafes I have 
found the next paroxyfm, as it were exafperated, though without danger to 
the patient j but the fecond exhibition of this noble medicine never failed 
to put a temporary ftop to the fever, and often, if I might be allowed the 
expreflion, to make an entire conqueft over it. When fymptoms were not 
fo urgent after Inter miffion from the Fever^ I gave the patient a drachm of 
the Sal Polychrefi evening and morning in a draught of bitters, and diredled 
the bitters by themfelves to be taken two or three times a day, efpecially 
during the Intermiffions of the Fever. Care was taken not to overheat the 
patient, to prevent his difeafe being converted into a Continual Fever, of 
which (except fomc very great irregularities had been committed by the 
patient) he runs no great rifque, after the Inter mijjions from the Fever have 
for fome days been perfedkly diftinft. 

I thus prepared him for the bark, as moft praflitioners in Europe do at this 
day. When once the Intermiffions are fair and compleat, you are fenfible there 
can be no danger from the bark. To fay more to you upon the fulgedl wd«ld 
be improper I (hall therefore only add, that I have fometimes feen thefe 
Fevers, without any reafon that I could aftign, double their paroxyfms and* 
fometimes on the third Intermffion that appeared, I adminiftcred the bark, 
and thus put a ftop to their further progrefs. After thefe Fevers have been 
fubdued by the bark, all evacuations become hurtful except a vomit, n'dtu 
is even a vomit to be given, unlefs in cafes of a relapfe. Amorous dafli- 
ances^with the fair fex, (of which I'had feveral inftances, as well in Gombroon 
as clfcwhere,) infallibly caule a relapfe, even where there hath been no enjoy- 
ment. Too great an application to bufinefs, too much thoughtfukiefs, and 
all forts of exercife, even only in fuch a degree as on other occafions mighV 
5 be 
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be deemed fali^taiy, will produce relapfes, efpecially during great heat of 
the weather. 

^mrtans arc not near fo frequent at Gombroon as the above-mentioned 
Fever, nor have I cvervobferved a Vernal ^artan cither here or any whfere 
elfe i and tliofe which occur in Autumn have nothing particular, but what I 
fiiall remark afterwards among the complications of thefe Fevers. Neither 
did the i^artans at Gombroon, as far as came within my obfervation, ever 
\\xC\XAte. Continual Fevers, or double their paroxyfms, or require a different 
treatment from what they do in other countries. As to the Complications of 
thelc Fevers, I muff own 1 never met with a Double ^otidian, unlefs the 
jjatient by interrupting the fweat at its beginning, brought back his fever 
before the wonted time. 

Double T ertians at Gombroon, are frequent, and eafy to be dillinguilhed 
from ^otidians, by the paroxyfms being equal on equal days ; for inllance, 
if the accefs happens to-day at noon, to-morrow it will happen at fix at 
night, next day at noon, and the day following at fix in the evening, but 
often the fits anticipate each other. When the Fever was of Tertian 
kind, thus redoubled, I ufed in the firft, fecond, or third IntermiJJion to 
reduce it to order by the bark. When it appeared in this form from 
the beginning, after a vomit and a few days treatment as in the ^otidian, 
I commonly took the firft fair opportunity to give the bark in fmall quan- 
tities, which feldom failed of reducing the difeafe to a fimple Tertian, but 1 
never ufed to be in too great a hurry. 

A Semi-tertian fometimes happens, and yields, fo far as I have found, 
to the treatment of the ^otidians j but be very cautious with regard to the 
bark. I have fometimes feen a Tertian affliift; the patient for two days 
jogethcr, and intermit the third ; and fometimes continue for two days, and 
intermit the two following days ; both which cafes do however but feldom 
occur i but among thofe Fevers you will find more irregularities than even 
what I have mentioned. When you are fearful of ufing the bark in the 
mixed or complicated kinds of thofe Fevers, or even in the more regular 
Intermittents, the Elixir oi Vitriol is an admirable ntedicine, joined to bitters. 
It is al^f) excellent to prevent rclapfes. 

•m 

J|[,nevcr obferved at Gombroon, the Simple Continued Inflammatory Fever ; and 
Putrid Continual Fevers feldom occurred, unlefs fuch as were of a periodical 
difpofitipn. 

-As tt> bleeding in fuch Fevers, it moft chiefly be determined by the pulfe ; 
this evacuation however in the fame foccics of fever during fome times of 
tbn year, may be proper in fome perlons, but in others not fo neceffary, 
or even advifcable ; in general I found the nature of thefe Fevers, and 
likewye of the air, admitted of bleeding, if not carried to too great an 

height. 
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height. I never omitted giving a vomit as early as poflTible, and if the 
Vferhit did noi jSafs downwards, I tfeejamc evetting adminiftcred an emollient 
clyftcri after which carefully attending to the genius of the Fever, I pre- 
feribed a cooling antiphlogidic regimen, with attenuating falts, and julaps 
icidiilatcd with the Elixir of Vitriol, being, as careful as I could, of 
a fte qui4 nimis. Violent atteniiants or refolverrts, when too plentifully 
tiled, may diflblve the of the blood in too great a degree, and thereby 
contrary to their antifeptic nature, produce in the human body, effedls quite 
different from the intention with which they are given, by even converting 
the animal fluids into .a putrid latex, altogether unfit for the fundtions 
of life. 1 hefe alfo too freely indulged, frequently bring prepofterous 
fweats in the beginning of the Fever, before nature hath llifRciently con- 
cofted the febrile matter. To prevent or corredl both which inconveniencies,, 
I never found any thing equal to the Gas Sulphttris, or fpirit of vitriol, 
frequently given either in julaps, or in the patients common drink. Orange- 
juice, and diftillcd vinegar, arc good medicines, and the laft is found in 
plenty in Gombroon. In Fevers the fpirits are more apt to flag zx. Gombroon, 
than at any other place I ever knew, efpecially during the heats, and in 
the foggy damp weather, yet I nevet had recourfe to any of the heating 
cordials, but found the acidulated julaps anfwer my intentions very 
well. 

I rarely ordered cmulfions, finding they curdled on the ftomach, either 
through the heat of the weather, nature of the patient’s ftomach, or perhaps 
by means of the acidulated julaps fo neceflTary \n xhok Fevers •, I therefore 
generally advifed whey for common drink, in which I could diflblve what 
refolvent falts I thought fit, and could acidulate to what degree I thought 
proper, without accumulating a numerous farrago of medicines upon the 
patient, which in fuch cafes ufually becomes naufeous-, by this beverage 
I found the patient’s fpirits better fupported than by cmulfions or teas, altho' 
I frequently allowed the latter, efpecially that made from fage, by way oC 
variety. I fometimes indulged the patient with a cool tankard made with 
rhenifti, old hock, or in w^ant of them with any other white wine i which if 
not acid enough, I (harpened with orange juice, or fpirit of vitriol ; but I 
think it not fo well to allow the patient this draught quite cold, as they 
ufually defire, for fear of occafioning obftruflions by its chilnefs. I pre- 
ferred the farinaceous food, fuch as water-gruel, panado, Congee, 6?^ to the 
lighted: flefti nouriftiment, which in thefe fevers is ftill more to be prohibitecti 
than in the beginning of any of the intermitting kind. 

A cooling clyfter is fometimes neceflTary, elpecially if the fever much 
affeds the head ; and by this gentle treatment, thefe Fevers in five, 'AtKen, ^ 
nine, eleven, or fourteen days, ufed to go off" by a gradual refolutton ;'*a ' 
very beneficial way to nature, and by no means hazardous. 

7 Few 
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Few of them run a great length ; moft of them laft not above fcven or 
pine days ; feiv arrive at fburtechf and fome were terminated in five, nay 
a very few but very violent in three days : what ieeaied to t^e fetnevdtat 
remarkable, was, that a few of th^e Fevers atmisated^ ia Feiprt^stents i and 
otJicrs of them were fucceeded id about a mondi's time by an bderssitient. 
Whether this was owing to any particuiarity of the air, fo naturally dii^pdled to 
produce this laft Fwrr, cfpediaUy in weakened bodies; or wither it was 
owing to nature’s not bringing on the firft fever to a copious and critical 
ejedlion of the morbid caufe, 1 Ihall not take upon me to determine. Yet 
potwithftanding this confequehcc, (^^hich was not however very frequent) 
I always preferred a graduab rclolution of the Fever ^ whai critical, 'to the 
rifque which too often attends an iniperfcift crids. After thefe' fevers, I uftd 
to purge the patient at ieaft twice, with the JHocoSlum ^marum cum Settnsi 
adding Ibnae drops of the elixir of vitriol in each dofe. Sometimes, inftead 
of a decoAion of bitters, I ordered an infulion of them in white wine. By 
this method I judged that the patient was not fo liable to a fubfequent 
Intermittent^ but I found that even this did not abfolutely prevent it. With 
regard to BliJlerSy where the pulfe was ftrong and full, I rarely or never made 
life of them, on account of a Ample delirium in thefe Fevers ; but when the 
pulfe funk, and where nervous twitchings or coma fupervened, 1 always 
applied them. 

There is likewife to be met with at Gombroon a Lova Fever, attended with 
great deprefllon of the fpirits, wherein bliftcring is abfolutely nccellary : 
this I take to be what is called in Europe the Nervous Fever. 

Blitters in general are more advantageoufly ufed in periodical fevers, 
whether mild or putrid, than in thofe fevers which are continual. 

For nervous fymptoms, Sal. Succini, ’Tin£t. Cajior. Rujf. and other warm 
medicines, become neceflary. 

The Bajiard Peripneumoty at Gombroon, requires ftrong blitters, as well 
as every where elfc ; and bleeding in proportion to the patient’s ftrength once 
in the beginning, I found for the moft part was neceflary, with a diluting 
regimen. Balfamics, efpecially of the heating kind, do often more harm 
than^ood. I have fometimes ufed a little of the Oxymel Sciliticum with 
fuccefs. 

While I was at Gombroon, there were none of the Morhi acuti febriles 
whi^‘ could be called Epidemics, and as fporadic they obferved their ufual 
iftmuT. 

The Small-pox is by ^he country people, generally fpeaking, reckoned 
'epidemic, and fatal, and obferved to return among them about once in 
fev^n years ; byt I had not a patient in that diforder all the time I was 
“ T t t in 
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m tlie place. In^U Jettte di/eafes, as well as Iftterearreuf, I made it 
care, m tAvtidi as I poffiWy cdtild, to peefersre .the f'is in thM juft 
rammt diat the patient mi^ not Im carried dBT the iftifeate anl^ to too 
grea£|tn height i nor nature oa xhc other hand, be fo wctdcened, at eo be 
vnable co bring about the purpofe either of benign reibiucKMi, or cricicid 
evacuations : you know this is the true golden mean to be obferved ia 
creating Fevers. 

f 

As you muft be fenfible diat the particular genus of an Acute difeafe, 
widi the fymptoms peculiar to difierent Idiejyncret/es^ can only be learned, 
from per^al and attentive oblervation ; ib with chat afliftance, the fore- 
going remarks, 1 hope wlU be found fenriceable and uftful. 
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